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Abercrombie,  Rev.  James,  D.  D.  death  of 

Adams,  Mrs.,  letter  describing  Washington  40  years 

ago, 
Africans,  captured  in  Amistad,  leave  United  States, 
Agriculture,  number  of   persons  employed  in   the 
United  States  in  1840, 
of  New  York,  comparative  views  of, 
and  other  countries, 
Alabama,  population  &c.  of  Marion  and  Perry  co. 
Supreme  Court  of,  great  industry  of 
gas  issues  from  a  river  in 
antediluvian  remains 
Ex-Governor  Murphy  of,  dies 
new  mode  of  transporting  cotton  in 
banks,  condition  of 
message  of  Gov.  Bagby  of 
Governor  Fitzpatrick's  inaugural, 
Albany,  N.  Y.  and  Schenectady  stages,  passengers  in 

city  debt, 
Allegheny  city,  census  of 
Alton,  exports  from  1838  to  1841, 
Anthracite  Furnace  erected  by  Crane  Iron  Co., 
coal  used  on  ship  Clarion, 
iron,  quality  approved, 
AntfcJiluvian  remains  found  in  Alabama 
Antique,  a  curious,  discovered  with  a  chart  of  the 
country,  on  the  Hudson 
a  curious  discovery  in  an  oak, 
Appalachicola  city,  taxes  in 
Apple  tree,  a  singular 
Appointments  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 

147 
Aqtieduct  at  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
ArkanRas,  bonds,  respecting 
Aroostook,  Maine,  settlements  on 
Arrivals  and  tonnage  of  vessels  at  New  York,  from 
1810  to  1840, 
atlJoston,  July  1841, 
,     and   departures  at   Buft'alo,  from   1816  to 
1840, 
AttiPt,  an  American  in  Texas, 
Assessment,  of  property  in  Baltimore, 
Assignment,  of  tiic  Bank  of  the  United  States        161 
Assize,  of  bread  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Avalanche,  in  Mississippi, 

B 

Badger,  George  E.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  letter  of 

resignation, 
Bagby,  Governor  of  Alabama,  message  of 
Bagging,  factory  in  Kentucky,  great  work  at 
Baltimore,  Joiin  Townsend,  who  laid  out  the  city  dies 

public  meeting  at,  on  railroad  orders, 

assessment  of  property  in 

and  Ohio  Railroad  Report,  showing  cost, 
revenue  and  oxpenditurf. 
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Alabama,  suit  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  decided  at  143 
condhion  of                                                   214  294 
England,  quarterly  averages  from  1832  to  1839,  150 
decisions  respecting  spurious  bank  stock  in  192 
Georgia,  condition  of  291 
capital  employed  by  banks  in  ib. 
Kentucky,  meeting  of  stockholders  in  Philadelphia,  320 
Louisiana,  New  Orleans  condition,                              8  224 
Maine,  condition  of  32 
Massachusetts,  stability  of  bank  stocks  in  Boston,  271 
dividends  for  10  years  in  do,    302  312  329 
New  York,  General  Banking  Law,  Comptroller's  ex- 
position of  101 
important  decision  respecting  269 
suspended  banks,  condition  of  375 
Safety  Fund,               do  349 
Ohio,  description  of  stockholders,  229 
Pennsylvania,  bank  stocks,  depreciation  of  in  Phila- 
delphia,                                          154  382 
United  States,  assignment  of  161 
decision,  consolidation 

of  suits,  191 

appraisers'  valuation  of  assets,  270 

verdict  against,  288 

Schuylkill,  report,  299 
stocks,  fluctuations  in  Philadelphia  in 

1841,  382 

South  Carolina,  decision  on  forfeiture  of  charter,  96 

Governor's  message,  356 

Tennessee,  State  Bank,  statement,                             78  266 

United  States,  President  Tyler's  veto  on  Fiscal  Bank 

Bill,  111 
act  for  a  Fiscal  Bank,  113 
President  Tyler's  veto  on  Fiscal  Cor- 
poration Bill,  169 
President  Tyler's  plan  of  Finance  323 
proposed  Fiscal  Plan,  Bill,  408 
report  of  Secretary   of  the  Treasury 

on  do.,  410 

Bank  notes,  insolvent,  decision  respecting  payment  in  1 78 

Bankrupt  Law,  Report  in  Congress  on  57 
on  to  chamber  of  Commerce 

Charleston,  S.  C.  379 

history  of,  from  1800  to  1840,  120 

passed  in  1841,  122 

Barclay,  James  J.  address  to  the  Public  schools  of  Pa.  I 

Bayles,  Judge,  surviving  Aid  of  Washington,  328 

Bee  business,  extensive  95 

Bell,  Hon.  John,  resigns  as  Secretary  of  War,  217 

Bergen,  N.  J.,  old  church  in  ruins,  101 
Biographical  sketches — 

Abercrombie,  Rev.  Dr.  James,  death  of  7 

Benjamin,  Jonathan,  dies,  335 

Blackmar,  Ezekiel,  dies,  76 

Brevoort  Henry,                                     147  176 

Buchanan,  Gov.,  dies,  363 

Cornelius,  Lewis,  dies,  giant,  231 
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Biographical  sketches — 

Mrs.  Cottingham,  longevity  of 
Dale,  Gen.  Samuel,  dies, 
Forsyth,  John,  dies, 

Hazlett,  Col.  John,  posthumous  respect  to 
Huntington,  George,  dies, 
Macomb,  Gen.  Alexander,  death,  &c. 
Moore,  Bishop,  dies,  320 

Nelson,  Gen.  Roger, 
Norris,  Joseph  P.,  dies, 
Noursc,  Joseph,  dies, 
Paine,  Gen.  Edward 
Powell,  Judge  James,  dies, 
Ripley  Ezra,  dies, 
Shaw  Elisha 
Strong,  Josiah,  dies, 
Townsend,  Joseph,  dies, 
Tuckerman,  Rev,  F. ! 
Yankee,  a  roving 
Bird,  a  singular  in  North  Carolina, 
Bishop  Doane  of  New  Jersey  assists  at  consecration 
of  a  church  at  Leeds 
Catholic,  consecration  of  a,  in  Philadelphia, 
Bituminous  wood  found  on  Mississippi  river, 
Blind,  number  in  Pittsburg, 

United  States, 
Boat  building,  at  Rochester  in  New  York, 
Bonds,  Arkansas,  facts  respecting 

Mississippi,  correspondence  between  Governor 

of,  and  Hope  &  Co. 
opinion  of  Attorney  General, 
of  Tennessee, 
Rones,  antediluvian,  found  in  Alabama, 
Books,  American,  in  England, 
Boston,  quantity  of  rain  in,  from  1825  to  1841, 

cotton  received  in,  from  1835  to 
1841, 
passages  of  Cunard's  line   of    steamboats 

from 
votes,  voters  and  ratio  of,  to  population  in. 

Presidential  election,  ^ 

increase  of  business  at,  from  1S31  to  1840, 
hot  weather  in 
arrivals  in  July 
and  Maine  Rrilroad  opened, 
ice  trade, 

Exchange,  large  stone  arrives  for  ti^e 
sales  of  real  estate  in 
bank  stocks,  stability  of,  at 
House  of  Correction,  Report 
Chamber  of   Commerce,  memorial  on  ar- 
rangement between  United  States  and  G. 
Britain, 
dividends  in,  for  ten  years,  302  313 

brushes,  manufactory  of,  in 
arrivals  and  clearances  in  one  day  at 
estimate  of  value  and  quantity  of  sales  of 
produce  in  Faneuil  Hall  market. 
Bread,  assize  of,  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Brick  making,  expeditious 
Bricks,  number  made  in  St.  Louis, 
Bridge,  a  steam 
British  debts,  national  faith  vindicated,  respecting 

statement  of  facts 
Brushes,  manufactory  of  in  Boston, 
Buchanan,  Gov.  of  Liberia  dies, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  low  water  at 

petition  of  Council  for  an  armed  steamer  at, 

trade  of 
arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels  at,  from 
1816  to  1840, 
Buffaloes,  a  drove  leaves  Illinois  for  N.  Y. 
Bunker,  Capt.  Elihu,  builds  first  steamboat  on  Long 

Island  Sound, 
Bunker  Hill,  battle,  survivors  of 
Burial  Ground,  Congressional  at  Washington,  de- 
scribed. 
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Cabinet,  the  dissolved  175 
letters  of  resignation,                           187  188  217 

new,  formed,  139 

Cadwalader,  Gen.  Thomas,  dies,  272 

California,  wheat  introduced  from  171 

Canals,  cost  of  transportation  on  80 
Canal,  Erie,  number  of  boats  passed  locks  1836  to 

1841,  126 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  Company's  report,  145 
commerce  at  Cleveland,                                 190  146 
Lehigh  153 
Delaware  and  Hudson  164 
cost  and  revenue  of  New  York  I75 
land  and  water  carriage  of  wheat  compared  176 
Erie,  facts  &c.,  respecting  low  wafer  in  350 
date  of  closing,  each  year,  1825  to  1S42,   381 
Cannon  foundry,  remarks  on  388 
Governor,  of  Tennessee  dies,  221 
Cargo,  a  large  255 
Caroline,  steamer.  President's  notice  of  369 
Catholic  College  at  Fordham  100 
Bishop,  first  consecration  of  a,  at  Philada.  336 
Cattle,  mortality  of,  in  Maryland,  43 
Cave,  the  Mammoth,  described,            ■  136 
remarkable  discovery  of  a,  in  Connecticut,!  228 
Census  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  cities,  14 
comparative,  between  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, 168 
of  the  United  States,  showing   the  number, 
sex,  employments,  deaf  and  dumb,  blind, 
schools  &c.,  1840,                  232  corrected  396 
tables  showing  comparative  views  of  the  sexes 

in  the  United  States  &c.,  330  334  367 

of  United  States,  epitome  of  222 
of  Maryland  as  corrected  by  re-taking  of 

Montgomery  county,  395 
of  United  States,  as  corrected  by  additions 

to  Maryland,  395 
Cereal  grains  of  New  York,  compared  with  Great 

Britain  and  France,  254 

Charleston  S.  C,  heavy  rains  at  147 

assize  of  bread  in  184 
change  in  mode  of  drawing  bills  of 

Exchange,  279 
report  and  memorial  of  Chamber 
of    Commerce,    on    Bankrupt 

Law,  379 

mildness  of  the  climate  at  382 
Chicago,  wheat  trade  of                                             247  262 

expenses  of  taking  to,  market  262 

China  sends  tobacco  to  France  140 

Church,  of  Bergen  N.  J.  in  ruins  101 

an  old,  in  Hingham,  Mass.  277 
Cincinnati,  newspapers  published  iji,  compared  with 

London  and  Paris  168 

great  riot  at  1 79 

fresh  raisins,  singular  fact  314 

Circular  of  Post-  Office  Department  to  special  agents  349 

Civil  list,  expenditures  from  1829  to  1840  90 

Claims  on  Mexico,  allowed  79 

Cleveland,  commerce  of  146 

flour  and  wheat  received  at,  from  1838  to 

1841  190 

Coal  trade  of  Glamorganshire  canal,  80 

discovered  in  Cattaraugus  co.       ■  133 
trade,  of  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal,  from 

1829  to  1840  164 

Coal  and  iron  discovered  in  Hancock,  Pa.  198 

copper  discovered  in  Wisconsin  214 

analysis  of  West  India  229 

and  iron  Shamokin  Company,  history  of  230 

Rhode  Island  24?" 

trade,  effect  of  monopoly  in  England  256 

Cochineal  insect,  found  in  quantities  in  Louisiana  121 
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Coffee,  imports  and  exports  and  value  and  consump- 
tion of,  in  the  United  States,  from  1821  to 
1,S40 
Coin,  a  curious  one  discovered 
Coins  found  in  Castine,  Maine 
College,  Catholic  at  Fordham 
Williams,  statistics  of 
Colliery,  Potts  and  Uannan's,  described 
Colored  colony  iu  Ohio  375 

population  of  the  United  States,  free  and 

slaves 
proportion  of  sexes, 
Commerce  with  France  and  the  United  States  as  ex- 
hibited by  French  minister  102 
of  France,  general  view  of 

United  States,  1840.  general  sketch  of 
number  of  persons  employed  in,  1840 
United  States,  statistical  views  of,  1840 
with  Tahiti 
of  each  State  and  Territory 
Communications,  interior  facility  and  rapidity  of 
Congress,  old  frigate,  launch  of  the,  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H. 
laws  passed  at,  extra  session 
Connecticut,  finances  of 

physician  fees  in  old  times 
law  against  retailing  liquors,  in  1654 
remarkable  discovery  of  a  cave  in1 
a  decision  case  of  Jones  vs.  ^Etna  Insu- 
rance Company 
public  schools  in,  condition  of 
Constitution,  Federal  amendments  to,  Governor 

Paine's  views 
Consul,  a  foreign,  must  order  the  arrest  of  a  seaman 
deserting  from  a  foreign  vessel,  decision 
at  New  Orleans 
Copper  discovered 

Wisconsin,  arrives  at  Galena 
Com,  green  immense  nmount,  carried  from  Philadel- 
phia to  New  York 
large  yield  of,  on  Long  Island 
law  in  England,  new  proposed 
Cornelius,  Lewis,  a  Giant  dies 
Coroner  of  Philadelphia  County,  fees  paid  to 
Cotton,  quantity  received  in  Boston  from  1 835  to  1 841 
receipts  and  exports  at  Mobile,  from  1832 

to  1841 
experiments  on  the  proper   distance   for 


62 

80 
272 
100 
185 
171 
328 

332 


-110 
121 
205 
234 
265 
171 
281 
387 

141 

178 
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287 
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319 
214 
352 

128 
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239 
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planting 

89 

trade  with  France 

104 

American,  planters  in  India,  letter  from 

140 

exports  of,  from  New  Orleans,  from  1831  to 

1841 

184 

new  mode  of  transporting 

290 

packing,  expeditious 

304 

a  new  species  of,  discovered  in  Texas 

315 

Courts  of  Philadelphia  Co.,  cost  of 

196 

Crane  Iron  Co.,  erect  a  2d  furnace 

250 

Cranberry  trade  of  Ma.ss, 

265 

Credit,  State,  of  Pennsylvania 

94  99 

Crime,  in  New  Orieans,  statistics  of 

198 

Crittenden,  J.  .1.  resignation  of 

187 

Cuba  and  New  Orleans,  trade  between,  1840 

77 

Currency  and  exchanges.  President's  views  of 

372 

D 

Dale,  Gen.  Samuel,  dies,  biography  of 

42 

Darby,  Mr.,  remarks  on  organic  remains 

203 

Davis,  Judge,  resigns;  his  address  to  the  bar  and 

re- 

ply 

49 

Deaf  and  dumb  in  Pittsburg 

15 

U.  States  1840 

235 

Deaths  in  New  Orleans 

231 

Debt  of  Philadelphia  county,  1837  to  '41 

193-197 

British,  facts  respecting 

201 

of  Tennessee 

267  274 

Texas 

304 

Debt  of  the  States,  President's  views  of  374 

city  of  Albany  377 
Delaware  river,  defence  of,  proceedings  of  meeting 

at  Philadelphia  155 
new  channel  in,  discovered  by  T.  R. 

Gcdney  263 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  and  R.  R.,  cost  and  bu- 
siness of  164 
Diamonds  found  in  the  Wabash,  140  176 
Dividends  in  Boston  Banks  for  10  years  302  312  329 
Doane,  Bishop  of  N.  Jersey,  speech,  &c.  at  a  conse- 
cration in  Leeds  205 
Drawbacks  and  bounties  on  merchandise,  fisherie.q, 

&.C.  1834  to  '39  66 

Drought,  great,  in  N,  York  112 

Duties  in  Venezuela  45 
various  tables  and  statements  in  reference  to, 

present  and  future  under  new  act  65  to  71 

in  France,  on  American  products  101  to  110 

on  teas  at  Salem  144 

new  revenue  bill  177 

comptroller's  instructions  263 

circular  to  collectors  316 

on  rice  in  England,  equalized  336 

Dwarf,  an  American,  J.  Washburn  382 

Dysentery,  prevails  in  Pennsylvania  231 

JC 

Elections,  early  law  of  Massachusetts  20 
for  Gov.  of  Pennsylvania,  1836  and  '41, 

and  President  U.  S.  1840,  votes  292 

Elm  tree,  ancient  at  Pittsfield  77 

old,  at  New  Haven,  cut  down  147 

Emigrants,  100  Norwegians  arrived  164 

Endicott  pear  tree,  at  Salem  Mass.  226 
England,  Bank  of,  quarterly  averages  of,  1832  to 

1839  150 

corn-laws  in,  new  proposed  239 

effect  of  monopoly  in  coal  trade  in,  table 

of  shipments  1829  to  '40  256 

wrecks  on  coast  of,  annually  320 

duties  on  rice,  equalized  336 

English  railroads  and  Massachusetts,  compared  144 

Enterprise,  Yankee                                                      92  160 

Erie  canal,  lockages  on,  1835  to  '41  126 

scarcity  of  water  apprehended  328 

steamboat,  dreadful  destruction  of  by  fire        126  136 

daring  deed  138 

low  water  in                                               214  328  351 

steamboats  Stc,  and  trade  in  lake,  arrivals  and 

departures  at  Buffalo,  1816  to  '40  226 
water  spout  on  227 
facts  respecting  rise  and  fall  of  water      214  328  351 
canal,  enlargement  350 
date  of  closing'   1825  to '40  381 
Espy,  Mr.,  predictions  of  weather  verified  20 
theory  of,  report  on  by  French  committee  54 
Ewing  T.,  Secretary  of  Treasury,  letter  of  resigna- 
tion                            '  187 
Exchange,  rate  of  in  Philadelphia  1820  to  '41  26 
bills    of,    mode    of   drawing    altered    in 

Charleston  S,  C.  279 

Exchange  building  at  Boston,  large  stone  for  205 

N.  York  described  336 

Exchequer,  Board  of,  proposed  408 

Expenditures  of  U.  S.  for  various  objects  1829  to  '40    90  91 

Philadelphia  county  1836  to  '40  193 

Explosive  shells,  experiments  vvith  Jones'  192 

Exports  from  Mills  Point  Kentucky  21 

of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  N.  Orleans  1831 

to  '41  184 

sugar  fiom  do  1836  to  '41  186 

molasses     do         do  186 

summary  statement  of  U.  S.  1840  248 

domestic  produce  250 

from  U.  S.,  foreign  280 


INDEX. 


Faith,  the  national,  vindicated  in  Louisiana  treaty, 

and  British  debts  182  202 

Female  industry  in  silk  culture  92 

patriotism,  remarkable  142 

Fever,  deaths  in  N.  Orleans  by  1839  to  '41  "  384 

Fillmore,  Mr.,  speech  on  revenue  bill  65 

Finances  of  New  York  1 836  to  '40  20 

Connecticut  47 

Kentucky  64 

U.  States  90  371 

Philadelphia  county  193 

Tennessee  268  274 

N.Jersey  285  318 

S.  Carolina  357 

President  Tyler's  plan  of  373 

fiscal  plan  proposed  408 

of  Pennsylvania  1840  397 

Fires,  number  of  in  Mobile  in  1841  361 

Fiscal  plan  proposed  by  President  and  Secretary  408 

reportof  Secretary  of  Treasury  on  410 

Fisheries,  bounties  on  66 

Whale,  No.  of  vessels  in  Mass,  156 

Fitzpatrick,  Gov.  of  Alabama,  Inaugural  383 

Florida,  military  operations  in  385  391 

Flour,  quantity  daily  made  in  Rochester  181 

received  at  Cleveland,  1838  to  '41  190 

price  of  in  Ohio  1 820  to  '40  240 

Foreign  intercourse,  expenditures  for  1829  to  '40  90 

Forsyth,  John,  dies  269 

Fortifications,  expenditures  for  1827  to  '40  90 

France,  commerce  between,  and  U.  S.  by  French 

minister,  showing  duties  on  Amer.  products,  102 

commerce  of,  general  view  of  1840  121 

receives  tobacco  from  China  140 

No.  of  shoes  imported  from  346 

segars  imported  from  Manilla  by  352 
Freight  on  merchandise,  comparative,  from  N.  Y.  to 

Illinois  269 

French  report  on  Mr.  Espy's  theory  of  storms  54 

Freshets  in  Georgia  219 

Fugitive  slaves,  controversy  respecting  355 

Furnace,  anthracite,  a  second  of  Crane  Iron  Co.  250 

Gale  at  Nantucket  and  Rockport,  261 
Gas,  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  issuing  from  Tombigbee 

river  in  Alabama,  154 
Gedney  T.  R.,  discovers  a  new  channel  in  the  Dela- 
ware river,  263 
Geological  Survey  of  New  Hampshire,  160 
Georgia,  silk  manufacture  in                                         42  92 
gold  mines  in  253 
condition  of  banks  and  capital  employed  291 
message  of  Governor  McDonald  305 
demand  on  New  York  of  a  slave  309 
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Iron,  anthracite,  quality  tested  293 
ores  of  New  Hampshire,  and  statistics  of  furna- 
ces, expenses  and  yield  73 
trade  of  Newport  and   Cardiff,  Wales,  on  the 

canals  go 
ores  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  on  the  fossilifer- 
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Mammoth  Cave  described 


21 
64 

112 
112 
126 


VI 


IJVDEX. 


Kentucky  bagging,  great  work  at  a  manufactory  of,  in 

wheat  in,  deteriorating 

Bank,  meeting  of  stockholders  at  Phila- 
delphia 
Kickapoo,  III.,  sale  and  price  of  lots  in 

^j 
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Law,  charge  of  Judge  Cowan  in  Supreme  Court 
New  York,  in  McLeod's  case, 
report  on  Bankrupt 
resignation  of  Judge  Davis  in  Mass. 
long  tenure  of  office  of  Judtjes  &c.,  in  New 
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dent for  Fiscal  Bank 
Bankrupt,  history  of,  1800  to  '40, 
Bankrupt,  passed  1841, 
damages  found  against  a  steamboat  not  start- 
ing at  appointed  time, 
the  bench  of  Chester  county, 
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der McLeod, 
trial  of  112  men  in  Illinois, 
decision  in  Virginia  for  flour  mill,  burnt  while 
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the  raft  on  Red  river  described,  81 
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launch  of  the  old  frigate  Congress,  141 
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report  of  Secretary  of  the  398 
force  and  distribution  of  the  398 
Steam  vessels  of  400 
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launch  of  frigate  Congress  at  Ports- 
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New  Jersey,  marketing  sent  by  Railroad  in  42 
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iron  manufactures  of  216 

Gov.  Pennington's  message  283 

Treasurer's  report  of  finance  318 
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arrivals,  stocks,  &c.  184 
exports  of  tobacco  from,  1831  to  1841, 
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exports  of  sugar  and  molasses  from, 
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New  York,  memorial  on  the  Bankrupt  Law,  13 
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McLeod's  case,  opinion  of  Judge  Cowan,  33 
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Catholic  College  at  Fordham  100 
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Historical  Society's  agent  in  search  of 

early  documents,  227 

new  salt  spring  discovered  in  ib. 

great  storm  at  Utica  in  247 

comparative  views  of  the  agriculture  of  254 
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condition  of  safety  fund  349 
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suspended  free  banks  of  375 
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death  of  Governor  Owen  of  256 

North-eastern  boundary,  letter  from  J.  D.  Graham 

Commissioner,  170 
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riot  at  Cincinnati,  179 
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Governor  of  Vermont,  Message  337 
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expenses  of  courts,  prisons — funded 
debt,  «&c.  193 
John  M.  Scott,  elected  Mayor  of  256 
dividends  in  293 
public  meeting  at,  respecting  the  Fri- 
gate Raritan                                     336  318 
meeting  at,  of  stockholders  of  Ken- 
tucky Bank  320 
first  consecration   of    a    Catholic 

Bishop  in  336 
fluctuations  of  stocks  in,  each  month, 

1841  382 

Physicians  fees  in  old  times,  in  Connecticut,  60 

Pigeons,  wild,  abundant  360 

Pittsburg,  census  of,  1840  14 

prices  of  marketing  at  156 

powder  mills  in,  described  294 

Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  ancient  Elm  tree  at  77 

Polk,  Governor  of  Tennessee  message  of                 266  273 

Poor  house,  a  revolutionary  soldier  in  the  167 
Population  of  each  county  of  Pennsylvania,  1830 

and  1840  16 

&c.,  of  Marion  Co.  Alabama,  134 

of  the  United  States,  1 840,  census  of  232 

comparative  views  of                     330  335  367 
increase  of,  in  the  United  States,  from 

1830  to '40  367 
Portsmouth,  N.  H  ,  cost  of  building  public  ves- 
sels at                                       143  76 

launch  of  Frigate  Congress  at  143  141 

names  of  vessels  built  at  ib. 

Postmasters  liability  of,  case  of  Green  vs.  Williams  135 

circular  to  221 

General's  report  392 

Post-Office  Department,  circular  to  special  agents  349 

operations,  history  of,  from  1790  to  '40  392 

financial  condition  of  393 

reduction  of  postage  ib. 

statistics  for  1840  394 

private  expree8<>«  395 
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Post-Office  purchase  of  right  from  railroad  companies  395 

difficuhies  with  Virginia  on  Cumberland 
■».                     Road  ib. 
Powder  mills  in  Pittsburg  described  294 
Powell,  Judge  Samuel,  dies  277 
Prison  of  Philadelphia  county  described  156 
Prisons  .of  Philadelphia  county,  cost  of  196 
Proclamation  of  President  Tyler  against  secret  so- 
cieties 208 
Providence,  R.  I.  vessels  arrived  at,  1840  74 
Provisions,  prices  of,  at  Pittsburg  56 
&c.  consumed  in  New  York  59 
Pulpit,  a  death  in  the  346 


Quaker,  philanthropic  act  of  a  147 

R 

Raft^on  Red  river  described  81 

Railroads,  report  of  Raleigh  and  Gaston  25 

market  produce  sent  by,  to  N.  York,  42 

N,  Jersey,  passengers  on  1839  '40  '40  48 

and  canals,  compared  as  to  cost  80 

Utica  and  Schenectady,  business  of  142 
parallel  between  Great  Western,  England 

and  Mass.  144 
Western,  accident  on  by  sinking  of  the 

track  192 

Boston  and  Maine,  opened  198 

great  chain  of  240 

Baltimore  and  Ohio,  report  241 

accident  on  the  Western  247 

Great  Western,  expeditious  work  on  252 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  public  meeting  on 

their  orders  288 

of  Georgia  309 

Western,  trade  of  328 

rates  of  toll  on  342 

in  Tennessee  347 
in  Mass.,  profits  realized  on  several,  1837 

to '40,  cost,  receipts,  length,  &c.         361  362 
Orange,  and  performance  of  a  locomotive 

on  375 

car,  a  new  one  invented  384 

Rain  in  Boston  1825  to  '41  13 

Philadelphia  89 

Raisins  first  reach  Cincinnati  before  Boston  or  N. 

York,  from  Smyrna  314 

Raritan  Frigate,  meeting  at  Philadelphia  318 

answer  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  336 

Rattlesnakes  in  S.  Carolina  198 

large,  in  Pennsylvania  160 

Red  River  raft,  Col.  Long's  description  81 

Rehcs,  western,  at  Atzalan  Wisconsin  382 

Report  of  Raleigh  and  Gaston  railroad                  .  24 

Visiters  to  Military  Academy  at  West 

Point  28 

on  a  home  squadron,  T.  B.  King's  43 

v;  .            to  Congress  on  bankrupt  law  57 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal  Co.  145 

on  the  finances  of  Philadelphia  county, 

W.  B.  Reed's  193 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  R.  R.  241 
of  Physician  of  House  of  Correction  at 

Boston  272 

of  Schuylkill  Bank  299 
on  internal  improvements  in  Tennessee 

by  Secretary  of  State  347-8 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U.  S.  on  Fiscal 

plan  410 

Secretary  of  war  386 

Postmaster  General  392 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  398 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Ewing  187 

Badger                                     '  203 

Crittenden  187 

Bell  217 


Revenue  bill,  Mr.  Fillmore's  speech  on  65 
of  Philadelphia  county  from  1836  to  1840,  193 
Revolutionary  patriots                                            76  78  142 
reminiscences  253 
Rhode  Island,  vessels  arrived  and  cleared  at  Provi- 
dence in  1840,  74 
coal  247 
Rice,  equalization  of  duty  in  England  336 
trade  between  France  and  the  United  States  105 
Richardson  Gov.  message  of  354 
Ripley  Rev.  Ezra,  dies  224 
Roads  and  streets  of  Philadelphia  cost  of  opening  195 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  flour  daily  made  in  181 
boat  building  at  190 
aqueduct  at  360 
Rock  river,  boat  arrives  from  at  St.  Louis  96 
Rockport,  gale  at  261 
Rocky  mountains,  expedition  to  93 

Safety  fund  of  New  York  condition  of  349 

St.  Louis,  tobacco  arrives  at  from  Platte  country  52 

boat  from  Rock  river  at  96 

a  large  mound  opened  at  343 

number  of  bricks  made  at  in  1841,  381 

Salem,  Mass.  rain  at,  from  1820  to  1840,  32 

temperature  of,  from    1807  to  1840,  142 

duties,  &c.  at  144 

Endicott  pear  tree  at  226 

tunnell  at  265 

Sales  of  Philadelphia  vessels  53 

Salt  rock  in  Virginia,  described  210 

Salt  spring,  a  new  in  New  York  227 

Salt  water,  discovered  in  Michigan  191 

New  York  227 
Saratoga  springs,  statistics  of  77 
Schools,  public  of  Pennsylvania,  J.  J.  Barclay's  ad- 
dress giving  a  history  of  1 
number  of,  in  Pittsburg  15 
public  of  Philadelphia  county,  cost  of  from 

1836  to  1840,  196 
in  the  United  States  and  students  1840,  235 
of  Maine,  statistics  of  265 
fund  of  Tennessee  274 
public,  of  Connecticut  286' 
in  Massachusetts,  statistics  of  320 
fund  in  South  Carolina  358 
Schuylkill  Company,  steam  engines  and  colliery  de- 
scribed 171 
river,  channel  deepening  186 
bank,  report  of  299 
Scott,  Brig.  Gen.  appointed  Major  General,  20 
Search,  the  right  of,  correspondence  between  Lord 

Palmerston  and  Mr.  Stevenson  340 

President's  views  of  370 

Segars  imported  from  Manilla,  by  Regie  of  France  352 
Seward,  Gov.  of  New  York,  proclamation  on  stolen 

field  pieces,  208 

Shad  fishery  of  Massachusetts,  facts  respecting  79 

Shamokin  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  history  of  231 
Sheep,  number  of  in  New  York,  Great  Britain  and 

France,  254 

driven  from  Massachusetts  to  Illinois  352 

number  of,  and  quantity  of  wool  in  U.  S.  343 

Shells,  explosive,  experiments  with  Jones's  192 

Sheriif  of  Philadelphia  county,  payments  to,  from 

1836  to  1840,  194 

Shoe  pegs,  manufactory  of  in  New  Hampshire,  346 

Shoes,  number  imported  from  France,  346 

Ships  building  in  Maine,  240 

Silk  manufacture  in  Georgia,  92 

Nashville,  Tennessee,  46 

culture  extensive  in  Massachusetts  89 

female  industry  in  manufacturing  92 

a  Yankee  cultivates,  in  Jamaica,  160 

manufactures  of  Ohio,  176 

in  Maryland,  254 
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Silk  culture  in  South  Carolina, 

convention  in  Massachusetts 
Silver  ore  produced  in  North  Carolina, 
Winking  fund  of  Indiana, 

Skeleton,  large,  exhumed  from  a  mound  in  Ohio 
?}lavc,  fugitive,  demand  of  (jovernnr  of  New  York 
population,  comparative  views  of 
fugitives,  controversy  on 
i^«moking  prohiliited  by  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
iSnakes  abundant  in  Loui-:iana 

Snows,  304 

Societies,  secret,  Prcs.  Tyler's  proclamation  against 
South  Carolina,  decision  respecting  lianks 
great  fire  in  Georgetown 
silk  culture  in 
Gov.  Kichariison's  message 
treaty  with  Catawba  Indians,  title 
8perii«,  ra'e  of  in  Philadclihia  from  1825  to  1841, 
Spencer,  John  C.  appointed  Secretary  of  \^'ar 
Spotted  Fever,  in  Kentucky 
Squadron,  report  in  House  of  Representatives  on  a 

Home 
Steam  engine,  a  rotary  described 

boats,  Cunard's,  passages  of  59 

bridge  at  Portsmouth,  Missouri 

i)oats,   passenger    recovers   damage    for   not 

starting  at  appointed  time 
boat  Erie,  dreadful  destruction  of  l)y  fire      136 
engine,   remarkable    feat    on    the    Blossburg 

]{aiiroad 
boats,  Cunard's,  length  of  passages  for  one 

year 
boat  great  speed  of  a  160 

engines  nf  Schuylkill  county  described 
frigate  Kamschatka,  described 
navigation  of  Mediterranean 
ship  (,'larian  uses  anlliracife  coal 
tug,  Leavenworth's 
ship  Caledonia  in  a  gale 
boat,  the  first  on  Long  Island  sound 
arrives  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Troy,  successful  and  quick  passige.s 
engine,  performanro  of  a 
boat  large,  built  at  Oswego  N.  Y. 
Stephens's  travels,  anecdote  and  great  sale  of 
Slocks,  table  showincr  depreciation  of  in  Philadelphia 
from  1838  to  1811. 
bank  ^lability  of  in  Boston 
in  Philadelphia,  (luetualions  o'',  tabic  showing 
averages  in  1841, 
Strong,  Josiah  dies 

Submarine  panoply  of  dipt   Taylor  tried  189 

Sugar,  export  of  from  New  Orleans  1836  to  1841, 
Sulphur,  flowers  of  found  in  Iowa 
Sunbury,  P.i.  lead  mine  and  maniificture  at  ;{81 

Surplus  revenue  divided  in  New  Hampshire 
Swamps,  health  of,  in  North  Carolina 


Tables  showing  quantity  of  rain  vvhicii  fell  each 
year  in  May  and  June  fioin  1825  to  1841, 

showing  |)opul:ition.  schools,  blind,  deaf  and 
ilumb,  in  Pittsburg 

t-howing  ])opulalion  of  each  county  in  Penn- 
sylvania 1830  to  1840  nnd  increase 

showing  revenue  and  ex|icnditures  of  New- 
York  from  1833  to  1840, 

of  rates  of  exchange  and  bank  notes  and 
specie  in  Phibulelphia  from  1825  to  1841, 

hhowim;  operations  of  iho  P.aloigh  and  Gas- 
ton Kailroad  ('ompany 

showing  value  of  articles  im])ort('d  in  1838- 
'39  and  '40  free  of  iluly  and  the  amount  of 
duty  which  would  accrue  at  20  per  cent. 

showing  import-;,  rxjiorts,  and  consumption 
of  cofiTee  in  the  United  States  from  I'S^l 
Jo  1840, 
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Tables  showing  ratio  of  votes  to  population,  voters 

and  votes  in  Boston  at  Presidential  election  60 

showing   increase   per  cent,   of  business  in 

Boston  63 

showing  imports  into  the  United  States  from 

1834  to  1840,  free  of  duty  and  paying  duty  62 

showing  gross  amount  of  duties,  deduction 
under  Compromise  act,  actual  duties,  duties 
refunded,  drawback--  paid  on  foreign  mdze. 
exported,  on  domestic  refined  sugar  and 
spirits  exported,  bounty  on  pickled  fish, 
allowances  to  vessels  in  fisheries,  expenses 
of  collection,  and  nett  duties  on  mdze.  from 
1834  to  1840,  66 

showing  free  articles  consumed  in  1838  70 

showing  value  of  certain  articles  imported  in 
1840,  free  of  duty  and  what  would  be  the 
amount  at  20  per  cent.  70 

showing  average  cost  per  pound  of  certain 
articles  and  specific  duty  ad  valorem  of  20 
per  cent.  71 

showing  quantity  of  wines  imported  in  1840 
cost  and  duties  per  act  of  1836,  and  duty 
at  20  per  cent.  71 

showing  specific  duties  on  wines  imported  in 
1840,  cost,  duty  of  1836  and  at  20  per  ct. 
ad  val.  71 

sliowing  value  of  articles  subject  to  a  duty 
less  than  20  per  cent,  imported  in  1840, 
which  will  pay  20  per  cent,  under  the  new 
act,  71 

showing  receipts  nnd  exports  of  cotuin,  at 

Mobile  in  July  and  Aug.  1332  to  1841,    74   159 

showing  arrivals  and  tonnage  of  vessels  at 

New  York  form  1810  to  1840,  77 

of  trade  between  New  Orleans  and  Cuba  in 

flour,  lard  and  cotton  in  1840,  77 

showing  the  number  of  matriculates  and  gra- 
duates at  University  of  North  Carolina  in 
1840,  (see  also  page  164)  79 

showing  the  coal  and  iron  trade  on  the  canals 

of  Wales  from  1829  to  1831,  80 

showing  the  appropriations  and  expenditures 
of  the  United  States  for  civil  list,  foreign 
intercourse,  military  establishments,  pen- 
sions, fortifications,  internal  iu-iprovements, 
Indian  departments  and  naval  establish- 
ments each  year  from  1829  to  1840,  90 

showing  commerce  with  France  and  tlie  IT. 

States,  &c.  102  to  110 

of  comparative   temperature    of  New  York 

and  Philadelphia  134 

showing  quarterly  averages  of  Bank  of  Eng- 
land from  1832  to  1839,  150 

.showing  par  value,  capital,  sales  and  depre- 
ciation of  bank  stock  in  Philadelphia  from 
1838  to  1841,  154 

showing  the  an-iount  of  trade  between  Great 

Britain  and  the  United  States,  168 

showing  comparative  viev^  of  vessels  of  dif- 
ferent nations  which  entered  Havana  in 
1840,  168 

showing  trade  with  the  interior  at  New  Or- 
leans from  1831  to  1840,  172 

showing  the  monthly  arrivals  at  New  Or- 
leans from  1836  to  1840,  174 

showing  arrivals,  storks  and  exports  of  cot- 
ton from  New  Orleans  from  1831  to  1841,       184 

showing  the  same  of  tobacco  185 

of  exports  of  sugar  and   molasses  from  New 

Orleans  from  1836  to  1811,  186 

showing  quantify  of  acres  and  assessed  value 

of  lands  in  Virginia,  208 

showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  in  American 
and  foreign  vessels  in  year  ending  the  30th 
September,  1840,  ?13 
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Tables,  showing  summary  statement  of  exports  from 
U.  S.  1840 
showing  the  coastwise  coal  trade  of  England 

18_'0  to  '40 
showing  inspections,  stocks  and  markets  of 

tobacco  in  Virginia,   !S40  to  '41 
showing  value  of  imports,  exports  and  ton- 
nage, U.S.  1840 
showing  the  foreign  exports  to  each  country, 

1840 
showing  the  commeire  of  each  state  and  ter- 
ritory 184') 
showing  toimage  entered  and  cleared  in  each 

state   1840 
showing   American    and   British    Tonnage, 

cleared  from  the  U.  S.  1834  to  '.59 
showing  dividends  of  Boston   Banks  for  10 
years;  also  capital,  date  of  incorporation, 
loss  of  interest,  &c.  302  304  312  314 

showing  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  in  the 
white,  free  colored  and  slave  population  in 
1840  3S0  to 

showing  No.,  tonnage,  crews,  and  countries 
from  whence  American  and  foreign  vessels 
entered   IS 40 
showing  same  of  vessels  cleared 
showing  iiati(mal  character  of  vessels  entered 

and  cleared  1840 
showing  the  internal  i:iiprovcmcnt  companies 
of  Tennessee,  and  aiijount  invested  by  the 
State  in  each 
of  the  rise  and  fall  of  water  in  Lake  Erie 
showing  the  number  of  conferences,  preachers 
and  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States  1774  to  1840 
showing  length,  cost,  repairs,  receipts,  pas- 
sengers &c.  of  the  Mass.  railroads,  1837  to  '40, 
number,  tonnage,  crews  vScc,  of  American  and 
foreign  vessels  cleared  from  each  district 
of  United  States  1S40 

do  do  entered  1840 

showing  comparative  increase  of  population 
in  the  U.  S.,  1830  to  '4i),  numerical  and 
per  cent, 
showing  comparative  increase  in  the  Nor- 
thern, Eastern,  Middle,  Southern,  and 
Slave-holding  States 
showing  a  condensed  view  of  the  tonnage  of 

each  district  of  United  States  1840 
showing  date  of  closing  the  Erie  canal  1825 

to '41 
showing  the  montlily  fluctuation  of  stocks  in 

Philadelphia 
showing  general  census  of  Maryland 
showing  do  of  U.  S.  as  corrected  by  do 
Tahiti,  American  commerce  with 
Tall  family,  a,  in  New  Hampshire 
Tariff  of  Venezuela,  change  of  duties 

Mr.  Clifford's  speech  and  tables.  1838,  '39,  '40 
Gov.  Paine  ofVermont,  views  of 
President  Tyler's  views  of 
Taylor,  Captain,  sub-marine  panoply  149 

Taxes  in  Apalachicola 
Temperance  laws  in  old  times 
Tenant,  decision  against  for  a  flour  mill  burnt  in  his 

possession 
Tennessee,  silk  weaving  manufactory 
State  Hank  of,  condition  of 
Gov.  Polk  of.  message 
debt,  bonds,  &c. 

smoking  prohibited  by  Legislature 
inaugural  message  of  Gov.  Jones 
report  of  secretary  of  State  on  internal 

improvement  companies 
tables  showing  amount  of  State  invest- 
ment in  do  ' 
Tosaj?,  debt  of 


248 
256 
263 

264 
280 
281 
282 
290 

329 


344 
345 

346 


348 
3.50 


267 
267 


360 

362 

364 
365 

367 

367, 

378  ' 

I 

381  • 

382  I 
395 
396 
171; 
384  ' 

45 : 
60 ; 

338  I 
372! 
223  ' 
13  I 
107  i 
i 

279  ! 

46 

78 
273 
274 
293  ! 
295 

347 

348 

304 


I  Texas,  a  new  species  of  cotton  described  315 
I  Tin  ore  discovered  and  described  in  N.  Hampshire  63 
j                found  in  Iowa  352 
I  Tobacco  arrives  at  St.  Louis  from  Platte  country  52 
[                sales  of  sun-cured,  at  Lynchburg,  Va,  53 
j                 trade  and  duties  with  France,  1828  to  '38  105 
average  prices  in  Henderson  county,  Ken- 
tucky, 1820  to '40  105 
nature  of  the  reg-ie  in  France  explained  105 
I                from  China  to  Havre  140 
I                 arrivals,  stocks,  exports,  &c.  of,  from  New 
I                     Orleans,  1831  to  '41  184 
I                 premiums  on,  at  N.  Orleans  offered  216 
chronology  and  statistics  of,  1496  to  1840  252 
raised  in  Illinois  255 
inspections,  stocks,  &c.  in  Va.,  1840  and  '41  263 
Toll  on  Western  Railroad,  rates  of  342 
Tombigby  river,  gas  issues  from  154 
Tonnage  entered  and  cleared  in  each  State,  1840  282 
American  and  British  cleared  from  United 

States,  1824  and  '39  291 
condensed  view  of  each  district  378 
Tornado  in  Massachusetts                                             47  53 
New  Hampshire  35 
Townsend,  Joseph,  dies  229 
Travelling,  expeditious                           74  98  160  176  384 
expenses,  in  old  times  149 
Trea.sury  notes,  monthly  return  16  92  156  219  292  366 
Independent,  act,  repealing  149 
letter  of  resignation  of  T.  Ewing  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  187 
comptroller's  instructions  on  duties,  263 
circular  to  collectors,  316 
Treaty,  Louisiana,  facts  respecting,  stated,  183 
Tree,  a  remarkable  352 
large,  in  North  Carolina,  416 
Troops,  number  and  force  of,  in  service,  385 
Truro,  Massachusetts,  suffering  from  storm,  328 
Tuckerman.  Rev.  Frederick,  dies  in  the  pulpit,  346 
Tunnel  at  Salem  described,  265 
Tyler,  President,  proclamation  against  secret  societies,   208 
correspondence  with  Mrs.  Harrison,  7 
message    inclosing    memorial    on 

bankrupt  law  from  New  York,  13 

appointments  by  20 
letter  on   arrival   of  Greenough's 

statue  of  Washington,  96 

veto  on  Fiscal  Bank  bill,  110 
public  meeting  at  Washington,  on 

disrespect  to,  his  reply,  139 

veto  on  Fiscal  Corporation  bill,  169 
cabinet  resignations  &c.,  187  188  217 
asks  a  nolle  prosequi  to  be  entered 

towards  persons  who  insulted  him,  352 

annual  message,  369 
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Public  Schools  of  PcuBi<>iylvanIa. 

Extract  from  an  Address  delivered  at  the  Zane  Street  Public 
School  House,  on  Wednesday,  March  31sf,  1841,  by 
James  J.  Bauclat,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  tlie  Public  Schools,  for  the  First  Section  of  the  First 
School  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

Past  history,  present  condition,  and  future  prospects  of 
edtication  luithin  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  illustrious  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  deeply  solicitous 
to  advance  the  happiness  of  his  race,  exerted  himself  at  an 
early  period  of  his  government  to  provide  for  the  instruction 
of  the  young.  Scarcely  had  the  infant  colony  begun  to  ex- 
ist when  a  public  school  was  commenced,  and  a  few  years 
after  chartered  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Markham  and  the 
Council;  and  on  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  the  eighth 
month,  Anno  Domini  1701,*  a  new  act  of  incorporation 
was  granted  to  it  by  William  Penn,  under  the  title  of  "The 
Overseers  of  the  Public  School  founded  in  Philadelphia  at 
the  request,  costs  and  charges  of  the  people  of  God,  called 
Quakers."  This  Charter  recites  that  a  petition  had  been 
presented  by  Samuel  Carpenter  and  others,  on  the  KHh  day 
of  the  u'lh  month,  1697,  '98  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
"  setting  forth  that  it  was  the  desire  of  many  that  a  school 
should  be  set  up  and  upheld  in  the  said  town  of  Philadel- 
phia, where  poor  children  might  be  freely  maintained,  taught 
and  educated  in  good  literature  until  they  should  be  fit  to  be 
put  apprentices,  or  capable  to  he  masters  or  ushers  in  the 
said  schools ;"  and  requesting  the  Governor  and  Council,  to 
ordain,  "  that  at  the  said  town  of  Philadelphia,  a  public 
school  might  be  founded,  where  all  children  and  servants, 
male  and  female,  whose  parents,  guardians  or  masters  might 
be  willing  to  subject  them  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
School,  should  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  overseers  thereof,  for  the  time  being,  be  received  or  ad- 
mitted, taught  and  instructed  ;  the  rich  at  reasonable  rates, 
and  the  poor  to  be  maintained  and  schooled  for  nothing." — 
On  the  '2Uth  of  July.  1708,|  additional  powers  were  granted: 
and  on  the  29th  of  November,  171  l,t  the  charter  was  again 
modified  and  the  title  changed  to  that  of  "  the  Overseers  of 
the  Public  Schools  founded  by  charter  in  the  town  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  Pennsylvania. § 

The  Preamble  declares  that  "  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
of  any  peo{)le,  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  good 
education  of  youth  and  their  early  instruction  in  the  princi- 
ples of  true  religion  and  virtue,  and  in  qualifying  them  to 
serve  their  country  and  themselves  by  breeding  them  in 
reading,  writing,  learning  of  languages,  and  useful  arts  and 
sciences  suitable  to  their  age,  sex  and  degree  ;  which  cannot 
be  effected  in  any  manner  so  well  as  by  erecting  public 
schools  for  the  fiurposes  aforesaid."  It  thus  appears  that  it 
was  the  design  of  the  wise  and  virtuous  Penn,  and  his  as- 


*  Inrolled  in  the  Rolls'  office,  in  Patent  book  A,  volume 
2d,  page  202,  &c. 

f  Inrolled  in  the  Rolls'  office,  in  Patent  book  A,  volume 
4lh,  page  185,  &c. 

i    nrolled  in  the  Rolls'  office,  in  Patent  book  A,  volume 
4th,  page  280,  &c. 

4  The  motto,  which  was  chosen  by  Penn,  is  "  Good  In- 
struction is  better  than  Riches." 
Vol,  v.— 1 


sociates,  that  all  the  pupils  should  be  taught  ort  the  same 
footing,  and  that  their  education  should  embrace  the  study 
of  the  languages,  arts  and  sciences.  Under  the  judicious 
management  of  the  overseers  th,e  schools  became  flourish- 
ing— legacies  were  left  to  enlarge  them  ;  all  the  bequests, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  of  one  hundred  pounds,  were,  I 
believe,  from  members  of  the  society  of  Friends.  The 
benefits  of  the  schools  have  been  enjoyed  principally  by 
those  who  did  not  belong  to  the  society.  The  average  num- 
ber of  pupils  educated  on  the  foundation,  has  been  for  se- 
veral years  past  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- five;  of 
which,  the  children  of  Friends  have  formed  about  a  tenth 
part.  These  schools  continue  in  a  prosperous  state  and  con- 
fer great  benefits  on  the  community. 

The  next  Public  School  was  founded  in  1753,  under  the 
title  of  the  "Academy  and  Charitable  School  in  the  province 
of  Pennsylvania."  In  1755,  the  charter  was  extended  and 
the  title  changed  to  "  the  Trustees  of  the  College  Academy 
and  Charitable  School  of  the  (Jity  of  Philadelphia  fn  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania  ;"  and  in  I7S9,  tliis  inslifution  be- 
came permanently  united  with  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

From  the  first  establishment  of  the  Academy  until  1823, 
two  charity  schools,  the  one  for  boys,  the  other  for  girls,  had 
been  kopt  open  by  the  Trustees.  In  1823,  the  Trustees  were 
enabled  to  open  another  school  for  boys,  in  consequence  of 
an  appropriation  made  by  the  executors  of  Mr.  John  Kcble, 
of  a  portion  of  his  estate  for  that  j)urpose.  On  the  first  of 
the  present  year,  these  three  schools  eoi:tairred  above  one 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars. 

With  the  exception  of  the  schools  above  mentioned,  littlo 
was  done  until  the  period  of  the  revolution.  During  that 
memorable  struggle,  when  the  people  vvere  contending  for 
their  very  existence,  this  cause,  so  dear  to  them,  was  not  for- 
gotten. The  patriots  and  sages  of  1776,  who  framed  our 
first  Constitution,  provided  by  the  4th  section  of  the  2d 
chapter  of  that  instrument,  th.it  "  a  school  or  schools  shall 
be  established  in  eacli  county,  by  t!ie  Legislature,  for  th« 
convenient  instruction  of  youth,  with  such  salaries  to  the 
masters,  paid  by  the  public,  as  may  enable  them  to  instruct 
youth  at, low  prices;  and  all  useful  learning  shall  be  duly  en- 
couraged and  promoted  in  one  or  more  Universities." 

The  Constitution  of  the  2d  of  September,  1790,  declares, 
(Article  7,  Section  1st,)  that  "the  Legislature  shall  as  soon 
as  conveniontly  may  be,  provide  by  law  for  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  throughout  the  Stale,  in  such  manner  that 
the  poor  may  be  taught  gratis  ;"  and,  (Section  2tl,)  that  "the 
aits  and  sciences  shall  be  promoted  in  one  or  more  semina- 
ries of  learning."  The  satne  provisions  are  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  22d  of  February,  1838. 

Between  1734  and  the  pre.sent  time,  the  Legislature  has 
endowed  many  seminaries  of  learning;  but  they  are,  with' 
perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions,  connected  with  some  religi- 
ious  denomination  ;  or  payment  is  required  for  the  tuition  of 
the  pupils.  In  1786,  the  Legislature  set  apart  sixty  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  endowing  public" 
schools  in  the  difllerent  counties  <if  the  State. 

In  1796,  an  association  of  Ladies  of  the  society  of  Friend* 
was  frtrmcd  for  the  purpose  of  educating  girls  wiihoutcharge. 
It  owed  its  origin  chiefly  to  the  exertions  of  Miss  Am* 
Parrish  and  Miss  Catharine  W,  Morris.  The  pupils  werc= 
at  first  instructed  by  the  members  of  the  association  :  6ul>- 
sequently  regular  teachers  were  cmpbyed,  and  a  neat  two- 
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Story  brick  building  erected  on  the  north  side  of  Cherry  near 
Tenth  streets.  Aliout  seventy  pupils  are  now  receiving  in- 
struction, under  ihc  charge  of  two  teachers,  in  the  ordinary 
branches  of  an  English  education  and  in  sewing. 

The  good  example  set  by  these  benevolent  ladies,  was  fol- 
Jowcd  by  the  other  sex;  and  in  1799,  a  school  for  boys  was 
undertaken  l)y  a  few' active  and  disinterested  young  men  ; 
among  whom  were  William  Nekcrvis,  Philip  Garrett  and 
Joseph  Briggs.  A  night  school  was  first  opened,  and  in- 
struction given  by  the  members,  fn  the  following  year  the 
society  was  enlarged,  and  in  1801  re-modelled  under  the 
title  of  "  'J'hc  Philadeli)hiu  Society  for  the  Establishment 
and  Support  of  Charity  Schools." 

The  members  of  the  society  rapidly  increased,  and  an  act 
of  incorporation  became  necessary.  It  was  hastened  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  the  benevolent  Christopher  Lud- 
wick,  f'jrmerly  superintendent  of  bakers  and  director  of 
baking  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.*  He  left  the  residue 
and  remainder  of  his  estate,  which  he  estimated  at  three 
thousand  pounds,  to  an  institution  and  free  school,  to  be  es- 
tablished in  the  City  or  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
echooling  gratis  of  poor  children  of  all  denominations,  in 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  without  any  excep- 
tion to  the  country,  extraction,  or  religious  principles,  of 
tlieir  parents  or  friends.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  the  society  to  obtain  this  legacy.  They  had  strong  com- 
petitors in  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  were  equally  desirous  to  procure  it.  That  party  which 
should  first  obtain  a  charter  would  succeed.  Every  effort 
was  made  by  both.  Charters  were  prepared  and  submitted 
to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Courts,  and  were  duly  examined  and  approved.  The  Judges, 
having  had  an  intimation  of  the  state  of  the  case,  were  par- 
ticular in  delivering  the  charters  to  the  respective  parties  at 
the  same  time.  They  proceeded  to  and  met  at  the  mansion 
of  Governor  McKean,  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Pine 
streets.  He,  also  aware  of  these  facts,  having  given  his  ap- 
proval, delivered  to  each  party  his  charter  at  the  same  mo- 
ment. So  far  neither  had  any  advantage  ;  but  another  step 
was  requisite — the  enrullment  of  the  charters  ;  and  the  Rolls 
office  was  at  Lancaster.  The  day  was  hot ;  (it  was  July  ;) 
the  roads  dusty  ;  the  journey  long.  Noon  was  approaching. 
The  'JVustees  had  provided  an  express.  The  interests  of 
the  society  were  confided  to  Joseph  Bennett  Eves,  Esquire, 
one  of  its  most  zealous  members.  He  set  off  himself  in  a 
sulky — p:issed  the  express  rider — reached  Lancaster  between 
7  and  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  had  the  charter  inrolled 
without  delay.  The  society  received  about  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  from  Mr.  Ludwick's  estate  ;  other  legacies  have  since 
been  received.  The  Board  of  Managers,  in  their  last  report, 
January,  1S41,  speak  in  high  terms  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  schools  under  their  care  ;  (one  for  boys  and  one  for 
girls  ;)  and  state,  that  since  their  establishment,  upwards  of 
12,500  pupils  have  been  educated  in  them. 

Another  Society  was  established  in  September,  1807,  at 
the  instance  of  Thomas  Scattergood  and  some  other  benevo- 
lent in.lividuals,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Philadelphia  Asso- 
ciation of  Friends  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children." 

The  first  school  was  opened  for  white  boys  at  the  corner 
of  Moravian  and  Watkin's  alley.  In  1809, 'it  was  removed 
to  n  new  building  erected  by  the  Association  in  Pegg  street, 
nnd  was  continued  there  for  about  nine  years,  under  the 
name  of  the  Adel|)hi  School.  It  was  conducted  on  the  Lan- 
casterian  plan,  and  was  generally  known  as  the  Sand  School, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  pu[)ils  being  first  taught  to 
write  in  sand.  In  1812,  a  girls  school  was  opened  in  the 
same  building.— On  the  29th  of  July,  1818,  the  schools  were 
suspended,  and  the  school  house  rented  to  the  Directors  of 
the  Public  Schools.  From  the  opening  of  the  school  in  Mo- 
ravian alley  to  1818,  about  270U  pupils  had  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  institution. 

In  1825  the  association  opened  a  school  for  colored  chil- 
dren jn  Cherry  street,  and  in  1832  removed  it  to  a  building 


*  Ho  died  on  the  17th  of  June,  1801,  at  the  advanced  age 
ol  cigiity. ,  ■ 


they  had  erected  for  that  purpose,  situate  in  Wager  street ; 
where  they  have  an  infant  and  girls  school. 

On  the  4  th  of  April,  1SU9,  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act 
to  provide  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  gratis.  The  As- 
sessors were  required  to  return  to  the  County  Commissioners 
the  names  of  those  children  whose  parents  were  unable  to 
pay  for  their  education.  After  the  list  had  been  examined, 
and  the  selection  made  by  the  Counly  Commissioners,  no- 
tice was  to  be  given  by  the  Assessors  to  the  parents  of  the 
pupils,  and  to  the  Teachers  within  the  Township,  Ward,  or 
District.  The  Teachers  were  required  to  admit  and  teach 
all  such  children  as  other  children  v^-ere  taught,  and  charge 
the  cour;ty  with  the  amount.  This  law  was  defective  in  its 
provisions  and  oppressive  in  its  operation,  and  did  not  ac- 
complish the  object  designed. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1812,  a  supplement  was  passed, 
by  which  the  County  Commissioners  were  required  to  fix 
upon  the  Teachers  and  price  of  tuition,  and  furnish  the  pu- 
pils with  books  and  stationery.  The  County  Commissioners 
were  authorized,  if  they  thought  the  public  good,  or  the  ed- 
ucation of  the  pupils,  would  be  promoted,  to  establish  public 
schools  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regulations  as  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  respective  Boards  of  Commissioners  of  the  Town- 
ship of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  District  of  Southwark 
should  approve.  The  provisions  of  this  act  were  confined 
to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southwark,  and 
Townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Penn,  Moyamensing 
and  Passyunk.  Neither  did  this  Act  produce  the  desired 
eflect;  it  also  was  partial  in  its  operation,  and  expensive  ; 
neither  was  there  any  proper  supervision  of  the  pupils,  nor 
check  upon  the  Teachers. 

We  are  now,  however,  approaching  a  period  which  gave 
a  new  direction  to  the  management  of  public  education. 

In  the  Winter  of  1816-17,  distress  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, prevailed  among  the  poorer  classes  of  our  city  and  the 
adjoining  districts.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  counting- 
house  of  the  late  venerable  philanthropic  Robert  Ralston,  to 
devise  means  for  their  relief.  Measures  were  promptly  and 
successfully  adopted  for  this  purpose.  It  became  apparent 
to  those  engaged  in  this  laudable  undertaking  that  something 
further  should  be  done — and  the  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  Public  Economy  was  established. 

Various  committees  of  the  society  were  appointed  ;  one 
of  them  on  public  schools.  Of  this  commiitee,  the  late  la- 
mented Roberts  Vaux  was  Chairman,  Jonah  Thompson  was 
Secretary,  and  William  Fry,  John  Claxton  and  Thomas  F. 
Learning  were  active  members.  In  October,  I8l7,  the  Com- 
mittee made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  draft  of  a  bill. 

On  the  third  of  March,  1818,  the  act  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  children  at  public  expense,  within  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  was  passed.  This  act  is  justly 
considered  the  basis  of  the  present  system  of  public  educa- 
tion. It  erected,  as  you  are  aware,  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia  into  a  school  district,  and  subdivided  it  into 
sections;  established  a  Board  of  Control  for  the  general  re- 
gulation of  the  district,  and  of  Directors  of  the  different  sec- 
tions, for  the  more  immediate  supervision  of  the  schools  in 
their  respective  sections.  The  act  directed  that  the  schools 
should  be  on  the  Lancasterian  system. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1818,  the  Board  of  Control  was  or- 
ganized. Two  schools  were  opened  in  Southwark,  two  in 
Moyamensing,  two  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  one  in  Penn 
Township,  and  a  model  school,  under  the  charge  of  Joseph 
Lancaster,  in  the  City.  The  first  report  of  the  Board  bears 
date  the  11th  of  February,  1819;  at  which  time  upwards  of 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  children  were  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  instruction  in  these  schools. 

The  annual  expense  of  each  pupil  under  the  Act  of  1812, 
averaged  about  eleven  dollars  ;  under  the  new  system  it  was 
reduced  to  seven  dollars  and  forty  three  cents. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1828,  there  were  twenty  schools 
on  the  Lancasterian  plan  in  the  first  district,  and  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  had  increased  to  4297  ;  which,  with  760  taught 
in  the  country  parts  of  the  district,  made  the  whole  number 
5057. 

The  cause  was  now  eteadily  gaining  ground.     The  sue- 
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cess  which  had  already  crowned  the  exertions  of  its  friends, 
animated  them  to  renewed  efforts.  A  society  was  formed 
for  its  advancement.  The  Governors  called  the  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  it;  and  Committees  of  both  houses  of  the 
General  Assembly  made  reports  in  favor  of  extending  its 
advantages  to  the  whole  Commonwealth. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1831,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  general  system  of  education ;  a  common 
school  fund  was  provided,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  Auditor  General,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
office,  appointed  Commissioners,  for  the  management  of  it. 
On  the  19th  day  of  Dec,  18.31,  Roberts  Vaux,  who  had 
presided  over  the  Uoard  of  Control  since  its  organization, 
resigned  his  situation.  The  Board,  justly  appreciating  his 
valuable  services,  and  generous  devotion  in  advancing  the 
system  of  public  instruction,  addressed  him  a  communica- 
tion, from  which  the  following  is  an  extract.  "A  long 
course  of  faithful,  judicious,  and  unremitting  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  school  system  of  this  district,  prompt- 
ed by  the  purest  motives,  and  sustained  by  unwearied  zeal, 
entitles  you  to  the  respectful  gratitude  of  the  community  for 
which  you  have  successfully  labored ;  while  a  frank  and 
dignified  intercourse,  and  an  independent  discharge  of  your 
duties  in  this  Board  have  conciliated  and  secured  the  esteem 
and  attachment  of  your  colleagues."  Thomas  Dunlap  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Vaux,  and  brought  with  him  the  same  ardent 
zeal  that  animated  his  predecessor. 

The  Directors  and  Controllers  became  satisfied  that  some 
improvements  could  be  advantageously  introduced  with  re- 
spect to  the  instruction  of  young  children.  The  infant 
school  society  had  existed  several  years.  '  It  was  instituted 
in  1827  by  those  who  are  always  ready  to  promote  whatever 
is  calculated  to  alleviate  the  sufferings,  or  increase  the  hap- 
piness of  their  fellow  creatures.  'I'hey  who  founded,  still 
sustain  the  society,  with  all  that  unobtrusive  and  persever- 
ing energy  which  distinguishes  the  female  character. 

With  unwearied  diligence,  unexhausted  patience,  and 
undiminished  ardor  they  have  toiled  and  struggled  to  support 
the  schools  under  their  care.  Their  exertions  are,  no  doubt, 
well  known  to  you,  and  show  how  much  benefit  may  be 
conferred  with  very  scanty  means. 

In  the  year  1832  a  model  infant  school  was  established, 
and  during  the  year  1834,  four  others  two  in  the  city  and 
two  in  the  county.  The  benefit  of  these  schools  was  so 
manifest,  that  it  became  a  matter  of  serious  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  establish  a  number  of 
primary,  in  which  children  should  be  prepared  for  the  high- 
er schools.  ' 

On  the  first  of  April,  1S34,  an  act  was  passed  to  estab- 
lish a  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  them.  This  act  was  found  to  be  defective  in 
many  particulars;  and  on  the  13th  of  June,  1836,  a  supple- 
ment was  passed,  which  is  now  in  operation.  By  this  sup- 
plement the  benefits  of  the  public  schools  were  extended  to 
all  children  over  4  years  of  age ;  the  Lancasterian  system  , 
was  not  rendered  obligatory  and  the  Board  of  Control  were 
authorized  to  establish  a  Central  High  School,  I 

During  the  years  183G  and   1837,  many  and  important  I 
changes  took  place.     The  monitorial  system  was  dispensed  ' 
with,  and  assistant  teachers  employed.     After  mature  con- 1 
sideration,  it  was  determined  to  open  thirty  primary  schools  ■ 
and  in  the  following  year,  the  number  was  increased  to  six- 
ty.    These  schools  were  placed  under  the  direction  of  fe- 1 
male  teachers.     In  all  the  girls'  schools  throughout  the  dis-  | 
trict,  the  Principals  and  Assistants  were  females.     It  was 
now  proposed  that  the  Assistants  in  the  boys'  schools  might 
also  be  females.     The  proposition,  after  some  hesitation,  was 
agreed  to;  and  all  the  Assistants  in  the  boys'  schools, in  the 
city,  and  in  most  of  those  of  the  county,  now  are  females.  , 
The  result  has  been  most  satisfactory  ;  and  while  the  public 
good  has  been  promoted,  honorable  employment  has  been 
afforded   to  those  whose  sphere  of  usefulness  has  been  too 
circumscribed.     The   gentleness   of  the  female   character 
could  not  fail  to  produce  a  salutary  influence  on  the  man-  1 
ners  of  the  pupils;  and  they  are  stimulated  to  exertion  by  the 
example,  and  encouraged  by  the  precepts  of  their  instructors. ' 


The  establishment  of  a  Seminary,  in  which  the  most  dis- 
tinguished pupils  should  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
instruction  in  the  highest  branches  of  education,  was  a  de- 
sideratum. Without  it  the  system  did  not  appear  to  be 
complete.  Such  an  institution,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
seems  to  have  been  contemplated  soon  after  the  settlement 
of  the  colony. 

The  distribution  of  the  public  funds,  it  was  supposed, 
would  afford  the  means  of  accomplishing  this  design,  without 
increasing  the  public  burdens.  The  controllers,  therefore, 
determined  on  the  foundation  of  a  High  School.  It  was 
commenced  in  September,  18  )7,  and  opened  in  1838,  under 
able  Professors.  'J'he  pupils  were  selected  from  the  public 
schools  ;  and  in  admissions,  merit  was  the  only  passport. — 
There  are  three  courses,  viz  : 

The  FiiiST,  or  English  Course,  limited  in  duration  to 
two  years,  includes  the  following  branches  : — English  Gram- 
mar, Reading,  Speaking  and  Composition,  Geography,  His- 
tory, Moral  Instruction,  Arithmetic,  Elementary  Algelira  and 
Geometry,  the  Elements  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Natural 
History,  Writing  and  Drawing.  This  course  is  recommend- 
ed for  pupils  luhose  services  ivill  perhaps  be  required  by 
their  parents  in  about  tiuo  years  after  entering'  the  High 
School.  It  is  complete  in  itself,  as  far  as  the  time  which 
the  pupil  can  devote  to  his  education,  permits,  and  is,  there- 
fore, much  to  be  preferred  to  taking  merely  a  part  of  the  oth- 
er courses. 

The  Seconp,  or  Principal  Course,  will  comprehend 
English  Grammar,  the  Elements  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles 
Lettres,  Reading,  Speaking  and  Composition,  Geography 
and  History,  the  French  Language,  Lower  and  Higher 
Mathematics,  the  Elements  of  Natural  Philosophy  and 
Chemistry,  Natural  History  and  its  kindred  subjects,  the 
Principles  of  Moral,  Mental,  and  Political  Science,  Writing 
f  and  Drawing.  Instruction  in  Spanish  may  be  added,  if  de- 
I  sired,  but  will  not  be  included  in  the  regular  course.  As 
I  the  instruction  in  some  of  these  branches,  will  only  begin  in 
the  latter  years  of  the  pupil's  stay  at  the  High  School,  it  is 
earnestly  recommended,  that  unless  it  is  probable  that  he 
will  remain  during  the  whole  four  years  at  the  school,  this 
course  be  not  selected  by  the  parent.  This  Principal  Course 
is  intended  as  a  preparation  of  the  pupil  for  pursuits  con- 
nected -with  trade,  or  comrnerce,  manufactures,  or  the  me- 
chanic arts  ;  and  as  a  general  introduction  to  the  special 
studies  which  may  be  required  for  the  particular  pursuit  of 
the  individual. 

The  Third,  or  Classical  Course,  to  occupy  four  years, 
and  embracing  instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek,  with  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  English  and  Scientific  studies  enu- 
merated in  the  principal  department.  Jt  is  recommended  to 
those  parents  who  wish  their  sons  to  enter  College,  after 
passing  through  the  High  School,  or  who  prefer  this  kind 
of  intellectual  training  fur  their  children. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1839,  the  Controllers  had  the 
good  fortune  to  procure  the  services  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  who  now  presides  over  the  school.  Our  limits 
forbid  us  entering  into  further  details,  and  we  refer  to  Dr. 
Bache's  interesting  reports. 

The  distresses  of  the  country,  and  the  exhausted  condition 
of  the  national  treasury,  deprived  the  Board  of  those  re- 
sources which,  it  was  expected,  would  fully  sustain  the 
school.  It  therefore  became  absolutely  necessary  that  others 
should  be  provided,  or  that  the  school  should  be  closed. — 
The  former  course  was  adopted.  If  there  be  any  of  our 
fellow  citizens  who  do  not  approve  of  that  course,  we  ask 
them  to  visit  the  school  and  contemplate  that  bright  band  of 
youths,  who,  with  generous  ardor  are  pressing  forward  in  a 
career,  calculated,  we  hope,  not  only  to  lead  them  to  dis- 
tinction, but  to  shed  glory  upon  our  common  country. — 
We  venture  to  assert  that  the  cost  of  tuition  in  this  school, 
is  lower  than  any  other  in  the  United  States,  where  the 
same  branches  are  taught;  and  without  it,  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  pupils  would  have  had  no  opportunity  of  obtaining 
such  an  education  as  they  are  now  receiving. 

We  have  thus  far  endeavored  to  give  a  slight  sketch  of 
the  progress  of  education  in  our  county ;  and  will  take  a 
rapid  glance  of  its  progress  in  the  State. 
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The  Act  of  Assembly,  establishing  a  general  plan  of  edu- 
cation, divided  the  State  into  Districts ;  and  appropriated 
5100,000  in  addition  to  the  §100,000  received  fioni  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  amount  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed annually  among  the  Districts,  in  proportion  to  the 
taxable  inhabitants. 

On  the  2d  day  of  March,  1835,  the  Superintendent  sub- 
milted  his  first"^  report,  The  report  is  brief;  lor  the  time 
since  the  law  went  into  operation  was  too  short  to  allow  him 
to  receive  much  information.  On  the  5th  of  December, 
1835,  the  second  report  was  made;  and  on  the  2Cth  of 
February,  1836,  a  supplemental  report. 

The  number  of  School  Districts  was 907 

Do  Accepting  Districts, 536 

"  Non-accepting •...   371 

The  number  of  children  taught  under  the  present 

system, 32,o44 

Amount  paid  to  teachers §40,952  50 

Average  expense  per  quarter ifl   12^ 

Number  of  children  taught  under  the  old  pau- 
per system 2o,0G0 

Cost  for  one  year's  tuition $111,720  80 

The  expense  of  tuition  was  therefore  somewhat  diminished. 
On  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1S40,  the  number 

of  school  districts  was • 1,050 

Accepting  districts, 887 

Houses ' ■5,494 

Schools, »....    5,649 

Scholars,  Males 141.124 

Po.      Females 113,784 

Total *  254,908 

Average  in  each  school, 4 1  J| 

Average  cost  of  each  scholar  per  quarter $1  36^ 

•  According  to  the  school  census  for  the  year  1839-40, 
the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 

between  4  and  16  years  of  age,  was 179,268 

The  average  attendance  during  the  summer  of  that 

year,  was 92,698 

Do,  the  winter,    do...  111,844 

Under  4  yeara  of  age,. 7,844 

Over  16        do 11,834 

Total,        19,679 

Deduct  those  over  1 6,  and  under  4  years  of  age, 

and  the  average  attendance  in  winter,  will  he. .    100,000 

Do.  summer,    " 84,854 

Estimated  number  of  children  who  receive  their 

education  in  private  schools  and  academies,. . . .  12,000 
Number  of  children  who  attend  the  schools,  compared  with 
the  number  who  are  dependent  on  them  for  education,  in 
winter,  ten  seventeenths ;  in  summer,  a  small  fraction 
over  one  half. 
Amount  received  by  taxes,  for  teachers*  salaries 

and  fuel, ?477,221  24 

In  New  York,  there  were,  as  estimated,  on  the  first  of 
J,une,  1810,  10,769  school  districts. 

Number  of  children  instructed  in  the  Common  Schools  in 
1839.  572,995. 

Average  term  during  which  the  schools  were  kept  open, 
(in  1839,)  was  8  months. 

In  all  the  cities,  the  schools  were  kept  open  during  the 
whole  year,  with  occasional  vacations,  not  exceeding  a 
month  in  the  whole. 

Number  of  children  between  5  and   16  years  of  age  in 

the  city  of  New  York 62,952 

Number  attending  public  schools 23,528 

do.  Grammar  and    select 

schools, 7,230 

Total,         30,758 

Number  that  did  not  attend  any  school 32,194 

Average  cost  of  each  pupil  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
rather  less  than  $5  per  annum. 

In  other  parts  of  the  State,  about $3  3.5 

School  Fund.— Capital $5,61 7,141   29 

Revenue  received  from  school  fund, 268,400  65 

Average  cost  per  annum  of  each  pupil  in  the  Public 
.Schools,  for  18H9-40, 


Number  of  teachers,  Male 4,488 

Do.  do.       Female 2,050 
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1,639 

2,465 

1,430 

mcrease  of 


1    University, 
7  Colleges, 
57  Academies,. 
33  Female  Seminaries,, 

While  we  observe  with  pleasure  the  rapid 
scholars,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  the  schools  are  not  kept 
open  during  the  whole  year  ;  that  the  building  and  furniture 
are  not  more  suitable ;  and  that  more  efficient  teachers  are 
not  employed. 

It  is  the  most  miserable  economy  to  commit  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  young  to  incompetent  persons  ;  and  thus  reck- 
lessly allow  the  waste  of  that  which 

"  Is  of  more  worth  than  kingdoms ;  far  more  precious 

Than  all  the  crimson  treasures  of  life's  fountain." 
When  we  consider  the  paltry  compensation  which  is  granted 
to  the  teachers  of  our  country  schools,  what  can  we  expect? 
During  the  past  year  the  average  salaries  of  the 

Male  teachers  was $19  39^  per  month. 

Female     do  12  03  do 

These  evils  will  no  doubt  be  speedily  remedied.  The  ex- 
ample and  the  success  of  Philadelphia,  cannot  fail  to  produce 
a  salutary  effect  in  the  country.  The  oft  repeated  sugges- 
tions of  the  diffeient  Superintendents  of  the  schools  will  be 
adopted.  A  school  for  teachers  will  be  established,  which 
will  send  forth  well  trained  and  capable  instructors.  Pos- 
sessing the  learning  and  ability  requisite  for  their  high  call- 
ing, they  will  command  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and 
receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services. 

Venerating  learning,  they  will  impress  on  the  minds  of 
those  committed  to  their  charge,  the  importance  of  acquiring 
it.  Ardent  votaries  themselves,  they  will  infuse  a  correspond- 
ing zeal  into  the  bosoms  of  their  young  disciples.  Exerting 
every  energy  to  discharge,  with  fidelity  and  success,  the 
important  duties  confided  to  them,  they  will  justly  entitle 
themselves  to  the  thanks  of  the  community.  Such  teachers 
are  wanted,  and  such  must  be  had. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  examine  the  pie- 
sent  condition  of  public  education  in  our  District.  Many 
difficulties  attended  its  introduction  ;  but  they  were  met 
with  firmness  and  gradually  surmounted.  The  privilege  of 
sending  a  child  to  a  public  school,  was  at  first  vicvred  with 
indifference ;  it  is  now  embraced  with  eagerness.  In  the 
commencement,  the  public  schools  were  inferior  to  the  pri- 
vate; now  they  are  unsurpassed  by  any,  and  are  justly  ap- 
preciated. The  system  has  been  modified ;  Monitors  have 
been  dispensed  willi,  and  succeeded  by  competent  Assis- 
tants. The  character  of  the  schools  has  been  elevated.  A 
moral  influence  is  exerted  over  the  scholars,  which  has  ren- 
dered resort  to  corporal  punishment  almost  unnecessary. — 
Instead  of  confined  apartments  and  inconvenient  furniture, 
you  have  commodious  buildings  with  all  proper  accommo- 
dations. At  the  very  commencement  of  the  present  system 
in  Philadelphia,  great  care  was  taken  in  the  selection  of 
sites,  and  in  the  construction  of  the  school  houses.  Such 
improvements  have  been  from  time  to  time  adopted,  as  ex- 
perience has  pointed  out. 

Libraries  of  well  selected  books  have  been  provided  for 
the  scholars. 

A  well  chosen  philosophical  apparatus  affords  the  teachers 
a  delightful  medium  of  imparting  instruction. 

In  the  choice  of  school  books  no  pains  have  been  spared 
to  procure  the  very  best. 

The  scholars,  with  few  exceptions,  really  love  their  school, 
and  value  the  high  privileges  they  enjoy.  How  cheering  to 
behold  their  animated  countenances,  radiant  with  hope,  and 
beaming  with  intelligence ;  and  to  reflect  that  the  lessons 
they  are  receiving,  are  calculated  to  make  them  industrious 
enterprising,  and  useful  citizens. 

These  schools  are  founded  on  true  republican  principles. 
There  is  no  party  jealousy,  no  sectarian  feeling ;  all  meet  on 

InHarlfor^. $7  75 
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the  same  footing.  The  children  of  the  wealthiest  and  hum- 
blest citizens,  seated  side  by  side,  have  the  same  rights  and, 
enjoy  the  same  privileges.  While  the  schools  have  been 
60  greatly  imj  roved,  the  price  of  tuition  has  not  been  much 
increased  ;  the  average  cost  of  the  tuition  of  the  scholars  in 
the  Primary,  Infant,  and  Grammar  schools,  taken  together, 
heing  about  five  dollars  each  per  annum.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils  now  in  the  public  schools  in  the  first  district, 
including  those  about  to  be  admitted  into  this  building,  will 
exceed  i^4,000.  As  the  schools  have  advanced  in  public 
favor  in  Philadelphia,  so  have  the  standing  and  influence  of 
the  teachers.  This  is  as  it  should  be  ;  holding  so  responsi- 
ble and  arduous  an  office,  they  are  justly  entitled  to  great 
consideration,  and  a  liberal  return  for  their  services, 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  system  is  yet  perfect; 
but  we  may  venture  to  assert  that  the  present  Directors  and 
Controllers  possess  as  much  zeal  and  singleness  of  purpose 
as  their  predecessors.  Some  of  those  who  took  an  early 
and  active  part  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause,  still  remain 
to  aid  us.  Two,  however,  have  recently  retired— Mr. 
Thomas  Dunlap  and  Mr.  (leorge  M.  Justice.  Of  the  for- 
mer I  have  already  spoken.  To  Mr.  Justice  the  public  are 
largely  indebted  for  his  valuable  services. 

If  we  compare  the  past  with  the  present,  we  have  abun- 
dant reason  to  be  thankful  that  so  much  has  been  achieved. 
In  the  beginning  of  1819,  there  were  ten  schools,  with  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  pupils.  The  branches 
taught  were  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  1841-,  there  are  fiity-six  primary  schools,  six 
infant,  thirty-seven  grammar,  and  one  high  school.  In  the 
grammar  schools,  in  addition  to  reading,  wrhing  and  arith- 
metic, grammar,  geography,  and  history  are  taught,  in  se- 
veral, algebra,  and  in  some,  natural  philosophy.  The 
instruction  now  given,  is  not  only  much  more  extended,  but 
far  more  perfect.  We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  our 
schools  would  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  those  of 
Europe,  or  other  sections  of  our  own  country.  Our  high 
school  has  undoubtedly  produced  a  very  advantageous  influ- 
ence on  the  grammar  schools,  in  stimulating  both  teachers 
and  pupils  to  exertion.  The  success  of  the  pupil  is  alike 
creditable  to  the  scholar  and  the  teacher.  To  gain  admis- 
sion into  the  high  school  is  worthy  of  every  exertion.  The 
desire  to  obtain  the  prize,  produces  unwearied  application, 
and  generous  emulation  in  the  pupils. 

The  consciousness  of  having  faithfully  discharged  the  high 
trust  reposed  in  them,  and  the  success  which  has  attended 
their  labors,  amply  repay  the  Directors  and  Controllers  for 
all  their  cares  and  toils. 


'  Review  ot  the  Weather,  etc.,  for  May,  184:1« 

It  will,  perhaps,  long  be  remembered  by  the  present  gene- 
ration, that  in  the  year  1841,  there  was,  comparatively,  no 
spring.  Winter  commenced  on  the  15th  of  November,  and 
continued  until  the  15th  of  May,  when  Summer  ushered  in 
upon  us  all  at  once.  Although  it  was  a  six  month's  winter, 
yet  it  was  not  a  very  cold  one.  In  no  instance  did  the  mercu- 
ry sink  as  low  as  zero  in  this  vicinity.  We  had  many  snows, 
but  none  very  deep.  There  were  three  snows  in  November; 
eleven  in  December ;  four  in  January  ;  seven  in  February  ; 
nine  in  March  ;  four  in  April,  and  one  in  May — total,  thirty- 
nine.  The  number  of  rainy,  cloudy,  and  clear  days,  we 
published  in  the  United  States  Gazette  of  May  3.  Our  lati- 
tude has  fared  much  better  than  the  more  notherly  and  east- 
erly ones,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following : 

An  Albany  paper  of  May  4,  says:  "  Winter  is  upon  us 
hi  all  its  power.  It  commenced  snowing  on  the  2d,  and 
continued  until  yesterday  noon.  We  hear  that  it  fell  to  the 
depth  of  eighteen  inches  in  Rensselaer  and  Grafton  counties." 
A  Boston  paper  of  May  3,  says:  We  had  a  brisk  snow  storm, 
which  commenced  about  midnight,  and  continued  until  noon 
to  day.  This  is  truly  winter  lingering  in  the  lap  of  May;  at 
least.  Miss  May  had  a  lap  full  of  Winter."  The  newspapers  of 
Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont  and 
Maine,  gave  similar  accounts.  The  Bangor  (Maine)  paper 
of  May  1,  says :  "  The  snow  in  our  woods  is  now  two  feet 
deep.    For  five  months,  the  only  chance  wo  have  had  of 


seeing  the  ground,  is  by  going  into  the  cellar  with  a  light. 
These  items  will  answer  as  references  hereafter." 

There  was  frost  in  this  city  on  the  mornings  of  the  3d, 
4th  and  5lh,  and  some  rain  fell  on  the  1st,  2d,  5th,  fith,  7th, 
8lh,  10th,  12th,  13th  and  14th,  when  there  folloyved  fifteen 
warm  and  splendid  Summer  days,  with  mercury  ranging 
from  66  to  86.  It  will  be  recollected  that  76  is  Summer 
hent,  and  all  above  is  extra  heat.  On  the  25th  there  was  a 
thunder  shower.  On  the  26th,  27th  and  28th,  there  were 
several  warm  showers.  3Lth  and  31st,  the  wind  was  east- 
erly, and  the  atmosphere  cool.  Never,  perhaps,  did  vegeta- 
tioe  advance  more  rapidly  than  it  did  from  the  15th  to  the 
close  of  the  month. 

The  Germantown  (Fa.)  newspaper  of  last  week,  says : 
"The  country  never  looked  more  charmingly  than  now.  The 
late  rains  having  given  place  to  mild,  balmy  weather;  vegeta- 
tion has  put  forth  all  its  energies  to  make  up  for  the  cold, 
unpropitious  weather,  which  so  long  lingered  in  the  lap  of 
Spring,  and  retarded  its  progress."  Other  papers  from  the 
country  speak  a  similar  language. 

The  average  temperature  of  the  whole  month  was  58, 
viz :  at  sunrise,  51  ;  at  2  o'clock,  68  ;  and  at  10  P.  M.,  56. 
The  average  of  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year  was  61. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  month,  was 
5|  inches.  That  which  fell  in  May,  184U,  was  2|  inches. 
Since  the  first  of  January,  there  has  fallen  25  inches  in  this 
city,  which  is  an  unusual  quantity;  and  if  we  may  judge 
from  former  years,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  we  shall 
have  much  dry  and  hot  weather  during  the  Summer  and 
Autumn. 

Atlantic  Steamers. — The  President  sailed  from  New 
York,  on  the  llth  of  March,  (more  than  three  and  a  half 
months  ago)  and  not  one  word  of  intelligence,  in  which  im- 
plicit confidence  can  be  placed,  has  been  heard  from  her 
since,  is  a  melancholy  and  distressing  fact.  There  seems 
now  to  be  but  one  opinion,  which  is,  that  some  awful  cal- 
amity has  befallen  her,  and  that  every  person  who  was  on 
board,  (109  in  number)  have  perished  !  Not  one  spared  to 
tell  the  woful  tale!  A  London  paper  of  May  3d,  says,  "that 
this  noble  ship  has  foundered,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt. 
She  was  the  largest  steamer  ever  built,  being  236U  tons,  and 
540  horse  power.  Among  the  passengers  and  officers,  there 
were  some  of  exalted  worth.  We  have  no  doubt  it  will 
gratify  the  public  to  have  a  list  of  the  passengers,  which  are 
as  follows : 

Rev.  George  G.  Cookman,  Edward  Barry,  J.  C.  Roberts. 
J,  Leo  Wolf,  J,  C.  Pleffel,  A.  R.  Warburg,  Samuel  Mails, 
A.  Livingston,  Mr.  Thorndill,  Mr.  Mohring,  D.  F.  Lenox, 
M.  Courtney,  T.  Powers  and  servant,  C.  H.  D.  Miesegaes, 
Charles  Cadett,  T.  Palmer,  Dr.  Lomer,  T.  Blancher,  J. 
Fraser,  H.  Van  Lohe,  Jr.,  A.  S.  Byrne,  W.  W.  Martin,  P. 
Doucher,  B.  Morris  and  child,  B.  B.  Howell  and  friend. — 
This  friend  was  Mrs.  Howell,  who  was  married  one  hour 
previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  President.  28  passengers,  and 
81  officers  and  crew. 

The  Great  Western  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  Ist  of 
May,  for  Bristol,  (Eng.)  with  ninety-three  passengers. 

The  Columbia  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  1st  of  May,  for 
Liverpool  via  Halifax,  with  fifty-eight  passengers. 

The  Britannia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  6th  of  May,  in 
fifteen  days  from  Liverpool  via  Halifax,  with  eighty-seven 
passengers;  and  left  again  on  her  return  voyage,  on  the  I6th, 
with  eighty-three  passengers. 

The  Caledonia  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  19th  of  May,  in 
fourteen  days  and  a  half  from  Liverpool  via  Halifax,  with 
forty-three  passengers ;  and  left  again  on  her  return  voyage, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  instant. 

Philadelphia,  J  une  1 ,  1 84 1 .  C  P. 

[  United  States  Gazette. 

Mortality  among  tlie  Shipping. 

In  May,  1812,  there  were  29  ships,  1  barque,  28  brigs, 
n  schooners,  and  26  sloops,  making  95  vessels  of  all  classes, 
belonging  to  Providence,  R.  L  Amount  of  tonnage,  14,114. 
Of  the  above  number,  the  brig  Gov.  Hopkins,  which  cleared 
at  Bristol,  17th  inst.  for  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  a  whaling  voyage, 
is  stated  in  the  Providence  Jonrnal  to  be  the  only  one  afloat. 
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DEATH  OF  GENERAL  MACOMB. 
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Official. 

Depatitment  of  War, 
June  26,  1841. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  discharge  of  a  painful  duty, 
announces  to  the  army  the  death  of  Major  General  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  their  late  General  in  chief. 

It  were  but  a  small  tribute  to  his  memory  to  say  that  in 
youth  and  manhood  he  served  his  country  in  the  profession 
in  which  he  died,  during  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years, 
without  a  stain  or  lilemish  upon  his  escutcheon.  The  spot- 
less purity  of  his  life  was  not  less  conspicuous  than  his  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  to  the  service.  Though  bred  a  soldier, 
and  always  an  advocate  of  a  proper  degree  of  rigor  in  main- 
taining the  discipline  of  the  army,  his  heart  was  still  open 
to  all  the  benevolent  sensibilities  of  our  nature;  nor  were 
his  success  and  good  fortune  below  his  personal  deserts. 
Entering  the  army  in  his  youth  as  a  cornet,  he  passed  honor- 
ably through  every  grade  of  command  to  the  highest  attaina- 
ble in  his  profession.  In  the  progress  of  his  long  career, 
besides  the  various  occasions  of  ordinary  occurrence  which 
called  forth  the  exercise  of  his  active  talents  as  an  officer, 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  afforded  him  an  o[)portunity 
of  signalizing  his  skill  and  gallantry  in  a  more  eminent  de- 
gree ;  and  he  availed  himself  of  it  in  a  manner  which  en- 
titles him  to  be  enrolled  high  in  the  list  of  that  distinguished 
and  heroic  band  of  commanders,  by  land  and  sea,  who  have 
achieved  so  much  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  their  country. 

A  grateful  people,  speaking  through  their  constituted  au- 
thorities, were  prompt  to  acknowledge  their  lively  sense  of 
the  value  and  importance  of  his  services,  while  living;  nor 
■will  they  fail  to  manifest  correspondent  feelings  of  sorrow 
and  regret  upon  the  occasion  of  his  deatli.  The  army  will 
cherish  his  memory  for  the  many  excellent  traits  of  his 
character  as  a  man,  while  the  example  of  his  military  for- 
tune will  encourage  them  to  emulate  his  active  perseverance, 
devotion  and  gallantrj'  as  an  officer. 

As  an  appropriate  testimony  of  respect  and  honor  for  the 
memory  of  their  late  General-in-Chief,  the  officers  of  the 
army  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  six  months, 
on  the  left  arm  and  hilt  of  the  sword.  Guns  will  be  fired 
at  each  military  post,  at  intervals  of  thirty  minutes  from  sun- 
rise until  sunset  on  the  day  succeeding  the  receipt  of  this 
order,  during  which  time  the  national  flag  will  be  suspended 
.at  half-staff. 

JOHN  BELL. 

Funeral  of  General  Macomli* 

The  funeral  of  Major  General  Macomb  took  place  at 
Washington  on  Monday.  The  body  of  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased was  escorted  to  the  tomb  by  two  battalions  of  foot 
Boldiers,  a  squadron  of  horse  and  a  troop  of  artillery  under 
the  command  of  General  Jcsup.  Several  volunteer  com- 
panies also  appeared  in  the  procession.  The  military  escort 
was  followed  by  the  clergy  of  the  district  and  surgeon  gene- 
ral of  the  army,  and  then  came  the  coffin,  with  Colonels 
Cross,  Abert,  Bomford,  Totten  and  Henderson,  Gen.  Gibson 
and  Wool,  Commodores  Wadsworth  and  Warrington,  Hon. 
W.  C.  Dawson,  of  the  House,  and  Hon.  VV.  C.  Preston,  of 
the  Senate,  as  pall  bearers.  A  long  line  of  carriages,  in  one 
of  which  was  the  President,  the  others  being  filled  with  civil 
dignitaries,  members  of  Congress,  foreign  ambassadors,  of- 
i5cers  of  the  army  and  navy,  &c.  closed  the  procession. 

The  body  was  de])osited  in  the  Congressional  burying 
ground,  with  the  solemn  services  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
after  which  the  military  fired  the  usual  death  volleys  over 
the  tomb.  It  is  understood  that  the  corpse  will  be  removed 
in  a  few  days  to  the  family  vault  at  Georgetown. 


Biography  of  Major  Gen.  Alexander  Macomb. 

Major  General  Alexander  Macomb  was  born  at  Detroit 
April  3,  1782.  The  city  of  Detroit,  at  that  time  was  a  gar- 
rison town,  and  among  the  first  images  that  struck  his  eyes 
were  those  of  the  circumstances  of  war.  These  early  im- 
pressions often  fix  the  character  of  the  man. 


His  father  was  a  fur  merchant,  respectably  descended  and 
connected.  He  removed  to  the  ciiy  of  New  York  while 
Alexander  was  yet  an  infant.  When  he  was  yet  eight  years 
of  age,  he  placed  him  at  school  at  Newark,  in  New  Jersey, 
under  the  charge  of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Ogden,  who  was  a  man 
of  mind,  belonging  to  a  family  distinguished  for  talents. 

In  1798  while  Macomb  was  quite  a  youth,  he  was  elected 
into  a  select  company,  which  was  called  the  New  York  Ran- 
gers." The  name  was  taken  from  that  Spartan  band  of 
rangers  selected  from  the  provincials,  who,  from  175.5  to 
1763,  were  the  elite  of  every  British  commander  on  Lake 
George  and  the  borders  of  Canada.  At  the  time  he  entered 
the  corps  of  New  York  Rangers,  Congress  had  passed  a  luw 
receiving  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  as  inva- 
sion by  a  French  army  was  soon  expected.  This  patriotic 
band  volunteered  their  services  to  government,  which  were 
accepted,  but  he  soon  left  this  corps,  and  obtained  a  cornetcy 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1798,  and  was  commissioned  in 
.'anuary,  1799.  General  North,  then  adjutant  general  of  the 
Northern  army,  soon  saw  the  merits  of  the  youthful  soldier, 
and  took  him  into  his  staff,  as  deputy  adjutant  general. 
Under  such  a  master  as  the  intelligent  and  accomplished 
North,  Macomb  made  great  progress  in  his  profession,  and 
in  the  affections  of  his  brother  officers  of  the  army. 

1'he  young  officer  that  Hamilton  noticed,  and  North  in- 
structed, woidd  not  fail  to  be  ambitious  of  distinction.  He 
visited  Montreal  in  order  to  observe  the  discipline  and  tactics 
of  the  veteran  corps  kept  at  that  important  military  post,  and 
did  not  neglect  his  o[iportunities. 

The  thick  and  dark  cloud  that  hung  over  the  country  pass- 
ed away — a  great  part  of  the  troops  were  disbanded,  and 
most  of  the  officers  and  men  returned  to  private  life;  a  few 
only  were  retained ;  among  them  Macomb,  who  was  com- 
missioned as  a  second  lieutenant  of  dragoons,  and  sent  forth- 
with on  the  recruiting  service,  but  it  was  then  not  neceesary 
to  push  the  business;  and  as  he  was  stationed  in  Phila- 
delphia, he  had  fine  opportunities  to  associate  with  the  best 
informed  men  of  the  city,  and  found  easy  access  to  the  Frank- 
lin and  other  extensive  libraries,  of  which  advantages  he  did 
not  fail  to  improve. 

When  his  body  of  recruits  was  formed,  he  marched  with 
it  to  the  Western  frontiers  to  join  Gen.  Wilkinson,  an  officer 
who  had  been  left  in  tlie  service  from  the  Revolutionary  war. 
In  the  company  of  Wilkinson,  and  of  Col.  Williams,  the  en- 
gineer, he  must  have  gathered  a  mass  of  materials  for  future 
use.  With  him  he  went  into  the  Cherokee  country,  to  aid  in 
makeng  a  treaty  with  that  nation.  He  was  on  this  mission 
nearly  a  year,  and  kept  a  journal  of  everything  he  saw  or 
heard.  This  was  a  good  school  for  one  whose  duty  it  might 
hereafter  be  to  fight  these  very  aborigines,  and,  in  fact,  these 
lessons  of  the  wilderness  are  not  lost  on  any  one  of  mind 
and  observation.  The  corps  to  which  he  belonged  was  dis- 
banded, and  a  corps  of  engineers  formed ;  to  this  he  was 
attached  as  first  lieutenant. 

He  was  now  sent  to  West  Point,  where  he  was,  by  the 
code  there  established,  a  pupil  as  well  .^s  an  officer.  Being 
examined  and  declared  competent,  he  was  appointed  an 
adjutant  of  the  corps  at  that  post,  and  discharged  his  duty 
with  so  much  spirit  and  intelligence,  that  when  the  first  court 
martial,  after  his  examination,  was  convened,  he  was  ap- 
pointed judge  advocate.  This  court  was  ordered  for  the  trial 
of  an  ofl:iccr  for  disobeying  an  order  for  cutting  off  the  hair. 
Peter  the  Great  could  not  carry  such  an  order  into  execu- 
tion, but  our  Republican  country  did  ;  and  the  veteran  Col. 
Butler  was  reprimanded  for  not  throwing  his  white  locks  to 
the  wind  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  his  superior.  The  talents 
and  arguments  exhibited  by  Macomb,  as  judge  advocate  on 
this  court  martial,  brought  him  into  very  great  notice  as  a 
man  of  exalted  intellect  as  well  as  a  fine  soldier.  He  was 
now  called  upon  to  compile  a  treatise  upon  martial  law  and 
the  practice  of  courts  martial,  which  in  a  future  day  of  leisure, 
he  effected,  and  his  book  is  now  the  standard  work  upon 
courts  martial  for  the  army  of  the  United  States.  In  1805 
Macomb  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  corps 
of  engineers,  and  sent  to  the  seaboard  to  superintend  the 
fortifications  which  had  been  ordered  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
By  this  service  he  became  known  to  the  first  men  in  the 
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country,  and  his  merits  were  duly  appreciated  from  New 
Hampshire  to  the  Floridas. 

In  1 808  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  acted 
as  superintendent  of  fortifications  until  just  before  the  war, 
when  he  was  advanced  to  a  lieutenant-colonelcy.  He  was 
again  detailed  to  act  as  judge  advocate  on  a  court  martial 
for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Wilkinson,  who  had  called  the  court  on 
Col.  Butler.  He  added  to  his  reputation  in  this  case.  Wil- 
kinson was  his  friend,  but  Macomb  discharged  his  duty  with 
military  exactness. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  he  left  the  seat 
of  Government,  where  he  had  discharged  an  arduou,s  duty, 
in  assisting  to  give  form  and  regularity  to  the  army  then  just 
raised  hy  order  of  Congress,  All  sorts  of  confusion  had 
prevailed,  from  the  want  of  a  uniform  system  of  military 
tactics:  he  was  fortunate  in  his  exertions.  When  there  was 
honorable  war,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  to  remain,  as  it  were, 
a  cabinet  officer,  and  wear  a  sword  only  to  advise  what 
should  be  done,  which  seemed  to  be  regulations  of  the  army 
in  respect  to  engineers ;  he  therefore  solicited  a  command 
in  the  corps  of  artillery  that  was  to  be  raised,  and  was  grati- 
fied by  a  commission  as  colonel  of  the  third  regiment,  dated 
July  6,  1812.  The  regin^ent  was  to  consist  of  twenty  com- 
panies of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  each.  It  was,  in  fact, 
the  command  of  a  division,  except  in  rank.  His  reputation 
assisted  in  raising  this  body  of  men,  and  in  November  of 
that  year  he  marched  to  the  frontiers  with  his  command. 
Macomb  and  his  troops  spent  the  winter  at  Sacket's  Harbor. 
He  contemplated  an  attack  upon  Kingston,  but  was  defeated 
in  his  plan  by  the  fears  of  some  and  the  jealousies  of  others; 
but  he  soon  distinguished  himself  at  Niagara  and  Fort 
George :  at  the  same  time  Commodore  Chauncey  was  en- 
deavoring to  bring  the  enemy's  fleet  to  battle  on  Lake  On- 
tario. The  next  service  performed  by  Col.  Macomb  was 
under  Gen.  Wilkinson,  and  if  the  campaign  was  not  suc- 
cessful, Macomb  was  not  chargeable  with  any  portion  of  the 
failure. 

In  .lanuary,  1814,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier General ;  and  was  appointed  to  a  command  on  the  east 
side  of  Lake  Champlain.  Notiiing  of  importance  in  the 
history  of  Gen.  Macomb  transpired,  although  he  was  con- 
stantly on  the  alert  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  until  the 
coronal  of  his  fame  was  won  at  the  defence  of  Plattsburg. 
This  defence  our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  describe  with 
any  minuteness,  but  suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  the  summer  of 
1814,  Sir  George  Prevost,  Governor  General  of  the  Cana- 
das,  had  received  a  great  augmentation  of  his  regular  forces, 
by  detachments  from  the  army  which  had  fought  in  Spain 
and  Portugal  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  These  were 
among  the  best  troops  in  the  world,  and  he  now  determined 
to  strike  a  blow  upon  our  frontiers  that  should  be  decisive  of 
the  war,  and  bring  our  nation  to  terms  at  once.  His  fleet, 
on  Lake  Champlain,  was  considered  superior  to  that  of  ours, 
and  he  was  well  informed  that  we  had  not  there  any  army 
of  consequence.  Early  in  September  he  pushed  on  towards 
Plattsburg,  and  met,  for  several  days,  with  little  opposition. 
His  error  was  delay;  but  he  wished  to  move  safely,  and  saw 
nothing  to  prevent  his  progress.  Previous  to  the  1 1th,  there 
had  been  some  smart  skirmishing,  in  which  the  British  found 
more  courage  and  efficiency  than  they  expected,  from  troops 
so  hastily  called  out.  Early  on  the  11th  the  British  gave 
battle  by  land  and  water— fifteen  hundred  of  the  regular 
army,  and  uncertain  bodies  of  militia,  made  up  Macomb's 
army.     The  enemy  was  fourteen  thousand  strong. 

The  battle  was  a  decisive  victory  on  the  part  of  American 
forces;  Macdonough  captured  the  British  fleet,  and  Sir 
George  returned  to  Canada  the  next  night.  The  victory 
was  as  brilliant  as  unexpected.  Honors  were  voted  Macomb 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  New  York  and  Vermont  were 
foremost  in  their  tributes  of  respect.  The  President  pro- 
moted him  to  the  rank  of  major  general,  dating  his  commis- 
sion on  the  day  of  his  victory.  The  event  had  a  happy  ef- 
fect on  the  negotiations  then  going  on  at  Ghent,  and  un- 
questionably paved  the  way  for  a  treaty  of  peace. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  he  commanded  at  Detroit,  his 
birth-place.  He  was  received  at  this  military  post  with  dis- 
tinguished honors ;  many  remembered  his  person,  and  all 


had  kept  his  reputation  in  view  as  reflecting  honor  upon  the 
territory  in  which  he  was  born.  He  continued  at  that  post 
attentive  to  his  duty  and  devising  liberal  things  for  the  peo- 
ple of  that  region  without  confiding  his  exertions  to  any  par- 
ticular portion  of  territory,  until,  in  1821,  he  was  called  to 
Washington  to  take  the  office  of  chief  of  the  engineer  de- 
partment. On  the  receipt  of  this  information,  he  was  ad- 
dressed by  all  classes  of  the  people  of  Detroit  in  the  most  ex- 
alted language  of  friendship  and  regard.  On  repairing  to 
Washington,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  the  bureau  he  was 
called  to,  and  discharged  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Army,  On  the  death  of  General  Brown, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  General  Macomb  was 
appointed  to  that  station,  which  he  has  ever  since  held,  and 
in  which  he  died. — j\''ational  Intelli!>-encer. 


Correspondence  liet^vceii  the  President  and  BIrSi 
Ilarrisont 

Washington,  July  1,  1841. 

Th  the  House  of  JRepresejitatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  myself  to 
Mrs.  Harrison,  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, and  her  reply  thereto,  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington  City, 

June  13,  1841. 
My  Dear  Madam — The  accompanying  resolutions,  adopt- 
ed by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  will  convey  to  you  an  expression  of  the  deep  sym- 
pathy felt  by  the  Representatives  of  the  States,  and  of  the 
I  People,   in    the  sad  bereavement  which  yourself  and    the 
I  country  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  your  illustrious  hus- 
band.    It  may  now  be  justly  considered  that  the  public  ar- 
I  chives  constitute  his  enduring  monument,  on  which  are  in- 
;  scribed  in  characters  not  to  be  effaced,  the  proudest  evidences 
I  of  public  gratitude  for  services  rendered,  and  of  sorrow  for 
his  death.     A  great  and  united  people  shed  their  tears  over 
the  bier  of  a  devoted  patriot  and  distinguished  benefactor. 

In  conveying  to  you,  my  dear  madam,  the  proposed  re- 
spect of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  your  person  and 
character,  and  their  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dispen- 
I  sation  of  Providence,  permit  me  to  mingle  my  feelings  with 
;  theirs,  and  to  tender  you  my  fervent  wishes  for  your  health, 
happiness  and  long  life,  JOHN  TYLER. 

Mrs,  Anna  Hakhison, 

NoiiTH  Bend,  June  24,  1841. 
Dear  Sir — I  have  received  with  sentiments  of  deep  emo- 
tion the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  forwarding, 
relative  to  the  decease  of  my  lamented  husband,  I  cannot 
sufficiently  express  the  thanks  I  owe  to  the  nation  and  its 
assembled  Representatives,  for  their  condolence,  so  feelingly 
expressed,  of  my  individual  calamity,  and  the  national  be- 
reavement; but,  mingling  my  tears  with  the  sighs  of  the 
many  patriots  of  the  land,  pray  to  Heaven  for  the  enduring 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country, 

ANNA  HARRISON. 
John  Ttleu,  President  of  the  United  States. 


Oeatli  of  Jatncs  Abercrom'bie,  D*  I>* 

On  the  26th  ult.,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age,  the  Rev. 
James  Abercrombie,  D.  D.  A  venerable  minister  of  God  has 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers,  who  for  many  years  adorned  the 
pulpit  of  the  Episcopal  Church  with  his  pure  and  fervid  elo- 
quence.    He  was  not  only  eminent  as  a  divine,  but  blended 
with  the  higher  duties  of  his  profession   the  attractive  pur- 
suits of  literature,  and  shone  conspicuously  as  a  scholar.  His 
mind  was  virtue,  graced  by  every  accomplishment  which 
could  improve  and  refine  society.  An  amiability  of  disposition 
'  accompanied  him  through  fife,  which  endeared  him  to  his 
!  family  and  friends.  He  was  compelled  by  declining  years  to 
\  withdraw  from  the  pulpit  for  some  time  before  his  death,  but 
I  never  ceased  to  take  the  most  lively  interest  in  the  service  of 
his  Lord  and  Master. 


s 


SOLEMNITIES  OF  COL.  HASLETT. 


[JctT, 


Funeral  Obsequies  or  Co!.  Johii  Ilaslelt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2(1  inst.,  according  to  the  arrange- 
ments previously  made,  the  remains  of  Col..  Joiiv  Hasli-tt, 
were  lai<en  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  on  Wash- 
ington Square,  and  under  a  military  and  civil  escort,  con- 
veyed to  Arch  street  wharf,  from  whence  they  were  removed 
by  steamboat  to  Delaware.  The  escort  embraced  a  number 
of  light  companies,  with  the  City  Troop  dismounted,  ac- 
companied by  several  bands  of  music,  nil  under  the  command 
of  General  Patterson.  The  Hearse  was  drawn  by  four  black 
horses,  and  eight  members  of  the  Hibernian  Society  walked 
as  pall  bearers.  The  coffin  containing  the  remains,  was 
shrouded  in  the  old  flag  belonging  to  the  "  First  Troop," 
which  identical  flag  was  in  the  battle  in  which  the  brave  Col. 
Haslett  fell.  The  committee  of  superintendence  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Delaware  and  the  President  of  the 
Hibernian  Society,  followed  in  Barouches,  and  various  invi- 
ted guests  succeeded  on  foot.  The  Hibernian  Society,  with 
crape  upon  the  left  arm,  followed  as  mourners,  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Delaware  residing  in  the  city  as  well  as  those  out  of 
it,  concluded  the  procession.  During  the  progress  of  the 
solemn  pageant  up  Walnut  and  down  Arch,  "  Independence 
Bell"  tolled  and  minute  guns  were  discharged  by  a  detach- 
ment of  Artillery  on  Washington  Square.  When  the  pro- 
cession reached  the  wharf,  the  military  opened,  and  the  Hearse 
with  the  remains  was  taken  on  board  of  the  boat,  and  in  the 
presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  officially  delivered  to 
the  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Delaware.  Mr.  Binns  in 
behalf  of  the  Hibernian  Society,  delivered  an  address,  and 
Mr.  Huffington  replied  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Delaware. 
The  Philadelphia  Greys,  under  Capt.  Cadwaldcr,  and  the 
Washington  Greys,  under  Lieut.  Fox,  accompanied  the  re- 
mains, and  will  be  present  this  afternoon  at  Dover  in  Dela- 
ware.— jYorth  ^inierican. 


AN  ADDRESS 

Delivered  on  the  2d   of  Tuly,  1841,  at  Arch  street  Ferry, 
Philadelphia,  by  Alderman  .John  Binns,  on  delivering  over 
to  the  Authorities  of  Delaware  the  remains  of  Col.  Jon>f  ; 
Haslett,  who  was  shot  dead  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  in  January,  1777.  j 

We  are  assembled  to  pay  the  homage  of  our  high  con-  : 
sideration  to  the  memory  of  one,  who,  in  the  darkest  days  of  : 
our  perilous  struggle,  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  Indef>en- 
dence;  one  who  bravely  fought  and  gloriously  died.    While 
we  are  thus  doing  honor  to  ourselves  and  bending  over  the 
remains  of  a  Hero  of  the  Revolution,  deputations  Irom  our 
constituted  authorities  and  masses  of  our  fellow  citizens  are 
taking  "  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living"  the  body  of  j 
one  who  was  most  dear  to  us ;  a  hero  of  two  wars  one  who 
had   but  recently   been  chosen  Chief  Magistrate  of "  these 
United  States" — Wm.  Henry  Harrison. 

The  ingratitude  of  republics  has  been  a  theme  on  which 
the  enemies  of  self-government  have  delighted  to  expatiate. 
We  deny  that  republics  are  ungrateful.  '  I  belonged  lo  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,"  lias  l)een  a  passport  to  honors  and 
emoluments  in  every  St:Ue  of  our  proud  Re[iublic.  We, 
therefore,  are  especially  warranted  in  branding  the  stigma  as 
a  base  libel.  'i"he  page  of  history  is  darkly  crimsoned  with 
the  deeds  of  Cajsars,  of  Cromwells,  and  of  Napoleons;  of 
men  whose  horses'  hoofs  were  red  with  the  bloud  of  their 
too  grateful  countrymen.  Countless  are  the  names  of  those 
who,  exalted  by  the  gratituile  of  their  countrymen,  have 
trodden  down  the  liberties  of  republics,  while  the  whole  hu- 
man family  has  given  birth  but  to  one  pure,  one  peerless, 
priceless  patriot,  one  Washington  ;  that  glorious  patriot  who 
commanded  when  Haslett  fell,  and  who,  even  in  the  hour  of 
victory,  wateied  with  his  tears  the  corpse  of  the  gallant 
soldier. 

To  do  honor  to  these  remains  we  arc  here  surrounded 

with  all  "the  pride,  pomp  and  circumstances  of  war:"  officers 

of  the  army,  and  of  the  navy  and  volunteers,  prompt  to  do 

,  homage  to  their  departed  fellow  soldier,  and  equally  prompt 

to  emulate  his  example.     Soldiers,  elevate  on  high  your 


Eagles  ;  give  to  the  breeze  your  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  if 
your  country  calls,  bear  your  "  star  spangled  banner"  to  the 
battle  field,  where  it  was  borne  and  upheld  by  Haslett;  and 
if  you  cannot  bear  it  victorious,  do  as  he  did,  die  nobly  in 
its  defence. 

The  deceased.  Colonel  John  Haslett,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, a  gentleman  of  talents  who  had  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, and  was  by  profession  a  physician.  An  association 
of  his  countryman,  the  Hil-emian  Society,  are  among  those 
now  gathered  round  his  remains — clods  of  the  valley — which 
once  were  animated  by  as  daring  and  patriotic  a  spirit  as  ever 
gave  life  to  the  image  of  his  Creator.  That  Society  have 
appointed  me  to  discharge  the  duty  I  am  now  discharging; 
a  duty  which  would  be  but  indifferently  performed  if  I  did 
not  take  occasion  lo  say,  that  the  members  of  this  Society, 
their  countrymen,  and  all  Irishmen  are  proud,  on  proper  oc 
casions,  to  make  known  that  their  Montgomerys,  their  Has- 
letts,  and  their  Irvins,  the  best  blood  of  Ireland,  has  been 
freely  shed  to  serve  the  good  cause  of  "  The  land  of  the  free 
and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  near  and  much  respected  sis- 
ter of  Pennsylvania,  adopted  John  Haslett.  Before  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  he  raised  and  mustered  a  regi- 
ment at  Dover,  at  the  head  of  which,  a  few  days  after  the 
Declaration,  as  its  commanding  officer,  he  marched  to  head- 
quarters, and  placed  it  under  the  orders  of  Washington. — 
The  people  of  Delaware  had  marked  the  ardent  patriotism, 
the  fearless  courage,  the  devotion  to  the  public  weal  which 
characterised  every  action  of  Haslett,  and  they  selected  him 
to  take  command  of  as  brave  a  regiment  as  took  the  field 
and  fought  for  independence.  He  proved  altogether  worthy 
of  the  confidence  ;  he  led  her  sons  where  honor  and  fame 
were  to  be  achieved  ;  he  set  them  a  glorious  example,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Princeton,  poured  forth  his  life's  blood.  The 
State  of  Delawiire,  having  enrolled  the  name  of  Haslett  with 
her  Reads  and  her  Rodneys,  will  no  longer  permit  his  re- 
mains to  be  entombed  in  another  State,  even  though  that 
Slate  be  Pennsylvania.  The  constituted  authorities  of  De- 
laware, on  the  2:?d  of  February  last,  made  arrangements  to 
take  all  that  remains  of  her  heroic  son  to  her  own  bosom,  to 
deposit  his  relics  in  her  own  soil,  and  to  raise  over  them  a 
monument  to  her  own  glory,  to  cherish  the  remembrance  of 
his  virtues  and  to  stimulate  others  to  great  and  glorious 
deeds. 

To,  you,  gentlemen,  who  on  this  interesting  occasion  re- 
present the  State  of  Delaware,  are  about  to  be  surrendered  the 
precious  relics  of  one  of  your  many  distinguished  sons  ;  your 
Legislature  have  wisely  determined  to  take  them  home,  and 
to  bury  them  deep  in  the  soil  which  he  had  cultivated,  and 
in  defence  of  which  he  nobly  died. 

To  you,  gentleman,  they  are  now  committed  ;  deposit  and 
reverence  them,  and  teach  your  children  to  reverence  them 
as  the  remains  of  him  who  was  patriotic,  great  and  good  ; 
thus  shall  you  and  they  be  an  honor  to  your  country. 


Statement  of  tlie  Mew  Orleans  Ban1cs«— 5t1i  Jnne<- 

Capital  paid  up §41, 962,."  16 

Real  Estate  and  other  investments 9,589,708 

Discounts  and  loans — On  stock  pledged I,436,i99 

On  do.  by  Property  b'ks  3,859,669 
On  real  estate  bills  and 

notes 43,160,832 

Balances  due  to  or  from  foreign  bankers,  Cr..  79,415 

Do              do             do              do        Dr..  1,764,892 

Dom.  bills  and  notes  of  Banks  of  other  Slates  Cr.  97 1 ,6 1 5 

Bal.  due  to  or  from  banks  in  other  States,  Dr.  2,604,867 

Do             do             do             do         Cr.  1,361,875 

Liabilities,  other  than  those  expressed 4,339,971 

Assets,  other  than  those  expres.sed 970,821 

Balance  due  to  or  from  local  banks 1,221,242 

Deposits 7,q:^9  ,929 

(Circulation 7,140,759 

Specie  in  the  vaults 3,406,004 

Nevt  Orleans  Bulletin. 
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RISE  AND  FALL  OF  THE  RIVER  MISSISSIPPI  FOR  23  YEARS. 
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Detail  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  River  Mississippi, 
at  Vidalia,  for  twenty-five  years—By  Sannuel 
Davis*  Ksq« 

1817,  March,  rising  rapidly  ;  rising  to  the  1st  of  May. — 
17th,  haJ  fallen  2  inches;  U2(i  ,lune,  had  fallen  20  feet.— 
September,  rising ;  15th  December,  wanted  only  1  foot  of 
being  as  high  as  in  the  spring. 

1818,  January  1,  falling:  25th,  rising;  fell  in  February. 
March  1st,  very  low  for  the  season  ;  began  to  rise,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  20th  April,  when  it  wanted  a  foot  of  being  as 
high  as  last  year,  and  3^  feet  of  being  as  high  as  in  1815, 
when  it  was  higher  than  ever  known  before  or  it  has  been 
since.  15th  September,  rising  ;  10th  October,  falling.  In 
November,  it  was  as  low  as  it  had  been  for  many  years. 
8th  December,  rising ;  20th,  falling. 

1819,  January,  rose  about  10  feet;  25th,  falling;  10th 
February,  rising ;  continued  to  rise  until  4th  March,  when 
it  began  to  fall.  10th,  rising,  and  continued  to  rise  until 
27th  May — being  10  inches  higher  than  last  year.  9th  June, 
had  fallen  18  inches;  24lh,  Missouri  water  made  its  appear- 
ance. 15th  November,  river  very  low,  being  50  feet  lower 
than  it  was  in  the  spring.     December,  rising  slowly. 

1820,  1st  January,  has  risen  2  feet  and  is  at  a  stand ; 
24th,  rising;  10th  March,  wants  5  feet  of  being  as  high  as 
last  year;  17th,  falling;  20th,  rising;  5th  April,  falling, 
wanting  2  feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  year;  9th,  has  fallen 
8  inches;  25th,  has  fallen  8  feet  and  rising;  Sd  May,  has 
risen  4  feet  and  falling ;  1st  December,  rising. 

1821,  10th  January,  has  risen  35  feet  and  falling  ;  fell  20 
feet  to  2oth,  and  rising  ;  1st  March,  continues  to  rise  at  the 
rate  of  2  inches  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  only  wants  a  foot 
of  being  as  high  as  last  year  ;  2Sth,  heavy  white  frosts  fre- 
quent during  this  month,  and  the  ice  this  morning  was  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch  thick  ;  30th  March,  falling,  being  1  foot  8 
inches  higher  than  last  year. 

1822,  January,  rising;  Isl  February,  more  than  half  full ; 
19th,  falling  ;  20th,  rising  slowly ;  4th  March,  rising  rapidly  ; 
15th,  falling  ;  4th  April,  has  fallen  7  feet,  and  rising  ;  15th 
May,  falling,  wanting  2  feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  year ; 
24th,  has  fallen  4  inches,  and  rising  ;  1st  of  June,  rose  2^ 
feet,  and  falling;  14ih,  has  fallen  10  inches;  1st  July,  o 
feet;  20th,  has  fallen  5  feet  and  rising;  27th,  falling;  Novem- 
ber, has  risen  35  feet,  and  continued  to  rise  until  23d  Decem- 
ber, when  it  began  to  fall,  wanting  4  feet  of  being  as  high  as 
in  the  spring.  The  Ohio  river  was  higher  this  month  than 
it  has  been  for  6  years.  Fell  a  few  feet ;  28th,  rising,  and 
continued  to  rise  until  29th  January,  1823,  when  it  wanted 
only  4  inches  of  being  as  high  as  last  spring.  Fell  3  inches 
to  the  1st  of  February,  and  began  to  rise  ;  1  Sth,  falling,  being 
8  inches  higher  than  last  spring.  15th  February,  weather 
remarkably  cold,  the  thermometer  at  7  o'clock,  a.  m.  40  de- 
grees above  zero,  or  28  degrees  below  the  freezing  point ; 
4th  March,  river  has  fallen  9  feet  and  rising  ;  Sth  April,  as 
high  as  it  was  in  February,  and  rising;  continued  to  rise 
until  the  23d  of  May,  when  it  wanted  only  2  inches  of  being 
as  high  as  the  great  flood  of  1815.  The  spring  has  been 
remarkably  wet — almost  incessant  rains  from  the  1st  of 
March  to  the  last  of  May — a  long  continuance  of  southerly 
gales,  raised  the  waters  of  Pontchartrain  and  Maurepas,  and 
inundated  a  part  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  plan- 
tations on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  as  far  up  as  Baton 
Rouge,  Western  Baton  Rouge.  The  greater  part  of  Point 
Coupe,  and  many  plantations  below,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  were  inundated  by  breeches  in  the  levees.  Concordia, 
and  both  banks  of  the  river,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  en- 
tirely overflown.  27th,  falling;  let  June,  has  fallen  3 
inches— but  for  its  lower  tributaries,  Arkansas,  Yazooy  &e., 
the  river  would  have  fallen  here  about  the  5th  of  May,  the 
Ohio  and  upper  Mississippi  having  fallen  in  time  to  pro- 
duce that  effect.  The  Ouachita,  Arkarreas,  White  and 
Mississippi  rivers  at  St.  Louis,  have  been  higher  than  for  40 
years.  10th  of  June,  has  fallen  1  foot;  2Uth,  has  declined 
only  5  inches  in  the  last  10  days,  being  checked  by  the  rise 
of  the  .Missouri ;  24th,  has  fallen  15  inches ;  1st  of  July,  20 
inchee  ;  the  water  in  the  swamp  has  declined  fi  feet ;  10th, 
river  has  fallen  4  feet ;  let  of  August,  6  feet',  and  rising  ;  5th. 
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of  August,  rose  1  foot,  and  falling;  1st  of  November.  lovir 
and  falling;  1st  December,  very  low,  and  continued  so  until 

1824,  2d  Jnnuary,  when  it  began  to  rise.  Sth  February, 
within  8  feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  year  and  beginning  to 
fall;  17th,  has  fallen  12  feet  and  rising;  Sd  of  March,  has 
risen  9  feet  and  fiilling  ;  fell  3  feet ;  7th,  rising  ;  1st  Aprif, 
rising  at  the  rale  of  an  inch  in  24  hours;  30th  April,  sta- 
tionary ;  7th  May,  wants  only  8  inches  of  being  as  high  as 
last  year,  and  flooding  the  low  grounds ;  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas,  it  has  been  as  high  as  it  was  last  spring ;  27tb, 
has  fallen  8  inches  ;  12lh  of  June,  remained  stationary  two 
weeks  and  is  now  failing  ;  22d  of  June,  has  fallen  2^  feet 
and  begins  to  rise ;  iSth,  Missouri  is  higher  than  known  for 
many  years;  2d  of  July,  has  risen  4  inches  and  began  to 
fall;  1  st  August,  has  fallen  3  feet  and  declines  slowly;  Septem- 
ber, low  ;  20ih  of  November,  low  for  the  season  and  rising  ; 
1st  of  December,  has  risen  10  feet  and  is  falling;  9th,  rising. 

1825,  9th  January,  wants  6  feet  of  being  as  high  as  la.sf 
spring  and  falling  ;  17th  February,  has  fallen  30  feet  and 
rising,  1st  April,  continuesto  rise;  2d  May,  falling,  wanting 
1  foot  of  being  as  high  as  last  year;  20th  May,  fallen  10 
inches  and  rising  ;  2d  June,  has  risen  2  inches;  16th,  has 
fallen  8  inches;  24th,  3  feet;  1st  July,  6  feet;  20th,  12 
feet;  1st  August,  20  feet. 

1826,  January  15th,  the  river  is  at  low  water  mark,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  5  feet  rise  from  the  Arkansas,  has 
continued  at  a  low  stage  since  August.  20th,  rising;  Sd  Feb- 
ruary, has  risen  12  feet  and  is  falling;  25th,  has  fallen  10 
feet  and  rising ;  1 2th  March,  has  risen  very  rapidly  and  banks 
nearly  full;  'Jf>lh  April,  falling. 

1827,  Sth  February,  very  low — commenced  rising;  20th, 
has  risen  20  feet;  Ist  March,  banks  nearly  full. and  rising; 
2Sd  March,  wants  3  feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  spring  and 
begins  to  fall;  1st  .\pril,  has  fallen  2|  feet  and  is  stationary ; 
7th,  rising ;  26th  at  a  stand,  being  1  foot  higher  than  on  the 
23d  ult;  1st  June,  falling.  17th  July,  has  fallen  20  feet; 
21st,  has  risen  12  feet;  26th,  falling;  10th  August,  has 
risen  again  and  the  banks  nearly  full ;  16th  October,  low  ; 
December,  rising. 

1828,  January,  high  and  rising;  28th  February,  rising  and! 
the  low  grounds  inundated ;  26th  March,  is  about  as  high  as 
it  was  in  1823  ;  1st  April,  falling;  10th,  has  fallen  6  inches 
here  iand  only  2  inches  at  Point  Chicot ;  at  New  Orleans,  it 
began  to  fall  sooner  than  it  did  here ;  1st  May,  has  fallen  13 
inches  and  is  nearly  stationary  ;  Sth  June,  falling.  The  Red 
river  has  been  higher  than  known  for  many  years,  Alexan- 
dria overflown,  falls  a  few  inches,  and  rises  again  the  last  of 
the  month,  ist  July,  only  15  inches  lower  than  on  the  I6th 
May;  12th  July,  falling  and  continued  to  fall  until  the  1st 
November,  when  it  was  low  ;  1st  December,  rising. 

1829,  1st  January,  has  risen  15  feet  since  1st  December 
and  is  falling;  2Cth,  has  fallen  10  feet;  4lh  March,  very  low, 
trying  to  rise;  22d,  has  risen  20  feet  and  stationary;  1st 
April,  falling;  18th,  rising — about  12  feet  bank;  2Gth,  at  a 
stand  ;  1st  May  rising  slowly  ;  7th  May,  falling — wants  7 
feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  year;  1st  June,  has  fallen  8  feet; 
11th  June,  16  feet;  1st  July,  25  feet ;  August,  falling;  Sep- 
tember, low;  15th  October,  has  risen  8  feet;  14th  December, 
was  15  feet  of  being  at  the  top  of  the  bank  and  rising. 

1830,  1st  January,  falHng^being  7  feet  below  the  top  of 
the  bank ;  1 6th,  has  fallen  5  feet  and  rising ;.  28th,  falling  ; 
25th  February,  near  low  watermark  and  begins  to  rise;  1st 
March,  has  ri?en  6  feet  and  continues  to  rise;  1  st  April,  wants- 
5^  feet  of  high  water  mark;  20th  rising;  19ih  May,  falling 
— wanting  2  feet  of  being  as  high  as  in  1828';  1st  June,  fal- 
len 18  inches  and  begins- to  rise;  1st  July,  has  risen  10 
inches  and  is  falling  ;  15th  July,  has  fallen- 5  feet;  26th  July, 
15  feet;  October,  lower  than  it  has  been  for  many  years? 
20th  November,  as  low  as  ever  known  ;  December  rising. 

1831,  January  1,  has  risen  20  feet— wants  13  feet  of  being', 
at  high  water  mark,  1st  February  has  fallen  10  feet;  Sth, 
rising;  20th,  falling;  1st  March,  rising;  10th  April,  rising;  j 
7th  May,  falling — wanting  3  inches  of  being  as  high  as  last 
year;  6th  June,  fallen  3  feet ;  1st  November,  low,  but  ri- 
sing ;  December  27th,  near  low  water  mark. 

1832,  12th  January,  rising;  1st  February,  15  feet  bank  ? 
25th  rising — 5  feet  bank  ;  the  river  Ohio  has  been  higher 
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this  month  than  ever  known  before ;  March  4th,  3  feel  bank 
and  river  rising  ;  19th  April,  falling — wanting  2  inches  of 
being  as  high  as  last  year ;  8lh  May,  has  fallen  5  inches  and 
is  rising;  17lh  has  risen  6  inches  and  is  falling  again;  1st 
July,  has  fallen  15  feet;  lyth  December,  river  two  thirds  full 
and  rising. 

1833,  1st  January,  12  feet  bank  and  falling;  lOth  fell  10 
feet  and  rising  ;  '24th,  8  feet  bank  and  river  at  a  stand  ;  Feb- 
ruary, rising;  I2th  March,  wants  2\  feet  of  being  as  high 
as  last  year;  1st  April,  has  fallen  2  feet  and  rising  slowly  ; 
15th  falling  ;  10th  May,  has  fallen  10  feet  and  continues  to 
fall ;  1st  June,  rising  ;  2:Jd,  wants  2^  feet  of  being  as  high 
as  it  was  in  April.  The  Arkansas  has  been  10  feet  higher 
than  ever  known  before.     July,  river  falling. 

1S31,  January,  rising;  12th  Fei)ruary,  wants  5  feet  of 
high  watermark  and  begins  to  fall;  rising  all  March;  6lh 
April,  fiilling — and  wants  1  foot  of  being  as  high  as  last 
year;  2Cth  May  has  fallen  15  feet;  1st  June,  25 ;  July,  rose 
30  feet  this  month — falling  on  the  25th. 

1835,  January,  low;  1st  February,  rising;  8th,  thermome- 
ter at  G  A.  M.,  3  degrees  below  zero ;  16th,  river  within  10 
feet  of  the  top  of  the  banks  ;  24th,  has  fallen  12  feet ;  1st 
March,  rising;  5th  river  two-thirds  full;  21st,  20  feet  bank 
and  river  rising;  IC'th  April,  falling — wanting  6  feet  of  being 
to  the  top  of  the  banks;  2i^th  April,  has  fallen  6  feet  and  is 
rising— continued  to  rise  until  the  3d  June,  when  it  was 
within  3  feet  of  the  top  of  its  banks  ;  22d  June,  has  fallen 
18  inches  and  continues  to  fall  slowly;  1st  November,  rising; 
8th  December,  being  8  feet  to  the  top  of  its  banks  and 
falling. 

1836,  1st  January,  has  fallen  20  feet  and  begins  to  rise ; 
1st  February,  8  feet  banks  and  begins  to  fall;  fell  16  feet 
and  began  to  rise  24th  February;  1st  April,  2i  feet  bank 
and  rising;  31st  May,  falling — wanting  14  inches  of  being 
as  high  as  in  1828;  lOth  June,  has  fallen  1  foot  and  is  sta- 
tionary ;  VOth,  falling;  rose  30  feet  in  December,  and  fell  in 

1837,  January  ;  February,  very  low  ;  March,  rising  ;  April 
20,  falling — wanting  2  feet  of  being  as  high  as  last  year; 
20th  May,  has  fallen  15  feet;  continued  low  in  the  fall. 

1838,  January  and  February,  low;  March,  rising;  1st 
April,  4  feet  bank  and  rising;  16th  April,  falling — being  3 
feet  within  its  banks.  There  was  a  small  rise  in  November; 
but  in  the  summer,  fall  and  part  of  the  winter,  it  was  un- 
commonly low. 

1839,  rising;  rose  15  feJt  and  fell;  March  I2th,  half  full 
and  rising;  8th  April,  falling— having  10  feet  bank;  1st 
May,  has  fallen  10  feet.  Unusually  low  all  the  summer  and 
fall. 

1840,15th  February,  rising ;  23d  March,  higher  by  se- 
veral feet  than  it  was  last  spring  and  falling;  fell  6  inches 
and  began  to  rise  again  15th  April  ;  1st  May,  rising  ;  18th 
June,  falling— being  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1828,  ex- 
cepting 1836,  and  wanting  16^  inches  of  being  as  high  as 
it  was  then, 

1841,  January  and  February,  high— wanting  only  4  feet 
of  being  as  high  as  last  year;  fell  8  feet  and  began  to  rise  15th 
March;  3(Jth  May,  falling — wanting  15  inches  of  being  as 
high  as  last  year  ;  od  June,  has  fallen  8  inches  ;  5th  June, 
18  inches. — Alisaissipln  Free  Trader. 


Corri'Hpomlcnco  in  nlntlnu    to  ll>c   return    of   tUc 
Mctiilcrruniau  hqiiaUron  to  llie  V,  Mates* 

'  Navy    Dkpaktmknt, 

June  16,  1841. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  instant,  requesting 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  bo  communi- 
cated to  that  body,  "  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest, the  correspondence  of  the  Minister  in  England  with 
the  officers  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  squadron  left  that  station,  and  the  despatches 
of  Captain  Bolton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  connected 
with  that  movement,"  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Presi- 
dent the  accompanying  paper,  embracing  the  correspondence 
and  despatches  called  for.     Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  E.  Baboeu. 

To  the  President  of  the  U.  States. 


U.  S.  FitrcATE  Beandtwink,     7 
Off  Long  Island,  May  9,  1841.  3 

Sir : — I  have  confided  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  the  de- 
livery of  mj  despatches  to  the  Department,  which  will  in- 
form it  of  the  circumstances  that  influenced  me  in  quitting 
the  Mediterranean  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

The  ship  has  arrived  in  condition  for  any  purpose  the 
Government  may  designate,  and  I  shall  feel  most  happy  to 
meet  its  wishes.  The  otiicers  and  crew  are  of  first  rate 
character;  have  acted  in  great  unison ;  their  discipline  and 
practice  perfect,  and  I  therefore  trust  that  no  necessity  may 
exist  for  separating  one  from  the  other. 

On  any  point  on  which  you  may  need  information  fur- 
ther than  what  the  accompanying  documents  afford,  I  refer 
you  to  Mr.  Stewart,  who  has  been  in  close  association  with 
me  since  I  left  home  ;  and,  ignorant  of  any  present  circum- 
stances which  may  at  once  determine  the  Department  in 
the  future  employment  of  this  ship,  I  would  venture  without 
delay  to  express,  through  him,  my  own  views  and  wishes  in 
the  case. 

I  have  instructed  this  gentleman  to  await  the  pleasure  of 
the  Department;  as  soon  as  that  is  understood,  he  is  to  re- 
turn to  me.  If  your  duties  admit  of  it,  I  would  be  gratified 
to  receive  a  visit  from  you. 

My  intention  is  to  keep  every  body  by  the  ship  until  I 
hear  from  you. 

In  coming  home,  I  forego  the  attractions  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  place  at  your  disposal  an  effective  ship,  so  far 
as  she  can  be  rendered  such  by  my  aid,  which  may  be  needed 
by  you.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

W.  C.  BoLToy,  Captain, 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

jyiiniites  of  proceedings  of  a  Council  composed  of  the 
Coimnmiders  of  vessels  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
under  the  command  of  Com.  Isaac  Hull. 

On  the  24th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1841,  Commodore  Hull 
issued  liis  orders,  calling  a  meeting  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Ohio,  in  the  harbor  of  Mahon,  Island  of  Minor- 
ca, at  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  the  same  day,  of  the  following 
officers,  viz  :  Captain  Wrn.  Compton  Bolton,  commanding 
the  U.  S.  frigate  Brandywine,  Captain  Ehe  A.  F.  Lavellelte, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  and  Commander  Ralph 
Voorhces  commanding  the  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Preble. 

The  officers  named  assembled  in  the  poop-deck  cabin  of 
the  United  States  ship  Ohio,  in  the  presence  of  Commodore 
Isaac  Hull,  on  the  day  and  at  the  time  required. 

Commodore  Hull  briefly  stated  the  objects  of  the  meeting ; 
and  to  more  fully  elucidate  it,  directed  his  Secretary  to  read 
the  following,  viz : 

Gentlemen : — Commodore  Hull  desires  to  say,  he  has 
called  you  together  for  the  purpose  of  placing  before  you  a 
letter  he  has  received  from  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  enclosing  publications  taken 
from  the  newspapers  in  relation  to  the  existing  difficulties 
which  exist  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ; 
that  he  is  without  instructions  from  the  Government  in  re- 
lation to  those  difficulties  ;  and,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  he  deems  it  necessary  that  some  preparatory  move- 
ment should  take  place  in  the  squadron  under  his  command. 

Commodore  Hull,  therefore,  desires  to  hear  your  views  in 
relation  to  that  measure,  and  states  as  his  own  the  following, 
viz  :  There  arc  three  positions  which  the  squadron  can  se- 
lect from  ;  1st,  to  proceed  to  Toulon,  where  the  earliest  in- 
formation could  be  received,  and  where  perhaps  instructions 
from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  probably 
reach  him  earlier  than  at  any  other  point.  2d,  to  proceed 
cut  of  the  Mediterranean  to  some  point  where  he  could  hear 
the  result  of  the  existing  difficulties;  and  3d,  to  put  the 
squadron  in  motion  to  return  to  the  United  States.  The 
last,  however,  without  more  definite  information  or  instruc- 
tion from  the  Navy  Department,  Commodore  Hull  is  not 
much  in  favor  of.  Commodore  Hull  desires  to  hear  your 
sentiments  on  those  propositions,  and  will  also  be  glad  to 
hear  any  others  that  may  strike  you  as  better  adapted  to 
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the  present  doubtful  and  uncertain  position  in  which  he  is 
left. 

After  this,  the  said  secretary  to  Commodore  Hull  was 
directed  to  read  the  letter  hereunto  appended,  from  His  Ex- 
cellency, A.  Stevenson,  United  Stales  Envoy,  dated  "  Lon- 
don, March  8th,  1841,"  and  from  John  Hare  Powell,  Es- 
quire, dated  "  London,  March  llth,  1841,"  when  the  follow- 
ing views  and  sentiments  were  expressed  by  Capt.  William 
Compton  Bolton  :  That  he  had  reflected  upon  this  subject 
and  was  at  first  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  squadron 
should  at  once  proceed  to  Toulon,  but  that,  on  further  con- 
sideration, he  was  convinced  that  the  proper  and  onl}'  availa- 
ble course  to  pursue  was  to  leave  the  Mediterranean,  and  to 
proceed  outside,  where  information  of  events,  and  the  actual 
state  of  affairs  could  be  learned,  by  or  from  vessels  traversing 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and  if  hostili- 
ties were  to  be  resorted  to,  the  squadron  would  then  be  so 
situated  as  to  be  enabled  to  render  efficient  aid  at  sea,  or  it 
might  proceed  to  the  United  States  where  its  services  would 
be  available  on  the  coast,  or  in  our  harbors;  the  ships  might 
be  converted  into  moving  harbor  batteries,  to  be  manned  by 
militia  or  soldiers,  and  our  seamen  disposed  of  on  the  lakes, 
or  to  advantage  otherwise.  Another  very  great  considera- 
tion is,  that  by  taking  this  course,  the  policy  or  plan  of  our 
Government  in  conducting  the  threatening  war,  and  of  which 
we  are  now  entirely  ignorant,  would  be  ascertained.  And  in 
case  of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  existing  difficulties,  the 
squadron  could  return  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  resume  its 
station  there. 

The  views  of  Captain  Bolton  were  fully  assented  to  by 
Captain  Elie  A.  T.  Lavallette,  and  by  Commodore  Ralph 
Voorhees. 

And  to  which  Commodore  Hull  replied,  I  am  prepared 
to  pursue  that  course. 

It  was  then  suggested  by  Captain  Wm.  Compton  Bolton, 
that  definite  action  on  the  movements  of  the  squadron,  had 
better  be  suspended  until  it  should  be  ascertained  if  a  French 
steamer  from  Toulon,  then  about  entering  the  harbor  of  Ma- 
hon,  brought  later  news  than  was  already  at  hand,  which 
suggestion  was  adopted,  and  the  council  broke  up. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  French  steamer  brought 
no  information  to  change  the  views  already  formed, expressed 
and  assented  to,  the  officers  before  named  ;  again  met  on  the 
same  day  in  Mahon  ;  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  when  a 
verbal  order  was  given,  by  Commodore  Hull,  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  viz  :  that  every  preparation  should  be  made  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea  to-morrow,  the  25th  day  of  March,  A.  U.  1841. 

The  foregoing  minutes  contain  the  views  expressed,  in 
corroboration  of  which,  we  hereunto  affix  our  names. 

Done  in  Mahon,  island  of  Minorca,  the  24th  day  of  March, 
1841. 

W.  C,  Boi.Toif,  Captain, 
E.  A.  T.  Lavallette, 
Ralph  Voouheks,  Com'r 
Isaac  Hull, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United  States 

Naval  Force  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Attest  John  Etheridgk, 

Commodore's  Secretary. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy. 

John  Ethehidge,  Com.  Sec'y. 

London,  March  8,  1841. 
Dear  Sir : — Although  I  am  ignorant  of  your  plans,  and 
take  it  for  granted  you  hear  regularly  from  our  Government, 
I  yet  deem  it  proper  to  write  and  apprize  you  of  the  excite- 
ment which  prevails  here  and  the  fears  which  many  enter- 
tain that  we  may  be  forced  into  -war  with  Great  Britain. 
Although,  in  my  opinion,  such  will  not  be  the  immediate 
result,  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  this  may  be  the 
case.  The  affair  of  the  Caroline  steamer,  destroyed  at 
Schhsseri7i  18o7,  and  the  imprison7nent  of  Mc Lead,  to- 
gether -with  the  bonndary  question,  are  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  excitement  which  now  prevails  in  both  coun- 
tries. The  arrival  of  the  "  U.  States  "  packet  a  few  days 
ago,  and  the  West  Chester  last  night,  bring  accounts  to  the 


16th  of  February.  I  send  you  the  Times  of  this  morning, 
containing  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  short  debate  on  it. 
I  received  no  communication  or  papers  from  Washington.  I 
hasten  to  apprize  you  of  the  present  state  of  things,  to  ena- 
ble you  to  decide  what  steps  it  may  be  proper  to  take  with 
our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean.  Would  it  not  be  the 
most  judicious  course  to  get  nearer  home,  and  within  reach 
of  orders  from  the  Department  ?  Unless  you  have  strong 
reasons  for  remaining,  and  of  which  I  know  nothing,  I 
should  think  it  the  safer  and  more  prudent  course  to  return. 
I  beg,  however,  that  you  will  judge  for  yourself;  for  really 
it  is  a  matter  of  which  I  know  very  little.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you,  as  soon  as  you  have  decided  what  you 
mean  to  do. 

In  haste,  believe  me,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SxEVENSOy. 

Commodore  Isaac  Hull, 

Care  of  Fitch,  Brothers  &  Co.,  Marseilles. 

[confidential.] 

LoNBo\,  March  11,  1841. 

■When  war  is  threatened,  the  hero  of  the  Constitution  is 
present  to  the  mind  of  every  American.  I  refer  you,  my 
dear  sir,  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  ministerial  and  op- 
position journals,  the  Chronicle  and  Times.  My  opportu- 
nities certainly  are  not  small,  as  I  am  in  daily  converse  with 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  I  regret  to  find 
that  in  private,  as  well  as  in  debate,  the  most  decided  tone  of 
hostility  prevails  through  all  parties.  The  tories  have  de- 
clared in  the  speeches  of  Lord  Stanley  and  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
of  Sir  Henry  Harding,  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  their  fixed 
determination  to  defend  the  position  taken  by  the  Cabinet 
in  relation  to  the  demand  in  regard  to  McLeod.  Lord  Pal- 
merston  stated,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  9th  of 
February,  that  the  ultimatum  had  been  sent  that  night  to 
Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Melbourne  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  same  evening  that  measures  had  been  taken  to  up- 
hold the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  and  to  "  succour  " 
McLeod.  These  remarks  produced  in  both  Houses  from  all 
sides  loud  and  continued  cheering. 

Mr.  S.  and  all  men  agree  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term 
in  "  succour,"  when  applied  to  a  man  in  prison  and  in  a 
foreign  country.  Notice  the  preparations  for  defence,  the 
violent  and  warlike  tone  of  the  (Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, the  reports  and  resolutions  in  the  Legislature  of 
Maine.,  the  paragraphs  of  the  ministerial  journal,  the  Chro- 
nicle, stating  that  workmen  are  employed  in  relays  by  night 
and  by  day  to  force  into  readiness  the  steam  frigates  for  the 
American  coast.  Read  the  report  that  ten  sail  of  the  line 
are  ordered  to  assemble  at  Gibraltar  in  consequence  of  the 
trial  of  McLeod, 

I  am  aware  that  the  American  Minister  wrote  to  you  two 
days  since  ;  but  in  his  absence  from  London  for  the  day,  I 
venture  with  the  approval  of  Mr.  Rush,  the  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation, to  communicate  the  news  just  arrived.  Mr.  Rush's 
brother,  of  your  squadron,  has  many  of  the  facts  in  this  im- 
portant question. 

You  will  pardon  an  American  whose  intrusion  proceeds 
from  a  desire  that  Hull  shall  be  prepared  for  his  enemy,  to 
add  lustre  to  his  name  and  glory  to  his  country. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

John  Hake  Powell. 

I  open  my  fetter  to  say  Mr.  Rush  has  heard  this  letter,  and 
entirely  approves  it. 

(Orders  of  March  25,  1841.; 

U.  S,  Ship  Ohio,  Pout  Mahon, 
March  25,  1841. 

Sir:  — Circumstances  render  it  necessary  to  make  rather 
a  hasty  movement  in  the  squadron  under  my  command. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  direct  that  you  proceed  to  sea,  and 
make  the  best  of  your  way  out  of  the  Mediterranean.  You 
will  endeavor,  either  by  speaking  vessels  or  by  touching  at 
some  port,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  afifairs  between  the  United 
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States  and  Great  Britain.  In  case  of  war  you  will  use  every 
exertion  to  protect  yourself  and  command,  and  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  cruising  as  long  as  your  provisions  and  other  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  of,  and  when  a  favorable  opportunity 
offers,  you  will  run  into  some  port  of  the  United  States  and 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  tha  IS'avy.  Much,  however,  must 
be  left  to  your  own  judgment,  bhould  you  ascertain  that 
quietness  has  been  restored,  you  will  return  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, touching  at  Mahon,  where  you  will  probably  hear 
from  me. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  Hull, 

Commander'in- Chief  of  the  U.  S.  A'aval  Force  in 

the  Mcditerranea7i. 
Captain  William  C.  Boltox,  Comiiuaidiug- 

U.  S.  Frigate  Brandy-wine,  tort  JMahon. 

J\Iemorandum. 

U.  S.  FuiGATE  Bhandiwine,  at  sea, 
Apnl  10,  1841. 

The  squadron  sailed  from  Mahon,  on  the  25th  of  March. 
after  keeping  company  with  Commodore  Hull  for  nine  days, 
contending,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  with  adverse 
winds,  or  delayed  by  calms,  from  getting  out  of  the  .Medi- 
terranean, which  was  a  first  object.  I  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  my  way,  and  shift  for  myself,  although  the  Com- 
modore had  implied  a  wish  verbally,  that  I  would  accom- 
pany him  past  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar. 

At  the  time  of  our  dejjarture,  it  was  believed  that  the 
ships  would  prove  equal  sailers — that  we  should  be  favored 
by  winds — have  a  good  run  out,  and  could  easily  therefore, 
accommodate  each  other.     The  reverse  turned  out  the  case; 

0  ir  ship  surpassed  the  Ohio  in  an  astonishing  manner;  and 

1  am  confident  a  loss  of  at  least  sixty  miles  ensued  to  us 
from  this  inequality  of  sailing,  and  my  manoeuvres  to  keep 
near  him  ;  which  loss  might  have  placed  me,  equally  with 
himself,  in  the  power  of  the  heavy  force  reported  as  being 
on  its  way  to  capture  or  blockade  us.  Such  support  as  I 
could  give  the  Ohio  would  avail,  comparatively,  but  little  and 
it  seemed  to  me,  the  surest  way  to  avoid  encumbrance  to 
either,  and  to  give  chance  for  distinction,  security  or  escape 
to  both,  was  to  separate.  If  war  exists  with  such  a  power 
as  Great  Britain,  it  cannot  be  the  policy  of  our  Government 
to  cruize  in  squadron  on  the  ocean. 

The  views  interchanged  between  Commodore  Hull  and 
"his  captains  at  Mahon,  could  not  have  undergone  any  ma- 
terial change,  else  he  would  have  communicated  it  by  signal; 
or  by  a  boat,  which,  on  one  occasion,  I  sent  to  him  at  sea. 
It  was  apparent  to  me,  that  he  could  procure  no  information 
from  the  vessels  passing  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  be  relied 
on,  because  it  could  only  be  derived  through  interested  chan- 
nels— such  as  British  steamers,  or  sources  of  doubtful  au- 
thority— or  of  a  date  so  recent  as  that  which  came  to  our 
Icnowledge  at  Mahon.  By  delay  danger  was  increasing,  and 
\>y  my  proceeding  \  could  more  readily  meet  it,  and,  possibly, 
convey  intelligence  of  it  to  the  Commodore. 

The  "  Preble  "  separated  from  us  both,  under  what  cir- 
cumstance I  know  not.  My  separation  from  the  flag  ship 
was  first  caused  by  bad  weather  at  ni^ht.  Whether  the 
"  Ohio"  or  the  "  Brandywinc  "  was  in  fault,  I  cannot  say. 

I  met  a  detention  of  three  days  from  strong  head  winds, 
in  sight  of  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar,  which  afforded  time  for 
the  Commodore  to  have  reached  that  point.  Ho  not  doing 
60, 1  availed  myself  of  a  fine  opportunity  of  passing  through; 
and,  persuaded  that  there  was  no  American  interest  behind 
ine  to  protect,  I,  on  mature  deliberation,  determined,  under 
my  orders,  to  lay  my  course  directly  home,  as  the  only  point 
at  which  any  satisfactory  and  conclusive  intelligence — such 
as  could  be  depended  on — could  be  speedily  gained  :  know- 
ing that  it  was  within  my  ability  to  make  the  passage  to  the 
United  States  and  back  again,  if  desirable,  before  I  could 
possibly,  elsewhere,  be  informed  of  the  true  state  of  the  ex- 
isting relations  between  tlic  two  countries. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  C.  BoLToy,  Captain. 
iTo  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


COJTSULATE  OF  THE  UxiTEn  StATES, 

Gibraltar,  April  7,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir : — Understanding  the  cause  that  induced  you 
to  come  this  way  from  Port  Mahon,  the  Quarantine  Depart- 
ment permitting  me  to  communicate  with  you,  I  not  only 
send  by  the  bearer  of  this  a  mail  for  your  squadron,  but 
with  pleasure  inform  you  that  the  steam  packet  this  morn- 
ing from  England  brings  intelligence  of  the  pacific  disposi- 
tions of  the  two  governments.  President  Harrison  was  for- 
mally installed  on  the  4th  ult.,  bis  speech  bearing  remotely 
on  foreign  relations.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  discharged  from  consider- 
ing the  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  communicate 
the  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  on  the  North-Eastern 
Boundary.  That  there  was  no  truth  in  the  rumor  of  any 
angry  correspondence  having  passed  between  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr.  Forsyth  ;  that  Great  Britain  had  a  sincere  desire  to  bring 
things  to  a  termination,  and  Mr,  Clay  said  himself  that  he 
had  not  been  appointed  to  a  special  [mission]  to  England  ; 
he  thought  the  resident  ambassador  able  to  do  all  that  was 
necessary  without  difficulty,  and  without  delay. 

McLcod  was  in  prison  at  Lockport,  would  be  removed  to 
Albany  for  trial  ;  to  facilitate  his  delivery,  the  British  Go- 
vernment had  justified  the  burning  of  the  Caroline;  hence 
he  would  be  given  up  ;  but  the  owners  of  the  steamer  would 
continue  their  proceedings  to  recover  the  value  of  the  steamer. 
All  this  was  received  in  England  by  New  York  packet  ship 
"  Patrick  Henry,"  dates  to  8th  ult. 

On  the  27th  ult.,  I  received  from  the  Legation  of  the 
United  States,  London,  a  despatch  for  your  good  self,  to  be 
forwarded  at  the  earliest  moment,  by  such  mode  of  con- 
veyance as  would  answer,  the  certainty  of  its  reaching  you. 
A  steamer  starting  the  same  day  for  Barcelona,  I  sent  it 
under  cover  to  the  United  States  consul  for  that  port,  with 
directions  for  want  of  opportunity  to  send  it  to  Port  Mahon, 
to  send  it  forward  to  Marseilles,  to  the  care  of  the  naval  con- 
tractors. I  at  the  same  time  addressed  a  letter  to  those  agents 
directing  them,  in  case  of  their  receiving  the  letter,  and  aware 
of  your  leaving  the  Mediterranean,  to  return  it  to  me. 

Allow  me  to  add,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  pacific 
news  from  England  will  remove  any  objection  you  might 
have  to  visiting  this  port,  being  now  so  immediately  in  the 
neighborhood. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  humble  serv't, 

Horatio  Spragux,  Consul. 

Com.  Isaac  Hull, 

Commanding-  U.  S.  squadron 

ill  the  J\Iediterra7iean. 

Original  thus  endorsed  by  Captain  Bolton  : 
"  Received  at  sea,  near  Gibraltar,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
8th  of  April  ;  opened  by  me  in  presence  of  Lieut.  Mercer 
and  Chaplain  Stewart,  in  consequence  of  the  superscription 
of  the  envelop,  thus:  United  States  Consulate,  Gibraltar" 
"  To  Commodore  Isaac  Hull,  or  to  any  of  the  commanders 
of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean." 

Witness :  W.  C.  Boltoht. 

Samuel  Meiicer, 

Charles  Samuel  Stewart. 


■} 


Jieply  to  the  fores^oing-. 

U.  States  Ship  Biiandtwine, ' 
OlT  Gibraltar,  April  8,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir : — I  have  received  your  communication  of 
yesterday's  date,  addressed  to  "Com.  Hull,  or  the  com- 
manders of  any  of  the  U.  S.  ships  of  war  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean." I  am  in  possession  of  the  principal  intelligence 
communicated,  but  I  am  not  the  less  obliged  for  the  atten- 
tion of  transmitting  it.  What  I  have  received  from  you  will 
not  influence  my  movements.  I  am  on  a  cruise,  and  shall 
not  visit  Gibraltar. 

Very  sincerely,  your  friend, 

W..  C.  BoLToy. 

H.  Sprague,  Esq.,  &c.  &c. 


1841.1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Tlie  late  Josepti  ParKer  IVorris. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Norris  the  community  has  lost  one  of 
the  few  remaining  old  fashioned  men  who  are  fast  disap- 
pearing from  this  scene  of  action.  Having  occupied  a  pro- 
minent station  in  society,  he  should  not  be  suffered  to  de- 
scend to  the  tomb  without  some  passing  notice  of  his  worth. 

He  Wcis  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
State,  his  ancestors  being  the  jiersonal  friends  of  Penn  and 
among  tlie  first  settlers  of  the  province  with  him.  Like 
them  he  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Having 
received  a  good  liberal  education  he  was  afterwards  educated 
for  a  mercantile  life  and  entered  the  counting-house,  of  an 
eminent  merchant  of  this  city,  where  he  made  himself  prac- 
tically acquainted  with  the  principles  of  trade  though  he 
nsver  embarked  in  it. 

For  many  years  he  filled  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania.  This  situation  was  as  honorable  as 
it  was  responsible.  'I'he  history  of  his  public  life  is  the  his- 
tory of  that  bank,  for  he  was  identified  with  it.  With  the 
exception  of  one  year,  he  was  a  director  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  bank  in  1793  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  the 
spring  of  1808,  when  he  was  elected  president,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  preside  over  it  until  shortly  before  his  death,  when 
he  rciigned  the  office  afier  an  administration  of  thirty-three 
years,  and  after  having  been  an  officer  of  the  bank  for  forty- 
seven  years,  a  longer  period  of  time  it  is  believed  than  any 
similar  office  has  ever  been  held  by  any  individual  in  this 
country.  His  accession  to  a  place  which  he  filled  with  emi- 
nent ability  for  so  many  years,  constitutes  one  of  the  most 
memorable  eras  in  the  history  of  the  bank.  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Norris,  embracing  periods  of  great  com- 
mercial revulsions  and  financial  vicissitudes,  and  during  the 
violent  excitement  of  great  political  contentions,  the  man- 
agement of  that  institution  equalled  the  desires  of  all.  A 
leading  object  in  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania was,  to  promote  the  regular,  permanent  and  suc- 
cessful operation  of  the  finances  of  the  State  as  well  as  to 
benefit  trade  and  industry  generally.  With  this  view  her 
capital  was  then  deemed  very  large,  and  the  State  retained  a 
large  interest  in  it.  After  the  experience  of  half  a  century 
it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  object  of  the  institution 
has  been  fully  answered.  The  loans  she  has  made  and  the 
facilities  she  has  rendered  to  the  Cotnmonwealth  in  obtain- 
ing pecuniary  assistance,  especially  in  sudden  emergencies, 
are  well  known,  and  as  her  financial  agent,  her  important 
'duties  have  been  long  and  most  faithfully  performed. 

[Extracted fro7n  the  Inquirer. 


THK    DROUGHT, 

Under  this  head  yon  published  in  your  paper  of  Satur- 
day  last  an  account  of  the  present  prospect  for  the  early  har- 
vest in  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Western  New  York.  We  too 
are  sufl'ering  severely  in  this  neighborhood,  pariicularly  in 
regard  to  griiss  and  the  early  garden  vegetables.  On  referring 
to  our  records  of  the  rain  fallen  during  the  last  two  months 
and  comparing  them  with  the  records  of  the  same  months' 
for  a  series  of  years.  I  was  struck  with  the  comparative  small 
quantity  of  the  present  season.  It  is  but  about  one-half  of 
the  least  quantity  in  the  same  months  for  the  last  17  years, 
and  about  one-third  of  the  average  quantity.  I  enclose  a' 
tabular  view  of  the  whole  period  which  you  are  at  liberty 
to  publish  if  you  think  it  of  sufficient  importance. 


Apalacbic  Ola  City  Taxes. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  taxes  paid  in  this  city,  the 
year  ending  the  1st  of  February,  1841,  and  the  description 
of  property  on  which  the  taxes  are  levied. 

Estimated  value.  Tax. 

Improved  Real  Estate $693,300         $1,733  25 

Unimproved     do        492,750  2,463  75 

Wharf  property 258,450  775  35 

Sales  of  merchandise 422,280  627  85 

Commissions  and  profits  of  Banks    65,824  987  36 

12  Lawyers  and  physicians 120  00 

377  White  inhabitants 754  00 

163  Slaves 326  00 

28  Horses 84  00 

6  Pleasure  carriages 60  00 

25  Dogs 50  00 

10  Free  Negroes 250  00 

18,131  56 


Year. 

May. 

June. 

Total. 

Inches. 

Inches, 

Inches. 

1825 

1.91 

5.07 

6.98 

1826 

49 

4.04 

4.53 

1827 

6.44 

2.14 

7.58 

1828 

6.25 

6.16 

12.41 

1829 

3.13 

2.88 

6.01 

1830 

3.81 

4.01 

7.82 

1831 

3.84 

4.42 

8.26 

1832 

7.41 

54 

7.95 

1S33 

2.91 

3.97 

6.88 

1834 

6.49 

3.69 

10.18 

1835 

2.18 

2.16 

4.34 

1836 

2.17 

3.73 

5.90 

1837 

6.88 

4.06 

10.94 

1818 

3.43 

5.09 

8.52 

1839 

5.58 

3.16 

8.74 

1840 

2.28 

2.41 

4.69 

1841 

2.02 
66.22 

42 
57.95 

2.44 

124.17 

Average, 

3.89 

3.41 

7.30 

Waitham,  June  30,  1841 

H. 

[Bosloji  Adv. 

&  Patriot. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  above  statement  does  not  in- 
clude the  taxes  paid  on  drugs,  wagons  and  carts,  which 
amounts  to  some  $500,  and  licenses  for  retailing  spirituous 
liquors,  amounting  to  $1,500,  which  latter  amounts  are  paid 
to  the  city  clerk. 

The  population  of  Apalachicola  during  the  season  of  busi- 
ness, is  about  3,000  souls. — Florida  Journal. 


Bankrupt  Xiaw* 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt 
law.  The  memorial  was  signed  by  3,000  persons.  The 
Message  was  read,  and  is  in  the  following  words  : 

To  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  : 

The  accompanying  memorial  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  law,  signed  by  nearly  three  thousand  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  forwarded  to  me, 
attended  by  a  request  that  I  would  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress.  I  cannot  waive  a  compliance  with  a  re- 
quest urged  upon  me  by  so  large  and  respectable  a  number 
of  my  fellow-citizens.  That  a  bankrupt  law,  carefully  guard- 
ed against  fraudulent  practices,  and  embracing,  as  far  as 
practicable,  all  classes  of  society— the  failure  to  do  which 
has  heretofore  constituted  a  prominent  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure— would  afford  extensive  relief,  I  do  not  doubt.'  The 
distress  incident  to  the  derangements  of  some  years  past  has 
visited  large  numbers  of  our  fellow-citizens  with  hopeless  in- 
solvency, whose  energies,  both  mental  and  physical,  by  rea- 
son of  the  load  of  debt  pressing  upon  them,  are  lost  to  the 
country.  Whether  Congress  shall  deem  it  proper  to  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject  at  its  present  extraor- 
dinary session,  it  will  doubtle.«s  wisely  determine.  1  have 
fulfilled  my  duty  to  the  memorialists  in  submitting  their  pe- 
tition to  your  consideration. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  June  30,  1841. 

The  message  and  memorial  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  the  message  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. — JVat.  In. 
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Quick  fFork. 

The  Ttritannia  arrived  at  the  dock  in  Boston  this  (?at.) 
morning,  July  3,  at  a  few  minutes  before  8  o'clock.  By  ex- 
traordinary exertions  we  have  received  the  news  brought  by 
her,  and  arc  enabled  to  lay  it  before  our  readers  this  erening. 

Immediately  after  her  arrival  our  Express  started  off  upon 
the  railroad  for  Norwich  via  Worcester.  When  about  35 
miles  this  side  of  the  later  place  the  locomotive  came  in  con- 
tact with  a  freight  train,  causing  a  violent  shock,  which  threw 
the  gentlemen  who  had  charge  of  the  paf.ers  from  the  car, 
and  seriously  bruised  him.  The  hands  were  all  injured,  but 
not  seriously.  Dy  this  unfortunate  accident  the  Express 
was  detained  two  hours,  but,  notwithstanding,  it  reached 
Norwich  .it  half  past  12,  a  distance  of  104  miles  in  2^  hours 
running  time. 

From  Norwich  to  this  city  13.5  miles,  the  Express  was 
brought  by  tlie  steamer  Norwich,  Capt.  Elliott,  chartered  for 
the  occasion,  ^he  showed  her  spirit  by  screwing  her  steam 
"  to  the  sticking  paint,"  and  driving  through  the  Sound  at 
the  rate  of  16  to  18  miles  per  hour.  An  extraordinary  ex- 
citement prevailed  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Express.  The 
depots  and  public  places  along  the  railroad  were  thronged 
to  see  it  pass.  \\  hen  the  boat  left  Norwich  nearly  the 
■whole  city  gathered  on  the  dock  to  cheer  her  on  her  way. 
As  she  came  down  the  river  she  was  saluted  by  the  ringing 
of  bells  and  firing  of  cannon. 

When  she  reached  this  city  a  couple  of  our  incomparable 
compositors  had  already  put  the  news  in  type  on  board  of 
her,  and  it  was  ready  for  the  press. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Adams  &  Co.,  of 
the  express  Line,  for  their  faithful  and  porsevereing  efforts 
to  forward  this  enterprise.  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  that  firm, 
had  the  management  of  it,  and  to  his  spirit  and  energy  we 
are  largely  indebted  for  its  triumphant  success. — JV.  Y.  Stm. 

TrrasHry  I¥otcs. 

Treasury  Department, 
July  3,  !84l. 

Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840, 

$26,681,337  53 
Redeemed  of  those  issues 23,914,409  40 


Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $3,766,928   13 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  1841,  viz. 
Prior  March  4,  S673.681    .32 
Since  March  4, 4,049,349  70 

4,723,041   02 

Redeemed  of  that  issue 144,264  02 

Leaving  outstanding, 4,578,767  00 


Aggregate  outstanding  on  the  1st  instant..  $8,345,695  13 


T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Fopnintion  of  Peniisylvanln,  1830""40. 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  compara- 
tive increase  of  each  county  in  the  State  at  the  Census 
of  1830  and  1840.  In  a  future  number  we  will  furnish  a 
similar  view  of  some  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

Rale  of  increase  p.  ct. 


Counties.  1830. 

Adams  e 21,379 

Allegheny 50,552 

Armstrong 17,701 

Beaver 24,185 

Bedford 24,.502 

Berks  e 53,152 

Bradford 19,746 

Bucks  e 45,745 

Butler 14,581 

Cambria 7,076 

Centre 18,879 

Chester e  .......  50,910 


1830  to 

1820  to 

1840. 

1840. 

1830. 

23,044 

7  9-10 

10^ 

81,235 

60  6-10 

45 

28,365 

60  2-10 

70 

29,368 

21  3-10 

56 

29,335 

19  7-10 

21 

64,569 

21  4-10 

15 

32,769 

65  9-10 

70 

48,107 

5  1-10 

21 

22,378 

.'53  4-10 

44 

11,256 

59 

115 

20,43? 

36 

57,515 

12  9-10 

16 

Counties.  1830. 

Clearfield 4,803 

Clinton 

Columbia 20,059 

Crawford 16,030- 

Cumberland  e  ...  29,226 

Dauphin  e 25,243 

Delaware  e 17,323 

Erie 17.041 

Fayette 29,172 

Franklin  e 35,037 

Greene 18,028 

Huntingdon 27,145 

Indiana 14,252 

Jefferson 2,025 

Ijancaster  e 76,631 

Lebanon  e 20,557 

Lehigh  e 22,2.56 

Luzerne 27,379 

Lycoming 17,636 

Mercer 19,729 

fffl'"    I  ......  21,690 

Juniata  3 

Monroe  e 

Montgomery  e. . .  39,406 

McKean 1,439 

Northampton  e  . .  :i39,482 

Northumberland.  18,133 

Perry  e 14,261 

Phila.  city  e 80,462 

J'hila.  county  e  ..108,305 

Pike  e §4,843 

Potter 1,265 

Schuylkill  e 20,744 

Somerset 17,762 

Susquehanna  ...  16,787 

Tioga 8,978 

Union 20,795 

"Venango 9,470 

Warren 4,679 

Washington  . . . .  42,784 

Wayne  e 7,663 

Westmoreland  . .  38,400 

Yorke 42,859 


Rate  of 

■  increase  p.  ct. 

1830  to 

1820  to 

1840. 

1840. 

1830. 

7,834 

63 

1-10 

105> 

*8,323 

24,267 

20 
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14 

31,724 

97 

8-10 

70 

30,953 

5 

8-10 
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30,118 

19 

3-10 

17 

19,791 

14 
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17 

31,344 

83  4-10 

98 

33,574 

15 
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37,793 

7 

8-10 

10 

19,147 

6 

2-10 

16 

35,484 

30 

6-10 

35 

20,782 

45 

8-10 

60 

7,253 

258 

1-10 

261 

84,203 

9 

8  10 

12 

21,872 

6 

3-10 

21 

25,787 

15 

8-10 

19 

44,006 

60 

7-10 

36 

22,649 

30$ 

32,873 

66 

6. 10 

69 

C  13,092^ 
ll  1,080  > 

C30 

11 

3-ro 

19,879 

47,241 

19 

8-10 

10 

2,975 

106 

7-10 

9? 

40,996 

20,027 

10 

4-10 

18 

17,096 

19 

8-10 

26 

93,615 

16 

4  10 

38 

164,.372 

51 

7-10 

3,832 

6ff 

3,371 

166 

7-10 

580 

29,053 

40 

8a 

19,650 

10 

1-2 

27 

21,195 

26 

3-10 

68 

15,494 

72 

1-2 

125 

22,787 

9 

1-2 

12 

17,900 

89 

86 

9,278 

98 

3-4 

138 

41,279 

7 

11,848 

54 

1  2 

8& 

42,699 

11 

1-10 

25 

47,010 

9 

6-10 

10 

1,348,203    1,724,033         27  8-10 

The  counties  marked  e,  are  in  the  Eastern  District,  the 
others  in  the  Western. 


*  New  county  from  Centre  and  Lycoming. 

f  New  county  from  Northampton  and  Pike. 

+  Including  seven  townships  (population  in  1830,  6,764) 
now  in  Monroe  county.  In  the  remaining  townships  making 
the  present  Northampton  county,  the  population  has  in- 
creased 25:1^  per  cent,  since  1830. 

§  Including  these  townships  now  part  of  Monroe  county. 

Clarion  county  (new)  is  included  in  Armstrong  and  Ve- 
nango. Washington  county  is  the  only  county  in  the  State 
which  has  diminished  in  population  during  the  last  ten  years 
without  losing  territorj' — why  has  this  been  the  easel 

Eastern  district 7.55,484         908,644         20  2-10' 

Western     do      592,719         815,389         37  5-10 
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Slietclies  of  tlie  First  ScttlciBiesits  iia 

Mentiicliy— !l[o.  1. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal : 

A  controversy  has  lately  taken  place,  as  to  the  first  perma- 
nent settlement  in  Kentucky,  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
elucidate,  as  far  as  the  facts,  which  I  have  long  since  collect- 
ed, in  relation  to  the  subject,  will  justify.  After  a  laborious 
investigation,  it  has  been  my  settled  opinion  for  'iiore  than 
thirty  years,  iha.t  Ilarrodstown  (now  Harrodsburg)  wasper- 
mmieruly  occupied  in  March,  1775,  and  Boonsboroiigh  in 
the  month  following  (April.)  There  may  be  some  dispute 
as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  occupations ;  but,  accord- 
ing to  the  simple  facts,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  when 
connected  witli  the  events  of  ir74;  from  which  time  Har- 
rodsburg was  really  occupied.  But  if  the  building  of  nine- 
teen or  twenty  houses,  and  occupying  them,  as  well  as  rais- 
ing corn  and  vegetables  for  five  or  six  years,  is  a  settlement, 
then  neither  Harrodsburg  nor  Boonsborough  can  claim  the 
palm  of  primogeniture.  It  belongs  to  the  French  who  built 
1/  a  small  town  on  the  Kentucky  shore  of  the  Ohio,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  as  early  as  \15?->,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter.  But,  if  we  confine  the  question  to  the  English  or 
Saxon  race,  a  simple  s'atement  of  facts  will  be  sufficient  to  settle 
i*.  I  have  now  before  me  the  historical  sketches  and  narra- 
tions of  McClung,  Metcalfe,  and  Flint,  also  a  letter  written 
by  my  worthy  friend  Nathaniel  Hart,  of  Woodford  coiinty, 
Ky.,  and,  in  comparing  their  statements  with  each  other,  I 
observe  a  material  dilference  in  dates,  while  the  general  facts 
are  stated  tolerably  correctly.  Finding  that  I  could  not  har- 
monize their  statements  with  the  proper  dates,  I  turned  to 
some  old  Journals  in  my  possession,  and  notes  taken  in  per 
sonal  conversations  with  General  Ray,  Capt.  Chapline,  Wil- 
liams, Sodowsky,  (or  Sandusky )  and  my  uncle  James  McAfee 
about  the  years  1804,  '5,  and  '6,  when  I  had  a  lawsuit  of 
my  own  on  hand,  and  was  also  engaged  in  another  which 
involved  the  dates  of  the  first  occupation  of  Harrodstown, 
and  my  own  residence  on  Salt  river.  From  these  early  re- 
cords and  conversations  I  have  gathered  the  following  state- 
ments, which  I  believe  to  be  true. 

In  the  years  1769,  '70  and  '71,  Daniel  Boon,  his  brother. 
Squire  Boon,  and  John  Stewart,  came  to  Kentucky  as  hunt- 
ers; the  former  remaining  in  the  country  part  of  the  two  last 
years.  But  no  attempt  was  made  by  Daniel  Boon  or  any 
other  person  to  make  permanent  settlements  in  Kentucky, 
until  the  months  of  May  and  June  1773.  'J'he  statement 
made  by  some  writers  that  Boon  attempted  to  move  his  fami- 
.  i  ]y  to  Kentucky  in  September,  1771,  is  incorrect  as  to  date: 
I  ;     it  was  in  the  year  1773,  and  failed,  as  J  will  hereafter  show. 

In  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1773,  Capts.  Bullitt, 
Douglass  and  Hancock  Taylor,  three  surveyors,  descended 
th'e  Kenawha,  with  a  number  of  men  who  had  served  against 
the  French  provinces  previous  to  the  peace  of  1763,  for  the 
purpose  of  surveying  what  was  called  proclamation  ri^ht 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  that  war.  The 
McAfee  company  consisting  of  James,  George,  and  Robert 
McAfee,  and  James  McCovvn  and  Samuel  Adams,  who  had 
left  their  homes  in  Bottetourt  county,  Virginia,  for  the  same 
purpose,  united  with  these  surveyors  and  their  companies, 
about  twenty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kenawha.  on  the 
29th  May,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  the  Ohio  river,  in 
five  canoes  and  a  batteaa  where  they  found  five  Delaware 
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Indians,  with  their  families,  going  down  to  the  falls  for  the 
purp  se  of  hunting.  The  company  remained  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Kenawha  until  the  1st  of  June,  when  Capt.  Bullitt, 
with  three  of  his  own  men  and  those  of  the  Delaware  Indi- 
ans, crossed  the  Ohio  to  go  to  Chillicothe  on  the  Scioto  in 
order  to  have  a  good  understanding  with  the  Shawnee  and 
Delaware  Indians.  The  balance  of  the  company  proceeded 
down  the  Ohio,  examining  the  land  and  creeks  from  the 
mouth  of  liig  Sandy  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  1 1th  of  June,  and  were  joined  by  Capt. 
Bullitt  and  his  men  on  the  1  3th  they  having  come  down  the 
Scioto  in  a  canoe.  The  captain  reached  Chillicothe  on  the 
5th  of  June,  and  was  received  witli  great  pomp  and  apparent 
hospitality,  being  detained  several  days  in  a  wigwam  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  town,  he  was  at  length  marched  up  to  the 
council-house  by  about  1  i.'J  warriors,  and  made  his  speech 
on  the  9th  of  June  ;  and  on  the  next  day  received  a  friendly 
answer.  The  Indians  had  no  objection  to  the  whites  set- 
tling and  cultivating  the  land,  but  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right  of  hunting  on  it.  I  have  copies  of  these  papers,  and  a 
letter  from  Richard  Butler,  a  white  man  who  lived  among 
the  Indians,  explaining  to  Capt.  Bullitt  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  the  Indians  at  that  time,  which  will  explain  the  causes 
of  future  hostility.  James  McAfee  and  Robert  McAfee,  in 
their  journal,  say  :  "  At  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto,  on  our  side 
of  the  Ohio,  (Kentucky  side,)  there  is  a  small  town  of  nine- 
teen or  twenty  houses  completely  built,  some  of  square  logs, 
(hewed,)  and  clapboard  roofs,  with  good  doors,  windows  and 
chimneys,  and  some  cleared  ground,  which  appear  to  have 
been  built  by  the  French  during  the  last  war.  After  Capt. 
Bullitt  rejoined  the  company,  they  proceeded  down  the  Ohio 
to  the  mouth  of  Licking,  which  was  explored  by  Robert 
McAfee  thirty  or  forty  miles  up.  Here  Mr.  Douglass  re- 
mained behind,  to  make  some  surveys,  and  Capts  Bullitt 
and  Taylor,  and  their  companies,  went  on  to  the  Big  Bone 
lick,  where  a  Delaware  Indian,  apparently  upwards  of  70 
years  old,  in  an.swer  to  a  question  put  by  James  McAfee,  ob- 
served that  the  bones  were  "just  so"  when  he  was  a  boy, 
and  he  knew  no;hing  of  the  animal  to  which  they  belonged. 
Isaac  Hite,  another  surveyor  who  had  embarked  at  Pittsburg, 
or  Fort  Pitt  as  it  was  then  called,  overtook  Bullitt  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Miami.  Duiing  the  4ih  and  5th  days  of 
July  they  remaitjed  at  the  Big  Bone  lick. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky,  (or  Levisa  as  written  in 
the  McAfee  journal)  river,  Capt.  Bullitt  and  his  company 
parted  with  the  McAfee  company  and  Hancock  Taylor  on 
the  8th  of  July  ;  Capt.  Bullitt  intending  to  go  on  to  the  falls, 
and  Hancock  Taylor  and  the  McAfee  company  to  ascend 
the  Kentucky  river  into  the  interior.  On  the  9th  of  July 
they  arrived  at  Drennon's  lick,  where  they  found  John  Dren- 
non  and  Martin  Bracken,  who  had  anticipated  them  two 
days  by  cros.sing  the  country  the  day  before  they  reached 
the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky.  This  was  ever  afterwards  con- 
sidered in  no  favorable  light  by  the  balance  of  the  company. 
At  Drennon's  lick  there  were  thousands  of  Buffaloes,  deer.<» 
and  elk,  and  many  bears,  wolves,  eagles  and  other  birds  of 
prey;  for  miles  round  the  land  \vas  swept  of  grass;  and  the 
buffalo  roads  were  described  by  James  McAfee  to  be  as  large 
as  the  road  leading  to  Williamsburg,  Virginia.  Here  James 
McAfee  and  Samuel  Adams  encountered  a  perilous  adven- 
ture in  passing  round  the  outskirts  of  the  lick.  A  gang  of 
nearlv  five  hundred  buffaloes  became  alarmed,  and  corhmcn- 
ced  running  towards  where  they  stood  ;  there  was  no  turn- 
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ing  them.  Adnms  had  barely  time  to  scamper  up  a  leaning 
mulberry,  and  McAfee  behind  a  tree  about  two  feet  in  diame- 
ter, and  there  by  close  pressing  side  ways,  the  horns  of  the 
buffaloes  scraping  the  bark  on  eac!i  side,  he  stood  until  the 
storm  was  over,  while  Adams  hung  on  the  mulberry  like  a 
coon,  closely  eying  his  friend  to  whom  he  could  afford  no  re- 
lief. This  incident  furnished  many  an  evening's  amusement 
to  them  and  their  fiiends.  From  Drennon's  lick  they  pur- 
sued a  south-east  course,  along  the  buffjlo  road,  and  crossed 
the  Kentucky  river  below  where  Frankfort  now  stands,  at 
the  place  where  the  dam  and  lock  are  now  built,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  branch  to  a  fine  spring,  where  they  hid  a  fish- 
gig,  and  tomahawk,  at  the  root  of  a  gum  tree,  (the  same 
spring  I  expect,  from  which  the  town  of  Frankfoit  is  now 
water»;d.)  Thence,  passing  down  the  valley  leading  to  the 
present  penitentiary,  Robert  McAfee  had  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  surveyed,  including  the  whole  town  of  Frankfort,  and 
all  the  flat  marsh  hind,  which  was  afterwards  converted  into 
a  valuable  meadow  by  the  Hon.  John  Brown.  This  was 
on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1773,  and  was  the  first  survey  ever 
made  on  the  Kentucky  river. 

The  company  then  took  the  ridge  which  leads  out  towards 
Lexington  an  J  Versailles;  but,  apprehending  a  scarcity  of 
water,  they  turned  to  the  river  and  crossed  it  about  seven 
miles  above,  and  proceeded  up  to  the  Cove  spring,  now  on 
the  turnpike  road  leading  from   Frankfort  to  Harrodsburg, 
in  the  upper  end  of  Henderson  county  where  Major  Lillard 
formerly  lived.     Here  they  encamped  the  19th,  20th,  and  I 
LMst  of  July,  and  f)und  Salt  river  (which  they  called  Crook-  ' 
cd  creek)  about  three  west,  and  went  down  to  the  mouth  of 
Hammond's  creek,  where  they  commenced  surveying  four  ! 
hundred  acre  tracts  of  land  for  themselves  and  friends,  and 
cutting  down  brush  wood  and  piling  it,  as  well  as  deadening  j 
timber  on  (heir  several  tracts,     'i'he  company  continued  to 
survey  the  river  up  to  where  Wilson's  station  was  afterwards  ' 
built  two  miles  above  where  Harrodsburg  now  stands.  The  I 
company  stopped  at  the  mouth  of  the  Harrodsburg  branch  I 
on  the  29th,  and  platted  their  several  surveys;  and  on  the  [ 
SOth  made  two  more  surveys.   On  the  31st  July  (Saturday)  j 
the  surveyor,  Mr.  Taylor,  started  for  the  Falls  of  Ohio  with  j 
two  mcn-of  his  company,  and  the  McAfees  started  to  go  up 
the  Kentucky  river  home,  and  passed  over  a  part  of  the  Har-  I 
rodsburg  tract  of  land,  and  lay  that  night  under  the  cliffs  of! 
Dick's  river,  about  four  miles  above  its  mouth.     They  pro-  ! 
ceeded    up  the   Kentucky  river  and   along  its  middle  fork,  I 
crossing  the  Cumberland  mountain  to  Powell's  valley.     In  j 
this  route,  which  they  accomfdishcd  in  sixteen  days,  they 
suffered  hunger,  starvation  and  fatigue,  until  one  of  the  bro- 
thers, George  McAfee,  was  exhausted,  and  was  saved  by  the  I 
killing  of  the  only  deer  they  had  seen  for  a  week.     In  their 
route  home  they  mot   Boon,  preparing  to  move  his  family  to 
Kentucky,  with  forty  other  individuals.     This  party  was  at- 
tacked by  the  Indians,  and  Boon's  eldest  son  killed,  which 
defeated  the  enterprise,  and   Boon  returned  to  his  former  re- 
sidence on  Clinch  river.     I  have  been  more  minute  than  I 
intended  in  the  foregoing  remarks,  which  are  chiefly  taken 
from  my  f.ithcr's  and  uncle  James  McAfee's  journal,  and 
may  satisfy  the  curious  who  may  wish  to  know  the  precise 
route  by  which  the  first  surveyors  and  adventurers  approach- 
ed the  interior. 

1774. — This  year  a  more  vigorous  attempt  was  made  to 
settle  in  the  interior  of  Kentucky,  especially  on  Salt  river, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrodsburg.  Captain  James  Harrod, 
William  Fields,  James  Brown,  John  Cowan,  Jaced  Cowan, 
Abraham  ('hapline,  Azariah  Davis  and  others,  making  thirty- 
one  in  all,  came  down  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river,  in  the  month  of  April,  and  as- 
cended the  Kentucky  river  in  canoes  to  the  mouth  of  a  creek 
called  La}ii!i7io-  run,  in  the  lower  end  of  the  present  county 
of  Mercer,  and  east  of  the  village  of  Salvisa,  thence  across  to 
Salt  river  near  McAfee's  station,  and  up  the  river  to  Fon- 
taine Blue  and  to  the  place-where  Harrodsburg  now  stands. 
This  company  was  followed,  in  two  or  three  weeks  after- 
wards, by  eleven  others,  consisting  of  Capt.  David  Williams, 
James  Sandusky,  and  others;  making  in  all  forty-two  men. 
Capt.  Harrod  and  his  party  encamped  at  the  i3ig  spring, 
on  the  east  of  the  place,  where  it  was  agreed  to  lay  off  a 


town.     They  then  explored  the  land  in  every  direction. — 
j  Harrod  soon  found  what  he  called  the  Boiling  spring,  six. 
j  miles  south  of  Harrodstown,  where  he  cut  down  brush  and 
:  made  his  improvement,  and  where  his  widow  now  lives. — 
,  But  the  Big  spring  was  their  rallying  point.     An  acre  of 
'  ground  was  cleared  at  Fontaine  Blue,  (a  large  spring,  three 
'  miles  below  Harrodsburg,)  and  corn  planted.     A  cabin  was 
built  on  Salt  river,  where  my'mill  now  stands,  and  Harrod's 
company,  after  they  were  joined  by  Williams  and  his  men, 
agreed-  to  lay  off  a  town  at  their  camp,  giving  each  man  a 
'  half  acre  lot,  and  a  ten  acre  out  lot;  which  was  done,  as  near 
j  as  I  could  ascertain  from  Capt.  Chapline,  on  the  16th  of  June. 
And,  what  is  remarkable,  Col.  Daniel  Boon,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Gov.  Dunmore,  coming  to  this  camp,  on  his  way  to 
the  falls  to  warn  the  surveyors  of  their  danger  from  the  In- 
dians, had  one  lot  laid  off  for  himself  adjoining  a  lot  for  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Hinton,  who  soon  after,  with  four  oth- 
ers, built  each  a  good  cabin.     The  cabin  built  by  Hinton 
was  afterwards  known  as  Hinton  or  Boon's  cabin.     These 
cabins  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  town  branch,  near  where 
Archibald  Woods  now  lives,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  yards  below  the  town  spring,  and  were  occupied  as 
a  common  rallying  point  until  the  tenth  of  July,  when  the 
Indians  fired  upon  a  party  of  this  company,  killing  Jared 
Cowan  at  Fontaine  Blue,  and  the  whole  company  at  that 
time  left  the  country.     Thus  we  find  Boon  at  Harrodsburg, 
in  June  1774,  taking  part  in  the  town  then  laid  out  into  lots, 
upon  which  four  or  five  cabins  were  built.  It  may,  however, 
be  denied  that  this  was  a  permanent  settlement,  as  the  whole 
company  left  the  country.  But  surely  the  building  of  houses 
and  occupying  them  for  a  time  constitutes  a  settlement,  even 
if  temporarily  left  with  the  professed  design  of  returning ; 
which  was  the  case,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  concluding  nar- 
rative of  the  next  year's  operations,  which  will  finally  test 
the  priority  of  settlement. 

1775.— In  the  latter  part  of  February,  1775,  the'McAfee 
company,  with  the  addition  of  William  McAfee  and  Samuel 
McAfee,  two  other  brothers,  and  David  Adams,  John  Hig- 
gins,  and  Sevier  Poulson,  again  left  Bottetourt  county,  (in 
Virginia,)  and  came  to  Kentucky  by  Cumberland  Gap, 
along  the  trace  marked  by  Boon  in  1774,  when  he  came  to 
the  country  to  warn  the  surveyors  of  the  expected  Indian 
hostilities.  They  arrived  at  James  McAfee's  spring  on  the 
1 1th  of  March,  passing  Harrodstown  ;  and  on  the  fourth  day 
afterwards  (the  15th)  Capt.  Harrod  and  his  company  again 
came  to  McAfee's  camp,  on  their  way  to  Harrodstown.  In 
this  company  were  nearly  all  the  former  men  and  several 
others,  and  Harrodstown  was  again  occupied  about  the 
middle  of  this  month.  Robert,  James,  and  Samuel  McAfee 
cleared  two  acres  of  ground  at  James  McAfee's  spring,  put- 
ting a  brush  fence  round  it,  and  planted  apple  seed  for  a 
nursery  and  peach  stones  which  they  had  brought  with  them 
for  that  purpose.  Robert  Mc.\fee,  my  father,  planted  the 
same  on  the  place  where  I  now  live ;  and  I  well  recollect 
eating  apples  and  peaches  from  these  trees  many  years  after. 
Some  of  these  peach  trees  were  alive  in  1792,  and  I  have 
two  apple  trees  of  this  original  stock,  which  are  yet  flourish- 
ing and  healing  apples  every  year.  George  McAfee  and 
Wm.  McAfee  cleared  several  acres  at  a  spring  near  the  town 
branch,  a  few  hundred  yards  south  of  Mr.  Jos.  Morgan's, 
and  about  a  mile  from  Harrodsburg.  This  company  left 
Harrodstown  about  the  10th  of  April,  leaving  John  Higgins 
and  Sevier  Poulson  to  plant  some  corn,  and  look  after  their 
land,  so  as  to  warn  others  from  interfering  with  them  ;  they 
were  to  remain  in  Harrodstown  and  at  the  cabin  built  on 
Salt  river,  which  was  covered  with  bark  for  that  purpose. — 
Higgins  and  Poulson  staid  till  June,  and  then  returned  with 
Hogan,  Denton,  and  others,  who  were  returning  for  their 
families.  In  September,  177.5,  James  and  John  McConn, 
David  Adams,  and  John  Higgins  having  previously  returned 
to  Bottetourt,  returned  to  Salt  river,  with  forty  head  of  cattle, 
which  they  drove  with  them  to  James  McConn's  land,  one 
mile  below  J.  McAfee's  station,  and  remained  all  winter, 
and  until  June,  1776,  clearing  fifteen  acres  of  ground,  and 
planting  the  whole  in  corn. 

But  we  must  now  return  to  Col.  Boon  and  the  settlement 
of  Boonsborough.     Some  narratives  place  Boon's  arrival  at 
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Boonsborough  on  the  20th  of  April.  Mr.  N.  Hart  fixes  the 
1st  of  April,  which  is  still  posterior  to  the  settlement  at  Har- 
rodsburg.  Gen.  Ray  states  that  when  he  arrived  on, the  8th 
Sept.  1775,  there  were  only  four  old  soldiers  in  the  cabins. 
Well,  these  were  enough  to  keep  a  garrison,  while  others 
were  hunting  and  improving  their  lands  on  Salt  river,"  or 
returned  after  their  families  to  the  settlements  on  Clinch 
river,  and  in  Powell's  valley.  Indeed,  Boon  himself  was 
gone  after  his  wife  and  family,  and  relumed  in  company 
with  McGary,  Hogan,  and  Denton,  and  their  wives,  who 
very  probably  arrived  at  Harrodstown  as  soon  as  Boon  could 
get  to  Boonsborough  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  Mrs,  McGary, 
Hogan,  and  Denton  all  reached  Harrodstown,  on  the  8th  day 
of  September.  It  is  also  true  that  upwards  of  forty  men 
were  at  that  place  and  in  its  vicinity  from  the  middle  of 
March  before;  and  the  next  fall  afterwards  (1776)  Col. 
Powell  and  his  family,  McDonald  and  his  wife,  (afterwards 
Mrs,  Harrod,)  and  a  Mr.  Wilson  and  his  wife,  with  several 
others  not  named,  arrived  at  Harrodsburg  or  town,  and  soon 
after  Col.  Ben.  Logan  and  his  wife,  as  Logan  had  been  out 
the  fall  of  1775. 

But  let  us  examine  the  case  of  Col.  Boon  candidly.     On 
the  17th  of  March,  1775,  he  was  at  the  treaty  of  Henderson 
with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  he  purchased  the  land  south 
of  the  Kentucky  river.     This  treaty  was  held  at  Watauga  ; 
and  in  order  to  enable  Boon  to  reach  Boonsborough  on  the 
1st  of  April,  with  twenty  men,  and  re-mark  and  cut  out  the 
marked  way,  Mr.  Hart  starts  Boon  from  the  treaty  ground. 
Others  who  have  narrated  this  matter  say,  with  much  more 
reason,  that  he  had  to  return  liome,  (which,  it  is  true,  was 
not  much  out  of  the  way,)  and  collect  his  men.     This  would 
take  several  days,  and  the  progress  of  Boon  and  his  com-  j 
pany  would  be  necessarily  slow.     According  to  the  mostrea- 1 
sonable  calculation,  it  would  be  some  time  in  April  before  ' 
he  could  reach  Boonsborough,  even  without  molestation.  ! 
But  Mr.  Hart  here  introduces  a  letter  from  Col.  Boon  to 
Col.  Henderson,  dated  the  1st  of  April,  who,  he  says,  was  ' 
only  fifteen  miles  from  Boonsborough.     This  letter  is  either  ; 
erroneous  in  its  date,  or  there  could  not  have  been  two.  at- ! 
tacks  on  Boon  and  his  road-cutters,  with  the  loss  of  several 
men  each  time,  without  retarding  his  progress  greatly.     But 
the  truth  is,  that  the  years  1773  and   1775  were  years  of 
peace  with  the  Indians  of  the  north  and  south.     We  have 
proved  this  by  the  progress  of  the  surveyors  and  the  several 
companies  through  the  country.     The  year  1774  was  a  year 
of  war,  after  the  first  of  July.     The  battle  of  Gen.  Lewis  at 
the  point  was  fought  on  the  10th  October,  1774,  and  soon 
after  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares  made  peace,  and  no  new  \ 
disturbances  took  place  until  the  fall  of  the  year  1775. — 
Henderson  had  just  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  | 
and  of  course  there  were  no  Indians  in  a  state  of  war  at  this 
time.     This  was  the  reason  why  so  many  adventurers  came  ' 
to  Kentucky  in  1775;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  nearly  all  the 
settlements  and  pre-emptions  were  granted  for  improvements 
made  in  1775,  or  early  in  1776.  | 

But  there  are  other  facts  connected  with  this  matter. —  ' 
Mr.  Hart  gives  a  letter,  dated  the  21st  of  April,  near  Cum-  ' 
berland  Gap,  from  Col.  Floyd  to  Col.  Preston,  taken  on  by  ' 
James  McAfee.  This  is  correct,  and  proves  that  Col.  Har-  j 
rod  and  his  company  arrived  at  Harrodstown  bofore  the 
McAfee  company  left  that  place  on  the  10th  of  April.  But, 
three  days  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  the  McAfees  met 
Henderson  at  a  creek  called  Scag's  creek,  a  branch  of  Rock- 
castle; and  Henderson  persuaded  Robert,  Samuel,  and  Wm. 
McAfee  to  go  with  him  to  Boonsborough  and  enter  land, 
and  they  went  with  him,  and  Robert  McAfee  was  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms  of  this  celebrated  convention  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1775.  There  was  no  attack  of  Indians  spoken  of; 
and  when  Henderson  reached  Boon,  he  had  but  two  cabins 
up  and  covered.  But,  even  supposing  this  letter  to  be  cor- 
rect as  to  date,  it  proves  that  Boon,  on  the  1st  of  April  and 
while  fifteen  miles  from  the  Kentucky  river,  where  Boons- 
borough was  established,  had  heard  of  the  previous  arrival 
of  Harrod  and  the  McAfee  company  at  Henderson,  and  on 
Salt  river ;  because  he  says :  "  I  have  sent  a  man  down  to 
all  the  lower  companies,  in  order  to  gather  them  at  the 
mouth  of  Otter  creek."     This  creek  empties  into  the  Ken- 


tucky river  nearly  opposite  Boonsborough.  Thus  Boon 
himself  is  a  conclusive  witness  in  favor  of  the  priority  of  the 
occupation  of  Harrodsto-wn  ;  and  when  Henderson  and  the 
McAfees  arrived,  they  could  give  him  full  information  upon 
the  subject.  Thus  I  have  given  a  succinct  account  of  the 
first  settlement  of  Harrodstown  or  Harrodsburg.  In  the 
month  of  September  and  Qctober,  McAfee's,  McGary's,  Ho- 
gan's,  Boiling  Springs,  and  St.  Asaph's  were  all  occasionally 
occupied  ;  and  the  former  was,  the  whole  winter  and  until 
June,  1776,  by  five  men,  with  forty  head  of  cattle,  when 
the  Indians  again  began  to  annoy  the  settlers  openly. 

There  is  another  material  error  Mr.  Hart  has  fallen  info, 
viz:  that  Boon,  immediately  after  his  arrival,  built  afore 
and  stockaded  it  in.  This  is  a  mistake,  not  only  as  to 
Boonsborough,  but  as  to  Harrodsbiirg  also.  Neither  of 
these  places  had  a  regular  stockade  fort  until  February  or 
March,  1776,  because  there  were  but  few  acts  of  hostility 
(except  stealing  horses)  perpetrated  in  the  year  1775  by  the 
Indians.  This  fact,  as  to  Boonsborough,  is  proved  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Thomas,  (a  daughter  of  Col.  Payne,  and  the  wi- 
dow of  Capt.  Jno.  Thomas,  the  first  surveyor  of  Mercer 
county,)  who  is  yet  alive  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  her 
mental  energies.  She  came  with  her  father  and  Col.  Cal- 
loway; the  last  of  September,  1775,  and  well  recollects  the 
situation  of  Boonsborough  at  that  time.  There  were  not 
more  than  four  or  five  houses  built  contiguous  to  each  other, 
and  Mr.  N.  Hart  had  built  his  house  some  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  others ;  and  in  this  condition  was  Boons- 
borough when  she  left,  in  February,  1776.  And  such  also 
was  the  condition  of  Harrodsburg  when  she  arrived  there. — 
When  McGary  and  the  families  who  came  with  him  arrived 
at  Harrodstown,  he  selected  a  hill,  on  the  west  border  of  the 
town  of  1774,  (where  the  old  square  was  laid  off  on  account 
of  a  spring  which  ran  out  immediately  below  a  rocky  blutf 
bank,)  for  a  fort.  Here  he  built  his  house,  and  also  one  for 
Denton.  Col.  Harrod  also  built  one,  and  three  others  ;  but 
one  family  lived  in  one  of  the  cabins  built  in  1774,  about 
three  hundred  yards  east  of  McGary's  and  Harrod's  estab- 
lishments. In  this  condition  Mrs.  Thomas  found  the  place 
in  February,  1776  ;  but  it  was  stockaded  shortly  afterwards, 
as  Gen.  James  Ray,  on  the  fifih  of  ATarch  afterwards,  was 
driven  from  Shawnee  springs  by  tl;e  Indians,  who  killed  his 

brother  and  took  another  man ^ prisoner.     The  men 

worked  nearly  all  that  night,  putting  up  pickets,  and  on  the 
next  day  the  Indians  attacked  the  town,  barely  giving  time 
to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hugh  Wilson  to  escape  to  the 
fort.  They  soon  after  set  fire  and  burnt  the  cabins  built  in 
1774.  The  Indians  were  repulsed,  after  hovering  round  for 
two  days. 

Mrs.  Thomas  also  affirms  that  the  first  child  born  in  Ken- 
tucky was  born  at  Harrodsburg,  and  was  called  Harrod 
Wilson.  Thus  I  have  given  a  detailed  account  of  the  set- 
tlements at  Harrodsburg  and  in  its  vicinity,  which,  with 
Boon's  own  letter  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Hart,  shows  that 
Harrodsburg  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  priority  of  settlement. 
Although  it  is  conceded  that  Mrs.  Boon  and  her  daughters 
were  the  first  white  females  who  stood  upon  the  banks  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mrs.  McGary,  Denton,  and  Hogan  the  first 
white  women  on  Salt  river,  what  gave  Boonsborough  noto- 
riety was  the  fame  of  Col.  iioon,  and  Henderson's  making 
it  his  head-quarters  in  177-').  Yet  soon  after,  in  the  spring 
of  1776,  we  find  the  latter  at  Harrodsburg  with  his  land- 
office,  as  shown  by  Mr.  Hart  himself;  and  after  the  siege  of 
Boonsborough,  in  1778,  you  scarcely  hear  mufh  mare  of 
that  place,  as  it  sank  into  obscurity,  being  inconvenient  in 
location  and  out  of  the  way  for  general  resort.  The  com- 
missioners who  granted  settlement  and  pre-emption  claims 
met  in  October,  1779,  at  Harrodsburg,  which  was  for  many 
years  afterwards  a  place  of  general  rendezvous. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  which  has  given  to 
many  an  idea  that  Boonsborough  was  the  first  settled  place, 
which  is,  that  everything  connected  with  Boon  and  Hender- 
son has  been  long  since  published  by  historical  writers,  while 
the  scenes  around  Harrodsburg  have  been  permitted  to  live 
and  die  with  the  ea;ly  adventurers,  except  so  far  as  I  have 
preserved  them  from  the  mouth  of  James  McAfee,  General 
Ray,  Capt.  Chapline,  and  Capt.  David  Williams,  with  whose 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[JULT, 


brother  I  had  a  lon^  and  expensive  lawsuit  which  made  it 
necessary  for  me  to  inquire  into  the  dates  of  all  the  early 
settlements  at  and  near  Harrodsburg.  The  many  deposi- 
tions taken  durinj;  the  progress  of  this  suit,  aside  from  the 
notes  of  historical  events  of  those  days  vvhich  I  could  give, 
prove  nearly  everything  I  have  stated  on  oath.  1  shall  pro- 
bably extend  the  sketches  of  events,  in  another  number,  to 
a  few  years  later,  but  enough  is  now  given  to  settle  the 
question  of  priority  of  the  settlement  in  the  interior. 

Louisville  may  set  up  some  claims,  as  Captain  Bullitt  was 
there  in  1773,  say  June  12th,  and  it  became  a  principal 
point  of  landing  ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  house  was 
built  or  permanent  settlement  made  there  until  after,  or  late 
in  the  year  of  1  775,  on  account  of  its  contiguity  to  the  In- 
dian country.  But  of  this  I  will  not  speak,  as  my  inquirifs 
have  not  extended  to  that  place.  ,  It,  however,  became  a 
place  of  great  resort  soon  after  1775. 

As  some  curiosity  has  been  excited  as  to  the  time  Col. 
Ben.  Logan  came  to  Kentucky,  I  have  made  some  inquiry ; 
and  my  information,  is  that  he  came  out  in  company  with 
others,  late  in  the  fall  of  1775,  and  marked  and  improved  a 
place  called  St.  Asaph's,  near  Stanford;  that  he  returned  to 
Holstin,  or  Clinch,  and  married,  and  moved  to  Kentucky 
in  the  spring  of  1776,  stopping  a  short  time  at  St.  Asaph's, 
but  soon  after  moved  his  wife  to  Harrodsburg,  where  they 
remained  that  year,  and  then  went  back  to  St.  Asaph's  the 
fall  of  1776,  or  spring  of  1777.  But  of  this  I  cannot  speak 
as  I  can  of  my  own  family  and  relations. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

EOB'T.  B.  McAFEE. 

P.  S.  It  may  be  necessary  to  notice  the  dispersion  of 
Harrod's  company  in  July,  1774,  after  Jared  Cowans  was 
killed  at  Fontaine  Bleu,  in  order  to  account  for  Jacob  San- 
dusky's descending  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  New 
Orleans.  When  Cowan  was  fired  on,  he  was  drying  some 
papers  in  the  sun.  He  had  Sandusky  and  three  others  in 
company  with  him.  Cowan  vvas  killed  on  the  spot.  San- 
dusky and  two  of  the  men  escaped,  and  took  the  woods  for 
Louisville,  not  knowing  but  all  the  others  had  been  killed. 
The  other  man  fled  to  Harrodsburg,  and  gave  the  alarm.— 
Col.  Harrod,  Capt.  Chapline,  and  a  large  party  went  down 
to  see  what  had  been  done,  and  found  Cowan,  and  buried 
him.  His  papers  had  been  scattered  about.  They  then  re- 
turned to  Harrodsburg,  and  collected  their  company  together, 
as  some  were  out  hunting  and  making  improvements,  and 
then  returned  to  their  homes  by  the  Cumberland  gap,  while 
Sandusky  and  his  companions  made  the  best  of  their  way 
to  New  Orleans.  K.  B.  M. 


Credit  and  Resources  of  ]¥cw  Yorlt. 

We  think  it  important  to  keep  the  facts  and  figures  upon 
this  subject  before  the  people,  so  that  they  may  understand 
their  true  position.  We  are  indebted  to  the  Albany  Argus  ' 
for  a  condensed  statement  of  our  financial  condition  for  a 
series  of  years,  which  shows  how  little  we  have  to  encourage 
us  to  proceed  swelling  our  State  debt  to  forty  or  fifty  mil- 
lions, with  a  hope  of  paying  the  interest  by  any  other  means 
than  direct  taxation. 

In  the  following  statement  all  the  ordinary  receipts  and 
expenditures  on  account  of  all  the  finished  canals,  as  well 
as  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, are  brought  together,  and  the  surplus  remaining  after 
paying  all  demands,  is  shown  in  a  separate  column.  This 
table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  total  amount  of  all  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  State  Treasury  : 


In  1840,  instead  of  a  surplus,  there  is  a  deficit  of  $42,- 
483.  And  this  statement  does  not  include  §54,000  borrowed 
to  repair  the  Chemung  Canal. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  statement,  that  while  the 
revenues  have  increased  from  §1,665,000  in  1833,  to  §2,- 
063,000  in  1840,  the  expenditures  have  increased  from 
§1,155,000  in  1833  to  §2,105,667  in  1840.  And  conse- 
quently the  surplus,  which  in  1833  was  more  than  half  a 
million,  has  been  entirely  used  up  in  1840  by  the  increased 
expenditures. — [N.  Y.  Sun. 


Pi'oj^Iaccy  FuSHilcd. 

We  stated  in  our  paper  yesterday  that  Professor  Espy 
promised  us  a  small  shower  in  the  afternoon.  Our  readers 
are  aware  that  his  prediction  was  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  and 
the  shower  was  not  very  small  either.  When  we  wrote 
down  his  prediction,  which  we  did  immediately  after  he  told 
it  to  us,  the  sky  was  cloudless,  and  there  was  no  appearance 
of  rain,  but  in  two  hours  afterwards,  it  poured  down  in  tor- 
rents. We  have  not  seen  such  a  deluge  of  rain  fall  in  the 
same  space  of  time  for  many  years.  It  was  accompanied 
with  vivid  lightning  and  heavy  thunder.  We  learn  from 
the  Courier  that  the  Unitarian  meeting-house  in  jMedford 
was  struck  by  the  lightning  and  slightly  damaged.  About 
six  o'clock  there  was  a  violent  hail  storm,  which  lasted,  how- 
ever, but  a  few  minutes,  but  the  hail  stones  were  by  far  the 
largest  we  ever  saw.  We  measured  one  which  fell  in  front 
of  our  office,  and  found  it  two  inches  and  a  quarter  in  length 
and  one  inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter.  Fortunately  it  was 
calm  at  the  time,  otherwise  much  damage  would  have  been 
done. 

During  the  shower  a  fish,  called  a  squid,  fell  from  the 
clouds  on  the  Tremont  road,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  be- 
yond the  railroad  crossing.  Mr.  Seaver,  who  does  business 
in  Hanover  street  was  riding  out  of  town  in  a  chaise  at  the 
same  time,  saw  it  fall,  stopped  and  picked  it  up.  It  was 
then  alive.  It  measures  nine  inches  in  length.  It  is  at 
Carter  &  Wilson's  apothecaries'  store,  corner  of  Hanover 
and  Portland  streets,  where  we  saw  it  this  morning. 

At  Salem,  as  we  learn  from  the  Register,  the  storm  was 
very  severe. 

A  gentleman  from  Wenham  informs  us,  says  the  Regis- 
ter, that  the  storm  was  very  severe  in  that  quarter,  and  that 
great  damage  was  done  to  vegetation.  A  great  quantity  of 
hail  fell,  which  lay  in  drifts  after  the  storm  was  over.  Some 
of  the  hail  stones  were  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter.  The 
wind  was  extremely  violent,  and  many  barns  were  blown 
down — our  informant  heard  of  ten,  before  he  left.  Large 
trees  of  all  descriptions  were  torn  up  by  the  roots ;  and  the 
storm  is  represented  as  the  most  destructive  that  has  been 
experienced  in  that  quarter  for  many  years.  In  the  house 
occupied  by  our  informant,  225  panes  of  glass  were  broken 
— and  in  5  of  his  windows  not  a  pane  was  left.  Many  other 
houses  in  Wenham  and  vicinity  have  suffered  in  the  same 
manner. 
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1R33 
1831. 
1835 
183B 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1640 


Revenue. 

§1,665,785 
l,641,!.3l 
1,680.050 
1,848,098 
1,744,210 
1,787,716 
2,091,759 
2,068,184 


Expenditures. 
$1,155,973 
1,234,663 
1,210,919 
1,227,533 
1,306,335 
1,481,040 
1,742,096 
2,105,667 


Surplus. 

§509,812 
406,571 
469,131 
620,560 
437,875 
306,676 
349,663 


Early  Law  of  J>Ias8aclinsctts« 

I  vvas  amused  in  looking  over  some  of  the  old  laws  of 
Massachusetts  in  vogue  in  1741.  Their  manner  of  choosing 
officers  by  ballot  was  ludicrous  indeed.     Here  is  the  law. 

"  It  is  ordered  by  this  court,  and  the  authority  thereof, 
that  for  the  yearly  choosing  of  Assistants,  the  Freemen  shall 
use  Indian  corn  and  beans.  The  Indian  corn  to  manifest 
election,  the  beans  contrary.  And  if  any  Freeman  shall  put 
in  more  than  one  Indian  corn  or  bean,  for  the  choice  or  re- 
fusal of  any  public  officer,  he  shall  forfeit,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, ten  pounds." 


Appointment  by  the  President, 

By  and  -with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Brigadier  General  Winfield  Scott,  Major  General  by  Bre- 
vet, to  be  Major  General,  June  25,  vice  Major  General  Alex- 
ander Macomb,  deceased. 


1841.] 
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Officers  of  tJie  United  States. 

Messrs  Editors: — I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  hand  you 
the  following  list  of  principal  officers  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  from  its  commencement  under  the  Con- 
stitution, until  the  present  time,  which  as  a  document  for 
reference  may  be  found  useful.  J.  H.  R. 

Presiderits. 
1789 — George  Washington,  of  Virginia. 
1797 — John  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 
1801 — Thomas  Jefferson,  of  Virginia. 
1809 — James  Madison,  of  Virginia. 
1817 — James  Monroe,  of  Virginia. 
1825 — John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 
1829 — Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 
1837— Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York. 
1841 — William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio. 
1811 — John  Tyler,  of  Virginia. 

Vice  Presidents. 

1789 — John  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 
1797 — Thomas  Jefi'erson,  of  Virginia. 
1801 — Aaron  Burr,  of  New  York. 
1805 — George  Clinton,  of  New  York. 
1813 — Elbridge  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts. 
1817— D.  D.  Tompkins,  of  New  York. 
1825— John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carohna. 
1833 — Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York. 
1837 — Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 
1841 — John  Tyler,  of  Virginia. 

1841 — Samuel  L.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey,  President 
of  the  Senate  and  acting  Vice  President. 

Secretaries  of  State. 

1789 — Thomas  Jefferson,  of  Virginia. 

1794 — Edmund  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 

1795 — Timothy  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts. 

1800 — John  Marshall,  of  Virginia. 

1801 — James  Madison,  of  Virginia. 

1809— Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

1811 — James  Monroe,  of  Virginia. 

1817 — John  Qiiincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts. 

1825 — Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

1829— Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York. 

1831 — Edward  Livingston,  of  Louisiana. 

1 833 — Louis  McLane,  of  Delaware. 

1835— John  Forsyth,  of  Georgia. 

1841 — Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts. 

Secretaries  of  the  Treasury. 
1789 — Alexander  Hamilton,  of  New  York. 
1795 — Oliver  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut. 
1801 — Samuel  Dexter,  of  Massachusetts. 
1802— Albert  Gallatin,  of  New  York. 
1814 — George  W.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee. 
1814 — Alexander  J.  Dallas,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1817— William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 
1825 — Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1829 — Samuel  D.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1831 — Jjouis  McLane,  of  Delaware. 
1833 — William  J.  Duane,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1833— Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Maryland. 
1834 — Levi  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire. 
1841— Thomas  Ewing  of  Ohio. 

Secretaries  of  War. 
1786 — Henry  Knox,  of  Massachusetts. 
1795 — Timothy  Pickering,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1795 — James  McHenry,  of  Maryland. 
1800 — Samuel  Dexter,  of  Massachusetts. 
1801 — Roger  Griswold,  of  Connecticut. 
1801 — Henry  Dearborn,  of  Massachusetts. 
1809 — William  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts. 
1813 — John  Armstrong,  of  New  York. 
1815 — William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 
1817 — Isaac  Shelby,  of  Kentucky,  (did  not  accept  the 

appointment.) 
1817— John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina. 


1825 — James  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 
1828— Peter  B.  Porter,  of  New  York. 
1829 — John  H.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee 
1831 — Lewis  Cass,  of  Ohio. 
1837 — Joel  R.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina. 
1841 — John  Bell,  of  Tennessee. 

Secretaries  of  the  JVavy. 

1789     George  Cabot,  of  Massachusetts. 
1798 — Benjamin  Stoddart,  of  Maryland. 
1802 — Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland. 
1805 — Jacob  Crowninshield,  of  Massachusetts. 
1809 — Paul  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina. 
1813 — William  Jones,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1814 — Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield,  of  Massachusetts. 
1818— Smith  Thompson,  of  New  York. 
1823  —  Samuel  L.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey. 
1829 — Jno.  Branch  of  North  Carolina. 
1831 — Levi  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire. 
1834 — Mahlon  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey. 
'1338- J.  K.  Paulding,  of  New  York. 
1841 — George  E.  Badger,  of  North  Carolina. 

Post  JSlasters  General. 
1789 — Samuel  Osgood,  of  Massachusetts. 
1794 — Timothy  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts. 
1795 — Joseph  Habersham,  of  Georgia. 
1802 — Gideon  Granger,  of  Connecticut. 
1814 — Return  J.  Meigs,  jr.  of  Ohio. 
1823— John  McLean,  of  Ohio. 
1829— William  T.  Barry,  of  Kentucky. 
1835 — Amos  Kendall,  of  Kentucky. 
1840— John  M.  Niles,  of  Connecticut. 
1841 — Francis  Granger,  of  New  York. 

Chief  Justices  if  the  Supreme  Court. 

1789- John  Jay,  of  New  York. 
1796 — William  Gushing,  of  Massachusetts. 
1796  — Oliver  Elsworth,  of  Connecticut. 
1800 — John  Jay,  of  New  York. 
1801 — John  Marshall,  of  A^irginia. 
1833— Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Maryland. 
Attorney  Generals. 

1789 — Edmund  Randolph,  of  Virginia. 
1794 — \\  illiam  Bradford,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1795 — Charles  Lee,  of  Virginia. 
1801  —  Levi  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts. 
1805 — Robert  Smith,  of  Maryland. 
1806 — John  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky. 
1807 — Caesar  A.  Rodney,  of  Delaware. 
1811 — William  Pinckney,  of  Maryland. 
1814 — Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1817 — William  Wirt,  of  Virginia. 
1829 — John  McPherson  Berrien,  of  Georgia. 
1831 — Roger  B.  Tanev,  of  Maryland. 
1834_B.  F.  Butler,  of  New  York. 
1838 — Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee. 
1839 — H.  D.  Gilpin,  of  Pennsylvania. 
1841 — John  J.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky. 

[Baltimore  Suti. 


Expoi-ts  of  Mills  Point. 

We  have  just  received  the  first  number  of  the  Commercial 
Herald,  a  paper  printed  at  Mills  Point,  a  new  town  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  considerable  trade  is  already  carried  on,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following  list  of  exports  during  the  last  seven 
months : — 

1,070  hogsheads  Tobacco, 

240  bales  Cotton, 
4,875  sacks  Corn, 
216  barrels  Flour, 
39  bales  Deer  skins, 
180  barrels  Beef, 
394  barrels  Pork, 

51  hogsheads  Bacon, 
310  kegs  Lard, 
125,000  pounds  bulk  Pork. 
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(Tables  Continued  from  page  410,  Vol.  IV.) 

Table  of  the  highest  mid  lowest  rates  of  foreign  exchange,  and  specie,  at  Philadelphia,  in  each  year,  from  May  1825, 

to  December,  1830. 


Foreign  Exchange  and  Specie. 

1825. 

1826. ' 

1827. 

4^  a          11     p. 
fr.  5   12i  a     5  32 

39     a         42     c. 
34     a         36^  c. 

2     a           3     p. 

$4  80     a     5  on 
15  50     a  15  80 

7a          13     p. 
fr.  5    17A  a     5  45 

39     a         41      c. 
35     a         36     c. 

3     a           4     p. 

10     a         Hi  p. 
fr.  5   12^  a     5   25 

40"  a         41     c. 

"       Paris 

A  mpripnn  oTilfJ            ........•>•■•> 

4     a           5     p. 

$4  80     a     4  85 

5  00 

15  50     a   16  25 

15  20     a  15  40 

par     a            1     p. 

fxiiinpfm      .. *•• 

$4  85     a     5  00 
15  50     a  15  70 
15   10     a   15  20 
par     a             ^  p. 
20     c. 
18     c. 

Srianish  fldiihlnon*?  ....•..•■■•••> 

Snani^h  Hollars  .............•■•• 

par     a           2     p. 

TaMc  Conlineied. 


Foreign  Exchange  and  Specie. 


Bills  on  London  . . . 

«       Paris 

"  Amsterdam 
"       Hamburg. . 

American  gold 

Sovereigns 

Guineas 

Spanish  doubloons  . 

Patriot  doubloons  . . 

Spanish  dollars  . . . . 

Head  pistareens. . . . 

Old  pistareens 


1828. 


n 

a 

Hi 

P- 

fr. 

5 

10 

a 

5 

17i 

40 

a 

42  i 

c. 

5 

$4  75 

15  40 

15   15 

par 


6 

4  80 

5  00 
16  25 
15  40 


2  p. 


1829. 


fr. 

5 

82 
15 

a 
a 

5 

10 
30 

P- 

39i 

a 

41 

c. 

3J 

$4  75" 

5  00 

15  40 

15   15 

par 


5 

80 


a  16  25 
a  15  30 


2   p. 


1830. 


6 

a 

9.^ 

P- 

fr. 

o 

22^ 

a 

5 

42;^ 

38^ 

a 

40 

c. 

2 

$4  64 

4  85 

15   10 

15  00 

par 

20 

16 


4i 
80 
00 


15  90 
15  35 

2l' 
18 


P- 
c. 

c. 


Table  of  the  highest  and  lowest  rates  of  foreign  exchange,  mid  of  specie,  at  Philadelphia,  in  each  year,  from  Janu- 
ary, 18il,  to  December,  1833. 


Bills  of  Exchange  and  Specie. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

6     a         10|  p. 
fr.  5  07     a     5  28 

39     a         41     c. 

7     a         11     p. 
fr.  5  20     a     5  40 

39     a         4U  c. 
35     a         36     c. 
76i  a         80     c- 
3     a           6     p. 
$4  65     a     4  85 
4  90     a     5  00 
15  90     a   16  50 
15  20     a   15  60 

3     a           5     p. 
$4  35     a    4  45 
3  75     a     3  83 

2  15     a     2  25 

3  85     a     3  95 
3  75     a     3  85 

i  a            1      p. 
20^  a         21     c. 
17     a         18     c. 
$1   08     a     1   09 
.50i  a         51     c. 
93^  a         94     c. 
$1   04     a     1   05 

2^  p. 

5     a           9     p. 
fr.  5  30     a     5  50 

39^  a         41     c. 
34     a         35     c. 
76     a         78     c. 
2^  a           4     p. 
$4  60     a     4  80 
4  82     a     5  00 
16   10     a   17  00 
15  20     a   15  80 

i  a           3     p. 
$4  30     a     4  40 
3  70     a     3  80 

2  15     a     2  25 

3  80     a     3  95 
3  70     a     3  80 

i  a           Up. 

20     a         21     c. 

17  a  17^  c. 
$1  08     a     1   09 

50     a         51     c. 

93  a  94  c. 
$1  03     a     1   05 

20     a         22  cts. 

per  shilling. 

"       Paris 

**        Amsterdam 

"        Hamburer 

**        Bremen 

American  (?old •..• 

2     a           6i  p. 

$4  67     a     4  86 

4  85     a     5  06 

15  30     a   16  00 

15  00     a  15  60 

—     a           5     p. 
$4  30     a     4  45 
3  75     a     3  83 

2  12     a     2  25 

3  85     a     3  95 
3  80     a     3  85 

par     a           1     P- 

20     a         21     c. 

16     a         18     c. 
$1  08     a     1   10 

50i  a         51     c. 

93     a         94i  c. 
$1  04     a     1  05 
par     a           2     p. 

Sovereiorns •• 

Guineas 

Snanish  doubloons 

Patriot  doubloons 

Porluffuese  pold 

TiOiii^  d'ors 

Nanoleons 

Ducats 

Ten  cruilders 

Frederirk  d'ors. 

Soanish  dollars 

Head  oistareens 

Old  nistareens 

French  crowns 

French  half  crowns 

Five  franc  pieces 

Dutch  crowns 

English  silver 

1841.] 


RATES  OF  EXCHANGE,  BANK  NOTES  AND  SPECIE  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 


23 


Table  of  the  highest  and  loioest  rates  of  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  and  of  specie,  at  Philadelphia,  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1834,  to  Jipril  28,  183S. 


Bills  of  Exchange  and  Specie 


Bills  on  London 

Paris 

"       Amsterdam 

"       Hamburg 

"       Bremen 

"       Boston 

"       New  York 

"       Baltimore 

"       Richmond 

"       North  Carolina. . . . 

"       Charleston 

"       Savannah  

"       Mobile 

"       New  Orleans 

American  gold 

do.  (new  coinage) 

Sovereigns 

Guineas 

Doubloons,  Spanish 

do.  Patriot 

Portuguese  gold 

Dollars,  Spanish 

do.      Mexican 

American  half  dollars 

French  crowns 

Five-franc  pieces 

Dutch  crowns 

Treasury  notes 


1834. 


2da 
f.5  30    a 
38    a 
33^  a 


8    p 
5  65 
39ic 
35    c 


7ia 

f5  20    a 

38    a 

34    a 

77    a 


par  a 
ia 

id 
—    d 

ia 

*a 
2^  a 

1  d 
—   d 

Ua 

2    d 

2    a 

—    d 

1    a 
5  a 


6 


$4  50 

4  65 

15  40 

15  25 

2 


par  a 


4  85 

5  (18 
16  75 
15  55 

6A 
3 


93    a       93^0 


1835. 


10 
5  45 
40|c 
35  J  c 
79    c 


par 
par 
par   a 


id 
Jd 


7  a       10^ 

f5  22  a   5  35 

39  a       41 

35  a 

78  a 

par  a 

par 

par  a 


|d 
1  d 
1  d 
6    p 


1836. 


1837. 


36 

80i 


p  7  a 
f.4  80  a 
40  a 
35ia 
79ia 
par  a 
Ida 


^a 


21 

5  32 

45 

47 
87 


1 


|a 
la 


1 

1 

6 

par 

$4  84 

5  03 

15  90 


a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a  17  00 


3 

n 

n 
1 

7 

1 
90 
OS 


-    d 


1    a 


3    d 


6    a 
1    a 
par 


2ia 

Ua 

S^a 

2^  a 

6    a 

ia 

$4  84    a 

5  03 

16  20 

15  70 

6 

1 

par 

par 


93 


94   c 


93 


5 
3 

3^ 

5 

18 

12 

5  60 

5  65 

18  25 

17  50 

18 

13 

13 

12 

$114 

1  05 

1  13 


1838, 


8    a 
f.5  15    a 
40    a 
a 
a 
-    a 
Ha 
^a 
l^a 


3.5i 
89 


12    p 

5  35 

4Iic 

37    c 

8Hc 

2    p 

3ip 

Ud 

4   d 


2 

2 

6 

3 

7 

3,' 

§4  95' 

5  10 

16  50 

15  90 

12 

4 

4 

3 

00 


ia 
a 
a 
a 


n^ 


10  d 
18    d 

9    d 

11  p 
a  51  p 
a  5  15 
a  518 
a  17  37 
a  16  40 

13 

7 

7 

6 

$109 

I      98 

$107 


A  table  shoving  the  highest  and  loxoest  prices  of  bank  notes  at  Philadelphia,  from  January,  1838,  to  December,  1840. 


Banks  of 


Maine 

New  Hampshire. . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts .... 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York  city. . . 
New  York  country 

Philadelphia 

Other  Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Delaware 

Ba'timorc 

Other  Maryland. . 
Dis.  of  Columbia. 
Virginia 


1838. 


2|  d  a  par 
2^  d  a  par 
2|  d  a  par 
2^  d  a  par 
2^  d  a  par 
I5  d  a  par 
3    p  a  par 
3    p  a  par 
standard. 
3    d  a  par 
2^  d  a  par 
par. 
i     al^c 
i     a3    c 
#     a2    I 
i     a3ic 


1839. 


Ida 

Ida 

Ida 

Ida 

Ida 

|d  a 
par    a 

Ida 

standard, 
par    a    3 
1    d  a    6 


par. 
da 

a 
d  a 

a 


par 
2    d 
par 
4    d 


1840. 


"4 

2 
2 

2 
2 
2 

2^ 
1 


o 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
7 
5 


standard, 
par  a    3    d 
par  a    5    p 

par. 
par  alp 

5  d  a    par 

1  da      |p 

2  d  a    par 


Banks  of 


Western  Virginia 
North  Carolina . . 
South  Carolina  . . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Tennessee 

Kentucky  

Missouri 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Canada 


1838. 


a  4 
a  5 
a  10 
a  10 
no  sale, 
a  20 
a  12i 
a  30 
a  20 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a  20 

a  10 


03 
10 

7 

7 

H 


1839. 


li  a  5 
I       a    6 

1  a  7 
2J     alO 

no  sale. 

2  a  15 
par  a  7 
5  a  15 
4 


H 
4 

H 

5 


a  15 
a5i 
a  6 
a  6i 
a  H 
a  6 
a  10 
a  10 


1840. 


a    3 

a    3 

da    3 


no  sale. 
2       a  10 
ipalO 


3 
5 
3 
3 

H 
10 

2 


a  80 
a  10 
a  5 
6 
6 
6 
5 
a  18 
a  10 


The  New  York  and  Natchez  banks  suspended  specie  payments  on  the  llth  of  May,  1837,  and,  as  fast  as  the  news 
spread   east,  west,  north  and  south,  the  other  banks  suspended  also. 

In  May,  1838,  the  New  York  banks  resumed  specie  payments;  and  the  New  England  banks  immediately  imitated 
their  example.  In  August,  1838,  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  professed  to  resume  specie  payments;  and  by  the  1st  of 
January,  1839,  there  was  at  least  a  nominal  resumption  of  specie  payments  throughout  the  union. 

On  "the  9th  of  October,  1839,  the  banks  of  Philadelphia  again  suspended  specie  payments;  and  their  example  was 
quickly  followed  by  the  banks  to  the  South  and  West,  (with  the  exception  of  Missouri,)  and  also  by  the  banks  of  West 
Jersey  and  Rhode  Island.  The  banks  of  Rhode  Island  soon  resumed  specie  payments.  The  banks  of  Ohio  professed  to 
do  the  same.  The  Charleston  S.  C.  banks  resumed  in  July,  1840,  All  the  other  banks  to  the  South  and  West  of  New 
York,  (with  the  exception  of  the  banks  of  East  Jersey,  and  a  few  others  scattered  in  diflerent  places,  continued  to  refuse 
payment  of  specie  on  demand,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  period  embraced  in  this  table. 

The  banks  of  New  York  and  New  England,  generally,  have  continued  to  pay  specie  from  May,  1838,  up  to  the.  close 
of  the  period  embraced  in  this  table. 

This  table  and  the  preceding  ones  may  be  said  to  give,  generally  the  prices  of  the  best  paper  of  the  best  banks  in  each 
State  and  Territory. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  RAI.EIGH  AND  GASTON  R.  R.  COMPANY. 


[July, 


FIf ISi  AEisaaial  Report 

Of  the  Ilaleigh  and  Gaston  liailroad  Company. 

The  Board  of  Directors  on  presenting  their  report  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  had  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to 
the  stocliholders  the  compUnion  of  the  important  workcom- 
niilted  to  their  charge.  This  was  true,  in  regard  to  the  line 
of  road  itself,  but  many  of  the  appendages  and  necessary  fix- 
tures were  then  unfinished.  The  smith-shop,  ware-house, 
offices,  &c.,  at  the  Kalelgli  depot,  are  yet  hut  partially  com- 
pleted ;  and,  in  some  respects,  the  original  design  of  the 
improvements  at  this  point  has  been  for  the  present  aban- 
doned. The  embarrassments  of  the  company,  and  the  total 
want  of  means  applicable  with  propriety  to  such  a  purpose, 
induced  the  Board  to  prosecute  these  improvements  no  fur- 
ther than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  the  buildings, 
and  to  fit  them  in  some  degree  for  their  intended  objects. — 
Some  sliglit  improvements,  however,  have  been  made  on  the 
road  within  the  last  fiscal  year.  A  water  station  at  the  iiead 
of  the  Gaston  plane,  and  a  turn  out  at  Stanton's,  have  been 
constructed,  both  of  which  were  rendered  necessary  to  the 
successful  operations  on  the  road,  particularly  under  the 
existing  arrangeinent  for  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  Mail.  The  first  to  afford  a  supply  of  water  to  the 
engines,  after  ascending  a  heavy  grade  of  three  miles  ;  and 
the  latter,  to  aflbrd  the  means  for  the  upward  and  downward 
mall  trains  to  pass  each  other  at  the  proper  meeting  point, 
without  any  delay.  In  addition  to  these,  several  small  but 
substantial  buddings  have  been  put  up  on  the  road,  at  con- 
venient points  for  the  accommodation  of  the  overseers  and 
hands  employed  on  the  road,  and  for  the  residence  of  bridge 
watchers,  one  of  whom  is  Stationed  at  each  of  the  bridges 
across  Neuse  and  Tar  rivers,  and  Cedar  creek,  and  whose 
duty  it  is  to  pass  over  their  respective  bridges  immediately 
after  the  crossing  of  every  train,  to  extinguish  the  sparks  or 
coals  that  may  have  fallen  upon  them.  These  men,  being 
also  engaged  in  mechanical  employments,  are  obtained  at 
\ery  low  wages,  and  the  buildings  which  they  occupy,  as 
well  as  those  erected  for  the  use  of  overseers  and  hands,  have 
been  constructed  out  of  the  refuse  railing  upon  the  line, 
at  a  very  triHing  cost  to  the  company.  Several  hands  are 
now  employed  in  erecting  at  the  Raleigh  depot,  a  suitable 
carpenter's  shop,  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  of  our  own 
freight  cars,  which  we  hope  in  future  to  do  at  a  much  less 
exjjense  than  to  procure  them  from  abroad.  We  yet  need, 
however,  some  additional  machinery  in  the  workshop'  to 
enable  us  to  execute  fully  all  the  necessary  repairs  to  the 
engines,  some  of  which  for  tlie  want  of  this  machinery,  we 
are  now  compelled  to  have  done  elsewhere  at  an  increased 
expense. 

In  organizing  a  force  for  the  repairs  of  the  road  during  the 
year  1841,  and  in  arranging  the  superintendence  of  the  de- 
pots on  the  line,  the  strictest  regard  has  been  paid  to  econo- 
my, compatible  with  the  objects  to  be  attained.  In  some 
instances,  particularly  in  regard  to  those  depots  of  a  more 
unimportant  character,  a  considerable  saving  has  been  ef- 
fected by  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  agents,  and  by 
otherwise  placing  the  depots  upon  a  different  footing  from 
the  arrangemei:t  of  lust  year,  while  no  inconvenience  or  de- 
triment to  the  business  has  been  occasioned  tb.ereby.  'J'hc 
number  of  laborers  enijjloyed  on  the  road  the  present  year  is 
forty-nine,  being  thirty-six  less  than  were  employed  for  the 
year  1810.  And,  although  we  have  had  a  mo^t  unproju- 
tious  winter  and  spring  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair,  yet 
the  force  employed  has  been  found  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
except  at  a  few  jioints  where  tlic  nature  of  the  ground  is 
such  as  to  render  it  impossible  with  almost  any  amount  of 
force,  in  such  an  extraordinary  wet  season,  to  keep  the  cuts 
so  free  from  water  as  to  maintain  a  firm  foundation  for  the 
superstructure  of  the  road.  Tliese  places,  however,  have 
improved  rapidly  for  the  last  few  weeks,  and  with  a  continu- 
ation lor  a  short  period  of  the  efforts  of  the  overseers  with 
favorable  weather,  will  soon  be  in  their  usual  condition.  A 
different  plan  from  that  of  last  year  has  been  adopted  for 
provisioning  and  clothing  the  laborers  upon  the  road.  By 
that  arrangement,  the  owners  of  the  slaves  who  mostly  lived 


near  the  road  were  required  to  furnish  them  with  clothes 
and  provisions,  for  which,  including  their  services,  we  paid 
the  sum  of  $150  each  per  annum.  Experience  proved  that 
under  this  plan  much  lime  was  lost  by  the  hands  in  procur- 
ing their  provisions  and  clothes.  By  the  existing  mode,  we 
furnish  them  with  those  articles,  allotting  to  each  overseer, 
at  stated  periods,  a  specific  quantity,  and  making  him  re- 
sponsible for  the  faithful  and  jiroper  distribution  of  it.  As 
the  laborers  are  hired  the  present  year  at  prices  ranging  from 
$^0  to  §90,  and  the  price  of  provisions  and  materials  for 
clothing  are  lower  than  usual,  we  think  a  considerable  saving 
will  be  effected  by  the  change.  For  a  comparative  view  of 
the  expenses  paid  and  estimated,  of  the  years  1840  and 
1841,  we  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompanying  statement, 
marked  A. 

On  reference  to  the  tabular  statement  herewith  submitted, 
showing  the  amount  of  receipts  from  transportation  for  the 
years  1839-40  and  1840-41,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase 
of  the  latter  over  the  former  is  §17,528  94,  being  aboutSSj 
per  cent,  advance  upon  the  receipts  of  the  fiscal  year,  ending 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1840. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  for  the  fiscal 
year,  ending  1st  of  May,  1S41,  being §69,340  ir> 

The  expenses  of  transportation  for  same  pe- 
riod, paid  and  estimated,  are 38,0CO  00 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures, $3 1 ,340  15 


This  excess  would  have  been  greatl}'  increased,  but  for 
the  almost  total  failure  of  the  cotton  and  wheat  crops  of  last 
year,  as  we  could  have  done  a   much   larger  transportation 
with  the  same  force,  and  without  any  increase  of  expendi- 
ture.    This   exhibit,  though   not  as  flattering  as  we  could 
wish,  is  nevertheless,  far  from  being  discouraging.     For,  al- 
though the  amount  of  receipts  is  small,  compared  with  some 
other  roads  of  older  date  and  more  commercial  locations,  yet 
I  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  expenses  are   also  small,  and 
I  bear  a  less  proportion  to  the  amount  of  receipts  than  any 
\  other  road  of  similar  construction  and  length,  the  reports  of 
,  which  we  have  had  an  o})portunity  to  examine.     This  fact, 
1  we  believe,  is  to  be  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  su- 
j  periority  of  the  engines  used  on  the  load,  and  the  care  and 
I  vigilance  observed  liy  the  sujierintendent  of  transportation  in 
^  their  management,  |>reservatlon  and  repair,  whereby  the  ex- 
I  penses  usually  incicient  to  this  department,  are  much  lessen- 
j  ed.     Indeed,  we  think  it  doiibtlul  whether  an  instance  can 
,  be  found  in  the  history  of  railroad  operations,  where  so  large 
an  amount  of  transportation  has  been  done  with  the  same 
number  of  engines,  at  so  s-mall  an  expense  for  repairs — the 
whole  during  the  year,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  §2,016  00. 
The  mode  of  conducting  our  transportation,  in  connexion 
with  the  Greensville  and  Petersburg  roads,  which  was  in  use 
at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  re[)oit,  still  continues  ;  no  per- 
manent arrangement  of  a  differeut  character  having  as  yet 
been  adoj)ted.     Indeed,  we  are  not  sure  that  any  other  plan 
would  work  better  than  the  one  now  used,  if  it  were  fairly 
and  in  good  fiiih  carried  nut.     The  ir.discriminnte  use   of 
the  freight  cars  of  the  difi'crent  companies  on  all  the  roads, 
with  a  distinct  understaudinp;  tliateach  shall  be  furnished  at 
all  times  with   its  due  proportion,  as  near  as  may  be,  will 
save  the  trouble,  expense  and  risk  of  the  transhipment  of 
produce  and  goods  at  Gaston,  and  will  also  tend  to  facilitate 
greatly  their  passage  both  ways.     There  are,  nevertheless, 
objections  on   our  j)art,  to   this  plan,  some  of  which  were 
pointed  out  in  the  last  annual  rejiort,  and  may  be  briefly  re- 
capitulated.    Our  road  and  cars  being  new,  there  is  less  lia- 
bility of  damage  and  loss,  either  to  cars,  goods  or  produce, 
in  passing  over   it,  than  over  one  which  has   been  several 
years   in   ojjeration.     Another  difficully   is  in  ascertaining 
with   certainly  in   case   of  goods  or  produce  being  lost  or 
damaged,  on  which  of  the  companies  the  responsibility  should 
rest,     'i'his,  however,  has  been  in  some  degree  obviated,  by 
our  stationing  an  agent  at  Gaston  ;  who,  in  conjunction  with 
the  agent  of  the  Petersburg  company,  examines  every  car 
when  passing  that  point,  compares  its  contents  with  the  bill 
of  lading,  and  certifies  the  result.     Another  jjlan  which  tends 
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greatly  to  the  protection  and  security  of  light  and  valuable 
packages,  is  the  introduction  of  box  cars — sseveral  of  which 
have  been  constructed  by  the  Petersburg  company,  and  are 
so  arranged  with  bars  and  locks,  as  to  make  it  almost  im- 
possible to  abstract  goods  from  them.  The  locks  are  all  of 
the  same  kind,  and  each  agent  at  the  depots  is  furnished 
with  a  key,  so  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  cars,  he  can  unlock 
them,  and  take  out  such  articles  as  arc  intended  for  his  de- 
pot, lock  them  again,  and  forward  them  to  the  next  desig- 
nated point. 

You  are  already  aware  that  the  successful  completion  of 
the  Road  was  accomplished,  in  some  degree,  by  the  great 
personal  exertions,  and  to  some  extent,  the  personal  respon- 
sibihty  of  those  then  charged  with  its  construction  and  man- 
agement—though not  without  the  imperative  necessity  of 
creating  a  heavy  debt  on  the  credit  of  the  Company.  To 
pay  this  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  the  operations 
on  the  road  unimpaired,  presented  a  question  of  the  deepest 
importance,  and  most  serious  concern  to  the  Board.  It  be- 
came apparent,  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  annual 
njeeting,  that  the  road  could  not  be  sustained  and  the  debt 
paid,  without  aid  from  some  quarter.  The  general  embar- 
rassments of  the  country,  precluded  all  hope  of  obtaining 
this  aid  from  the  Stockholders,  or  by  additional  subscriptions 
for  Stock.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  President 
Was  directed  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  Stockholders, 
on  the  15th  of  October  last.  At  this  meeting,  after  a  full 
discussion  of  the  question,  resolutions  were  adopted  author- 
izing and  requesting  the  board  of  Directors  to  apply  to  the 
ensuing  Legislature  of  the  State  for  aid  in  such  manner,  and 
071  such  terms  as  they  might  deem  most  expedient.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  authority  thus  given,  the  board,  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  sent  in  a  respectful  memorial 
to  that  body,  setting  forth  the  embarrassments  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  asking  aid  from  the  State,  by  an  additional  guar- 
antee of  the  Company's  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $300,()U0. 
Those  only,  who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  can  know 
anything  of  the  difHculties  which  beset  us  at  every  step  of 
our  progress  through  the  Legislature.  Finally,  however, 
we  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  passage  of  an  Act,  a  copv  of 
which  has  been  furnished  to  each  Stockholder,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  which,  though  rigorous  in  the  extreme  on  the 
('ompany,  have  since  been  complied  with.  We  regarded 
it  as  the  only  alternative  left  us,  whereby  we  might  be  en- 
abled to  pay  our  debts,  sustain  the  Road,  and  secure  those 
benefits  which  its  perpetuation  is  calculated  to  produce. — 
That  portion  of  the  Act  above  referred  to,  which  presented 
the  g.-eatest  difficulty  to  a  compliance  with  its  terms,  was 
the  provision  requiring  the  Stockholders,  or  other  solvent 
persons,  to  give  their  individual  bonds  to  the  State  for  the 
loan  of  $500,000  obtained  on  the  guarantee  of  the  State 
under  the  act  of  1838  '9.  Although  the  requirements  of 
the  act  have  been  fairly,  and  in  good  faith  complied  with;  yet, 
owing  to  the  limitation  of  the  period  to  four  months,  within 
which  it  was  required  to  be  done,  we  were  necessarily  obliged 
to  close  the  arrangement  in  such  a  way  as  will  preclude  the 
Company  from  the  use  of  a  part  of  the  new  guarantee  for 
some  time  to  come.  That  portion,  however,  which  can  now 
be  made  available,  will,  we  hope,  afford  substantial  relief  not 
only  to  the  Company,  but  to  many  of  our  creditors,  most  of 
whom  have  hitherto  been  exceedingly  indulgent  and  for- 
bearing. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  with  which  we 
have  had  to  contend,  and  the  unfounded  prejudices  which 
have  sprung  up  in  some  places  against  the  road,  we  can  see 
no  reason  for  despondency.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  that  when  the  present  embarrassments  of  the 
country  shall  have  passed  by,  followed  as  we  believe  they 
will  be,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  in  all  the  de- 
partments of  business,  the  road,  necessarily  partaking  of  the 
reviving  influences  of  that  prosperity,  must  become  perma- 
nently established,  and  its  usefulness  and  importance  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  It  is  known  to  most  of  you,  that 
when  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Road  was  originally  planned 
it  was  intended  to  form  one  of  the  links  in  the  great  chain 
of  inland  communication  from  North  to  South,  and  that  an 
extension  of  the  road  to  Columbia  in  South  Carolina,  was 
Vol.  v.— 4. 


at  the  succeeding  Session  of  the  Legi^lature  authorized,  and 
a  Charter  obtained  for  that  purpose.  The  great  revulsion 
in  tl'.e  business  operations  and  monetary  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, which  occurred  almost  immediately  after  the  granting 
of  tiie  Charter  for  the  Road  to  Columbia,  prevented  any  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  that  object  than  merely  to  secure  the 
Charter,  which  required  a  given  amount  of  the  stock  to  be 
subscribed  v/ithin  a  specified  time,  and  the  actual  commence- 
ment of  the  work.  The  vast  importance  of  this  road  is  now 
becoming  every  day  more  apparent.  The  lines  of  commu- 
nication by  railroad  and  steambont  between  Augusta,  in 
Georgia,  and  New  Orleans,  arc  rapidly  verging  toward  com- 
pletion. The  Road  now  constructing  between  Columbia  and 
Branchville,  on  the  Charle^;ton  and  Hamburg  Road,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  finished  the  present  summer.  When  these 
roads  are  completed  and  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
Road  shall  be  extended  to  the  Potomac,  the  whole  chain 
from  Boston  to  Ne"iv  Orleans  will  be  perfected,  except  that 
portion  between  Raleigh  and  Columbia,  a  distance  of  only 
two  hundred  miles,  —This  central  link,  which  is  necessary 
to  connect  the  two  ends  together,  and  thus  give  permanency 
and  increased  value  to  the  whole,  is  of  too  much  importance 
not  to  be  filled  up.  The  accommodation  of  the  travelling 
public  from  one  extreme  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  the  safe, 
certain  and  expeditious  transpoitation  of  the  United  States 
Mail,  the  immense  advantage  which  such  a  line  of  internal 
communication  between  North  and  South  would  be  to  the 
General  Government  for  the  speedy  transportation  of  troops 
in  time  of  war,  together  with  the  enhancement  of  the  value 
of  the  stock  in  all  the  Roads  forming  a  part  of  the  great  line, 
form  so  strong  a  combination  of  interests  in  its  favor  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  its  construction  at  no  distant  period. 

The  land  damages  in  the  County  of  Wake,  which  were 
unsettled  at  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  have  since, 
with  two  or  three  exceptions,  been  adjusted,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  them  paid.  Measures  have  also  been  taken 
for  the  assessment  of  the  remainder,  and  we  hope  in  a  short 
time  to  be  able  to  close  finally  this  hitherto  troublesome  and 
vexatious  question.  By  an  act  of  the  Ir.st  Legislature,  the 
Company  was  authorized  to  increase  the  rates  of  fare  for 
Passengers  on  the  road  to  ten  cents  per  mile,  which  is  about 
the  average  of  the  charges  on  the  main  stage  lines  in  the 
southern  States.  It  was  deemed  best,  however,  to  make  but 
a  very  slight  increase  on  former  rates,  and  an  average  of 
seven  cents  per  mile  was  fixed  upon.  This  increase,  though 
so  small  as  not  to  be  felt  by  the  traveller,  will,  nevertheless, 
add  considerably  to  the  annual  receipts. 

Statement  C,  is  a  transcript  from  the  Books,  showing  the 
general  condition  of  the  Company  on  the  1st  of  May,  1841, 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  debt  outstanding  against 
the  Company,  as  shown  in  this  account  has  been  reduced 
$  1 10,000,  by  payments  made  in  State  Bonds  since  the  Com- 
pany was  authorized  to  issue  them.  Paper,  marked  D,  ex- 
hibits the  amount  of  produce  sent  from,  and  merchandize  re- 
ceived at  the  various  Depots,  from  the  1st  May,  I8i0,  to  1st 
May,  1841. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Sam'l.  F.  Pattehson,  Pres't. 

Note. — For  the  Statements  mentioned  in  the  Report,  see 
the  two  following  pages. 


Scli-iyllcin  Comity  Irosi— and  Enterprise. 

A  boat  load  of  Cast  Iron  Pipes  for  the  New  York  Water 
Works,  was  shipped  a  few  dnys  since  from  the  foundry  of 
Mr.  Tobias  IVintersteen;  a  very  enterprising  and  industri- 
ous citizen  of  Port  Carbon.  These  pipes  are  eighteen  inch- 
es in  diameter,  and  weigh  upwards  of  'J300  lbs.  each.  Com- 
petent judges  pronounced  the  castings  to  be  equal  to  any 
work  of  that  description  they  had  ever  seen.  The  Iran  used 
is  exclusively  the  production  of  Schuylkill  county,  being  a 
mixture  of  Anthracite  with  Charcoal  Iron, 

JffJners'  Jo  urn  a/. 
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Statement  A,  Referred  to  in  Presidewt's  Keport. 

Comparative  estimate  of  the  Expenses  on  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad,  for  the  years  1840  and  1841. 


1 840. 


Agent 


00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Salaries  to  officers §4,800 

Depot  expenses,  af  Raleigh say     350 

"  "  Huntsville 500 

"  "  Forcslviile 550 

"  "  Franklin,  exclusive  of  hands     350 

"  "  Henderson 750 

"  "  Ridgway 650 

«  "   Warrenton 650 

"  Macon 550 

"  Littleton 650 

"  Gaston 300 

3  Engine  men  at  $60  each  per  month 2,160 

1  Engine  man  at  $50  " 600 

4  Overseers  on  Hne  at  $400  each 1,600 

2  Train  conductors  at  $30  each  per  month 720 

1  Machinist 624  00 

1  Blacksmith 624  00 

1         "  312  00 

3  "Colored at  $180...      540  00 

5  Colored  train  hands  and  firemen,  each  $180. . .      940  00 

1  White  «    180  O'J 

2  Carpenters,  at  §20  each  per  month 480  00 

1  Freight  train  captain  part  of  the  year 140  00 

85  Slave  laborers  on  the  road,  and  at  depots,  at 

$150 12,750  00 

Board  of  Engineers,  Train  Conductors  and  Fire- 
men, while  on  the  Road 765 

Oil  and  spikes 1,300 

Materials  for  shops  at  Raleigh 800 

60,000  feet  of  railing  and  dressing  do 4,050 

2,000  Cords  pine  wood at$l   25  2,500  00 

Postage,  stationery  and  contingencies say      250  00 

Losses .J say      500  00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


$41,935  00 


1841. 

Salaries  to  officers $4,800  00 

Depot  expenses  at  Raleigh say  400  00 

"  Huntsville 250  00 

"                  "  Forestville 550  00 

"                 "  Franklin,  including  hands. . .  600  00 
"                 "  Henderson,  exclusive  of 

han'-^.c..,-- 450  00 

«                 "  Ridgwpy o 650  00 

«                  "Warrenton 650  00 

"                 "  Macon 400  00 

«                  "  Littleton 550  00 

Agent                   "Gaston 300  00 

3  Engine  men,  at  $60  each  per  montn 2,1 60  00 

1  "         man  at  $50 600  00 

4  Overseers  on  line,  at  $400 1,600  00 

2  Train  conductors,  at  $30  each  per  month  ....  720  00 

1  Machinist 624  00 

1  Blacksmith 624  00 

1  "          360  00 

3  Colored  do at  510  00 

2  Colored  train  hands,  and  4  firemen 980  00 

49  Slave  laborers  on  line,  and  at  depots 4,658  00 

Feeding  and  clothing  46  hands,  say  at  $45  each  2,070  00 

2  Colored  and  1  white  carpenter  cutting  in  rails.  512  00 
Board  of  Engineers,  Train  Conductors,  Firemen, 

&c.  while  on  the  road 765  00 

Oil,  spikes  and  tools 1,700  00 

Materials  for  shops  in  Raleigh 1,000  00 

100,000  feet  of  railing  and  dressing 6,000  00 

2,000  cords  pine  wood at  $1    25  2,500  00 

Postage,  stationery  and  contingencies .say  250  00 

Losses 500  00 


Estimate  for  1840 $41,935  00 

"      1841 37,733  00 


$37,733  00 


Diflerence  in  favor  of  1841 $4,202  00 


Statement  B,  Referred  to  in  President's  Report. 

Statement  of  Receipts  on  the  Raleig'h  and  Gaston  Railroad,  for  1839-40  and  1840--41. 


1839  AND  1840. 

1840  AND   1841. 

Loss. 

Gain. 

Passengers. 

Freight. 

Total. 

Passengers. 

Freight. 

Total. 

May 

$763  92 

756  20 

809  22 

971   63 

1,331    18 

1,052  82 

1,094  22 

1,150  99 

961   98 

903  39 

1,733  48 

2,298  85 

$828  27 

416  25 

356  48 

336  61 

775  58 

1,637  28 

1,223  20 

2,880  99 

2,139  48 

3,015   19 

3,182  50 

3,761   79 

$1,592   19 
1,172  45 
1,165  70 
1,308  24 
2,106  76 
2,690   10 
2,317  42 
4,031   98 
3,101   38 
3,918  56 
4,916  04 
6,060  64 

$2,403  26 
2,349  74 
2,474  87 
2,243  29 
2,766  35 
3,250  79 
2,363  59 
2,014  72 
1,678  04 
1,508  91 
1,847   12 
2,120  24 

$3,597  28  '  $6,000  54 
2,453  94       4,803  68 
1  679   16       4  i?;4  n.^ 

3,198  13 
2,850  44 
2,227  14 
2,047  91 

731  72 
1,183  91 
1,059  60 

776  08 
1,265  09 

843  04 

311  90 
1,033  98 

.1  une 

July 

A  u"ust 

1^935  29 
1,513  31 
2.786  84 
2,803  75 
2,793  34 
2,088  43 
3,252  69 
3,380  82 
4,974  38 

4,178  54 
4,279  66 
6,037  63 
5,167  34 
4,808  06 
4,366  47 
4,761   60 
5,227  94 
7,094  62 

September 

October 

November 

December '. . 

January  

February 

March 

April 

$13,827  88 
3,385  00 

$20,553  68 
5,683  66 
Mail  pay 

$34,381   46 
8,968  66 
8,460  00 

$27,020  92 

$33,859  23 
Mail  pay 

$60,880  15 
8,460  00 

$17,528  94 

$17,212  88 

$26,137  34 

$51,810  12 

$27,020  92 

$33,859  23 

$69,340  15 

$17,528  94 
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Statciiieut  C,  Keferred  *o  iu  President's  Keport. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  to  May  \st,  1841. 


Received  on  account  of  capital  stock  . .    §681,595  18 

Bills  payable  (outstanding) 1 67,097  37 

Bonds  do    "         122,562  22 

State  loan  issued 417,000  00 

Freight 62,728  41 

Passengers 49,165  61 

U.S.Mail... 12,333  64 


$1,512,483  43 


Paid  on  account  of  excavation  and 

embankment $579,276  36 

Superstructure 232, 1 54  60 

Gaston  Bridge 65,483   17 

Tar  River  Bridge 41 ,990  83 

Cedar  Creek  Do 24,0U4  18 

Neuse  River  Do 16,015  31 

Crab  Tree      Do 10,987  69 

Iron  and  spikes 109,178  33 

Masonry 34,533  47  1,113,623  97 

Land  damages 23,177  57 

Surveys 56,779  53 

Profit'and  loss 31,027  89 

Freight  on  Iron,  Timber,  etc  . .  11,149  53 

Salaries 20,599  57 

Contingent  expenses 6,996  47      149,730  55 

Depots,  water  stations,  etc 39,260  74 

Cars,  Engines,  etc 62,755  80      102,016  54 

Salaries 10,000  OO 

Depot  expenses 7,772  56 

Wood 3,449  86 

Charges  on  Transportation  . . .      10,651  98 
Repairs,  Cars,  Engines,  etc  . . .       3,270  83 

Repairs  of  Road 22,135  78        57,28101 

Bills  receivable 9,106  63 

Stage  company 51 ,456  59 

Interest  on  State  loan .....19,025  08 

Cash  account 268  58 

Balance  Treasurer's  account 2,007  12 

Petersburg  Railroad  Company 7,967  36 


§1,512,483  43 


Staiemcnt  D,  Referred  to  in  President's  Report. 

Statement  shoiving  the  quantity  of  Produce  sent  from,  and  the  Merchandise  received  at  the  various  Depots  on  the 
Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad,  from  the  1st  May,  1840,  to  the  1st  of  May,  1841. 


Depot. 

Produce  sent. 

Tonnage  of 
Produce  sent. 

Merchandise  received. 

Tonnage 
of  Mdze. 
received. 

Ilhds.  of 
tobacco. 

Bales  of 
cotton. 

Bbls. 
flour. 

Bushels 
wheat. 

Sacks 
Salt. 

Tierces 
lime. 

Barrels 
fish. 

Tonnage  of  all 
other  goods. 

Littleton 

Macon 

Warrenton  . . 
Ridgeway  . . . 
Henderson. . . 
Franklinton. . 
Forestville  . . . 
Huntsville  . . . 
Raleigh 

550 

405 

787 

1,070 

2,544 

349 

16 

4 

35 

510 

42 

246 

60 

377 

694 

1,339 

129 

762 

»  «  •  • 

348 
17 

155 

170 

119 

69 

40 
.... 

1,401,562 

804,300 

2,185,737 

1,636,200 

4,029,662 

773,940 

492,650 

53,400 

223,538 

361 
182 
516 
447 
2,289 
1,129 
420 
267 
942 

70 
19 
58 
41 
168 
77 
28 

•  •  •  • 

428 

30 
48 
133 
128 
631 
101 

211 

285,033 
102,154 
524,134 
235,053 

1,049,947 

405,987 

248,740 

60,913 

1,426,374 

382,673 
158,754 
686,014 
375,483 

1,756,757 
719,797 
359,340 
127,663 

1,781,234 

5,760 

4,159 

365 

553 

11,600,889 

6,553 

889 

1,282 

4,338,335      6,347,715 

TREASURER'S     REPORT. 

The  account  herewith  submitted,  marked  C,  shows  the 
total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  to  May  1st,  1841 . 
There  is  yet  due  from  the  stockholders,  the  sum  of  §18,- 
403  82 ;  not  more  than  one-fourth  can  be  considered  as 
available.  A  part  of  the  delinquent  stock  has  been  sold  by 
order  of  the  board,  but  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  en- 
force the  collection  of  the  balance  remaining  due,  after  ap- 
plying the  proceeds  of  their  stock. 


Of  the  guaranty  of  the  State  for  §500,000,  there  has  been 
issued  and  applied  to  the  use  of  the  company  §417,000. — 
The  balance  §83,000,  has  been  placed  in  the  Bank  of  the 
State,  as  collateral  security  for  loans  obtained. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  construction,  may  be  con- 
sidered, nearly  at  an  end,  though  some  additional  improve- 
ments at  the  depot  in  Raleigh,  and  other  points  on  the  road 
prevent  the  accounts  from  being  closed. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  account,  the  expendi- 
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tures  properly  chargeable  to  transportation,  have  been,  to 
the  first  of  May  inst.  $57,281  0],  and  the  receipts  during 
the  same  period  $124-,'227  66,  showing  a  balance  of  f.66,- 
946  65 — which  will,  however,  be  reduced  three  to  four 
thousand  dollars,  by  outstanding  claims  for  negro  hire. 

'J'he  property  of  the  stage  company  has  been  disposed  of, 
and  that  account  is  yet  to  be  credited  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale. 

Of  the  bills  receivable  on  hand,  about  one-half  may  be 
considered  available  at  the  present  time,  though  I  believe  the 
whole  amount  to  be  ultimately  good. 

The  balance  appearing  against  the  Petersburg  Company 
on  the  1st  of -May,  has  been  since  realized,  and  applied  to 
the  payment  of  land  damages,  and  other  pressing  claims 
against  the  company. 

Statement  B,  is  a  comparative  view  of  the  Transporta- 
tion, for  the  years  ending  May  1st,  1840  and  1841. 

From  this,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  receipts  from  passen- 
gers have  nearly  doubled,  while  the  increase  in  freight  has 
been  less. 

This  is  owing,  no  doubt,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  in- 
creased charges  for  Transportation  on  the  Petersburg  Rail- 
road, which  have  withdrawn  freight  from  both  roads,  with- 
out adding  to  our  receipts  for  what  we  have  carried.  It  must 
be  recollected  that  this  road  was  opened  the  whole  extent 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  first  fiscal  year,  and  that  a  portion, 
therefore,  of  the  largely  increased  receipts  must  be  ascribed 
to  this  fact.  From  a  careful  estimate  which  I  have  made, 
the  proportionate  increase  does  not  vary  but  little  from  5.') 
per  cent,  and  the  receipts  from  freight  alone  during  the 
month  of  April,  exceeds  by  a  thousand  dollars,  that  of  any 
other  month  since  the  opening  of  the  road. 

'J"he  increased  charge  on  passengers  has  been  in  operation 
hardly  long  enough  to  test  its  propriety,  but,  so  far,  the  ef- 
fect has  been  to  increase  the  receipts,  without  reducing  the 
number  of  passengers, 

S.  W.  WHITING,   Treasurer,  &c. 

lialeigh  (" N.  C.J  Jiegister, 


The  ITIilitary  AciidiiB»y, 

Jxeport  of  the  Board  of  Visiters. 

Wr.sT  Point,  'i 

Jufle21,1841.      5 

To  the  Hon.  John  Bell,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  the 
Report  of  the  Inspecting  Board  of  Visiters  at  West  Point, 
in  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

According  to  your  desire,  the  examination  has  been  closed, 
and  the  inquiries  minuted  ;  and  the  result,  I  trust,  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  consid- 
eration and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CaAs.  Stewart. 

To  the  Hon.  .lohn  Bell,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  : — The  Board  of  Visiters  to  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  met  at  this  post  on  the  7th  instant, 
agreeably  to  your  request,  and  were  organized  by  appointing 
Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  Navy,  President,  and 
Professor  Charles  B.  lladduck,  of  New  Hampshire,  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Visiters  were  informed  by  the  Sui)Printcndent  of  the 
Academy  that  the  Academic  Board  would  be  divided  into 
distinct  committees,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  ditlerent 
sections  of  Cadets,  at  the  same  time,  in  ditlerent  dcfiartments. 
The  Visiters  thereupon  assigned  one-half  our  own  members 
to  each  of  these  departments,  and  immediately  entered  on 
our  duties,  under  the  ilirection  of  the  Dcfiartment. 

Seven  hours  each  day  (the  Sabbath  excejjtcd)  have  been 
devoted  to  the  examination  of  the  Cadets,  in  each  depart- 
ment, and,  so  far  as  our  other  duties  would  allow  in  the 
presence  of  the  respective  committees  of  the  Board  of  Visiters. 
7'wo  hours  a  day  have  been  employed  in  various  exercises 
#nd  practical  exhibitions  of  military  skill  in  the  field. 


The  examinations  have  been  continued  without  interrup- 
tion from  the  7th  to  the  21st  instant. 

In  submitting  the  results  of  their  inquiries  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  the  Board  propose,  for  the  sake  of  [lerspicuity, 
to  comprise  what  they  deem  it  important  to  communicate  to 
you  under  several  distinct  heads. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  they  beg  leave  to  invite  your  at- 
tention to  the  subject  of  scieiilifc  instrtiction. 

This  department  constitutes  the  principal  study  in  each  of 
the  four  years'  course. 

The  class  formed  of  new  Cadets  at  the  commencement  of 
the  academic  year  is  called  the  fourth  class.  This  class  is 
instructed  in  algebra,  geometry,  plane  and  spherical  trigo- 
nometry, mensuration  of  planes  and  solids,  and  the  higher 
sections  of  the  class  in  descriptive  geometry. 

The  studies  of  the  third  class  embrace  descriptive  geome- 
try, by  the  lower  sections,  with  application  to  spherical  pro- 
jections, warped  surfaces,  shades,  shadows,  and  perspective  ; 
also,  surveying,  including  the  description  of  instruments  and 
the  mensuration  of  heights  and  distances,  analytical  geome- 
try, the  differential  and  integral  calculus,  including  its  various 
applications  to  mensuration  and  the  determination  of  many 
important  properties  of  the  geometrical  magnitudes. 

The  second  class  begins  the  courses  of  natural  and  ex- 
perimental philosophy,  which  includes  mechanics,  embracing 
statics,  dynamics,  hydrostatics,  and  hydrodynamics:  Optics, 
embracing  a  general  outline  of  the  theory  of  light,  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  reflection  and  refraction,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  optical  instruments :  Astronomy,  embracing  a  de- 
scription of  the  solar  system,  the  nature  of  the  earth,  tlie 
theory  of  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  the  methods 
of  determining  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  places  on  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  and  the  uses  of  astronomical  instru- 
ments :  Magnetism,  embracing  general  facts  and  principles, 
polarity,  laws  regulating  magnetic  intensity  at  different  dis- 
tances, terrestrial  magnetism,  the  variation  of  the  compass, 
and  the  construction  of  magnetic  instruments  :  Electro  Mag- 
netism and  Electro  Dynamics. 

The  course  of  Chemistry  includes  the  properties  of  matter 
and  the  general  laws  of  chemical  changes,  embracing  at- 
traction, affinity,  caloric,  electricity,  and  galvanism ;  the 
nomenclature  and  the  use  of  the  symbols;  the  pieparation, 
properties,  and  uses,  of  non  metallic  elements  and  their  com- 
pounds ;  the  general  properties  of  metals  and  alloys,  with 
the  character  and  uses  of  the  most  important  metals  and 
their  compounds  ;  salts;  mineral  analysis  and  the  use  of  the 
blow-pipe  ;  the  composition,  &c.  of  vegetable  principles, 
organic  analysis  ;  the  proportion,  properties,  Stc.  of  the  most 
important  vegetable  principles,  and  the  chemical  properties 
of  gunpowder. 

The  departments  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry 
are  both  illustrated  by  lectures  and  experiments,  the  appara- 
tus for  that  purpose  being  large  and  in  good  order. 

The  first,  or  highest  class,  is  principally  occupied  with 
Engineering,  which  includes  the  science  of  war,  military 
engineering,  civil  engineering,  and  architecture.  The  first 
comprises  the  general  composition  of  armies  and  the  princi- 
ples of  strategy. 

The  second  relates  to  the  erection  of  temporary  and  per- 
manent defences  of  every  description,  with  the  means  of 
attack  and  defence. 

The  third  treats  of  civil  works,  including  the  art  of  con- 
struction in  general,  in  all  its  branches. 

The  fourth  comprises  the  principles  of  architecture  and 
the  comparison  of  the  different  st}  Ics  of  building. 

The  instruction  in  these  branches  is  given  partly  from 
text-books  prepared  by  the  present  Professor  in  the  depart- 
ment, partly  by  oral  communication  and  partly  by  means  of 
drawings  made  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers.  Models 
illustrative  of  the  most  important  subjects  are  exhibited  and 
explained  by  teachers.  The  first  section  of  the  class  is  in- 
structed on  the  sul>jcct  of  machinery. 

Mineralogy  and  Geology  are  also  taught  to  this  class. — 
The  course  of  Mineralogy  includes  crystalography  ;  the 
physical  jiropertics  of  minerals;  classification,  determinate 
mineralogy,  and  descriptive  mineralogy,  embracing  the  study 
of  the  most  important  minerals. 
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Geology  includes  the  classification  of  rocks  according  to 
their  origin  and  age;  stratification;  the  general  characters 
and  composiiion  of  principal  classes  of  rocks,  embracing  an 
account  of  their  minerals  and  I'ossils,  the  uses  to  which  they 
are  applied,  and  their  location  in  the  United  States.  This 
course,  also,  is  illustrated  by  numerous  specimens  and  oc- 
casional lectures. 

The  first  class  are  also  taught  to  apply  the  science  which 
they  have  acquired  in  {)receding  years  to  tlie  military  art — 
particularly  to  gunnery  ;  to  the  motion  of  prnjectiles  in  re- 
si-ting  mediums,  as  in  air  or  water;  to  the  penetration  of 
balls  and  shells  into  various  substances ;  to  the  construction 
and  proof  of  the  materials  of  war  in  general,  especially  the 
different  kinds  of  cannon,  gun-carriages,  and  caissons  ;  to  the 
construction  of  maps  of  military  surveys,  plans  of  fortifica- 
tions, models  of  guns,  &c. ;  to  the  manufacture,  preservation, 
and  use  of  gunpowder  and  other  articles  prepared  in  the 
military  laboratory ;  and  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  gases 
developed  by  combustion. 

In  these  numerous  subjects,  so  connected  with  each  other, 
and  so  important  in  a  military  education  adapted  to  the  im- 
proved state  of  the  art  of  war,  the  Board  are  happy  to  see  a 
completeness  and  unity  of  system  which  leave  little  room 
for  improvement.  The  examinations  in  the  departments  of 
science  have  been  highly  satisfactory.  I'he  Cadets  appear 
well  grounded  in  all  the  branches,  and  afford  gratifying  evi- 
•dence  of  the  ability  and  fidelity  of  their  instructors. 

The  next  department  distinctly  considered  by  the  Board 
of  Visiters  is  that  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  The 
members  of  the  Board  have  sought  occasional  interviews 
with  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  care  of  this  department  is 
entrusted,  and  have  been  pleased  to  find  that  very  proper 
views  are  entertained  by  those  gentlemen  of  the  nature  and 
importance  of  their  duties,  and  that  they  seem  disposed  to 
spare  no  pains  in  giving  a  right  direction  to  the  minds  of 
the  young  men  under  their  charge,  and  in  elevating,  to  the 
utmost  degree,  the  love  of  moral  and  religious  feeling,  so  ne- 
cessary to  the  full  development  of  the  human  intellect,  and 
to  the  perfect  discharge  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
life.  This  department  includes  Geography,  English  Gram- 
mar, Rhetoric,  Moral  Philosophy  and  Constitutional  Jjaw. 

The  Principal  in  the  department  is  Chaplain  to  the  Acade- 
my, and  preaches  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sabbath. 

Former  Boards  of  Visiters  have  recommended  that  the 
chaplain  should  be  relieved  from  a  considerable  part  of  the 
text-book  instruction  now  imposed  upon  him,  that  he  might 
have  more  time  for  the  appropriate  duties  of  a  Christian 
teacher  and  pastor.  In  order  to  effect  this  change,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  instructer  in  the  de- 
partment. In  this  recommendation  the  present  Board  en- 
tirely agree.  Indeed,  they  beg  leave  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  War  Department  particularly  to  this  subject.  It  is 
not  to  be  overlooked  that  in  this  Institution  are  assembled 
two  hundred  and  fifty  young  men,  at  a  very  susceptible 
period  of  life,  separated  from  the  wholesome  restraints  of 
friends  and  kindred,  deprived  of  parental  guidance,  and  stim- 
ulated to  high  intellectual  attainment  and  honorable  distinc- 
tion, without  the  humanizing  and  sanctifying  influences  of 
a  pious  home. 

The  whole  community,  in  one  form  or  another,  connected 
■with  the  Academy,  amounts  to  about  a  thousand.  In  the 
moral  character  and  deportment  of  all  this  population,  the 
Institution  is  deeply  interested,  and  the  chaplain  is  their  on- 
ly religious  teacher  and  spiritual  guide.  It  must,  therefore, 
be  evident  to  the  Government  that  the  less  the  time  and 
studies  of  this  officer  are  occupied  with  other  things,  and 
the  more  exclusively  he  is  devoted  to  his  appropriate  Chris- 
tian influence,  the  better  the  great  ends  of  the  Institution 
are  likely  to  be  answered.  The  Board,  in  this  view,  earn- 
estly recommend  that  the  text-book  instruction  of  the  chap- 
lain be  confined  to  moral  Philosophy  ;  and  that  he  be,  also, 
considered  as  so  far  exonerated  from  the  ordinary  rules  of 
discipline  that  he  may  have  free  access  to  the  rooms  of  the 
Cadets,  and  the  most  unrestrained  and  familiar  intercourse 
with  them,  at  all  times,  without  being  exposed  to  the  suspi- 
cion of  acting  as  an  inquisitor  into  their  conduct,  and  with- 
out being  understood  to  sustain  any  other  relation  to  them 


than  the  affectionate,  parental  relation  of  a  pastor  to  an  or- 
dinary parish.  From  the  nature  of  the  clerical  office,  and 
especially  from  the  remarkable  intelligence  and  kindness  of 
the  present  chaplain,  (himself  a  graduate  of  the  Academy,) 
and  from  his  peculiar  qualifications  for  securing  the  confi- 
dence and  atTection  of  the  young,  the  Board  cannot  but  an- 
ticipate the  most  salutary  and  desirable  results,  if  he  should 
be  left  to  give  himself  more  entirely  to  his  appropriate  duties. 
There  is  one  branch  of  study,  not  introduced  into  this  de- 
partment, which  seems  to  the  Board  of  too  great  importance 
to  be  omitted.  We  refer  to  Logic — particularly  the  princi- 
ples and  rules  of  evidence.  This  suggestion  is  strongly  re- 
commended to  the  Department  by  the  consideration  that  the 
young  men  educated  here  are,  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
to  be  called  frequently  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  character, 
and,  it  may  be,  lives  of  their  fellow-men.  And  it  would 
seem  too  obvious  to  require  to  be  urged  on  the  attention  of 
the  Department,  that  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  general 
rules  of  evidence  is  essential  to  the  proper  administration  of 
military  law. 

In  another  view,  also,  it  seems  to  us  equally  important 
that  this  subject  should  not  be  excluded  from  the  course  of 
study.  The  sciences  here  taught  are  mainly  demonstrative. 
The  pupil  is,  therefore,  in  danger  of  insensibly  acquiring  the 
habit  of  feeling  that  nothing  is  proved  which  is  not  mathe- 
matically demonstrated.  He  should  be  taught,  also,  the  na- 
ture of  proof  in  general,  and  the  kind  of  evidence  proper  to 
the  very  dissimilar  subjects  of  interest  to  us,  as  men  of 
science,  as  citizens,  and  as  moral  beings.  It  gives  the  Board 
great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that,  so  far  as  they  can  judge, 
after  careful  attention  to  the  annual  examination,  the  studies 
of  this  Department  are  taught  with  ability  and  great  suc- 
cess by  the  several  instructors.  They  would  also  add,  that 
from  all  that  has  come  to  their  knowledge,  during  their  stay 
at  the  Academy,  they  are  impressed  with  the  consideration 
that  sound  morals  and  regular  deportment,  at  present,  dis- 
tinguish the  Oflficers  and  Cadets,  and  that  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  young  men  sent  here,  may  rely  on  their  being 
as  carefully  preserved  from  vice  and  immorality  as  the  na- 
ture of  a  public  education  admits.  One  of  the  principal  de- 
fects which  the  Visiters  have  observed  in  the  Cadets,  during 
the  examination,  relates  to  this  department,  and  consists  in 
an  imperfect  and  indistinct  elocution.  Particular  attention 
seems  not  to  be  paid  to  this  subject.  A  clear  and  full  enun- 
ciation is,  however,  an  accomplishment  in  a  military  man  ; 
and,  indeed,  can  hardly  be  dispensed  within  any  profession. 
We  observed  with  regret  that,  in  all  the  classes,  the  voice  is 
imperfectly  cultivated,  and  the  elocution  often  indistinct  and 
hurried.  The  proper  remedy  for  this  defect  would  be  either 
to  employ  a  distinct  teacher  for  the  purpose,  or,  what  would 
perhaps  be  even  better,  to  render  the  several  professors  and 
instructors  responsible  for  an  accurate  and  clear  articulation 
in  their  respective  exercises  and  examinations. 

Connected  with  this  subject  is  that  of  Composition,  which 
has  been  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  department 
by  other  Boards  of  Visiters,  in  which  recommendations  this 
Board  fully  concurs.  It  may  not  be  improper  for  the  Board 
to  suggest,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  principal  text-book  in 
the  study  of  the  French  language  (a  department  taught  with 
great  industry  and  care  by  the  very  competent  and  efficient 
teachers  of  the  languages,)  is  not  of  the  most  moral  and 
useful  character.  There  must  be  abundance  of  good  French, 
perfectly  free  from  objection.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no 
necessity  for  teaching  the  language  in  authors  of  a  questiona- 
ble tendency.  It  must  be  obvious  to  the  Department  that 
the  youthful  imagination  is  too  delicate  and  too  susceptible 
of  wrong  impressions  to  be  safely  exposed  to.  the  exciting 
scenes  frequently  introduced  into  novels  of  the  class  to  which 
this  work  belongs.  Even  the  occasional  hasty  perusal  of  an 
exceptionable  author,  by  the  young,  should  be  prevented  if 
possible.  This,  however,  is  one  thing.  It  is  quite  another 
thing  for  the  young  mind  to  be  detained  upon  such  an  au- 
thor, to  read  it  aloud  in  the  presence  of  others,  to  commit 
portions  of  it  to  memory,  and,  especially,  to  do  sounder  the 
authority  and  with  the  approbation  of  a  public  instructor. 

The  Board  have,  also,  carefully  considered  the  system  of 
discipline  prescribed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
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on  the  1st  of  January,  1839  ;  and,  after  mature  inquiry  and 
personal  observation,  they  have  every  reason  to  beheve  that 
these  rules  and  regulations  have  been  faithfully  enforced  by 
those  on  whom  the  duties  devolve.  The  hospital  is  a  stone 
edifice,  located  near  the  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  beauti- 
fully shaded  with  the  sugar  maple  on  the  east  and  near  the 
base  of  the  mountain  on  the  west;  commanding  an  inter- 
esting view  of  the  river,  and  securing  always  a  free  circula- 
tion of  pure  air.  This  building  contains,  in  its  basement 
story,  eight  rooms  of  convenient  size  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  nurses,  matrons,  domestics,  kitchens,  &c.  Imme- 
diately above  these  rooms  are  eight  large,  convenient,  and 
airy  chambers  for  the  sick,  with  a  portico  in  front,  furnish- 
ing a  pleasant  promenade,  in  full  view  of  the  river,  for  con- 
valescent patients.  Connected  wiih  this  building,  one  at 
each  end,  are  two  buildings  of  similar  size,  one  story  higher 
than  the  hospital,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  surgeon  and 
assistant  surgeon.  The  whole  building  is  convenient  and 
appropriate.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  an  establishment  of 
-the  kind  should  be  more  suitably  and  cheaply  furnished. 

The  barracks  have  been  the  subject  of  such  repeated  ani- 
madversion and  criticism  by  former  Boards  that  we  should 
content  ourselves  with  barely  referring  to  their  several  re- 
ports, did  we  not  consider  that  the  health,  morals,  and  in- 
dustry of  the  Cadets,  and,  of  course,  the  success  of  the  In- 
stitution itself,  depended  in  no  small  degree,  on  the  improve- 
ment of  these  accommodations.  For  the  successful  pursuit 
of  knowledge,  a  youth  must  have  command  of  his  time  and 
pursuits,  in  his  room,  must  have  good  health,  and  must  be 
comfortable. 

The  barracks  contain  only  96  rooms.  These  must  furnish 
accommodations  for  259  Cadets;  more  than  two  must  of 
course,  be  put  into  a  room.  In  fact  four,  and  often  five,  are 
crowded  into  a  single  chamber.  The  rooms  in  the  south 
building  are  scarcely  large  enough  to  accommodate  one.  They 
are  cold  and  uncomfortable  in  the  inclement  seasons  of  the 
year,  and  badly  ventilated  in  the  summer.  It  is  a  matter  of 
astonishment  to  this  Board  that  Cadets  have  attained  to  such 
proficiency  in  their  studies  under  circumstances  so  unfavora- 
ble. It  is  a  strong  proof  of  the  great  improvement  of  which 
the  Academy  is  susceptible,  with  better  facilities  and  more 
experience.  During  the  first  fifteen  years  of  the  existence 
of  the  Academy  whilst  the  Cadets  were  accommodated  in 
wooden  barracks,  opening  to  the  south,  there  was  scarcely 
jan  instance  of  a  Cadet  being  confined  to  the  hospital  by  dis- 
ease. Since  the  erection  of  the  stone  barracks,  the  sick  re- 
ports of  the  surgeon  show  an  average  of  five,  and  sometimes 
of  six,  thus  confined.  By  reference  to  one  of  the  quarterly 
reports  of  the  surgeon,  embracing  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  March,  of  the  present  year,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  cases  of  disease  for  that  quarter  amount  to  494;  of  these, 
377  are  cases  of  catarrh,  and  fairly  referable,  chiefly,  to  these 
uncomfortable  rooms.  Other  diseases,  such  as  pleurisy, 
headache,  &c.,  naturally  result  from  the  same  cause. 

Again  :  these  barracks  are  clumsy,  ill-shapen  stone  struc- 
tures, erected  without  regard  to  order  or  taste — situated  on 
the  plain  which  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  military  evolu- 
tions, at  a  point  where  it  is  impossible  to  erect  the  necessary 
appendages  and  conveniences  without  danger  to  health  and 
comfort. 

The  public  grounds  furnish,  on  the  cast  side  of  the  plain 
and  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  the  most  convenient  and  beau- 
tiful site  for  such  buildings.  Here  the  barracks  would  open 
to  the  south-east,  and  all  necessary  appendages  might  be  dis- 
posed of  with  duo  regard  to  neatness,  taste,  and  health. 

The  Board  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  erec- 
tion of  new  barracks  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

The  commons  are  good.  The  steward  is  a  salaried  officer, 
and  under  no  temptation  to  furnish  any  but  wholesome  and 
proper  provisions.  The  regulations  on  the  subject  of  cloth- 
ing, bedding,  &c,,  are  in  the  highest  degree  consistent  with 
comfort  and  economy.  The  substantial  building  intended 
for  the  philosophical  apparatus  and  library  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  completion  of  this  building  will  open  the  rooms 
occupied  by  the  philosophical  apparatus  to  the  Professor  of 
Chemistry,  and  these  important  departments  will  be  both 
provided  with  the  most  ample  and  desirable  accommodations. 


The  Board  would  next  invite  the  attention  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  course  of  JMilitary  Instriictisn, 

The  fundamental  purpose  of  this  Institution  is  to  prepare 
young  men  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  sol- 
dier. It  is  essentially  a  military  school,  and  its  courses  of 
instruction  are  intended  to  convey  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
military  art,  not  only  in  its  general  principles,  but  also  in  its 
details.  To  this  end,  much  time  is  given  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  exact  and  mixed  sciences,  which  are  applied  by  the 
military  student  not  only  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  and  un- 
derstanding of  the  science  of  war,  but  in  the  more  detailed 
operations  in  the  field,  the  fott,  the  foundry,  and  the  labo- 
ratory. A  moment's  refiection  upon  the  vast  influence  of 
the  exercises  of  the  military  art  upon  the  destiny  of  nations 
and  the  affairs  of  life — an  art  that  calls  into  the  most  active 
and  efficient  exercise  all  the  energies  of  mind  and  body,  and 
which,  in  that  exercise,  must  direct,  control,  and  manage  the 
innumerable,  varied,  and  complex  operations,  modifications, 
and  circumstances  of  mind  and  material — must  convince 
every  one  of  the  usefulness  of  an  institution  which  dispenses 
such  knowledge.  Such  an  institution  is  this  Academy. — 
In  their  examinations  of  the  attainments  of  the  pupils  in 
military  knowledge,  and  of  skill  in  its  practice,  the  Board 
have  had  assurance  that  the  object  of  the  Institution  has  been 
faithfully  kept  in  view.  The  theory  is  well  taught,  and  the 
practice  is  satisfactory,  so  far  as  the  limited  nature  of  such 
an  establishment  will  permit.  The  evolutions  of  the  line 
and  the  actual  operations  of  fortification  cannot  be  practised 
here,  however  complete  the  scientific  instruction  may  be. 

In  the  management  of  cannon  and  mortars,  and  the  firing 
of  shot,  shells,  and  other  pi-qjecliles  ;  the  use  of  the  musket 
and  sword  ;  in  the  exercise  of  field  artillery  ;  and  in  the  drill 
and  manoeuvres  of  the  company  and  battalion  of  infantry, 
the  performance  of  the  Cadets  has  been  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory. The  various  manipulations  of  the  military  laboratory 
have  been  performed  by  the  members  of  the  graduating  class 
with  skill ;  and  they  have  promptly  explained  the  principles 
on  which  these  manipulations  depended,  in  a  clear  and  sci- 
entific manner.  They  have  exhibited  to  us  that  kind  of 
knowledge  of  the  subject  which  will  enable  them  at  once  to 
execute  the  difficult  and  important  task  of  preparing  and 
using  accurately  the  immediate  implements  of  attack,  or  of 
supplying  their  want  from  the  most  practicable  expedients. 

'I'he  Cadets  have  now  the  advantages  which  it  was  anti- 
cipated they  would  derive  from  the  use  of  a  small  number 
of  horses.  The  practice  of  field  artillery  and  the  elements 
of  cavalry  tactics,  together  with  considerable  skill  in  the  use- 
ful and  graceful  art  of  horsemanship,  are  learned  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  and  so  as  to  answer  the  additional  purpose 
of  a  healthful  bodily  exercise.  Its  eflect  upon  their  health 
is  decidedly  beneficial. 

The  last  general  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Board  has  been  given  is  that  of  the  fiscal  concerns  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Academy, 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  16th,  ITth,  18th,  and 
19th  articles  of  the  "  Revised  Regulations  "  approved  by  the 
President,  have  been  strictly  observed  and  carried  out  in 
letter  and  spirit.  The  amount  of  money  expended  here  by 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  1st  May,  1841,  appli- 
cable to  the  Institution,  for  the  coat  of  Instruction  and  [jay 
of  Cadets,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Amount  expended  by  the  Paymaster .5UM,2ri   50 

Do  do  Quartermaster 26,482  80 


Making,  together $1 27,754  30 


Of  this  sum,  $81 ,405  G8  is  for  pay  of  Cadets,  being  $28 
per  month  to  each. 

Out  of  this  -sum  the  Cndct  boards  and  clothes  himself,  fur- 
nishes his  own  books,  stationery,  and  mathematical  instru- 
ments, the  furniture  of  his  room,  washing,  &c.;  every  thing, 
in  fact,  but  fuel. 

The  regulations  of  the  Institution  place  all  the  Cadets  upon 
a  financial  equality.  Each  must  live  on  his  pay,  and  can 
receive  no  "  family  aid."  Hence  a  system  of  vigilant  econo- 
my must  be  observed,  to  enable  each  Cadet  to  meet  the  re- 
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quirements  of  the  Institution  as  to  dress  and  general  appear- 
ance, as  well  as  to  secure  lo  him  a  good  and  wholesome  table. 
To  effect  this,  the  Uoard  were  particularly  struck  with  the 
system  perfected  by  the  present  estimable  Superintendent, 
whereby  each  Cadet,  whilst  strictly  supervi--ed  himself,  is 
enabled  tochecliand  supervise  every  point  involvingexpendi- 
ture  on  his  own  account.  Throughout  the  whole  range  of 
fiscal  matters,  from  the  smallest  to  the  largest  channel  of  ex- 
penditure, there  is  established  so  perfect  a  method  of  check 
and  counter  check,  and  strict  accountability,  as  to  render 
error  or  omission  impossible. 

A  well  ordered  economy,  not  among  the  least  of  the  prac- 
tical acquirements,  praise  worthy  in  private  life,  and  indis- 
pensable in  public  life,  is  here  practically  taught  with  accu- 
racy of  detail,  entitling  it  to  a  rank  among  the  "exact  sci- 
ences." A  Cadet  graduating  at  this  institution,  and  called 
into  the  service  of  his  country,  would  have  just  as  strong 
grounds  of  excuse  for  mistaking  a  circle  for  a  triangle,  as  to 
plead  ignorance  or  incompetency  in  the  practice  of  unerring 
rules  to  guard  against  waste,  fraud,  or  useless  expenditure 
of  any  kind. 

The  value  of  the  mass  of  practical  scientific  knowledge 
acquired  here,  and  annually  sent  forth  to  the  nation  in  the 
persons  of  her  trusted  sons,  can  scarcely  be  estimated  by 
figures.  The  cost  is  reached  with  entire  accuracy.  The 
Cadet,  who  graduated  here  after  a  conflict  of  four  years  with 
untiring  competition,  is  not  permitted  to  hide  his  knowledge 
under  a  bushel,  but  is  required,  in  turn,  lo  dispense  it  when 
and  where  his  future  duties  to  his  country  may  call  him. — 
Regarding  as  we  do,  this  knowledge  as  positively  indispensa- 
ble to  the  nation,  we  are  unable  to  adopt  any  rule  of  compu- 
tation to  mark  its  value  compared  with  its  cost;  which  cost 
assessed  in  the  shape  of  a  poll-tax,  would  fall  considerably 
short  of  one  cent  each  on  our  citizens.  To  urge  an  objec- 
tion to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  on  the  ground 
of  its  cost,  would  be  like  objecting  to  the  cost  of  seed  which 
the  field  required,  when  a  greedy  market  stands  ready  to 
take  the  abundant  crops  it  may  produce.  The  Board  were 
invited  to  visit  the  drawing  room  in  which  a  great  variety  of 
specimens  of  every  kind  of  drawing  and  draughting,  in  ink 
and  colors,  were  exhibited.  The  ingenuity  and  skill  with 
which  many  of  these  were  executed  are  worthy  of  particular 
notice.  To  draw  from  nature  with  justness  and  taste  is  an 
accomplishment  in  any  department  of  life,  and  to  the  military 
man  often  eminently  useful.  The  practice  itself,  aside  from 
any  actual  application  of  the  art,  promotes  the  habit  of  ob- 
servation, educates  the  eye,  and  thus  tends  to  secure  to  the 
military  man  that  peculiar  tact,  that  kind  of  instructive  judg- 
ment, by  which  a  great  captain  instantly  chooses  or  abandons 
a  position,  and  sees,  at  once,  points  of  importance  which 
wholly  escape  the  unpractised  eye. 

Though  not  falling  entirely  within  the  range  of  our  pre- 
scribed duties  as  a  Board  of  visiters,  we  have  yet  deemed  it 
a  matter  of  no  ordinary  interest  to  investigate  the  method 
now  adopted  in  selecting  candidates  to  this  Institution.  We 
can  conceive  of  no  theory  more  just  than  that  which  at  pre- 
sent prevails — which  gives  to  each  Congressional  district 
the  nomination  of  its  pro  rata  number  of  candidates,  leaving 
a  portion  to  be  taken  at  large  by  the  appointing  power.  By 
this  system,  every  part  of  our  countiy  comes  in  for  its  share, 
geographically,  whilst  the  sons  of  such  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who  may  have  meritoriously  served  the  country  in  various 
branches  of  tlie  public  service,  and  necessarily  deprived  of 
this  geographical  locality,  share  the  distribution.  It  is  pro- 
bable that,  among  the  nominations  from  Congressional  dis- 
tricts, some  may  owe  their  selection  as  candidates  to  the 
political  influence  of  friends  in  the  dominant  party.  Adopt- 
ing any  form,  this  influence  may  still  directly  or  indirectly 
prevail;  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  system  now 
existing  is  one  obnoxious  to  least  objection  on  this  ground. 
In  other  respects,  touching  the  qualifications  of  candidates, 
it  is  almost  impossible  that  the  appointing  power  should  be 
personally  familiar,  and  consequently  must  depend  on  the 
sagacity,  integrity,  and  patriotism  of  the  nominating  power. 
On  one  point,  however,  we  have  satisfied  ourselves  most 
clearly — that,  no  matter  to  what  influence  the  Cadet  may 


owe  his  appointment,  no  matter  from  what  portion  of  the 
Republic  he  may  come,  here  he  is  received  on  a  perfect 
equality  with  his  comrade;  name,  influer.ce,  fortune,  family,  s 
all  alike  are  merged  in  one  common  consideration — iiidi- 
vidital  merit ;  the  rich,  the  poor,  the  sons  of  living  parents 
and  the  orphan,  are  all  on  an  equality.  The  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  conduct  and  study  recognise  not  an  iota  of  difler- 
ence  or  distinction— all  alike  are  subject  to  a  system  of  un- 
erring justice  and  accountability,  so  that  the  most  jealous 
and  skeptical  cannot  fail  to  admire  and  approve. 

It  is  barely  possible  that  this  system  of  even  handed  jus-  ■ 
tice,  so  inflexibly  practised  here,  may  in  some  instances  occa- 
casion  disappointment  to  cherished  hopes  of  parents  and 
friends,  and  even  enmity  against  the  Institution  ;  but  the 
question  is,  shall  the  Institution  conform  itself  to  the  standard 
of  the  various  elements  annually  offered  for  instruction,  or 
exact  such  elements  as  shall  meet  and  conform  to  its  standard] 
On  this  point,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  deciding  in  favor  of 
the  latter. 

On  investigating  the  leading  causes  of  dismissals,  we  in- 
variably trace  them  to  the  following  sources, 

1st.  Mental  and  physical  inability. 

2d.  Inefl5cient  preliminary  qualifications  and  attainments. 

3d.  Indisposition  to  conform  to  rules  and  regulations  es- 
tablished here,  which  have  a  strong  contrast  to  habits  at 
home.  Hence,  we  see  a  large  portion  of  the  lads  dismissed 
here  are  sons  of  parents  in  eas)"^  circumstances,  and  who 
have  been  indulged  in  habits  of  luxury  and  idleness,  whilst 
the  son  of  the  parent  of  limited  means,  or  the  orphan  who  is 
early  taught  to  depend  on  his  own  eflbrts  for  success,  and 
whose  home  has  been  one  of  well  ordered  industry  and  mo- 
rality, readily  meets  the  requirements  exacted  here,  and 
passes  through  with  honor  to  himself,  his  teachers  and  his 
country. 

If  we  are  permitted  to  offer  advice,  as  well  to  the  nomi- 
nating and  appointing  power  as  to  the  parents,  friends,  ar>(l 
guardians  of  candidates  to  this  Institution,  it  would  be  to 
look  well  to  the  qualifications  of  the  candidate  before  select- 
ing him  to  pass  the  ordeal  here.  This  ordeal  is,  indeed,  se- 
vere ;  but  we  are,  nevertheless,  constrained  to  urge  the  in- 
flexible continuance  of  the  system  which  has  been  adopted, 
as  the  only  one  calculated  to  realize  the  intention  and  ob- 
ject of  Government  in  establishing  this  truly  national  Insti- 
tution. 

From  this  extended  but  still  imperfect  view  of  the  prom- 
inent features  of  the  Academy,  the  Department  will  be  able 
to  see,  we  trust,  that  the  Board  of  Visiters  have  considered, 
with  no  little  care,  the  various  important  subjects  pointed 
out  to  us  in^the  official  letters  which  called  us  together. — 
We  came,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Government,  from  remote 
parts  of  the  country  ;  we  belong  to  extremely  different  pro- 
fessions and  spheres  of  life,  strangers,  most  of  us,  to  the  place 
and  to  each  other;  we  have  doubtless  looked  at  the  Institu- 
tion from  very  diflerent  points  of  view,  and,  of  course,  with 
feelings  not  entirely  similar. 

It  gives  us  true  happiness,  however,  to  be  able  te  say  that, 
in  every  respect,  there  has  appeared  the  utmnst  courtes}'  and 
frankness  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution,  and 
that  in  no  instance  have  we  discovered  the  slightest  disposi- 
tion to  conceal  what  we  wished  to  know,  or  to  set  off'  the 
Cadets  or  the  usages  and  exercises  of  the  Academy  by  arti- 
fice or  illusion. 

To  the  general  merit,  of  the  Academic  Board  we  have 
borne  testimony  in  different  parts  of  the  foregoing  report. — 
Of  the  efficient  and  accomplished  officer  at  the  head  of  it, 
we  wi.sh  also,  to  speak  in  unqualified  approbation  and  great 
personal  regard. 

The  Department  will  permit  us  to  add,  in  conclusion,  with 
whatever  diversity  of  opinions  we  may  have  met,  we  are 
about  to  take  leave  of  each  other  and  of  this  enchanting 
scenery,  which  nature  seems  to  have  created  in  beautiful 
harmony  with  a  vigorous  and  tempered  development  of 
youthful  intellect,  deeply  sensible  to  the  great  permanent 
interest  of  the  whole  country  in  this  our  only  national  insti- 
tution of  science,  and  earnestly  hoping  that  no  narrow  public 
councils  or  party  or  local  jealousies  will  ever  be  suffered  to 
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divert  it  from  its  original  purpose,  or  to  impede  its  natural 
progress  to  the  very  utmost  limit  of  acaJemicul  perfection, 

CiiAS.  Spewaut,  President,  U.  S.  Ii^avy. 

(;,  B,  HAnnrcK,  Secretary,  of  N.  Hampshire, 

Pi  Ell  II K  Vav   CoiriLAxnr,  !V,  York. 

Lkvi  Whkatov,  of  Rhode  Island, 

G.  TiioosT,  of  Tennessee. 

Sam'l  Alkxaxiif.ii,  of  Pennsylvania. 

JoMx  L.  Guw,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Davii)  Hunteu,  of  Illinois. 

Wm.  Kugglks,  of  the  Uist.  of  Columbia. 

Abm.  ErsTis,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Army. 

Chs,  Aug.  Uavis,  of  N.  York. 

CinHLF.s  Davies,  of  Connecticut. 

J.  H.  Pktton,  of  Virginia. 

S.  P.  Williamson,  of  Tennessee. 

HoDiJAii   Meabe,  of  Virginia. 

O.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Ohio. 


April  WcatSitr. 

A  correspondent  has  sent  us  the  following  table  of  the 
heat  in  April,  giving  the  average  of  three  observations  of  the 
Thermometer,  each  day  through  the  month,  for  22  years 
from  1820  to  1841  inclusive: 

Years.  A§-gre^ate.  Jlvera^e. 


1820 

1308 

43.6 

1821 

1294 

43.1 

1822 

1305 

43.5 

1823 

1392 

46.4 

1824 

1376 

45.9 

1825 

1417 

47.2 

1S26 

1271 

42.4 

1827 

1467 

48.9 

1828 

1281 

42.7 

1819 

1334 

44.5 

1830 

1402 

46.7 

1831 

1384 

46.1 

1832 

1194 

39.8 

1833 

1415 

47.2 

1834 

13.'J7 

45.2 

1835 

1274 

42.5 

1836 

1246 

41.5 

1837 

1290 

43 

1838 

1213 

40.4 

1839 

1373 

.  45.8 

1840 

1423 

47.4 

1841 

1236 

41,2 

22  years 

29,2.'33 

975.0 

1  year 

1329.7 

44,32 
\_Salem  Itc^istet 

The  Funeral  Obsequies. 

Our  citizens,  yesterday  morning,  rendered  their  last  honors 
to  the  earthly  remains  of  their  late  friend  and  fellow-citizen, 
William  Henry  Harrison.  The  hearse  which  bore  the  body 
from  the  residence  of  ('ol.  Taylor  to  the  steamboat  that  con- 
veyed it  to  North  Bend,  was  preceded  by  the  company  of 
Dragoons,  and  the  several  military  companies  which  arrived 
from  the  Louisville  Encampment  in  time  to  join  in  the  pro- 
cession, and  followed  by  relatives  and  personal  friends  of  the 
deceased,  by  the  Commillec  which  had  brought  it  from 
Washington,  the  Committee  of  Forly  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  for  the  obsequies,  the  City 
Council,  Ollicers  and  Soldiers  of  the  liate  War,  .Fudges  and 
Officers  of  the  Superior  and  Common  Pleas  Courts,  members 
of  the  Bar,  Odd  Fellows,  Firemen,  other  Associations,  and 
large  numbers  of  citizens  in  an  individual  capacity. 

The  procession  moved,  to  solemn  music,  from  the  resi- 
dence of  Col.  Taylor  to  the  steamboat  Raritan,  which  lay  at 
the  foot  of  Main;  and  thepavemenis, and  iloorsand  windows 
of  houses,  for  the  whole  of  this  distance,  were  crowded  with 
persons,  numbering  doubtless  from  18,000  to  20,000,  who 
had  assembled  to  have  a  last  look,  as  it  passed,  of  the  coffin 
which  inclosed  the  body  of  the  venerated  dead. 


The  boat  left  the  wharf  for  the  Bend  about  1  o'clock,  bear- 
ing with  the  reiinins  the  Committees,  the  detachment  of  the 
United  States  Marines,  and  relatives  of  the  decca-ed.  By 
special  invitation,  the  Rev,  T.  l3rooks  went  down,  to  perform 
the  funeral  service  of  the  Church  of  England  at  the  tomb. 
Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette,  July  8. 


Business  of   tlic  Tntcriort 

Exports  from  Alton  for  the  years  1833,  '39  and  '40,  of 
the  five  leading  articles  of  Illinois  produce,  viz:  Pork,  Ueef, 
Wheat,  Flour  and  Corn. 

Hogs— killed  and  packed  in    1838-39,  22,400 

«  "  1839-10,  29,340 

«  "  «  1840-41,  43,470 

Beef  «  "  1833-39,  1,140 

«  "  "  1839-40,  2,560 

"  "  "  1840-41,  4,455 

Wheat— Exported  in  1838,  bushels  3,000 

"  "  "   1839,         "  8,000 

"  «'  «   1S40,         "  62,000 

Flour — Exported  annually,  during  the  last  3  yrs,  bbls.  28,000 

Corn—         "  "  "  "         "  bush.  150,000- 

Mton  Telegraph. 

Banks  of  Slaiue,  Juue,  184:1. 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock  paid  in $3,514,000  0=0 

Bills  in  circulation  „.,. 1,422,513  00 

Net  profits  on  hand 163,19')  27 

Balances  due  other  banks 72,442  82 

Cash  deposited,  &c.,  not  bearing  interest...  606,331  64 

Cash  deposited  bearing  interest 11 7,777  71 

Total  amount  due  from  the  banks $5, 896,260  44 

Jtssets. 

Gold,  silver,  &c.  in  banks 232,461  52 

Real  estate 193,443  23 

Bills  of  banks  in  this  State 95,626  76 

Bills  of  banks  elsewhere 35,105  95 

Ilalanccs  due  from  other  banks 365,973  48 

Due  to  the  banks,  excepting  balances 4,973,649  50 

Total  amount  of  the  resources  of  the  banks. $5,896,260  44 

Dividends,  &c.  &c. 

Amount  of  last  semi-annual  dividend 118.241   66 

Amount  of  reserved  profits 111,012  2t- 

Debts  due  and  considered  as  doubtful 28,985  29 

Amount  of  bills  in  circulation  under  five  dolls,  270,755  00 
Amount  due  from  Presidents  and  Directors  as 

principals 320,511    10 

Amount  due  from  President  and  Directors  as 

sureties 305,61 1  34 

Amount  due  from  Stockholders  as  principals. .   335,325  38 


The  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  has  denied  the  appli- 
cation of  McLeod  to  be  released  without  trial,  and  he  has 
been  remanded  to  prison.  In  our  next  Number  we  shall 
publish  the  opinions  of  the  Court. 


Violent  and  destructive  hail-storms  have  been  experienced 
lately  in  various  sections  of  the  United  States. 
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MCLEOD'S  CASE. 

SUPREME  COURT,  N.  Y. 
In  the  Matter  of  Alcxaiiilcr  Mcljeod. 

On  Habeas  Corpus,  July  Term,  1841. 

Mr.  Justice  Cowex  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
as  follows : 

The  prisoner's  petition,  on  which  I  allowed  this  writ,  con- 
tained an  intimation  that  his  commitment  to  the  jail  of  the 
county  of  Niagara  had  not  been  regular;  but  that  ground 
is  now  abandoned.  The  sheriff  returns  an  indictment  for 
murder,  found  by  a  grand  jury  of  that  county  against  the 
prisoner,  on  which  he  appears  to  have  been  arraigned  at  the 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  holden  in  the  same  county. — 
It  further  appears  that  he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  was  duly 
committed  for  trial.  The  indictment  charges,  in  the  usual 
form,  the  murder  of  Amos  Durfee  by  the  prisoner,  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  and  at  a  ceitain  tov^-n  within  the  county. 

These  facts,  although  officially  returned  by  the  sheriff, 
were,  b}'  the  provision  in  the  habeas  corpus  act,  2  K.  S.  471, 
2d  cd.  §  b'J,  open  to  a  denial  by  affidavit,  or  the  allegation 
of  any  fact  to  show  that  the  imprisonment  or  detention  is 
unlawful.  In  such  case  the  same  section  requires  this  Court 
to  proceed  in  a  summary  way  to  hear  allegations  and  proofs 
in  support  of  the  imprisonment  or  detention,  and  dispose  of 
the  party  as  the  justice  of  the  case  may  require.  Under 
color  of  complying  with  this  provision,  which  is  m  recent 
introduction,  the  prisoner  not  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  over  the  crime  as  charged  in  the  indictment,  or  the 
regularity  of  the  commitment,  has  interposed  an  affidavit 
stating  certain  extrinsic  ficts.  One  is,  that  he  was  absent 
and  ilid  not  at  all  participate  in  the  alleged  offence ;  the  other, 
that  if  present  and  acting,  it  was  in  the  necessary  defence  or 
protection  of  his  country  against  treasonable  insurrection  of 
which  Durfee  was  acting  in  aid  at  the  time. 

Taking  these  facts  to  be  mere  matters  of  evidence  upon 
the  issue  of  not  guilty,  and,  of  themselves,  they  are  clearly 
nothing  more,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  cannot  be  made 
available  on  habeas  corpus,  even  as  an  argument  for  letting 
the  prisoner  to  bail,  much  less  for  ordering  his  unqualified 
discharge.  That  this  would  be  so  on  all  the  authorities 
previous  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  his  counsel  do  not  deny. 
The  rule  of  the  case  is  thus  laid  down  in  the  British  Books: 
"  A  man  charged  with  murder  by  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's 
inquest  may  be  admitted  to  bail;  though  not  after  the  finding 
of  an  indictment  by  the  grand  jury."  1  Chit.  Cr,  L.  129, 
Am.  ed.  of  1836.  Petersd.  on  Bail,  oil,  S.  P.  It  has  never, 
that  we  are  aware,  been  departed  from  in  practice  under  the 
English  habeas  corpus  act. 

Lord  Ch.  Justice  Raymond  said,  in  Rex.  v.  Dalton,  2  Str. 
911,  that  he  would  bail  though  a  coroner's  inquest  had 
found  the  crime  to  be  murder;  and  the  distinction  was  be- 
tween the  coroner's  inquest,  where  the  court  can  look  into 
the  depositions,  and  an  indictment  where  tho  evidence  is 
secret.  Lord  Mahon's  case,  1  Salk.  104,  S.  P.  This  reason 
is  adopted  by  Chitty,  at  the  page  of  his  Cr.  Law  before  cited ; 
and  by  Petersd.  on  Bail,  London  ed.  of  1835,  p.  521.  It 
was  also  recognised  by  Sutherland,  J.  of  this  court,  in  1 825. 
Taylor's  case,  5  Cowen's  Rep.  56.  He  says  "  the  indict- 
ment must  be  taken  as  conclusive  upon  the  degree  of  the 
crime,"  Id. 
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'J'he  depositions  heretofore  taken  in  the  cause  being  thus 
cut  off,  there  are  no  means  of  inquiry  left  to  us  on  this  mo- 
tion, by  which  we  can  say  whether  a  murder  was  in  fact 
committed,  or  whether  the  charge  would  probably  be  miti- 
gated on  the  trial  to  a  very  doubtful  case  of  manslaughter,, 
or  to  a  homicide  in  defence,  or  whether  all  participatioft 
might  be  disproved  by  showing  a  clear  alibi.  Nothing  is 
better  settled,  on  English  authority,  than  that  on  habeas 
corpus,  the  examination  as  to  guilt  or  innocence  cannot 
under  any  circumstances  extend  beyond  the  depositions  or 
proofs  upon  which  the  prisoner  was  committed. 

This  would  be  so,  even  on  habeas  corpus  before  an  in- 
dictment found,  however  loosely  the  charge  might  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  warrant  of  commitment.  Chitty,  at  the  page 
before  cited,  says,  "  It  is  in  fact  to  the  depositions  alone  that 
the  court  will  look  for  their  direction  ;  where  a  felony  is  posi- 
tively charged,  they  will  refuse  to  bail  though  an  ahbi  be 
supported  by  the  strongest  evidence."  He  cites  Rex  v. 
Greenwood  2  Str.  1138,  a  case  of  robbery,  and  eight  credi- 
ble witnesses  making  affidavit  that  the  prisoner  was  at  an- 
other place  at  the  time  when  the  robbery  was  sworn  to  have 
been  committed ;  yet  adds  the  report,  the  court  refused  to- 
admit  him  to  bail,  but  ordered  him  to  remain  till  the  assizes. 
Here  the  crime  is  clearly  proved  by  the  depositions  whicb 
have  been  read  on  the  side  of  the  people,  while,  instead  of 
eight  witnesses  to  an  alibi,  we  have  the  solitary  affidavit  of 
the  prisoner. 

In  Rex  V.  Acton  2.  Sir.  851,  the  prisoner  had  been  tried 
for  the  murder  and  acquitted  ;  afterwards  a  single  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  issued  a  warrant  charging  him  with  the  same 
murder,  upon  which  he  was  again  committed.  On  an  offer 
to  show  the  former  acquittal  in  the  clearest  manner,  the  court 
refused  to  hear  the  proof.  On  the  authority  of  this  cose,  Mr. 
Chitty,  at  the  page  just  cited,  lays  down  the  rule  that  the 
court  will  not  look  into  extrinsic  evidence  at  all.  He  states 
a  case  wherein  the  same  question  came  up  in  respect  to  an 
inferior  crime;  receiving  stolen  goods  with  a  guilty  know- 
ledge. The  prisoner's  affidavit  denied  his  knowledge;  yet 
the  court  refused  lo  bail,  saying  the  fact  of  knowledge  was 
triable  by  a  jury  only. 

They,  added,  it  would  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  al- 
low such  proceedings,  as  it  might  induce  prisoners  generally 
to  lay  their  case  before  the  court.  Page  before  cited,  Petersd. 
on  bail,  refers  to  Chitty,  who  cites  cases  K.  B.  96,  This 
book,  eo  nomine,  does  not  appear  now  to  be  extant;  and' 
12  Mod.  the  only  reference  I  am  aware  of  which  among 
the  English  quotitions,  is  synonymous  with  Chitty 's  does 
not  appear  to  contain  the  case  stated  by  him.  But  it  accords 
with  many  others  in  circumstance;  and  the  reason  given  fs 
almost  too  plain  to  demand  any  direct  authority.  To  hear 
defensive  matter  through  ex  parte  affidavits  as  a  ground  for 
bailing  the  prisoner,  would  be  to  trench  on  the  office  of  the 
jury;  for  in  the  case  of  high  crimes,  bail  would  be  equivalent 
to  an  acquittal. 

Accordingly,  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  Horner's  case,  1 
Leach,  270,  4  th  ed.  London  18 1 5,  is  in  effect  the  same  with 
that  stated  by  Chitty.  The  prisoner  had  been  committed 
under  a  charge  of  defrauding  and  robbing  a  man  of  his  money 
by  false  pretences.  It  was  insisted  that  the  facts  stated  in 
the  depositions  for  the  king,  made  out  a  mere  misdemeanor; 
and  that  the  prisoner  was  therefore  entitled  to  bail.  But  the 
transaction  by  which  the  money  was  obtained  admitted  of 
one  construction  which  migh  tmake  it  a  felonious  taking. 
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The  court  said,  "In  cases  of  this  kind  the  course  has  always 
been  to  leave  it  to  the  jury  to  determine  quo  animo  the  mo-  j 
ney  was  obtained.    In  such  a  case  the  court  never  form  any  | 
judgment  whether  the  facts  amount  to  a  felony  or  not ;  but  | 
merely,  whether  enough  is  charged  to  justify  the  detainer  of 
the  prisoner;  and  put  him  upon  his  trial." 

'I'he  cases  I  have  noticed,  were,  in  several  respects,  stronger 
for  the  prisoners,  than  the  case  before  us.  'J'hcy  were  mostly  i 
founded  on  charges  of  a  character  much  less  serious  than  ' 
murder.     They  were  all  before  indictment  found;  some  of 
them  presented  a  slate  of  things  on  which  it  was  jilainly  im- 
possible to  convict ;  and  last,  thouglr  not  least,  they  were  ^ 
mere  applications  for  bail,  a  thing  which  ]vIcLcod  docs  not  j 
ask  for.     He  demands  an  absolute  discharge,  on  grounds 
upon  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  he  would  ; 
not  even  be  entitled  to  bail.     The  laws  of  England  formed  i 
in  this  respect  the  law  of  New  Fork,  until  our  new  Habeas  1 
Corpus  act  took  ciTect.  j 

It  becomes  necessary  next  to  inquire  whether  the  new  , 
ptatute  has  v/orkcd  any  enlargement  of  our  powers  beyond  ; 
■what  we  have  seen  they  were  up  to  the  time  when  it  passed.  ' 
The  2  R.  S.  469,  2d  cd.  §  40,  41,  requires  us  to  examine  ! 
the  facts  contained  in  the  return,  and  into  the  cause  of  the 
confinement  of  the  prisoner  ;  and  if  no  legal  cause  be  shown  j 
for  it,  or  for  its  continuation,  we  are  to  discharge  him.  That 
here  is  legal  cause,  viz,  an  indictment  for  murder,  and  an 
order  for  commitment,  we  have  seen  is  denied.  By  the  45lh 
tjeciion  p.  470,  if  it  ajipear  that  the  party  has  been  legally 
committed  for  any  criminal  offence,  we  are  required  to  let 
him  to  bail,  if  the  case  be  bailable.     But  so  far  we  have  no 
direction  as  to  what  case  shall  be  considered  bailable.    We 
are  left  under  the  restraints  which  I  have  noticed  as  existing 
before  the  statute.     Not  one  of  them  is  removed  by  it. 

Then  comes  section  50,  p.  47  1,  which  is  relied  on  by  the 
prisoner's  counsel.     I  briefly  noticed  this  in  proposing  the 
question  to  be  considered.     But  t!ie  prisoner  is  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  it  entire.     The  words  arc,  that  "  the  party  I 
brought  before  such  Court  or  olficer,  on  the  return  of  any  I 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  may  deny  any  of  the  material  facts  i 
set  fdrlh  in  the  return,  or  ullejc  any  fact  tn  s/imv  either 
that  his  imprisnnment  or  detention  is  nnhncftil,  or  t/iat  he 
is  entitled  to   his  discbarge,  which  allegations  or  denials 
bhall  be  on  oath  ;  and  thereupon  such  Court  or  officer  shall  j 
proceed   in  a  summary  way,  to  hear  such  allegations  and  j 
proofs  as  may  be  produced  in  support  of  such  imprisonment 
or  detention,  or  against  the  same,  and  to  dispose  of  such  i 
jjarty  as  the  justice  of  the  case  may  require.     Under  this 
statute,  the  prisoner's  counsel  claim  the  right  of  going  behind 
tlic  indictment,  and  proving  that  he  is  not  guilty  by  affidavit, 
as  he  may  by  oral  testimony  before  the  jurj'. 

We  have  already  shown  the  absurdity  of  such  a  propo- 
sition in  practice,  and  its  consequent  repudiation  by  the  Eng- 
Hsh  Criminal  Courts,  And  we  were  not  disposed  to  admit 
its  adoption  by  our  Legislature,  without  clear  words  or  neces- 
Bary  construction. 

We  think  its  object  entirely  plain  without  a  resort  to  the 
rules  of  construction.  Its  words  are  satisfied,  by  being  limited 
to  the  lawfulness  of  the  authority  under  which  the  prisoner  is 
detained,  without  being  extended  to  the  force  of  the  evidence 
\3pon  which  the  authority  was  exerted,  or  which  it  may  be 
in  the  prisoner's  [lower  to  adduce  at  the  trial.  This,  if  neces- 
sary, is  rendered  still  more  plain  by  considering  the  evil 
which  the  statute  was  intended  to  remedy. 

At  common  law,  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  prisoner 
could  question  the  truth  of  the  return,  or  overcome  it  by 
showing  extrinsic  matter,  upon  the  point  of  the  authority 
to  imprison.  The  statute  vi'as  parsed  to  obviate  the  oppres- 
sion which  might  sometimes  arise  from  the  necessity  of  hold- 
ing a  return  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  which  is  false,  in  fact, 
or,  if  true,  depending  for  its  validity  on  the  act  of  a  magis- 
trate or  Court  which  can  be  shown  l>y  proofs  allowed  to  have 
been  destitute  of  jurisdiction.  Watson's  case,  9  Adolph. 
and  Ellis,  731.  3  R.  S.  784,  5,  2d.  ed.  A  pp.  note. 

An  innocent  man  may  be,  and  sometimes  is  unfortunately 
imprisoned.  Yet  his  imprisonment  is  no  less  lawful  than 
if  he  were  guilty.  He  must  await  his  trial  before  a  jury. 
There  are  various  cases  in  which  the  enactment,  allowing 


proof  extrinsic  to  the  return,  may  have  efiect  without  sup- 
posing it  applicable  here.  It  must,  I  apprehend,  for  the  most 
part,  apply  to  cases  where  the  original  commitment  was  law- 
ful; but  in  consequence  of  the  happening  of  some  subse- 
quent event,  the  party  has  become  entitled  to  his  discharge 
as  if  he  be  conimilied  fill  he  pay  a  fine,  which  he  has  paid 
accordingly,  and  the  nturn  states  the  commiiment  only  ;  so 
after  conviction  he  may  allege  a  pardon,  or  that  the  judg- 
ment under  which  he  was  imprisoned  has  been  reversed. 
Nor  is  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  far  we  might  be  entitled 
to  go,  were  the  prisoner  in  custody  on  the  mere  examination 
and  warrant  of  a  committing  magistrate. 

But  it  is  said  we  have  power  to  direct  the  entry  of  a  nolle 
prosequi,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  look  into  the  merits  of  the 
case  with  a  view  to  decide  whether  it  lie  a  proper  one  for 
the  exercise  of  that  power.  'J'his  proposition  is  also  put  upon 
a  new  section  of  the  revised  statutes,  which  most  clearly 
gives  no  color  for  the  suggestion.  At  common  law  the  At- 
torney General  alone  possessed  this  power;  and  might,  under 
such  precautions  as  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  adopt,  discontinue 
a  criminal  prosecution  in  that  form  at  any  time  before  ver- 
dict. The  power  and  practice  under  it  are  laid  down  in  1 
Chit.  Cr.  Law,  478,  ed.  before  cited.  It  probably  remains 
unimpaired  in  the  Attorney  General  to  this  day ;  and  it  has 
been  by  several  statutes  delegated  to  District  attorneys,  who 
now  represent  the  Attorney  General  in  nearly  everything 
pertaining  to  indictments  and  other  criminal  proceedings 
local  to  their  respective  counties. 

The  Legislature  finding  the  povi'cr  in  so  many  hands,  and 
fearing  its  abuse,  by  the  2  R.  S.  609,  2d,  ed.  §  54,  pro- 
vided that  it  should  not  thereafter  be  lawful  for  any  District 
Attorney  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi  upon  any  indictment,  or 
in  any  other  way  discontinue  or  abandon  the  same  without 
leave  of  the  court  having  jurisdiction  to  try  the  ollence 
charged.  This  provision,  the  prisoner's  counsel  contended, 
so  enlaigrd  our  powers  that  we  might  arbitrarily  interfere  on 
the  prisoner's  affidavit  and  other  proofs  verifying  his  inno- 
cence or  even  on  grounds  of  national  policy  as  where  the 
prosecution  would  be  likely  to  affect  our  foreign  relations  un- 
favorably ;  and  that  too  in  despite  of  the  Attorney  General 
and  district  Attorney,  ('onceded  as  it  was,  that  before  the 
Revised  Statutes  we  had  no  power  to  give  such  direction, 
the  argument  seeks  to  draw  from  the  statute  giving  us  a  veto 
against  the  nolle  proseqvi  a  j)Ositive  power  to  compel  its 
entry.  Even  if  we  had  such  power,  the  argument  would  be 
quite  exlraoidinary.  It  demands  that  we  should  finally  dis- 
pose of  an  indictment  for  murder,  on  the  sort  of  evidencs 
by  which  we  are  guided  upon  a  motion  to  set  aside  a  default 
or  change  a  venue.  In  any  view  this  question  belongs  pri- 
marily to  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government, 

I  shall  have  occasion  to  inquire  hereafter  whether  these 
views  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  final  answer  to  this  appli- 
cation. That  will  depend  on  the  question  whether  facts 
stated  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  supposing  them  to  be  ad- 
missible at  all,  are  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the  jury 
only  ;  or  vfhelher,  as  counsel  have  insisted  with  great  zeal, 
they  are  such  as  to  divest  our  Criminal  Courts  of  all  juris- 
diction either  over  the  subject  matter  or  person  of  the  pri- 
soner. We  should,  as  we  thought  at  the  close  of  the  argu- 
ment, have  felt  ourselves  entirely  satisfied  to  dispose  of  the 
case  on  the  first  question,  without  looking  any  farther  into 
the  nature  of  the  transaction  out  of  which  this  indictment 
has  arisen.  But,  as  counsel  made  the  question  ofjurisdic- 
ti()n  their  main  topic,  we  preferred  to  reserve  the  case,  and 
have  looked  into  it  as  far  as  possible  during  a  very  short  va- 
cation, consistently  with  other  pressing  judicial  avocations. 
Want  of  jurisdiction  has  not  been  put  on  the  ground  that 
McLeod  was  a  foreigner.  An  alien,  in  wliatevcr  manner  he 
may  have  entered  our  territory,  is.  if  he  commit  a  crime 
while  here,  amenable  to  our  criminal  law.  Lord  Mansfield, 
in  Campbell  v.  Hall,  Cowp.  208.  Yattel,  B.  2.  ch,  8, 
§101-2.  Story's  Confl.  of  L.  518,  2d  ed.  Nay,  says  Locke, 
though  he  was  an  East  Indian,  and  never  heard  of  our  laws. 
On  Civ.  Gov.  B.  2,  ch.  2.  §  9, 

But  it  is  said  his  case  belongs  exclusively  to  the  forum  of 
nations,  by  which  counsel  mean  the  diplomatic  power  of  the 
United  States,  and  England,  or  in  the  event  of  their  disa- 
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gteement,  the  battle-field,  I  have  already  admitted  that 
coLinsi'l  may,  under  the  50th  section  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
act,  allege  and  prove  a  want  of  jurisdiction.  To  show  this 
the  affidavit  of  McLeod  is  produced,  from  which  the  infer- 
ence is  sought  to  be  raised  that  the  Niagara  frontier  was  in 
a  state  of  war  against  the  contiguous  province  of  Upper 
Canada  ;  that  the  homicide  was  committed  by  McLeod,  if 
at  all,  as  one  of  a  military  invading  expedition,  set  on  foot 
by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  destroy  the  boat  Caroline  ; 
that  he  was  a  Britisii  sul'ject ;  that  the  expedition  crossed 
our  boundary,  sought  the  Caroline  at  her  moorings  in 
Schlosser,  and  there  set  fire  to  and  burned  her,  and  killed 
Durfee,  one  of  our  citizens,  as  it  is  lawful  to  do  in  the  time 
of  war. 

We  need  not  stay  to  examine  the  conclusion,  viz  :  a  want 
of  jurisdiction,  if  the  premises  be  untrue.  To  warrant  the 
destruction  of  property  or  the  taking  of  life  on  the  ground 
of  public  war,  it  must  be  what  is  called  laivfid  -u-ar,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  a  thing  which  can  never  exist  without  the 
actual  concurrence  of  the  war-making  power.  This  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  is  Congress  :  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land the  Queen.  A  state  of  peace -and  the  continuance  of 
treaties  must  be  presumed  by  all  courts  of  justice  till  the 
contrary  be  shown ;  and  this  is  a  presumfitio  jui^is  et  de 
jure,  until  the  national  power  of  the  country  in  which  such 
courts  sit,  officially  declares  the  contrary.  A  learned  Eng- 
lish writer  on  the  Law  of  Nations  makes  this  remark.  (1 
Ward's  L.  of  Nations,  291.)  "  Although  I  am  aware  that 
there  is  a  great  authority  for  the  contrary  opinion,  yet  it  is 
upon  the  whole  settled  that  no  private  hostilities,  however 
general,  or  however  just,  will  constitute  what  is  called  a  le- 
gitimate and  public  state  of  war." 


such.  I  deny  that  public  war  in  this  sense  can  be  made  out 
by  affidavit  or  by  any  other  medium  of  proof  than  the  de- 
nunciation of  war  ly  one  or  both  of  the  two  nations  who 
arc  parties  to  it. 

There  are  but  three  sorts  of  war,  piiblic,  private,  and 
mi.rerl.  Grot.  B.  1,  ch.  3,  §  1 .  Private  war  is  unknown  in 
civil  society,  except  where  it  is  lawfully  exerted  by  way  of 
defence  between  private  persons.  To  constitute  a  public 
war,  at  least  two  nations  are  essential  parties,  in  their  cor- 
porate capacities.  Mixed  war  can  be  carried  on  only  between 
a  nation  on  one  side  and  private  individuals  on  the  other, — 
There  is  no  fourth  kind.     Grot,  ut  Supra. 

The  right  of  one  nation,  or  any  of  its  citizens,  to  invade 
another,  or  enter  on  it  and  do  any  harm  to  its  property  or 
citizens,  does  not  arise  till  public  war  be  lawfully  denounced 
in  some  form.  It  does  not  arise  where  one  nation  has  a 
quarrel  with  private  persons  being  within  the  territory  of 
another.  Whether  there  be  any  exception  to  this  rule,  I 
shall  hereafter  inquire. 

Much  was  said  in  argument  on  the  assumption  that  the 
state  of  hostilities  on  the  frontier  amounted  to  ttnsolemn 
ruar.  In  supposing  this  to  be  so,  counsel  came  back  to  the 
very  error  which  they  repudiated  in  more  general  terms.""  A 
war  is  none  the  less  public  or  Jiational  because  it  is  Jin- 
solemn.  All  national  wars  are  of  t-ivo  kinds,  and  two  only; 
war  by  pjiblic  declaration,  or  war  denounced  without  such 
declaration.  The  first  is  called  solemn  or  perfect  war,  be- 
cause it  is  general,  extending  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  both 
nations.  In  its  legal  consequences  it  sanctions  indiscrimi- 
nate hostility  on  both  sides,  whether  by  way  of  invasion  or 
defence.  The  second  is  called  unsolemn  or  impeifect  war, 
simply  because  it  is  not  made  upon  general,  but  special  de- 


So  far  indeed  has  my  Lord  Coke  carried  this  point,  that  \  claration.  The  ordinary  instance  isa  commission  of  reprisal 
if  all  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  England  were  to  make  j  limiting  the  action  of  the  nation  plaintifi',  to  particular  ob- 
war  with  another  country  in  league  with  it,  but  without  the  i  jects  and  purposes  against  the  nation  defendant 


assent  of  the  King,  there  still  would  be  no  breach  of  the 
league  between  the  two  countries,"  1  Bl,  Com.  267,  S.  P.  ] 
Again,  in  Blackburne  v.  Thompson  15  East.  81-9J.  Lord  ; 
Ellenborough,  Ch.  .L,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  said,  "  I  agree  with  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 


It  supposes  a  partial  grievance,  which  can  be  redressed  by 
a  corresponding  remedy  or  action  ;  and  does  not  authorize 
hostility  beyond  the  scope  of  the  special  authority  conferred. 
Such  are  several  of  the  instances  I  have  just  now  mentioned. 
But  they  are  no  less  instances  of  public  war.     The  attack 


in  the  case  of  the  Pelican,  (1  Ed.  Adm.  Append.  D.)  that  on  Copenhagen  was  mentioned  on  th-e  argument  as  an  in- 

it  belongs  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  determine  in  stance  of  unsolemn  war.     So  indeed  it  was.     The  British 

what  relation  of  peace  or  war  any  other  country  stands  to-  Admiral  had  a  deputation  from  the  war-making  power  of 

wards  it ;  and  that  it  would  be  unsafe  for  courts  of  justice  to  England  to  act  against  the  war-making  power  of  Denmark  ; 

take  upon  them  without  that  authority,  to  decide  upon  those  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  fleet,  and,  on  refusal, 

relations.     But  when  the  ciown  has  decided  upon  the  rela-  to  destroy  public  or  private  property,  or  take  life,  not  as  a 

tion  of  peace  or  war  in  which  another  country  stands  to  this,  punishment  of  private  otTenders,  but  to  coerce  the  nation. — 

there  is  an  end  of  the  question."  3  Camp.  60,  7  S.  C.  and  j  Why  was  the  attack  made?     Because  Denmaik  would  not 


surrender  her  navy  voluntarily;  and  there  was  danger  that 
France  would  take  it  cither  by  force  or  under  collusion  on 
the  side  of  Denmark. 

Those  who  were  in  arms  on  the  side  of  Denmark,  acted 


S.  P. 

So  far  were  the  two  governments  of  England  and  the 
United  States  from  being  in  a  state  of  war  when  the  Caro- 
line was  destroyed,  that  lioth  were  struggling  to  avoid  such 
a  turn  of  the  excitement  then  prevailing  on  the  frontier,  as  ;  not  in  their  own  right,  but  as  agents  of  the  nation  to  which 
might  furnish  the  least  occasion  for  war.  Both  had  long  j  they  were  subject.  Before  the  remotest  analogy  can  be  seen 
maintained  the  relations  of  national  amity  ;  and  have  done  ;  in  this  to  the  case  at  the  bar,  the  United  States  must  be 
60  ever  since  under  an  actual  treaty.  So  far  from  England  '  brought  in  and  made  defendant  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
fitting  out  a  warlike  expedition  against  the  United  States  or  '  It  will  be  seen,  I  trust,  by  this  time,  that  the  instance  dero- 
any  public  body,  she  utterly  disavows  any  such  object;  while  gates  not  in  the  least  from  the  distinction  that  runs  through 
on  our  side  we  have  inflicted  legal  punishment  on  the  leaders  all  the  writers  on  the  international  law,  viz  :  that  whether  to 
of  the  expedition  of  which  Durfee  made  a  part,  on  the  j  constitute  solemn  or  unsolemn  war,  the  authority  to  act  must 
ground  that  England  was  then  at  peace  with  us.  Whatever 
hostile  acts  she  did  were  aimed  exclusively  at  private  offend- 
ers ;  and  if  there  was  a  war  in  any  sense,  the  parties  were 
England  on  one  side  and  her  rebel  subjects  aided  by  certain 
citizens  of  our  own.  acting  in  their  private  capacities  and 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  this  government,  on  the  other. 

In  speaking  of  public  war,  I  mean  to  include  all  national 
wars,  whether  general  or  partial,  whether  publicly  declared 
or  carried  on  by  commissions,  such  as  letters  of  marque, 
military  orders,  or  any  other  authority  emanating  from  the 
executive  power  of  one  country  and  directed  against  the 
power  of  another;  whether  the  directions  relate  to  reprisals, 
-the  sieges  of  towns,  the  capture  or  destruction  of  private  or 
public  ships,  or  the  persons  or  property  of  private  men  be- 
longing to  the  adverse  nation.  I  mean  to  exclude  all  hos- 
.  tility  of  any  kind  not  having  for  its  avowed  object  the  exer- 
cise of  some  influence  or  control  over  the  adverse  nation  as 


emanate  from  the  war-making  power  on  one  side,  and  be 
intended  to  influence  that  power  on  the  other.  Action  un- 
der such  a  power  is  necessarily  a  collision  between  two  na- 
tions: and  answers  to  Grotius  definition,  viz:  "That  is  a 
public  war  which  is  made  on  each  side  by  the  authority  of 
the  civil  power.  B,  1  ch,  3,  §  1.  At  §  4,  he  divides  this  sort 
of  war  into  solemn  and  unsolemn,  of  which  latter  he  gives 
an  instance  B.  3  ch.  2,  §  2,  N.  3.  Vid.  also  2  Ruth.  p.  507 
and  548, 

The  distinction  has  been  followed  to  this  day,  though  the 
legal  character  of  unsolemn  war  has  since  been  changed, — 
"  Both,"  says  Rutherforth,  "  are  now  lawful.  I'he  only  real 
efTect  of  a  declaration  of  war  is.  that  it  makes  the  war  a  ge- 
neral one  ;  whilst  the  imperfect  sorts  of  war,"  such  as  re- 
prisals, or  acts  of  liostility,  are  partial  or  are  confined  to 
particidar  persons  or  things,  or  place.<;.  In  solemn  wars  all 
the  members  of  one  nation  act  against  the  other  under  a  ge- 
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Heral  commission ;  whereas  in  public  wars  which  are  not 
solemn,  those  members  of  one  nation  who  act  against  the 
frther,  act  under  particular  commissions."  Ruth.  b.  2,  ch. 
9.  §  18.     Vattel,  b.  3,  ch.  15. 

Both  sorts  of  war  are  lawful,  because  carried  on  under  the 
authority  of  a  power  having,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  right 
to  institute  them.  In  any  odier  war  no  belligerent  rights 
can  be  acquired.  All  captures,  all  destruction  of  property, 
must  be  illegal  ;  and  the  taking  of  life  a  crime.  Short  of 
this,  war  cannot  be  carried  into  an  enemy's  country,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  is  no  war  to  carry  there,  and  no 
enemy  against  whom  it  can  be  exerted.  The  nation  de- 
nouncing war  must  be  explicit.  "  This  makes  it,"  says 
Vattel,  "formal,  and  so  lawful."  "But  nothing  of  this 
kind,"  says  he,  "  is  the  case  in  an  informal,  illegitimate  war, 
which  is  more  properly  called  depredation.  A  nation  at- 
tacked by  enemies,  without  the  sanclion  of  a  public  war,  is 
not  under  any  obligation  to  observe  towards  them  the  rules 
of  formal  warfare.  She  may  treat  them  as  robbers."  Vattel, 
B.  3.  ch.  4,  §  68.  "  Such  unauthorized  volunteers  in  vio- 
lence," says  Blackstone,  "  are  not  ranked  among  open  ene- 
mies ;  but  are  treated  like  pirates  and  robbers." 

It  was  accordingly  conceded,  in  argument,  that  the  Cana- 
dian provincial  authorities  had  no  inherent  power  to  in- 
stitute a  public  war.  Vid.  2,  Ruth.  495-7-8.  We  were, 
however,  referred  to  Burlem.  Pt.  4.  ch.  3,  §  18-19,  to  show 
that  those  authorities  might  do  so  on  the  presumption  that 
their  sovereign  would  approve  the  step ;  and  that  such  ap- 
probation would  reHcct  back,  and  render  the  war  lawful  from 
the  beginning.  On  the  assumption  that  this  indirect  mode 
of  instituting  war  had  actually  been  resorted  to,  counsel 
again  bring  themselves  back  to  the  fundamental  error  which 
led  to  this  application.  No  one  would  deny  that  if  the  af- 
fair in  question  can  be  tortured  into  war  between  this  nation 
and  England,  the  United  States  might  take  possession  of 
McLcod  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  In  such  a  case, there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  this  motion.  But  admitting  the  rule 
of  Burlemaqui,  and  that  counsel  might,  by  the  aid  of  Eng- 
land, get  up  an  ex  post  cnplo  war  for  the  benefit  of  McLeod, 
this  cannot  be  done  by  an  eguivoqtie  ;  and  especially  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  language  of  Englind  herself. 

Neither  the  provincial  authorities  nor  the  sovereign  power 
of  either  country,  have,  to  this  day,  characterized  the  trans- 
action as  a  public  war,  actual  or  constrttctive.  They  never 
thought  of  its  being  one  or  the  other.  Both  have  spoken 
of  it  as  a  transaction  public  on  one  side,  to  be  sure,  but  both 
claimed  to  hold  fast  the  relations  of  peace.  Counsel  seem 
Id  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  a  nation  can  do  no  public 
forcible  wrong  without  its  being  at  war,  even  though  it  deny 
all  action  as  a  belligerent.  At  this  rate,  every  illegal  order 
to  search  a  ship,  or  enter  on  a  disputed  territory,  or  for  the 
recaption  of  national  property,  even  from  an  individual  if 
either  be  dono  vi  et  annis,  and  work  wrong  to  another  na- 
tion or  any  of  its  subjects,  would  be  public  war,  necessarily 
80,  though  the  actor  should  deny  all  purpose  of  war.  Were 
.  such  a  rule  once  admitted,  England  and  the  United  States 
can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  been  at  peace  since  the  Revolu- 
tion which  made  them  two  nations.  My  endeavor  has  been 
to  show  on  the  question  of  war  or  peace,  there  is  a  quo 
animo  of  nations,  by  which  we  are  bound. 

To  prevent  all  misunderstanding  in  the  progress  of  the 
argument,  it  is  proper  to  observe  farther,  that  an  act  of  ju- 
risdiction exerted  by  inferior  magistrates  civil  or  military,  for 
the  arrest  or  punishment  of  individuals,  is  not  public  -war 
of  either  kind.  So  long  as  the  act  is  kept  within  legal  com- 
pass, though  its  exertion  be  violent,  where  for  instance  the 
•object  is  to  suppress  a  riot,  quell  an  insurrection,  or  repel  the 
hostile  incursions  of  individuals,  it  is,  though  sustained  by 
a  soldiery  in  arms,  only  one  mode  of  enforcing  the  criminal 
law.  It  is  like  calling  out  the  militia  as  a  posse  comitatus 
to  aid  a  sherilf  who  is  resisted  in  the  execution  of  process. 
Force  becomes  lawful  where  the  laws  are  set  at  defiance. — 
We  see  this  in  the  frequent  resort  to  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army  by  the  English,  in  cases  of  dangerous  riots.  Vid.  Ruth. 
B.  2,  ch.  9,  sec.  9.  Such  a  state  of  things,  there,  confers, 
no  right  to  act  offensively  against  individuals  who  reside  or 
sojourn  in  the  neighboring  territory.     Should  they  be  pur- 


sued and  arrested,  or  killed,  the  act  would  be  a  naked  usur- 
pation of  authority,  like  the  sherilf  of  one  county  going  into 
another  to  execute  process.  "  If,"  says  Rutherford,  b.  2, 
ch.  9,  sec.  9,  "  the  magistrate,  in  any  instance,  use  even  the 
force  with  which  he  is  entrusted  in  any  other  manner,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  than  is  warranted  by  his  appointment, 
this,  as  it  is  his  own  act,  and  not  the  act  of  the  public,  can- 
not be  called  a  public  war." 

Sensible  that  all  pretence  of  belligerent  right  was  wanting, 
it  is  therefore,  in  the  first  view,  a  laicfnl  act  of  inascistracy , 
that  the  case  was  sought  to  be  put  by  Mr.  Fox,  both  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Webster.  I  take  the  words  of 
his  last  letter,  written  after  the  question  had  been  deliberate- 
ly considered  by  his  government: — "The  grounds  upon 
which  the  British  Government  make  this  demand  "  (the 
surrender  of  McLeod,)  are  these  :  "  that  the  transaction  on 
account  of  which  Mr.  McLeod  has  been  arrested,  and  is  to 
be  put  upon  his  trial,  was  a  transaction  of  a  public  charac- 
ter, planned  and  executed  by  persons  duly  empowered  by 
Her  Majesty's  colonial  authority,  to  take  any  steps  and  to 
do  any  acts  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Her 
Majesty's  territories  and  for  the  protection  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects:  and  that  consequently,  these  subjects  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty who  engaged  in  that  transaction  were  performing  an 
act  of  public  duty,  for  which  they  cannot  be  made  person- 
ally  and  individually  answerable  to  the  laws  and  tribunals 
of  any  foreign  country."  In  the  same  letter  he  re-states  the 
opinion  of  his  government  that  "  it  was  a  Justifiable  em- 
ployment of  force  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  British 
territory  from  the  unprovoked  attack  of  a  band  of  British 
rebels  and  American  pirates." 

If  this  view  of  the  transaction  can  be  sustained,  it  was  law- 
ful ab  initio.  It  required  the  Royal  recognition  to  render  it 
national.  It  came  within  the  power  which  the  Canadian 
authorities  held  from  England  to  act  in  her  place  and  stead. 
So  long  as  they  confined  themselves  within  the  territorial  line 
of  Canada,  they  were  doing  no  more  than  the  nature  of  their 
connexion  with  England  required ;  sustaining  that  absolute 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  which  she  is  entitled  with  every 
other  nation.  Whether  they  had  power,  without  pretence 
of  being  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  United  States,  or  could 
derive  power  from  England,  to  fit  out  an  expedition,  cross 
the  line,  and  seize  or  destroy  the  property  and  persons  of 
our  citizens  in  this  country,  and  whether  any  one  acting 
under  such  an  assumption  of  power,  can  be  protected,  is  quite 
a  different  question. 

One  decisive  test  would  be  furnished  by  admitting  that 
Durfee  had  committed  a  crime  against  England,  for  which 
he  was  liable  to  arrest  and  trial  in  Canada.  None  would 
pretend  that  any  warrant  from  the  English  nation  could  be 
used  to  protect  one  of  her  officers  from  an  action  of  false  im- 
prisonment, if  he  had  merely  arrested  the  offender  on  this 
side  of  the  line.  No  one  would  pretend  that  a  military  order 
and  the  addition  of  the  ■Queen's  soldiers  and  sailors  would, 
in  such  case,  strengthen  a  plea  of  justification  ;  nor  would 
the  subsequent  approval  of  the  nation. 

This  would  have  no  greater  cfi'ect  than  the  original  au- 
thority ;  accordingly  it  was  not  pretended  on  the  argument 
I  that  England  had  any  right  whatever  to  send  and  arrest 
I  Durfee  as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  The  pretence  that  she  had 
any  such  right  would  have  been  too  absurd  to  bear  the  name 
I  of  argument.     Nor  is  it  pretended  that  her  magistrates,  civil 
or  military,  had  any  power  within  our  territory  to  seize  and 
bind  him  over  to  keep  the  peace  towards  England  or  her 
subjects.     "  We  cannot,"  says   Vattel,  b.   2,  ch.  7,   §  93. 
"  enter  the  territory  of  a  nation  in  pursuit  of  a  criminal,  and 
take  him  from  thence. 

"This  is  what  is  called  a  violation  of  territory  ;  and  there 
is  nothing  more  generally  acknowledged  as  an  injury  that 
ought  to  be  repelled  by  every  State  that  would  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  oppressed." 

The  rule  is  too  familiar,  even  as  between  the  Stales  of 
this  confederacy,  to  require  that  it  should  be  insisted  on  at 
largo. 

But  the  civil  war  which  England  was  prosecuting  against 
various  individuals,  was  insisted  on  as  a  ground  of  protec- 
tion ;  and  I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  strongest  possible  color 
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for  the  extraordinary  right  claimed,  is  to  be  derived  from 
taking  the  United  States  to  stand  in  the  attitude  of  a  neutral 
nation  with  respect  to  two  parlies  engaged  in  actual  war; 
England  on  one  side,  and  Van  Rensselaer,  Durfee  and  their 
associated  assailants  on  the  other.  'J'his  is  what  Groiius 
calls  mixed  ivar,  being,  as  he  says,  "  that  which  is  made  on 
one  side  l>y  public  authority,  and  on  the  other  by  mere 
private  persons."  B.  1,  ch.  13,  §  1.  Rutherford  retains  the 
same  distinction  under  the  same  name,  in  characterizing  a 
contest  between  a  nation  as  such,  and  its  external  enemies, 
coming  in  the  form  of  pirates  or  robbers ;  associates,  he  says, 
who  act  together  occasionally  and  are  not  united  into  civil 
society.     Ruth.  b.  2  ch.  9,  §  9. 

The  several  invasions  of  England  by  Perkin,  Warbeck 
and  Lord  Herise,  mentioned  in  1  Hal.  P.  C.  164,  the  former 
of  which  is  also  noticed  in  Calvin's  case,  7  Co.  Rep.  11-12, 
are  instances  of  such  a  war;  the  books  saying  that  in  Eng- 
land such  offenders  must  be  tried  by  martial  law,  for  a  rea- 
son which  I  shall  hereafter  consider.  Let  Durfee,  then,  be 
regarded  as  England's  enemy,  who  has,  with  Wells,  the  boat 
owner  and  his  boat,  taken  shelter  in  the  neutral  territory  of 
the  United  States.  Had  England  any  right  to  follow  him 
therel  None,  say  the  books,  not  even  in  the  heat  of  contest, 
had  he  been  an  enemy  pursued  and  flying  for  shelter  across 
the  line.  IKent's  Com.  119-20.  Independently  of  fresh 
pursuit,  no  writer  on  the  law  of  nations  ever  ventured  the 
assertion  that  one  or  two  belligerents  can  lawfully  do  any 
hostile  act  against  another,  upon  neutral  ground. 

If  it  be  not  a  plain  deduction  from  common  sense,  yet  on 
principles  in  which  publicists  agree,  all  rightful  power  to 
harm  the  person  or  property  of  any  one  dropped  from  the 
hands  of  McLeod  and  his  associates  the  moment  they  entered 
a  country  with  which  their  sovereign  was  at  peace.  No  ex- 
ception can  be  made  consistently  with  national  safety.  Make 
it  in  favor  of  the  subordinate  civil  authorities  of  a  neighbor- 
ing state,  and  your  territory  is  open  to  its  constables;  in 
favor  of  their  military,  you  let  in  its  soldiery ;  in  favor  of  its 
sovereign,  and  you  are  a  slave.  Allow  him  to  talk  of  the 
acts  and  machinations  of  our  citizens,  and  send  over  his 
soldiers  on  the  principle  of  protection,  to  burn  the  property 
or  take  the  lives  of  the  supposed  offenders,  and  you  give  up 
to  the  midnight  assault  of  exasperated  strangers  the  dwelling 
and  life  of  every  inhabitant  on  the  frontier,  whom  they  may 
suspect  of  a  disposition  to  aid  their  enemies.  Never,  since 
the  treaty  of  1783,  had  England,  in  time  of  peace  with  us, 
any  more  right  to  attack  an  enemy  at  Schlosser,  than  would 
the  French  have  at  London  in  time  of  peace  with  England. 

"  The  full  domain,"  says  Vattel,  "  is  necessarily  a  peculiar 
and  executive  right.  The  general  domain  of  a  nation  is  full 
and  absolute;  since  there  exists  no  authority  upon  earth  by 
which  it  can  be  limited  ;  it  therefore  excludes  all  right  on  the 
part  of  foreigners."  B.  2.  ch.  7,  §  79.  The  same  writer 
defines  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  within  that  domain.  "  The 
sovereignty  united  to  the  domain,  establishes  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  nation  in  her  territories.  It  is  her  province  to  exercise 
justice  in  all  places  under  her  jurisdiction  ;  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  crimes  committed,  and  the  differences  that  arise 
in  the  country."  Id.  §  84.  "  It  is  unlawful,"  says  the 
same  writer,  "  to  attack  an  enemy  in  a  neutral  country,  or 
to  commit  in  it  any  other  act  of  hostility."  A  mere  claim  of 
territory,"  says  Sir  WiUiam  Scott,  a  British  judge  of  admi- 
ralty, "  is  undoubtedly  very  high,  when  the  fact  is  establish- 
ed it  overrules  every  other  consideration."  In  the  Vrow, 
Anna  Catharine,  5  Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  20-1.  And  he  refused 
to  recognize  a  right  of  capturing  an  enemy's  ship  within  a 
marine  league  of  our  coast.  The  Anna  La  Porte,  id.  33?. 
"  We  only  exercise  the  rights  of  war  in  our  own  territory," 
says  Bynkershock, "  or  in  the  enemy's  or  in  a  territory  which 
belongs  to  no  one. — Quest.  Jur.  Pub.  b  1,  ch.  8. 

"  There  is  no  exception,"  says  Chancellor  Kent,  "  to  the 
rule  that  every  voluntary  entrance  into  neutral  territory 
with  hostile  purposes  is  absolutelj'  unlawful."  1  Kent's 
Com.  1 1 8,  4th  ed.  "  The  jurisdiction  of  courts,"  says  Mar- 
shall Ch.  J.,  "  is  a  branch  of  that  which  is  possessed  by  the 
nation  as  an  independent  sovereign  power.  The  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  nation  within  its  own  territory  is  necessarily  ex- 
clusive and  absolute.    It  is  susceptible  of  no  limitation  not 


imposed  by  itself;  any  restrictions  derived  from  an  external 
source  would  imply  a  diminution  of  its  sovereignty  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  restriction,  and  an  investment  of  that  sovereignty 
to  the  same  extent  in  that  power  which  could  impose  such 
restriction."  That  these  are  not  rules  of  yesterday;  but 
have  formed  a  part  of  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations  for 
nearly  two  thousand  years,  may  be  seen  in  Grotius,  b.  3,  ch. 
4,  §  8,  N.  2.  He  says  we  may  not  kill  or  hurt  an  enemy 
in  a  country  at  peace  with  us.  "And  this  proceeds  not 
from  any  privilege  attached  to  their  persons ;  but  from  the 
right  of  that  prince  in  whose  domains  they  are.  For  all 
civil  societies  may  ordain  that  no  violence  be  offered  to  any 
one  in  their  territories  but  by  a  proceeding  in  a  judicial  way, 
as  we  have  proved  out  of  Euripides. 

"  If  you  can  charge  these  guests  with  an  offence,  do  it, 
by  law,  forbear  all  violence."  But  in  courts  of  justice  the 
merit  of  the  person  is  considered,  and  this  promiscuous  pur- 
pose of  hurting  each  other  ceases.  Livy  relates  that  seven 
Carthaginian  Galleys  rode  into  a  port  belonging  to  Syphax, 
who,  at  that  time,  was  at  peace  both  with  the  Carthagenians 
and  Romans ;  and  that  Scipio  came  that  way  with  two  Gal- 
leys. These  might  have  been  seized  by  the  Carthagenians, 
before  they  had  entered  the  port,  but  being  forced  by  a  strong 
wind  into  the  harbor,  before  the  Carthagenians  could  weigh 
anchor,  they  durst  not  assault  them  in  the  King's  haven. — 
Several  more  modern  instances  of  a  like  character  are  stated 
by  Molloy  de  .Tur.  Mar.  b.  1,  ch.  1,  §  16.  It  is  said  to  be  a 
rule  of  the  modern  law  of  nations,  that  not  only  must  the 
parlies  refrain  fram  hostilities  while  in  a  neutral  port;  but 
should  one  set  sail,  the  other  must  not,  till  24  hours  after. — 
Marcus'  L.  of  Nations,  b.  8,  ch.  6,  note.  And  a  doctrine 
about  as  strong  was  laid  down  by  Sir  William  Scott,  in  the 
case  of  the  Twee  Gebroeders,  3  Rob.  Adm.  Rep.  162. 

To  apply  these  authorities  :  The  affidavit  of  McLeod  sug- 
gests that  Durfee  had,  on  the  day  before  he  was  killed,  aid- 
ed in  transporting  military  stores  to  Navy  Island,  and  surmi- 
ses that  he  intended  to  continue  the  practice.  I  put  it  again 
that  the  war,  if  any,  was  by  England  against  him  and  his 
associates — not  against  the  United  States.  But  what  right, 
I  again  ask,  had  she  to  pursue  him  into  a  territory  at  peace] 
That  she  had  none  I  have  shown  from  her  own  judge  sitting 
in  the  forum  of  nations,  from  one  of  our  judges  sitting  in  the 
like  forum,  from  authoritative  publicists,  and  from  all  anti- 
quity. I  have  shown  that  even  punic  faith  felt  itself  bound 
to  let  an  enemy  go  free  whom  it  accidentally  met  on  neu- 
tral ground.  Within  the  territory  of  a  nation  at  peace,  all 
belligerent  power,  all  belligerent  right,  is  paralyzed.  They 
have  passed  from  the  dominion  of  arms  to  that  of  law.  "No 
violence  can  be  offered,"  says  Grotius,  "  but  you  must  pro- 
ceed in  a  judicial  way."  The  only  offence  against  our  law 
which  Durfee  had  committed,  was  in  setting  on  foot  a  hos- 
tile expedition  against  England,  with  whom  we  were  at 
peace. 

So  far  I  admit  he  was  guilty  according  to  the  sugges- 
tion in  McLeod's  affidavit.  He  had  made  himself  a  princi- 
pal in  the  aggression  of  McKenzie  and  others  ;  for  there  are 
no  accessories  in  misdemeanor.  The  courts  were  open. — 
Why  did  not  England  prefer  her  complaint?  Was  it  com- 
petent for  her  to  allege  that  our  justice  was  too  mild  or  too 
tardy,  and  therefore  substitute  the  fire  brand  and  musket? — 
To  admit  such  a  right  of  interference  on  any  ground  or  in 
any  way,  says  Marshall,  would  be  a  proportional  diminu- 
tion of  our  own  sovereignty,  of  which  judical  power  makes 
a  part.  "  The  Law  of  Nations,"  says  Rutherford,  "  is  not 
the  only  measure  of  what  is  right  or  wrong  in  the  intercourse 
of  nations  with  each  other.  Every  nation  has  a  right  to  de- 
termine by  positive  law  upon  what  occasions,  for  what  pur- 
poses, and  in  what  numbers,  foreigners  shall  be  allowed  to 
come  within  its  territories.  Ruth.  b.  2,  ch.  9,  §  6  ;  Vattel, 
b.  2,  ch.  7,  §  94. 

It  follows  from  the  authorities  cited,  that  a  right  to  carry 
on  mixed  war  never  extends  into  the  territory  of  a  nation  at 
peace.  It  can  be  exercised  on  the  high  seas  only,  or  in  a 
territory  which  is  vacant  and  belonging  to  nobody.  It  is  in 
modern  law  confined  mainly  to  the  case  of  pirates.  But 
even  these  cannot  be  arrested  Ln  the  territory  of  a  foreign  na- 
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tion  at  peace  with  the  sovereign  of  the  arresting  ship,  Molloy 
de  Jur.  Mar.  b.  1,  ch.  1,16, 

Adniitling  then  that  England  might  protect  a  man  against 
our  jurisdiction  by  saying  he  did  a  jjublic  act  under  her  au- 
ihoriiy,  does  it  not  behoove  lier  at  jca^t  to  show  that  she  was 
acting  within  the  limits  of  her  own  jurisdiction,  especially 
where  she  has  prescribed  ihem  to  herseU?  thall  her  decla- 
ration serve  to  deprive  ns  of  power  where  she  is  exceeding 
her  own  1  And  this  brings  one  to  inquire  whether  the  trans- 
action in  question  be  such  as  any  national  right  so  far  ex- 
amined can  sanction.  She  puts  herself,  as  we  have  seen,  on 
the  law  of  defence  and  necessity  ;  and  nothing  is  better  de- 
fined nor  more  familiar  in  any  system  of  jurispiudence,  than 
the  juncture  of  circumstances  wliich  can  alone  tolerate  the 
action  of  that  law.  A  force  which  the  defended  has  aright 
to  resist  must  itself  be  within  striking  distance.  It  must  be 
menacing,  and  apparently  able  to  inflict  physical  injury  un- 
less prevented  by  the  resistance  which  he  opposes.  The 
rights  of  self-defence  and  the  defence  of  others  standing  in 
certain  relations  to  the  defender,  depend  on  the  same  ground, 
at  least  they  are  limited  by  the  same  principle. 

It  will  be  sufficient,  therefore,  to  inquire  of  the  right  so 
far  as  it  is  strictly  personal.  All  writers  concur  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Blaclvstone,  (3  Com.  4,)  that,  to  warrant  its  exer- 
tion at  all,  the  defender  must  be  forcibly  assaulted.  He  may 
then  repel  force  by  force,  because  he  cannot  say  to  what 
length  of  rapine  or  cruelly  the  outrage  may  be  carried,  un- 
less it  were  admissible  to  oppose  one  violence  with  another. 
-"  But,"  he  adds,  "care  must  be  taken  that  the  resistance  does 
Jiot  exceed  the  bounds  of  mere  defence  and  prevention;  for 
,then  the  defender  would  himself  become  the  aggressor. — 
The  condition  upon  which  the  right  is  thus  placed,  and  the 
limits  to  which  its  exercise  is  confined  by  this  eminent  writer, 
is  enough  of  itself,  when  compared  with  McLeod's  aflidavit, 
to  destroy  all  color  for  saying  the  case  is  within  that  condi- 
tion. 

The  Caroline  was  not  in  the  act  of  making  an  assault  on 
the  Canada  shore  ;  she  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  one; 
ehe  had  returned  from  her  visit  to  Navy  Island,  and  was 
moored  in  our  own  waters  for  the  night.  Instead  of  meeting 
her  at  the  line  and  repelling  force  by  force,  the  prisoner  and 
his  associates  came  out  under  orders  to  seek  her  wherever  they 
could  find  her,  and  were  in  fact  obliged  to  sail  half  the  width 
of  the  Niagara  river,  after  they  had  entered  our  territory,  in 
order  to  reach  the  boat.  They  were  the  assailants:  and  their 
attack  might  have  been  legally  repelled  by  Durfee  even  to 
the  destruction  of  their  lives.  The  case  made  by  the  affida- 
vit is  in  principle  this:  a  man  believes  that  his  neighbor  is 
preparing  to  do  him  a  personal  injury.  He  goes  half  a  mile 
to  his  house,  breaks  the  door  and  kills  him  in  his  bed  at 
midnight. 

On  being  arraigned,  he  cites  the  law  of  nature;  and  tells 
us  that  he  was  attacked  by  his  neighbor,  and  slev?  him  on 
the  principle  of  mere  defence  and  prevention  ;  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  plea,  /or  an  assault  demesne;  '■  he  made  an  as- 
sault upon  me,  and  wot^ld  then  and  there  have  beat  me,  had 
I  not  immediately  defended  myself  against  him ,  wherefore 
I  did  then  and  there  defend  myself  as  I  lawfully  might  for 
the  cause  aforesaid ;  and  in  doing  so  did  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably beat  hirin,  doing  him  on  such  occasion  no  unne- 
cessary damage.  And  if  any  damage  happened,  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  his  assault  and  my  necessary  defence." 

"  To  excuse  homicide  in  self  defence,"  says  another  Eng- 
lish writer,  "  the  act  niiist  not  be  premeditated.  He  must 
first  retreat  as  far  as  he  safely  can,  to  avoid  the  violence 
threatened  by  the  party  whom  he  is  obliged  to  kill.  'I'hc  re- 
treat must  be  with  an  honest  intention  to  escape  ;  and  he 
must  flee  as  far  as  he  conveniently  can  by  reason  of  some 
impediment,  or  as  far  as  the  fierceness  of  his  assault  will  per- 
mit him,  and  then  in  his  defence,  he  may  kill  his  adversary." 
1  Russ.  on  Cr.  .')44. 

Such  is  the  law  of  mixed  war,  on  neutral  ground.  The 
books  cited  are  treating  of  no  narrow  technical  rule  peculiar 
to  the  common  law ;  but  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
the  same  every  where,  of  such  paramount  price  as  no  muni- 
cipal or  international  law  could  ever  overcome ;  and  intelli- 
gible to  every  living  soul!     It  is  easily  applied  both  as  be- 


tween individuals  in  civil  society  and  nations  at  peace.  Pass- 
ing the  boundaries  of  strict  x\o\.  fancied  necessity,  the  remedy 
lies  in  suit  by  the  Slate  or  citizen  whose  rights  have  been 
violated,  or  by  demanding  the  person  of  the  mischievous 
fugitive  who  has  broken  the  criminal  law  of  a  foreign  sover- 
eign. Accordingly,  Pufendorf,  after  considering  the  rights 
of  private  war  in  a  state  of  nature,  adds:  "  But  we  must  by 
no  means  allow  an  equal  liberty  to  the  members  of  civil 
States.  For  here,  if  the  adversary  be  a  foreigner,  we  may 
resist  and  repel  him  any  way  at  the  instant  when  he  comes 
violently  upon  us.  But  we  cannot  without  the  sovereign's 
command,  either  assault  him  whilst  his  mischief  is  only  in 
machination,  or  revenge  ourselves  upon  him  after  he  has 
performed  the  injury  against  us."  Puf  b.  2,  ch.  5,  §  7. — 
The  sovereign's  command  must,  as  we  have  seen,  in  order 
to  warrant  such  conduct  in  his  subject,  be  a  denunciation 
of  war. 

England,  then,  could  legally  impart  no  protection  to  her 
subjects  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  either 
as  a  party  to  any  war,  to  any  act  of  public  jurisdiction  exer- 
cised by  way  of  defence,  or  sending  her  servants  into  a  terri- 
tory at  peace.  That  her  act  was  one  of  mere  arbitrary  usur- 
pation, was  not  denied  on  the  argument;  nor  has  this,  that 
I  am  aware,  been  denied  by  any  one  except  England  herself. 
I  should  not,  therefore,  have  examined  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action to  any  considerable  extent,  had  it  not  been  necessary 
to  see  whether  it  was  of  a  character  belonging  to  the  law  of 
war  or  peace.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  it  belongs  to  the  latter: 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  except  a  body  of  men,  with- 
out color  of  authority,  bearing  muskets  and  doing  the  deed 
of  arson  and  death  ;  that  it  is  impossible  even  for  diplomatic 
ingenuity  to  make  it  a  case  of  legitimate  war,  or  that  it  can 
plausibly  claim  to  come  within  any  law  of  war,  public, 
private  or  mixed.  Even  the  British  Minister  is  too  just  to 
call  it  war;  the  British  Government  do  not  pretend  it  was 
war. 

The  result  is  that  the  fitting  out  of  the  expedition  was  an 
unwarrantalile  act  of  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the  provincial 
government  of  Canada  over  our  own  citizens.  The  move- 
ments of  the  boat  had  been  hatched  by  the  Canadian  au- 
thorities from  the  opposite  shore.  She  had  been  seen  to  visit 
Navy  Island  the  day  before.  Those  authorities,  being  con- 
vinced of  her  delinquency,  sentenced  her  to  be  burned  ;  an. 
act  which  all  concerned  knew  would  seriously  endanger  the 
lives  of  our  citizens.  The  sentence  was,  therefore,  equivalent 
to  a  judgment  of  death ;  and  a  body  of  soldiers  were  sent 
to  do  the  "office  of  executioners. 

Looking  at  the  case  independently  of  British  power,  no 
one  could  hesitate  in  assigning  the  proper  character  to  such 
a  transaction.  The  parties  concerned  having  acted  entirely 
beyond  their  territorial  or  magisterial  power,  are  treated  by 
the  law  as  individuals  proceeding  on  their  own  responsibility. 
If  they  have  burned,  it  is  arson  ;  if  a  man  has  been  killed, 
it  is  murder. 

This  brings  us  to  the  great  question  in  the  cause.  We 
have  seen  that  a  capital  offence  was  committed  within  our 
territory  in  time  of  peace ;  and  the  remaining  inquiry  is 
whether  England  has  placed  the  offenders  alx)vc  the  law  and 
beyond  our  jurisdiction,  by  ratifying  and  approving  such  a 
crime.  It  is  due  to  her  in  the  first  place,  to  deny  that  it  has 
been  so  ratified  and  approved.  She  has  approved  a  public 
act  of  legitimate  defence,  only.  She  cannot  change  the  na- 
ture of  things.  She  cannot  turn  that  into  lawful  war  which 
was  murder  in  time  of  peace.  She  may,  in  that  way,  justify 
the  offender  as  between  him  and  his  own  govorn:nent.  She 
cannot  bind  foreign  courts  of  justice  by  insisting  that  what 
in  the  eye  of  the  whole  world  was  a  deliberate  and  prepared 
attack,  must  be  protected  by  the  law  of  self  defence. 

In  the  second  place,  I  deny  that  she  can  in  time  of  peace, 
send  her  men  into  our  territory,  and  render  them  impervious 
to  our  laws  by  embodying  them  and  putting  arms  in  their 
hands.  She  may  declare  war  if  she  claim  the  benefit  of 
peace,  as  both  nations  have  done  in  this  instance,  the  mo- 
ment any  of  her  citizens  enter  our  territory,  Ihcy  are  as  com- 
pletely obnoxious  to  punishment  by  our  laws,  as  if  they  had 
been  born  and  always  resided  in  this  country. 

I  will  not,  therefore,  dispute  the  construction  which  coun- 
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sel  put  upon  the  language  or  the  acts  of  England.  To  test 
the  law  of  the  transaction,  I  will  concede  that  she  had  by 
act  of  Parliament  conferred  all  the  power  which  can  be  con- 
tended for  in  behalf  of  the  Canadian  authorities,  as  far  ns 
she  could  do  so.  That,  rei.iting  the  dnnger  from  piratical 
steamboats,  she  had  authorized  any  colonel  of  her  army  or 
militia,  on  suspecting  that  a  boat  lying  in  our  waters  intend- 
ed illegally  to  assault  the  Canada  shore,  to  send  a  file  of 
soldiers  in  the  day  or  night  time,  burn  the  boat  and  destroy 
the  lives  of  the  crew.  That  such  a  statute  should  be  exe- 
cuted ;  but  that  one  of  the  soldiers  failing  to  make  his  escape 
should  be  arrested,  and  plead  the  act  of  Parliament.  Such 
an  act  would  operate  well,  I  admit,  at  Chippewa,  and  until 
the  men  had  reached  the  thread  of  the  Niagara  river.  It 
would  be  an  impenetrable  shield  till  they  should  cross  the 
line  of  that  country  where  Parliament  have  jurisdiction. 
Beyond,  I  need  not  say  it  must  be  considered  as  waste  paper. 
Even  a  subsequent  statute  ratifying  and  approving  the  ori- 
ginal authority  could  add  nothing  to  the  protection  proffered 
by  the  first.  It  would  be  but  the  junction  of  two  nullities. 
So  says  Mr.  Locke,  (on  Gov.  B.  2,  ch.  1 9,  §  239,)  of  a  king 
even  in  his  own  dominions:  " In  whatsoever  he  has  no  au- 
thority there  he  is  jio  king;  and  may  be  resisted ;  for  where- 
soever the  authority  ceases,  the  kiiig'  ceases  too,  and  be- 
comes like  other  men  who  have  no  authority."  I  shall  not 
cite  books  to  show  that  the  Queen  of  England  has  no  au- 
thority in  this  State  in  a  time  of  peace. 

I  will  suppose  a  stronger  case ;  that  England  being  at  war 
with  France,  should  by  statute  or  by  order  of  the  queen, 
authorize  her  soldiery  to  enter  our  territorj'  and  make  war 
upon  such  French  residents  as  might  be  plotting  any  mis- 
chief against  her.  Could  one  of  her  soldiers,  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  a  French  citizen,  plead  such  a  statute  or  order 
in  bar  ?  If  he  could  not  as  a  stanger  and  sojourner  in  our 
land,  I  need  not  inquire  whether  the  same  measures  of  pro- 
tection be  due  to  Durfee  our  fellow-citizen. 

"The  laws  of  no  nation,"  says  rilr.  Justice  Story,  "can 
justly  extend  beyond  its  own  territories  except  so  far  as  re- 
gards its  own  citizens.  They  can  have  no  firce  to  control 
the  sovereignty  or  rights  of  any  other  nation  within  its  own 
jurisdiction.  It  would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  our 
revenue  officers  werov  authorized  to  enter  into  any  foreign 
ports  and  territories  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  vessels  which 
had  offended  against  our  laws."  The  Appollon,  9  Wheat. 
Rep.  362,  371.  He  has  examined  the  question  at  large  in 
his  book  on  the  conflict  of  laws,  ch.  2,  §  17  to  22,  p.  19  of 
2d.  ed.  The  result  is  that  no  nation  is  found  to  respect  the 
laws  or  executive  acts  of  any  foreign  government  intended 
to  control  or  protect  its  citizens  while  temporarily  or  perma- 
nently out  of  their  own  country,  until  it  first  declare  war. 
Its  citizens  are  then  subject  to  the  laws  of  war.  Till  that 
comes,  they  are  absolutely  bound  by  the  laws  of  peace. 
While  this  prevails,  a  foreign  executive  declaration  saying, 
"  My  subject  has  offended  against  your  criminal  laws.  I  avow 
this  act.  Punish  me;  but  impute  nothing  to  him,"  is  a  nul- 
lity. 

As  well  might  a  nation  send  a  company  of  soldiers  to 
contract  debts  here,  and  forbid  them  to  be  sued,  saying, "  The 
debt  was  on  my  account,  discharge  my  men,  and  charge  it 
over  against  me  !"  Indeed  it  was  urged  on  the  argument 
that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Fox  had  taken  away  the  remedy  of 
Wells  the  boat  owner,  by  an  action  of  trespass  against 
McLeod  for  burning  the  boat.  This  action  having  it  seems 
been  settled,  counsel  resorted  to  it  as  an  illustrative  case. — 
Another  action  brought  against  him  for  shooting  a  horse  on 
the  same  occasion,  it  was  said  is  also  defeated  by  the  same 
principle.  Counsel  spoke  as  if  Schlosser  had  undergone  a 
sack,  and  its  booty  had  become  matter  of  belligerent  right 
in  the  soldiery.  Surely,  the  imagination  of  counsel  must 
have  been  heated.  It  seems  necessary  to  remind  them  again 
and  again,  even  in  affirmance  of  their  own  admission,  that 
we  are  sitting  to  administer  the  laws  of  a  country  which 
was  at  peace  with  England  when  she  sent  in  her  soldiery. 

If  they  mean  that  the  approval  and  demand  in  Mr.  Fox's 
letter,  should,  under  the  law  of  peace,  have  the  sweeping 
effect  which  is  claimed  for  it,  they  are  bound  to  show  that 
the  royal  mandate  improves  by  importation.  The  queen  has 


no  power  at  home  to  take  away  or  suspend,  for  a  moment, 
the  jurisdiction  of  her  own  Courts,  Nor  would  a  command 
to  discharge  any  man  without  trial  who  should  be  suspected 
of  having  murdered  her  meanest  subject,  be  deemed  a  venial 
error.  It  is  justly  a  source  of  Briton's  pride,  that  the  law 
by  which  his  life  and  properly  are  protected  cannot  be  sus- 
pended even  by  his  monarch ;  that  the  sword  of  Justice  is 
holden  by  her  own  independent  ministers,  as  a  defence  for 
those  who  do  well ;  but  constantly  threatening,  and  ready 
to  descend  upon  the  violator  of  proper!}'  or  personal  safety, 
as  the  instrument  of  a  municipal  law  which  knows  not  of 
any  distinction  between  the  throne  and  the  cottage;  a  law 
constantly  struggling,  in  theory  at  least,  to  attain  a  perfection 
that  shall  bring  all  on  earth  to  do  it  reverence  ;  "the  greatest 
as  fearing  its  power,  and  the  least  as  not  unworthy  of  its 
care."     That  case  is  our  own. 

Much  was  said  on  the  argument  about  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  treating  soldiers  as  criminals,  who,  it  was  insisted, 
are  obliged  to  obey  their  sovereign.  The  rule  is  the  same 
in  respect  to  the  soldier  as  it  is  with  regard  to  any  other 
agent  who  is  bound  to  obey  the  process  or  command  of  his 
superior.  A  sheriff  is  obliged  to  prosecute  a  man  who  is 
regularly  sentenced  to  capital  execution  in  this  Slate.  But 
should  he  execute  a  man  in  Canada  under  such  sentence  he 
would  be  a  nmrderer.  A  soldier,  in  time  of  war  between 
us  and  England,  might  be  compelled  by  an  order  from  our 
Government,  to  enter  Canada  and  fight  against  and  kill  her 
soldiers.  But  should  Congress  pass  a  statute  compelling 
him  to  do  so  on  any  imaginable  exigency,  or  under  any 
penalty,  in  time  of  peace,  if  he  should  obey  and  kill  a  man, 
he  would  be  guilty  of  murder. 

The  mistake  is  in  supposing  that  a  sovereign  can  compel  a 
man  to  go  into  a  neighboring  country,  whether  in  peace,  or 
war,  and  do  a  deed  of  infamy.  This  is  exemplified  in  the 
case  of  spies.  A  sovereign  may  solicit  and  brilie,  but  he 
cannot  command.  A  thousand  commands  would  not  save 
the  neck  of  a  spy,  should  he  be  caught  in  the  camp  of  the 
enemy.  Vattel,  b.  7,  ch.  10,  sec.  179.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  a  soldier  is  bound  to  do  any  act  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  at  the  bidding  of  his  prince — Vattel,  b.  1, 
ch.  4,  sec.  .'53-4,  id.  h.  3,  ch.  2,  sec.  15,  Grot.  b.  2,  ch.  26, 
sec.  3,  n.  2  and  3.  Puf.  b.  8,  ch.  1,  sec.  6-7.  But  if  he  were, 
he  must  endure  the  evil  of  living  under  a  sovereign,  who. 
will  issue  such  commands.  It  does  not  follow  that  neigh- 
boring countries  must  submit  to  be  infected  with  incen- 
diaries and  assassins  because  men  are  obnoxious  to  punish- 
ment in  their  own  country,  for  being  desirous  to  go  through 
life  with  bloodless  hands  and  a  quiet  conscience. 

The  Parisians  thought  themselves  bound  to  obey  Charles 
IX,  when  he  ordered  them  to  massacre  the  Hugenots.  Sup- 
pose they  had  observed  a  similar  order  to  massacre  the  Hu- 
genots in  England,  would  such  an  order  have  been  deemed 
a  valid  plea  on  one  of  them  being  arraigned  in  the  Queen's 
Bench?  It  might  have  been  pleaded  to  an  accusation  of 
murder  in  France — it  would  have  been  good  as  between  the 
criminal  and  his  sovereign  ;  but  hardly,  I  suspect,  have  been 
deemed  so  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  Judges.  The  simjjle  rea- 
son would  have  been  that  Charles  IX,  had  no  jurisdiction 
in  England.  He  might  have  threatened  the  government  and 
declared  war,  if  such  a  meritorious  servant,  a  defender  of  the 
church,  should  not  be  liberated  by  the  Judges.  But  there 
is  no  legal  principle  on  which  the  decrees  of  foreign  courts 
or  the  legislator  of  foreign  Parliaments  could  have  ousted 
the  judges  of  jurisdiction. 

Charles  might  have  ordered  his  minister  to  call  the  mas- 
sacre a  public  act,  planned  and  executed  by  himself,  ho 
having  aiitltority  to  defend  and  protect  his  established 
church;  and  demanded  a  release  of  the  man.  All  this  would 
have  added  no  force  to  the  plea.  Neither  Elizabeth  herself, 
nor  any  of  ihe  Tudors,  arbitrary  as  the  government  of  Eng- 
land, was,  would  have  had  power  directly  to  take  away  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  judges.  Coke,  with  a  law  book  in  his 
hand  could  have  baffled  the  sceptre  within  its  own  territorial 
jurisdiction.  It  should,  in  justice  be  remarked,  that  one,  the 
governor  of  Bayonne,  and  many  of  his  companions  in  arms 
refused  to  co-operate  in  the  massacre  at  home,  and  were  ne- 
ver punished  for  disobedience.  He  replied  to  the  King,  that 
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he  had  sounded  his  garrison,  and  found  many  brave  soldiers 
amon^  them,  but  not  a  single  executioner.  Suppose  a  prince 
should  command  a  soldier  to  commit  adullery,  incest  or  per- 
jury ;  the  prince  goes  beyond  tiis  constitutional  power;  and 
has  no  more  right  to  expect  obedience  than  a  corporal  who 
should  summarily  issue  his  wariant  for  the  execution  of  a 
soldier.     Vid.  liurl.  L.  of  Nature,  Vol.  1,  pt.  2,  ch.  11,  §  8. 

Every  political  and  civil  power  has  its  legal  limits.  The 
autocrat  may  indeed  take  the  lives  of  his  own  subjects,  for 
disobeying  the  most  arbitrary  commands  ;  but  even  his  be- 
hests cannot  impart  protection  to  the  merest  slave  as  against  a 
foreign  government.  Public  war  itself  has  jurisdictional 
limits.  Even  that,  in  its  pursuit  after  a  flying  enemy,  is,  we 
have  seen,  arrested  by  the  line  of  a  country  at  peace.  Be- 
sides the  limit  which  territory  thus  imposes,  there  are  also, 
even  in  general  war,  other  jurisdictional  restraints,  as  there 
are  in  courts  of  justice.  An  order,  emanating  from  one  of 
the  hostile  sovereigns,  will  not  jusitfy  to  the  other  every  kind 
of  perfidy.  The  case  of  spies  has  been  already  mentioned. 
An  emissary  sent  into  a  camp  with  orders  to  corrupt  the  ad- 
verse general,  or  bribe  the  soldiery,  would  stand  justified  to 
his  immediate  sovereign.  Vattel,  b.  3,  ch.  10,  sec.  181  ; 
though  even  he  could  not  legally  punish  a  refusal.  In  res- 
pect to  the  enemy,  the  orders  would  be  an  obvious  excess 
of  jurisdiction.  The  emissaries  sent  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
in  1781,  to  seduce  the  soldier  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  Americans,  were  condemned  and 
immediately  executed.  4  Marsh.  Life  of  Wash,  o66,  1st 
ed.  Entering  the  adverse  camp  to  receive  the  treacherous 
proposition  of  tlie  general  is  an  offence  much  more  venial. 
It  is  even  called  lawful  in  every  sense,  as  between  the  sove- 
reign and  employee.  Vattel,  b.  3,  ch.  lO,  §  191.  Yet,  in  the 
case  of  Major  Andre,  an  order  to  do  so  was,  as  between  the 
two  hostile  countries,  held  to  be  an  excess  of  jurisdiction. 

These  cases  are  much  stronger  than  any  which  can, be 
supposed  between  nations  at  peace.  In  time  of  peace,  every 
citizen,  while  within  his  own  territory,  has  a  double  right  to 
suppose  himself  secure ;  the  legal  inviolability  of  that  terri- 
tory, and  the  solemn  pledge  of  the  foreign  sovereignty. 

The  distinction  that  an  act  valid  as  to  one  may  be  void  as 
to  another,  is  entirely  familiar.  A  man  who  orders  another 
to  commit  a  trespass,  or  approves  of  a  trespass  already  com- 
mitted for  his  benefit,  may  be  found  to  protect  his  servant, 
while  it  would  take  nothing  from  the  liability  of  the  servant 
to  the  party  injured.  As  to  him,  it  could  merely  have  the 
effect  of  adding  another  defendant,  who  might  be  made 
jointly  or  severally  liable  with  the  actual  wrong-doer.  A 
case  in  point  is  mentioned  by  Vattel,  b.  3,  ch.  2,  §  15.  If 
one  sovereign  order  his  recruiting  officer  to  make  enlistments 
in  the  dominion  of  another,  in  time  of  peace  between  them, 
the  officer  shall  be  hanged  notwithstanding  the  order,  and 
war  may  also  be  declared  against  the  offending  sovereign. 
Vid.  a  like  instance  id.  b.  1,  ch.  6,  §  75. 

What  is  the  most  legal  effect  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  ap- 
proving of  the  crime  his  subject  committed  in  a  neighboring 
territory  1  The  approval,  as  we  have  already  in  part  seen, 
can  take  nothing  from  the  criminality  of  the  principal  of- 
fender. Whatever  obligation  his  nation  may  be  under  to 
save  him  harmless,  this  can  be  absolutely  done  only  on  the 
condition  that  he  confine  himself  within  her  territory.  Vat- 
tel, b.  2  ch,  6,  §  74.  Then,  by  refusing  to  make  satisfac- 
tion, to  furnish,  or  to  deliver  him  up,  on  demand  from  the 
injured  country,  or  by  approving  the  offence,  the  nation, 
says  Vattel,  becomes  an  accomplice,  id.  §  7G.  Blackstone 
says,  an  accomplice  or  abettor.  4  Com.  68  ;  and  Rutherford, 
still  more  nearly  in  the  language  of  the  English  law,  an  ac- 
cessory after  the  fact,  b.  2,  ch.  9,  §  12.  No  book  supposes 
that  such  an  act  merges  the  original  offence,  or  renders  it 
imputable  to  the  nation  alone.  The  only  exception  lies  in 
the  case  of  a  crime  committed  by  an  ambassador.  Not  be- 
cause he  is  guiltless,  but  by  reason  of  the  necessity  that  he 
should  be  privileged,  and  the  extra-territorial  character  which 
the  law  of  nations  has,  therefore,  attached  to  his  person. — 
Hence,  say  the  books,  he  can  be  proceeded  against  no  other- 
wise than  by  a  complaint  to  his  own  nation,  which  will  make 
itself  a  party  on  his  crime,  if  it  refuse  either  to  punish  him 


by  its  authority  or  deliver  him  up  to  be  punished  by  the  of- 
fended nation.  Ruth.  b.  2,  ch.  9,  §  20. 

Independently  of  this  exception,  therefore,  Ruther-fbrd  in- 
sists, with  entire  accuracy,  that,  "  as  far  as  we  concur  in. 
what  another  man  does,  so  far,  the  act  is  our  own ;  and  the 
effects  of  it  are  chargeable  on  us  as  well  as  upon  him." — 
Ruth.  b.  1.  ch.  17,  §  6.  A  nation  is  but  a  moral  entity; 
and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  no  more  wipe  oat  tlie  of- 
fence of  another  by  adopting  it,  than  could  a  natural  person. 
And  the  learned  writer  just  cited  accordingly  treats  both 
ca.ses  as  standing  on  the  same  principle.  B.  2,  ch,  9,  §  12. 
"  Nothing  is  more  usual,"  says  Puffendorf,  "than  that  every 
particular  accomplice  in  a  crime,  be  made  to  suffer  all  that 
the  law  inflicts."  B,  3,  ch.  1,  §  5.  Vattel  says  of  such  a 
case,  b.  2,  ch.  6,  §  75,  "  If  the  offended  State  have  the  of- 
fenders in  her  power,  she  may,  without  scruple,  punish  him. 
Again,  if  he  have  escaped  and  relumed  to  his  own  country, 
he  may  apply  for  justice  to  his  sovereign,  who  ought,  under 
some  circumstances,  to  deliver  him  up  — id.  §  76.  Again, 
he  says,  she  may  take  satisfaction  for  the  offence  herself 
when  she  meets  with  the  dehnquent  in  her  own  territories." 
B.  4,  ch.  4,  §  52.  I  before  cited  two  instances  in  which 
positive  orders  by  his  sovereign  to  commit  a  crime  are  dis- 
tinctly held  to  render  both  the  nation  and  its  subjects  ob- 
noxious to  punishment,  Vattel,  b,  3,  ch.  2,  §  15;  id.  b. 
1,  ch.  6,  §  75;  vid,  also  1  Burl.  pt.  2,  ch.  11,  §  10. 

Was  it  ever  suggested  by  any  one  before  the  case  of 
McLeod  arose,  that  the  approval  by  a  monarch  should  oust 
civil  jurisdiction  or  even  so  much  as  mitigate  the  criminal 
offence  ;  nay,  that  the  coalition  of  great  power  with  great 
crime  does  not  render  it  more  dangerous,  and  therefore  more 
worthy  of  punishment  under  every  law  by  which  the  perpe- 
trators can  be  reached  ! 

Could  approbation  and  avowal  have  saved  the  unhappy 
Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  where  would  have  been  the  civil  ju- 
risdiction of  Elizabeth's  commissioners  T  The  very  charge 
of  an  attempt  by  Mary  to  dethrone  and  assassinate  the  Uri- 
tish  Queen  implied  the  approbation  and  active  concurrence 
of  one  crowned  head  at  least.  Could  the  criminal  have  been 
saved  by  any  such  considerations,  the  enterprise  might  truly 
have  been  avowed  as  one  which  had  been  planned  by  the 
leading  governments  of  Catholic  Europe. 

The  Pope  then,  having  at  least  some  pretensions  to  juris- 
diction, even  in  England,  had  openly  approved  it  under  his- 
seal.  The  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris  was  a  party  relied 
upon  to  follow  up  the  event  with  an  invasion.  Would' 
James,  the  son  of  the  accused,  have  hesitated  to  join  in  the 
avowal,  could  he  have  been  instrumental  in  saving  the  life 
of  his  mother  1  Yet  the  principle  v^ras  not  thought  of  in. 
the  whole  course  of  that  extraordinary  affair,  Mary  openly 
avowed  her  general  treason  as  a  measure  of  defence  and  pro- 
tection to  herself,  though  she  denied  all  participation  in  the 
plot  to  assassinate  Elizabeth.  Yet  the  only  ground  taken 
was,  the  technical  one  (nor  the  less  valid  because  technical), 
that  the  accused  was  personally  privileged  as  a  monarch,  and 
could  not  be  tried  under  the  English  law  which  required  a. 
jury  composed  of  her  peers. 

It  was  added  that  she  came  into  the  kingdom  under  the 
law  of  nations,  and  had  enjoyed  no  protection  from  the  Eng- 
lish law,  having  been  continually  kept  as  a  prisoner.  Vide 
the  case  stated  and  examined  in  the  right  of  international 
law,  2  Ward's  L,  of  Nations,  564.  No  one  pretended  that 
her  approbation,  or  that  of  a  thousand  monarchs  could  have 
reflected  any  degree  of  exemption  from  judicial  cognizance,, 
upon  the  alien  servants  in  her  employment. 

Such  a  principle  would  have  filled  England  with  an  army 
in  time  of  peace,  disguised  as  Jesuits ;  for  the  bigotry  of 
monarchs  would  at  this  day,  have  led  them  to  avow  any 
system  of  pernicious  espionage  which  could  have  served  the 
puiposcs  of  the  Pope  by  executing  his  Bull  of  excommuni- 
cation against  Elizabeth, 

Canada  again  being  disturbed,  and  our  citizens  aiding  the 
revolt  by  boats,  provisions,  or  money,  the  purposes  of  Eng- 
land would  certainly  require  such  conduct  to  be  put  down 
at  all  events.  Adopt  the  principle  that  she  may  by  avowal 
protect  her  soldiery  who  steal  upon  our  citizens  at  midnight, 
from  all  punishment  at  the  common  bw,  and  before  yots. 
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could  get  even  a  remonstrance  from  Washington,  your  whole 
frontier  might  he  made  a  tabvla  ra:a.  No.  Before  England 
can  lawfully  send  a  single  soldier  for  hostile  purposes  she 
must  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  public  war. 

Her  own  interests  demanding  the  application  of  the  rule, 
she  perfectly  understands  its  force.  What  regard  have  her 
courts  ever  paid  to  the  voice  of  the  public  authority  on  this 
side  of  the  line,  when  it  sought  to  cover  even  territory  to 
■which  the  United  States  denies  her  title  ?  The  mere  act  of 
taking  a  census  in  the  disputed  territory  under  the  authority 
of  Maine,  was  severely  punished  by  the  English  municipal 
magistrates.  Had  a  posse  of  constables  or  a  company  of 
militia  bearing  muskets  been  sent  to  aid  the  censor,  in  what 
book  or  in  what  usage  could  she  have  found  that  this  would 
divest  her  courts  of  jurisdiction,  and  put  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James  to  a  remedy  by  remonstrance  of  war  ?  Had  the 
posse  been  arrested  by  her  sheriff,  and  in  mere  defence  had 
killed  him,  and  this  nation  had,  after  some  two  or  three  years, 
avowed  the  act,  would  she  have  thought  of  conceding  that 
in  the  meantime,  all  power  of  her  courts  over  the  homicides 
had  been  suspended,  or  finally  withdrawn  ? 

But  it  is  said  of  the  case  at  bar,  here  is  more  than  a  mere 
approval  by  the  adverse  government ;  that  an  explanation 
has  been  demanded  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Bri- 
tish Ambassador,  has  insisted  on  McLeod's  release,  and 
counsel  claim  for  the  joint  diplomacy  of  the  United  States 
and  England  some  such  effect  upon  the  power  of  this  court 
as  a  certiorari  from  us  would  have  upon  a  county  court  of 
general  sessions.  It  was  spoken  of  as  incompatible  with  a 
judicial  proceeding  against  McLeod  in  this  State  ;  as  a  suit 
actually  pending  between  the  two  nations,  wherein  the  ac- 
tion of  the  general  government  comes  in  collision  with  and 
supersedes  our  own. 

To  such  an  objection  the  answer  is  quite  obvious.  Diplo- 
macy is  not  a  judicial  executive  function  :  and  the  objection 
would  come  with  the  same  force  whether  it  were  urged 
against  proceeding  in  a  court  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States.  Whether  an  actual  exertion  of  the  treaty-making 
power,  by  the  President  and  Senate,  or  any  power  delegated 
to  Congress  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  would  work  the 
consequences  contended  for,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  in- 
quire; whether  the  Executive  of  the  nation,  (supposing  the 
case  to  belong  to  the  national  court,)  or  the  Executive  of 
this  State  might  not  pardon  the  prisoner,  or  direct  a  nolle 
prosequi  to  be  entered,  are  considerations  witli  which  we 
have  nothing  to  do. 

The  Executive  power  is  a  constitutional  department  in  ! 
this,  as  in  every  well  organized  government,  entirely  distinct 
from  the  judicial.   And  that  would  be  so,  were  the  National 
Government  blotted  out,  and  the  State  of  New  York  left  to  ' 
take  its  place  as  an  independent  nation. 

Not  only  are  our  constitutions  entirely  explicit  in  leaving  ; 
the  trial  of  crimes  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  judiciary;  ■ 
but  neither  in  the  nature  of  things,  nor  in  sound  policy,  can  : 
it  be  confined  to  the  Executive  power.     That  can  never  act  I 
upon  the  individual  offender;  but  only  by  requisition  on  the 
foreign  government ;  and  in  the  instances  before  us,  it  has 
no  power  even  to  inquire  whether  it  be  true  that  McLeod 
has  personally  violated  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State.     It 
has  charge  of  the  question  in  its  national  aspect  only.     It 
must  rely  on  accidental  information  and  may  place  the  whole 
question  on  diplomatic  considerations.     These  may  be  en- 
tirely wide  either  of  the  fact  or  the  law  as  it  stands  between 
this  State  and  the  accused.     The  whole  may  turn  on  ques- 
tions of  national  honor,  national  strength^  the  comparative 
value  of  national  intercourse,  or  even  a  point  of  etiquette. 

Upon  the  principle  contended  for,  every  accusation  which 
has  been  drawn  in  question  by  the  executive  power  of  two 
nations,  can  be  adjusted  by  negotiation  or  war  only.  The 
individual  accused  must  go  free,  no  matter  to  what  extent 
his  case  may  have  been  misapprehended  by  either  power. — 
No  matter  how  criminal  he  may  have  been,  if  his  country, 
though  acting  on  false  representations  of  the  case,  may  have 
been  led  to  approve  of  the  transaction  and  negotiate  con- 
cerning it,  the  demands  of  criminal  justice  are  at  an  end. 

Under  circumstances  the  executive  power  might  in  the 
exercise  of  its  discretion,  be  bound  to  disregard  a  venial  of- 
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fence  as  no  breach  of  treaty  which  the  judiciary  would  be 
obliged  to  punish  as  a  breach  of  international  law.  Sup- 
pose some  of  our  citizens  to  attack  the  British  power  in 
Canada,  and  the  Queen's  soldiers  to  follow  the  heat  of  re- 
pelling them  by  crossing  the  line  and  arresting  the  offenders, 
doing  no  damage  to  any  one  not  actually  engaged  in  the 
conflict.  The  line  being  absolutely  impassable  in  law  for 
hostile  purposes,  the  arrest  on  this  side  vi'ould  be  a  technical 
false  imprisonment,  for  which  we  should  be  bound  to  con- 
vict the  soldiers,  if  arrested  here ;  while  the  executive  power 
might  overlook  the  intrusion  as  an  accidental  and  innocent 
violation  of  t(?Tritory.     Vattel,  b.  4,  ch.  4,  §  43. 

I  forbear  now  to  notice  particularly  some  of  the  legal  paS' 
sages  and  cases  which  were  referred  to  b}'  the  prisoner's 
counsel  in  the  course  of  his  argument ;  not  for  the  reason 
that  I  have  omitted  to  examine  them,  but  because  I  consider 
them  inapplicable  under  the  views  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to 
take  of  the  prisoner's  case.  They  were  principally  of  three- 
classes  :  First,  passages  from  books  on  the  law  of  nations 
as  to  what  is  public  war  and  the  protection  due  to  soldiers 
while  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  such  a  war  by  their 
sovereign  against  a  public  enemy  ;  secondly,  the  general  ob- 
ligations of  obedience  as  between  him  and  his  sovereign,- 
whether  in  peace  or  war;  and  thirdly,  cases  from  our  own 
books  relative  to  the  conflicting  power  of  the  General  and' 
State  Governments.  The  case  of  Elphinstone  v.  Bcdree- 
chund,  1  Knapp's  Rep.  316,  related  to  the  breach  of  an  ac- 
tual military  capitulation  entered  into  during  an  acknow- 
ledged public  war  between  England  and  one  of  the  petty 
sovereignties  of  India. 

In  considering  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  I  have  also  for- 
borne to  notice  that  branch  of  the  affidavit  which  sets  up  an? 
alibi.  McLeod's  counsel  very  properly  omitted  to  insist  on 
it  as  at  all  strengthening  the  claim  of  privilege.  Indeed  he 
said  the  clause  was  put  in  merely  by  way  of  potestando.  If 
it  was  inserted  with  the  intention  of  having  it  taken  as  true 
upon  this  motion,  that  alone  would  destroy  all  pretence  for 
any  objection  to  our  jurisdiction. 

His  surrender  was  demanded  upon  the  hypothesis  that  he 
was  acting  under  public  authority.  If  in  truth  he  was  not, 
or  was  not  acting  at  all,  he  enjoys,  according  to  his  own  con- 
cession no  greater  privilege  than  any  other  man.  The  es- 
sential circumstance  relied  on  as  going  to  the  question  of 
jurisdiction,  turns  out  to  be  fictitious  ;  and  the  argument! 
must  be  that  we  have  no  power  to  try  the  question  of  alibi. 
On  that  and  every  other  lawful  ground  of  defence  he  will  he 
heard  by  counsel  on  his  trial. 

It  is  proper-  to  add,  that  if  the  matterg  urged  in  argument 
could  have  any  legal  effect  in  favor  of  the  prisoner,  I  should' 
feel  entirely  clear  that  they  would  be  of  a  nature  available 
before  the  jury  only.  And  that  according  to  the  settled  rules 
of  proceeding  on  Habeas  Corpus,  we  should  have  no  power 
ever  to  consider  them  as  a  ground  for  discharging  the  prison- 
er. I  took  occasion  to  show  in  the  outset  that  in  no  view 
can  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution  or  the  defence  be  here 
examined,  independently  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and 
I  entertain  no  doubt  that  whenever  an  indictment  for  a  mur- 
der committed  within  our  territory  is  found,  and  the  accused 
is  arrested,  these  circumstances  give  complete  jurisdiction. 

I  know  it  is  stated  by  the  English  books,  that  even  in  s 
case  of  mixed  war,  viz :  a  hostile  invasion  of  England  by 
private  persons,  the  common  law  courts  have  not  jurisdiction. 
It  was  so  held  in  Perken  Warbeck's  case.  He  was  punish- 
ed with  death  by  sentence  of  the  constable  and  marshal,  who 
it  is  said  in  Calvin's  case,  7  Co.  Rep.  11,  12,  had  exclusive 
jurisdiction.  Dy.  145,  a  S.  P.  1  Curw.  Hawk.  ch.  2,  §  1, 
p.  9.  But  that  rests  on  a  distribution  of  judicial  power 
entirely  unknown  to  this  state  or  this  nation.  The  court  of 
the  constable  and  marshal  seems  to  have  had  an  ancient 
right,  not  very  well  defined  by  the  common  law,  of  trying 
all  military  offences  by  the  stat.  R.  2,  ch.  2  (vide  2  Pick  St. 
at  Large,  p.  3 10,)  which  was  passed  to  settle  conflicting  claim* 
of  jurisdiction  between  that  and  the  ordinary  courts,  vide 
also  3  Inst.  48.  The  whole  is  obviously  inapplicable  to 
this  country  ;  and  is  pretty  much  obsolete  in  England,  It 
never  can  have  been  held  in  England  or  any  country,  that 
where  a  common  law  Court  is  proceeding  on  indictment  for 
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a  common  law  offence  against  one  arrested  and  brought  be- 
fore it,  a  mere  suggestion  by  affidavit  that  the  offence  im- 
puted pertains  to  deeds  of  arms,  eiiher  in  a  public  or  mixed 
war  shall  take  away  power  to  iry  whether  the  prisoner  be 
guilty  or  not  of  the  charge  contained  in  the  indictment. 

All  homicide  is  presumed  to  be  malicious,  and  therefore, 
murder,  until  the  contrary  aji|)ejr  upon  evidence.  "The 
matter  of  fact,"  says  Foster,  "  viz  :  whether  the  facts  alleged 
by  way  of  justificrttion,  exercise,  or  alleviation,  are  true,  is 
the  proper  and  only  province  of  the  jury."  Lawful  defence 
by  an  individual,  (still  recognized,  it  seems,  hy  the  law  of 
nature  under  the  name  of  private  war,  Grot,  b,  l,ch.  o,§  2,) 
is  one  instance.  Fo.-ler,  273.  'J'hat  he  acted  in  right  of  i 
a  nation,  or  under  public  authority,  is  no  more  than  matter  j 
of  justification.  It  is  like  the  case  mentioned  in  Foster,  265; 
the  public  execution  of  malefactors;  and  the  jury  must  judge  1 
whether  the  authority  may  not  have  been  exceeded.  But  ' 
more,  when  either  public  or  mixed  war  is  alleged  in  mitiga- 
tion, either  allegation  may  be  fictitious;  and  it  shall  be  put 
to  the  jury,  on  the  proper  evidence  whether  it  existed  or  not. 
The  reason  is  plain,  says  Lord  Hale,  for  the  war  may  be 
begun  by  tlie  foreign  prince  only,  where  it  is  pXiblic ;  and  he 
supposes  it  still  plainer  where  the  war  is  between  the  kind 
and  an  invading  alien  being  the  subject  of  a  nation  with 
whom  the  king  is  at  peace.  1  Hal.  p.  6,  163.  The  same 
writer  puts  the  case  of  plunder  or  robbery  by  an  enemy, 
tempiis  belli,  which  would  not  in  general  be  burglary.  Yet 
he  admits  it  might  be  otherwise  if  the  act  were  not  done  in 
the  regular  prosecution  of  the  war,  id.  565. 

Suppose  a  prisoner  of  war  to  escape,  and  that  on  his  way 
home,  and  before  he  crosses  the  line,  he  should  set  fire  to  a 
farm  house  in  the  night  and  kill  the  inmates  ;  is  there  a  doubt 
that  he  might  properly  be  convicted  either  of  arson  or  murder] 
When  a  grand  jury  have  charged  that  a  man  has  committed 
murder  in  this  state,  I  can  imagine  no  case,  whether  the 
charge  relate  to  the  time  of  open  public  war  or  peace,  in 
which  he  can  claim  exemption  from  trial.  If  he  show  that 
he  was  in  truth  acting  as  a  soldier  in  time  of  public  war,  the 
jury  will  acquit  him.  The  judge  will  direct  them  to  obey 
the  law  of  nations,  which  is  undoubtedly  a  part  of  the  com- 
mon law.  So  if  the  accused  were  acting  in  defence  against 
an  individual  invader  of  his  country.  But  above  all  things  is 
it  important  in  the  latter  case,  for  the  jury  to  inquire  whether 
his  allegation  of  defence  be  not  false  or  colorable. 

They  cannot  allow  as  an  act  of  defence,  the  wilful  pursu- 
ing even  such  an  enemy,  though  dictated  by  sovereign  au- 
thority into  a  country  of  peace  with  the  sovereign  of  the  ac- 
cused, seeking  out  that  enemy  and  taking  his  life.  Such 
indeed,  can  be  nothing  but  an  act  of  vengeance.  It  can  be 
nothing,  but  a  violation  of  territory,  a  violation  of  the  muni- 
cipal law,  the  faith  of  treaties  and  the  law  of  nations.  The 
government  of  the  accused  may  approve,  diplomacy  may 
glow,  but  a  jury  can  only  inquire  whether  he  was  a  party  to 
the  deed,  or  to  any  act  of  illegal  violence,  which  he  knew 
would  probably  endanger  human  life.  If  satisfied  that  he 
was  not,  as  I  sincerely  hope  they  may  be,  upon  the  evidence 
in  the  case  before  us,  they  will  then  have  the  pleasant  duty 
to  perform  of  pronouncing  him  not  guilty.  But  whatever 
may  be  their  conclusion,  we  feel  the  utmost  confidence  that 
the  prisoner,  though  a  foreigner,  will  have  no  just  cause  to 
complain  that  he  has  suffered  wrong  at  the  hands  of  an 
American  jury. 

At  our  hands  the  prisoner  had  a  right  to  require  an  answer 
upon  the  facts  presented  by  his  papers,  whether  in  law  he 
can  properly  be  holdcn  to  a  trial.  We  have  had  the  choice 
but  to  examine  and  pronounce  upon  the  legal  character  of 
those  facts,  in  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  bearing 
they  might  have  on  the  novel  and  important  question  sub- 
mitted. That  examination  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  have  no  povi'cr  to  discharge  the  prisoner. 

He  must,  therefore,  be  remanded,  to  take  his  trial  in  the 
ordinary  forms  of  law.  ' 


DcatU  of  It  Hero* 

Gen.  Samuel  Dale,  one  of  the  bravest  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  South  West,  died  at  his  residence  in  Lauderdale  County, 
Mississippi,  on  the  23d  of  April.  A  writer  in  the  Natchez 
Free  Trader,  relates  the  following  incidents  in  his  life: 

"As  a  scout— a  pilot  to  the  emigrants  who  blazed  the 
first  path  through  the  Creek  nation,  from  Georgia  to  the 
Tombigbee,  with  arms  in  their  hands ;  and  subsequently,  as 
a  spy  among  the  Spaniards  at  Pensacola,  and  as  a  partisan 
officer  during  the  most  sanguinary  epochs  of  the  late  war — 
present  at  every  butchery — remarkable  for  '  hair  breadth 
'scapes  ;'  for  caution  and  coolness  in  desperate  emergencies; 
for  exhibitions  of  gigantic  personal  strength,  and  undaunted 
moral  courage — his  story  is  studded  over  with  spirit-stirring 
incidents,  unsurpassed  by  any  thing  in  legend  or  history. 

His  celebrated  CaHoe;?i;A?,  where,  unaided,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  .Alabama,  then  in  its  spring  flood,  he  fought  seven 
warriors  with  clubbed  rifles,  and  killed  them  all,  and  rowed 
to  shore  with  the  corpse  of  his  last  antagonist  under  his  feet 
would  be  thought  fabulous,  if  it  had  not  been  witnessed  by 
twenty  soldiers  standing  near  the  bank,  who  not  having  a 
boat,  could  render  him  no  assistance.  Some  years  before,  he 
was  attacked  by  two  warriors,  who  shouted  their  war-whoop 
as  he  was  kneeling  down  to  drink,  and  made  at  him  with 
their  tomahawks.  He  knifed  them  both,  and  though  bleed- 
ing from  five  wounds,  he  retraced  their  trail  nine  miles,  crept 
stealthily  to  their  camp,  brained  three  sleeping  warriors,  and 
cut  the  thongs  o-f  a  female  prisoner,  who  lay  by  their  side. 
"While  in  this  act,  however,  a  fourth  sprang  upon  him  from 
behind  a  log.  Taken  at  such  disadvantage,  and  exhausted 
by  the  loss  of  blood,  he  sank  under  the  serpent-grasp  of  the 
savage,  who,  with  a  yell  of  triumph,  drew  his  knife,  and  in 
a  few  moments  would  have  closed  the  contest.  At  that  ift- 
stant,  however,  the  woman  drove  a  tomahawk  deep  into  the 
head  of  (he  Indian,  and  thus  preserved  the  Mfe  of  her  de- 
liverer." 


In  Her  own    Sllkg« 


Miss  Charlotte  Mitchell,  of  Georgia,  appeared  on  her  wed- 
ding day  dressed  entirely  in  silk  of  her  own  manufacture — 
cap,  gloves,  stockings  and  dress— eq,ual  to  the  best  pongee. 


Atlvaiitages  of  Railroads' 

The  railroad  facilities  in  New  Jersey  are  beginning  to  ap- 
pear and  will  daily  increase.  The  immense  supply  of  beans, 
peas,  and  other  vegetables  which  reach  this  city  and  Phila- 
delphia via  railroad,  is  incredible.  Car  after  car  filled  with 
supplies,  leaves  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  and  the  productive 
lands  in  the  vicinity.  The  supply  this  year  is  much  greater 
than  usual,  and  will  continue  to  increase  ;  but  when  the  Erie 
Railroad  is  in  operation,  then  will  be  seen  the  increased  sup- 
ply of  our  markets  to  its  gi-eatest  advantage.  When  the 
fine  rich  lands  of  Orange,  Delaware  and  Ulster  counties, 
throw  their  productions  into  our  markets  by  the  railroad, 
then  it  will  be  seen  that  living  in  New  York  will  be  cheaper 
than  in  any  city  of  its  magnitude  in  the  world.  There  is 
no  mistake — it  cannot  be  otherwise.  In  five  years  the  wild 
woods  of  Delaware  and  Ulster,  will  supply  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  vegetable  and  meat  markets  of  New  York. 

[jY.  Y.  'limes. 

Mortality  among  Stocic* 

The  Centreville,  Md.  Times  observes :  We  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  Assessors  of  this  county,  that  while  upon  the 
Island  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  kept  a  record  of 
the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  lost  by  the  farmers  during 
the  last  winter  and  spring.  After  passing  over  three-fourths 
of  the  island,  they  kejit  no  account  of  these  losses,  finding 
it  to  be  troublesome,  and  to  interfere  with  their  business. 
The  number  of  cattle  that  died  in  that  part  of  the  island 
where  the  account  was  taken,  amounted  to  300;  the  number 
of  sheep  was  greater.  The  loss  in  other  sections  of  the 
county  is  said  to  be  greater  than  on  the  Island.  Assuming 
the  island  to  be  one-seventh  part  of  the  county,  and  the 
deaths  to  have  occurred  in  the  same  proportion,  the  number 
of  cattle  lost  by  the  farmers  in  this  county  last  winter,  will 
be  2,8u0.  But  3,000  is  considered  a  more  correct  estimate, 
as  the  mortality  was  greater  in  other  parts  of  the  county 
than  it  was  on  the  island.  Of  the  number  of  sheep  that 
died,  no  correct  estimate  can  be  made.  Some  farmers  lost 
all  they  had.  Mr.  William  Paca,  we  learn,  lost  over  two 
hundred. 
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Reporl  Oil  a  Ilosne  Sqtsaclron. 

House  of  Repukskntatives, 7 
July?,  1S41.  5 

Mr.  Thomas  Butler  King,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  submitted 
the  following  Report: 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments as  relates  to  the  Navy,  ask  leave  to  report  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  support  of  a  home  squadron, 
as  recommended  in  the  report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  changes  which  the  introduction  of  steam  power  has 
already  effected  and  is  constantly  producing  in  the  naval  ar- 
maments of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  evidently  re- 
quire the  most  prompt  and  efficient  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  this  new  and 
powerful  auxiliary  in  naval  warfare,  by  so  changing  the  con- 
struction and  employment  of  our  Navy  as  most  effectually 
to  protect  our  commerce  and  guard  our  sea-coast  against  the 
sudden  approach  of  an  enemy  employing  this  new  and  for- 
midable description  of  force;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  that  no  measure  is  more  imperiously  demanded 
by  every  consideration  of  prudence  and  safety  than  that  re- 
commended in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  — the  employment 
of  a  home  squadron,  composed  in  part  of  armed  steamers. 
He  very  justly  remarks,  that  "  Had  a  war  with  Great  Britain 
been  the  result,  as  at  one  lime  was  generally  feared,  of  the 
subjects  of  difficulty  now  in  course  of  adjustment  between 
that  power  and  the  United  States,  not  only  would  our  trade 
have  been  liable  to  great  interruption,  and  our  merchants  to 
great  losses  abroad,  but  a  naval  force,  comparatively  small, 
might,  on  our  very  shores,  have  seized  our  merchant  ships 
and  insulted  our  flag,  without  suitable  means  of  resistance 
or  immediate  retaliation  being  at  the  command  of  the  Go- 
Ternment.  To  guard  against  such  a  result — to  be  ever  ready 
to  repel  or  promptly  to  chastise  aggression  upon  our  own 
shores,  it  is  necessary  that  a  powerful  squadron  should  be 
kept  afloat  at  home.  This  measare  is  recommended  by  other 
considerations.  There  is  no  situation  in  which  greater 
skill  or  seamanship  can  be  exercised  and  acquired  than  on 
the  coast  of  the  United  States;  and  in  no  service  would  our 
officers  and  seamen  become  more  thoroughly  initiated  in  all 
that  is  necessary  for  the  national  defence  and  glory.  In 
that  service,  aided  by  the  coast  survey  now  in  progress,  a 
thorough  acquaintance  would  be  gained  with  our  own  sea- 
coast,  extensive  and  hitherto  but  imperfeclly  known ;  the 
various  ports  would  be  visited  ;  the  bays,  inlets,  and  harbors 
carefully  examined  ;  the  uses  to  which  each  would  be  made 
available  during  war,  either  for  escape,  defence  or  annoy- 
ance, be  ascertained  ;  and  the  confidence  resulting  from  per- 
fect knowledge  would  give  us,  what  we  ought  surely  to  pos- 
sess a  decided  advantage  over  an  enemy  on  our  own  shores." 

In  addition  to  the  excellent  and  comprehensive  view  pre- 
sented by  the  Secretary,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit 
a  few  observations  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  the  sea- 
coast  defences,  their  efficiency  in  case  of  war,  and  the  mea- 
sures now  being  adopted  by  Great  Britain  and  France  to 
change  their  naval  armaments  from  the  common  vessels  of 
■war  to  armed  steamers.  It  is  a  fact  almost  too  notorious  for 
remark  here,  that  our  fortifications  are  in  a  most  inefficient 
condition.  Many  of  those  that  have  been  completed  are  not 
supplied  with  cannon,  others  are  going  rapidly  to  decay — 
some  are  unfinished  and  progressing  so  slowly  that  it  will 
require  many  years  to  complete  them ;  none  of  them  are 
properly  garrisoned,  and  some  have  not  a  man  to  keep  the 
gates  closed.  These  fortresses  have  cost  immense  sums  of 
money,  and  if  well  supplied  with  guns  and  garrisons  would 
afford  but  partial  protection  to  a  few  points  on  our  sea-coast . 
and  to  our  armed  squadrons  in  time  of  war.  They  could  not 
defend  us  against  the  armed  steamers  of  an  enemy,  which 
might  pass  them  in  the  night,  or  avoid  them  by  entering  har- 
bors where  there  are  no  fortifications.  This  last  remark  is 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  Southern  coast,  where  there  are 
numerous  harbors  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  not  a  fort,  from  Charleston  to  Mobile,  in  a  condition  to 
fire  a  gun.     In  the  event  of  a  v^ar  with  France  or  Great 


Britain,  the  fortifications  at  Pensacola,  and  perhaps  others, 
might  be  seized  and  held  by  the  enemy,  or  any  of  our  un- 
protected harbors  might  be  entered  by  flee'.s  of  armed  steam- 
ers loaded  with  black  troops  from  the  West  Indies  to  annoy 
and  plunder  the  country.  The  Northern  portion  of  the  At- 
lantic coast,  where  such  vast  sums  have  been  expended  to 
place  it  in  a  state  of  defence,  would  by  no  means  be  secure 
against  the  rapid  movements  of  such  an  enemy.  The  har- 
bor of  New  York  itself  might  be  entered  through  the  inlet 
at  Amboy  and  Slaten  Island  Sound,  and  the  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows  entirely  avoided.  The  city  might  be  sacked  or 
laid  under  contribution  before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  col- 
lected to  prevent  the  approach  or  escape  of  so  formidable  an 
enemy  ;  and  it  is  seriously  to  be  feared  that  there  is  not  a 
harbor  on  the  whole  coast,  howe-.erwell  defended  against 
the  sailing  ships  of  an  enemy,  that  these  steamers  might  not 
enter,  by  avoiding  the  forts  or  passing  them  in  the  night. 

If  this  is  true,  it  must  be  perceived  that  not  only  our  com- 
merce, but  our  cities  with  all  their  wealth,  would  be  at  the 
mercy  of  an  enemy  employing  a  force  so  rapid  and  certain 
in  its  movements.  It,  therefore,  becomes  a  question  of  the 
most  urgent  and  vital  importance  to  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  how  they  can  soonest  and  best 
provide  the  means  of  meeting  this  new  and  powerful  auxili- 
ary in  maritime  war.  The  employment  of  a  home  squadron, 
as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  must  be 
justly  regarded  as  not  only  the  best  means  of  meeting  any 
sudden  emergency  that  may  arise,  but  of  leading  to  such 
ulterior  measures  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  give  to  our 
commerce  and  sea-coast  the  greatest  possible  security. 

As  connecting  itself  immediately  with  this  subject  and 
calling  for  the  most  vigilant  course  of  policy  on  tlie  part  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Committee  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  measures  now 
being  adopted  by  Great  Britain  to  keep  afloat  and  actively 
employed  on  our  Northern  coast  and  in  the  West  Indies  a 
large  number  of  steamers  of  the  largest  class;  many  of  them 
with  their  guns  on  board,  and  the  others  at  all  times  ready 
to  receive  them. 

Some  time  since  a  contract  was  made  with  that  Govern- 
ment by  Mr.  Cunard  and  his  associates  to  carry  the  Royal 
mail  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  for  the  sum  of  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling,  or  $291,600  per  annum.  Incompli- 
ance with  this  contract,  four  steamers  have  been  contracted 
and  placed  on  the  line,  of  twelve  hundred  tons  burthen  and 
450  horse  power  each.  These  vessels  leave  Liverpool  and 
Halifax  every  fortnight,  and  perform  the  trip  across  the  At- 
lantic each  way  with  great  certainty  in  twelve  days.  These 
steamers  are  commanded  by  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and 
are  to  be  at  all  times  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment. So  great  have  been  not  only  the  facilities  afford- 
ed to  commerce  and  intercourse,  but  saving  to  the  revenue 
in  the  cost  of  carrying  the  mail,  that  it  is  now  proposed  to 
double  the  number  of  steamers,  that  they  may  leave  their 
respective  ports  every  week  instead  of  every  fortnight.  The 
London  Journal  of  Commerce  says: — "  Under  the  old  packet 
system,  between  Falmouth  and  Halifax,  by  the  gun  brigs, 
the  expense  to  Government  was  about  forty  thousand  pounds 
sterling  annually,  more  than  the  receipts  of  postage.  By 
the  line  of  Cunard's  steamships,  a  balance  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  appears  already  to  the  credit  side  of  the  At- 
lantic mails."     This  line  has  been  extended  to  Boston. 

On  the  20th  March,  ISiO,  a  contract  was  entered  iiito  be- 
tween the  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  and  "  the  Rnyal 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,"  for  conveying  "all  Her 
Majesty's  mails,"  from  such  port  in  the  British  channel  as 
the  Commissioners  shall  prescribe,  to  the  West  India  islands, 
the  coast  of  South  America,  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
touching  and  delivering  the  mails  at  the  ports  specified  on 
the  map  annexed  to  this  report,  on  which  are  traced  the  va- 
rious lines  of  communication  to  be  establi_~hed  in  pursuance 
of  the  contract.  The  company  is  b.)und  to  "  provide,  main- 
tain, keep  seaworthy,  and  in  complete  repair  and  readiness," 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  mails,  "  a  sufficient  number 

not  less  than  fourteen — of  good,  substantial,  and  efficient 

steam  vessels,  of  such  construction  and  strength  as  to  be  fit 
and  able  to  carry  guns  of  the  largest  calibre  now  used  on 
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board  of  Her  Majesty's  steam  vessels  of  war."  To  aJopt 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  such  changes  or  improve- 
ments in  construction,  machinery,  armament,  and  rigging, 
as  the  Commissioners  may  require.  To  carry  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Government  officers  and  men,  at  a  stipulated  price, 
and  all  times  to  hold  their  vessels  subject  to  the  orders  of 
such  officers  as  may  be  jjlaccd  on  hoard  to  assume  command. 
This  company  is  to  receive  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  which  may,  in  certain  events,  be 
increased  to  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand,  or  to  $1,388,- 
800. 

These  steamers  are  all  in  rapid  progress  of  construction. 
They  are  about  1,5'JO  tons  burden,  and  to  receive  engines  of 
500  hor.-;e  power  each.  Those  that  have  been  launched  are  esti- 
mated to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  sixty  gun  frigates.  "  Thus," 
it  is  said,  "  the  country  will  be  doubly  served  ;  and  while  it 
pays  to  the  Mail  Company,  2  10,000  pounds  per  annum  for 
the  transport  of  the  mails,  it  will  defray  by  the  same  pay- 
ment, the  annual  charges  of  the  largest  and  most  powerful 
steam  fleet  in  the  world,  fully  armed  with  the  heaviest  ord- 
nance, to  act  as  war  frigates  when  required  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  purpose."  To  which  may,  at  any  time,  be 
added  the  steamers  employed  in  Cunard's  line,  and  those 
running  from  London  and  Bristol  to  New  York.  It  is  also 
said  to  be  in  contemplation  to  establish  another  line  from 
some  port  in  England  to  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  under 
a  contract  similar  to  that  made  with  the  Royal  Mail  Steam 
Packet  Company. 

All  these  lines  will  soon  be  in  full  operation  and  employ 
at  least  twenty-five,  and  perhaps  thirty  steamers  of  the  largest 
class  and  most  approved  construction  :  those  on  the  Southern 
line,  and  probably  those  on  the  Northern  lines  also,  having 
their  guns  on  board.  These  steamers  are  to  be  commanded 
by  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  to  carry  such  number  of 
officers  and  men  as  the  Government,  under  certain  regula- 
tions, may  require,  who  will  thus  derive  all  the  necessary  in- 
struction to  enable  them  to  command  and  manage  vessels  of 
•this  description.  Of  the  fourteen  designed  to  carry  the  West 
India  mails,  at  least  ten  v\ili  be  constantly  employed  in  con- 
veying them  on  the  various  lines  as  traced  on  the  map  hereto 
annexed  ;  and  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  it  that  this  for- 
midable fleet  will  be  at  all  times  within  three  or  four  days' 
run  of  our  Southern  coast.  In  the  event  of  a  declaration  of 
war  by  Great  Britain  against  the  United  States,  as  she  will, 
of  course,  possess  the  information  necessary  to  enable  her 
to  concentrate  her  forces,  all  the  steamers  in  the  West  India 
mail  service  can  be  collected  at  any  point  on  the  Southern 
coast  by  the  time  the  declaration  would  be  communicated  to 
the  President.  Those  employed  on  the  Northern  lines  to 
New  York  and  Boston,  m^iy  commence  hostilities  before  the 
least  preparation  can  be  made  to  meet  them.  Depots  of  coal 
are  to  be  established  at  Halifax,  and  at  several  ports  in  the 
West  Indies,  from  whence  these  fleets  can  be  supplied  and 
the  prediction  made  some  years  since  by  an  intelligent  and 
experienced  British  ofllcer,  that  their  sailing  ships  of  war 
would  become  coat  carriers  to  their  steamers,  will  be  fulfilled. 

There  arc.  it  is  said,  at  this  time,  ten  thousand  black  troops 
.in  the  British  West  Indies,  and  that  orders  have  been  re- 
cently issued  to  increase  the  number  to  twenty-five  thousand. 
These  troops  are  disciplined  and  commanded  by  white  oiFi- 
ccrs,  and,  no  doubt,  designed  to  form  a  most  important  por- 
tion of  the  force  to  be  employed  in  any  future  contest  that 
may  arise  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States;  and, 
by  reference  to  the  map  of  the  West  India  mail  lines,  it  will 
be  seen  that,  in  our  present  defenceless  condition,  a  force 
composed  of  armed  steamers  and  troops  of  that  description 
would  not  only  give  great  annoyance  to  our  coast,  but  most 
enectually  and  at  once  put  a  stop  to  all  communication  around 
■Cape  Florida,  or  through  the  passes  of  the  West  Indies,  to 
or  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and,  consequently,  the  com- 
merce of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  must  fail  into 
the  hands  of  tlie  enemy,  or  its  vast  productions,  cut  ofTfroQi 
market,  be  rendered  valueless. 

France  is  pursuing  a  course  of  policy  in  every  respect 
similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  'i'he  last  official  register 
of  her  navy  shows  that  she  then  had  thirty-seven  armed 
steamers,  carrying  heavy  guns,  equal  in  all  respects,  if  not 


superior,  to  those  of  any  other  nation.  The  sudden  appear- 
ance of  one  of  them  some  two  years  ago,  in  the  harbor  of 
Baltimore,  must  be  recollected  by  all.  A  law  has  recently 
been  enacted  authorizing  the  Government  to  establish  a  line 
of  armed  steamers  from  Havre  to  New  York,  on  the  plan  of 
the  British  West  India  mail  line  ;  and  surprising  as  it  may 
seem,  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  Uoston  have  actually  sent 
in  proposals  to  take  the  contract,  if  that  city  instead  of  New 
York  shall  be  inserted  in  it.  Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that 
our  own  merchants,  driven  by  the  laws  of  trade  and  inter- 
course, are  about  throwing  the  whole  weight  of  their  skill, 
enterprise,  and  capital  into  the  hands  of  one  of  our  great 
maritime  rivals,  for  want  of  proper  action  and  encourage- 
ment on  the  part  of  their  own  Government,  and  that  the 
humiliating  spectacle  is  likely  to  be  presented  of  American 
merchants,  who  have  excelled  all  others  in  commercial  pur- 
suits, being  employed  to  support  a  naval  force  that  may  be 
directed  against  the  cities  in  which  they  reside. 

Under  the  old  system  of  maritinre  war,  our  squadrons 
could  be  emplo3-ed  in  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and 
our  flag  abroad,  without  danger  of  aggression  on  our  own 
coast,  because  the  fleets  of  an  enemy  could  no  sooner  approach 
to  assail  than  our  own  return  to  defend  us.  But  the  introduc- 
tion of  steam  power  has  etfected  such  astonishing  changes, 
that  armaments  on  the  most  extensive  scale  are  no  longer  to 
be  considered  as  alone  suited  to  the  purposes  of  war,  but  the 
most  formidable  vessels  the  world  has  ever  seen  are  to  be 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  passengers  and 
freight,  to  pass  along  the  whole  line  of  our  coast,  and  into 
our  ports,  as  familiarly  as  common  trading  ships.  If  these 
vessels  can  be  rendered  profitable  in  time  of  peace,  the  se- 
curity they  will  afford  to  persons  and  property,  from  the  at- 
tacks of  privateers  and  small  armed  vessels,  will  render  them 
indispensable  in  times  of  war. 

This  system  is  yet  in  its  infancy ;  and  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Committee  to  say,  with  any  degree  of  accu- 
racy, how  far  it  may  be  rendered  useful  to  our  conrmcrce,  or 
profitably  connected  with  our  navy;  to  what  extent  it  may 
be  made  to  support  itself,  or  the  policy  of  other  Governments, 
and  a  proper  regard  for  our  own  safety,  may  render  its  adop- 
tion wise  or  necessary.  These  are  questions  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  all  portions  of  this  widely  extended  country, 
and  ought  to  be  promptly  and  properly  inquired  into,  and 
satisfactorily  answered. 

A  gentleman  of  great  respectability  and  much  experience 
in  commercial  afii'airs,  and  particularly  in  steam  navigation, 
has  given  it  as  his  opinion  that  "  contr'acts  could  be  made  im- 
mcdiateJ}''  for  lines  of  four  steamers  from  Boston  to  Havre, 
of  four  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  of  three  from  Norfolk, 
via  Charleston  and  Savannah,  to  Havana,  and  of  three  from 
New  Orleans  to  Havana,  by  the  guaranty  of  the  Government 
of  lees  than  one  million  of  dollars  per  annurn,  with  a  moral 
certainty  of  receiving  back  more  than  half  of  it,  from  post- 
age on  letters  and  papers,  immecUately,  and  the  whole  in  a 
few  years."  This  arrangement  would  keep  equipped  and 
officered  for  immediate  service  at  least  fourteen  steam  frigates, 
without  the  annual  charge  for  repairs,  manning,  victualling, 
&c.  &c.  This  system  would  bring  to  the  aid  of  the  Go- 
vernment all  the  energ}',  skill,  and  economy  of  individuals 
who  will,  in  enterprises  of  this  nature,  always  surpass  it. 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  be  perceived  that  a  powerful  squadron  has  be- 
come as  necessary  for  our  protection  at  home  as  the  employ- 
ment of  our  ships  of  war  has  hitherto  been,  or  may  here- 
after be,  for  the  protection  of  our  flag  and  commerce  abroad. 
This  squadron  ought  at  once  to  be  established,  and  from  time 
to  time  increased,  as  the  means  placed  at  command  of  the 
Department  may  permit,  and  the  various  objects  connected 
I  with  it,  as  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  may 
{best  be  promoted  and  attained. 

For  this  purpose,  the  Committee  report  herewith  a  bill 
appropriating  the  amount  asked  for  by  the  Secretary,  and 
\  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aiding  individuals  or 
,  companies  in  the  establishment  of  lines  of  armed  steamers 
between  some  of  our  principal  and  Northern  and  Southern 


1841.] 


REPORT  ON  PENNSYLVANIA  HALL. 


45 


ports,  and  to  foreign  ports ;  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  tlie 
establishment  of  such  lines  as  he  may  deem  most  important 
and  practicable,  and  to  report  to  this  House  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Conprress. 


Offlcialt 

DEPAnriMENT  OF  State, 
July  12,  1841. 

Information  has  been  officially  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Venezuela  of  the  following  changes  in  the  taritf  of 
duties  on  exports  and  imports  of  that  Republic,  which 
changes  are  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  July. 

1.  All  duties  on  exports  from  the  ports  of  the  Republic 
cease. 

2.  The  following  articles  will  hereafter  be  admitted  into 
those  ports  free  from  import  duty: 

Bricks,  bran,  moulds  for  sugar  mills,  living  animals  of  all 
kinds,  ploughs,  pease,  rice,  oats,  scarfs  for  the  use  of  churches, 
drills,  casks,  and  barrels,  pumps  of  wood  or  iron  for  irriga- 
tion, coal,  carts  or  wagons,  wheelbarrows,  surplices  and 
other  garments  for  priests,  collection  of  books  of  music  or 
drawings  and  paper  prepared  for  music  or  drawings,  columns 
of  all  kinds  for  buildings,  iron  cooking  stoves,  jackets,  staves, 
juniper  berries,  baggage  of  passengers,  statues  of  all  sorts, 
copper  or  iron  sugar  or  still  boilers,  Dutch  ovens,  beans,  en- 
gravings, mathematical  or  other  scientific  instruments,  boats 
of  iron  or  wood,  set  up  or  in  pieces,  lentils,  parts  of  sugar 
•mills,  printed  books  and  maps,  files,  Indian  corn,  apples,  cot- 
ton gins,  machirhes  for  dredging,  mining,  spinning,  weaving, 
shelling  corn,  steam  engines,  gold  and  silver,  pans  of  copper, 
brass,  or  zinc,  potatoes,  printing  paper,  carriage  and  cart 
wheels,  seeds,  brushes. 

3.  The  duties  on  the  following  articles  have  been  diminish- 
•ed,  and  will  in  future  be  thus: 

Boots  for  men,  the  pair $1  00 

Do.   for  boys,      do T5 

Pitch,  the  quintal 1  00 

Beer  in  bottles,  the  dozen 80 

Do.  in  other  vessels,  arroba 50 

Brooms  of  all  sorts,  the  dozen 50 

Pepper,  the  quintal 3  00 

Slates,  each 6 

Tallow  in  lump,  the  quintal 2  00 

Do.     manufactured,  do 4  GO 

Cider  in  bottles,  the  dozen 80 

Do.  in  other  vessels,  arroba 50 

White  pine  boards,  the  1,000  feet 4  00 

Pitch  pine  boards,  do.  6  00 

Shoes  for  men,  the  pair 30 

Do.   for  women,     do 20 

Do.  for  children,  do 6 


PEJ&I^'SYI.TA«fIA  IIAILI.. 

To  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  in  the 

City  and  Comity  of  Philadelphia. 

In  tlie  matter  of  tlie  Petition  of  tUe  Pennsylvania 
Hall  Association* 

The  jury  about  to  report,  cannot  forbear  to  congratulate 
the  Couit,  and  the  public,  on  the  prospect  of  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  much  vexed  question  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall, 
For  various  reasons,  there  has  been  a  very  general  indisposi- 
tion throughout  the  community  to  take  any  part  in  the  mea- 
sures necessary  to  produce  such  a  result,  as  has  been  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  jurors  that  the  Court  has  been 
required  to  appoint.  But  one  of  the  present  jurymen  was 
originally  appointed  to  that  station.  He,  and  those  with 
whom  he  has  acted,  were  induced  to  do  so  from  a  strong 
sense  of  duty,  and  they  have  given  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  submitted  to  them,  all  the  time  and  attention  that 
appeared  to  be  demanded  by  the  importance  of  its  character, 
with  a  view  to  be  enabled,  fairly,  to  ascertain  and  report 
as  by  the  law  required. 

This  jury,  appointed  by  the  Court,  in  the  above  mention- 
ed case,  were  sworn,  or  afBrmed,  on  the  1st  of  February, 


1841,  "to  ascertain  and  report  the  amount  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  a  mob  or  riot,"  which  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall;  and  also,  whether 
the  owners  of  the  Hall  "had  any  immediate  or  active  parti- 
cipation in  said  mob  or  riot."  The  jury  being  organized, 
immediately  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  From 
that  time  they  met  once  or  twice  in  every  week,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  written  or  printed  evidence,  and  witnesses, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  and  hearing  the  arguments  o"f 
counsel,  which  were  not  concluded  until  the  2 1st  of  June. 
The  jury,  the  five  professional  gentlemen  engaged  and  the 
persons  most  immediately  interested,  were  regular  in  their 
attendance,  and  great  care  was  taken  in  sifting  and  record- 
ing the  evidence.  The  jury  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  with  a  deep  conviction  of  its  importance,  which 
conviction  has  been  their  constant  attendant  in  every  stage 
of  their  proceedings. 

The  phraseology  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  under  which  thisju- 
ry  has  been  qualified  has  been  found  peculiar  and  somewhat 
embarrassing.  It  appears  to  them  that  they  are  not  authorized 
to  assess  damages,  but  simply  to  report  the  amount  of  loss.  No- 
thing seems  left  to  their  discretion.  They  are  not  allowed  to  mo- 
dify or  compromise,  or  even  to  express  an  opinion  of  dan.ages, 
if  any,  which  should  be  paid  by  the  county  to  the  owners  of 
the  property  destroyed.  It  is  their  opinion  that  their  duty 
is,  by  the  law  under  which  they  have  been  appointed,  nar- 
rowed down  to  ascertaining  and  reporting  to  the  Court,  the 
amount  of  the  loss  sustained,  and  wdiether  the  owners  had 
any  immediate  or  active  participation  in  the  mob,  or  riot, 
which  caused  it. 

After  the  mass  of  evidence,  oral,  w.'-itten  and  printed, 
which  has  been  heard,  and  the  length  of  time  consumed  in 
sifting  and  examining  it  by  able  and  eloquent  counsel,  the 
Court  may  expect  and  desire  that  some  of  the  leading  facts 
connected  with  the  destruction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall 
should  be  submitted.  In  this  behef,  the  jury  make  the  fol- 
lowing statements : 

The  Pennsylvania  Hall  was  erected  by  the  subscriptions 
of  Societies  and  individuals.  Those  who  thus  placed  their 
funds  in  a  common  stock  for  a  common  purpose,  called  them- 
selves "  the  Pennsylvania  Hall  Association."  They  adopted 
articles  for  their  government,  and  elected  Managers  to  carry 
out  their  views,  prepare  certificates  of  stock,  superintend  the 
erection  of  a  Hall,  rent  it,  and  receive  the  rents.  The 
Managers  were  restricted  by  the  Stockholders  from  renting 
the  saloon,  "  for  any  object  subversive  of  good  morals,  or  in 
such  manner  as  should  not  afford  reasonable  and  frequent 
opportunities  for  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Slavery," 
especial  care  being  taken  "  in  a  form  to  be  devised  by  coun- 
sel learned  in  the  law,"  that  the  Stockholders  should  "  not 
personally,  or  in  this  property,  be  liable  for  any  of  the  debts, 
contracts,  or  engagements,  entered  into  touching  or  concern- 
ing the  business  or  operations  of  the  Association."  Who 
paid  in  money,  or  what  amount  of  money  was  paid,  or  how 
it  was  expended,  has  not  been  satisfactorily  made  known  to 
the  Jury. 

The  Pennsylvania  Hall  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  May, 
183S.  A  volume  purporting  to  contain  an  account  of"  all 
that  was  said  and  done"  in  it,  from  that  time  to  the  night  of 
the  17th  of  May,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  has  been 
published  by  authority  of  the  Managers.  That  volume  has 
been  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury  by  the  Counsel  for  the 
County,  and  a  copy  of  it  furnished  to  each  of  them.  It  is 
proved,  by  that  and  other  evidence,  that  from  the  first  to  the 
last  meeting  in  Pennsylvania  Hall,  the  attendants  were  nu- 
merous both  inside  and  outside  thereof.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  people  assembled,  particularly  of  those  around  the 
Hall,  were  colored  people,  and  they  were  indiscriminately, 
male  and  female,  intermixed  with  the  whites. 

During  the  period  the  Hall  was  opened,  there  was  a  more 
public  and  general  intermixture  of  the  white  and  colored 
population  ;  more  parade  of  familiarity  between  persons  of 
different  sexes  and  colors,  and  the  better  dressed  portion  of 
both  white  and  colored  people,  than  had  ever  before,  or  has 
ever  since,  been  exhibited  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  efl^ect  upon  the  public  mind  and  the  public  feeling 
was  more  than  commensurate  with  these  displays,  because. 
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co-operating  with  them,  were  various  representations  of  the 
proceedings,  and  the  language  held  in  the  Hall,  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  so  early  as  the  third  day,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Managers  themselves,  "frequent  vollies  of  stones 
were  thrown  against  the  windows  of  the  Hall,"  and  "  there 
were  frequent  outbreaks  of  a  disorderly  spirit,  such  as  hiss- 
irrg,  shouting,"  &c.  &c.  The  speakers,  being  frequently 
"  interrupted  by  the  mob,"  and  by  the  "  outbreaks  of  a  mob- 
ocratic  spirit,"  took  occasion  to  declare  that  they  feared  not  a 
mob. 

"  Although,"  in  the  language  of  the  Managers,  "  on  the 
day  of  its  destruction,  the  17th  of  May,  18  >8,  the  building 
was  surrounded  ail  day  by  the  mob,  who  crowded  about  the 
doors,  and  at  times,  even  attempted  to  enter  the  Saloon," 
yet,  the  Managers,  who  had  control  of  tlie  Hall,  and  repre- 
sented the  owners,  declined  or  refused  to  give  up  their  meet- 
ings, and  did  not  surrender  the  keys,  or  put  the  property  un- 
der the  control,  or  in  the  keeping  of  the  civil  authorities, 
until  late  in  the  evening  just  before  dark  on  that  day,  the 
day  on  which  the  Hall  was  burned.  It  is  clear  from  the 
evidence  that  the  mob,  if  mob  it  may  be  called,  which  at  that 
time  was  assembled,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hall,  were  an  or- 
derly, well  dressed,  well  behaved  assemblage  of  men,  of 
whom  not  more  than  fifty  seem,  at  any  time,  to  have  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  destruction.  In  the  early 
stages  of  the  riot,  it  would  appear  that  not  ten  persons,  and 
they  chiefly  young  men,  made  war  upon  the  buildings. 

No  person  has  ever  been  brought  to  trial  for  the  part  he 
took  in  the  destruction  of  the  Hall.  Notwithstanding  the 
repeated  appeals  of  the  Managers,  none  of  our  public  or 
private  corporations,  no  public  meeting  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
have  expressed  regret  at  this  extraordinary  breach  of  the 
peace ;  no  sympathy  has  been  manifested  for  the  sufferers, 
"  nor  have  any  funds  been  raised  to  make  good  any  portion 
-of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  owners.  They  have  been  left 
uncompensated,  while  the  owners  of  other  property  then  de- 
stroyed, have,  as  the  jury  understand,  received  the  amount 
of  their  losses,  in  accordance  with  the  verdict  of  juries,  who 
without  hesitancy  ascertained  and  reported  the  amount 
thereof,  upon  which  payment  was  awarded  to  those  who 
were  deemed  sufferers  by  the  indiscretion  of  others,  while 
it  has  been  difficult  to  obtain  a  jury  willing  to  hear  and  de- 
cide upon  the  claims  of  those  who  showed  themselves  dis- 
posed to  insist  upon  the  exercise  of  all  their  rights,  indiffer- 
ent, apparently,  to  the  injury  that  might  result  therefrom  to 
their  neighbors. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  feeling  that  was  produced,  it 
is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  at  the  time  the  fire  was  first 
communicated,  while  it  was  making  progress  and  consuming 
the  Hall,  there  were  many  hose  and  fire  companies,  with 
their  apparatus,  on  the  street,  in  front  thereof,  and  such  were 
their  zeal  and  activity,  that,  notwithstanding  the  intensity 
of  the  heat,  hardly  a  roof  or  a  window  shutter  was  burned, 
from  the  abundance  of  water  which  was  poured  upon  them, 
yet  not  a  drop  was  permitted  to  fall  where  the  flames  were 
devouring  the  Hall.  These  extraordinary  circumstances 
evince  an  extraordinary  state  of  public  feelings,  yet  they  do 
not  appear  to  the  jury  to  be  of  such  nature  as,  in  any  way, 
to  affect  the  facts,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port, to  wit,  the  amount  of  loss  sustained,  and  whether  the 
owners  had  any  immediate  or  active  participation  in  the  mob 
or  riot. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  owners  of  the  Hall  provoked 
popular  indignation,  and  this  caused  its  destruction.  Many 
unfounded  reports,  at  that  time,  were  actively  circulated  and 
believed.  The  jury  do  not  feel  authorized  to  report  how 
much  of  what  was  circulated  was  true,  or  how  much  of  it 
Was  false.  If  all  of  evil  which  was  circulated  was  true,  to 
the  letter,  would  it,  under  our  Constitution  and  Laws,  war- 
rant a  mob  in  destroying  the  property,  or  taking  the  lives  of 
the  silly,  or  the  guilty,  people  who  had  provoked  their  wrath? 
Would  it  warrant  a  mob  in  regarding  our  State  Constitu- 
tion, and  that  of  the  United  States,  as  mere  waste  paper — 
with  dispensing  with  a  Grand  Jury  and  Petit  Jury,  and  with 
all  the  officers  of  the  Law — in  giving  judgment  themselves, 
and  carrying  into  effect  their  own  judgments?  The  jury 
ba«e  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  not. 


In  their  attempts  "  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  loss," 
the  jury  have  to  regret  the  want  of  accurate  information  on 
all  points,  save  only  the  price  of  the  lot.  They  have  had 
no  details  on  which  implicit  reliance  could  be  placed  ;  no 
contracts  which  had  been  entered  into  by  the  owners,  for 
work  to  be  done,  or  materials  to  be  furnished ;  no  receipts 
for  moneys  paid,  nor  authentic  accounts  of  moneys  received. 
The  estimate  of  the  amount  of  loss  laid  before  the  jury,  on 
the  part  of  the  owners  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall,  amounts 
to  5101,089,  while  the  counsel,  on  behalf  of  the  county, 
do  not  make  it  more  than  $31,469  38-100.  Afterexamin- 
ing  these  estimates,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  whole 
of  the  evidence,  the  jury  feel  it  their  duty  to  report  "  the 
amount  of  the  loss"  at  $3.1.000. 

The  other  portion  of  the  inquiry,  namely,  whether  the 
owners  had  any  immediate  or  active  participation  in  the  riot, 
has  been  examined  into  with  the  most  scrupulous  and  con- 
scientious minuteness,  and  the  jury  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  Edward  M.  Davis,  Daniel  Neal,  Jr.  Charles 
Evans,  James  A.  Wright,  Isaac  Parrish,  William  Harncd, 
Caleb  Clothier,  John  Longstreth,  and  William  Justice,  in 
trust  for  the  stockholders  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall  Associa- 
tion, owners  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hall,  named  in  the  peti- 
tion under  which  this  jury  were  appointed  by  your  honors, 
were,  with  others,  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  said 
building  and  furniture,  the  owners  thereof,  and  that  the  said 
owners  had  not  any  immediate  or  active  participation  in 
said  mob  or  riot,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  destroyed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Binns,  Samuel  Badger, 

Henry  C.  Carey,  W.  Marshall, 

Geo.  Ritter. 

Philadelphia,  July  12th,  1841. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia : — 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  Jury  appointed  to  ascertain 
and  report  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  the  owners  of 
Pennsylvania  Hall,  and  also  whether  the  said  owners  had 
any  immediate  or  active  participation  in  the  mob  or  riot  in 
consequence  of  which  the  said  building  was  destroyed  ;  dis- 
senting from  the  report  agreed  upon  by  the  majority  of  said 
Jury,  deems  it  his  duty  to  state  to  the  Court,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory  evidence  in  this 
case,  he  could  not  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
either  the  cost  of  the  Hall,  or  the  loss  sustained  by  the  own- 
ers in  consequence  of  its  destruction. 

The  subscriber  also  reports,  that  in  his  opinion  the  evi- 
dence clearly  established  the  facts — that  the  owners  of  Penn- 
sylvania Hall  were  the  cause  and  originators  of  the  riots, 
and  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly, the  said  owners  were  active  participators  in  the  said 
riots,  in  consequence  of  which  the  said  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  a  mob.  , 

The  undersigned  has,  after  the  most  anxious  attention  to 
and  scrutiny  of  the  mass  of  testimony  introduced  during  the 
course  of  the  investigation,  thus  conscientiously  performed 
the  duties  required  by  law  according  to  his  knowledge  and 
belief;  but  he  does  not  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  give 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  evidence  and  facts,  or  the  rea- 
sons upon  which  he  founds  his  conclusions,  especially  as  the 
act  of  authority  of  which  the  Jury  were  appointed,  requires 
an  examination  by  the  Court  of  the  law  and  the  facts. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


A.  E.  DOUGHERTY. 


Philadelphia,  July  10,  1841. 


SilU  Weaving  Mniiiifac<ory« 

^Ve  learn  from  the  Nashville  Agriculturist,  that  a  silk 
weaving  manufactory  has  been  established  in  Nashville,  by 
Dr.  White  and  Mr.  Fox.  When  the  editor  of  that  paper 
visited  the  establishment,  they  were  weaving  velvet  of  a 
superior  quality. 
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Finances  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Office  of  the  Secretaut  of  State, 
June  24,  1841. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
of  Public  Accounts,  exhibited  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  late  session,  comprises  such  parts  of  said  report,  as  are 
required  by  law  to  be  published  in  the  several  newspapers  in 
this  State  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ROYAL  R.  HINMAN,  Secretary  of  State. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  in  General  Account  of  receipts 

and  expenditures  of  funds  appropriated  for  the  current 

expenses  of  government,  DR. 

For  amount  of  payments  from  the  Treasury  from  the  3 1st 

of  March,  1840,  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  1841. 

For  current  expenses  of  Government  under  the  following 

heads,  viz : — 
Debenture  and  contingent  ex.  Gen.  Assembly.  .$17,286  86 

Salaries  of  officers  of  government 9,034  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  government 7,986  48 

Judicial  expenses  of  do       32,479  20 

Expenses  of  supporting  State  paupers 1,700  00 

Salary  of  directors  of  State  prison 3C0  00 

Advances  to  Quarter-Master  General 855  00 

Expenses  of  repairing  field  artillery 35  00 

Public  buildings  and  institutions 1 3,529  20 


33,185  74 


1841 — March  31,  for  payments  made  by  the  Treasurer  from 
MarchSl,  1840,  to  April  1, 1841,  in  addition  to  payments 
made  on  the  Comptroller's  orders. 

1840 — Dec.  '-i2,  as  per  Auditor's  Report,  viz :  For  cash  re- 
funded Hartford  Bank  forover  payment  on  non-residents' 
tax 7  20 

1841— March   31,  abatement,  State  tax 
1839 5,586  30 

Collecting  and  travelling  fees  on  do..  1,685  07—7,271  37 

March  31,  for  balance  civil  list  funds  to  new 

account 11,517  94 


$101,982  25 


1840 — April  1,  Cr.  by  balance  in  the  Treasury 

at  this  date,  as  per  Comp.  Report  1840 18,548  76 

By  payments  into  the  Treasury  from  March 
31,  1840  to  April  1,  1841,  viz — From  avails 
ef  Coirrts: 1,189  39 

By  cash  from  forfeited  bonds,  &c 1,787  37 

1841.  From  State  Prison. 

March  31,  of  A.  Pillsbury,  profit  on  labor 5,000  00 

1841 — From  city  court  licenses,  &c 207  30 

$26,732  82 

1840— From  dividends  on  bank  stock 27,943  65 

1841.  From  Taxes. 

February  20 — By  gross  amount  of 
tax  of  one  cent  on  a  dollar  on 
$4,363,059  95,  list  of  1839 $43,630  &2 

March   31 — amount  collected  on 

list  of  183S 927  65 

fd.  of  1  per  cent,  on  bank  and  insu- 
rance stock  non-residents 2,747  51—47,305  78 

$101,982  25 


1841 — March  31,  balance  civil  list  fund  from 

old  account 11,517  94 

Public  Debt. 

The  public  debt  of  the  State  remaining  unpaid,  April  1, 
1841,  is  as  follows,  viz  : — 


Liquidated. 

State  notes $32  89 

Interest  certificates 27  38 

State  bills  emitted  in  1780 45  87 

Interest  on  said  notes  to  18G5. ...   26  27 

State  bills  emitted  before  1780 

Unregistered  debt  (Imlay's  cert.) .  .414  62 
Interest  on  do  to  1805 359  56 


Unliquidated, 


1,235  70 


$906  59      1,235  70 


Balance  due  sundry  persons  for  in- 
terest on  assumed  debt  stock 
transferred 86  58 

Do  for  interest  and  principal  do. . .  161  89 

Permanent  Fttnds — Ifr, 

The  permanent  funds  of  the  State  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1841,  consists  of  bank  stock  transferable,  and  bank  stock 
not  transferable,  or  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  sundry 
banks  which  may  be  withdrawn  on  giving  six  months  no- 
tice. 

Bank  Stock  not  transferable. 

Hartford  Bank  1484  shares  at  $100  each  148,400 
Phoenix     do        890  do    100  do       89,000 

N.  Haven  do        274  do    200  do       54,800 

Middlet'ndo        593  do    100  do       59,300 

F.  &  M.    do  7  do    100  do  700-352,20() 

Bank  stock  purchased  and  transferable. 

Hartford  Bank  144  shares  at  $100  each  .14,400 
Phoenix     do     294  do      100  do  .  .29,100 

N.  Haven  do       19  do     200  do  . ,  3,800    —47,600 


$399;800' 


Tlie  late  Tornado. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Salem  Gazette,  writing  from  Dan- 
vers,  who  was  an  attentive  observer  of  the  tempest  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  the  30th  ult.  gives  the  following  facts, 
which  will  prove  interesting  to  all  persons,  who  feel  an  in- 
terest in  meteorology : 

"  On  the  29th  and  30th  of  June  the  thermometer  after 
sunrise  had  ranged  between  90  and  96  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
Between  the  hours  of  2  and  3,  of  Wednesday,  there  were 
indications  of  an  approaching  shower.  The  clouds  moved 
rapidly,  with  a  wild  and  threatening  aspect;  their  position 
and  color  constantly  changing.  Just  before  the  wind  and 
rain  commenced,  they  appeared  to  rush  together.  The  main 
body  of  the  clouds  lay  to  the  north.  Immediately  after  tne 
first  gust  of  wind,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  But  little  damage 
was  here  done  by  the  winds;  and  the  water  that  fell  was 
most  acceptable  to  the  thirsty  earth.  Two  miles  north  of  us 
the  wind  was  much  more  severe — many  chimneys  were 
blown  over — several  barns  prostrated — and  numerous  trees 
uprooted.  Passing  two  miles  farther  north,  into  the  upper 
parish  in  Beverly,  and  the  effects  of  the  wind  were  tse- 
mendous.  Many  barns  were  levelled,  and  much  other  in- 
juiy  done.  In  Wenham,  there  was  a  profuse  abundance  of 
hail,  which  was  driven  with  such  violence  by  the  wind,  as 
to  destroy  everything  of  a  vegetable  character  in  its  way. — 
The  fields  of  corn  were  entirely  prostrated  and  destroyed. 
The  fruit  was  beaten  from  the  trees,  or  otherwise  so  much 
injured,  as  to  afford  little  promise.  A  large  half  of  the  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees  were  blown  down,  or  otherwise  se- 
riously injured.  It  may  be  safe  to  say,  that  throughout  half 
of  the  town  of  Wenham,  the  injury  done  upon  the  farms 
was  equivalent  to  the  loss  of  the  entire  crop  for  the  season. 
The  vein  of  hail  was  about  one  mile  in  width.  It  was  so 
abundant,  that  twenty-four  hours  after,  it  was  to  be  found 
by  the  side  of  the  way  in  large  quantities.  The  stones  ap- 
peared to  be  from  a  half  inch  to  one  inch  in  diameter,  some- 
what flattened.  The  barns  and  trees  thrown  down  appeared 
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to  be  prostrated  all  in  the  same  direction,  extending  from 
the  N.  W.  to  the  S.  E. — and  this  corresponds  with  the 
general  movement  of  the  cloud.  We  have  seen  those  who 
witnc.-;5ed  its  efltjcts  at  JVew  Boston,  ]V.  H.  It  appeared 
there  about  two  o'clock,  and  produced  similar  effects  to  those 
described  at  Salem.  It  passed  from  ti.ere  across  the  Merri- 
mack to  Londonderry  and  New  Salem,  across  Methuen, 
again  crossing  the  Merrimack,  over  the  northerly  part  of 
Andover,  the  southerly  part  of  TopsfieJd  to  Wenham,  and 
when  it  arrived  at  Gloucester  it  terminated  in  a  profuse  and 
gentle  shower  of  rain.  All  this  occurred  in  about  one  hour, 
making  its  progress  about  one  mile  a  minute — I  looked  with 
much  curiosity,  to  see  if,  among  the  ruins,  there  were  any 
indications  in  confirmation  of  Professor  Espy's  theory  of 
storms.  If  I  rightly  understood  him,  when  an  event  of  this 
kind  occurs,  it  would  be  found,  that  the  wind  would  blow 
from  each  side  towards  the  centre  line  of  the  storm.  The 
centre  line  of  this  storm  in  this  county  was  from  the  South 
Meeting-House  in  Boxford  to  the  Meeting-House  in  Wen- 
ham.  Six  miles  south  of  this  line,  the  wind  blew  in  the 
same  direction  as  at  Wenham.  How  it  was  in  other  places, 
my  observation  dees  not  enable  me  say ; — but  if  the  same 
?s  here,  these  facts  do  not  correspond  with  the  theory.  So 
far  as  I  have  learned,  wherever  the  hail  fell,  there  appeared 
to  be  a  similar  rushing  together  of  clouds,  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  falling  of  the  hail.  In  Wenham  I  noticed  many 
trees  that  were  twisted  round  like  a  txuistedivithe,  and  some, 
locust  trees  in  particular,  that  the  tops  appeared  twisted  off. 
This  would  indicate  a  different  operation  of  the  wind,  from 
that  two  miles  south,  where  the  trees  were  uprooted  and 
thrown  do\yn  in  the  direction  of  the  wind.  I  have  been 
thus  particular  in  noticing  the  effects  of  this  tornado,  because 
phenomena  of  this  kind  but  seldom  come  within  our  ob- 
servajtion.  I  have  not  known  anything  hereabouts  to  com- 
pare with  it,  since  the  1st  of  August,  1815,  and  I  believe 
the  destruction  then  was  much  more  limited  than  now.  The 
centre  line  of  the  hail  then  was  across  the  south  village  in 
Uanvers,  over  Salem  to  Marbiehcad.  The  appearance  of 
the  clouds  at  Cambridge  was  very  similar  to  that  now  wit- 
nessed at  Danvers.  P. 


K'ew  Jersey  KaUroad. 

The  New  Jersey  Railroad  Co.,  has  declared  a  dividend  of 
3  per  cent.,  payable  on  the  2Gth  instant.  As  a  proof  of  the 
revival  of  business  intercourse  in  the  community,  and  as  a 
testimony,  though  not  conclusive,  in  favor  of  the  policy  of 
reduced  prices,  in  an  active  commercial  society,  we  annex 
the  follovving  statistics,  furnished  us  from  the  books  of  the 
company.  The  statement,  it  will  be  perceived,  embraces 
the  first  six  months  of  the  years  1839,  '40  and  '41^  and  af- 
fords a  comparative  view  of  the  travelling  of  the  railroad, 
during  those  periods.  We  cannot  forbear  noticing  with  sat- 
isfaction, the  growing  intercourse  between  our  own  towns 
and  villages,  which,  previous  to  the  facilities  now  enjoyed, 
was  almost  as  restricted  and  infrequent  as  with  foreigners. 
It  is  also  satisfiictory  to  observe  that  the  State  receives  from 
$8,0U0  to  $10,000  in  transit  duties  : 

Statement  of  passengers  carried  on  the  New  Jersey  Railroad 
for  the  first  six  months  of  the  years  1839,  '40  and  '41. 

1839 — January  \st  to  July  1st. 

Between  New  York  and  Newark 72,675 

"  Elizabethtown  ..   4,581 

«  Rahway 7,320^ 

"  New  Brunswick.  14,769 

Between   Newark   and    Elizabethtown  . .   2,582 

"  Rahway 2,149A 

"  New  lirunswick.    1,947| 

Way  passengers  to  and  from  places  be- 
tween Elizabethtown  and  New  Bruns- 
wick    3,192^ 

Total  passengers  . . . , 109,217 


1840 — January  Ist  to  July  1st. 

Between  New  York  and  Newark 77,457 

«  Elizabethtown  . .   6,733 

"  Rahway 8,973 

"  New  Brunswick  14,C91i 

Between    Newark  and    Elizabethtown  . .    4,475A 

"  Rahway 1,682 

"  New  Brunswick.    1,870 

Way  passengers  to  and  from  places  be- 
tween Elizabethtown  and  New  Bruns- 
wick    2,723 

Total  passengers 11 8,005 

1841 — January  Ist  to  July  1st. 

Between  New  York  and  Newark 123,966 

"  Elizabethtown  .    11,674^ 

«  Rahway 9,75o| 

"  New  Brunswick  15,M4| 

Between   Newark   and    Elizabethtown  .     6,093^ 

Rahway 2,t56 

"                          New  Brunswick _  2,452 
Way  passengers  to  and  from  places  be- 
tween Elizabethtown  and  New  Bruns- 
wick       o,846' 

Total  passengers 1 75,083 


The  number  of  passengers  carried  in  the  Philadelphia  linesy 
for  which  a  transit  duty  of  8  cents  each  is  paid  to  the- 
State  of  New  Jersey  : — 

1839— January  1st  to  July  1st 35,320  J 

1840— January  1st  to  July  1st, 36,477A 

1841— January  1st  to  July  1st, 44,299| 

\_J\''eivark  Daily  Adv. 


Cotton  Received  at  Boston. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  received  at  the  port  of  Boston 
from  October,  1839,  to  October,  1840,  was  117,594  bales,, 
Deduct  from  October,  1839,  to  January, 

1840 11,487  bales. 

106,107     " 
Add  Oct.  1 840  to  Jan.  1 841 30,350     " 

Received  in  1840 136,357     " 

"  1839 94,350     « 

Excess  in  favor  1840 42,007    " 

Receipts  in  1835 80,709     " 

1839 8C,885     « 

1837 82,664     « 

1S3S 96,636     " 

1839 94,350     " 

1840 136,357     " 

Since  January  1st,  1841,  there  was  received,  to  this,  the- 
26th  of  May,  less  than  five  months,  93,057  bales,  and  the 
quantity  received  this  year  will  probably  be  150,000  bales. 

[Boston  Jitlas. 
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MassacIiMsetts  Bar— KesigEiatioia  ©f 
Juiige  Davis. 

In  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  on  Saturday 
last,  Franklin  Dexter,   Esq.,   the  District  Attorney  of  the 
•    United  States,  rose  in  his  place  and  addressed  the  Court, 
having  read  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  Suffolk,  held  at  the  Law  Li- 
brary on  the  9lh  day  of  July,  1841 — 

It  having  been  made  known  to  the  Bar,  that  the  Hon. 

^i)ajf  Davis  is  about  to  resign  the  office  of  .ludgeofthe 

*;»strict  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  District  of  Mas- 

irachusetts,  and  that  after  Saturday  next  he  will  not  return 

to  the  bench,  where  he  has  presided  for  more  than  forty 

years; — it  was  thereupon  unanimously 

Kesolved,  That  tlie  Attorney  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested, in  the  name  of  this  Bar,  to  make  known  to  Judge 
Davis  the  high  sense  we  all  entertain  of  the  importance  of 
his  judicial  labors,  which  for  so  many  years  have  exhibited 
varied  and  accurate  learning,  sound  and  discriminating  judg- 
ment, unwearied  patience,  gentleness  of  manners,  and  per- 
fect purity  ;  and  that  Mr.  Attorney  be  requested  to  express 
our  heartfelt  wishes,  that  he  may  find  in  retirement,  that 
dignified  repose,  which  forms  the  appropriate  close  of  a  long 
and  useful  life,  and  to  bid  him  an  affectionate  farewell. 

Voted,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be 
entered  upon  the  Records  of  the  Fraternity  of  the  Suffolk 
Bar,  and  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  Judge  Davis. 

The  above  Preamble  and  Resolutions  having  been  unani- 
mously passed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Fraternity  was  directed 
to  furnish  a  copy  thereof  to  the  District  Attorney. 

Geo.  Tyler  Bi&elow, 
Scc'y  of  the  Fraternity  of  SufTolk  Bar. 

Mtiy  it  please  your  Honor  : 

By  these  resolutions  I  am  requested  m  the  name  of  the 
Suffolk  Bar,  to  express  to  you  their  high  sense  of  the  value 
of  your  judicial  labors,  and  their  acknowledgment  of  the 
personal  kindness,  as  well  as  the  distinguished  ability  with 
which  they  have  been  performed.  This  is,  sir,  to  me  a 
most  grateful  duty — and  yet  I  feel  the  difficulty  of  giving 
any  adequate  expression  of  the  deep  feelings  of  my  brethren, 
without  danger  of  offending  the  modesty  which,  through  a 
long  life  of  usefulness,  has  adorned  so  many  talents  and  so 
many  virtues.  I  will  not,  therefore,  depart  from  the  simple 
but  comprehensive  language  of  the  resolution  in  describing 
to  you  our  general  estimation  of  your  judicial  character  and 
conduct.  But  let  me  assure  you,  sir,  that  these  are  not  words 
of  mere  form,  required  by  the  occasion  ;  but  the  sincere  and 
spontaneous  expression  of  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  every 
member  of  the  bar,  and  of  this  commercial  community.  It 
can  rarely  happen  that  a  judge  who  is  called  upon  to  decide 
so  many  delicate  and  important  questions  of  property  and  of 
personal  right,  should  so  entirely  have  escaped  all  imputation 
of  prejudice  or  passion,  and  should  have  found  so  general  an 
acquiescence  in  his  results.  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  in  the 
peaceful  tenor  of  the  present  times  that  your  official  career 
has  been  formerly  marked  with  extraordinary  difficulties. — 
When  you  assumed  its  duties — more  than  forty  years  ago — 
before  any  of  this  fraternity  had  begun  the  active  business  of 
life — th»  stores  of  judicial  learning  in  that  peculiar  branch 
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of  the  law  which  you  have  been  called  most  frequently  to 
administer,  were  by  no  means  so  near  at  hand  as  at  present 
— then  it  was  necessary  accedere  fontes,  and  from  those 
fountains  your  own  decisions  have,  with  those  of  your  dis- 
tinguished cotemporaries,  in  Europe  and  America,  drav^'n- 
down  the  principles  of  the  Admiralty  law  within  the  reachi 
of  comparatively  easy  exertion.  A  few  years  after  that  time 
the  system  of  commercial  restriction  adopted  by  the  General 
Government  threw  this  portion  of  the  country  into  a  slate 
of  unparalleled  distress  and  exasperation.  An  abundant  an<i 
overflowing  commerce  wassuiidenly  checked  in  all  its  i.ssues 
and  enterprises,  and  the  revulsion  threatened  to  break  down- 
the  barriers  of  law  by  which  it  was  restrained.  It  was  in 
the  District  Court  and  under  your  administration  that  this 
struggle  took  place ;  and  although  juries  refused  to  execute 
the  obnoxious  restrictions  in  cases  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  submitted  to  them,  yet  the  supremacy  of  the  law 
suffered  no  detriment  in  the  hands  of  the  Court.  Few  of 
us  can  remember  this  civinin  ardm-  jubenthan,  but  all  can 
imagine  how  painful  a  duty  it  was  to  be  thus  placed  in  op- 
position to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  this  community.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  pardoned  for  recalling  to  the  minds  of  the 
Bar,  in  your  presence,  the  bejutiful  langurge  in  which  your 
own  regrets  were  expressed  v*'hen  you  felt  obliged  to  declar*' 
that  disastrous  as  its  consequences  were  to  the  country,  the- 
embargo  was  still  the  law  of  the  land  and  as  such  to  be- 
obeyed : 

"  I  lament  the  privations,  the  interruption  of  profitable  pur- 
suits and  manly  enterprise  to  which  ft  has  been  tliought  ne- 
cessary to  subject  the  citizens  of  this  great  community.  X 
respect  the  Merchant  and  his  employment.  The  disconcert- 
ed Mariner  demands  our  sympathy.  The  sound  of  the  axe 
and  of  the  hammer  would  be  grateful  music.  Ocean,  in  it- 
self a  dreary  waste,  by  the  swelling  sail  and  floating  stream- 
er, becomes  an  exhilirating  object;  and  it  is  painful  to  per- 
ceive, by  force  of  ati}'  contingencies,  the  Jimericun  stars  and 
stripes  vanishing  from  the  scene.  Commerce,  indeed,  merits 
all  the  eulogy  which  we  have  heard  so  eloquently  pro- 
nounced at  the  Bar.  It  is  the  welcome  attendant  of  civilized 
man,  in  all  his  various  stations.  It  is  the  nurse  of  arts;  tho 
genial  friend  of  liberty,  justice  and  order  ;  the  sure  source  of 
national  wealth  and  greatness;  the  promoter  of  moral  and 
intellectual  improvement;  of  generous  affections  and  enlarged 
philanthropy.  Connecting  seas,  flowing  rivers,  and  capa- 
cious havens,  equally  with  the  fertile  bosom  of  the  earth, 
suggest,  to  the  reflecting  mind,  the  purposes  of  a  beneficent 
Deiiy,  relative  to  the  destination  and  employments  of  man. 
Let  us  not  entertain  the  gloomy  apprehension,  that  advan- 
tages so  precious  are  altogether  abandoned ;  that  pursuits  so- 
interesting  and  beneficial  are  not  to  be  resumed.  Let  us 
rather  cherish  a  hope  that  commercial  activity  and  inter- 
course, with  all  their  wholesome  energies,  will  be  revived ;; 
and  that  our  merchants  and  our  mariners  will,  again,  be  per- 
mitted to  pursue  their  wonted  employments,  consistently  with 
the  National  Safety,  Hojjon,  and  Indepkndence." 

From  that  time,  sir,  down  to  this  most  interesting  period' 
when  you  are  about  to  surrender  the  high  trust  you  have  so 
long  holden,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  say,  that  the  Bar  have- 
felt  undiminished  confidence  in  the  ability  and  integrity  of 
your  administration  of  the  law,  and  that  our  filial  re.^pect 
and  affection  for  yourself  has  constantly  increased  with  your 
increasing  years ;  and  while  we  acknowledge  your  right  now 
to  seek  the  repose  of  private  life,  we  feel  that  your  retirement 
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i^,  not  less  than  it  ever  would  Have  been,  a  loss  to  the  pro- 
fession and  to  the  public. 

I  am  further  instructed,  Sir,  by  the  Fraternity  to  bid  you 
an  affectionate  farewell,  and  to  express  to  you  their  heart- 
felt wishes  that  you  may  find  in  retirement  that  dignified 
repose  which  forms  the  appropriate  close  of  a  long  and  use- 
ful life.  May  it  be  so,  sir.  May  you  live  long  and  happily 
— as  long  as  life  shall  continue  to  he  a  blessing  to  you  ;  and 
so  long  will  that  life  be  a  blessing  to  your  friends  and  to 
society. 

Judge  Davis  was  sensibly  affected  with  this  address ;  when 
he  commenced  a  reply  tiie  bar  rose,  and  gathered  round  the 
bench,  while  he  spoke  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  : 

I  receive  gratefully  and  with  deep  sensibility  your  gener- 
ous and  kind  expressions,  communicated  by  a  representative 
most  justly  entitled  to  that  selection,  and  to  whom  I  would 
tender  my  acknowledgments  for  his  very  acceptable  perfurtn- 
ance  of  the  duty,  which  it  has  been  your  pleasure  to  assign 
to  him  on  this  occasion. 

There  are  considerationsbesides  habitual  taste  and  tempera- 
ment, which  would  dispose  me  to  meet  the  event  of  this  day 
in  silent  soberness,  wilh  full  persuasion,  which  I  was  assured 
might  be  indulged,  that  our  official  relation  would  be  dis- 
solved wilh  mutual  friendly  regards;  but  I  yield  to  an  ar- 
rangement which  is  more  consonant  with  your  kind  wishes, 
and  in  which  there  seems  to  be  an  obvious  propriety  and 
fitness.  At  all  times,  and  especially  in  this  place,  we  are 
bound  to  regaid  the  fitness  of  things. 

Somewhat  more  than  half  of  my  life  has  been  spent  in  the 
office  which  I  am  now  to  relinquish.  With  the  members  of 
this  bar,  and  with  their  predecessors,  I  have  had  frequent, 
gratifying  and  improving  intercourse.  Should  I  attempt  to 
give  expression  to  the  recollections  vi'hich  on  this  occasion 
arise  rapidly  and  somewhat  confusedly  to  my  view,  I  could 
do  it  but  imperfectly.  If  a  history  of  my  time  should  ever 
be  sketched,  it  must  be  with  more  deliberate  preparation  — 
Some  reminiscences,  however,  seem  due  to  the  occasion,  the 
indulgence  is  among  the  privileges  of  age — a  privilege  I 
hope  which  will  not  be  abused. 

The  Suffolk  Bar  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century  was  not  numeious,  though  even  then  I  believe, 
solicitous  aspirants  were  heard  to  complain  that  the  profes- 
sion was  crowded.  The  whole  number  was  but  thirty  three; 
five  Barristers;  twenty  Attorneys  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  and  eight  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

The  Barristers  were  James  Sullivan,  Theophilus  Parsons, 
William  Tudor,  Perez  Morton,  and  Shearjashub  Bourne. 

Attorneys  of  the  Supreme  Convt. 


Thomas  Edwards, 
Jonathan  Mason. 
Christopher  Gore, 
Rufus  G.  Amory, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Edward  Gray, 
John  Davis, 
Harrison  G.  Otis, 
Joseph  Blake,  Jr., 
John  Lowell,  Jr., 


John  Quincy  Adams, 
John  Phillips, 
George  Blake, 
Ebenezer  Gay, 
Josiah  Quincy, 
Joseph  RovFC, 
William  Sullivan, 
Charles  Paine, 
John  Williams, 
William  Thurston. 


Attorneys  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
Edward  Jackson,  Charles  Davis, 

Foster  Waterman,  Charles  Cu^hing,  Jr., 

David  Everett,  J.  W.  Gurley, 

John  Heard,  H.  M.  Lisle. 

Of  these,  there  remain  nine  fellow  surviving  associates ; 
— Hall,  Otis,  Adams,  George  Blake,  Gay,  Quincy,  Rowe, 
Williams,  and  Gushing.  Messrs.  Hall,  Otis,  and  Blake  have 
retired  from  the  Bar.  Adams,  Gay,  Quincy  and  Gushing 
have  changed  their  residence — and  Mr.  Williams  is  the  only 
one  of  the  number  now  having  a  place  at  the  Suffolk  Bar. 

The  officers  connected  with  the  United  States  Courts,  in 
this  district  in  my  titne,  besides  the  present  occupants,  are 
H.  G.  Otis,  George  Blake,  Andrew  Dunlap,  and  John  Mills, 
Attorneys ;  Nathan  Goodale,  William  G.  Shaw  and  John 


W.  £)avis.  Clerks;  Samuel  Bradford,  Thompson  J.  Skinner, 
James  Prince,  Samuel  Harris,  and  Jonas  Sibley,  Marshals. 
Mr.  Otis  was  but  a  short  time  in  office,  being  removed  by 
President  Jefferson,  in  a  few  months  after  the  appointment 
received  Irom  President  Adams.  Mr.  Ulake  held  the  office 
many  years,  some  of  them  years  of  great  and  peculiar  pres- 
sure and  perplexity,  with  eminent  ability  and  assiduity.  His 
successor,  Mr.  Dunlap,  performed  his  official  duties  with 
similar  energies,  and  with  his  characteristic  ardf.r,  tempered 
with  gentlemanly  address,  and  all  due  complacency.  Many 
now  present,  remember  his  signal  exertions,  when  he  stood 
alone,  in  the  arduous  trial  of  the  pirates,  in  1834,  the  number 
of  the  men  on  trial  for  their  lives,  as  was  remarked  by  their 
junior  counsel,  being  equal  to  the  number  of  the  jury,  by 
whom  their  fate  was  to  he  decided. 

Mr.  Mills,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Dunlap,  has  recently  re- 
signed. He  left  us  with  the  cordial  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  was  connected — faithful,  accurate  and  able  in  his  official 
transactions.  It  was  only  regretted  that  he  diil  not  find  it 
convenient  to  make  this  place  of  business  in  office,  his  place 
of  abode.  The  discreet  employment  of  a  competent  and 
very  attentive  assistant,  in  a  great  degree,  was  a  sufficient 
substitute.  It  has  always,  I  think,  been  important,  and  the 
urgency  is  continually  augmenting,  that  the  Attorney,  Mar- 
shals, and  Clerks  of  the  United  States  Courts  in  this  district, 
should  reside  in  or  near  the  place  where  the  business  to  which 
their  offices  have  relation  is  almost  wholly  transacted.  Of 
Marshals  Bradford,  Prince  and  Sibley,  I  have  spoken  in  de- 
served terms  of  commendation,  when  the  present  Marshal, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  took  the  requisite  official  oaths  in  this  place. 
Of  his  immediate  predecessor,  Mr.  Sibley,  I  feel  bound  to  say 
in  addition,  that  to  his  attention  and  exertions,  we  are  very 
much  indebted  for  the  ample  and  very  acceptable  accom- 
modations for  the  Court,  and  all  connected  with  it,  in  ■ 
this  edifice,  by  arrangements  with  the  City  Government. — 
There  have  been  times  when  there  has  been  peculiar  embar- 
rassment in  this  particular.  Frequently  no  place  could  be 
found,  for  holding  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  but  in  a 
hotel,  and  at  one  time,  I  recollect,  Marshal  Prince  announced, 
that  he  had  written,  or  should  write  to  Washington,  that  he 
knew  not  where  to  find  a  place  for  the  Court,  but  under  the 
Great  Tree  on  the  Common. 

Among  the  Clerks  of  this  Court,  the  last  named  was,  as 
you  know,  most  near  and  dear  to  me.  I  am  happy  to  say, 
also,  that  most  of  you  were  witnesses  of  his  carefulness  and 
courtesy,  and  well  knew  how  faithfully  and  acceptably  he 
discharged  all  the  duties  of  his  trust.  When  your  obliging 
sentiments  were  read  and  I  listened  to  the  interesting  ac- 
companiments offered  by  a  son  of  an  esteemed  friend  and 
classmate,  it  brought  to  recollection  a  reply  made  at  a  Coun- 
cil fire,  in  a  talk  in  our  forest  border.  "  Good  words,"  said 
an  aged  chief,  "  Good  words,  and  I  will  tell  them  to  my 
children." 

Your  good  words  I  cannot  tell  to  my  son,  but  I  shall  tell 
them  to  his  children.  Of  his  six  sons,  all  now  very  young, 
some  one  or  more  may,  at  some  future  time,  have  the  ambi- 
tion to  take  a  place  in  your  corps.  If  so,  I  am  sure  they 
will  find  a  welcome  and  be  received  with  generous  good  will. 
Mr.  Bassett,  my  son's  assistant  in  his  illness,  and  his  tried 
friend  and  class-mate,  became  his  successor  in  the  office.— 
You  well  know  his  merits,  his  accuracy  and  fidelity.  Every- 
thing in  his  department  is  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Tlie  connexion  pf  the  Court  with  the  present  District  At- 
torney and  Marshal  is  quite  recent.  If  I  should  have  re- 
mained in  office,  I  well  know  the  satisfaction  with  which 
my  intercourse  with  them  would  be  attended.  It  will  be  ex- 
perienced, I  am  confident,  in  abundant  measure  by  my  suc- 
cessor, and  by  all  with  whom  they  may  have  connexion,  ia 
the  interesting  offices  committed  to  their  charge. 

The  Suffolk  Bar  is  greatly  increased  in  the  forty  years  of 
my  judicial  life.  There  are  on  its  list  more  than  six  times^ 
the  number  of  1801,  If  we  deduct  from  the  list  those  who 
are  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  though  their  names  still  stand 
on  the  honorable  roll,  the  acting  number  will  still  far  exceed 
the  increase  of  population  in  the  scene  of  action.  There 
are  other  causes  prevailing  in  this  very  busy  and  flourishing 
portion  of  the  community,  greatly  aflecting  and  varying  the 
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statistics  and  condition  of  the  Bar,  in  this  city  and  its  vi- 
cinity, on  which  I  cannot  here  enlarge,  but  which  every  in- 
telligent observer  must  have  perceived.  They  are  considera- 
tions which  have  brought  here  and  well  rewarded  the  tran- 
sition of  distinguished  advocates  from  other  counties  and 
from  sister  States.  The  fair  field  has  been  occupied  and 
honored  by  Dexter,  Ward,  Prescott,  .Tackson,  Webster, 
Pickering,  Choate,  Jeremiah  Mason,  Fletcher,  Sprague,  Pea- 
body,  and  others,  who  have  been  cordially  received  by  those 
whom  I  may  term  the  home  members.  Men  of  eminent 
attainments,  now  in  judicial  office — Story,  Putnam,  Shaw 
and  Thacher — have  appeared  as  advocates  in  this  Court, 
and  occasionally  distinguished  counsellors  from  other  coun- 
ties and  from  sister  States,  If  in  my  deportment  I  have 
been  deserving  of  the  commendation  which  it  has  been  your 
pleasure  to  bestow,  much,  very  much  is  due  to  my  cherished 
intercourse  with  such  men,  as  well  as  from  my  habitual  res- 
pect and  regard  for  your  profession. 

It  is  a  profession  highly  honorable,  for  it  is  highly  useful. 
It  has  been  embraced  by  the  wisest  and  best  of  men,  and  in 
every  country  having  any  pretensions  to  freedom  or  intelli- 
gence, the  able,  upright,  well  instructed  lawyer  is  of  high 
consideration.  The  studies  in  which  he  is  accomplished,  his 
knowledge  of  men  in  all  their  relations,  his  habits  of  re- 
search, reflection,  and  discrimination ;  the  frank  and  inde- 
pendent tone  of  his  character,  inspired  by  the  very  genius 
of  his  profession:  his  unshaken  fidelity  to  his  trust;  his 
varied  intellectual  acquisitions;  his  power  of  clear,  forcible 
and  impressive  communication — all  inspire  confidence,  re- 
spect, and  esteem.  In  the  various  perplexities  of  life  he  is 
the  safe  and  confidential  counsellor.  He  enters  the  Temple 
of  Justice,  a  representative  of  others,  with  rights  which  all 
are  bound  to  respect.  Property,  reputation,  the  peace  and 
repose  of  families,  the  affairs  of  various  associations,  the 
dearest  temporal  interests,  are  occasionally  committed  to  his 
charge — too  often  does  the  sad  occasion  occur,  when  some 
forlorn  being  in  a  state  of  awful  uncertainty  leans  on  him 
for  support,  and  life  hangs  trembling  on  his  exertions.  The 
learned  author  of  Eunomus  suggests  an  opinion  of  one  of 
his  friends,  a  respected  veteran  who  had  retired  from  prac- 
tice, in  regard  to  the  moral  tendency  of  the  profession,  which 
if  it  were  just,  would  impair  its  estimation  and  cloud  its 
brightest  honors.  That  friend  is  represented  as  declaring 
that  "  he  would  never  breed  up  a  son  of  his  to  the  profes- 
sion, if  he  could  not  leave  him  a  competence  independent 
of  it,  because  he  doubted  much  whether  he  could  thrive  in 
it,  at  all  events  without  sacrificing  more  of  his  honor  and 
conscience  than  a  man  of  any  delicacy  would  wish  for." — 
Very  different  was  the  opinion  of  my  excellent  predecessor, 
the  Hon.  Judge  Lowell,  an  ornament  of  his  profession,  the 
delight  of  every  friend  and  admirer  of  virtue,  genius  and  in- 
telligence. I  remember  to  have  heard  him  more  than  once 
express,  in  his  emphatic  manner,  his  persuasion  that  the  sen- 
timents and  habits  generated  by  legal  studies  and  pursuits 
were  a  precious  security  against  wreck  of  character,  and  that 
they  had  a  favorable  tendency  to  invigorate  and  improve  the 
moral  sense  as  well  as  the  intellectual  faculties.  In  this  sen- 
timent he  is  sustained  by  Lord  Coke.  "  For  thy  encourage- 
ment," says  that  eminent  jurist,  "  cast  thine  eye  upon  the 
sages  of  the  law  that  have  been  before  thee,  and  never  shalt 
thou  find  any  that  have  excelled  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
law,  but  hath  drawn  from  the  breasts  of  that  divine  know- 
ledge  honesty,  gravity  and  integrity." 

With  such  convictions  and  the  eminent  examples  which 
it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness,  it  has  been  my  en- 
deavor to  maintam  a  corresponding  deportment.  We  have 
all,  I  trust,  been  habitually  mindful  of  our  respective  rela- 
tions. Truth,  says  Malebranche,  loves  gentleness  and  peace. 
It  has,  I  hope,  been  evinced,  in  our  transactions  together, 
sometimes  of  exciting  tendency,  that  irritation  and  ill-hu- 
mor are  no  necessary  incidents  in  legal  controversies,  but 
that  the  precious  elements  truly  and  essentially  appertaining 
to  tribunals  of  justice,  forbearance,  moderation,  and  mutual 
civility,  are  the  most  favorable  for  full  discussion  and  just 
decision,  and  in  entire  consistency  with  that  manly  charac- 
ter and  uniform  assertion  of  right,  which  it  is  the  honor  and 
the  duty  of  the  bar  and  the  bench  respectively  to  maintain. 


When  I  received  my  appointment,  there  was  a  distinct 
Circuit  Court.  The  District  Judge  had  not  a  seat  in  that 
Court.  It  was  then  my  impression,  abundantly  confirmed 
since,  that  the  alteration  of  the  law  in  that  particular  is  not 
an  improvement.  The  employments  of  the  District  Judge, 
of  various  descriptions  iiT  Court,  and  of  ministerial  and  mis- 
cellaneous character,  are  of  such  amount  in  this  highly  com- 
mercial district,  and  of  such  extent,  that  it  seems  neither 
reasonable  nor  advantageous  to  require  his  attendance  and 
agency  in  another  Court.  This  consideration  will  be  more 
specially  urgent  if  a  bankrupt  law  should  be  enacted,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  should  be  enlarged  in  reference 
to  crimes  and  offences,  one  or  both  of  which  augmentations 
of  the  duties  of  the  District  Judge  there  seems  reason  to 
expect. 

By  becoming  connected  with  the  Circuit  Court,  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  an  association  and  intimacy  with  the  venera- 
ble Judge  Cushing,  and  of  affording,  I  believe,  some  ac- 
ceptable aid  in  his  decline  of  life — and  have  in  my  turn  re- 
ceived relief  and  great  enjoyment  with  his  distinguished 
successor,  Hon.  Justice  Story.  In  that  connexion  I  have 
found  everything  that  could  be  wished.  In  business,  never 
asking  or  expecting  from  me,  more  than  my  engagements 
in  my  own  special  sphere  would  consistently  admit.  By  his 
eminent  ability  and  unwearied  industry,  in  a  great  degree 
relieving  a  solicitude  which  I  might  otherwise  have  experi- 
enced from  responsibilities  in  reference  to  the  Circuit  Court, 
and  by  his  able  decisions,  as  well  as  by  his  learned  labors 
ULter  si/lvas  academics,  affording  salutary  aid  in  various  de- 
partments of  my  official  duty.  I  have  noticed  with  jileasure 
the  improving  influence  of  the  Law  School  in  the  Univer- 
sity. The  professional  publications  from  some  of  his  young 
pupils  at  this  bar  are  highly  honorable  to  them  and  to  their 
instructer. 

I  must  forbear,  gentlemen,  to  enlarge,  though  there  re- 
main topics,  connected  with  my  position,  which  it  would 
not  be  impertinent  to  consider.  A^  great  portion  of  the  bu- 
siness which  we  have  been  concerned  in  transacting,  has 
been  of  admiralty  jurisdiction,  in  which  the  trial  rests  whol- 
ly with  the  Judge,  fact  as  well  as  law.  This  characteristic 
in  regard  to  a  large  portion  of  the  cases  before  him,  is  at- 
tended with  peculiar  solicitudes,  requiring  the  candid  con- 
sideration which  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  experience. — 
It  would  be  a  great  relief  to  the  Judge,  and  might  be  an  im- 
provement, though  of  this  I  am  not  certain,  it'  facts  in  ad- 
miralty, and  maritime  cases,  were  made  triable  by  jury,  as 
they  are  rendered  by  Statute  in  regard  to  seizures  on  land. 
The  solicitudes  of  the  bench,  arising  from  the  present  law 
and  practice  in  that  particular,  are,  however,  not  of  such 
character  and  degree  as  to  call  for  the  alteration  suggested. 
In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  all  other  branches  of  practice,  I 
have  been  relieved  by  the  courtesies  of  the  bar,  which  I  have 
uniformly  enjoyed,  and  for  which  you  have  my  cordial 
thanks. 

Dr.  Taylor,  in  his  Elements  of  Civil  Law,  has  a  remark 
not  inapplicable  to  my  piesent  position.  It  is  relative  to  the 
passes  or  bridges  over  which  the  voters  in  ancient  Rome 
proceeded  to  give  in  their  ballots. 

"  It  was  in  this  pass  that  people  of  sixty  years  and  up- 
wards were  objected  to,  and  refused  the  right  of  suffrage ; 
for  as  sexagenarians  could  not  be  members  of  the  Comitia, 
as  they  could  not  be  compelled  to  execute  any  public  office 
after  that  age,  so  the  younger  sort  thought  it  unreasonable 
they  should  be  indulged  their  suffrage,  and  thrust  them  by 
as  they  came  along — whence  the  phrase  depontani  se?ies," 

Upon  this  rigid  system,  I  should  long  ago  have  been  rfif- 
pontanus,  but  am  willing  to  believe  my  generous  auditors 
would  consent  to  give  me  still  further  grace. 

But  the  time  of  release  has  arrived,  and  meets  with  my 
acceptance. 

I  bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu,  thankful  for  all  your  kind- 
ness, and  for  the  gratifying  and  improving  opportunities, 
which  it  has  been  my  favored  lot  to  enjoy,  in  the  connexion 
now  to  be  dissolved.  It  is  painful  to  employ  the  solemn 
word  dissolved.  Our  official  connexion  will  cease,  but  re- 
ciprocal esteem  and  good-will  will,  I  trust,  remain  in  con- 
tinued exercise.    I  shall  rejoice  in  all,  I  may  see  or  hear  of 
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your  prosperity  and  honor,  and  may  the  Father  of  Mercies, 
■the  giver  of  every  gift,  sustain,  animate  and  guide  you  in 
your  assiduous  progress  in  the  path  of  arduous  duty. 

The  valedictory  scene  between  his  Honor  Judge  Davis 
and  the  Bar  of  the  IJislrict  Court,  as  described  in  the  papers, 
tias  excited  much  interest  in  the  perusal.  It  is  a  spectacle 
of  great  moral  beauty  ;  that  of  a  judge  after  forty  years  ser- 
vice on  the  bench,  withdrawing  at  a  very  advanced  age,  with 
an  irreproachable  character,  and  unimpaired  faculties ;  and 
a  fraternity  of  such  persons  as  compose  the  Bar  of  our  Dis- 
trict Court,  offering  to  him  the  homage  of  affectionate  re- 
spect, and  their  united  commendation  of  his  oflicial  character 
and  career.  This  occurrence  has  given  rise  to  a  desire  with 
some  who  have  been  born  since  the  .ludge's  accession,  to 
know  something  of  the  history  of  the  Court  anterior  to  that 
event — and  a  regret  is  felt  that  he  did  not  think  himself  at 
liberty  to  travel  out  of  the  case,  so  far  as  to  give  it  to  us  in 
his  neat  and  classical  style:  as  it  embraced  a  period  of  only 
a  few  years,  and  would  have  given  a  completeness  to  his 
memoir,  leaving  nothing  more  to  be  wished.  It  is  hoped 
that  an  attempt  in  some  measure  to  gratify  this  desire  will 
not  be  regarded  as  presumptuous.  For  the  "  march  of  intel- 
lect" in  our  favored  country  is  so  rapid,  that  the  memory 
and  almost  the  names  of  those  who  figured  thirty  years  since 
are  lost  in  the  splendor  of  the  luminaries  which  are  now  in 
the  ascendant,  and  arc  considered  as  belonging  to  the  dark 
a^es. 

The  immediate  and  only  predecessor  of  Judge  Davis  in 
the  District  (.'ourt,  was  the  elder  John  Lowell.  He  was  a 
man  whose  profound  learning,  vigorous  intellect,  impassion 
ed  eloquence,  united  with  a  high  toned  sense  of  honor,  and 
a  heart  of  candor  and  benevolence  which  he  carried  in  his 
hand,  made  him  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  giants  of  those 
days.  I  will  say  e?i  passant,  that  Theophilus  Parsons  was 
another — and  another,  though  their  junior,  and  not  yet  fully 
arrived  to  their  stature,  was  Samuel  Dexter. 

The  first  Dis'.rict  Attorney  was  Christopher  Gore,  who 
was  also  an  ornament  of  the  Bar  and  of  the  age.  He  held 
the  oflace  under  Washington,  until  he  was  appointed  a  Com- 
missioner to  give  effect  to  certain  article.s  of  the  British  trea- 
ty. He  was  afterwards  a  Senator  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

To  him  succeeded  HarrLson  Gray  Otis,  appointed  also  by 
Washington.  He  soon  resigned  the  office  for  a  scat  in  Con- 
gress, into  which  he  was  elected  immediately  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  Fisher  Ames,  who  was  the  first  Delegate  chosen 
under  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  was  succeeded  by  Judge 
Davis — and  after  serving  in  Congress  during  the  four  years 
of  the  Adams  administration,  he  was,  (as  it  is  believed  with- 
out solicitation,)  re-appointed  to  his  old  place  of  District  At- 
torney by  President  Adams,  by  whom  also  Mr.  Davis  was 
then  promoted  to  the  Bench.  Mr.  Otis  very  soon  afterwards 
was  "  removed"  by  President  Jefferson  ;  but  though  he  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  gain  the  favor  of  Mr.  Jeflerson,  he 
did  not  lose  that  of  his  constituents — having  been  con- 
stantly returned  to  one  branch  or  the  other  of  the  Legislature, 
and  repeatedly  presiding  in  each  for  a  series  of  years,  until 
he  was  chosen  to  lire  Senate  of  the  United  States — from 
which  he  retired  at  the  end  x)f  five  years,  and  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term. 

The  first  Marshal  of  the  diistrict  was  Jonathan  Jackson, 
formerly  an  eminent  merchant,  afterwards  a  patriot  of  the 
revolution — he  was  a  person  of  liberal  education  and  fine 
talents,  and  admitted  by  all  to  be  an  uncommon  model  of  a 
true  and  accomplished  gentleman. 

Mr.  Jackson's  successor  was  Samuel  Bradford.  He  was 
also  a  person  of  great  worth,  univerrally  esteemed,  and  com- 
bining in  a  rare  degree  firmness  in  action  with  delicacy  in 
Kiannor,  which  peculiarly  qualified  him  for  the  duties  of  his 
olfice  in  critical  times. 

Thetc — speaking  from  recollection  merely — are  the  only 
officers  of  the  District  Court,  in  the  grades  of  Judge,  Attorney 
and  Marshal,  who  preceded  Judge  Davis.  Of  the  whole 
r.umbcr,  Davis  and  Otis  alone  survive — one  has  been  for  a 
rSierj  Ipn^:  period  on  the  bench— and  the  other  for  a  great 


part  of  it  on  the  shelf — each,  as  it  is  said  by  their  friends, 
content  with  his  respective  po.sition.  But  both  have  much 
to  acquire  if  they  have  not  yet  learned  to  estimate  the  value 
of  posthumous  fame,  and  to  say  without  repining 

"  Fortuna  atque  Fama,  valete! 
Sat  me  lusistis,  nunc  ludite  alios." 

In  the  list  of  officers  of  this  Court,  the  name  of  Governor 
Brooks,  who  was  at  one  time  Marshal,  was  casually  omitted 
— a  name  worthy  to  be  inserted  in  every  list  of  revolution- 
ary patriots  and  statesmen. — Boston  Daily  Patriot. 


3Eatoiu'bment  of  Presitlciit  Ilai'rison. 

It  was  the  wish,  and  the  request  of  the  family  and  relatives 
of  General  Harrison,  that  his  body  should  be  entombed  as  pri- 
vately, and  with  as  little  ostentation,  as  possible.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  many  thousands  of  our  citizens,  who  else 
would  have  followed  it  to  North  Bend,  contented  themselves 
to  remain  awa}'.  The  feelings  of  the  nearer  neighbors  and 
acquaintances  of  the  late  President,  however,  could  not  be 
thus  restrained  ;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamboat  at  the 
place  where  the  remains  were  taken  ashore,  the  committee 
found  an  assemblage  of  several  thousand  persons,  who  had 
collected  from  the  farms  for  miles  around,  and  from  the  near- 
est towns  of  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  anxiously  await- 
ing the  appearance  of  the  boat.  Although  this  circumstance 
was  to  be  regretted,  it  affords  a  new  evidence  of  the  deep  and 
abiding  hold  which  General  Harrison  had  upon  the  affec- 
tions and  respect  of  his  immediate  neighbors.  For  many  miles 
around  the  Bend,  he  had,  with  nearly  every  man  who  was 
worthy  of  his  regard,  what  may  almost  be  called  an  intimate 
acquaintance  ;  and  in  reference  to  this  relation  between  him- 
self and  his  neighbors,  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  they  who 
knew  him  best,  loved  him  most. 

The  Karitan  landed  about  a  mile  above  the  Harrison 
Dwelling.  Here  the  remains  of  the  General  were  taken 
ashore,  and  the  relatives  and  committees  formed  in  proces- 
sion after  them.  As  they  wound  slowly  and  solemnly  to- 
wards the  tomb,  many  of  those  who  were  asse.Tibled  fell  into 
the  line.  Others,  more  anxious  to  get  a  look  at  tlie  coflin 
which  incased  the  body  of  their  late  friend,  took  positions 
ahead,  where  it  was  known  the  funeral  train  would  pass,  and 
thus  skirted  the  entire  way.  At  the  tomb  a  prayer  was  of- 
fered up  by  the  Rev.  Joshua  L.  Wilson,  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  this  cily,  and  the  burial  services  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  read  by  the  Rev.  John  T.  Brooke,  of 
Christ  Church. 

The  tomb  is  a  simple  vault,  with  nothing  merely  for  show, 
and  none  of  the  decorations  of  art.  Its  situation  is  very 
beautiful,  with  reference  to  either  the  river  or  the  country  in 
its  rear.  A  few  trees,  of  the  original  growth  of  the  forest, 
stand  around  it.  By  another  year,  the  grass  will  be  creep- 
ing up  its  sides,  and  the  wild  flowers  be  bending  towards  it. 
These  from  the  hand  of  nature,  will  be  its  first  decorations. 
But  the  admiring  hearts  of  a  grateful  people  will  not  lon^ 
let  them  remain  alone.  The  hand  of  Art  will  soon  be 
brought  into  requisition,  to  beautify  and  embelish;  and  a 
column,  worthy  of  him  who  has 

"  A  monument  in  every  heart. 
An  epitaph  on  every  tongue," 

will  rite  above  the  sleeping  dust,  and  point  to  Heaven.  But 
whenever,  or  however,  this  may  be  done,  we  trust  that  it 
will  harmonize  with  the  decorations  of  nature,  and  be  made 
in  consonance  with  the  republican  simplicity  of  character, 
vVhich  belonged,  at  all  times  and  through  all  changes  of  for- 
tune, to  the  Soldier,  Statesman,  Patriot  and  Christian,  who 
sleeps  beneath.  Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette. 


Tobacco. 

The  Gcear-a  lately  brought  down  to  St.  Louis  30  hhds. 
of  Tobacco,  the  product  of  the  Platte  country — a  section  of 
the  State  scarcely  inhabited  two  years  ago.  Preparations  are 
making  for  the  extensive  cultivation  of  Tobacco  in  that  fine 
region  of  Missouri. 
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The  Late  Tornado* 

A  correspondent  of  the  Observer  furnishes  the  following 
additional  particulars: — 

The  recent  tornado  of  wind,  rain  and  hail  surpasses  any 
tempest  within  my  recollection  of  the  like  kind,  and  I  have 
lived  more  than  half  a  century.  "Where  the  wind  was  the 
most  powerful  there  was  no  hail.  In  the  region  where  wind 
and  rain  prevailed,  most  damage  was  done  to  the  trees  and 
buildings;  on  the  contrary,  where  the  hail  fell,  the  glass  on 
the  West  side  of  the  buildings,  commencing  near  the  river 
in  Topsfield,  and  passing  in  an  easterly  direction  across 
Wenham  Swamp,  and  striking  in  its  greatest  severity  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  West  of  Wenham  meeting  house,  break- 
ing glass  on  the  West  side  of  all  the  buildings  through  the 
lower  part  of  Upper  Beverly — at  the  same  time  cutting  down 
every  vegetable  substance  in  the  same  range,  V\  here  the 
wind  and  rain  preponderated,  the  destruction  of  trees  and 
barns  was  truly  melancholy ;  oaks  and  fruit  trees  that  have 
stood  for  centuries  were  in  a  moment  prostrated  to  the  earth. 
To  give  a  specimen  of  its  effects  in  North  Danvers:  Mr. 
Charles  Lawrence,  had  50  trees  uprooted,  20  of  which  were 
valuable  apple  trees,  some  having  breasted  the  blast  and  the 
storm  for  more  than  a  century.  This  is  only  a  specimen  of 
the  devastation  that  passed  through  Middleton  to  Beverly. 

I  will  now  give  a  list  of  the  barns  and  other  buildings  de- 
stroyed or  greatly  injured  in  the  following  towns,  viz: 

In  Middleton,  the  barns  of  Dr.  Andrew  JN'ichols,  the 
widow  of  Samuel  Gould,  Jona.  Perry,  and  Jona.  Perry,  jr. 

In  Danvers,  ihe  barns  of  Samuel  Clarke,  Daniel  Goodhue, 
Joel  S.  Wilkins,  two,  (one  in  Wenham,)  Moses  Perkins, 
Peter  Putnam,  Perley  Tapley.  (unfinished  building.) 

In  Topsfifild,  the  barns  of  Moses  Pettingell,.John  Dwin- 
nell,  Cyrus  Avejill,  and  Jacob  TovFne. 

In  Wenham  two  barns  and  a  house  of  Thomas  Kimball, 
two  barns  of  David  Woodbury,  Charles  Brown,  Paul  Kim- 
ball, Benjamin  Symonds,  Paul  Porter,  one  barn  each. 

In  Beverly,  the  barns  of  the  late  widow  Brown,  John 
Brown,  Asa  Brown,  Israel  Rrown,  Frederick  Howes,  Capt. 
Lord,  Edward  Trask,  Dudley  Dodge,  widow  Trow,  Josiah 
Trask,  Mr.  Nesmith,  Israel  Trask,  (house  partially  injured) 
Timothy  Berry,  Mr.  Burnham,  Nathaniel  Potter,  widow  of 
Levi  Dodge,  and  Mr.  Ham. 

On  Danviers  Plains,  16  chimneys  were  blown  down  to 
the  roof  and  many  out-houses  upset.  A  large  oak,  on  Judge 
Putnam's  farm  was  struck  with  lightning,  and  a  tree  on  the 
farm  of  the  late  Deacon  James  Putnam. 

The  hail  at  the  side  of  the  road,  in  one  place  in  Wenham, 
at  10  o'clock,  the  next  day  after  the  storm,  laid  in  a  pile  of 
many  bushels  unmelted  hail-stones  as  big  as  a  pigeon's  egg. 
Some  bushels  of  the  hail-stones  were  congealed  together 
nearly  as  big  as  a  man's  head. 

North  Danvers,  July  2.  O. 

The  Farmer's  Cabinet  says  that  the  late  storm  was  very 
violent  at  Amherst,  N.  H. 

"  Wind,  thunder,  lightning  and  hail  seemed  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  their  terrific  power  and  sublimity.  In  five 
minutes  not  a  single  pane  of  glass  remained  in  the  windows 
exposed  to  the  storm.  In  our  premises  not  less  than  350 
panes  of  glass  were  destroyed,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
we  could  escape  ourselves  from  its  fury.  The  glass  in  our 
office,  being  broken  very  fine  and  mixed  with  the  types, 
formed  one  body  of  glass  pi.  Every  house  and  building 
has  shared  a  similar  fate. 

The  hail-stones  were  of  very  large  size,  some  of  them 
measuring  from  five  to  six  inches  in  circumference — and 
driven  by  the  wind,  struck  with  tremendous  force.  In  many 
cases,  window  blinds  and  even  the  roofs  were  smashed.  But 
the  most  awful  consequences,  we  fear,  will  result  to  the  crops 
in  the  fields.  Our  gardens,  which  an  hour  before  were  in  a 
highly  prosperous  condition,  are  all  levelled  with  tiae  ground, 
and  destroyed.  The  fields  of  corn  and  English  grain  are 
cut  down,  and  driven  into  the  ground.  The  loss  to  our 
farmers  must  be  very  great.  The  vein  of  hail  was  not  very 
large  in  extent — from  four  to  five  miles;  but  made  clear 
work  wherever  it  went." — Salem  Reg. 


PiiWic  Sale  of  Ships  at  Phila* 

The  three  following  Philadelphia  built  ships  were  sold  at 
the  Exchange  yesterdny  morning,  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Wolbert : 

Ship  Lehigh,  built  in  1833,  coppered  last  fall,  .OSS  10-95 
tons,  stows  7000  barrels  of  flour,  1 100  tons  of  Canton  goods, 
or  1685  bales  of  New  Orleans  cotton,  sold  for  $24,500,  on 
a  credit  of  4  months. 

Ship  Osage,  built  in  1835,  stows  5r)00  barrels  of  flour, 
467  39-100  tons,  sold  for  $14,500  on  a  credit  of  4  months. 

Ship  Commerce,  built  in  1832,  measures  439  82-90  tons, 
stows  6000  barrels  of  flour,  or  1500  bales  of  New  Orleans 
cotton,  was  sol  J  for  a  whaler,  and  brought  $13,300,  four 
months  credit. —  U.  S.  Gazette,  July  15. 


Diviclcin^s  at  Phila. 

The  following  seasonable  dividends  have  just  been  de- 
clared, and  will  prove  very  acceptable  to  the  stockholders : 
Pennsylvania    Company    for    Insurances    on 

Lives  and  Granting  Annuities 3  per  cent. 

Philadelphia  Fire  and  Inland  Navigation  and 

Trust  Company , 3         " 

Fire  Insurance  Company  of  the  County  of 

Philadelphia 3 

Union  Insurance  Co.,  of  Philadelphia 5         " 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania 2^       " 

Bank  of  North  America 2^       " 

Philada.  Exchange  Co.,  for  the  year 4         " 

Delaware  and  Karitan  Canal  and  Camden  and 

Amboy  Railroad  Company 3         " 

ilb. 


Antiquities* 


The  last  Franklin  Times  has  an  interesting  article  under 
this  head,  in  relation  to  the  recent  exhumation  from  an  an- 
cient mound  on  the  farm  of  Eden  Burrowes,  near  the  village, 
of  a  human  skeleton  cf  extraordinary  dimensions.  It  was 
found  at  the  depth  of  some  12  or  15  feet  below  the  surface, 
between  what  appeared  to  have  been  two  logs,  seemingly 
covered  with  a  wooden  slab.  "  The  bones  were  pretty  nearly 
entire,  and  were  considerably  over  the  ordinary  size  of  human 
bones  of  these  days.  The  under  jaw  bone,  which  was  yet 
entire,  was  large  enough  to  shut  over  the  jaw,  flesh  and  all, 
of  any  common  man  of  the  present  day.  So  of  the  other 
bones — all  bore  proportions  equally  large,  and  as  much  above 
the  medium  size.  His  thigh  bones  were  six  inches  longer 
than  those  of  any  person  would  measure  who  has  yet  seen 
them.  Teeth,  arms,  ribs,  and  all,  gave  evidence  that  "  there 
were  giants  in  those  days."  Around  his  neck  was  found  a 
string  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  copper  beads,  in  a  perfect 
state  of  preservation,  and  amongst  them  was  one  to  all  ap- 
pearance of  pure  silver."  Near  these  remains  was  found  a 
skeleton  of  smaller  dimensions  with  a  string  of  beads,  about 
one  hundred  in  number,  of  ivory.  The  string  with  which 
the  beads  were  connected  was  still  apparent  though  time  had 
destroyed  its  consistence. — Lebanon  C  Ohio  J  Star. 


Profitable  Investment. 

The  Mobile  Insurance  Co.  has  declared  a  dividend  of 
eis-ht  per  cent,  for  the  last  six  months.  This  is  a  comforta- 
ble interest  on  an"  investment,  in  these  times  of  corporative 
difficulties. 

The  company  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful,  of 
which  we  have  any  recollection.  We  hear  occasionally  of 
large  dividends  by  other  institutions,  after  a  season  of  ex- 
traordinary success.  But  this  company  has  with  one  ex- 
ception made  large  dividends  ever  since  its  commencement 
ten  years  ago.  That  exception  was  after  the  great  fire.  In 
ten  years  it  has  divided  within  a  small  fraction  of  07ie  /mn- 
clred  and  fifty  per  cent,  and  has  a  handsome  surplus  on 
hand. — Mobile  Journal. 


Snn  Ciired  Tobacco. 

A  hogshead  of  sun-cured  tobacco  was  last  week  sold  in 
Lynchburg  at  the  rate  of  $25  25  per  100  lbs.  This  is  said 
to  be  the  highest  price  obtained  this  year. 
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FrencU  Report  on  the  theory  of  Mr.  Espy  con- 
cerning Tornadoes' 

[Committee,  Messrs.  Arago,  Pouil'.et,  Babinef,  reporters.] 

Messrs.  Arago,  Pouillet  and  myself  have  been  appointed 
by  the  Academy  to  make  a  report  to  it  upon  the  observations 
and  theory  of  Mr.  Espy,  which  have  for  their  object  the 
aerial  meteors  known  by  the  names  of  storms,  water-spouts, 
and  tornadoes,  which  cause  so  much  destruction  on  land 
and  sea  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These  storms 
are  produced  in  the  same  manner  in  every  part  of  the  globe, 
when  a  few  given  circumstances  concur  in  one  place. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  Espy  have  already  considerably  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  learned  world,  and  may  be  consider- 
ed under  three  different  points  of  view.  First,  the  facts 
■which  he  has  recognised  and  substantiated,  and  the  proofs 
wiiich  support  them ;  and  second,  the  physical  theory  by 
which  he  explains  them  and  the  conclusions  which  he  de- 
duces from  that  theory;  third,  the  observations  which  are 
yet  to  be  made  according  to  this  theory,  based  upon  facts, 
and  the  practical  rules  which  the  mariner,  the  farmer,  and 
the  meteorologist  will  obtain  from  it:  the  two  former  for 
their  own  benefit,  the  latter  for  science,  which  is  useful  to  all. 

The  facts  which  result  from  the  numerous  documents 
which  Mr.  Espy  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee, 
are  the  following:  the  motion  of  the  air  in  the  meteor  under 
consideration,  called  tornado  or  water-spout,  if  it  is  violent, 
and  of  small  extent — a  storm  if  it  covers  many  degrees  of 
the  earth's  surface ;  the  motion  of  the  air,  we  say,  is  always 
convergent,  either  towards  a  single  centre,  when  the  tornado 
has  a  circular  form  and  limited  extent,  or  towards  a  dia- 
metrical line,  when  the  tornado  or  storm  is  of  a  lengthened 
form  and  extends  over  many  hundred  leagues. 

If  the  tornado  is  very  small,  in  which  case  the  violence  of 
4he  motion  of  the  air  is  greater,  a  cloud  is  frequently  seen 
in  the  centre  whose  point  descends  more  and  more  until  it 
touches  the  earth  or  sea.  Water-spouts  are  small  torna- 
,does,  and  the  force  of  these  meteors  in  the  South  and  East 
of  the  United  States  is  such,  that  trees  are  carried  up  in  the 
air,  and  the  heaviest  objects  are  overturned,  displaced,  and 
transported.  Finally,  we  have  only  to  call  to  mind  the  well 
known  storms  of  the  Antilles,  which  change  even  the  form 
of  the  ground  over  which  they  pass.  We  will  adopt  the 
technical  word  tornado  to  designate  the  meteor  in  question, 
whatever  may  be  its  extent  or  violence.  China  and  the 
neighboring  seas.  Central  Africa  and  the  South-West  part 
of  the  Indian  Ocean,  are,  like  the  West  Indies,  the  theatre 
of  meteors  of  the  same  nature  and  not  less  disastrous. 

In  observing  at  the  same  moment  the  force  and  direction 
of  the  wind,  which  is  shown  by  the  overturned  trees,  the 
displaced  moveable  objects,  in  a  word,  by  the  traces  impress- 
ed upon  the  soil,  Mr.  Espy  proves  that  in  the  same  instant 
the  motion  of  all  parts  of  the  air  which  is  reached  by  the 
tornado  is  tending  towards  a  central  space,  point,  or  line,  so 
that  if  the  wind  on  one  side  of  the  meteor  blows  towards 
the  East,  it  blows  with  the  same  violence  towards  the  JVest 
on  the  other  side  of  the  tornado,  and  frequently  at  a  very 
ehort  distance  from  the  first  place,  whilst  in  the  centre,  an 
ascending  current  is  formed  of  astonishing  rapidity,  which, 
after  having  risen  to  a  prodigious  height,  spreads  out  on 
every  side  to  a  certain  limit,  which  we  shall  soon  determine 
by  the  observations  of  the  barometer.  This  ascending  cur- 
rent loses  its  transparency  at  a  certain  height,  and  becomes 
a  true  cloud  of  the  kind  called  cunntliis,  the  base  of  which 
is  horizontal,  and  whose  height  "is  determined  by  the  tem- 
perature and  humidity  of  the  atmosphere.  The  central  cloud 
of  the  tornado  is  constantly  re-produced,  in  proportion  as  it 
is  carried  off  by  the  rapid  current  of  the  centre;  and,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Espy,  when  rain  or  hail  proceeds  from  this 
meteor,  which  is  generally  the  case,  it  is  the  cold  caused  by 
the  expansion  of  the  air  c^irried  into  the  higher  regions  of 
the  atmosphere,  which  condenses  the  water.  Electricity, 
when  it  appears  in  the  tornado,  is  not,  according  to  Mr.  Espy, 
essential  to  the  phenomenon. 

The  existence  of  an  ascending  current  of  extreme  vio- 
lence once  placed  beyond  doubt  by  the  phenomena  of  the 
rising  of  the  air,  and  its  motion  towards  a  centre  or  towards 


the  great  diameter  of  the  oblong  space  occupied  by  the  tor- 
nado being  well  established  by  facts,  Mr.  Espy  examines  the 
progressive  movement  of  the  whole  meteor,  which  is  very 
slow,  compared  with  the  velocity  of  the  wind  in  the  mass  of 
air  which  becomes  at  each  instant  a  part  of  the  tornado.  Mr. 
Espy  shows  that  near  the  latitude  of  Philadelphia,  where 
cirrus  clouds,  very  elevated  as  is  known,  move  towards  the 
east,  the  centre  of  the  tornado  moves  almost  always  towards 
the  East  as  well  as  in  Europe,  where  the  West  wind  is  pre- 
dominant; whilst  in  the  inter-tropical  regions  (Barbadoes, 
Jamaica,  the  North  of  the  Indian  Ocean,)  the  nicteor  moves 
towards  the  West  or  North-West,  following  the  course  of 
the  trade  winds.  These  assertions  arc  also  verified  with  re- 
gard to  China  and  the  Indian  Ocean,  according  to  the  maps 
of  Berghous.  The  barometer,  in  the  centre  of  the  meteor, 
is  sometimes  nearly  2  2-5  of  an  inch  (60  millimetres)  lower 
than  towards  its  border,  and  its  limit  is  marked  on  all  its 
outline  by  a  closed  curve,  along  which  the  barometer  is  found 
to  be  at  its  "  normale"  height,  whilst  on  the  other  side  of 
this  line,  further  from  the  centre,  the  barometer  is  observed 
to  rise,  which  rise  in  small  tornadoes  is  8-100  of  an  inch, 
(2  milhmetres,)  but  which  may  be  40  or  48  hundredths  of 
an  inch,  (10  or  12  millimetres)  in  very  extended  storms.  If 
the  centre  of  the  tornado  moves,  (which  may  take  place  in 
any  sense  when  compared  with  the  diametrical  line,)  and 
the  effects  produced  by  the  motion  are  examined,  it  is  always 
found  that  if  the  meteor  has  followed  in  its  motion  the  line 
of  its  greatest  diameter,  the  tree  which  fell  the  first,  indicates 
a  point  anterior  in  the  path  of  the  meteor,  and  the  tree  which 
fell  last,  a  posterior  point.  Thus  it  is  constantly  found  that 
the  trees  which  were  overthrown  with  their  tops  turned  to- 
wards positions  anterior  to  the  centre  of  the  tornado  are 
covered  by  trees  falling  in  the  direction  of  the  centre  at  a 
posterior  period.  In  short,  in  this  same  case,  the  branches 
of  the  trees  not  overthrown,  growing  on  the  side  farthest 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  line  which  the  centre  of  the 
meteor  takes,  have  followed  the  wind  and  ate  twisted  around 
the  trunk  of  the  trees. 

The  circumstances  favorable  to  the  sudden  production  of 
a  tornado,  large  or  small,  are  according  to  Mr.  Espy,  a  warm 
and  humid  atmosphere,  covering  a  country  sufficiently  level 
and  extended,  still  enough  to  allow  that  part  of  the  air  which 
is  accidentally  the  least  dense,  to  rise  to  a  great  perpendicular 
height  above  the  middle  of  the  heated  space  which  is  charged 
with  transparent  vapor;  moreover,  in  the  highest  regions,  a 
cold  and  dry  air,  whose  situation  and  especially  whose  density 
contrasts  with  that  of  the  ascending  current  which  dilates, 
cools,  loses  its  transparency  by  the  precipitation  of  its  damp- 
ness, keeping,  notwithstanding  a  specific  gravity  less  than 
that  of  which  the  air  surrounds  it,  and  by  its  expansion, 
presenting  the  form  of  a  mushroom  or  the  head  of  a  pine 
with  or  without  the  prolongation  or  appendage  towards  the 
base,  which  appendage,  cloudy  and  opaque,  shows  a  space 
where  the  expansion  and  the  cold  are  at  their  maximum,  and 
where,  consequently,  the  precipitation  of  vapor  commences 
almost  immediately  above  the  ground  or  the  surface  of  the 
sea. 

Such,  are  then  the  principal  points  which  Mr.  Espy  has 
obtained  from  numerous  observations.  The  motion  of  the 
air  towards  the  centre  of  the  meteor,  the  depression  of  the 
barometer  in  the  centre,  the  central  ascending  current  the 
formation  of  cloud  at  a  certain  height,  and  its  circular  ex- 
pansion after  this  cloud  has  attained  a  prodigious  height,  an 
expansion  accompanied  with  rain  and  hail,  and  finally  the 
motion  of  the  whole  meteor,  en  masse ;  these,  I  say,  are  the 
points  which  the  extensive  labors  of  Mr.  Espy,  his  own  ob- 
servations, and  the  documents  which  he  has  collected,  and 
which  he  intends  publishing  immediately  in  a  special  work, 
have  placed  beyond  doubt,  and  which  seems  even  to  have 
triumphed  over  every  objection  and  to  have  rallied  all  opinions 
to  his  own. 

Let  us  now  see  the  theory  upon  which  he  bases  his  ob- 
servations, or  rather  which  is  based  upon  these  facts  well 
observed,  well  proven  and  always  reproduced  in  nature  with 
similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  Espy  thinks  that  if  a  very  extended  stratum  of  warm 
and  humid  air  at  rest,  covers  the  surface  of  a  region  of  land 
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or  sea,  and  that  by  any  cause  whatever,  for  example  a  less 
local  density,  an  ascending  current  is  formed  in  this  mass  of 
humid  air,  the  ascending  force,  instead  of  diminishing  in 
consequence  of  the  elevation  of  the  rising  column,  will  in- 
crease with  the  height  of  the  column,  exactly  as  though  a 
current  of  hydrogen  was  rising  through  the  common  air, 
which  current  would  be  pushed  towards  the  top  of  the  atmos- 
phere, with  a  force  and  velocity  in  proportion  to  its  height. 
'J'his  column  of  heated  air  may  also  be  compared  to  that  in 
chimneys  and  stove-pipes,  of  which  the  draught  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  height  of  the  pipe  containing  the  warm  air. 
What  then  is  the  reason  which  renders  the  warm  and  hu- 
mid ascending  current,  lighter  in  each  of  its  parts,  than  the 
air  which  is  found  at  the  same  height  with  these  different 
portions  of  the  ascending  column  ? 

This  cause,  according  to  the  quite  sufficiently  exact  cal- 
culations, [tres  siiffisament  exact,]  of  Mr.  Espy,  is  the  con- 
stantly higher  temperature  which  the  ascending  column  re- 
tains, and  which  proceeds  from  the  heat  furnished  by  the 
partial  condensation  of  the  vapor  mixed  with  the  air,  making 
this  ascending  column  a  true  column  of  heated  air,  that  is 
to  say,  of  a  lighter  gas ;  for  the  weight  of  the  water  which 
passes  into  the  liquid  state,  is  far  from  compensating  the 
excess  of  levity  which  proceeds  from  the  more  elevated  tem- 
perature which  the  air  preserves.  (This  weight  only  equals 
one-fifth  of  the  diminution  of  the  weight  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances.) 

Thus,  the  higher  the  column  is,  the  greater  is  the  ascend- 
ing force,  and  the  rushing  of  the  surrounding  air  on  all  sides 
will  be  produced  with  more  energy.  To  understand  this 
effect  better,  let  us  consider  a  mass  of  warm  and  dry  air 
rising  in  the  midst  of  a  colder  atmosphere.  In  proportion 
as  this  air  rises,  it  will  expand  because  of  the  less  pressure 
which  it  will  experience,  and  consequently  become  colder; 
it  will  arrive  then  quickly  at  an  equilibrium  both  of  tempera- 
ture and  pressure  with  a  layer  more  or  less  elevated,  which 
it  will  soon  reach,  and  in -which  it  will  remain;  but  if  this 
only  cause  of  cold,  expression,  is  overbalanced  by  a  cause  of 
heat,  for  example,  the  heat  furnished  by  the  vapor  which  is 
condensing,  this  air  will  remain  constantly  warmer  than 
would  have  been  necessary  to  attain  the  same  temperature 
and  pressure  as  the  surrounding  air.  It  will  then  be  con- 
stantly lighter,  and  the  higher  the  column,  the  greater  the 
ascending  force. 

The  calculations  of  Mr.  Espy  show,  without  the  slightest 
doubt,  that  the  column  of  damp  air  regaining  in  temperature, 
by  the  condensing  of  the  vapor,  a  part  of  the  heat  lost  by 
expansion;  this  column  always  remains  warmer  than  the 
air  which  is  at  the  same  height  with  each  of  its  parts. 
Finally,  Mr.  Espy  furnishes  the  exact  data  which  are  still 
wanting  to  science,  bj'  the  experiments  made  upon  the  tem- 
perature which  the  air  preserves  by  the  effect  of  condensa- 
tion of  the  vapor  in  a  closed  vessel,  which  he  calls  a  "ne- 
pheloscope,"  and  in  which  he  compares  the  thermometrical 
fall  produced  in  the  air  by  a  diminution  of  superincumbent 
pressure,  to  what  takes  place  in  nature,  whether  operating 
on  dry,  or  employing  damp,  air.  Notwithstanding  ihe  in- 
fluence of  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  every  time  a  light  cloud 
is  formed  in  the  apparatus,  the  temperature  undergoes  a 
much  less  reduction  than  that  which  takes  place  when  the 
point  of  precipitation  of  vapor  has  not  been  attained,  or 
when  the  experiment  is  tried  on  dry  air, 

The'theory  of  Mr.  Espy  also  accounts  very  well  for  the 
formation  of  a  true  cloud  analogous  to  the  cumulus  with  hori- 
zontal base,  from  the  moment  when  the  warm  and  damp  air 
has  acquired  such  an  expansion,  that  the  cold  produced  by 
it  will  xause  a  precipitation  of  water,  and  the  base  of  the 
central  cloud  of  the  tornado,  if  it  is  horizontal,  as  is  the  case 
in  the  great  meteors  of  this  nature,  should  be  lowered  in 
proportion  as  the  moist  air  which  is  carried  up  is  more  fully 
charged  with  vapour;  this  base,  like  that  of  the  cumulus, 
being  of  necessity  found  at  the  point  where  the  temperature 
of  the  ascending  current  becomes  that  of  the  dew  point, 
which  itself  depends  evidently  upon  the  degree  of  dampness 
of  the  air.  This  theory  further  explains  how,  in  the  small 
tornadoes,  whose  violence  is  remarkable,  an  expansion  takes 
place  in  the  centre  of  the  meteor,  at  a  very  small  height, 


sufficient  to  condense  vapor  by  the  cold  and  consequently 
to  produce  this  kind  of  appendage  which  particularly  dis- 
tinguishes small  tornadoes,  or  common  water-spouts.  Let 
us  add  that  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Espy,  upon  the  density 
of  the  warm  column,  its  comparative  levity,  the  ascending 
force  of  the  current,  the  central  depression  which  is  the  con- 
sequence of  it,  the  rapidity  with  which  the  surrounding  air 
rushes  towards  the  place  where  the  pressure  is  diminished, 
finally  all  the  conclusions  drawn  from  the  physical  data  of 
the  phenomena  have  been  proved  and  ascertained  with  suffi- 
cient exactness  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  this  portion  of  Mr. 
Espy's  theory. 

One  word  remains  to  be  said  relative  to  the  progressive 
movement  of  the  meteor.  This  movement  may  depend  upon; 
an  ordinary  wind,  which  imparting  a  common  motion  to  the 
whole  atmosphere,  would  not  disturb  the  ascension  of  the 
column  of  moist  air.  But  as  these  phenomena  arc  produced 
suddenly  in  the  midst  of  a  great  calm,  Mr.  Espy  thinks  that,, 
in  accordance  with  observed  facts,  the  motion  of  the  meteor 
should  be  attributed  to  the  winds,  which  predominate  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  atmosphere,  and  that  in  moderate  latitudes, 
this  motion  should  thus  take  place  towards  the  East,  whilst 
in  the  equatorial  regions  this  motion  should  be  directed  to- 
wards the  West,  as  the  current  of  the  trade  winds.  In  a 
word,  the  slight  surcharge  which  is  owing  to  the  spreading 
out  of  the  air  around  the  top  of  the  meteor,  accounts  for  the 
trifling  elevation  of  the  barometer,  which  the  invasion  of  the 
tornado,  in  every  place  presents,  and  can  even,  according  to- 
Mr.  Espy,  serve  as  a  prognostic  of  it.  Another  result  is, 
that  beyond  the  limits  of  the  meteor,  a  feeble  wind  ought  to> 
be  observed,  as  is  the  case,  whose  direction  is  opposed  to 
that  of  the  air  which  is  violeiitly  rushing  towards  the  centre 
of  the  tornado. 

The  consequences  which  Mr.  Espy  deduces  from  this 
theory,  are  that  in  many  localities,  in  Jamaica,  for  example,  the 
sea-breezes  cause  a  motion  of  the  air  perfectly  analagoiis  to 
that  which  constitutes  a  tornado,  and  that  the  results  of  it  are 
j  the  same,  namely,  rain  and  tempest  at  stated  hours,  on  each 
day  of  summer.  The  same  circumstances  produce  the  same 
effects  in  other  well  known  localities,  volcanic  eruptions, 
great  conflagrations  of  forests,  with  the  favorable  circum- 
stances of  tranquillity,  heat  and  moisture,  ought  also  to  pro- 
duce ascending  currents  and  rain.  In  the  midst  of  all  the 
theoretical  deductions  of  Mr.  Espy,  it  should  be  remarked 
that  a  descending  current  of  air  never  can  communicate  cold,, 
for  this  current  would  become  warm  by  compression  in  pro- 
portion as  it  should  descend,  and  the  meteorological  tem- 
perature of  many  places  sheltered  from  the  ascending  winds, 
is  considerably  augmented  by  this  cause.  The  tempests  of 
sand  in  many  parts  of  Africa  and  Asia,  although  possessing 
much  less  violence,  owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  heated  air, 
accord  perfectly  with  the  theory  of  Mr.  Espy,  both  as  to 
quantify  and  the  nature  of  their  effects.  Lastly  let  us  ob- 
serve that  if,  in  tornadoes  the  air  is  absorbed  by  the  lower 
portion  of  the  column  and  not  by  the  higher  parts,  it  is  that 
the  difference  between  the  pressure  of  the  heated  column, 
and  that  of  the  surrounding  air,  iis  much  more  marked  as  it 
is  considered  lower  down,  in  the  column  of  less  density  and 
equal  elasticity,  so  that  in  the  case  of  an  equilibrium,  at  the 
lowest  point  this  difference  would  be  precisely  the  total  dif- 
ference of  the  whole  heated  cc.lumn,  to  the  whole  column' 
of  air  of  the  same  height  situated  around  the  first  The  ob- 
servations and  experiments  which  have  been  suggested  to 
Mr.  Espy  by  the  study  of  ihe  phenomena  of  tornadoes,  and 
the  theory  he  has  given  of  them  merit  the  most  serious  at- 
tention. It  is  very  evident  that  Science  would  be  much  bene- 
fited by  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  simultaneous  ob- 
servations of  the  barometer,  thermometer,  hygrometer,  and 
especially  of  the  anemometer,  if  at  least  they  could  be  pro- 
cured capable  of  giving  with  sufficient  accuracy,  the  inten- 
sity of  the  wind  at  the  same  time  with  its  direction  and  the 
time  of  each  variation  of  force.  The  influence  which  elec- 
tricity exerts  in  this  phenomenon,  remains  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined. Mr.  Espy  thinks  that  artificial  causes,  for  example 
great  fires  kindled  in  favorable  circumstances  of  heat,  of  tran- 
quillity and  humidity  can  cause  an  ascending  column  of 
much  less  violence,  the  useful  results  of  which  would  be  oa 
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the  one  hand  rain,  and  on  the  other  the  happy  prevention  of 
disastrous  storms.  It  will  be  necessnry  to  see  in  Mr.  Espy's 
work  itself,  (he  further  beneficial  results  to  navigation  from 
the  views  furnished  by  his  theory. 

The  different  manners  in  which  philosophers,  hy  means 
of  apparatus  whose  principle  of  action  is  the  centrifugal 
force,  have  imitated  water-s|)0uts  or  small  tornadoes,  do  not 
appear  to  us  rcconcileable  with  Mr.  Espy's  theory,  which, 
based  upon  facts,  equally  refutes  the  idea  of  a  whirling  mo- 
tion of  the  air  in  the  tornado. 

Here  we  should  compare  the  theory  of  Mr.  Espy  with 
other  theories  anterior  or  contemporaneous.  The  labors  of 
Franklin,  and  of  Messrs.  Kedfield,  IJeid  and  Pettier  would 
furnish  as  many  excellent  observations  and  fiarts,  or  the  whole 
of  the  phenomena,  very  well  studied.  But  this  extensive 
discussion  which  we  should  have  to  establish  before  deciding 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Espy,  would  lead  us  too  far.  Mr.  Espy  him- 
self, as  to  the  electrical  part  of  the  phenomena,  which,  how- 
ever he  regards  as  only  accessary  and  secondary,  acknow- 
ledges that  his  theory  is  less  advanced  and  less  complete  than 
it  is  with  regard  to  the  phenomena  of  the  motion  and  pre- 
cipitation of  the  water,  which  are  according  to  him,  the  base 
of  the  production  of  the  meteor. 

Finally,  it  is  proved  by  the  investigations  of  Mr.  Espy 
that  it  will  be  impossible  hereafter  to  adduce  in  the  "  normaie" 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  a  descending  current  of  air  as  a 
cause  of  cold,  or  as  an  ascending  current  of  dry  air,  a  cause 
of  heat.  The  applications  of  this  theory  present  themselves 
in  "climatology,"  but  this  principle  especially  discards  the 
idea  of  explanation  of  the  tornado  by  the  centrifugal  force, 
which  tt  ould  then  cause  the  upper  air  to  descend  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  tornado,  which  air  liecoming  heated  by  the  aug- 
mented pressure,  could  not  allow  its  own  vapor  to  be  pre- 
cipitated nor  precipitate  that  of  the  air  with  which  it  came 
in  contact. 

Co7icIusioii. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Espy's  communication  contains  a  great 
number  of  well  observed  and  well  described  facts.  His  theory, 
in  the  present  state  of  science,  alone  accounts  for  the  phe- 
nomena, and  when  completed,  as  Mr.  Espy  intends,  by  the 
study  of  the  action  of  electricity  when  it  intervenes,  will 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  In  a  word,  for  physical  geog- 
raphy, agriculture,  navigation  and  meteorology,  it  gives  us 
new  explanations,  indications  useful  for  ulterior  researches, 
and  redresses  many  accredited  errors. 

The  Committee  expresses  then  the  wish  that  Mr.  Espy 
should  be  placed  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in 
a  position  to  continue  his  important  investigations,  and  to 
complete  his  theory,  already  so  remarkable,  by  means  of  all 
the  observations  and  all  experiments  which  the  deductions 
even  of  his  theory  may  suggest  to  him,  in  a  vast  country', 
where  enlightened  men  are  not  wanting  to  science,  and 
which  is  besides  as  it  were  the  home  of  these  fearful  meteors. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Espy  causes  us  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
undertaking  a  retrospective  examination  of  the  numerous 
documents  already  collected  in  Europe,  to  arrange  them  and 
draw  from  them  deductions  which  they  can  furnish,  and 
more  especially  at  the  pre.'-ent  period  when  the  diluvial  rains 
which  have  ravaged  the  South-East  of  France  have  directed 
attention  to  all  the  possible  causes  of  similar  phenomena. 
Consequently,  the  Committee  proposes  to  the  Academy  to 
give  its  approbation  to  the  labors  of  Mr.  Espy,  and  to  solicit 
him  to  coniinue  his  rci-earches.  and  especially  to  try  to  ascer- 
tain the  inlluence  which  electricity  exerts  in  these  great  phe- 
nomena, of  which  a  complete  theory  wdl  be  one  of  the  most 
precious  acquisitions  of  modern  science. 

The  conclusions  of  this  report  are  adopted. — Bostoti  Pat. 


Peoria^  III*j  Juno   17a 

Last  Friday  at  2  P.  M.  the  mercury  stood  90JJ,  a  temper- 
ature higher  than  we  have  ever  known  here  before.  During 
Saturday  and  Sunday  it  fell  considerably,  and  Monday  morn- 
ing was  cold  enough  to  make  a  fire  very  agreeable,  and  even 
a  great  coat  would  not  have  been  oppressive.  Yesterday 
afternoon  it  was  quite  warm  again. — Register.. 


Rotary  Steam  Engine. 

A  few  weeks  since,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining; 
an  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism,  then  unfinished,  for  the 
production  of  steam  power  by  means  of  a  rotary,  instead  of 
a  vibrating  piston.  We  were  yesterday  gratified  with  a  view 
of  the  same  machine  finished,  and  at  work  driving  the  print- 
ing press  of  the  Daily  Mail,  throwing  ofi'  papers  at  the  rate 
of  sixty  or  seventy  a  minute. 

The  machine  is  the  invention  of  Mr.  J.  Tuttle,  of  this 
city,  and  was  built  by  Mr.  Edward.  Norfolk,  a  machinist 
from  Salem.  Mr.  Tuttle,  we  understand,  has  obtained  a- 
patent  for  his  invention.  It  is  extremely  compact  in  its  form, 
the  whole  machine  occupying  a  very  small  space.  Much 
of  the  ordinary  machinery  is  dispensed  with,  from  the  rotary 
motion  being  produced  at  once,  by  the  revolution  of  the  pis- 
ton about  a  shaft,  to  which  shaft  is  attached  the  drum  or 
other  means  of  communisation  with  the  working  ma- 
chinery. 

The  axis  of  the  cylinder  is  circular,  and  enclosed  within 
a  sort  of  box  formed  by  two  circular  plates,  within  which 
box,  and  within  the  cylindrical  ring,  are  contained  all  the 
machinery  of  the  engine.  The  piston  is  attached  to  a  re- 
volving plate,  the  edge  of  which  fits  into  a  groove  in  the 
cylinder.  There  are  two  valves,  the  apparatus  for  working 
which  is  air  within  the  box.  The  steam  is  admitted  by  a 
pipe  at  one  side  of  the  box,  and  discharged  at  the  other. — 
The  diameter  of  the  circle  formed  by  the  axis  of  the  cy- 
linder, is  iO  inches,  and  accordingly  its  circumference,  or 
the  distance  travelled  by  the  piston  in  each  revolution,  is 
about  .5  feet,  this  circumference  being  divided  by  the  valves 
into  two  parts. 

The  diameter  of  the  piston  is  3|  inches,  and  in  working 
with  steam  ai  a  pressure  of  60  lbs.  the  power  is  computed 
to  be  equivalent  to  about  4^  horse  pov^'er.  The  whole  space 
occupied  by  the  engine,  exclusive  of  the  boiler,  is  no  more 
than  is  required  for  this  box,  and  a  cast  iron  frame  upon 
which  it  stands,  measuring  in  all  not  more  than  3^  feet  in 
height,  length,  and  width,  each. 

The  machine  appears  to  work  with  ease,  the  motion  is 
equable,  and  the  action  of  the  steam  constant — it  may  be 
stopped  at  any  point  of  the  revolution  of  the  piston,  and 
may  be  started  from  the  same  point,  or  reversed  at  pleasure 
—  the  joints  are  tight,  so  that  there  is  no  waste  of  steam, — 
and  there  is  very  little  pressure  upon  the  valve,  at  the  time 
of  its  movements,  and  little  friction  from  any  other  cause. — 
From  its  present  appearance  and  manner  of  working,  it  pro- 
mises to  be  a  useful  engine — possessing  the  advantage  of 
compactness,  simplicity,  and  apparently  cheapness.  Its  value 
must  soon  be  tested  by  actual  use.: — [^Boston  Fatriot. 


Liiviug  in  Pittsltiirs* 


We  passed  through  the  Diamond  Market  yesterday,  and: 
were  as  usual,  gratified  at  the  abundance  of  good  things 
which  were  displayed  around.  We  quote  the  prices  of  a 
few  of  the  articles:  Beef,  choice  pieces,  6  a  7  cents;  veal, 
best  cutlets,  5  a  6  ;  lamb,  first  quarter  25  a  31,  hind  quarter 
31a  37A ;  cherries,  per  quart,  5  a  6 ;  currants,  3  a  4  ;  goose- 
berries 4  a  5;  butter,  per  pound,  8  a  10;  eggs,  per  dozen, 
8  ;  chickens,  per  pair,  'ZS  a  37^  ;  onions  3  a  4.  The  lettuce, 
salads  and  radishes  were  very  fine,  and  too  cheap  to  mention. 

[Pittsbjivg  .Advocate. 

New  YorU  Business  Directorj*. 

In  the  New  York  Business  Directory  for  1841,  just  pub- 
lished by  J.  Doggett,  ,Ir.,  the  following  statement  is  given  of 
the  number  of  individuals  and  firms  in  the  several  occupa- 
tions named. 

Importers  oOO ;  Commission  merchants  500;  Dry  Goods 
Jobbers  250;  Wholesale  Grocers  231;  Hardware  Dealers 
60;  Clothiers  176;  Brokers  343;  Banks  41;  Insurance 
Companies  60 ;  Lawyers  600  ;  Newspapers  50 ;  Periodicala 
51 ;  Foreign  Consuls  43. 
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Report  upoa  a  Banlirupt  t.avr. 

The  following  Report,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, accompanied  tlio.  Bill  reported  hy  Mr.  Bernard  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  Wednesday  last,  for  estabiiih- 
ing  a  uniform  system  of  Bankruptcy  : 

This  CommitLce  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  have  been  re- 
ferred the  {)etiiions  and  memorials  presented  to  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  a  Bankrupt  Law,  respectfully  report : 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  Bankrupt  Law  ought 
to  be  passed  by  Congress  without  unnecessary  delay  ;  and 
they  present  a  bill  for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

This  bill  is  essentially  the  same  that  was  matured  in  the 
Senate  in  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  after  great 
deliberation,  and  which  finally  passed  that  body.  It  was  not 
then  considered  in  the  House  for  want  of  time. 

The  policy  of  laws  de-signed  to  alford  remedy  and  relief 
as  between  creditors  and  their  debtors  who  are  hopelessly 
insolvent,  has  the  sanction  of  usage,  in  the  past  and  the  pre- 
sent, among  nearly  all  highly  civilized  and  business  com- 
munities. The  leading  idea  upon  which  these  laws  have 
proceeded  has  certainly  not  always  been  the  same;  it  has 
varied  with  the  general  state  of  the  law,  and  with  the  pro- 
gress of  society.  In  a  country  where  the  creditor  was,  by 
law,  the  undisputed  arbiter  of  liberty  ami  life  to  his  insol- 
vent debtor,  the  immediate  motive  for  interposition  must 
have  been  different  from  that  '^^hich  has  promoted  legislative 
interference  where  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  has 
been  diHerently  understood. 

In  England,  bankru[)t  laws  had  their  origin  apparently  in 
the  idea  that  del)to-s  who  did  not  pay  were  merely  unwill- 
ing, and  not  unable  to  pay.  The  first  bankrupt  law  passed 
in  the  time  of  Henry  fcith  was  levelled  against  those  "  who 
craftily  obtained  the  "oods  of  other  men,  and  fled;  or  kept 
their  houses,  not  minding  to  pay  their  debts."  It  came  in 
aid  of  the  law,  proceeding  on  the  same  idea  of  ability  and 
unwillingness,  which  authorized  imjirisonment  for  debt — a 
thing  unknown  to  the  common  law.  If  a  debt  was  not  paid, 
the  credit  itself  was  supposed  to  have  been  craftily  obt;iined; 
the  ability  to  pay  was  presumed  ;  the  ilehtor  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  till  he  should  be  made  willing;  or,  if  he  had 
fled  or  kept  house,  so  that  arrest  was  impossible,  his  estate 
passed  into  the  custody  of  the  law  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt. 

So  long  as  this  idea  of  ability  and  unwillingness  prevail- 
ed, and  no  other  was  admitted,  the  whole  evil,  so  far  as  cre- 
ditors were  considered,  was  supposed  to  be  adequately  met 
by  the  punishment  of  imprisonment  or  confiscation.  When, 
however,  it  was  found,  as  industry  and  production  came  to 
be  increased  by  the  use  of  capital  and  credit,  that  the  mass 
of  debtors  who  did  not  pay  were,  not  only  unable  but  unwill- 
ing, it  became  necessary  to  turn  round,  and,  without  disarm- 
ing the  creditor,  throw  a  shield  over  the  defenceless  head  of 
his  honest  and  innocent  debtor. 

The  law  in  England  on  this  subject,  often  variously  modi- 
fied in  matters  of  detail,  now  is,  and  has  long  been,  in  sub- 
stance : 

First,  That  where  creditors  invoke  the  punishment  of  im- 
prisonment on  their  debtor,  the  latter,  if  willing  but  unable 
to  pay,  may  regain  his  freedom  upon  a  voluntary  and 
honest  surrender  of  his  property,  to  be  applied  towards  liqui- 
dation. 

And  second,  that  where  creditors  invoke  the  punishment 
of  confiscation  on  their  debtor,  which  can  only  be  done 
where  the  debtor  belongs  to  one  or  another  of  certain  speci- 
fied classes,  the  creditors  shall  take  the  full  benefit  of  the 
proceeding  by  the  application  of  the  property  towards  the 
payment  of  their  debts  :  provided  the  debtor,  being  honest 
and  willing  but  unable  to  pay  in  full,  shall,  on  certain  terms 
and  conditions,  be  for  ever  discharged  from  all  legal  obliga- 
tion to  pay  the  rest  and  residue  of  his  debts. 

Thus  the  law  of  interposition  and  relief,  in  England, 
as  between  creditors  on  the  one  hand,  and  debtors  who 
cannot  pay  their  debts  on  the  other,  stands,  and  is  adminis- 
tered, in  two  distinct  branches,  and  under  two  distinct  sys- 
fetns.  In  the  one  system  the  debtors  are  denominated  in- 
solvent ;  in  the  other  they  are  called  bankrupt.     In  a  report 
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made  to  the  Queen  in  July,  1840,  and  signed  by  eight  out 
of  nine  commissioners  appointed  to  investigate  this  subject, 
it  was  strongly  recommended  to  reduce  these  two  branches 
of  the  law  and  systems  of  administration  to  one  consistent 
system,  and  make  the  whole  law  of  the  case  more  eamforma- 
ble  to  reason  and  to  right. 

The  principal  improvements  in  the  law  relating  tainsolx 
vency  proposed  by  the  commissioners  are  these: 

To  e.Ktcnd  the  benefits  of  the  discharge  from  debts,  in 
case  of  bankruptcy,  beyond  the  mercantile  and  other  speci- 
fied classes,  to  which  they  are  now  chiefly  confined,  so  as  to 
embrace  "  all  persons  engaged  in  business  requiring  a  capi- 
tal and  credit." 

To  allow  and  encourage  a  voluntary  cession  of  properly^ 
on  the  part  of  insolvents,  "  at  such  period  of  their  difBcuU 
ties  as  will  best  ensure  equal  justice  to  all  their  creditors." 

To  make  the  granting  of  a  certificate  of  discharge  a  ju-' 
dicial  act,  which  may  be  opposed  by  creditors  for  cause,  bill 
to  which  their  consent  shall  not  be  necessary. 

The  suggestion  of  these  improvements  is  sufficient  to  in* 
dicate  the  great  change  which  public  sentiment  has  under- 
gone, or  is  undergoing,  in  England  in  regard  to  the  proper 
basis  on  which  those  laws  ought  to  rest  that  interpose  their 
special  authority  between  creditors  and  their  insolvent 
debtors. 

At  this  day  and  in  this  country,  if  a  system  of  laws  re-- 
lating  to  bankruptcies  is  to  be  established,  it  is  believed  that 
it  is  not  dillicult  to  perceive  and  state  tlie  grounds  on  which' 
it  ought  to  stand. 

Credits,  or  demands,  are  property,  in  which,  not  unfrc- 
quently,  the  bulk  of  large  individual  estates  consists.  Ag 
property,  they  are  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  as  mucb 
as  any  other  l^ind  of  property.  All  the  rights  of  property 
attach  to  them — the  right  of  protectiort  and  defence  against 
all  encr.'schment  and  injury,  and  the  right  of  recovery  when 
wrongfully  taken  away,  or  withheld.  They  are  private  pro.' 
perty,  and  private  property  is  sacred.  It  must  be  respected. 
And  the  law  must  be  vigilant  and  efficient  in  its  guardian- 
ship of  it.  Failure  in  this  is  failure  in  the  highest  duty  of 
civil  society,  and  tends  directly  to  dissolution. 

But  the  nature  of  credit,  or  demands,  is  such  as  to  con- 
stitute them  a  peculiar  species  of  property  ;  and,  before  \ve 
can  undertake  to  pronounce  with  certainty  on  the  whole 
duty  of  society  and  the  law  in  regard  to  them,  we  must  con-- 
sider  altentively  their  nature  and  peculiarities. 

They  are  held  by  a  peculiar  tenure — a  tenure  which  im-- 
plies  and  includes  a  contingency.  The  foundation  of  loan- 
is  trust,  wl-verever  securities  are  not  taken  ;  it  is  confidence  ;- 
it  is  credit — all  terms  which  imply  risk,  and  the  possibility 
of  failure.  The  risk  relates  to  the  questiori  of  solvency  or 
insolvency  when  the  period  comes  for  demanding  payment.- 
This  kind  of  property  is  held  subject  to  this  contingency,- 
and  the  lender  himself  takes  the  risk  ;  he  is  his  own  insu- 
rer. If  his  debtor  fails,  he  loses;  if  not,  he  lias  his  own, — 
He  charges,  too,  for  this  risk,  in  the  siiape  of  interest,  pre- 
mium, or  commission.  He  parts  with  the  immediate  pos- 
session of  his  property,  expecting  it  to  come  back  to  him,  in 
proper  time,  with  increase ;  he  puts  it  afloat,  and  takes  the 
hazards  of  the  voyage,  for  a  consideration.  If  whelmed  in 
the  turbulent  sea,  he  expects  to' sustain  the  loss.  He  is  con- 
tent to  hold  his  property  subject  to  this  contingency. 

While  his  debtor  remains  solvent,  which  is  always  to  be 
presumed  until  the  contrary  appear,  the  duty  of  society  and 
the  law  towards  him  and  this  property  of  his  is  plain  enough. 
If  he  invoke  the  law  in  the  case,  it. will  come  efficiently  to 
his  aid.  If  his  debtor  attempt  to  elude  his  demand  by  flight 
or  fraud,  it  will  arrest  him  and  restrain  him  of  his  liberty  : 
and,  otherwise,  it  will  seize  the  unwilhng  debtor's  estate  and 
make  the  debt  out  of  it  far  the  creditor.  When  the  law  by 
these  means  has  aided  the  creditor  in  the  recovery  of  his  pro* 
perty,  it  has  done  all  its  duty  as  against  his  solvent  debtor. 

But  suppose,  before  such  recovery  is  had.  the  debtor  i* 
found  to  have  fallen  into  a  state  of  hopeless  insolvency  \  io' 
other  words,  that  contingency  has  arisen  subject  to  which 
the  demand  has  been  holden  from  its  inception  ?  In  this 
case  a  new  duty  has  arisen  on  the  part  of  the  la-w,. 


58 


REPORT  UPON  A  BANKRUPT  LAW. 


[July, 


The  fact  of  insolvency  being  ascertained,  the  fact  of  utter 
and  hopeless  inability  to  pay  all  his  debts,  the  debtor  stands 
to  each  creditor,  if  not  in  a  new  relation,  at  least  in  a  rela- 
tion materially  modified.  His  creditors,  taken  together,  now 
form  a  class,  looking  for  a  common  relief  to  a  common  fund, 
which  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  them  all ;  and  every  principle 
of  equity  and  justice  requires  that  the  law  should  interpose 
to  give  to  each  his  distributive  share,  according  to  the  rela- 
tive amount  of  his  demand,  at  the  same  time  casting  on 
each  an  amount  of  loss  proportioned  to  the  risk  and  insu- 
rance undertaken  by  him. 

When  this  is  done,  the  inquiry  arises,  what  more  re- 
mains for  the  law  to  do  1  What  further  aid  can  the  credi- 
tors demand  1  They  cannot  have  the  body  of  their  debtor 
cut  up  and  divided  between  them,  as  was  said  might  have 
been  done  under  the  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  or  sell  him 
with  his  wife  and  children  into  slavery,  l7^ans.  Tyberim. — 
They  cannot  at  this  day  and  in  this  country  load  him  with 
chains,  inflict  stripes  upon  him,  or  throw  him  into  a  perpet- 
ual piison.  Witli  us,  in  this  country,  it  may  be  considered 
as  wholly  settled,  by  a  wise  and  humane  public  sentiment 
and  policy,  that  the  law  will  pursue,  and  will  permit  credi- 
tors to  pursue,  an  honest  but  unfortunate  and  hopelessly  in- 
solvent debtor  no  further,  after  what  remains  of  his  wrecked 
fortune  has  been  equitably  divided  amongst  those  to  whom 
he  is  indebted. 

Beyond  this  the  law  sees  and  wisely  adjudges  that  there 
is  an  end  of  all  reasonable  hope  of  further  advantage  to  cre- 
ditors. A  form  of  indebtedness  still  remains,  but  the  sub- 
stance is  gone.  Nothing  is  left  to  the  debtor  with  which  to 
recover  himself  but  his  hands.  He  may  labor  in  employ- 
ments more  or  less  profitable,  according  to  his  skill  or  his 
habits,  but  in  no  regular  employment  will  or  can  the  wages 
of  labor  afford  more  than  a  current  support  to  the  laborer 
and  those  depen<lent  on  him,  so  long  as  he  is  not  permitted 
to  turn  one  dollar  of  his  surplus  earnings  into  capitid,  or  ob- 
tain one  dollar  of  capital  upon  credit  with  which  to  aid  him 
in  enhancing  the  profits  of  his  business-  a  thing  utterly  for- 
bidden and  rendered  impossible  to  the  bankrupt  debtor.  To 
hold  the  debtor  or  allow  his  creditors  to  hold  him  in  this 
hopeless  position  is  unjust,  unnecessary  and  cruel.  It  is  to 
bind  him  hand  and  foot  and  lay  him  down  at  the  feet  of  his 
creditors,  a  victim  and  a  sacrifice,  as  much  lost  to  himself, 
to  his  family,  and  to  society,  if  not  as  much  degraded,  as  if, 
like  the  delitor  in  Rome,  he  might  be  led  through  the  public 
streets  by  his  creditor,  with  a  halter  round  his  body,  and  he 
made  the  unresisting  subject  of  blows  and  personal  chas- 
tisement. 

It  is  at  this  point  then  that  society  has  an  eminent  duty 
to  perform  towards  the  debtor  and  towards  itself.  That  con- 
tingency has  now  happened,  the  hazard  of  which  the  credi- 
tor was  content  to  run,  for  such  consideration  as  was  satis- 
factory to  himself;  his  debtor  has  fallen  into  hopeless  insol- 
vency, and  his  demand,  or  some  part  of  it,  has  sunk  with 
him.  He  has  nothing  to  com[)lain  of.  By  the  very  act  of 
lending  the  debtor  his  property,  without  exacting  security, 
he  consented  to  take  his  share  with  other  creditors  in  the 
risk  of  loss  and  sacrifice  to  which  the  debtor's  business  ne- 
cessarily expr)sed  their  property  in  his  hands,  and  betook  or 
stipulated  beforehand  for  his  pay  for  that  very  risk.  The  en- 
terprise has  turned  out  an  unlucky  one,  and  he  must  bear 
his  loss.  The  liw  has  ste[ii)cd  in,  as  he  knew  it  woulo',  or 
as  he  knew  it  might  and  ought,  by  the  terms  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country,  to  make  an  equitable  adjustment  of 
profit  and  loss  between  him  and  his  partners  in  the  enter- 
prise, the  other  creditors  ;  and  having  done  this,  it  has  done 
all  that  the  nature  of  the  case  adiuitted  of  for  hia  aid  and 
benefit.  And  now  comes  the  case  of  the  debtor,  and  the  in- 
terest which  society  has  in  his  restoration. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  to  interfisre  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  impair  the  obligation  of  iiontracts  between  indivi- 
duals is  an  e.xercise  of  high  transcendental  power  on  the 
part  of  Government.  This  Government  does,  when  it  un- 
dertakes to  release  a  party  frotn  the  performance  of  any  part 
of  his  contract.  This  power  is  expressly  prohibited  to  the 
States  by  the  Constitution;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  belongs 
as  little  to  this  Government  as  to  the  States,  except  so  far  as 


it  may  be  included  in  the  power  expressly  given  to  establish 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  W  ithin  the  legitimate 
range  of  such  laws,  the  power  undoubtedly  exists;  and  it 
had  long  been  a  part  of  the  policy  of  such  laws,  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  discharge  the  honest  bank- 
rupt from  tlie  remainder  of  his  debts  after  his  entire  estate 
has  been  applied  ratably  towards  the  payment  of  them. 

It  is  believed  that  power  like  this  exists,  of  necessity,  in 
every  country  where  capital  and  credit  are  extensively  em- 
ployed in  the  prosecution  of  business  and  of  enterprise.  In 
our  country,  it  has  been  expressly  confided  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  it  can  be  exercised,  with  full  efFect,  by  no 
other  authority.  'l"he  duty  of  this  Government,  then,  is  as 
plain  as  its  power,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  matter  of  just  re- 
proach that  it  has  been  so  long  neglected.  After  the  law 
has  compelled  the  debtor  to  the  performance  of  his  contracts 
as  far  as  all  his  means  will  go,  and  when  it  has,  on  mature 
deliberation,  pronounced  its  solemn  judgment  that  further 
performance  at  the  present  time,  or  at  any  time,  has  through 
unavoidable  misfortune,  become  morally  impossible,  while 
the  ordinary  legal  power  of  his  creditors  over  him  remains, 
then  the  release  of  the  debtor  from  any  further  legal  liability 
on  his  contracts  becomes  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  gov- 
erning power.  Let  the  moral  obligation  remain,  as  it  will, 
as  strong  as  ever;  it  is  the  legal  liability  only  which  is  touch- 
ed. It  affects  the  remedy,  rather  than  the  oblii^ation.  Go- 
vernment does  not  tear  the  contract,  or  order  it  to  be  deliver- 
ed up  to  be  cancelled.  It  leaves  to  the  creditor  the  evidence 
of  his  debt  in  full  possession,  and  it  does  not  relieve  the 
debtor,  in  the  least  degree,  from  the  full  moral  force  of  his 
promises  and  undertakings  whenever  he  may  have  ability  to 
perform  them.  It  does  nothing  more  than  withhold  from 
the  creditor  the  aid  and  power  of  the  courts,  after  it  has  ju- 
dicially ascertained  that  further  performance  on  the  part  of 
the  debtor  has  become  impossible.  The  duty  of  civil  so- 
ciety to  supply  to  creditors  the  means  of  coercion  and  reme- 
dy, through  its  courts,  in  case  of  a  breach  of  contract,  is  one 
of  indispensable  obligation;  but  Government  must  decide  for 
itself  when  this  duty  has  been  faithfully  performed,  and 
when  it  has  gone  far  enough  for  the  ends  of  substantial  jus- 
tice. It  must  have  the  right  to  judge,  in  the  first  place,  what 
modes  and  forms  of  remedy  it  will  give,  and,  then,  how  far 
such  remedy  shall  be  pursued  and  carried.  When  it  has 
been  pushediis  far  as  it  is  safe  for  human  power  to  go — as 
far  as  it  can  go  without  unmitigated  evil — then  it  is  time  to 
withhold  it. 

On  the  general  principles  which  have  now  been  stated, 
the  main  provisions  of  this  bill  rest.  No  distinction  is  here 
attempted  to  be  set  up  between  an  insolvent  system  and  a 
bankrupt  system.  All  persons,  whatever  may  be  their  occu- 
pation who  are  unable  to  meet  their  debts  and  engagements, 
are  insolvents.  And  if  they  so  declare  themselves,  they  are 
deemed  bankrupts.     These  arc  voluntary  bankrupts. 

It  is,  in  regard  to  the  mercantile  classes  only,  or  those 
whose  business  renders  them  directly  liable  to  the  peculiar 
hazards  which  attend  mercantile  operations  ;  it  is  in  regard 
to  debtors  in  these  classes  only,  and  where  their  indebted- 
ness amounts  to  a  certain  sum,  that  the  right  is  given  to 
creditors,  under  limitations,  and  on  the  happening  of  certain 
events,  to  cause  such  debtors  to  be  declared  bankrupt,  and 
have  their  estates  seized  for  their  behoof.  These  are  then  in- 
voluntary bankrupts.  And  this  is  the  only  distinction  made 
in  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  various  classes  of  insolvent  debtors 
in  the  community,  to  whom  such  a  bill  is  deemed  at  all  ap- 
plicable. 

The  bill  proceeds  upon  the  principle  that  every  person  in 
the  community,  of  whatever  calling,  who,  in  the  employment 
of  capital  and  credit,  applied  by  his  skill  and  industry,  in 
production,  has  fallen  into  hopeless  insolvency,  so  that  all 
further  effort  to  restore  and  redeem  himself  has  become  evi- 
dently useless,  is  entitled  to  the  relief  which  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  afford  ;  and  that  in  all  cases  the  debtor  may,  if  he 
choose,  take  the  initiative.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
particular  classes  just  referred  to,  it  has  been  thought  advisa- 
ble and  proper,  on  account  of  the  great  importance  and  ne- 
cessity of  promptness  and  punctuality  in  meeting  all  their 
engagements,  that  it  should  be  put  in  the  power  of  their 
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creditors  to  move  against  them  in  certain  circumstances, 
without  waiting  for  them  tostirthe  subject  of  theirinsolvency. 

In  the  principles  already  stated,  will  lie  found  the  reasons 
for  making  the  provisions  of  this  bill  apply  as  well  to  exist- 
ing cases  and  contracts  as  to  those  which  arise  after  the  pass- 
age of  the.  act. 

All  the  legitimate  power  of  civil  society  would  be  exerted 
in  vain  to  coerce  a  full  compliance  with  the  contracts  of  in- 
solvents, who  have  first  lost  the  means  of  payment  vvhich 
they  had  in  possession,  and  then  are  stript  by  existing  laws 
of  all  the  ordinary  and  indispensable  means  and  instruments 
of  accumulation  and  recovery.  There  are  supposed  to  be 
not  less  than  50Ll,0U0  such  persons  now  in  the  United  States; 
men  who,  though  now  bankrupt  and  ruined  themselves,  have 
by  their  industry  and  skill  in  business,  and  the  use  of  capital 
and  credit,  added  millions  upon  millions  to  the  aggregate 
wealth  of  the  nation — a  wealth  that  still  subsists,  though  no 
part  of  it  is  theirs;  and  who  need  only  to  be  relieved  from 
the  bondage  of  oppressive  debt  to  enter  again,  with  renewed 
but  chastened  energy,  on  the  field  of  enterprise,  and  add  again 
new  millions  to  the  wealth  of  the  community.  Society,  any 
more  than  their  own  families,  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  ser- 
vices of  such  men. 

It  is  believed,  too,  to  be  the  highest  interest  of  creditors 
themselves  that  the  condition  of  their  insolvent  debtors,  either 
voluntary  or  at  their  instance  should  be  disclosed  before  their 
affairs  once  on  the  decline,  become  desperate,  leaving  no- 
thing available  for  the  payment  of  their  debts.  No  doubt 
whatever  is  entertained  that  under  a  judicious  biinkrupt 
system,  more  will  be  realized  to  creditors,  on  the  whole,  from 
their  insolvent  debtors,  that  would  be  if  they  should  be  left 
to  follow  up  the  usual  remedies  without  it.  Among  other 
advantages  which  creditors  will  have  under  this  bilfis  that 
of  being  relieved  from  those  unjust  preferences  by  which  it 
too  often  happens  that  the  whole  estate  of  a  failing  debtor  is 
applied  to  satisfy  a  favorite  creditor  in  full,  while  all  the  rest 
are  left  to  bear  the  loss  of  their  entire  demands. 

That  creditors  themselves  now  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the 
passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  whether  viewed  as  a  question  of 
property  or  a  question  of  policy  and  humanity,  is  abundant- 
ly evinced  by  the  numerous  petitions  which  have  come  to 
us  from  every  quarter  of  the  country,  and  especially  from  the 
great  commercial  cities.  The  number  of  those  who  still  cling 
to  ancient  opinions  in  this  matter,  and  who  remonstrate 
against  the  escape  of  their  insolvent  debtors  out  of  their  hands 
on  any  terms,  is  comparatively  very  small,  and  is  believed  to 
be  diminishing  almost  daily.  As  we  have  said,  more  will 
be  saved  out  of  insolvents'  estates  under  a  judicious  bank- 
rupt law  than  could  be  without  it;  while  to  all  persons  en- 
gaged in  prosperous  business,  and  to  the  community  at  large, 
the  gain  which  must  be  realized  by  restoring  so  many  valua- 
ble customers  and  co-operators  in  productive  employment  to 
active  and  profitable  life  and  business  cannot  fail  to  be  im- 
mense. 

This  bill  does  not  include  corporations  among  the  debtors 
on  whom  it  operates,  A  recurrence  to  the  principles  stated 
in  this  report  will  show  that  a  bill,  framed  on  such  a  basis 
at  this,  could  not,  without  serious  discrepancy,  embrace  cor- 
porations. Corporations  aggregate  cannot  be  imprisoned; 
nor,  where  the  corporate  body  is  alone  liable  for  debts,  could 
the  corporators  be  imprisoned  or  held  personally  responsible 
in  any  way.  As  a  general,  if  not  an  invariable  rule,  these 
corporations  end  their  existence  on  falling  into  insolvency. 
Their  effects  are  distributed  among  their  creditors,  and  the 
corporation  ceases.  Every  thing  is  done,  in  this  respect,  in 
the  case  of  a  corporation,  under  its  own  charter,  which  is 
proposed  to  be  done,  under  this  bill,  in  the  case  of  individu- 
als; while  such  corporations,  being  dissolved  after  their  effects 
are  distributed,  could  not  require  and  could  not  receive  a 
discharge  from  their  debts  as  bankrupts.  They  would  be 
discharged  already.  The  law  of  their  organization  is  or 
should  be  bankrupt  law  enough  for  them.  The  remedy, 
moreover,  in  case  of  insolvency  of  a  corporation,  is  complete, 
or  may  be,  in  the  State  where  the  corporation  exists.  The 
corporation  is  a  creature  of  the  State  law,  having  a  local  ex- 
istence, which,  from  its  very  nature,  lasts  no  longer  than  its 
eolvency ;  and  if  the  corporation  falls  into  insolvency,  no  aid 


or  authority  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  is  neces- 
sary to  give  all  the  relief  which  the  case  requires  or  is  sus- 
ceptible of.  State  authority  and  State  power  is  sufficient  for 
this  purpose. 

The  proposition  which  has  sometimes  been  made  to  in- 
clude incorporated  banks  in  a  bankrupt  bill,  proceeds  evident- 
ly on  the  notion  of  the  necessity  of  restraining  them  in  the 
exercise  of  their  power  of  creating  currency.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  currency  ;  and  if  the  power  of  arresting  State  banks 
in  their  business  of  creating  currency,  or  upon  their  abuse  of 
that  business,  belongs  to  this  Government  at  all,  it  is  believed 
that  it  is  not  appropriately  derived  from  the  clause  in  the 
Constitution  concerning  bankruptcies,  but  from  son:e  au- 
thority which  it  possesses  over  the  subject  of  currency. 

The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  their  duty  to  go  into 
an  inquiry  concerning  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  legislate  over  State  banks  in  the  mode  and  with  the  view 
proposed  ;  which  is  understood  to  be  that  of  arresting  their 
proceedings,  by  the  legal  interposition  of  this  Government, 
whenever  they  shall  suspend  payments  in  specie.  Whe- 
ther such  a  power  exists,  and,  if  it  does  exist,  whether  it  is 
expedient  to  exercise  it,  seems  to  have  no  immediate  con- 
nexion with  the  subject  now  under  consideration.  We  aro 
clearly  of  opinion  that  such  an  enactment  could  not  find  a 
proper,  if  it  could  a  constitutional  place,  in  a  bankrupt  law 
fiamed  on  the  principles  and  with  the  objects  of  this  bill. 

Annual  Consumption  of  Country  Produce  in  tlie 
City  of  New  Yoi-li. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  annual 
amount  of  sales  of  articles  of  country  produce  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  for  the  consumption  of  the  inhabitants: 

Fresh  Beef, '. $1,470,000 

do    Veal 3G5,000 

do    Mutton  and  Lamb, 335,000 

do    Pork, 600,000 

do    Poultry,  Game,  Eggs,  &c.  1,10'J,000 
Salted  Beef,  Pork  and  Hams,. . .    1,200,000 

Vegetables  and  Fruit 1 ,200,000 

Milk 1,000,000 

Butter,  Cheese  and  Lard, 1,500,000 

Flour,  Meal  and  other  bread  stuffs,  3,0  J0,000      - 

Hay  and  Oats 750,000 

Fuel,  (Wood  and  Coal)  exclusive 

of  steam  fuel, 2,500,000 

Articles  not  enumerated, 580,000 

$16,500,000 
The  above  is  not  intended  to  include  building  materials. 
JV.  F,  and  Erie  R.  It,  Report. 

Cunaril  Steamers* 

The  Boston  Transcript  says  a  year  has  just  expired  since 
their  Liverpool  steamers  began  to  run.  They  have  made 
nineteen  trips,  on  an  average  of  fourteen  days  and  ten  hours, 
every  thing  considered,  exhibiting  vyonderful  punctuality. — 
The  Transcript  gives  the  following  table  of  trips,  not  deduct- 
ing their  detention  at  Halifax. 

Britannia  arrived  July  18,  1840,  in  14  days  8  hours. 
Acadia  "         Aug.  17,       «      in   12     "     12       " 

Britannia  "  Sept.  17,  "  in  13  "  12  " 
Caledonia  "  Oct.  2,  "  in  13  "  00  " 
Acadia  "         Oct.  17,        "      in    12     "     12       " 

Britannia  «  Nov,  3,  «  in  13  "  12  " 
Caledonia  "  Nov.  19,  "  in  14  "  22  " 
Acadia  «         Dec.  21,        "      in    16     "     22       « 

Columbia  "  Jan.  21,  1841,  in  16  "  15  " 
Britannia  "  Feb.  22,  «'  in  17  "  12  « 
Caledonia  "  Mar.  20,  "  in  15  "  20  « 
Acadia  "         April    7,        "      in    18     "     12       « 

Columbia  '•  April  21,  «  in  15  "  00  « 
Britannia  "  May  6,  "  in  15  "  10  '• 
Caledonia  "  ^  May  19,  "  in  14  "12  « 
Acadia  "         June    2,        "      in    13     "     13       « 

Columbia  "  June  17,  "  in  12  "  02  " 
Britannia  «  July  3,  "  in  13  "  12  " 
Caledonia      "        July  17,        "      in   13     "     01       " 
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TARIFF. 


[JCLT, 


PubUo  liancl  Bill  aud  the  TarifiV 

Mr.  Cliflbrc!,  of  f^aine,  made  a  very  Rensible  speech  on 
these  subjects,  as  connected  with  e^^ch  other,  in  the  United 
Slates  House  of  Representatives.  June  29.  He  opposed  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States,  for  this  special  reason,  that,  after  Inying  a  tax  of  20 
per  cent,  upon  all  luxuries,  it  would  still  leave  a  deficient 
revenue  for  the  support  of  Government.     He  said, — 

[N.  Y,  Joxirnal  of  Commerce. 

"A  very  slight  examination  of  the  documents  of  commerce 
and  navigation  would  satisfy  every  reasonable  man  that  the 
whole  amount  of  free  importations  which  could  properly  be 
called  luxuries,  constantly  with  the  opinions  and  habits  of 
the  whole  people  of  the  country,  having  reference  to  every 
class  in  society,  whether  rich  or  poor,  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  val. 
en  this  amount  would  yield  to  the  Treasury  five  millions  of 
dollars — provided  the  enhanced  cost  to  the  consumer,  the 
necessary  eflect  of  all  increased  rate  of  duty,  should  not  re- 
duce the  amount  of  consumption,  and  consequently  the 
amount  of  importations.  The  importation  ©f  luxur'es  is 
more  likely  to  be  reduced  hy  augmenting  the  rate  of  duties 
than  necessaries,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the  people  can 
better  forego  the  use  of  the  former  when  the  price  is  high 


than  of  the  latter,  which  are  indispensably  requisite  to  a  com- 
fortable subsistence,  and  must  therefore  be  purchased,  whether 
at  a  high  or  low  price.  Put  the  case  in  the  most  favorable 
light  for  the  argument  on  the  other  side,  and  I  am  sure  that 
no  one  who  viill  take  the  trouble  to  examine  this  table  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  will  undertake  to  affirm  that  any 
greater  amount  of  revenue  than  five  millions  of  dollars  can 
be  raised  from  the  list  of  articles  therein  enumerated;  and  I 
will  again  call  upon  the  other  side  to  specify  any  other  article 
now  free  of  duty,  and  of  importance  to  the  argument,  that 
they  would  have  included  in  the  list  to  be  effected  by  the 
new  imposition  ;  if  none  is  named,  it  will  be  assumed  that 
none  can  be. 

No  one  will  name  any  article,  and  yet  it  is  possible  there 
may  be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  articles  properly 
denominated  necessaries,  in  contradistinction  to  luxuries.  I 
would  like  to  be  informed  whether  in  speaking  of  luxuries, 
gentlemen  include  tea,  coffee,  sugar  and  molasses?  Amongst 
my  constituents  these  articles,  if  ever  they  were  regarded  as 
luxuries,  they  have  ceased  to  be  so.  I'hey  are  consumed  in 
every  family,  by  the  poor  as  much  as  by  the  rich;  and  the 
habits  and  customs  of  the  people  in  this  respect  cannot  be 
changed  by  the  force  of  arbitrary  and  oppressive  laws,  with- 
out producing  serious  complaint,  and  they  ought  not  to  be 
so  changed  under  any  pretence  whatever. 


Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  certain  articles  imported  in  1838,  1839  and  1840,/ree  of  duty,  and  the  amount  of 

duty  -which  tvotdd  have  accrued  at  tiventy  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


Specie i  of  Merchandise. 


Silks,  lace,  shawls,  sliades, 
veils.  &c 

Olher  manufactures  of  silks.. 

Silk  and  worsted  goods 

Camlets  of  goat's  hair,  &c.. . 

Worsted  stuff  coods 

Linens,  bleach'd  &  unbleach'd 

Ticklenburgs,  osnaburgs,  and 
burlaps 

Sheetings,  brown  and  white. . 

Bolting  cloths 

Wool,  not  above  eight  cents 
per  pound 

Quicksilver 

('rude  saltpetre 

Tin  in  plates  and  sheets. . . 

Animals  not  for  breed 

Opium 

AH  other  articles 


1838. 


Forjign 
cost,  &c. 


$171,030 
8,106,675 
1,522,272 
95,252 
3,933,455 
3,526,001 

362,725 

325,345 

28,972 

445,478 
1 15,534 
142,389 

1,025,649 

150,219 

83,726 

5,033,607 


$25,068,322 


Duty  at  20  per 
cent. 


$34,206  00 
1,621,335  00 
304,454  40 
19,050  40 
786,691  00 
705,200  20 

72,545  00 

65,069  00 

5,794  40 

89,095  fiO 
23,106  80 
28,477  80 
205,128  40 
30,043  80 
16,745  20 
1,006,721  40 


1839. 


Forsign 
cost,  &c. 


§345,490 
18,685,295 
2,319,884 
128,389 
7,025,898 
6,731,278 

483,269 

635,789 

64,283 

527,620 
245,660 
369,152 

1,145,183 
251,286 
254,975 

8,707,402 


$5,013,664  40  $47,820,853 


Duty  at  20  per 
cent. 


$69,098  00 
3,7.7,059  00 

463,976  80 

25,677  80 

1,40.5,179  60 

1,346,255  60 

96,653  80 

107,157  80 

12,856  60 

105,524  00 

49,132  00 

73,830 
229,036 

50,257 

50,995 


40 
60 
20 
00 


1,741,480  40 


$9,564,170  60 


1840. 


Foreign 
cost,  &c. 


$309,858 
7,979,100 
1,729,792 
7,240 
2,387,338 
4,179,120 

329,054 

261,173 

74,534 

675,009 

.'i4,4l5 

366,263 

879,078 

145,511 

40,874 

5,849,116 


$25,267,475 


Duty  at  20  per 
cent. 


$61,971  60 

1,595,820  00 

345,958  40 

1,448  00 

477,467  60 

835,824  00 

65,810  80 

52,234  60 

14,906  80 

135,001  80 

10,883  00 

73,252  60 

175,815  60 

29,102  20 

8,174  80 

1,169,823  20 


$5,053,495  00 


TnEASUux  DEPAnTirtE?JT,  Register  s  Office,  June  28,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  liegister. 


Physicians'  Fees  in  Old  Times. 

•By  the  following  extract  from  the  State  records,  our  read- 
ere  will  perceive  that  the  salary  and  fees  of  the  physicians 
in  this  State  were  formerly,  in  some  cases  at  least,  fixed  by 
law  at  a  rate  that  v/ould  hardly  bo  satisfactory  to  the  pro- 
fession at  the  present  day.  In  addition  to  the  following  scale 
of  fees  for  medical  gentlemen,  adopted  in  1652,  the  prices 
fir  all  the  produce  of  the  farmer  and  the  wages  of  day  la- 
borers were  at  the  same  time  fixed  by  law.  ^ 

General  Court,  1652. 

Thomas  Lord  having  engaged  to  this  Court,  to  continue 
hia  abode  in  Hartford  for  the  next  ensuing  year,  and  to  im- 
prove hi»  best  skill  amongst  \he  inhabitants  of  the  towns 


upon  the  river,  within  this  jurisdiction,  both  for  setting  of 
bones  and  otherwise,  as  at  all  times  occasions  and  necessities 
may  or  shall  require.  This  Court  doih  grant,  that  he  shall 
be  paid  by  the  country,  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  for  the 
s?iid  ensuing  year — and  they  do  dei  lare,  that  for  every  visit 
or  journey  that  he  shall  take  or  make  being  sent  for  to  any 
houisc  in  Hartford,  twelve  pence  as  reasonable;  to  any  house 
in  Windsor,  five  shillings;  to  any  house  in  Wethersfield, 
three  shillings;  to  any  house  in  Farmington,  six  shillings; 
to  any  house  in  Mattabeseck,*  eight  shillings — (he  having 
promised  that  he  will  require  no  more,)  and  that  he  shall  be 
freed  for  the  time  aforesaid  from  watching,  warding  and 
training,  but  not  from  finding  arms  according  to  law." 


Middletown. 


[Hartford  Courant, 


1841.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Votes  in  Boston  for  Presidential  Electors  in  1840. 

Mr.  Editor, — Having  recently  had  occasion  to  count  the 
rames  of  voters  on  the  several  Ward  liists  in  Boston,  at  the 
Municipal  election  on  the    Uth  of  December,  1840,  I  find 
the  whole  numher  to  be  I5,'J99.     It  was  stated  in  the  Mer- 
cantile Journal  on  the  5th  of  November  last,  that  the  whole 
number  on  the  lists  oTi  the  1th  of  the  same  month,  5  days  be- 
fore the  choice  of  Presidential  Electors,  was  l.'),212,only  87 
less  than  they  were  on  the  14  th  of  December.  It  is  presumed 
that,  in  these  5  days,  f>7  names  were  added, — and  that  few 
or  no  names  were  added  or  erased  during  the  interval  between 
the  two  elections  ;  so  that,  without  material  error,  we  may 
assume  1-^,299  as  the  number  of  voters  on  the  Lists  on  the 
9th   of   November,    1840,  at   the  election  of   Presidential 
Electors;  and  accordingly  I  have  constructed  the  following 
Table,  which  contains  in  the  1st  column  the  Wards;  in  the 
£d,  the  number  of  voters  on  each  Ward  list;   in  the  3d,  the 
number  of  votes  in  each   Ward  fur  Presidential  Electors, 
November  9,  1840  ;  in  the  4th,  the  ratio  per  cent,  of  votes 
to  voters ;  in  the  5th,  the  number  of  voters  absent  from  the 
polls  at  the  Presidential  Election  ;  in  the  6th,  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  each  ward,  according  to  the  United  States 
Census  of  June,  1840  ;  and  in  the  7lh,  the  ratio  per  cent,  of 
votes  Jo  the  population. 


11.37  per  cent.,  and  Louisiana,  with  12.26  percent.,  return- 
ed so  small  a  proportion  as  Boston.  In  the  last  two  States, 
the  colored  population  are  left  out  of  the  account,  as  they 
are  excluded  from  voting. 

In  Michigan,  the  proportion  was  the  greatest  in  any  of  the 
2.5  States,  being  20.87  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population, 
and  20.94  per  cent.,  exclusive  of  the  colored  population, 
who  are  prohibited  from  voting;  the  next  greatest  propor- 
tion was  in  New  Hampshire,  where  it  was  20.82  per  cent. 
It  would  be  an  interesting  subject  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  these  differences.  I  will,  at  this  time,  merely  add.  that 
the  increase  of  population  in  Michigan  has  been  greater  than 
that  of  any  of  the  States,  from  18j0  to  1840 — it  having 
been  180,623,  from  31,639  to  212,267,  or  570.90  per  cent, 
in  these  ten  years.  G. 

[Boston  Atlas. 


Eatio  of 

Ratio  of 

votes  to 

votes  to 

U.  States 

popula- 

voters. 

Census  of 

tion. 

Wards 

.  Voters 

.  Votes,   p.  c. 

Absent. 

1840. 

p.  c. 

1st 

1406 

1005     71.47 

401 

7512 

13.37 

2d 

893 

642     71.89 

251 

*15282 

4.20 

Sd 

1685 

1183     70.50 

497 

7345 

16.17 

4  th 

162.5 

1239     76.24 

386 

7389 

16.76 

5th 

1372 

1110     80.90 

262 

6879 

16.13 

6th 

1369 

970     70.85 

399 

7288 

13.30 

7th 

1380 

1052     76.22 

328 

6482 

16.22 

8th 

810 

668     82  46 

142 

6702 

9.96 

9th 

1192 

923     77.43 

269 

6742 

13.69 

10th 

1188 

952     80.13 

236 

8136 

11.70 

11th 

1419 

1095     77.16 

324 

7450 

14.69 

12th 

960 
15,299 

764     79.58 
11,608    75.86 

196 
3,691 

6176 

12.37 

Total, 

93,383 

12.43 

From  which  it  appears,  that,  notwithstanding  the  efforts 
which  were  made  to  induce  all  the  voters  to  go  to  the  polls, 
only  75.86  per  cent,  of  those  whose  names  were  on  the  lists, 
carried  in  their  votes  for  Presidential  Electors,  November  9, 
1840,  while  3691  voters  were  absent  from  the  polls.  This 
fact  may  surprise  some  who  have  not  looked  into  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  population  of  Boston,  according  to  the  United  States 
Census  of  1840,  was  93,383,  of  which  1 1,608,  the  whole 
number  of  votes,  was  only  12.43  per  cent. ;  while  the  pro- 
portion in  other  parts  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  was 
17.90  per  cent,  and  in  the  whole  State  1 7.20  per  cent.  In 
all  the  States  except  South  Carolina,  where  the  electors  are 
appointed  by  the  Legislature,  and  leaving  out  of  the  account 
the  colored  population,  who  are  excluded  from  the  ballot- 
box,  and  some  others,  the  proportion  of  votes  to  the  free 
population  was  17.35  per  cent. 

Had  all  whose  names  were  on  the  lists,  voted,  the  propor- 
tion of  votes  to  the  population  in  Boston,  would  have  been 
only  16.38  per  cent.  It  seems  that.the  comparative  number 
of  voters,  and  especially  that  of  votes,  was  very  small  in 
Boston.  Very  few  of  the  States  returned  so  small  a  pro- 
portion,— only  Rhode  Island,  where  the  elective  franchise  is 
very  much  limited,  with  but  7.85  per  cent.;  Virginia,  with 

•  In  the  State  census  in  May,  1840,  the  population  of 
2d  ward  was  6817,  and  the  proportion  of  voters  would  be 
9.41  per  cent. ;  but  in  the  United  States  census,  8465  more 
persons  were  included.  In  the  other  wards  there  are  small 
variations,  but  not  enough  to  make  any  material  differences 
in  the  proportions. 


A  visit  to  Miss  White,  at  Flymoutli. 

A  visit  to  Miss  White,  at  Plymouth,  a  descendant  of  the 
Pilgrim  Father,  William  White. — She  received  us  rechning 
on  her  bed,  but  neatly  dressed,  as  for  ten  years  past  she  has 
had  but  a  partial  use  of  her  limbs  for  walking.     Her  face, 
however,  was  remarkably  free  from  wrinkles  that  usually  ac- 
company so  great  an  age,  her  features  were  so  pleasing  as 
to  indicate  the  possession  of  great  beauty  when  young,  and 
she  had  not  a  gray  hair  on  her  head.  Her  hair  was  as  brown 
though  not  quite  so  full  as  that  of  a  woman  of  25  ;  and  her 
cheerful  smile,  firm  voice,  and  intelligent  conversation,  made 
it  difficult  to  believe  in  what  was,  however,  beyond  all  doubt, 
that  she  was  really  91  years  of  age.  She  described  her  sight 
as  perfectly  good  ;  and  her  constant  occupation  of  knitting, 
sewing  or  reading,  had  never  yet  relaxed,  or  become  painful. 
The  room  in  which  .she  lived,  was  in  a  house  more  than  two 
hundred  years  old,  and  one  of  the  earliest  of  those  built  in 
the  colony.     It  was  of  wood  but  constructed  with  great 
strength,  and  the  exact  pattern  of  an  English  house  of  the 
same  period — a  central  door,  low  but  wide,  with  a  large 
handle  shaped  brass  knocker,  (of  which  we  saw  more  in  Ply- 
mouth than  in  any  other  town)  with  a  broad  entrance  hall, 
and  rooms  on  each  side.  The  house  was  two  stories  in  height 
but  the  ceilings  were  very  low  ;  and  across  those  of  the  larger 
rooms,  extended  a  thick  and  heavy  beam  of  wood,  laid  flat, 
and  not  endwise  as  in  modern  buildings.  Miss  White's  room 
was  called  "  The  Cabin  of  the  Mayflower,"  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly the  most  perfect  cabinet  of  antiquities  we  had  yet 
seen. 

The  chair  used  by  Governor  Carver,  on  board  the  May- 
flower, made  of  old  English  oak,  with  a  staple  for  lashing 
it  to  the  ship's  deck  in  stormy  weather,  was  a  prominent  ar- 
ticle in  the  furniture :  the  other  chairs  were  of  the  old  high- 
backed  English  fashion,  the  seats  stuffed  with  hair,  the  wood 
of  dark  mahogany,  the  covering  of  striped  black  stuff — 
The  old  chest  of  drawers,  with  fanciful  brass  handles;  the 
oak  framed  horizontal  paned  glass  over  the  chimney-piece, 
the  little  lion  pawed  mahogany  pier-table,  the  perpendicular 
and  narrow  oak  framed  pier-glass  between  the  front  window, 
with  the  dark  green  watered  moreen  curtains,  and  the  family 
arms  of  the  Whites  and  the  Howlands,  both  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
hanging  over  the  mantel- piece,  framed  and  glazed,  as  issued 
from  the  Herald's  College  in  London,  carried  one  back  so 
completely  to  the  English  country  mansions  of  past  cen- 
turies, that  it  was  diflScult  to  feel  one's  self  in  the  New 
World,  and  among  a  yet  infant  people. 

[Buckins^ham's  jimerica. 


Arrival  Extra. 

The  schooner  Experiment,  says  the  New  Haven  Palla- 
dium, loaded  with  lumber  and  oars,  and  manned  by  three 
men,  arrived  ia  our  harbor  yesterday  from  Presque  Isle,  on 
Lake  Erie,  about  70  miles  above  Buffalo,  which  place  she 
left  on  the  2d  inst.  She  is  above  60  feet  in  length,  although 
heavily  loaded,  draws  but  two  feet  and  a  half  of  water.  The 
captain,  as  one  might  know,  is  a  true  Yankee,  and  is  bound 
to  Providence  his  native  place,  and  has  taken  this  method 
to  make  his  visit  a  profitable  one. 
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IMPORTS,  EXPORTS,  AND  VALUE  OF  COFFEE. 


[Jolt, 


Coffee  Trade  of  tlie  V.  S.  from  1831  to  1810. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  a  member  of  Congress  relative 
to  the  comparative  prices  of  Coffee  for  a  series  of  years  prior 
to,  and  since,  the  act  of  1833  abolishing  the  duties,  we  have 
prepared  the  following  table — taking  the  annual  reports  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  the  basis  of  our  calculations. 
We  know  of  no  other  mode  of  arriving  at  the  facts,  although 
we  are  aware,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  different  quali- 
ties of  Coffee,  being  all  blended  together,  the  average  thus 
obtained,  will  not  probably  correspond  with  the  actual  price 
of  any  particular  quality  taken  separately.   But  for  the  gene- 


ral purpose  of  the  present  inquiry,  this  mode  of  arriving  at 
the  desired  information,  may  be  a  sufficiently  close  approxi- 
mation to  the  truth.  The  value  and  prices  of  the  imports 
being  obtained  from  the  invoices,  must  show  correctly  the 
cost  at  the  place  of  purchase.  The  value  of  the  exports,  is, 
we  presume,  a  general  average  of  the  prices  throughout  the 
year,  as  obtained  at  the  Treasury  Department — and  we  learn 
from  the  Custom-House,  is  the  value  of  the  article  at  the 
"  short  price,"  that  is  with  the  drawback  taken  off.  By 
adding  therefore  5  cents  to  the  prices  of  exports  from  1821 
to  1833,  the  average  price  per  lb.  based  on  the  valuation  by 
the  Secretary  may  be  ascertained. 


Imports,  Exports,  and  Value  of  Coffee. 

Statement  showing  the  imports,  exports,  and  value  of  Coffee  into  and  from  the  United  States,  with  the  quantity  left 
for  consumption  or  exportation,  for  each  year  from  1821  to  1839,  ending  September  30,  and  the  average  price. 


Imports. 

Value. 

Price  of 

Consumption 

Value  of 

Average 

Left  for 

Years. 

imports. 

or 

exports. 

price  of 

consumption 

- 

lbs. 

dolls. 

21 

exportation. 

exports. 

or  exportation. 

1821 

21,273,659 

4,489,970 

1-10 

9,387,596 

2,087,479 

22  1-4 

11,886,063 

1822 

25,782,390 

5,552,649 

21 

5-10 

7,267,119 

1,65.3,607 

22  3-4 

18,515,271 

1823 

37,337,732 

7,098,119 

19 

1-10 

20,900,687 

4,262,699 

20  4-10 

16,437,045 

1824 

39,224,251 

5,437,029 

13 

1-10 

19,427,227 

2,923,079 

15 

19,797,024 

1825 

45,190,630 

5,250,828 

11 

6-10 

24,512,568 

3,254,936 

13  1-4 

20,678,062 

1826 

37,319,497 

4,159,558 

11 

5-10 

11,584,713 

1,449,022 

12  1-2 

25,734,784 

1827 

50,051,986 

4,464,391 

8 

9-10  - 

21,697,789 

2,324,784 

10  3-4 

28,354,197 

1828 

55,194,697 

5,192,338 

9 

5-10 

16,037,964 

1,497,097 

9  1-3 

39,156,733 

1829 

51,133,538 

4,588,585 

9 

18,083,843 

1,536,565 

9  1-2 

33,049,695 

1830 

51,488,248 

4,227,021 

8 

2. 10 

13,124,561 

1,046,542 

8 

38,363,687 

1831 

81,757,386 

6,317,666 

7 

7-10 

6,056,629 

521,527 

8  6-10 

75,700,757 

1832 

91,722,329 

9,099,464 

10 

55,251,158 

6,583,344 

11  9-10 

36,471,171 

1333* 

99,955,020 

10,567,299 

10 

6-10 

24,897,114 

3,041,689 

12  1-4 

75,057,906 

1834 

80,153,366 

8,762,657 

10 

9-10 

35,806,861 

4,288,720 

12 

44,346,505 

1835 

103,199,577 

10,715,466 

10 

4-10 

11,446,775 

1,333,777 

11  2-3 

91,752,802 

1836 

93,790,507 

9,653,053 

10 

3-10 

16,143,207 

1,985,176 

12  1-4 

77,647.300 

1837 

88,140,403 

8,657,760 

9 

8-10 

12,096,332 

1,322,254 

10  1-10 

76,044,071 

1838 

88,139,720 

7,640,217 

8 

6-10 

5,267,087 

502,287 

9  4-10 

82,871,633 

1839 

106,696,992 

9,744,103 

9 

1-10 

6,824,475 

737,418 

10  3-4 

99,872,517 

1840 

94,996,095 

8,546,222 

9 

8,698,334 

930,398 

10  6-10 

86,297,761 

*  Imported  in  1833. 

Previous  to  4th  March lbs.  3.1,326,1 20. 

After         do         do      66,628,900. 


.$3,570,248 
.   6,997,051 


lbs.  99,955,020. .  .$10,567,299 


Exports. 

Specific  duties .lbs  10,200,962. 

Free  of  duty 14,696,152. 


.$1,235,106 
.    1,806,583 


lbs.  24,897,114        $3,041,689 


RK9IARKS. 

lbs. 
The  Importations  from  1826  to  1832  both  in- 
clusive, were 418,667,68 1 

Do         from  1834  to  1840 655,116,660 

Being  an  increase  of 236,448,979 

in  the  7  years  succeeding  1 833,  over  those  prior  to  that  year. 

The  Exportations  from  1826  to  1832  were  141,836,657 

Do         1834  to  1840 96,283,071 

Being  a  decrease  of 45,553,586 

in  the  7  years  succeeding  1833,  as  compared  with  the  7 
preceding  it. 

The  consumption  from  1826  to  1832  was.  ,276,831,024 
Do        1834  to  1840 558,833,589 

Being  an  increase  of 282,002,565 

.in  the  consumption  of  the  last  7  years  over  the  former. 


The  average  price  of  the  importations  from  1826  to  1832, 
was  9  3-10  cents  per  lb,;  and  from  1S34  to  1840,  was  97-10, 
being  a  difference  of  4-10  of  a  cent  per  lb.  against  the  lat- 
ter 7  years. 

The  average  price  of  exportations  from  1826  to  1832, 
was  10  5-10  cents,  and  from  1834  to  1840,  was  11  5-10, 
being  1  cent  per  lb.  against  the  latter  7  years. 

It  would  appear  from  these  statements,  that  since,  1833, 
the  amount  of  coffee  imported,  has  increased  56  47-100  per 
cent.,  while  that  exported  has  diminished  32  12-100  per 
cent.  That  the  amount  consumed  has  increased  101  40-100 
per  cent.  That  the  cost  of  the  article  in  the  places  of  growth 
has  advanced,  as  has  also  the  price  in  the  United  States. 

The  great  increase  of  consumption  therefore  would  seem, 
to  have  been  induced  by  some  other  cause  than  the  removal 
of  the  duties,  probably  the  increase  of  population  ;  and  per- 
haps the  facilities  of  transportation  enabling  it  to  reach  the 
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consumer  in  the  interior  at  a  diminished  expense,  while  the 
demand  has  sustained  the  price  in  the  market. 

The  increase  of  population  between  1830  and  1840  has 
been  about  32  9-10  per  cent. 

The  amount  consumed  from  1826  to  1832  would  furnish 
to  each  individual  in  the  United  States  according  to  the 
census  of  1830,  3  7-10  lb.,  per  annum  ;  and  the  quantity 
consumed  from  1834  to  1840,  according  to  the  population 
of  1840,  would  allow  to  each  individual  4  7-10  lbs.,  being 
an  increase  in  the  latter  period  of  1  lb.  to  each,  per  annum. 

This  is  independently,  in  both  cases  of  the  consumption 
of  1833,  which  year  has  been  excluded  from  all  the  preced- 
ing calculations. 

Owing  to  the  high  prices  of  Tea,  it  is  probable  the  con- 
sumption of  Coffee  will  be  further  extended  during  the  pre- 
sent year. 


We  have  already  noticed  the  discovery  of  tin  ore  in  New 
Hampshire — the  following  description  of  the  mineral,  and 
its  locality,  &c.  is  extracted  from  Dr.  Jackson's  first  Geologi- 
cal Report  of  New  Hampshire. 

Tiu  Ore  of  JacI<soii« 

On  the  estate  of  Mr.  Eastman,  of  Jackson,  I  discovered  a 
large  mass  of  tin  ore  which  was  blasted  out  while  obtaining 
specimens  of  the  arsenical  pyrites  which  occur  on  that  es- 
tate. 

The  ore  consists  of  the  massive,  crystallized  and  granular 
oxide  of  tin,  and  is  associated  with  the  arsenical  iron,  but  is 
not  mixed  with  it.  Having  reduced  a  fiew  of  the  crystals  to 
metallic  tin  while  in  the  town  of  Jackson,  I  subsequently 
made  a  minute  chemical  analysis,  and  several  assays  of  the 
ore  in  mass,  and  obtained,  after  pulverizing  and  washing, 
from  30  to  50  per  cent,  of  tin. 

By  assay  in  a  brasqued  crucible,  I  obtained  from  57  grs. 
of  the  washed  and  roasted  ore  22  grains  of  pure  metallic  tin, 
which  would  be  equal  to  37  per  cent,  of  tin  in  the  ore. 

By  washing  the  pulverized  ore  I  found  that  on  an  average, 
53  per  cent,  remained,  which  was  composed  of  fragments 
and  grains  of  oxide  of  tin.     The  pure  crystallized  oxide  of  i 
tin,  according  to  Beudant,  consists  of 

Tin,  76.67 

Oxygen,  21.33 


100.0 

In  order  to  make  a  comparison  between  the  crystals  of 
oxide  of  tin  from  Jackson,  and  those  from  other  localities,  I 
requested  Mr.  J.  E.  Teschemacher,  who  was  very  familiar 
with  all  the  Cornish  varieties,  to  take  some  of  ours  and  to 
measure  them  by  the  Reflecting  Goniometer.  He  politely 
acceded  to  my  wishes,  and  presents  the  following  observa- 
tions. 

Boston  Dec.  4,  1840. 
Dear  Sir: — 
Below  you  will  find  a  drawing,  *  much  enlarged,  of  the 
form  of  most  of  the  crystals  in  the  specimens  of  tin  ore  dis- 
covered by  you  in  New  Hampshire,  which  I  have  examined. 
The  planes  are  not  sufficiently  free  from  striae  to  permit  the  use 
of  the  Reflecting  Goniometer  in  ascertaining  the  angles;  the 
measurements  are  therefore  those  of  Phillips,  of  the  accuracy 
of  which  I  entertain  no  doubt.  The  form  is  that  of  a  made 
of  the  square  prism,  with  a  pyramidal  summit,  arising  from 
modifications  of  an  obtuse  octahedron  with  a  square  base, 
the  primary  form  of  tin  oxide,  the  only  remains  of  this  pri- 
mary. The  figure  represents  a  made  of  only  two  crystals  ; 
the  originals  are  composed  of  several  united  in  the  same  way. 
This  is,  I  believe,  the  most  common  of  the  crystalline  forms 
in  the  tin  deposits  of  other  countries,  and  appears  to  me  a 

*  This  we  are  compelled  to  omit. — Ed. 


reason  for  supposing  the  deposit  in  New  Hampshire  to  be 
large,  which  I  should  have  doubted  had  the  crystalline  forms 
been  those  of  rare  occurrence  elsewhere.  I  return  the  best 
crystals  I  could  select  from  the  specimens  you  were  so  kind 
as  to  give  me. 

Your's  sincerely, 

J,  E.  Teschemachkr. 
Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  Boston. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  will  appear  that  we  have 
satisfactorily  proved  the  existence  of  an  ore  of  tin  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  I  believe  that,  although  some  minute  grains 
have  been  seen  on  the  garnet  rock  of  Haddam,  in  ( 'on- 
nccticut,  that  this  may  be  considered  the  first  proper  tin  ore 
that  has  yet  been  found  in  which  there  was  a  notable  pro- 
portion of  tin. 

This  should  stimulate  to  renewed  search  for  other  veins 
of  this  valuable  ore  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  found  in  work- 
able quantities  in  some  parts  of  the  State  when  more  eyes 
are  made  familiar  with  the  appearance  of  an  ore  which  has 
not  the  least  semblance  to  a  metal,  and  hence  has  probably 
been  heretofore  overlooked  bj"^  those  not  conversant  with 
minerals. 

Thus  far  the  small  tin  vein  of  Jackson  must  be  looked  upon 
only  as  a  valuable  guide,  for  it  does  not  contain  an  adequate 
quantity  of  the  ore  for  supplying  a  furnace. 

By  exploring  the  arsenic  veins  more  tin  ore  may  yet  be 
found,  and  the  arsenic  ore  will  re-pay  the  expense  or  labor 
of  extracting  it,  since  it  will  sell  for  $40  per  ton  in  chemical 
works,  where  it  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  arseniate  of 
potash. 

The  arsenic  ore  of  Jackson  is  found  on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Eastman,  and  is  a  vein  varying  from  1  to  8  inches  in  width, 
and  is  of  unknown  but  great  length. 

This  ore,  on  chemical  analysis,  yields  60  per  cent,  of 
arsenic,  38  per  cent,  of  iron,  and  a  small  proportion  of  sul- 
phur. 

On  distillation,  it  gives  up  more  than  half  its  arsenic,  the 
remainder  being  combined  with  the  iron  so  as  not  to  volata- 
lize.  I  obtained  readily  by  distilling  the  ore  in  an  earthen 
retort,  35  per  cent,  of  brilliant  crystals  of  pure  metallic  arse- 
nic, and  some  octahedral  crystals  of  sulphuret  of  arsenic  in 
the  slatesof  orpiment  and  realgar,  those  sulphurots  crystalliz- 
ing farther  down  the  neck  of  the  retort,  they  being  more 
volatile  than  metallic  arsenic. 

The  arsenic  ore  is  very  heavy,  and  occupies  so  little  bulk 
in  proportion  to  its  weight,  that  it  may  be  transported  to 
market  at  a  sufficiently  low  rate. 

It  will  prove  valuable  as  an  ore  from  which  pure  metallic 
arsenic  may  be  obtained  for  use  in  the  arts,  especially  in  the 
manufacture  of  shot,  arsenic  being  always  mixed  with  the 
lead  to  make  it  granulate  when  poured  through  the  seives  in 
the  shot  towers. 

Business  increase  in  Boston. 

By  the  Boston  Directory  for  1841,  just  published  by 
Stimpson,  it  appears  there  has  been  an  addition  of  1923  bu- 
siness names  since  the  publication  of  1840.  This  is  nearly 
double  the  increase  between  1839  and  1840.  The  increase 
since  1831  has  been  7435,  or  60^  per  cent.  The  whole 
number  of  names  in  the  Directory  of  1831  was  12,295,  and 
the  whole  number  of  1841,  is  19,730. 

The  increase  from  183 1  to  1832  was 3^  per  cent.. 

''  1832  to  1833  "    \l 

1833  to  1814  "    6i       " 

1834  to  ISS.'i  "    6^       « 

«  1835  to  1836  "    H       " 

1836  to  1837  "  5i  " 

"          1857tol838  "  H  " 

"          1838  to  1839  "  5i  " 

"          1839  to  1840  "  6|  «» 

"          1840  to  1841  "  10|,  « 

Warm  "Weatlier. 

July  23  was  the  warmest  day  this  season  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  At  2  o'clock  the  thermometer  was  98  degrees 
above  zero. 
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FINANCES  OF  KENTUCKY. 


[Jew, 


Fluances  orKcntucky. 

FUANKFORT,  Kt 

June  26,  1841. 

Dear  Sir : — I  take  pleasure  in  responding  to  your  note  of 
the  24tli  inst.,  in  which  you  remark,  "  it  is  to  he  regretted 
that,  notwithstanding  the  detailed  and  voluminous  reports 
and  documents  spread  upon  the  Legislative  Journals — their 
wide  dissemination,  and  the  various  puhlicatiuns  that  have 
been  made  on  the  suhject  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Slate, 
and  of  its  ample  means  to  meet  its  engagements — there  yet 
exists,  at  home  and  abroad,  misapprehensions  and  miscon- 
ceptions of  its  actual  fiscal  condition  ;"  and  requesting  me, 
in  my  official  capacity,  as  Secretary  of  Stale  and  Secretary 
of  the  (Jommis.-ioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  present  you 
with  a  condensed  statement  of  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  Stale. 

I  regret  that  pressing  engagements,  at  this  moment,  will 
not  permit  me  to  enter  into  the  suhject  as  fully  as  I  feel  dis- 
posed to  do,  from  a  conviction,  that  more  widely  disseminat- 
ed the  infurrsalion  asked  for,  the  more  highly  will  the  secu- 
rities of  this  State  he  appreciated  and  sought  after  by  capi- 
talists. The  following  synopsis,  however,  extracted  from  an 
article  on  this  suhject,  signed  "  S,"  and  published  in  "  The 
Commonwealth"  of  the  23d  of  March  last,  and  which, 
ujion  a  careful  comparison  with  the  Legislative  Documents, 
I  find  to  he  strictly  accurate,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  accep'alde 
in  response  to  your  inquiries.  I  find,  moreover,  that  it  em- 
braces all  the  documentary  facts  necessaiy  to  a  full  and  im- 
partial understanding  of  this  subject,  and  in  as  condensed  a 
shape  as  the  subject  will  admit  of,  and  I  therefore  feel  the 
less  hesitancy,  under  all  the  circumstances,  in  substituting 
them  in  place  of  a  statement  of  my  own. 
Finances  of  the  State. 

The  bonds  sold  by  fhe  State  for  Internal  Improvement 
purposes,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

l,3f-5,0  0  5  per  cents. — annual  interest,  $     69,250 

1,765,50 J  6         "  "  lOo.ySu' 

600,O.JU  6         "     (six  year  bonds,)  36,000 


Total,  §  >,750,500  Total  annual  interest,         $211,180 

If  to  this  bo  added  a  temporary  loan  of  S40,UU0  from 
the  Banks,  the  tola!  liabilities  of  the  State  will  be  $.3,79u,- 
500,  and  the  annual  interest,  inclusive  of  $8,420  exchange 
on  interest  payable  in  the  East,  will  be  $2^2,000.  Those 
bonds,  with  the  exception  of  the  six  year  one  hundred  dol- 
lar bonds,  are  made  redeemable  at  various  periods  from  1865 
to  1872.  They  have  been  disposed  of  at  an  aggregate  nett 
profit  of  $54,8>:8  over  and  above  their  par  value,  after  de- 
ducting the  expenses  of  negotiation,  as  follows  : 
To  American  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Co. ..  .$1,250,000 

To  Prime,  Ward  &  King 100,000 

To  War  Department 165,000 

To  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky 335,000 

To  Bank  of  Kentucky 330,000 

To  Board  of  Education 937,500 

To  Individuals 33,000 

To         do         six  year  bonds 6jO,000 


§3,-50,500 
The  interest  on  those  bonds  has  been  heretofore  jiaid  ex- 
clusively from  the  income  of  the  ^^inking  Fund,  established 
for  that  purpose,  and  without  any  aid  from  taxation.  The 
resources  ot  this  fund  are — tax  on  the  caj.ital  stock  of  the 
Itanks;  excess  of  dividends  on  two  millions  of  stock  owned 
by  the  State  in  the  Banks,  alter  paying  the  interest  on  the 
five  per  cent.  s.,rip  issued  to  those  institutions  and  held  by 
them  for  the  original  subscriptions;  dividends  on  the  bank 
stock  purchased  by  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Sinking  Fund; 
revenue  from  the  public  works;  profits  of  the  State  from  the 
Penitentiary  ;  profits  of  the  Commonwealth's  Bank,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  State  stock  in  the  Old  Bank  of  Kentucky. 

The  income  of  this  Fund,  heretofore,  has  not  only  been 
sufficient  to  meet  all  demands  upon  it  for  interest  on  loans, 
hat  has  left  a  large  annual  surplus  for  re-investment.  Last 
year,  however,  the  Commissioners  report  a  deficiency  of  re- 
ceipts to  meet  the  expenditures  of  $10,802.  This,  they  re- 
port, "  is  attributable  mainly  to  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of 


Kentucky  to  declare  its  usual  dividend,  the  cause  of  whicK 
is  well  known  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  fraud  of  the 
Schuylkill  Bank  of  Philadelphia."  The  three  dividends  thus 
withheld,  are  estimated  at  $157,7F8;  and  for  ihe  year  U,40, 
at  105,192.  The  deficiency  in  the  linking  Fund  for  the' 
next  year,  the  Commissioners  estimated  would  be  §1  10,207. 

To  meet  this  deficiency  and  preserve  the  faith  and  honor 
of  the  Stale  inviolate,  the  Legislature,  at  their  late  session, 
passed  an  act  raising  the  State  tax  from  ten  cents  upon  every 
one  hundred  dollars  worlh  of  property,  Xo/fteen  ce7its,vi'\Xh.- 
this  proviso — "That  the  additional  tax  hereby  authorized  to 
he  raised,  shall,  when  paid  into  the  Treasury  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  Sinkhur  Funil,  to  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  de|]ts  now  owing  by 
the  State  of  Kentucky  for  works  of  Internal  Improvement." 

The  whole  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  the  State  ia- 
1 840,  as  reported  by  the  Second  Auditor,  wa"s  §272,250,027. 
Under  the  former  law,  he  estimates  the  mtt  amount  of  reve- 
nue collectable  by  sheriffs  for  the  current  fiscal  year  at 
$245,354.  Under  the  present  law,  therefore,  the  additional 
tax  raised  will  be  Sl22,'i77 — the  vchole  of  which  is  to  go  to 
the  Sinking  Fund — and  it  thus  appears  evident  that  ample 
provision  has  been  made  to  meet  the  estimated  deficiency  of 
$110,21j7  for  the  current  year.  So  soon  as  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky  resumes  the  payment  of  dividends,  there  will  be 
an  annual  surplus  of  upwards  of  §100,000  to  be  vested  and- 
re-invested  in  the  purchase  of  our  own  bonds,  or  other  un- 
doubted securities,  thus  compounding  this  annuity  at  a  rate' 
of  at  least  6  per  cent. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  sjirphis  revenue  of  the  United 
States  received  by  the  State  of  Kentucky',  was  §1,433,757  58, 
Of  this,  §850, 0>  0  was  set  apart  as  a  permanent  school  fund, 
anil  invested  in  Internal  Ii-nprovenient  Bonds.  A  portion  of 
the  dividends  have  been  re-invested  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  accumulated  amount  now  is  §937,500.  The  residue  of 
the  surplus  was  subscribed  and  paid  into  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, as  a  part  of  ihe  filth  million  in  the  capital  stock  of 
that  Bank.  The  subscription  of  the  Slate,  at  this  time,^ 
amounts  to  §700,000  in  the  fifh  million,  exclusive  of  the 
original  subscription  of  one  million.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
State  has  acquired  by  purchase,  through  the  (.'ommissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  2,399  shares,  and  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation 735  shares  in  the  same  Bank.  The  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  also  hold  4C0  shares  in  the  Northern 
Bank,  and  175  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Louisville.  The 
whole  number  of  shares  of  Bank  Stock  held  by  the  Slate, 
by  purchase,  is  10,709,  which  at  par  value  would  be  worth 
?.  1,070,900.  The  State  also  holds  of  her  own  bonds  ^9.37,- 
500 — making  upwards  of  tii'o  miUions  in  bonds  and  stockS' 
as  an  offset  against  her  comparatively  light  indebtedness. 

Such  is  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  State,  as  exhibited  by 
the  public  records,  and  it  is  not  hazarding  too  much  to  say, 
"  that  Kentucky,  in  conjunction  with  enterprising  and  public 
spirited  individuals,  has  accomplished  more  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  her  State 
debt.  What  i-lie  has  done  has  scarcely  cost  her  an  effort; 
what  she  may  yet  accomjilish,  will  depend  upon  the  extent 
to  which  she  may  put  forth  her  latent  energies,  and  call  into 
more  useful  activii)'  the  elements  of  her  amjile  resources 
and  growing  prosperity."  Public  sentiment  and  legislative 
action,  hoviever,  would  indicate  her  p(dicy  to  be,  not  to  cm- 
bark  in  any  new  enterprise,  at  least  untd  the  works  now  in 
progress  shall  have  been  completed  and  their  usefulness  fully 
tested  by  experience. 

The  examinations  already  made  by  fhe  Second  Auditor, 
of  the  assessments  of  taxable  properly  for  the  present  year, 
show  that  the  estimates  made  by  that  officer,  of  the  amount 
which  would  be  received  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  fink- 
ing Fund  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  will  be  fully 
realized.  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HARLAN, 

Secretary  of  State  and  Secretary  of  the  Commis^ 
missioners  of  (he  Sinkiti^  Fund-, 
M,  R,  Stealet.  Esq. 
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SPEECH  OX  THE  REVENUE  BIL.I.. 

The  Revenue  Bill  having  been  read  through  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  first  section  being  under  consider- 
ation— 

Mr.  FitLMonE  arose  and  said,  in  substance,  that  he 
would  avail  himself  of  that  occasion  to  speak  of  the  necessity 
and  object  of  the  bill.  That  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill  might  as  well  be  said  at  that  time  as  any  other. 
Indeed,  the  principal  provisions  of  the  bill  were  embraced  in 
the  first  section.  The  other  parts  of  it  were  merely  intended 
to  carry  out  in  detail  the  principles  there  asserted,  and  pre- 
vent some  frauds  that  were  now  practised  upon  the  revenue; 
and  he  would  explain  those,  if  desired,  when  they  came  up 
for  consideration. 

In  the  first  place,  he  continued,  I  desire  to  solicit  the  un- 
divided attention  of  the  members  of  this  House  to  the  facts 
and  figures  to  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  their  attention, 
I  deem  the  subject  under  consideration  of  vast  importance  to 
the  country,  and  one  that  demands  the  sober  deliberation  of 
every  member  of  this  committee.  It  is  a  business  matter — 
of  facts  and  details — and  were  I  ever  disposed  to  make  a 
speech  for  "  Buncom"  this  is  certainly^  not  the  time  or  the 
occasion  which  I  should  select  for  that  object.  'J'he  little 
that  I  have  to  say  will  be  unadorned  with  the  flowers  of  rhe- 
toric, and  confined  directly  to  thesubject  under  consideration, 
and  addressed  to  those  who  hear  me. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  declares  in  substance  that  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  shall  be  levied  on  all  articles 
imported  which  are  now  free,  or  which  bear  a  less  duty  than 
that  proposed  in  the  bill,  except  certain  articles  which  are 
left  at  their  present  rates  of  duty,  and  certain  other  excepted 
articles  which  are  to  remain  free.  These  duties  are  to  be 
levied  and  collected  in  the  manner  now  provided  by  law,  with 
some  slight  modification  as  to  teas.  It  will  therefore  be  seen 
that  the  main  object  and  scope  of  the  bill  is  to  raise  revenue, 
and  that  its  provisions  are  strictly  within  the  terms  of  the 
Compromise  Jlct,  \ 

The  chief  questions,  therefore,  that  present  themselves  for 
our  consideration  are — 

First.  Will  there  be  a  deficit  in  the  revenue  for  the  current 
four  years  under  the  laws  as  they  now  stand,  and  if  so,  what 
additional  amount  will  it  be  necessary  to  provide  to  meet  the 
ordinary  demands  upon  the  Treasury  ] 

Secondly.  What  is  the  best  mode  of  supplying  this  deficit, 
and  to  what  extent  will  the  bill  under  consideration  do  it; 
and  is  it  necessary  or  expedient  now  to  act  upon  this  sub- 
ject! 

I  proceed,  then,  in  the  first  place,  to  consider  the  probable 
amount  of  deficit  for  the  four  years  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  in  doing  this  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  the  loan 
of  #12,000,000  that  has  been  authorized,  but  not  yet  made, 
to  relieve  the  present  urgent  wants  of  the  Treasury,  because 
if  it  is  made,  it  is  intended  to  be  repaid  during  the  current 
four  years,  and  it  therefore  adds  nothing  to  our  means  for 
the  whole  time. 

In  judging  for  the  future,  we  must  draw  instruction  from 
the  experience  of  the  past ;  and  as  our  object  now  is  to  ascer- 
tain, if  practicable,  the  probable  demands  upon  the  Treasury 
for  the  four  current  years,  we  will  see  what  they  have  been 
for  the  four  past  years  during  the  preceding  administration. 
Before  proceeding  to  this  investigation,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  here  observe  that,  in  the  remarks  which  I  may  have 
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occasion  to  submit  in  reference  to  the  past  administration, 
no  party  allusions  are  intended.  I  shall  speak  of  that  ad- 
ministration freely  as  matter  of  history,  without  one  oppro- 
brious epithet  or  one  unkind  allusion.  The  People  have  pass* 
ed  upon  it,  and  I  am  content  with  their  verdict.  It  is  also  pro- 
per that  I  should  say  that,  in  stating  amounts,  I  shall  gene- 
rally content  myself  with  giving  the  round  numbers,  seldom 
going  below  thousands,  as  a  multiplicity  of  figures  in  debate 
rather  serves  to  confuse  than  enlighten.  And  I  shall  proceed 
slowly  that  every  member  who  desires  may  have  time  to  take 
down  my  statements,  for  I  neither  desire  to  deceive  myself 
nor  the  members  of  this  House  ;  and  if  I  have  committed  any 
error,  either  in  fact  or  inference,  no  one  will  be  more  gratified 
than  myself  to  have  it  corrected. 

What  then,  have  been  the  ordinary  expenses  of  this  go- 
vernment for  the  past  four  years  ?  I  have  before  me.  House 
Document  No.  31  of  this  session,  which,  at  page  18,  con- 
tains a  table  headed  as  follows  : 

"  Statement  of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  each 
)'ear,  from  1829  to  1840  inclusive,  for  the  civil  list,  foreign 
intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  objects,  for  the  military  es- 
tablishment, pensions,  fortifications,  internal  improvements, 
Indian  department,  and  the  naval  establishment,  exhibiting 
also  the  excess  of  appropriations  over  expenditure." 

At  page  25,  the  total  of  expenditures  for  these  objects  in 
each  year  is  given,  and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  them  for  the  past  four  years.  They  are  as  fol" 
lows  : 


In  1837 
In  1838 
In  1839 
In  1840 


$31,610,000 
31,544,000 
25,443,000 
22,389,000 


Making  a  total  in  four  j'ears  of         -  $110,986,000 


Average  for  each  year 


$27,746,000 


Thus  showing,  if  the  experience  of  the  past  is  to  be  the 
guide  for  the  future,  that  our  annual  expenditures  for  the 
current  four  years  will  be  near  twenty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  what  amount  of  revenue  we  may 
reasonably  expect  for  the  current  four  years  under  existing 
laws,  assuming,  as  I  do  for  this  purpose,  that  the  bill  for  the 
distribution  among  the  States  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  will  become  a  law.  Our  only  source  of  revenue,  it 
will  be  recollected,  will  then  be  from  customs.  We  have  no 
available  debts  due  us  worth  mentioning,  and  no  funds  ort 
hand  worth  taking  into  the  account;  but  over  and  above  the 
ordinary  current  expenses  of  the  government,  we  owe  seve- 
ral millions  of  Treasury  notes,  and  there  are  large  arrearages 
and  unliquidated  claims,  which  accrued  under  the  past  ad-f 
ministration,  many  of  which  will  doubtless  have  to  be  pro- 
vided for  during  the  present.  Besides,  liberal  appropriations 
have  been  called  for  and  made  by  this  House  during  the  pre- 
sent session  for  fortifications  and  for  tbe  Navy,  and  to  jxit 
the  country  in  a  proper  state  of  defence.  But  I  pass  by  the-e 
for  the  present,  and  proceed  at  once  to  consider  the  probable 
amount  of  revenue  that  will  come  into  the  Treasury  from 
customs  under  the  laws  as  they  now  stand.  In  order  to  de- 
termine this,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Compromise 
s/ict  goes  fully  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and 
that,  after  that  day,  no  article  imported  will  pay  a  higher  duty 
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than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  it  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  there  is  a  long  list  of  articles  that  pay  a  duty, 
and  are,  therefore,  classed  among  dutiable  articles ;  neverthe- 
less, by  existing  laws  the  duty  is  less  than  20  per  cent. 

But  even  if  we  should  suppose  that  all  goods  imported 
that  pay  any  duty  paid  one  of  20  per  cent,  (id  valorem, 
■what  would  be  the  probable  amount  of  revenue  derived  from 
this  source  ]  Here  again  we  must  recur  to  the  past  to  judge 
for  the  future;  and,  in  determining  this,  I  think  it  more  safe 
and  just  to  rely  upon  the  average  amount  of  imports  for  a 
series  of  years  than  to  attempt  to  select  for  any  one  year.  In 
document  No,  2  of  the  House  of  I'cprcscnlalives  for  the  pre- 
sent session,  usually  called  the  "  Finance  Report,"  at  page 
20,  may  be  found  a  table  giving  the  whole  amount  of  im- 
ports from  1834  to  1840,  inclusive,  distinguishing  between 
those  "free  of  duty"  and  those  '■'paying  duty"  and  giving 
the  average  result  for  the  whole  seven  years.  The  entire 
table  reads  as  follows  : 

Imports  from  1834  to  1840. 


Years  ending 
30th  Sept. 

VALUE  OF  IMPOnXS. 

Free  of  duty. 

Paying  duty. 

Total. 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839  .... 

1840 

Ag.  value  .... 

Av.  of  7  years. 

$68,393,180 
77,940,493 
92,056,481 
69,250,031 
60,860,005 
76,401,792 
57,196,204 

$58,128,152 
71,!)55,249 
97,923,554 
71,739,186 
52,857,399 
85,690,340 
49,945,315 

$126,521,332 
149,895,742 
189,980,035 
140,989,217 
113,717,404 
162,092,132 
107,141,519 

$502,098,186 

§488,239,195 

$990,337,381 

v$7 1,728,3 12 

§69,748,457 

?141,476,769 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  June  2,  1841. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  liegister. 

I  am  the  more  disposed  to  rely  upon  the  average  result  of 
this  statement  because  the  seven  years  embrace  some  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  some  of  the  most  disastrous  known  to 
our  commercial  history  in  times  of  peace.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  fluctuations  in  different  years  have  been  very  great, 
ranging  from  $107,000,000  to  near  $190,000,000.  But  the 
average  result  shows  that  the  whole  amount  of  imports  "  pay- 
ing duty"  over  and  under  20  per  cent,  is  only  $69,748,000, 
being  a  little  less  than  $70,000,000 ;  and  when  all  these  du- 
ties are  reduced  to  20  per  cent,  as  they  will  be  on  the  first 
day  of  July  next  by  the  Compromise  Act,  then,  even  sup- 
posing all  paid  that  duty,  which  all  will  not,  the  whole  amount 
of  gross  revenue  derived  from  this  source  would  be  $13,- 
959,000,  or  less  than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars. 

But  even  all  this,  limited  and  small  as  it  is,  is  not  availa- 
ble for  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  Treasury.  'I'hat  the  Com- 
mittee may  see  the  amount  of  drawbacks,  deductions,  boun- 
ties, and  expenses  of  collection,  all  of  which  ought  to  be 
taken  into  the  account  in  determining  the  nett  amount  of 
revenue  received  into  the  Treasury,  applicable  to  the  ordinary 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  I  beg  leave  to  call  their 
attention  to  a  table,  to  be  found  in  Document  No.  31,  of  this 
House,  of  the  present  session,  at  page  29.  This  table  reads 
as  follows : 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued 
on  merchandise  imported  ;  the  deduction  under  the  Com- 
promise Act  of  the  2d  March,  1833;  the  drawback  paid 
on  foreign  merchandise  exported;  drawback  on  domestic 
refined  sugar;  on  domestic  distilled  spirits  from  molasses 
exported ;  bounty  on  salted  fish  exported ;  allowances  to 
vessels  employed  in  the  bank  and  cod  fisheries;  the  ex- 
penses of  collection,  and  the  nett  revenue  which  accrued 
annually  from  duties  on  merchandise  from  1834  to  1839, 
inclusive. 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  perceived  that  the   average 
amount  of  '^actual  duties"  for  six  years,  from    1834  to 

1839,  inclusive,  was $23,176,000 

And  the  nett  amount  only 1 8,404,000 

Making  a  difference  of $4,772,000 

If  the  same  difference  should  exist  after  the  first  day  of 
July  next,  then  from  these  facts  the  matter  would  stand  thus: 

Gross  amount  of  duties $13,950,000 

Deduct  for  drawbacks,  expenses  of  collection, 

&c 4,772,000 


And  it  leaves  for  nett  amount  of  duties  ....  $9,178,000 


But  I  do  not  conceive  this  to  be  precisely  the  mode  of 
coming  at  the  difference  between  the  gross  and  nett  amount 
of  duties  as  reduced  under  the  Compromise  Act.  It  is  true 
that  the  "  expenses  of  coUectioti  "  will  remain  the  same,  as 
the  officers  employed  in  the  custom-house  are  all  salaried 
6fficers,  whose  compensation  is  not  graduated  at  all  by  the 
amount  of  revenues  collected.  And  at  many  ports  wliere 
there  are  many  officers,  and  where  they  are  indispensably 
necessary — not  to  collect  the  revenue,  but  to  prevent  smug- 
gling— the  whole  amount  collected  is  not  sufficient  to  pay 
the  officers  employed.  The  "  bounties  on  pickled  Jlsh  ex- 
ported "  and  the  "  allowances  to  vessels  employed  in  the 
fisheries  "  being  in  nowise  dependent  on  the  amount  of  re- 
venue received  from  duties,  will  also  remain  the  same,  but 
we  may  reasonably  suppose  as  the  amount  of  duties  falls 
off"  under  the  Compromise  Act,  the  amount  of  "  duties  re- 
funded "  under  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  and  the  amount 
of  "  draivbacks"  "on  foreign  merchandise  exported" 
"  071  domestic  refined  sugar  exported,"  and  "  on  domestic 
distilled  spirits  exported  "  will  also  fall  off  in  something 
like  the  same  proportion.  But  this  cannot  be  in  reference 
to  the  drawback  on  refined  sugar  and  distilled  spirits  with- 
out some  further  legislation,  for  the  drawback  on  those  arti- 
cles was  graduated  by  the  high  rate  of  duty  imposed  upon 
them  prior  to  the  Compromise  Act ;  but  by  the  operations  of 
that  act  the  duty  has  been  constantly  diminishing,  while  the 
drawback  remains  the  same,  so  that  it  now  operates  by  way 
of  bounty  on  the  manufacture  of  those  articles,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  manufacture  has  greatly  increased,  being, 
as  appears  from  the  table  to  which  I  have  referred,  more  than 
double  in  1839  what  it  was  in  1838.  But  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  remedy  that  evil,  and  to  reduce  the  drawback  to 
the  amount  of  the  import  ditty. 

Trusting  that  the  committee  will  pardon  this  digression,  I 
return  again  to  the  question  I  was  considering — what  sum 
should  be  deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  duties,  esti- 
mated under  the  Compromise  Act  at  near  §14,000,000,  to  as- 
certain the  nett  amount  applicable  to  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government  1     I  had  shown  that  the  "  expenses  of 

collection  " $1 ,422,000 

"  Bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  " 7,000 

Allowances  to  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries.      256,000 

Making  in  all §1,685,000 

must  remain  the  same.     The  remaining  items 
are — 

Duties  refunded $   671,000 

Drawbacks  on  exports 2,256,000 

Drawbacks  on  refined  sugar 148,000 

Drawbacks  on  distilled  spirits 9,000 

Making  a  total  of. 3,084,000 

The  annual  average  gross  amount  of 

duties  at  that  time  was 23,000,000 

Under  the  Compromise  Act  it  will  be 

about 14,000,000 

A  little  less  than  two-thirds,  but  it  will  be 

near  enough  for  my  purpose  to  call  it  two-thirds. 

Then  one-third  of  $3,084,000  is  §1,028,000; 

which,  deducted  from  §3,084,000,  leaves 2,056,000 

Which,  added  to  the  above,  makes §3,741,000 


Then  according  to  this  calculation,  taking  the  law  as  it 
now  stands,  and  judging  of  the  future  by  the  past,  the  ac- 
count stands  thus  : 

Probable  annual  expenditure §27,697,000 

Gross  amount  of  duties  after  July  1 , 

1842 §13,950,000 

Deduct  for  expenses  of  collection, 

drawbacks,  &c 3,741,000 

Making  your  nett  revenue  per  annum  . .  .§10,209,000 
And  leaving  an  annual  deficit  of §17,488,000 


And  this,  too,  independent  of  the  public  debt  created  by 
the  past  administration,  and  which  ought  to  be  paid  off' dur- 
ing the  present. 

The  revenues  will  be  more  than  this  for  the  current  year, 
as  the  avails  of  the  public  lands  are  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  the  re- 
ducing effect  of  the  Compromise  Act,  of  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  more  particularly  hereafter,  will  not  be  so 
sensibly  felt  until  the  first  day  of  January  and  the  first  day 
of  July  next. 

But  it  may  be  asked  if  the  amount  of  accruing  revenues 
under  existing  laws  are  to  be  so  small,  and  the  expendi- 
turs  of  the  past  administration  have  been  so  great,  how  have 
they  been  enabled  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury] 

This  is  a  very  natural  and  fair  inquiry,  and  I  therefore 
anticipate  it,  with  the  view  of  answering  it.  The  truth  is, 
that  the  past  administration  had  certain  resources  and  means, 
which  are  either  exhausted  or  upon  which  we  can  no  lon- 
ger rely,  or  to  which  we  do  not  desire  to  resort,  from  which 
I  it  derived  the  means  of  making  the  expenditures  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  And  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee particularly  to  three  particular  and  extraordinary 
sources  of  revenue  which  the  past  administration  enjoyed, 
and  upon  which  we  can  no  longer  depend. 

The  first  is  the  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1837,  and  the  debts  then  due  the  go- 
vernment which  have  been  collected  and  the  money  used,  and 
the  amount  borrowed  on  Treasury  notes  and  used  up,  which 
had  a  double  effect,  by  increasing  the  means  of  the  past  ad- 
ministration, and  throwing  an  undue  burden  upon  the  pre- 
sent. The  amount  of  these  means  in  round  numbers  was 
§31,310,000  ;  and  that  the  committee  may  see  a  clear  state- 
ment of  them,  I  call  their  attention  to  House  Doc.  No.  2  of 
the  present  session,  being  the  "Finance  Report,"  at  page 
5,  where  they  find  the  following  statement  on  this  subject : 
From  the  year  1816  to  1837,  a  period  of 

twenty-one  years,  the  revenues  constantly 

exceeded  the  expenditures.    The  average 

annual   surplus    during   that   time   was 

§11,464,226  87,  (see   tables   1   and  2,) 

making  an  aggregate  excess  of  §240,74  8,- 

764  27.   Within  that  time  there  was  ap- 
plied  to  the  extinction  of  the  national 

debt  §208,792,127  44,    and    there  was, 

under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  23d 

of  June,  1836,  deposited  with  the  States 

§28,101,644  91,  and  there  remained  on 

the  1st  of  January,  1837,  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  including  the 

fourth  instalment  due  to  the  States,  a  sur- 
plus of. §17,1 09,473  26 

There  were  also  outstanding  debts  due  and 

falling  due  to  the  Treasury,  arising  from 

other  sources  than  those  of  the  ordinary 

revenue,  and  which  were  paid  between  the 

1st  of  January,  1837,  and  4th  of  March, 

1841,  the  amount  of  (see  statement  D).     9,124,747  00 
There  were  also  issued  within  that  period, 

and  outstanding  on  the  4th  of  March,  '41, 

Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of. 5,648,512  40 

Making  the  aggregate  available  means  which 
were  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  and  which  came  into  it  prior 
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to  the  4th  of  March,  '41,  over  and  above 

the  current  revenues 31,582,732  66 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  (less  the 
trust  funds)  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841 572,718  45 

And  there  appears  an  excess  of  expenditure 

over  the  current  revenue  of. $31,310,014  20 

Here,  then,  is  an  amount  of  more  than  ^31,000,000  re- 
ceived and  expended  by  the  past  administration  from  sources 
where  we  have  little  or  nothing  to  expect.  They  had  in  the 
Treasury,  on  Ihe  1st  of  January,  1837,  more  than  §17,000,- 
000,  all  of  which  has  been  expended;  and  they  only  left  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  as  appears  by  the  above  statement, 
the  small  sum  of  572,000,  a  sum  comparatively  too  trifling 
to  be  worth  mentioning. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  had  then  due  us  a  large  debt  for 
the  sale  of  our  stock  in  the  United  States  Bank,  and  of  that 
they  have  collected  and  expended  during  the  past  adminis- 
tration more  than  9,000,000;  and  the  little  balance,  if  any, 
that  is  due  is  too  trifling  to  be  taken  into  the  account.  This 
is  also  gone.  But  even  this  is  not  all ;  they  borrowed  more 
than  5,000,000  on  Treasury  notes,  and  have  expended  the 
money  and  left  the  debt  to  be  paid  by  the  present  or  some 
succeeding  administration.  We  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
this  source,  unless  we  are  willing  to  go  on  and  increase  this 
public  debt.  For  one,  I  am  not ;  I  rather  prefer  to  provide 
the  means  to  pay  it  off.  Here,  then,  are  $31,310,000  receiv- 
ed by  the  past  administration  from  sources  from  which  we 
have  nothing  to  expect;  but  in  striking  the  balance  between 
the  two  administrations,  and  estimating  the  means  that 
ought  to  be  provided  for  the  present  to  put  it  on  a  par  with 
the  last,  we  ought  to  add  this  Treasury  note  debt  to  the  above 
sum,  which  would  make  it  $36,958,000,  for,  although  we 
have  charged  it  to  their  means  above,  yet  it  is  to  take  so 
much  from  our  ordinary  means  if  we  pay  it ;  and  I  trust  we 
shall. 

This,  then,  sir,  is  one  item,  and  I  now  call  the  attention 
of  the  comlniltee  to  another.  I  mean  the  avails  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  As  the  bill  that  passed  this  House  distributing 
them  among  the  States  has  not  been  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
I  feel  bound  to  assume,  and  so  must  this  House,  in  estimat- 
ing for  the  ways  and  means  to  carry  on  the  government, 
that  that  bill  will  become  a  law,  and  will,  after  the  1st  day 
of  January  next,  restore  the  proceeds  of  these  lands  to  the 
People  of  the  several  States,  to  whom  they  justly  belong. — 
And,  in  passing,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  sir,  that  I  voted 
for  that  bill,  not  as  a  financial  measure,  but  as  a  matter  of 
right  to  the  States,  and  as  a  great  conservative  measure,  ren- 
dered necessary  by  the  course  of  events  to  preserve  this  great 
and  rich  patrimony  for  the  people  to  whom  it  belongs,  and 
to  prevent  its  being  squandered  and  gambled  away  by  trading 
politicians  and  reckless  demagogues.  It  was  so  fast  becoming 
a  great  corruption  fund  that  it  was  necessary  to  restore  it  to 
its  rightful  owner,  that  it  might  be  guarded  from  the  corrupt 
temptations  of  avarice,  and  the  still  more  baneful  and  dan- 
gerous influences  of  inordinate  and  time-serving  ambition. 
I  only  regret  that  this  could  noi  have  been  done  at  a  more 
auspicious  moment  for  the  public  Treasury.  But  the  object 
to  be  attained  was,  in  my  mind,  far  above  any  temporary  in- 
convenience that  might  arise  to  the  Treasury,  and,  therefore, 
I  gave  it  a  most  cordial  support. 
Iluring  the  four  years  of  the  past  administra- 
tion, there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  from 

the  avails  of  the  public  lands $20,226,000 

At  page  3,  Document  2,  the  Secretary  esti- 
mates the  amount  to  be  received  from  the 
public  lands  this  year,  from  March  4th  to 
■January  1st,  at 2,500,000 


tion,  which  is  about  to  be  cut  oflT  under  the  operation  of  the 
Compromise  Act.  In  order  that  I  may  explain  this  fully,  it 
is  necessary  that  I  should  go  something  into  detail  as  re- 
spects the  provisions  of  that  act.  We  all  know  that  this  act 
was  passed  on  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  being  the  final  com- 
promise between  constitutional  power  on  one  side,  and  nulli- 
fication on  the  other.  I  do  not  propose  to  speak  of  its  merits, 
much  less  of  the  merits  of  the  controversy  out  of  which  it 
grew;  and  I  only  intend  now  to  speak  of  its  provisions  so 
far  as  they  affect  the  revenue  arising  from  duties. 

With  the  view  of  reducing  all  duties  to  a  maximum  of  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  this  act  provided  that,  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1834,  one-tenth  of  the  duties  over  20  per  cent, 
on  all  articles  imported  should  be  taken  off,  and  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  lt>36,  another  tenth,  and  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1838,  another  tenth,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840,  another  tenth,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1842,  three-tenths  more,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1842, 
the  remaining  three-tenths  should  be  deducted  ;  so  that  after 
that  day  no  article  imported  should  bear  a  higher  duty  than 
20  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  It  will  thus  be  perceived  that,  un- 
der the  operations  of  this  act,  four- tenths  of  the  duties  above 
20  per  cent,  have  already  been  deducted,  and  that  three- 
tenths  more  will  be  deducted  on  the  1st  day  of  January 
next,  and  the  remaining  three-tenths  on  the  1st  day  of  July 
next. 

In  order  to  determine  how  this  affects  the  revenue,  it  is 
necessary  to  ascertain  how  much  these  deductions  take  off 
from  the  duties  on  imports.  By  a  reference  to  the  table  to 
which  I  have  already  called  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
in  House  document  No.  31,  at  page  29,  in  the  second  col- 
umn of  that  table,  it  will  be  seen  what  the  deduction  has 
been  under  this  act  from  1834  to  1839  inclusive.  And,  if  I 
have  not  made  a  mistake  in  my  calculation,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  average  amount  for  every  tenth,  in  each  year,  is 
$874,000.  This,  then,  furnishes  an  easy  rule  by  which  to 
determine  what  was  deducted  during  the  past  administration, 
and  what  will  be  deducted  during  the  present,  and  the  dif- 
ference will  be  the  amount  which  the  past  administration  re- 
ceived and  expended,  from  a  source  from  which  the  present 
can  receive  nothing. 

In  1837,  2-lOths  were  deducted,  being  twice 

$874,000 $1,748,000 

In  1838,  3-lOths      do  do  three 

times  $874,000 2,622,000 

In  1839,  S^lOths      do  do  three 

times  $874,000 2,622,000 

In  1840, 4.10ths      do  do  four 

times  $874,000 ; 3,496,000 

Making  a  total  of  deduction  during  the  past  ad- 
ministration of $10,488,000 

Now  let  us  see  the  amount  of  deductions 

by  the  same  process  for  the  current  four  years: 

In  1841,  4-lOths  will  be  deducted,  being  four 

times  $874,000 $3,496,000 

In  1842,  7-lOths  for  half  a  year,  being  seven 

times  $437,000 3,059,000 

In  1842,  lO-lGths  from  July  to  January,  be- 
ing ten  times  $437,000 4,370,000 

In  1843,  10-1  Oths  for  the  whole  year,  being 

ten  times  $874,000. . .- 8,740,000 

In  1844,  the  same  in  all  respects 8,740,000 

Making  a  total  of. $28,405,000 

From  which  take  the  amount  during  the  past 

administration 10,488,000 


which,  deducted  from  the  receipts  of  the  pre- 
ceding four  years,  leaves $17,726,000 

being  almost  $18,000,000  more  from  this  source  than  the 

present  administration  can  calculate  upon. 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  is  another  source  of  revenue  of 

.y^st  importance,  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  pest  administra- 


And  it  leaves  -, $17,917,000 

The  past  administration  having  received 
that  amount  more  than  can  be  received  from 
customs,  as  the  law  now  stands,  by  the  pre- 
sent. 
Add  to  this  the  first  sum  above  mentioned 

minus  the  debt  they  left  their  successgrs  ,.      »31,310,000 
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Brought  forward 49,227,000 

Amount  which  they  received  from  the  public 
lands  more  than  can  be  received  by  the  pre- 
sent, as  I  have  stated.. ..: 17,726,000 

Makinginall §66,953,000 


All  of  which  has  been  received  and  expended  during  the  past 
administration  ;  and  that  too  from  sources  from  which  the 
present  administration  has  nothing  to  expect.  This  is  equal 
to  $16,738,000  for  each  year  of  that  administration.  In 
other  words,  had  they  come  into  power  with  no  other  means 
or  resources  than  what  the  present  administration  has — as- 
suming that  the  land  bill  becomes  a  law — they  would  have 
left  the  Treasury  empty,  and  incurred  a  national  debt  of 
$66,953,000. 

Comment  upon  this  state  of  things  is  unnecessary.  It  is 
clear  that  the  administration  cannot  go  on  so.  Something 
must  be  done  to  replenish  an  exhausted  Treasury  and  to 
maintain  the  good  faith  of  the  government.  I  shall  not  as- 
sume ta  say  what  the  amount  of  deficit  in  the  Treasury  will 
be,  but  the  bare  statement  of  the  case  shows  that  it  must  ne- 
cessarily be  very  large.  It  calls  loudly  upon  us  for  retrench- 
ment and  reform — not  that  retrenchment  that  is  heard  in 
strong  professions  before  election  and  is  never  heard  of  after- 
wards, but  for  thorough  practical  retrenchment,  by  which 
every  unnecessary  office  shall  be  abolished,  and  every  salary 
that  is  too  high  cut  down,  and  a  system  of  rigid  economy 
and  accountability  in  the  expenditures  of  the  public  money 
adopted. 

I  hope  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gilmer)  will,  by 
the  investigations  of  his  Select  Committee,  show  us  how 
much  money  may  be  saved.  But  all  this  is  a  work  of  time. 
Investigations  must  first  be  had,  and  then  laws  passed,  be- 
fore any  of  these  retrenchments  can  be  realized.  In  the 
meantime  our  expenses  are  accruing,  and  we  have  no  means 
of  meeting  them.  We  must  look  these  things  in  the  face. 
We  must  meet  this  crisis  as  best  we  can.  No  matter  by 
whom  the  governmental  machine  has  been  permitted  to  get 
out  of  repair  and  run  down,  it  is  now  in  our  charge,  and  we 
are  bound  to  repair  it,  and  set  it  in  motion.  On  us,  whether 
friends  or  foes  to  the  present  administration,  rests  this  re- 
sponsibility, and  we  cannot  absolve  ourselves  from  it.  Our 
country's  honor  is  involved,  and  I  have  no  apprehensions 
that  my  constituents  will  not  cheerfully  and  promptly  meet 
any  additional  demands  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make 
upon  their  means  to  supply  the  wants  of  this  government 
when  it  is  economically  administered  ;  and  when  they  think 
it  is  not,  they  will  turn  out  the  unfaithful  stewards  and  put 
more  trust-worthy  ones  in  their  places.  But  they  will  pay 
the  honest  creditor  of  the  government,  even  though  the 
steward  may  have  proved  unworthy  of  his  trust.  And  I 
claim  no  more  patriotism  or  magnanimity  for  my  constitu- 
ents in  this  matter  than  I  am  willing  to  grant  to  those  of 
every  other  member  upon  this  floor. 

But,  before  I  pass  from  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
that,  in  making  up  our  minds  as  to  the  amount  of  addition- 
al revenue  that  may  be  wanted  to  meet  the  probable  demands 
upon  the  Treasury  for  the  four  current  years,  while  we  flat- 
ter ourselves  with  the  retrenchments  we  may  effect,  not  only 
in  the  few  expenditures  to  which  I  have  alluded,  but  possibly 
by  putting  an  end  to  that  most  inglorious,  unfortunate,  and 
ruinous  of  all  wars — I  mean  that  with  the  Florida  Indians 
— yet  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  to  provide 
for  the  debt  incurred  during  the  last  four  years,  and  that  the 
practice  has  been  for  several  years  past  to  stave  off  all  private 
claims  without  much  regard  to  their  merit,  many  of  which 
are  doubtless  just  and  should  be  paid,  and  ihat  several  of  the 
States,  particularly  Maine,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Louisia- 
na, have  large  claims  accruing  under  the  past  administration, 
which,  if  just  and  legal,  must  be  paid,  independent  of  the 
nameless  and  numberless  unliquidated  claims  growing  out 
of  the  Florida  war  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  many  of 
which  are  doubtless  just  and  must  be  paid.  I  barely  men- 
tion these  among  the  numerous  demands  that  may  be  made 
upon  the  Treasury  of  an  extraordinary  character  during  the 


current  four  years  to  show  that  we  cannot  estimate  the  pro- 
bable amount. 

But  the  next  question  is.  How  is  this  deficit  to  be  sup- 
plied, whether  you  call  it  $16,000,000  or  $18,000,000  per 
year,  more  or  less  ?  It  is  clear  there  must  be  a  large  deficit 
that  must  be  supplied  from  some  source,  and  I  know  of  but 
three  modes  in  which  it  can  be  done.  1st.  You  may  borrow. 
2d.  You  may  lay  a  direct  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  coun- 
try. Or,  3d.  You  may  lay  a  duty  upon  goods  now  imported 
free,  and  upon  those  bearing  a  less  duty  than  20  percent. — 
equal  to  20  per  cent. — and  in  that  way  supply  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  extent  of  those  means. 

I  shall  enter  into  no  argument  to  show  that  we  ought  not 
to  depend  on  borrowing  to  supply  the  ordinary  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  We  have  tried  that,  more  or  less,  for  the  last  four 
years,  and  have  finally  funded  the  debt  with  a  view  of  pay- 
ing it  off  during  the  current  four  years.  A  public  debt  is 
justly  odious  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  see  it  increased  except  from  absolute  necessity. 

The  next  mode  is  by  a  direct  tax.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Rhett,)  and  my  colleague  from  New 
York  (Mr.  McKeon,)  spoke  in  favor  of  this  mode  of  supply- 
ing the  Treasury  a  day  or  two  since ;  but  I  apprehend  there 
are  very  few  members  on  this  floor  who  would  advocate  that 
doctrine. 

[Here  Mr.  McKeon  rose  to  explain,  but  as  Mr.  F.'s  hour 
was  nearly  exhausted,  he  declined  yielding  the  floor.] 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  I  have  mistaken  my  colleague. 
Let  those  who  prefer  direct  taxation  to  indirect  by  customs, 
look  at  England,  where  they  both  prevail,  and  see  the  picture 
of  inquisitorial  intrusion  and  official  insolence  and  violence  to 
which  their  excise  system  naturally  leads,  and  I  think  he 
will  prefer  duties  to  excise  or  direct  taxation. 

The  only  remaining  mode  is  by  duties  as  proposed  in  this 
bill ;  and  this  brings  me  to  speak  directly  upon  the  merits  of 
the  measure  itself  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  ihe  views  entertained  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  this  subject.  They  will  be  found  in  Docu- 
ment No.  2  of  this  House,  usually  called  the  "  Finance  Re- 
port" at  page  6,  where,  after  speaking  of  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  public  debt  already  accrued,  and  the 
constant  increase  of  both,  he  says  : 

"  But  as  it  may  not  comport  with  the  views  of  Congress 
to  go  into  a  revision  and  adjustment  of  the  customs  so  long 
before  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  comes  to  have  its  final  and 
permanent  operation,  the  undersigned  would  respectfully  re- 
commend, as  a  temporary  measure,  the  levy  of  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  articles  which  are  now  free  of 
duty,  or  which  pay  a  less  duty  than  20  percent,  except  gold 
and  silver,  and  the  articles  specifically  enumerated  in  the  5th 
'  section  of  the  act  of  March  2,  183,3. 

I  "  If  this  measure  be  adopted,  it  is  estimated  that  there  will 
be  received  into  the  Treasury  from  customs,  in  the  last  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year,  about  $5,300,000  ;  in  all  of  the  year 
1842,  about  $22,500,000  ;  and  in  the  year  1843,  after  the 
final  reduction  under  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  about  $20,- 
800,000.  The  details  of  the  estimate  will  be  found  in  the 
accompanying  paper,  marked  E,  and  enclosures." 

These  are  the  views  of  the  present  Secretary,  Mr.  Ewing, 
and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have,  in  the  main, 
concurred  in  them,  and  the  bill  under  consideration  is  intend- 
ed to  carry  them  out.  But  the  members  of  this  House,  oq 
a  measure  of  so  much  importance,  may  desire  to  know  what 
were  the  views  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
subject. 

1  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  gratify  them 
in  this  respect.  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  made  a  report  to  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  dated 
January  18,  1841,  which  is  No.  93  of  Senate  Documents, 
2d  session  of  the  26th  Congress,  and  to  which  I  invite  the 
special  attention  of  every  member  of  this  Committee  that  he 
may  see  how  well  these  two  Secretaries  agree  on  this  subject. 
Indeed,  I  cannot  well  see  how  they  could  disagree,  for  both 
knew  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  no  rational 
man  could  doubt  as  to  the  mode  of  replenishing  it.    Tk© 
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only  chance  of  difference  among  statesmen  and  financiers 
must  be  as  to  the  particular  articles  that  should  be  selected 
from  the  free  list  on  which  to  impose  duties.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury gives  what  he  calls  a  list  of  all  free  articles,  and  then 
says  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  them  would  raise  the  required 
amount,  but  thinks  it  objectionable,  and  finally  says,  at  page 
6— 

"Another  mode  of  raising  the  same  amount  of  revenue 
would  therefore  be  preferable,  if  it  could  be  accomplished 
without  including  those  articles.  Suppose,  then,  that  there 
should  be  selected  from  the  free  articles  those  which  may  be 
regarded  most  as  luxuries,  though  not  in  every  respect 
belonging  exclusively  to  that  class  :  such  are  tea,  coffee,  and 
silks  :  should  we  then  add  to  them  others,  conflicting  with 
similar  American  productions,  such  as  worsteds,  linens,  &c, 
and  the  aggregate  deducting  the  amount  re-exported  would 
be  $29,026,448,  [See  the  second  table  B.]  A  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  on  those,  after  paying  the  expenses  of  collection, 
would  yield  about  the  same  amount  of  five  millions.  This 
seems  to  contain  the  general  data  for  the  most  eligible  and 
unexceptionable  revision." 

I  will  now  read  you  this  table  "  B,"  (which  may  be  found 
at  page  10  of  that  report,)  containing  the  articles  on  which 
he  recommends  the  duty  of  20  per  cent,  to  be  levied.  It  is 
in  words  and  figures  as  follows : 

B. 

Selection  of  certain  free  articles  consumed  in  1838. 


Silk  and  manufactures  of 
Silk  and  worsted  - 
Worstead  stuffs    - 
Linens,  bleached,  &c.   - 
Ticklenburgs,   &c. 
Sheetings     .         -         - 
Bolting  cloths 
Wool  under  8  cents  per  lb. 
Crude  saltpetre     - 
Animals  (not  for  breed) 
Furs,  (undressed) 
Coffee 

Tea     .... 
Copper,  in  pigs     - 
Sheeting      ... 
Old      - 


$7,897,343 

1,520.154 

3,878,941 

3,098,557 

333,024 

148,5.54 

26,528 

438,669 

119,606 

150,219 

300,045 

7,138,010 

2,5^9,246 

812,170 

526,792 

78,590 

$29,026,448 


Thus  you  have  the  plan  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Mr.  Woodbury,  for  the  revision  of  the  tariff,  in  order  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  Treasury,  which  he  has  styled 
the  most  eligible  and  nnexceptionable  revision." 

[Here  the  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  F.  was  cut  short  in 
his  remarks,  but  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen  he  has 
added  what  he  had  intended  to  say.] 

I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  so  much  of 
tables  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4,  in  House  Document  No.  31  of 
this  session,  as  is  necessary  to  show  the  articles  upon 
which  the  proposed  bill  will  operate,  and  the  probable  amount 
of  duties  to  be  raised  thereby.  The  tables  explain  them- 
selves, and  are  arranged  in  this  manner,  because,  as  I  am 
informed,  this  is  the  mode  in  which  the  accounts  are  kept 
at  the  Treasury.  The  frst  table  gives  those  articles  now 
free  that  usually  pay  an  ad  valorem  duty.  The  second, 
those  now  free  that  usually  pay  a  specific  duty,  with  the 
estimate  of  a  specific  duty  equal  to  the  ad  valorem  duty. — 
The  third,  those  wines  that  now  pay  a  specific  duty,  with 
the  increased  revenue  that  would  arise  from  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  and  a  specific  duty  per  gallon  equal  to 
such  ad  valorem  duty.  And  ibe  fourth  gives  a  list  of  those 
articles  that  now  pay  a  less  duty  than  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem, which,  under  this  bill,  will  be  raised  to  that  amount. 
These  tables  have  been  prepared  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
are  presumed  to  be  correct,  and  so  much  of  them  as  is  ne- 
cessary to  illustrate  this  subject  I  here  give : 


No.  1, 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  certain  articles  imported 
in  1840,  free  of  duty,  and  the  amount  of  duty  which 
would  accrue  on  a  like  importation,  at  the  ad  valorem  rate 
herein  specified,  and  which,  under  the  proposed  bill,  will 
pay  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 


Species  of  merchandise. 


Silks,  lace  veils,  shawls,  shades, 
&c 

Silks,  other  manufactures  of. . 

Silk  and  worsted  ^goods 

Camlets  of  goats'  hair,  as  cash- 
meres   

Worsted  stuff  goods 

Linens,  bleach'd  &  unbleach'd 

Ticklenburgs,  osnaburgs  and 
burlaps 

Sheetings,  brown  and  white. . 

Bolting  cloths 

Wool,  not  exceeding  8  c.  p.  lb. 

Animals,  not  for  breed 

All  other  articles 


Foreign 
cost  and 
charges. 


Duties  esfi. 

mated  at  '..0 

per  cent. 


$309,858 
7,979,100 
1,729,792 

7,240 
2,387,338 
4,179,120 

329,054 
261,173 
74,534 
675,009 
145,511 
5,849,116 


23,926,845 


$61,971  60 

1,595,820  00 

345,958  40 

1,448  00 

477,467  60 

835,824  00 

65,810  80 

52,234  60 

14,906  80 

135,001  80 

29,102  20 

1,169,823  20 


4,785,369  00 


Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  July  8,  1841. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


No.  3. 

A  statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  certain 
articles  imported  during  the  year  1840  free  of  dutj',  and 
the  amount  of  duty  which  would  accrue  on  similar  im- 
portations at  the  rate  herein  specified;  all  of  which  are 
dutiable  under  the  proposed  bill. 


Articles. 

IMPOUTED. 

Duties  esti- 
mated at  20 
per  cent. 

r 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Teas lbs. 

Coffee 

Cocoa 

Almonds 

Currants 

Prunes 

FicTs 

19,981,476 

94,996,095 

2,626,369 

2,930,089 

589,765 

1,652,819 

2,023,073 

18,544,047 

9,575 

142,890 

22,167 

268,951 

5,049,129 

2,264,942 

647,012 

59,909 

164,841 

$5,417,589 

8,546,222 

161,389 

199,863 

56,651 

74,593 

102,333 

971,449 

7,576 

122,603 

15,314 

47,568 

189,928 

121, .543 

49,023 

5,384 

62,556 

$1,083,517  80 

1,709,244  40 

32,277  80 

39,972  60 

11,330  20 

14,918  60 

20,466  60 

194,289  80 

1,515  20 

24,520  60 

3,062  80 

9,513  60 

37,985  60 

24,308  60 

9,804  60 

1,076  80 

12,511   20 

Raisins 

Mace 

Nutmegs 

Cinnamon 

Cloves 

Pepper 

Pimento 

Cassia 

Ginger 

Camphor 

16,151,584 

$3,230,316  80 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  July  2,  1841. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Jiegister. 
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Supplementary  Statement. 


Articles. 


Teas 

Coffee. . . 
Cocoa. . . 
Almonds 
Currants 
Prunes. . 
Figs  .... 
Raisins. . 
Mace  . . . 


Average 
cost  per 
pound. 


Sp'cficduty  equal 

to  an  ad  val.  duty 

of  20  per  cent. 


27.11  cts. 
9. 

6.14 
6.48 


60 
51 
05 
23 


79.12 


5.42  cts, 
1.80 
1.23 
1.36 
1.92 
.90 
1.01 
1.05 
15.82 


Articles. 


Nutmegs  . . 
Cinnamon. 
Cloves  . . . . 
Pepper . . . , 
Pimento. . . 
Cassia  ... 
Ginger  ... 
Camphor . . 


Average 

Sp'cficduty  equal 

cost  per 

to  an  ad  val.  duty 

pound. 

of  20  per  cent. 

85.80  cts. 

17.16  cts. 

69.08 

13.80 

17.68 

3.53 

3.76 

.75 

5.36 

1.07 

7.57 

1.51 

8.98 

1.79 

37.94 

7.59 

Treasury  Depahtment,  Registers  Office,  Jtily  2,  1841.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Wo.  3. — Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  wines  imported  during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1840, 
the  amount  of  duty  which  accrued  on  the  same  at  the  rates  now  payable,  and  the  amount  of  duty  which  would  accrue 
on  similar  importations  at  the  ad  valorem  rate  herein  specified,  all  of  which  will  be  dutiable  under  the  proposed  bill. 


Wines. 


Madeira 

Sherry 

Sicily 

Red  of  France,  in  casks 

Other  of  France,  in  casks  . . . 

French,  in  bottles,  &c 

Red,  of  Spain  and  Austria — 
Other  of  Spain,  Austria,  &c. 
Of  other  countries,  in  casks  . 
Of  other  countries  in  bottles  . 


Total , 


Gallons, 


186,176 
136,848 
320,461 
2,065,953 
447,424 
380,047 
217,719 
831,241 
407,780 
18,470 


Foreign  cost. 


Duties  per  act 
of  1836. 


§351,438 
139,002 
116,129 
439,791 
114,094 
499,923 

37,422 
245,438 
229,262 

36,669 


5,012,119 


$23,272 
17,106 
24,034 
30,989 
11,185 
29,902 

5,442  97 

31,172  03 

30,583  50 

1,385  25 


00 
00 
57 
29 
60 
58 


$2,209,176     §196,073  79 


Duty  estimated  at 
20  per  cent. 


$70,287  60 
27,800  40 
23,225  80 
87,959  80 
22,818  80 
99,984  60 

7,484  40 
49,087  60 
45,852  40 

7,333  80 


$441,835  20 


Specific  duties  on  tvines  imported  in  1840. 


Wines, 


Madeira 

Sherry 

Sicil 


ly 


Red,  of  France,  in  casks 

Other  of  France  in  casks 

French,  in  bottles  and  cases 

Red,  of  Spain  and  Austria 

Other  of  Spain,  Austria,  Germany  and  Mediterranean 

Of  other  countries  in  casks 

Of  other  countries,  in  bottles,  &c 


Average  cost 

per  gallon. 

$1 

88 

1 

01 

0 

36 

0 

21 

0 

25 

1 

31 

0 

17 

0 

29 

0 

56 

1 

98 

Rate  of  duty  per 
act  of  1836. 


1^5 
7S 


cts. 


2| 

n 
n 


Specific  duty,  equal  to  an 
ad  val.  duty  of  20  per  ct. 


37.75 

20.31 

7.24 

4.25 

5.10 

26.31 

3.43 

5.90 

11.24 

39.70 


Theasuux  Department,  lieq-ister's  Office,  June  22,  1841.  T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Ko.  41.  —  A  statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  articles  subject  to  a  duty  of  less  than  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  imported 
in  1840,  which,  under  the  proposed  bill,  will  pay  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 


Articles, 


Blankets  of  wool,  not  exceeding  75  cts.  each 

Matting,  of  flags  or  other  material 

Silvered  or  plated  wire 

Silks,  from  India,  China 

Saddlery,  common  tinned  and  japanned. . . . 

Wire,  square,  used  for  umbrella  stretchers. . 

Lace  of  thread  or  cotton 

Sail  duck 

Lead,  manufactures  of 

Hair  cloth  and  hair-seating 

Copper  bottoms  for  stills,  &c.  cut  round,  &c. 

Copper,  braziers' 

Quills,  prepared 

Raw  silk 

Articles  not  enumerated,  at  10  per  cent 

Do  do  12^     do      

Do  do  15       do      ... . 


Foreign  cost 
and  charges. 


Present 
duty. 


§239,757 

76,724 

3,087 

963,666 

83,910 

2,848 

468,425 

615,723 

901 

59,555 

8,809 

21,417 

234,235 

1,181 

231,460 

974,321 


§3,986,019 


5  pr. 

5 

5 
10 
10 
12 
12^ 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
15 
12* 
10 
12^ 
15 


ct. 


Duties  at  pre- 
sent rates. 


Duties  at  20 
per  cent. 


$11,987  85 

3,836  20 

154  35 

96,366  60 

8,391  00 

341  76 

58,553  13 

92,358  45 

135  15 

8,933  25 

1,231  35 

3,212  55 

29,279  38 

118  10 

28,932  50 

146,148  15 


$489,979  77 


§47,951  40 

15,344  80 

617  40 

192,733 

16,782 

569 

93,685 

123,144 

180 

11,911 

1,761 


20 
00 
60 
00 
60 
20 
00 
80 


4,283  40 

46,847  00 

236  20 

46.292  00 

194,864  20 


$797,203  80 


Difference  of 

duty. 


05 
60 
00 
84 
87. 
15 


$35,963  55 
11,508  60 

463 

96,360 

8,391 

227 

35,131 

30,786 

45  05 

2,977  75 

630  45 

1,070  85 

17,567  62 

118  10 

17,359  50 

48,716  05 


$307,224  03 
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SPEECH  ON  THE  REVENUE  BILL. 


[AoersT, 


Thus  we  see  by  these  tables  that,  according  to  the  impor- 
tations of  1840,  we  shall  raise  annually  on  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  first  table,  in  round  numbers $1,785,000 

On  those  in  No.  2 3,'230,000 

And  an  additional  duty  on  those  in  No.  3,  of       245,000 
And  an  additional  duty  on  those  in  No.  4,  of      307,000 


Making  a  total  of  gross  duties  of $8,567,000 

To  which  add  the  above  nett  revenue 10,209,000 


And  it  makes  a  total  of , $  1 8,77G,000 

Being  about  $9,000,000  less  than  the  annual  average  ex- 
penditures for  the  last  four  years. 

But  the  Secretary  estimates  the  nett  revenue  under  this 
bill,  after  1812,  at  $20,890,000.  His  estimate  may  be  found 
in  House  Document  No.  2,  of  this  session,  at  page  20,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

Estimate  of  the  amount  which  will  be  received  from  cus- 
toms in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1841,  and  in  each  of 
the  two  succeeding  years,  under  the  proposed  modification 
of  the  revenue  laws. 
The  average  value  of  the  imports  for  the  last 

six  years,  in  round  numbers,  is $144,000,000 

The  average  value  of  exports  for  the  same 
period,  allowing  15  per  cent,  advance  for 
expenses  and  profits  on  transportation,  has 

been 137,000,000 

The  average  annual  value  of  the  imports  for 
a  series  of  years  to  come  is,  upon  these 

data,  estimated  at 140,000,000 

The  articles  proposed  to  be 
admitted  free  of  duty  are 
estimated  at $14,300,000 


Which  makes  the  average  es- 
timated amount  of  dutiable 
articles 

Which  at  20  per  cent,  would 
yield  an  annual  gross  reve- 
nue of 

Estimated  deduction  for  draw- 
back   

Estimated  deduction  for  col- 
lection   


125,700,000 


25,140,000 


3,000,000 
1,250,000 


4,250,000 
Nett  revenue  at  20  per  cent.  20,890,000 

The  difference  is  mainly  caused  by  his  estimating  upon 
the  average  amount  of  importations  for  the  last  seven  years, 
which,  it  will  be  perceived  by  reference  to  the  same  page  of 
that  document,  is  $141,476,000;  whereas  these  tables  are 
based  upon  the  importations  of  1840,  in  which  year  the 
whole  amount  of  imports  was  only  $107,141 ,000,  being  near 
25  per  cent,  less  than  the  average  amount.  But  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  Secretary  has  allowed  enough  for  drawbacks 
and  expenses  of  collection.  It  is  less,  l)y-more  than  $100,- 
000,  than  the  average  amount  which  has  been  paid  for  the 
last  six  years.  Probably  the  fairest  estimate,  from  all  the  in- 
formation before  us,  is  this  : 
Gross  amount  of  duties  on  dutiable  articles, 

at  20  percent,  under  the  Compromise  Act.     $13,950,000 
Gross  amount  by  this  act,  as 

estimated  in  the  four  tables. .  .$8,567,000 
Add  to  that  one  quarter,  or  25 

per  cent 2,1 42,000 


And  it  makes  a  total  of ... . 
From  which  deduct  average  annual  draw- 
backs and  expenditures,  &c.  for  last  six 
years 


10,709,000 
24,6.59,000 


4,672,000 


And  it  leaves  a  nett  annual  revenue  of .       19,987,000 


Being  nearly  $8,000,000  less  than  the  annual  average  ex- 
penditures for  the  Ijst  four  years. 

1  cannot  now  enter  into  the  reasons  for  or  against  (he  se- 
lected articles  for  the  imposition  of  duties.  Though  all  would 
agree  in  the  propriety  of  some  discrimination,  no  two  would 
perhaps  think  alike  as  to  every  article.  No  uniform  rule  can 
be  established  on  this  subject.  Every  case  must  stand  or 
fall  upon  its  own  merits ;  and  what  might  be  very  proper  at 
one  time  might  be  equally  improper  at  another.  I  doubt  not 
some  will  be  for  including  many  articles  which  are  exempt, 
and  others  will  be  for  exempting  many  articles  that  are  in- 
cluded. The  committee  were  not  unanimous  on  these  sub- 
jects, and  it  cannot  be  expected  the  House  will  be.  I  anti- 
cipate a  motion  to  exempt  tea  and  coflee,  and  I  will  say  one 
word  on  that  subject.  Tea  and  coffee  are  hardly  necessa- 
ries ;  they  rather  belong  to  the  class  of  luxuries.  So  Mr. 
Woodbury  considered  them,  and  therefore  recommended 
them  for  taxation.  We  can  hardly  justify  ourselves  in  tax- 
ing the  necessary  food  and  clothing  of  the  poor  man,  both 
of  which  are  indispensable  to  sustain  life,  and  still  exempt 
tea  and  coffee.  Let  us  also  consider  that  the  dulies  on  these 
articles,  by  the  proposed  bill,  is  so  light  that  those  who  luxu- 
riate over  a  good  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  will  never  know  it. — 
It  will  be  seen,  by  table  No.  2,  that  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  on  tea  is  less,  on  an  average,  than  five  and  a  half  cents 
per  pound  ;  whereas,  by  the  act  of  1816,  the  duty  ranged 
from  twelve  to  sixty-eight  cents  per  pound.  And  on  coffee 
it  is  less  than  two  cents  per  pound  ;  but,  by  the  act  of  1816, 
it  was  five  cents.  These  are  duties  that  will  never  be  felt 
by  the  consumer.  Were  he  not  told  of  it,  he  would  never 
know  it.  Again  :  if  you  exempt  those  articles,  you  cannot 
raise  means  enough  to  carry  on  the  government.  They  will 
be  quite  inadequate,  I  fear,  with  them  in ;  and  by  subtract- 
ing them  you  take  away  near  three  million  dollars,  and  all 
most  one-third  of  the  whole  amount  proposed  to  be  raised. 
In  Great  Britain,  where  about  $1(10,000,000  is  annually 
raised  from  duties,  more  than  one-half  of  this  enormous  sum 
is  raised  cm  three  articles — tea,  sugar,  and  tobacco — neither 
of  which  is  produced  in  Great  Britain.  It  appears,  also,  that 
we  consume  more  than  five  times  as  much  coffee,  per  head, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  that  country.  But  I  have  not  time  to 
dwell  upon  it. 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  as  to  the  form  of  the  bill. — 
Contrary  to  our  tariff  laws  heretofore  passed,  it  names  the 
articles  excepted  from  duty  instead  of  those  on  which  the 
duty  is  imposed.  This  would  be  impossible  when  specific 
duties  are  imposed,  and  can  only  be  done  when  the  duties 
are  ad  valorem.  It  is  done  in  this  case  to  prevent  fraud. — 
Experience  has  shown  that  where  you  name  the  articles  on 
which  duties  are  laid,  there  is  a  constant  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  foreign  manufacturer  to  invent  some  new  article  and 
give  it  a  new  name,  that  can  be  imported  IVee,  and  which 
may  come  in  as  a  substitute  for  the  dutiable  article.  This 
bill  takes  away  all  temptation  to  commit  that  fraud,  for  the 
article,  unless  excepted  in  the  free  list,  must  pay  a  duty. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  as  to  the  necessity  of  immediate 
action.  If  we  do  not  act  now,  but  postpone  this  indispensa- 
ble revenue  measure  until  the  next  session,  and  then  mir.gle 
it  up  with  the  tariff,  it  is  not  at  all  probable  it  will  become  a 
law  until  a  year  from  this  time.  A  whole  year  will  thus  be 
lost,  which  is  of  vast  importance  whore  the  fruits  of  a  mea- 
sure arc  so  slow  in  coming  to  maturity,  and  the  demand  is 
so  pressing.  Nothing  can  be  lealized  under  this  act  after  it 
takes  effect  short  of  three  months,  and  half  of  it  not  short  of 
six;  and  on  teas,  one  of  the  most  important  articles,  a  year's 
credit  may  be  given.  I  deem  it,  therefore,  indispensable,  un- 
less we  would  disgrace  the  country  and  the  administration, 
that  this  act  should  he  passed  at  this  session,  that  an  exhaust- 
ed treasury  may  derive  some  benefit  from  it  next  winter  and 
spring,  and  not  suffer  it  to  be  postponed  a  year  longer. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  hope  this  revenue 
measure  will  not  be  mingled  up  with  questions  of  protection, 
home  valuations,  and  cash  duties.  I  ho[)e  ail  those  important 
but  per[)lexing  questions  will  be  postponed  to  the  next  ses- 
sion, when  we  shall  have  more  time  and  more  information^ 
and  may  be  in  a  better  situation  to  dispose  of  them  properly 
for  the  interest  of  all  concerned. — \_J^ational  Intelligencer. 
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[Continued  from  page  63.] 
Iron  Ores. 

Iron  holds  the  first  rank  among  the  useful  metals,  and  is 
essential  to  civilized  man,  for  most  of  the  arts  are  dependent 
upon  it  for  the  supply  of  instruments  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  their  prosecution. 

Civilized  man  alone  makes  use  of  iron,  and  to  that  metal 
he  in  a  great  degree  owes  his  superiority  over  the  savage. 
Science  and  skill  in  the  arts,  and  a  fixed  abode,  are  essential 
to  its  manufacture,  and  therefore  it  never  has  been  reduced 
from  its  ores  by  any  but  civilized  people. 

Its  magnetic  properties  guided  the  skilful  navigator  across 
the  ocean,  and  enabled  European  civilization  to  extend  itself 
to  this  continent.  Arms  manufactured  from  it  enabled  the 
first  settlers  to  withstand  the  inroads  of  barbarians,  while 
the  more  peaceful  implements,  the  axe  and  the  plough,  con- 
structed also  of  this  metal,  enabled  the  colonists  to  subdue 
the  forest  and  to  cultivate  the  soil. 

Steel  is  but  a  modification  of  iron,  prepared  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  small  proportion  of  carbon  of  charcoal.  Cast 
iron  is  a  coarser  combination  of  iron  with  carbon,  often  ac- 
companied also  by  some  impurities,  such  as  the  bases  of 
silex,  alumina,  and  occasionally  a  little  phosphorus  or  sul- 
phur. 

Wrought  or  bar  iron  is  nearly  free  from  these  impurities, 
and  is  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  its  carbon  by  the  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture. 

The  ores  of  iron  which  can  be  profitably  manufactured 
are  the  oxides  of  the  metal. 

Those  usually  employed  are  the  magnetic  iron  ore,  con- 
sisting of  a  combination  of  the  prot-oxide  of  iron  with  the 
per-oxide,  in  the  proportions  of 

Prot-oxide  of  iron^ 
Per-oxide  of  iron, 


31  "^  containing  oxygen  =  28.215 
69  5  Iron  71.784 


The  ores  of  this  class  are  black,  give  a  black  powder  when 
pulverized,  which  is  strongly  attracted  by  the  magnet. 

Its  specific  gravity  varies  from  4.74  to  5.09,  according 
to  its  purity  and  compactness. 

It  occurs  crystallized  in  the  form  of  the  primary  octa- 
hedron, and  in  its  secondary  form  the  rhombic  dodeca- 
hedron: also  in  laminae,  and  in  grains  more  or  less  rounded, 
and  in  compact  masses. 

The  superficial  portions  of  a  vein  of  magnetic  iron  ore 
always  possess  strong  polarily,  in  directions  coinciding  with 
the  magnetic  meridian  of  the  place.  This  kind  of  iron  is 
very  abundant  in  New  Hampshire,  and  in  many  places  may 
be  economically  wrought  for  iron. 

The  Franconia  Works  make  use  of  the  granular  magnetic 
iron  ore  exclusively,  and  a  very  tough  and  excellent  iron  is 
maie  from  it. 

The  average  product  of  cast  iron  is  60  per  cent,  on  the 


ore  smelted,  but  the  pure  ore  contains  69.04  per  cent,  of 
iron,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  analysis: 

100  grains  of  the  granular  magnetic  iron  ore  of  Lisbon 
iron  mine  contain 

Prot  and  per-oxide  of  iron, 96 .  20 

Silica 2.30 

Titanic  acid, 1.50 


100.00 

96.20  per  cent,  of  the  above  oxides  contain  69.04  per 
cent,  of  metallic  iron. 

Capt.  Putnam,  the  agent  of  the  Franconia  Iron  Works, 
kindly  furnished  me  with  all  the  statistical  information  which 
was  desired. 

The  New  Hampshire  Iron  Manufacturing  Company  was 
incorporated  in  June,  1805,  when  a  forge  was  erected  and 
bar  iron  was  made. 

In  1811  a  blast  furnace  was  erected,  which  has  been  kept 
in  operation  since  that  time,  and  produces  from  250  to  500 
tons  of  excellent  cast  iron  per  annum.  This  is  partly  sold 
in  the  form  of  castings,  and  a  part  is  converted  into  bar  iron 
in  the  forges. 

From  100  to  140  tons  of  bar  iron  are  made  per  annum. 

The  furnace  is  kept  in  blast  from  16  to  26  weeks  at  a 
time. 

The_  stack  of  the  furnace  was  built  of  granite,  and  it  is 
lined  with  mica  slate,  which  is  found  in  the  vicinity. 

The  hearth-stones  are  made  of  Landaff  quartz  rock. 

From  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  charcoal 
are  consumed  per  annum. 

Hard  wood  coal  costs  ...  .$4  00  per  100  bushels. 
Spruce 2  50  do 

Limestone  used  for  flux  costs  $1  per  ton. 
The  charge  for  the  furnace,  when  in  full  blast,  consists  of 
15  bushels  of  charcoal, 

5  boxes  (56  lbs.  each)  iron  ore. 

1  box  of  limestone  =  12^  per  cent. 

Average  product,  2|  tons  of  pig  iron  and  castings  per 
diem. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  blast  !§  tons  only  are  pro- 
duced. 

The  ore  delivered  at  the  works  costs  $6  per  ton,  viz: 

Mining, $5  00  per  ton. 

Hauling  to  bank, 50     do 

Breaking, 50     do 

10  miners  are  employed  at  $15  per  month  by  the  con- 
tractor. 

Price  of  pig  iron,  2  cts.  per  lb.,  castings,  5  cents  per  lb., 
bar  iron,  5  5  cents  per  lb. 

The  following  statistical  account  of  a  blast  was  handed  to 
me  by  tlie  agent : 


Dr. 


BSast  Fwrnace,  Winter,  Spring  and  Summer  of  1S3S. 


Cr. 


1838.     To  109,709  Bushels  Coal, 

July  1.    "       21,940  added  for  wasted  and  dirt, 

131,649  Bushels  Coal  at  4^  c $5,924  20 

«     690.. 17.. 1.. 21  lbs.  Ore,  at  6  50..   4,490  67 
"      77..17..0..  0  lbs.  Limestone,  at 

1   25 97  31 

8  Loads  Clay,  at  1  00 8  00 

"         Labor  and  Board  of  Hands, 2,297  97 

Blacksmith's  Bill 85  48 

"         Moulding  Sand  for  Blast, 40  00 

«         Use  of  Flasks  and  Patterns, 25  00 

•'         Repairing  Flasks  and  Patterns,  . .        30  00 
"         Hearth  Drawing  and  Laying  same      100  00 

"         Agency  and  Clerks, 500  00 

"      26..  10..  0.,0  lbs.  Shot  Iron,  at  $20     530  00 
Nett, 7,775  47 

$21,904  10 

Vol.  v.— 10 


1838.     By  729,749  lbs.  Pig  and  Scrap,  at  2  c.  ,14,594  98 
July  6.    "    182,738  lbs.  Castings,  at  4  c 7,309  12 


^21,904  10 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[August, 


The  ore  yields  55.12  per  cent,  of  iron. 

About  160  bushels  of  coal  are  required  to  smelt  a  ton  of 
the  ore. 

The  blast  continued  24  weeks. 

The  per-oxide  of  iron  presents  itself  in  several  forms,  and 
abounds  in  New  Hampshire.  When  finely  pulverized,  this 
kind  of  ore  gives  a  red  powder,  like  iron  rust,  but  vfhen 
crystallized  it  is  often  resplendent  like  a  polished  metal ; 
hence  the  name  of  a  rrystallized  variety,  specular  iron  ore 
comes  from  its  mirror-like  brilliancy.  Among  the  important 
localities  of  this  kind  of  ore,  I  would  mention  that  of  Pier- 
mont,  which  has  been  described  in  another  part  of  the  Re- 
port. 

The  ore  is  the  micaceous  specular  oxide  of  iron. 

Specimens  of  this  ore  were  analyzed  in  my  laboratory, 
under  my  directions,  and  the  following  results  were  obtained. 

A  specimen  of  the  purest  ore  yielded  in  one  hundred 
grains, 

Per-oxide  of  iron  93.5 

Titanic  acid  3,8 

Silica  2.7 

100.0 

From  which  it  will  appear  that  the  ore  contains  64.8  per 
cent,  of  pure  metallic  iron. 

An  average  specimen  of  (he  ore  yielded  in  100  grains, 


Per-oxide  of  iron 
Titanic  acid 
Silica  (quartz) 


75.0 

3.8 

18.2 

100.0 


It  contains  54.07  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron. 

It  is  evident  from  what  has  been  heretofore  stated  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  Piermont  ore,  and  from  the  above  analysis, 
that  profitable  iron  works  may  be  established  at  that  place. 

The  iron  ore  of  Bnrtlett  which  occurs  on  Baldface  Moun- 
tain, near  the  line  of  Jackson,  has  been  described  in  a  form- 
er section. 

I  shall  here  state  its  composition,  and  call  public  attention 
to  its  value.  The  ore  consists  of  a  mixture,  the  per-oxide 
and  the  prot-oxide  of  iron,  the  former  largely  predominating 
so  as  to  give  to  the  pulverized  ore  a  deep  red  color.  It  is 
but  slightly  magnetic,  owing  to  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
per-oxide. 

This  ore  is  also  mixed  with  a  minute  proportion  of  oxide 
of  manganese,  which  will  have  a  favorable  influence  in  the 
conversion  of  the  iron  into  steel,  for  the  oxide  of  manganese, 
giving  out  a  portion  of  its  oxygen,  tends  to  reduce  the  pro- 
portion of  carbon  which  enters  into  the  composition  of  cast 
iron,  so  as  to  bring  the  iron  into  the  condition  of  steel.  The 
celebrated  Swedish  chemist,  Berzelius,  is  of  opinion  that 
manganese  exerts  a  very  favorable  influence  in  this  manner, 
and  from  observation,  it  is  well  known  that  such  is  the  re- 
sult. 

The  Bartlctt  iron  ore  was  analyzed  by  me  four  years  ago, 
and  it  was  proposed  then  to  erect  a  blast  furnace  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  but  embarrassments  in  the  commerce 
of  the  country  prevented  any  investment  of  capital  in  the 
business  at  that  time.  I  would  now  again  call  public  atten- 
tion to  the  immense  veins  of  iron  ore  which  exist  in  that 
town,  for  [  am  satisfied  that  few  localities  in  New  England 
can  compete  with  that  locality  in  the  abundance  of  the  ore 
and  cheapness  of  fuel. 

The  ore  contains  from  48  to  50  per  cent,  of  pure  iron,  on 
the  average,  as  ascertained  by  several  analyses,  and  from  1 
to  5  per  cent,  of  manganese. 

100  grains  of  the  ore  were  analyzed  in  my  laboratory,  by 
Mr.  Williams  who  obtained, 

Per-oxide  of  iron  69.4 

Quartz  and  felspar  25.2 

Oxide  of  manganese  2.7 

69.4  of  per-oxide  contains  48.117  per  cent,  of  metallic 
iron. 


Another 

specimen  yielded. 

Felspar  and  quartz 

21.40 

Alumina 

0.15 

Manganese 

1.20 

Per-oxide  and  prot-oxide  7 

77.C5 

of  iron  by  dilference 

3 

100,00 
or  53  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron. 

We  may  therefore  calculate  upon  at  least  48  per  cent,  of 
cast  iron  as  the  result  of  the  smelting  operations  of  a  blast 
furnace. 

Sivarms  of  Insects* 

From  the  top  of  a  tree  in  Washington  Square,  near  the 
gate  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Sixth  streets,  just  at  twi- 
light, they  have  been  seen  more  distinctly  than  in  any  other 
quarter.  Sometimes  what  appears  to  be  a  cloud  of  smoke 
will  rise  up  from  its  summit.  It  is  often  of  a  spiral  form, 
becoming  almost  invisible  as  it  ascends,  and  then  by  con- 
centration it  will  be  dense  and  black.  Sometimes  the  cloud 
is  emitted  from  the  tree  top,  as  if  from  a  chimney,  and  then 
it  seems  to  rise  out  from  the  different  branches  below.  It 
ascends,  sometimes  in  faint  lines,  and  then  again  it  becomea 
condensed,  being  wafted  about  like  vapor  or  smoke-  But 
instead  of  being  either  of  these,  it  is  composed  of  insects  in- 
myriads,  minute  and  almost  invisible  alone.  From  whence 
they  came,  how  they  originated,  or  the  cause  which  gener- 
ates them  is  the  problem  which  we  wish  somebody  would 
solve.  Every  evening  they  attract  crowds  of  observers,  yet 
no  one  can  explain  or  account  for  their  origin.  An  alarm  of 
fire  the  other  night  was  caused  bj'  their  swarming  in  such 
clouds  from  the  eave  of  a  dwelling  house.  Some  persons  pre- 
dict an  epidemic,  as  these  aeiial  animalcu'se  are  supposed  to 
be  the  products  of  vegetable  or  animal  matter  whicli  the  heat 
has  decomposed.  As  yet  the  city  is  free  from  any  unusual 
sickness,  and  the  summer  promises  to  be  a  healthy  one  in 
Philadelphia. — JVorth  American. 

Quick    Travelling* 

The  Cleaveland  Herald  states  that  a  gentleman  left  that 
city  at  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  ult.  and  reach- 
ed New  Haven  (Conn.)  on  the  10th,  having  travelled  the 
distance,  nearly  800  miles,  in  66  hours,  including  4  hours- 
stoppage  on  the  route.  The  following  is  the  time  table  for 
the  route : 

Cleaveland  to  Buffalo, 

Buffalo  to  Rochester, 

Rochester  to  Syracuse, 

Syracuse  to  Albany, 

Albany  to  New  York, 

New  York  to  New  Haven, 

62^ 


15^ 

hours. 

9 

10 

12 

11 

5 

MOBILE. 

comparative 

statement  of  Cotton,  middle  of  J 

uly. 

Years. 

Receipts. 

Exports. 

Stocks. 

1832     - 

125,263 

126,062 

02 

1833 

128,856 

128,765 

130 

1834 

148,380 

146,692 

1,827 

1835 

195,920 

195,800 

1,532 

1836 

236,590 

233,763 

3,326 

1837 

231,179 

222,874 

8,369 

1838 

307,893 

300,578 

5,963 

1839 

252,133 

246,039 

6,173 

1840 

441,449 

380.887 

62,026 

1841 

313,940 

310,109 

6,928 

Vessels  entering  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  vessels  entered  at  the  port  of  Providence  during  the 
year  1840,  were  425 ;  of  which  66  were  from  foreign  ports. 
The  vessels  cleared  during  the  same  time  amounted  to  266; 
of  which  87  were  for  foreign  ports.  The  number  arrived 
and  not  entered  was  2,825, 


1841.] 
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Tiew  Yorli  Fifty  Years  A 

The  Hon.  Philip  Hone,  a  distinguished  merchant  of  New 
York,  in  a  recent  lecture  before  the  Mercantile  Library  As- 
sociation, remarked : — 

"  It  is  amusing  to  look  back  upon  the  state  of  the  trade  of 
New  York,  and  the  modes  of  conducting  business  within  a 
brief  period  of  less  than  fifty  years,  and  contrast  them  with 
the  present  condition  of  things.  I  have  no  ambition  to  claim 
your  respect  or  reverence  as  a  sage  of  antiquity.  On  the 
contrary,  I  fear  I  may  have  given  you  occasion  this  evening 
to  remark  that  I  am  young  enough  to  learn  a  great  deal  ; 
but  my  connexion  with  business  commenced  so  early  in  life, 
that  I  can  describe  these  matters  with  tolerable  accuracy. — 
I  was  a  lad  in  the  retail  dry  goods  store  (shop  we  called  it 
then)  of  my  brother,  in  William  street.  Goods  were  im- 
ported principally  from  London 


under  the  load  of  a  bag  of  silver,  a  sort  of  locomotive  sub- 
treasurer,  or  the  embodiment  of  a  specie  circular. 


three  in  number)  made  two  voyages  a  year;  and  when  they 
arrived,  and  the  packages  were  opened  in  the  warehouses  of 
Messrs.  Waddington,  Rowlett  &  Corp,  or  Douglass  &  Shaw, 
notice  was  sent  to  the  shopkeepers,  who  went  down  to  Pearl 
street,  and  each  selecting  the  articles  he  wanted,  the  whole 
importation  was  bought  up ;  and  a  bill  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars would  have  brought  down  upon  the  purchaser  the  jea- 
lousy of  his  neighbors,  and  occasioned  serious  alarm  to  the 
importer. 

It  is  a  fact  difficult  to  realize,  that  at  the  time  I  am  speak- 
ing of,  French  dry  goods  were  unknown  in  New  York.  I 
distinctly  recollect  the  first  package  of  French  kid  gloves, 
and  for  several  years  after  the  peace,  English  lustrings 
were  the  only  silks  in  use.  The  ladies  will  find  it  difficult 
to  imagine  such  a  state  of  destitution,  and  may,  perhaps, 
thank  their  stars  that  they  were  not  born  in  so  dark  an  age, 
when  the  possession  of  a  silk  gown  was  a  luxury  that  few 
arrived  at,  and  its  advent  in  the  family  an  event  of  sufficient 
importance  to  be  chronicled  with  the  birth  of  a  child,  or  the 
setting  out  of  a  husband  on  a  voyage  to  Albany. 

Those  were  the  days  of  frugality  and  carefulness:  and 
as  we  are  now  in  a  gossiping  humor,  I  will  relate  an  anec- 
dote to  prove  it.  A  relation  of  mine,  a  merchant  in  the  Dutch 
trade,  who  had  then  been  a  resident  of  New  York  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  had  in  his  possession  a  silk  umbrella  of  un- 
common large  proportions,  which  attracted  the  notice  of  a 
friend  in  company,  who  said  to  him  in  jest,  "  I  should  not 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  you  had  brought  out  that  umbrella 
with  you  from  Holland."  "  You  have  guessed  right,"  he 
replied  ;  "  I  did  bring  it  when  I  came  to  this  country,  and 
have  had  it  in  constant  use  over  since  ;  but  I  sent  it  once 


IVasIiington  City  Forty  Tears  Ago. 

The  following  letter,  written  by  Mrs.  Adams,  wife  of  the 
elder  President  Adams,  is  copied  from  the  collection  of  her 
letters  recently  published  in  Boston: 

To  Mrs.  Smitli. 

Washington,  Nov.  21,  1800. 

My  Dear  Child :  I  arrived  here  on  Sunday  last,  and  with- 
out meeting  with  any  accident  worth  noticing,  except  losing 
ourselves  when  we  left  Baltimore,  and  going  eight  or  nine 
miles  on  the  Frederick  road,  by  which  means  we  were 
obliged  to  go  the  other  eight  through  woods,  where  we  wan- 
The  ships   (only  two  or  !  dered  two  hours  without  finding  a  guide  or  the  path.  Fortu- 


nately, a  straggling  black  came  up  with  us,  and  we  engaged 
him  as  a  guide  to  extricate  us  out  of  our  difficulty  ;  but 
woods  are  all  you  see,  from  Baltimore  until  you  reach  the 
city,  which  is  only  so  in  name.  Here  and  there  is  a  small 
cot,  without  a  glass  window,  interspread  amongst  the  forests, 
through  which  you  travel  miles  without  seeing  any  human 
being.  In  the  city  there  are  buildings  enough,  if  they  were 
compact  and  finished,  to  accommodate  Congress  and  those 
attached  to  it ;  but  as  they  are,  and  scattered  as  they  are,  I 
see  no  great  comfort  for  them. 

The  river,  which  runs  up  to  Alexandria;  is  in  full  view 
of  my  window,  and  I  see  the  vessels  as  they  pass  and  re- 
pass. The  house  is  upon  a  grand  and  superb  scale,  re- 
quiring about  thirty  servants  to  attend  and  keep  the  apart- 
ments in  proper  order,  and  perform  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  house  and  stables — an  establishment  very  well  propor- 
tioned to  the  President's  salary.  The  lighting  the  apart- 
ments, from  the  kitchen  to  parlors  and  chambers,  is  a  tax 
indeed  ;  and  the  tires  we  are  obliged  to  keep  to  secure  us 
from  daily  agues  is  another  very  cheering  comfort.  To  assist 
us  in  this  great  castle,  and  render  less  attendance  necessary, 
bells  are  wholly  wanting,  not  one  single  one  being  hung 
through  the  whole  house,  and  promises  are  all  you  can  ob- 
tain. This  is  so  great  an  inconvenience  that  I  know  not 
what  to  do.  The  ladies  from  Georgetown  and  in  the  city 
have  many  of  them  visited  me.  Yesterday  I  returned  fifteen 
visits  ;  but  such  a  place  as  Georgetown  appears — why,  our 
Milton  is  beautiful.  But  no  comparisons  ;  if  they  will  put 
me  up  some  bells,  and  let  me  have  wood  enough  to  keep 
fires,  I  design  to  be  pleased.  I  could  content  myself  almost 
any  where  three  months  ;  but,  surrounded  with  forests,  can 


during  the  time  to  Holland  to  be  newly  covered."  Now  this  |  you  believe  that  wood  is  not  to  be  had,  because  the  people 


gentleman  was  liberal  and  charitable,  but  he  took  good  care 
of  his  umbrella,  and  died  worth  a  million  of  dollars.  j 

In  the  days  of  which  we  have  been  speaking,  there  was  i 
but  one  bank  in  the  city,  the  Bank  of  New  York,  in  Pearl 
street,  then  Hanover  Square,  of  which  Mr.  Wm.  Seaton  was  \ 
Cashier,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wilkes  was  First  Teller.  Those 
were  the  blessed  days  of  specie  currency ;  and  if  you  will 
indulge  me,  and  laugh  at  me  instead  of  frowning  at  me,  I 
will  describe  how  pleasantly  it  worked.  The  few  notes 
which  were  given  out  by  the  merchants  and  shop  keepers 
(and  the  sequel  will  show  how  few  they  must  have  been) 
were  collected  of  course  through  the  bank.  Michael  Boyle, 
the  runner,  (how  delightfully  do  his  jocund  laugh  and  plea- 
sant countenance  mix  up  with  the  recollections  of  my  earlier 
years  !)  called  several  days  before  the  time,  with  a  notice  that 
the  note  would  be  due  on  such  a  day,  and  payment  expect- 
ed three  days  thereafter. 

When  the  day  arrived,  the  same  person  called  again  with 
a  canvass  bag,  counted  the  money  in  half  dollars,  quarters, 
and  sixpences,  (those  abominable  disturbers  of  the  people's 
peace,  bank  notes,  were  scarcely  known  in  those  days,)  car- 
ried it  to  the  bank,  and  then  sallied  out  to  another  debtor  ; 
and  so  all  the  notes  were  collected  in  this  great  commercial 
city,  and  in  such  a  circumscribed  circle  did  its  operations 
revolve.  Well  do  I  remember  Michael  Boyle,  running  around 
from  Pearl  street  to  Maiden  lane,  Broadway,  and  William 
street,  (the  business  limits  of  which  district,  happily  for  him, 
did  not  extend  north  of  the  present  Fulton  street,)  panting 


cannot  be  found  to  cut  and  cart  it  ]  Bresler  entered  into 
a  contract  with  a  man  to  supply  him  with  wood.  A  small 
part,  three  cords  only,  has  he  been  able  to  get.  Most  of 
that  was  expended  to  dry  the  walls  of  the  house  before  we 
came  in,  and  yesterday  the  man  told  him  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  procure  it  to  be  cut  and  carted.  He  has  had  re- 
course to  coals ;  but  we  cannot  get  grates  made  and  set.  We 
have,  indeed,  come  into  a  Jiew  country. 

You  must  keep  all  this  to  yourself,  and  when  asked  how 
I  like  it,  say  that  I  write  you  the  situation  is  beautiful,  which 
is  true.  The  house  is  made  habitable,  but  there  is  not  a 
single  apartment  finished,  and  all  withinside,  except  the 
plastering,  has  been  done  since  Bresler  came.  We  have 
not  the  least  fence  yard,  or  other  convenience,  without,  and 
the  great  unfinished  audience  room  I  make  a  drying-room 
of,  to  hang  up  clothes  in.  The  principal  stairs  are  not  up, 
and  will  not  be  this  winter.  Six  chambers  are  made  com- 
fortable ;  two  are  occupied  by  the  President  and  Mr,  Shaw ; 
two  lower  rooms,  one  for  a  common  parlor,  and  one  for  a 
levee  room.  Upstairs  there  is  the  oval  room,  which  is  de- 
signed for  the  drawing  room,  and  has  the  crimson  furniture 
in  it.  It  is  a  handsome  room  now,  but  when  completed  it 
will  be  beautiful.  If  the  twelve  years  in  which  this  place 
has  been  considered  the  future  Seat  of  Government  had  been 
improved,  as  they  would  have  been  in  New  England,  very 
many  of  the  present  inconveniences  would  have  been  re- 
moved. It  is  a  beautiful  spot,  capable  of  every  improvement, 
and  the  more  I  view  it  the  more  I  am  delighted  with  it. 
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Since  I  sat  down  to  write,  I  have  been  called  down  to  a 
servant  from  Mount  Vernon,  with^a  billet  from  Major  Custis, 
and  a  haunch  of  venison,  and  a  kind,  congratulatory  letter 
from  Mrs.  Lewis  upon  my  arrival  in  the  city,  with  Mrs. 
Washington's  love,  inviting  me  to  Mount  Vernon,  where, 
health  permitting,  I  will  go  before  I  leave  this  place. 

The  Senate  is  much  hehind-hand.     No  Congress  has  yet 

been  made.     'Tis  said is  on  his  way,  but  travels  with 

so  many  delicacies  in  his  rear,  that  he  cannot  get  on  fast, 
lest  some  of  them  should  suffer. 

Thomas  comes  in  and  says  a  House  is  made;  so  to  morrow, 
though  Saturday,  the  President  will  meet  them. 

Adieu,  my  dear.  Give  my  love  to  your  brother,  and  tell 
him  he  is  ever  present  upon  my  mind. 

Atfectionately  your  mother. 

A,  Adams. 


Cost  of  Sliip-lJuUding  at  tUe  PortsnioiitJi  IVavy 
Yarc1« 

A  statement  was  made  some  time  since  in  some  of  the 
newspapers,  that  the  cost  of  building  ships  of  war  was  great- 
er at  this  yard  than  at  any  other  in  the  country.  This  state- 
ment, so  directly  opposed  to  general  belief,  naturally  excited 
attention  and  inquiry,  and  we  were  led  a  few  weeks  ago  to 
show  that  it  was  grossly  false  and  unjust,  and  even  predi- 
cated as  it  was  upon  an  erroneous  comparison  of  the  cost  of 
building  some  of  the  "  Ten  Sloops." 

Not  satisfied  with  this,  and  being  well  assured  that  it 
would  turn  out  upon  investigation  that  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion at  the  Portsmouth  Yard  would  prove  in  fact  to  be  less 
than  at  most  of  the  other  Naval  Stations,  we  have  been  at 
the  pains  to  obtain  from  an  official  source  the  actual  cost  of 
constructing.;?Tye  of  the  sloops  of  war  which  were  construct- 
ed under  the  last  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  and  which 
were  all  built  within  the  last  two  years,  and  we  here  submit 
it  for  the  inspection  of  those  who  feel  interested  in  the  Navy, 
and  in  the  noble  art  of  ship-building  : 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  building  and  equipping  the  fol- 
loiuing  vessels,  exclusive  of  Ordnance  cmd  Warrant 
Officers''  stores. 


Vessels, 


Preble, 

Marion, 

Decatur, 

Dale, 

Yorktown, 


Labor, 
days.  I         cost. 


23,531 

24,328' 
26,729 
15,737 
23,548; 


$32,963  94 
42,989  64 
46,961  72 
28,674  21 
43,489  53 


Materials 
&c. 


$61,232  15 
68,736  77 
62,802  00 
63,450  26 
55,483  31 


Total. 


$94,196  09 

111,726  41 

109,763  72 

92,124  47 

98,972  84 


The  Preble  was  built  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. — the  Marlon 
at  Boston — the  Decatur  at  New  York — the  Dale  at  Phila- 
delphia— and  the  Yorktown  at  Norfolk. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  building  the  "  Preble" 
at  Portsmouth,  was  less  than  the  cost  of  building  the  Marion 
at  Boston  by  17,530  dollars  32  cents;  and  less  than  the  cost 
of  building  the  Decatur  at  New  York  by  15,567  dollars  63 
cents;  and  less  than  the  cost  of  building  the  Yorktown  at 
Norfolk  by  4,776  dollars  75  cents ;  and  that  the  only  Navy 
Yard  at  which  the  cost  of  construction  was  less  than  at  Ports- 
mouth, was  the  Philadelphia  Yard  ;  and  even  here  we  are 
inclined  to  think  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the  return 
from  that  yard,  because  the  whole  number  of  days  work 
charged  for  building  the  sloop  of  war  at  that  Yard  is  15,737, 
being  over  8,000  days  less  than  were  returned  upon  an  aver- 
age from  the  other  Navy  Yards  for  building  the  other  four 
vessels. 

There  is  another  important  fact  to  be  gathered  from  these 
returns,  which  is  the  cheapness  of  labor  at  this  Yard,  when 
it  is  compared  with  all  the  rest.  At  Portsmouth,  the  aver- 
age labor  is  $1  40  per  day,  at  Boston  it  is  $1  76^,  at  New 
York$l  75|,  at  Philadelphia  $1  82,  and  at  Norfolk  $1  84f. 
The  materials  also  seem  to  have  cost  less  here  than  at  any 
other  Navy  Yard,  except  Norfolk,  where  the  cost  of  South- 
ern pine  and  live  oak,  and  perhaps  also  of  white  oak,  is  of 
course  much  less  than  at  the  Navy  Yards  further  North. 

PortsmoxUh  Jotirnah 


The  liast  Soldier  Gone! 

Departed  this  life  at  Thompson,  (Conn.)  on  the  12th  ult., 
Mr.  Ezekiel  Blackmarr,  in  the  99th  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  the  son  of  James  Blackmarr,  and  born  in  Gloucester, 
R.  I.,  in  August,  1742.  Seventy-nine  years  ago  last  May, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  troops  raised  in  the  British 
colonies  to  take  the  Island  of  Cuba,  under  the  Earl  of  Albe- 
marle, and  Admiral  Pecock,  in  a  regiment  commanded  by 
Colonel  Israel  Putnam.  He  was  in  Capt.  .lohn  Spalding's 
company,  of  Plainfield  ;  Lieut.  Smith,  and  Ensign  Pennel 
Hutchings,  of  KiUingly.  Gen.  Lyman,  of  Springfield  or 
Northampton,  was  Col.  Putnam's  superior  officer.  He  was 
without  doubt  the  last  surviving  soldier,  at  the  taking  of  the 
Moro  Castle,  and  the  oldest  in  service  on  the  Rolls  of  King 
George  the  Third.  Queen  Victoria  ought  to  remember  him, 
as  the  last  soldier  gone,  of  the  old  French  war.  He  sustain- 
ed through  life  the  character  of  an  honest  upright  citizen, 
and  retained  to  the  last,  in  a  great  degree,  his  bodily  and 
mental  powers. 

!Lciigtli  of  Days« 
_  The  Portland  Advertiser  mentions  the  following  facts  in 
connection  with  the  retirement  of  Judge  Davis: — The  ages 
and  length  of  judicial  tenure,  of  the  District  Judges  in  New 
England,  are  worthy  of  remark.  Judge  Sewall,  the  first 
District  Judge  of  Maine,  held  the  otlice  29  years,  and  did 
not  retire  until  he  was  83  years  old.  Judge  Howell,  of  Rhode 
Island,  died  in  office  at  the  ageof  77,  in  1824.  Judge  Sher- 
burne, of  New  Hampshire,  held  the  office  a  number  of  years, 
and  died  at  a  ripe  age.  J  udge  Paine,  of  Vermont,  and  Judge 
Davis,  as  we  have  seen,  have  been  on  the  bench  more  Jhan 
40  years,  and  are  past  80  years  of  age.  It  may  also  be  add- 
ed as  a  singular  fact,  that  during  the  52  years  of  the  govern- 
ment, there  have  been  in  Massachusetts  but  two  District 
Judges,  viz  :  Lowell  and  Davis,  and  in  Maine  but  three, 
Sewall,  Parris  and  Ware,  and  only  two  clerks,  viz:  Henry 
Sewall,  now  living  at  Augusta  at  a  very  advanced  age,  who 
held  the  office  30  years ;  and  Mr.  Mussey,  the  present  incum- 
bent, who  has  held  it  22  years. 

A  Roving  Yankee*  * 

Mr.  Stephens,  in  his  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Central  Ame- 
rica, describes  as  follows  a  native  of  New  York,  whom  he 
found  in  his  travels  to  Guatimala  : 

"Approaching  the  town,  I  remembered  that  Mr.  Handy, 
who  had  travelled  from  the  United  States  through  Texas 
and  Mexico  with  a  caravan  of  wild  animals,  had  told  me  of 
an  American  in  his  employ,  who  had  left  him  at  this  place, 
to  take  charge  of  a  cochineal  plantation,  and  I  was  curious 
to  see  how  he  looked  and  flourished  in  such  employment.  I 
had  forgotten  his  name,  but  inquiring  on  the  road  for  an 
American  del  Norte,  was  directed  to  the  nopal  of  which  he 
had  charge.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  place,  and  con- 
tained four  thousand  plants.  I  rode  up  to  a  small  building 
in  the  middle  of  the  plantation,  which  looked  like  a  summer- 
house,  and  was  surrounded  by  workmen,  one  of  whom  an- 
nounced me  as  a  "  Spaniard,"  as  the  Indians  generally  call 
foreigners.  Dismounting  andgiving  my  mule  to  an  Indian, 
I  entered  and  found  Don  Henriques  sitting  at  a  table  with 
an  account  book  before  him,  settling  accounts  with  the  work- 
men. He  was  dressed  in  the  cotton  jacket  of  the  country, 
and  had  a  very  long  beard  ;  but  I  should  have  recognized 
him  anywhere  as  an  American.  I  addressed  him  in  Enp;- 
lish  and  he  stared  at  me  as  if  startled  by  a  familiar  sound, 
and  answered  in  Spanish.  By  degrees  he  comprehended 
the  matter.  He  was  under  30,  from  Rhincbcck  Landing  on 
the  Hudson  river,  where  his  father  keeps  a  store,  and  his 
name  was  Henry  Pawling — had  been  a  clerk  in  New  York 
and  then  in  Mexico.  Induced  by  a  large  offer  and  a  strong 
disposition  to  ramble  and  see  the  country,  he  accepted  a  pro- 
posal from  Mr.  Handy.  Ilis  business  was  to  go  on  before 
the  caravan,  hire  a  place,  give  notice,  and  make  preparations 
for  the  animals.  In  this  capacity  he  hail  travelled  all  over 
Mexico,  and  from  thence  to  Gualamala.  It  was  seven  years 
since  he  left  home,  and  since  parting  with  Mr.  Handy  he 
had  not  spoken  a  word  of  his  own  language;  and  as  he 
spoke  it  now  it  was  half  Spanish.  1  need  not  say  he  was 
glad  to  see  me." 
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Of  the  number  of  ^irrivals  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  at 
the  Port  of  ^ew  York,  from  1810  to  1840  inclusive. 

No.  of  arrivals, 
Year.  foreign  and  coastwise.  Tonnage. 

1810 2,341 274,943^- 

1811 2,028 249,01  OA 

1812 1,795 194,301^ 

1813 1,319 143,729| 

1814 788 •:...  48,63U 

1815 2,120 29l,072i 

1816 2,224 Sai  ,076  J 

1817 2,097 288,547A 

-1818 2,273 297,196^ 

1819 1,675 266,840 

1820 1 ,947 256,95  IJ 

1821 2,061 274.314.^ 

1822 2,242 319,940| 

1823 2,423 350,785 

1824 2,61 2 372,576 

1825 2,778 420,8 1 4J 

1826 2,964 402,446 

1827 2,911. 442,406^ 

1828 2,656 41 2,937^ 

1829 2,71 6 417,9fiH 

1830 1,986 405,307" 

1 831 2,080 427,601| 

1852 2,292 492,310 

1833 2,437 521 ,5 1 0 

1834 2,427 535,497^ 

1835 2,450 555,056 

1836 2,719 647,322 

1837 2,508 629,965 

1838 1,962 559,483 

1839 2,573 655,927^ 

1840 2,479 61 8,1 86 

In  addition  to  these  arrivals,  which  are  from  foreign  and 
coastwise  ports,  there  are  about  1 ,050  schooners,  sloops,  &c., 
employed  in  coasting  inland,  not  included  in  the  above, 
averaging  about  75  tons,  making  78,750  tons.  Those  ves- 
sels are  here  probably  every  weeii  during  the  season  of  navi- 
gation. Also,  about  75  steamboats,  which  probably  are  here 
about  every  other  day  ;  tonnage,  30,760. 

It  will  be  seen  that  since  1828  the  tonnage  has  increased 
about  one-third  in  amount.  In  1828  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
arriving  at  this  port  was  412,937^  tons;  in  1840  the  ton- 
nage of  vessels  arriving  was  618,186  tons. — [A".  Y.  Herald. 


Statisties  of  Saratoga  Spriiigs* 

Medicinal  Springs  of  various  qualities 18 

No.  of  houses 426 

Boarding  houses 75 

Rooms  in  the  four  largest  houses 964 

Extensive  bathing  establishments 4 

No.  of  Inhabitants,  about 2,500 

Annual  Visiters,  about 35,000 

Churches  of  different  denominations 6 

Academies  and  Female  Seminaries 4 

Stores 35 

Newspapers,  2  weekly  and  1  daily 3 

Public  Reading  Rooms  and  Libraries '2 

Library  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  vols 4,100 

Steamboat  and  Railroad  fare  from  New  York $3  62 

[A".  Y.  Observer. 


"Warning  to  Whalers. 


The  Journal  du  Havre  mentions  the  discovery  near  Oko- 
roa,  in  New  Zealand,  ofa  dangerous  rock,  lying  in  the  usual 
course  of  ships  sailing  for  the  whale  fishery,  and  not  marked 
on  any  chart.  It  lies  6^  miles  W.  N.  W.  ^  N.  from  the  Es- 
perance  Rock  of  Admiral  Dumott  d'Urville.  It  is  not  wider 
than  a  vessel,  and  is  about  four  feet  under  water.  Having 
been  discovered  by  the  Havre  whaler,  the  name  of  that  ship 
has  been  given  to  it. 


Ancient  EInx  Tree. 

Pittsfeld,  Mass.  July  S. 

Our  lofty  and  beloved  Elm  Tree  standing  in  the  centre  of 
the  village  was  struck  by  lightning,  during  an  intense  thun- 
der storm.  The  fluid  struck  the  highest  twigs  of  the  North- 
ern and  Southern  branches,  and  united  at  the  main  branch 
and  took  a  perpendicular  line  to  within  a  foot  of  the  ground, 
stripping  off  ten  inches  width  of  bark  the  whole  length. 
For  two  or  three  days  past  some  of  our  noblest  tars  have 
been  engaged  in  climbing  to  the  uppermost  limbs,  by  aid  of 
ladders  and  ropes,  in  the  hope  of  saving  this  venerable  and 
notable  patriarch.  Our  citizens,  as  you  well  know,  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  the  preservation  of  this  noble  tree.  It  is  one 
of  the  grandest  specimens  of  the  forest  to  be  found  in  this 
whole  country — indeed  a  monument  of  nature's  handiwork, 
attracting  the  notice  and  admiration  of  all.  It  has  been  im- 
mortalized in  song,  and  is  cherished  and  remembered  by  every 
native  of  the  place  present  or  absent.  It  was  found  standing 
in  the  forest  when  the  first  settler  came  to  this  town  about 
lOO  years  since.  It  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  public 
park,  enclosed  and  surrounded  by  fence  and  ornamental  trees 
and  walks.  It  is  nearly  150  feet  high,  perfectly  straight, 
and  without  a  limb  for  9  J  feet.  It  measures  in  circumference 
15  feet  and  a  half.  It  is  probably  several  centuries  old.  We 
have  grieved  much  over  its  misfortune,  and  there  are  now 
probably  100  to  200  people  in  the  park  witnessing  the  efforts 
to  preserve  its  good  old  life. — Madisonian. 


Kew  Orleans  and  CiiTia  Trade* 

Exports  of  Flour,  Lard  and  Cotton  to  Havana  and  Jilia- 
tanzas,  from  .Tuly  1,  1840  to  June  30,  1841,  on  .Ameri- 
can and  Spanish  vessels. 
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Including  six  American  vessels  for  Matanzas. 
Including  five  Spanish  vessels  for        ,   do 


Richard  Vaux,  Esq.,  has  been  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  place  of  Samuel  Rush  resigned. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  BANK  OF  TENNESSEE  AND  BRANCHES. 


[AUGXTST, 


State  of  tbe  Bank  of  Tennessee. 


JuLx  1,  1841. 


Dr. 


Discounted  notes  - 
Domestic  bills 
Bills  and  notes  in  suit 
Protested  bills 

Expense  account  - 
Interest  on  State  bonds 
do  Int.  Improv'mt  do 

Due  from  banks     - 

Cash,  viz  : 
Notes  of  other  banks 
Gold  and  silver 


$833,058  31 

220,638  56 

60,631  42 

13,968  45 


160,750  00 
75,481  05 


-$1,128,196  74 
13,607  38 


236,231  05 
436,158  23 


93,230  97 
130,270  22 


223,501  19 
§2,037,694  59 


Cr. 


Capital  stock,  viz : 
State  bonds  -         -         - 
School  fund .         -         - 

do.       do.     Ocoee 
Surplus  Revenue  - 

Sinking  or  contingent  fund 
Dividend  account  - 
Exchange  account 
Discounts  received  i- 

Interest  account     - 
Damages       .         .         - 
Internal  Imp'nt  dividend 
Profit  and  loss 

Common  School  Fund  - 
Treasurer  of  Tennessee 
Due  to  Banks 
Circulation   .         -         - 
individual  depositors     - 


440,000  00 

56,113  60 

254,902  26 

470,066  55 

171,006  59 

82,755  78 

25,739  59 

49,060  87 

32,382  12 
2,233  25 

1,620  00 

56,163  36 


1,221,082  41 


JOS.  W.  HORTON,  Cashier, 

Bank  of  Tknnf.ssee,         7 

Nashville,  July  1,  1841.5 

CCj"  The  sum  of  $100,000  was  this  day  appropriated  for 
Common  Schools,  and  $18,000  to  county  academies,  agree- 
ably to  the  8th  Section  of  the  charter. 

State  Bank  of  Tenn.  ajvd  Branches,  July  1,  1841. 


Dr. 


Discounted  notes  - 
Domestic  bills  of  exchange 
Bills  and  notes  in  suit   - 
Protested  bills       .         .         - 

Expense  account  -         -        - 
Interest  on  State  bonds  - 
do  Int.  Improv'mt  do  - 

Due  from  banks    -         -         - 
Real  Estate  at  branches 
.State  bonds  at  branches 
Edw.  W.  Dale  and  securities 

Bank  notes  on  hand,  viz  : 
Notes  of  other  banks  - 
^old  ajnid  silver 


■  2,906,046 

■  547,532 
281,575 

27,471 


57 
71 

82 
99 


160,750 
75,481 


00 
05 


Cr. 

Capital  stock,  viz  : 
State  Bonds-         -         -         -1,000,000 
School  fund-         -         -         -     131,356 

do       do     Ocoee        -         -     586,767 
Surplus  revenue    -         -         -1 ,353,209 

Sinking  or  contingent  fund  -  171,006 

Dividend  account  -         -  -  82,755 

Exchange  account          -  -  40,385 

Discounts  received          -  -  88,571 

Interest  account     -         -  -  33,313 

Damages      -         -         -  .  4,555 

Internal  Improvement  dividend  1 ,620 

Profit  and  loss  account  -  -  135,778 

Common  School  Fund  -         -         -         - 
Treasurer  of  Tennessee 
Due  to  Banks       .         -         .         -         . 
Circulation  -----. 
Individual  depositors      -  ^     - 


00 
32 
65 
55 


3,762,627  09 
21,900  09 


138.961  89 

490.962  29 


59 
78 
54 

54 
46 
89 
00 
84 


3,071,333  52 


236,231  05 

809,120  34 

70,229  31 

26,000  00 

36,300  17 


557,987  64 
11,635  94 
97,352  31 

130,651  46 
1,310,163  00 

413,509  36 


JOS 
Bank  or  Tennessee, 
Nashville,  July  1,  1841 


$5,592,633  23 
W.  HORTON,  Cashier. 

[JVash.  Rep. 


420,961 

59 

11,635 

94 

96,125 

26 

14,432 

19 

48,118 

00 

225,339 

23 

$2,037,694 

59 

Shad  Fishery. 

The  shad  fishermen  have  been  very  successful  the  pre- 
sent season.     It  is  estimated  that  3,000  barrels  have  been 
already  taken  in  the  Sound  between  Monomoy  Point  and 
Bass  River.     The  shad  fishery  on  our  shores  was   com- 
menced by  a  few  individuals  four  years  ago.    Now  between 
2  and  300  men,  principally  from  Connecticut,  are  engaged 
in  it.     The  fish  are'  taken  with  seines,  of  which  two  kinds 
are  used  ;  one  made  of  great  length  and  depth  for  the  pur- 
pose of  surrounding  schools  of  shad  where  the  watee  is  from 
five  to  seven  fathoms  deep ;  and  the  other  kind  are  fitted  for 
meshing,  the  seine  being  trailed  out  from  a  boat  or  vessel 
and  the  shad  in  attempting  to  run  through  it  are  caught  by 
their  gills.    The  long  "  Purse  Seines  "  require  a  crew  of  six- 
teen men  to  manage  them,  and  are  capable  of  holding  an 
immense  number  of  fish.     Capt.  David  Baker,  took  at  one 
haul  two  htindred  barrels  of  shad,  and  Capt.  Judah  Baker, 
also  enclosed  as  large  a  number,  but  a  shark  broke  through 
the  seine,  and  made  a  passage  for  the  shad  to  escape.    Pre- 
sent appearances  indicate  that  the  taking  of  shad  on  our 
coast,  will  soon  become  as  important  a  branch  of  business 
as  the  cod  and  mackerel  fishery.  We  are  informed  that  they 
have,  at  a  certain  season  of  the  year,  always  been  abundant 
in  the  waters  of  the  Sound,  but  until  recently  no  means  had 
been  discovered  for  taking  them  in  the  open  sea,  in  suffi- 
ciently large  quantities  to  justify  the  expense  of  fitting  out 
vessels  on  purpose  to  take  them.     It  is  believed  that  Shad, 
like  Mackerel,  in  the  Spring,  proceed  northward  along  the 
coast,  and  that  the  fishermen  when  they  better  understand 
their  habits  will  be  enabled  to  follow  them  as  they  now  do 
the  mackerel.     They  arrive  in  the  Vineyard  Sound  the  last 
of  May,  or  beginning  of  June,  and  then  as  the  weather  ad- 
vances proceed  northward  along  the  coast  as  far  as  Nova 
Scotia.  But  the  fact  that  they  are  taken  very  nearly  as  early 
in  the  rivers  of  Maine  as  in  the  Sound,  seems  to  favor  the 
supposition  that  they  are  a  deep  water  fish,  and  only  visit  the 
coast  in  the  months  of  May  and  June  to  deposit  their  spawn. 
None  have  been  taken  after  June  in  former  years,  and  it 
is  calculated  the  fisheries  in  the  Sound  will  be  over  in  the 
course  of  next  week. — Yarmouth  Register. 


629,924  18 
$5,592,633  23 


A  Venerable  Band  of  Patriots. 

A  writer  in  the  New  York  Express  states  that  there  are 
but  but  five  officers  of  the  regular  Revolutionary  army  alive 
in  that  city,  and  adds  that  the  ages  of  these  advance  seriatim 
from  85  to  89,  viz : —Lieut.  Abraham  Legget,  in  his  85th; 
Major  Leonard  Bleeker,  in  his  86th ;  Major  General  Morgan 
Lewis,  in  his  87th;  Caj)f.  Theodosus  Fowler,  in  his  88th; 
and  Major  William  Popham,  in  his  89th.  They  are  all  in. 
good  health. 
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T&e  Mexican  Coimnission. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Con- 
vention of  the  11th  of  April,  1839,  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  to  adjust  certain  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
former  against  the  latter,  have  been  in  session  in  this  city 
about  one  year.  The  Board  consists  of  four  Commissioners, 
two  on  each  side,  their  secretaries,  and  an  umpire.  A  report 
from  the  American  Commissioners,  of  the  progress  and  con- 
dition of  the  commission,  under  date  of  the  26th  of  May 
last,  addressed  to  the  President,  has  been  called  out  and  pub- 
lished by  order  of  the  Senate.  From  this  it  appears  that 
great  differences  of  opinion  have  arisen  between  .the  two 
sides  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board.  The  Mexi- 
can Commissioners,  it  seems,  took  their  oaths  before  each 
other,  and  then  swore  their  secretary,  and  a  discussion  on 
the  validity  of  this  oath  occupied  the  Board  for  a  week. — 
Then  a  discussion  arose  upon  the  rules  of  proceeding,  which 
occupied  the  Board  seven  weeks — the  Mexican  Commis- 
sioners pretending  that  the  two  governments  were  the  parties 
litigant,  that  no  claimant  should  be  allowed  to  come  before 
them,  and  that  no  document  would  be  received  by  them  un- 
less it  came  through  the  Department  of  State.  The  Ameri- 
can Commissioners  were  compelled  to  yield,  after  long  but 
vain  opposition,  to  these  unjust  rules  of  proceeding. — 
Owing  to  the  great  delay  occasioned  by  the  difficulties  raised 
by  the  Mexican  Commissioners,  it  was  not  until  the  28th 
day  of  December,  1840,  that  the  first  case  came  before  the 
Board  for  a  hearing  on  its  merits.  The  denial  of  access  to 
the  claimants,  and  the  circuitous  method  of  obtaining  proofs, 
and  the  whole  course  of  the  Mexicans,  have  embarrassed  all 
the  proceedings,  and  tended  very  much  to  bring  the  Conven- 
tion to  naught.  One  of  the  claimants,  Mr.  Santangelo,  has 
published  a  pamphlet,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention are  strongly  objected  to,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
Mexican  Commissioners  particularly  censured. 

The  following  cases  have  been  brought  to  a  hearing,  and 
awards  made  by  the  Board  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  since 
January  last  : 

Peter  Harmony  -         -         -      §11,130 

J.  J.  Astor  &Son,  New  York  -  -  37,661 
Boardman  &  Pope,  Boston  -  -  37,661 
Hetty  Green,  Key  West  -  -  16,941 
Samuel  Chew,  Philadelphia  -  -  18,291 
Smith  Thompson,  New  Haven  -  -  2,093 
Theodore  Dacoing  ...  2,450 
Francis  R.  Arnold,  and  others  -  54,082 
Ratcliffe  Hicks,  Rhode  Island  -  1 5,452 
Richard  J.  Arnold,     do  -         -      7,726 

J.  Nicholson,  administrator  of  A.  L. 

Duncan 188,324 

liOuisa  Livingston,  executrix  of  E. 

Livingston  ....  45,279 
John  K.  West  ....  43,652 
W.  H.  Sims  and  wife  -        -         -      22,639 


Total,         $503,381 


Eleven  other  cases  have  been  discussed  and  sent  to  the 
umpire,  with  the  arguments  pro  and  con.  as  far  back  as 
May.  Only  one  claim  has  been  rejected,  but  a  number  have 
been  laid  aside  or  suspended — some  because  they  are  not 
among  the  class  that  lawfully  comes  before  the  Board,  and 
others  because  additional  documents  and  explanations  are 
wanting.  "  A  large  number  of  cases,"  it  is  judged,  are  yet 
to  be  submitted  for  examination  ;  so  that  there  seems  to  be 
no  immediate  prospect  of  the  sittting  of  the  Board  being 
brought  to  a  conclusion. 

The  American  Commissioners  are,  William  L.  Marcy 
and  John  Rowan  ;  the  Mexican,  Senores  Joaquin  Velasquez 
de  Leon  and  Pedro  Fernandez  del  Castillo. 

[Jlfadisonian. 


Sickness  in  Kentucky. — The  Frankfort  Commonwealth 
says  that  the  Dysentery  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
parts  of  Fayette,  Woodford  and  Franklin  counties,  and  has 
been  marked  by  more  than  usual  mortality. 


University  of  Norlli  Carolina* 

The  University  of  North  Carolina  was  incorporated  on 
the  11th  December,  1789 — the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
was  held  at  Fayetteville,  15th  November,  1790 — Chapel- 
Hill  was  laid  off  and  the  corner  stone  of  the  East  Building 
laid,  12th  October,  1793.  The  Institution  was  opened  for 
the  reception  of  students,  12th  February,  1795,  and  the 
first  class  graduated  4th  July,  1798. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  graduates,  at 
each  Commencement,  since  the  establishment  of  the  College, 
and  the  number  of  Matriculates,  during  each  collegiate  year, 
since  the  organization  of  the  faculty,  by  the  appointment 
of  a  President  on  the  11th  July,  1804: 

Taljle. 


Year. 

Matri- 

Gradu- 

Year. 

Matri- 

Gradu- 

culates. 

ates. 

culates. 

ates. 

1798 

6 

1820 

127 

25 

1799 

10 

1821 

146 

30 

1800 

3 

1822 

165 

28 

1801 

9 

1823 

173 

27 

1802 

•  ■  • 

3 

1824 

157 

34 

1803 

3 

1825 

122 

39 

1804 

60 

6 

1826 

112 

19 

1805 

57 

3 

1827 

76 

32 

1806 

67 

4 

1828 

85 

11 

1807 

40 

6 

1829 

81 

14 

1808 

46 

13 

1830 

83 

14 

1809 

36 

10 

1831 

107 

15 

1810 

61 

3 

1832 

104 

23 

1811 

54 

1 

1833 

109 

13 

1812 

57 

10 

1834 

101 

13 

1813 

97 

14 

1835 

104 

15 

1814 

80 

16 

1836 

89 

19 

1815 

83 

18 

1837 

142 

9 

1816 

92 

^  15 

1838 

164 

19 

1817 

108 

10 

1839 

160 

13 

1818 

120 

14 

1840 

171 

31 

1819 

120 

11 

1841 

•  ■  •  • 

43 

674 

The  whole  number  of  Matriculates  has  been  ascertained 
to  be  about  1750. 

From  a  catalogue  now  in  preparation  of  the  alumni,  we 
will  be  able  to  present  many  facts  that  cannot  fail  to  make  a 
deep  impression  on  the  public  mind.  For  the  present,  we 
will  content  ourselves  with  the  following  general  statements: 

Of  the  674  graduates,  70  have  entered  upon  the  Gospel 
Ministry.  The  Governor  of  this  State,  five  of  our  ten  Judges, 
the  two  Judges  who  vacated  their  offices  during  the  last  year, 
the  late  and  present  Attorney  General,  are  sons  of  the  Uni- 
versity. The  two  Senators  in  Congress,  the  two  Judges,  the 
two  Speakers  of  the  Commons,  the  Public  Treasurer,  and 
three  of  the  four  Solicitors  elected  during  the  last  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  are  Graduates  of  the  Institution. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  while  the  average  number  of 
students,  has,  during  the  last  eight  years,  been  quite  equal  to 
130,  no  death  has  occurred  since  September,  1 833.  We 
doubt  whether  as  much  can  be  said  for  the  healthfulncss  of 
any  of  the  Collegiate  establishments  throughout  our  country, 

\_Italeigh  Register. 


Steam  Bridge* 

A  striking  use  of  the  steam  engine  has  been  adopted  af 
Portsmouth ;  it  is  a  floating  bridge,  70  feet  long  and  60  feet 
wide,  impelled  by  2  engines  of  20  horse  power,  and  making 
the  passage  (2,2u0  ft.)  at  the  speed  of  about  350  feet  a  min- 
ute. The  bridge  draws,  with  all  its  machinery,  but  2  feet. 
The  capital  invention  will  naturally  supersede  the  awkward 
contrivances  of  bridges  of  boats  on  the  great  European  rivers, 
and  will,  not  improbably,  obviate  the  formidable  expense  of 
building  bridges,  and  most  greatly  facilitate  communication 
in  colonies  and  new  settlements  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

\_St.  Louis  .Argua. 
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Iron  Trade  of  JVewport.  and  Cardiff,  AVales. 

We  have  received  from  a  friend  in  England,  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  Iron  and  Coal  Trade  from  1829  to  1839, 
inclusive,  showing  the  quantity  shipped  by  the  ditferent  es- 
tablishments ;  from  which  v?e  make  the  following  summary. 

Iron  sent  down  the  Glamorganshire  Canal. 

Tons, 

1829 83,876 

1830 81,548 

1831 70,333 

1832 83,677 

1833 112,315 

1834 110,012 

1835 119,858 

1836 123,088 

1837 124,810 

1838 130,637 

1839 132,781 

1840 132,002 

1,305,957 
On  the  Monmouthshire  Canal. 

1829 119,082^ 

1830 , 115,755 

1831 119,569| 

1832 124,7051 

1833 125,433J 

1834 130,042J- 

1835 155,588J 

1836 151,957^ 

1837 143,213f 

1838 167,4784r 

1, 352,8  26| 
Sent  to  Newport. 

1839 175,211 

1840 194,459 

369,670 
Coal  carried  on  the  Glamorganshire  Canal. 

1829 83,729 

1830 : 106,170 

1831 117,134 

1832 165,351 

1833 184,261 

1834 183,953 

1835 176,374 

1836 192,241 

1837 226,671 

1838 189,081 

1839 211,214 

1840 248,484 


A  CURIOSITY. 


Charles  Codman  of  this  city,  who  is  a  curious  collector 
of  coins — and  has  a  fine  taste  for  rare  specimens  of  the  an- 
tique, has  showed  us  a  very  uncommon  coin  struck  off  in 
this  country  in  1783.  It  is  of  copper,  and  bears  on  one  side 
a  head  of  Washington,  with  the  words,  "  Washington  and 
Independence,"  around  it,  and  the  date — 1 783 — below  it. 
On  the  other  side  are  the  words  around  the  margin,  "L'nited 
States  of  America ;"  in  the  centre  between  the  two  olive 
branches  "  one  cent "  (one  word  above  the  other,)  and  at 
the  bottom  "  1-100."    We  understand,  although  we  have 


not  been  able  to  find  a  record  of  the  fact,  that  a  quantity  of 
these  cents  were  struck  off  in  1783,  but  that  as  soon  as  the 
circumstance  came  to  Washington's  knowledge,  with  that 
modesty  which  was  characteristic  of  him,  and  of  all  true 
greatness,  he  took  immediate  measures  to  have  the  impres- 
sion changed  by  the  removal  of  his  own  portrait,  and  those 
which  had  been  issued,  suppressed.  A  few,  however,  went 
into  circulation,  and  are  now  eagerly  sought,  at  a  high  price, 
by  collectors  of  rare  and  curious  specimens.  We  are  told 
that  Mr.  Codman  has  been  offered  ten  dollars  for  the  one  in 
his  possession. — Portland  Adv. 


Appropriations  for  the  Navy. 

The  following  statement  which  we  derive  from  a  speech 
of  Mr.  King  of  Georgia,  shows  the  amount  of  appropriations 
for  the  Navy  in  different  years,  and  the  number  of  guns 
afloat: 


Year. 

jSppropriated. 

Guns  afloat 

1836 

$7,011,055 

462- 

1837 

8,185,710 

554 

1838 

5,502,420 

630 

1839 

5,264,385 

596 

1840 

5,155,120 

882 

1841* 

7,333,943 

1007 

In  1800,  with  a  population  of  5,305,000  and  669,000 
tons  of  registered  tonnage,  we  had  876  guns  afloat ;  in  1841 
our  population  is  17,000,000  our  tonnage  2,960,000,  and 
yet  our  guns  are  but  1,007.  This  shows  how  far  our  naval 
force  is  from  keeping  up  with  the  growth  of  the  population 
and  the  commerce  of  the  country.  Applying  the  same  ratio 
of  defence  at  this  day  which  existed  in  18U0,  we  ought  to 
have  2000  guns  afloat. — JVeivark  Daily  Adv. 

*  If  all  the  bills  now  before  Congress  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Navy,  become  laws. 


Cost  of  Trangportation  on.  Canals,  Railroads,  &.cm 

The  inquiry  is  frequently  made,  what  is  the  difference  in 
the  cost  of  transportation  on  canals  and  railroads  ?  This 
question  is  answered  by  the  following  statement,  made  two 
years  since,  by  Mr.  Charles  Ellet,  Jr.  Chief  Engineer  on  the 
James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  and  Railroad  : 

Cost  of  freight  on  canals,  exclusive  of  tolls,  li^  cent  per 
ton  per  mile. 

Railroads,  2J  cents. 

McAdam  roads,  10  to  15  cents. 

Common  turnpikes,  15  to  20  cents. 

Steamboats  on  the  lakes,  2  to  4  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 

Steamboats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  riveys,  ^  to  1^ 
future  average  J  cent  per  ton  per  mile. 


Correction. 

By  an  oversight,  an  error  escaped  our  notice  in  the  caption 
of  the  5th  column  of  the  table  respecting  Coffee,  published 
in  the  last  Number,  page  62,  which  our  readers  are  request- 
ed to  correct— instead  of  "  Consumption  or  exportation," 
read  expokts. 
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Red  River  Raft. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  removal  of  this  raft  has  caused 
the  expenditure  of  much  money  annually,  and  will  require 
much  more,  before  the  work  is  completed.  Very  little  infor- 
mation has  been  furnished  to  the  public  respecting  the  in- 
tent and  formation  of  these  obstructions,  upon  which  Capt. 
Shrevo  has  been  operating  for  several  years.  We  therefore 
deem  the  following  report  of  Col.  Long  interesting.  The  re- 
moval of  the  raft  is  very  important,  as  opening  a  communica- 
tion with  a  very  extensive  and  valuable  portion  of  country. 

Marietta,  June  1,  1841. 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  March  13, 
184'i,  I  have  personally  examined  the  several  sites  occupied 
by  the  former  and  present  rafts  of  Red  river,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work  heretofore 
done,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
this  important  river,  and  of  devising  a  plan  of  operations 
adapted  to  the  further  improvement  still  required  in  subser- 
viency to  the  same  object;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port the  result  of  my  observations  and  inquiries  in  reference 
to  those  subjects. 

Preliminary  to  a  discussion  of  these  topics,  however,  I 
shall  attempt  a  brief  description  of  that  part  of  the  river 
and  its  valley  in  which  the  rafts  have  been  formed ;  such  a 
description  being  essential  to  a  clear  illustration  of  the  nature 
and  bearings  of  the  subjects,  and  to  a  proper  apprehension 
of  their  import 

Red  river,  in  its  course  within  the  State  of  Arkansas,  pre- 
sents a  single  channel  of  an  average  width  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards,  and  during  the  more  elevated  stages  of 
the  water  has  a  depth  sufficient  for  steam  navigation,  for 
many  hundred  miles,  before  it  reaches  tlie  northern  boundary 
of  Louisiana.  But,  on  entering  the  State  last  mentioned,  it 
passes  into  the  region  or  district  in  which  the  rafts  had  their 
origin  and  existence,  and  is  divided  into  numerous  small 
channels  of  very  considerable  depth,  but  generally,  and  al- 
most uniformly,  too  narrow  to  admit  the  passage  of  floating 
trees,  especially  when  their  lengths  are  presented  trans- 
versely of  any  channel  or  bayou  through  which  the  water 
has  to  pass. 

The  district  constituting  the  region  of  the  raft  is  situated 
entirely  within  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  embraces  an  ex- 
tent from  south-east  to  north-west,  about  180  miles,  and  a 
width  varying  from  five  to  twelve  miles.  The  navigable 
channel  through  this  district  embraces  a  distance  of  about 
600  miles.  Numerous  other  channels,  more  or  less  devious, 
many  of  them  navigable  for  steamboats  in  all  stages  of  the 
water  for  considerable  distances,  are  also  included  within 
this  district  as  before  intimated.  The  entire  tract  or  valley 
now  under  consideration,  abounds  in  bayous,  lagoons  and 
lakes,  profusely  distributed,  and  pervading  its  surface  in  every 
direction. 

The  ffats  or  bottom  lands  comprised  within  the  valley,  are 
invariably  composed  of  a  rich  and  fertile  alluvion,  of  a  redish 
complexion  and  sandy  consistency,  and  are,  throughout,  an- 
alogous in  all  respects  to  the  alluvious  formations  still  in  pro- 
gress in  the  same  region,  which  are  composed  of  a  very  fine 
sand,  intermixed  with  ferruginous  clay,  the  former  predomi- 
nating. 
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The  bayous  are  generally  deep  and  narrow,  their  width 
seldom  exceeding  150  or  200  feet.  Their  channel's  are  gene- 
rally bounded  by  abrupt  sides,  which  are  guarded  against 
abrasions  by  imbedded  timbers,  and  the  roots  of  willows  and 
other  shrubbery.  The  lakes  are  generally  broad  and  shoal, 
occupying  the  less  elevated  portions  of  the  valley.  Many 
of  them  are  occasionally  destitute  of  water  in  a  dry  seffsoii.- 
The  lakes  are  generally  studded  with  a  growth  of  cypress, 
and  sometimes  with  willows,  cotton  wood,  and  oak,  with 
other  upland  trees,  which  successively  thrive  and  decay,  ac- 
cording to  the  prevalence  or  rece-ss  of  the  water  at  the  site* 
occupied  by  them.  Hence  the  growth  and  supply,  in  part, 
of  materials  for  the  formation  of  rafts. 

Various  theories  have  been  suggested  by  way  of  accounting 
for  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  valley  of  Red  river,- 
and  especially  for  the  process  by  which  alluvial  deposits  have 
been  made,  and  rafts  formed  therein.  But  speculations  of 
this  nature,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  origin  and  com- 
mencement of  the  difficulties  in  question,  have  very  little 
claim  upon  our  attention.  In  connexion  with  this  subject, 
and  in  reference  to  delta  formations  generally,  we  would 
merely  observe,  that  the  more  they  are  enlarged  the  greater 
will  be  the  elevation  of  the  surface  of  the  stream  by  whict 
they  are  made,  at  any  given  point  within  the  formation.  For 
example,  when  the  delta  formation  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi terminated  at  New  Orleans,  the  surface  of  that  river, 
which  was  then  as  it  is  now,  at  its  mouth,  on  a  level  with' 
the  surface  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  lower  at  thai: 
point  than  it  is  at  present,  by  about  four  feet,  which  is  the' 
difference  now  existing  between  the  surface  of  the  Mississippi' 
at  New  Orleans,  in  a  low  stage  of  the  river,  and  the  surface 
of  mean  tide  in  the  Gulf. 

It  may,  moreover,  be  observed,  that  alluvial  deposits  or 
delta  formations  are  carried  at  least  to  the  elevation  of  the' 
higher  freshets  that  have  given  occasion  to  such  formations.- 
Hence,  the  flats  or  bottom  lands  in  the  valleys  of  streams, 
generally,  are  approximate  indications  of  the  highest  freshets' 
that  have  prevailed  in  such  streams. 

Moreover,  wheti  the  alluvial  lands  in  the  valley  of  a  river 
are  more  elevated  above  the  low  water  table  at  one  point 
than  at  another,  as  is  strikingly  the  case  in  the  valley  of  Red 
river,  we  may  conclude  with  certainty,  that  there  is  a  corre- 
sponding ditl(;rence  in  tbe  extreme  range  from  low  to  high 
water. 

The  obstructions  in  Red  river  claiming  our  attention,  are 
obviously  attributable  to  causes  like  those  that  are  still  opera- 
tive in  working  changes  in  tbe  character  and  condition  of  this' 
stream.  Floating  trees,  and  other  drift,  are  brought  down 
by  every  freshet.  The  channels  throush  which  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  pnss  are,  in  some  places  too  narrow  to  admit  of  ita 
passage,  and  in  others  so  thickly  set  with  snags,  planters, 
<^:c.  that  its  progress  downward  is  effectuafly  interrupted  by 
them.  In  either  case  the  drift  is  arrested  in  iis  progress,  and' 
becomes  stationary.  A  raft  is  thus  commenced,  and  accu- 
mulates incessantfv,  so  long  as  the  drift  continues  to  run/ 
Every  successive  freshet  contributes  to  its  enlargement,  by 
furnishing  new  supplies  of  floating  materials;  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  a  raft  many  miles  in  extent  is  formed. 
The  accumulations  having  been  continued  for  a  year  or  two, 
the  materials  first  deposited  become  water- soaked  and  sink 
to  the  bottom  of  the  channel,  while  those  more  recently 
brought  down,  successively  follow  the  same  example.  The 
current  of  the  stream,  which  began  to  be  checked  in  its  ve- 
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locity,  as  soon  as  the  raft  began  to  form,  is  at  length  effectu- 
ally arrested,  and  the  water  must  pass  off  in  another  direc- 
tion through  a  new  channel  or  bayou  formed  for  its  passage. 
The  old  channel  below  the  raft  being  thus  blocked  up,  be- 
comes a  lagoon  of  stagnant  water,  and  serves  as  a  receptacle 
for  depositions  from  the  turhid  waters  of  the  river.  Every 
freshet  brings  down  a  fresh  supply  of  alluvion,  with  which 
the  old  channel  is  eventually  filled,  and  in  process  of  time 
effectually  obliterated.  In  this  way  old  channels  become 
obstructed  and  effaced,  and  new  ones  are  funned  ;  changes 
of  thi-3  character  have  been  in  proijress,  till  at  length  the  river 
valley  presents  a  profusion  of  bayous,  lagoons,  lakes,  and 
swamps,  scattered  in  every  direction. 

The  more  considerable  bayous  and  lakes  embraced  by  the 
river  valley,  within  the  district  affected  bv  rafts,  are  as  fol- 
lows: Commencing  at  the  southern  boundary  of  Arkansas, 
and  proceeding  downwards,  we  have  in  succession  the 
following  considerable  outlets  from  the  main  river,  com- 
municating more  or  less  directly  with  Caddo,  or  Soda  lake, 
situated  on  the  south-west  or  right  side  of  the  valley,  viz: 
Red  bayou,  which  is  the  uppermost  of  all  the  bayous  within 
the  district  just  mentioned  ;  New  bayou,  Dooly's  bayou,  and 
Cheftel's  bayou,  besides  several  others  of  inferior  size.  The 
three  bayous  first  mentioned  are  situated  above  the  heid  of 
the  raft ;  while  that  last  mentioned,  passes  from  the  river  at 
a  point  about  midway  of  the  new  or  present  raft.  The 
quantity  of  \vater  conveyed  from  the  main  river  by  these 
bayous  is  probably  about  one-half  of  the  entire  volume  of 
the  river  at  tlie  present  stage  of  water.  One  of  these  out- 
lets, viz  :  New  bayou,  has  been  formed  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  raft,  which  has,  no  doubt,  contributed  to  its 
formation,  and  at  the  same  time  to  an  augmentation  of  the  i 
quantity  of  water  conveyed  off  by  the  other  bayous  above- 
mentioned. 

These  are  the  only  outlets  that  discharge  their  water  into 
lake  Caddo. 

Ten  miles  below  the  raft  is  a  copious  outlet  called  the 
Willow-chute;  and  again,  twelve  miles  further  down,  is  an- 
other of  equal  size,  called  Benoist's  bayou,  both  leading  to 
the  left  of  the  river,  and  discharging  their  waters  first  into 
lake  Bodcau,  and  then  into  lake  Bistineau.  These,  and 
several  smaller  outlets,  leading  in  the  same  direction,  convey 
from  the  main  channel  about  half  the  volume  remaining  in 
it,  after  the  exhaustion  occasioned  by  the  bayous  before  men- 
tioned. By  reason  of  these  reductions  of  its  volume,  the 
current  in  the  navigable  channel,  for  the  distance  of  eighteen 
miles  below  Benoist's  bayou,  is  rendered  very  sluggish,  mov- 
ing at  a  speed  not  exceeding  one  and  a  quarter  miles  per 
hour.  The  current  being  thus  retarded,  the  mud  held  in 
suspension  by  the  water  is  deposited  upon  the  bottom  and 
sides  of  the  channel,  which  already  begins  to  exhibit  symp- 
toms of  being  eventually  choaked  with  alluvious  deposits. 

At  the  point  last  indicated,  viz.  eighteen  miles  below  Be- 
noist's bayou,  is  a  very  considerable  inlet,  from  lake  Caddo, 
called  Caddo,  or  Soda  bayou  ;  and  six  miles  further  down, 
at  a  point  a  little  above  the  town  of  Shreveport,  is  another 
inlet  far  more  copious,  from  Cross  lake,  called  Cross  lake 
bayou,  both  of  which  enter  from  the  right  of  the  valley,  and 
restore  to  the  main  channel  the  tribute  previously  withdrawn 
by  the  bayous  first  mentioned,  and  conveyed  to  lake  Caddo. 
The  volume  thus  enlarged,  and  now  comprising  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  water  of  the  entire  river,  passes  downward  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Shreveport,  which  is  built  on  a 
highland  bluff  connected  with  the  river  hills,  by  which  the 
valley  is  bounded  on  its  south-westerly  side. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  present  raft,  by  which  the  main 
navigable  channel  has  been  obstructed,  a  passage  for  keel-boats 
has  been  found,  leading  upward  through  Caddo  bayou,  Caddo 
lake,  Clear  lake,  Black  and  Red  bayous;  at  the  head  of 
which  last,  it  again  enters  the  main  river,  between  twenty 
and  thirty  miles  above  the  raft. 

Three  miles  below  Shreveport  is  one  of  the  most  copious 
outlets  anywhere  to  be  found  in  connexion  with  the  main 
channel.  This  outlet  is  at  the  head  of  bayou  Pierre,  which 
conveys  from  the  main  river  about  two-thirds  of  its  entire 
volume;  a  large  portion  of  which  is  again  restored  to  the 
main  channel  at  Shreve's  island  and  Cut-off,  six  miles  below 


the  outlet.  Bayou  Pierre,  which  vies  with  the  main  channel 
in  the  copiousness  of  its  stream,  enters  lake  Wallace  on  the 
right  of  the  river  valley,  and  after  passing  through  a  series 
of  lakes  and  bayous  on  that  side  of  the  valley,  and  occa- 
sionally washing  the  bases  of  the  river  hills  on  the  same  side, 
unites  again  wiih  the  main  navigable  channel,  a  little  above 
Grand  Ecore,  Natchitoches,  and  about  one  hundred  miles, 
by  the  course  of  the  river,  below  the  head  of  the  bayou. 

About  midway  of  the  distance  last  mentioned,  or  fifty 
miles  below  the  tiead  of  bayou  Pierre,  is  another  considera- 
ble outlet,  in  the  same  direction,  viz.  to  the  right,  called  Pas- 
cagoula  bayou,  which  communicates  with  bayou  Pieire,  and 
conveys  about  one-third  part  of  the  water  of  the  main  chan- 
nel at  the  head  of  the  bayou,  from  the  main  river  to  bayou 
Pierre.  There  are  numerous  other  outlets  and  bayous  com- 
municating in  a  similar  manner  with  bayou  Pierre,  and 
serving  not  only  to  reduce  the  volume  of  the  main  stream, 
but  to  check  the  speed  of  its  current,  which,  in  many  places, 
does  not  exceed  one  and  a  quarter  miles  per  hour,  at  the 
present  stage  of  water.  Owing  to  this  reduction  of  its  volume, 
the  capacity  of  the  main  channel  has  been  considerably  re- 
duced ;  so  that  from  the  head  of  Pascagoula  bayou  down- 
ward, to  the  mouth  or  inlet  of  Loggy  bayou,  embracing  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles,  its  average  width  does  not  exceed 
one  hundred  feet,  and  the  speed  of  its  current  one  and  a 
half  miles  per  hour. 

On  the  left  of  the  river,  below  Shreveport,  are  numerous 
small  outlet  bayous,  which  lead  to,  and  unite  with,  Benoist 
bayou.  Willow-chute,  &c.  all  of  which  discharge  their  wa- 
ters into  lake  Bodcau,  and  through  bayou  Bodcau  into  lake 
Bistineau;  all  of  which  are  situated  near  the  river  hills,  by 
which  the  valley  is  bounded  on  the  north-east  side  of  the 
river.  The  waters  thus  congregated  in  the  lake  last  men- 
tioned, are  conveyed  back  again  to  the  main  channel  through 
Loggy  bayou,  Coshatta  bayou,  and  other  less  considerable 
channels.  By  means  of  these  successive  re-augmentations, 
the  main  stream  becomes  more  voluminous,  and  its  current 
more  rapid,  from  the  mouth  of  Loggy  bayou  downward,  to 
the  mouth  of  bayou  Pierre,  through  a  distance  of  about 
seventy-five  miles. 

Prior  to  the  removal  of  the  old  raft,  the  channel  through 
which  keel-boats  were  conducted  past  this  formidable  ob- 
struction, led  successively  through  Loggy  bayou,  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  lake  Bistineau,  bayou  Bodcau,  lake  Bodcau, 
and  Willow-chute  ;  at  the  head  of  which  last  it  united  again 
with  the  present  navigable  channel,  which  was  then  unob- 
structed by  the  raft. 

At  the  present  time,  improvements  having  recently  been 
made  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  in  the  channel  of  bayou 
Pierre,  and  of  the  lakes  connected  with  that  stream,  keel- 
boats  are  enabled  to  ascend  through  this  channel,  and  ac- 
commodations are  thus  afforded  to  numerous  inhabitants  re- 
siding in  its  vicinity. 

From  the  mouth  of  bayou  Pierre  downward,  through  a 
distance  of  ten  miles,  to  the  head  of  bayou  Bondieu,  seven 
miles  above  Natchitoches,  almost  the  entire  volume  of  the 
river,  both  in  high  and  low  water,  passes  in  a  single  channel, 
situated  on  the  right  of  the  river  valley,  and  near  the  river 
hills  on  that  side. 

Below  the  head  of  bayou  Bondieu,  the  river  is  divided 
into  two  considerable  streams,  viz.  the  Bondieu,  and  Cane 
or  Little  rivers;  the  former  conveying  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  water  of  the  entire  river,  having  been  much  enlarged 
within  a  period  of  a  few  years.  The  first  settlements  on 
Red  river  between  Natchitoches  and  Alexandria,  were  made 
along  the  shores  of  the  Cane  or  little  rivers ;  the  Bondieu  at 
that  time  having  been  an  inconsiderable  bayou,  and  totally 
unfit  for  navigation.  These  two  streams  and  the  numerous 
bayous  with  which  they  are  connected,  unite  their  waters 
again,  in  a  single  channel,  af  the  distance  of  sixty  miles 
downward,  as  measured  on  the  Bondieu,  or  ninety  miles,  aa 
measured  on  the  Cane  or  Little  river,  from  the  head  of  the 
Bondieu. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Bondieu  downward,  to  Alexandria, 
embracing  a  distance  of  about  forty  miles,  the  water  of  the 
river  passes  mainly  in  a  single  channel,  which  is  sufficiently 


1841.] 


RED  RIVER  RAFT. 


83 


broad,  deep,  and  commodious,  in  other  respects,  for  steam- 
boat navigation. 

At  Alexandria  the  navigation  is  obstructed  in  low  water 
by  shoals  and  rapids,  extending  throufih  a  distance  of  about 
two  miles,  at  which  tiie  at^gregate  fall  in  a  very  low  stage  of 
the  river  is  about  live  feet.  The  obstructions  at  this  place 
are  occasioned  by  beds  of  very  soft,  probably  saponaceous 
rock,  through  which  it  has  been  contemplated  to  cut  a  chan- 
nel of  a  capacity  to  admit  steamboats,  which,  no  doubt,  may 
be  efl'ected  at  an  expense  comparatively  moderate. 

Below  Alexandria  the  river  valley  again  presents  numer- 
ous lakes,  swamps,  lagoons  and  small  bayous,  but  the  main 
channel  is  sutficiently  large  and  commodious  to  admit  of 
the  free  passage  of  steamboats  of  the  larger  classes  in  all 
stages  of  the  river,  except  at  a  place  called  the  Rapions, 
where  the  low  water  channel,  for  a  short  distance,  is  obstruct- 
ed by  beds  or  rather  hog-back  ridges  of  indurated  clay,  which 
may  readily  be  reduced,  and  a  channel  opened  across  them 
by  the  application  of  mechanical  force. 

The  flats  or  bottom  lands  within  this  part  of  the  river  val- 
ley are  for  the  most  part,  subject  to  inundation  during  the 
prevalence  of  high  freshets,  either  in  the  Red  or  Mississippi 
river,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  the  back  water  occasioned 
by  which  extends  upwards  in  Red  river,  through  a  distance 
of  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  overflowing  the  entire  val- 
ley of  the  latter  many  miles  from  its  mouth. 

A  vast  tract  of  country  thus  subject  to  inundation,  but 
otherwise  of  incalculable  value,  might  probably  be  reclaimed 
and  successfully  brought  under  cultivation  by  means  of  a 
cut-off  at  the  gorge  of  Tunica  bend  in  the  Mississippi,  a  few 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  at  which  this  river  has 
to  traverse  a  detour  of  more  than  twenty-five  miles,  the  gorge 
of  which  is  said  to  have  an  extent  of  only  about  nine  hun- 
dred yards.  By  turning  the  river  across  in  the  direction 
here  contemplated,  the  elevation  of  its  surface  at  all  points 
between  the  bend  and  Red  river,  and  even  to  a  much  greater 
extent  upwards,  would,  no  doubt,  be  reduced  sufficiently  to 
prevent  the  overflow  of  the  flat  lands  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Red  river  valley. 

I  feel  persuaded  that  the  method  of  reclamation  just  con- 
sidered is  the  only  one  by  which  the  extensive  flats  alluded 
to  can  be  effectually  rescued  from  the  dominion  of  freshets, 
and  rendered  susceptible  of  cultivation.  The  alluvion  of 
which  the  Red  river  bottoms  are  composed,  is  not  sufficiently 
adhesive  and  compact  for  the  formation  of  levees  and  other 
embankments  of  a  character  to  resist  the  abrasions  and  per- 
meations of  the  water.  Numerous  attempts  have  been  made 
to  block  up  outlets  and  prevent  overflows  at  various  points 
on  the  river,  but  in  almost  every  instance  they  have  proved 
ineftectual  and  abortive. 

The  formation  of  cut-offs,  however,  by  means  of  which 
the  water  is  drained  off  through  channels  more  direct,  and 
by  currents  more  or  less  accelerated,  has  a  tendency  to  re- 
duce the  elevation  of  the  surface  water  at  the  head  of  every 
cut-off,  and  consequently,  to  drain  from,  or  prevent  the  over- 
flow of,  any  flat  lands  situated  above  and  within  the  influence 
of  such  cut-off. 

It  is  true  that  the  method  just  contemplated,  while  it  re- 
duces the  surface  of  the  water  at  the  head  of  the  cut-off,  will, 
at  the  same  time,  proportionally  increase  the  elevation  at  its 
foot.  If  the  evil  thus  resulting  requires  a  remedy,  it  must 
be  found  by  seeking  another  gorge  below,  and  opening  an- 
other cut-off. 

As  examples  corroborating  the  results  above  predicted,  we 
may  cite  Shreve's  cut-off  in  the  Mississippi,  near  the  mouth 
of  Red  river,  at  which  the  elevation  of  surface  water  has 
been  materially  reduced  above  the  cut-off,  and  increased  in 
an  equal  degree  below.  We  may  also  cite  Jenkins'  cut-off, 
in  Red  river,  near  Shreveport,  at  which  results  precisely  of 
the  same  character  have  been  produced,  as  evinced,  in  the 
former  case,  by  the  passage  of  Red  river  into  the  Mississippi 
above  the  cut-off,  and  the  island  formed  by  it;  and  in  the 
latter,  by  a  retrograde  current  in  the  old  channel  of  the  de- 
tour immediately  below  the  cut-off. 

Among  the  remarkable  anomalies  presented  by  Red  river 
may  be  classed  certain  irregularities  in  the  inundations  of  its 
extensive  flats.  Overflows  occasionally  prevail  in  some  parts 


of  the  valley  to  such  an  extent  and  duration,  that  the  timber 
growth  upon  extensive  tracts  becomes  deadened,  and  is  suc- 
ceeded either  by  a  spacious  pool  of  stagnant  water,  or  by  a 
growth  of  cotton  wood,  willows,  vines,  and  other  aquatic 
shrubbery,  while  other  portions  of  the  valley  of  equal  extent 
are  left  destitute  uf  overflows  during  equal  periods  of  time, 
and  become  fit  for  cultivation.  Occurrences  of  this  sort 
have  by  some  been  regarded  as  the  effects  of  carihquakes  or 
other  subterraneous  agencies,  by  which  the  tracts  first  men- 
tioned have  been  depressed,  and  those  last  mentioned  have 
been  elevated. 

These  irregularitFes,  however,  are  obviously  attributable 
to  other  causes  far  less  remote,  and  may  be  accounted  for 
much  more  satisfactorily  in  the  following  manner: 

The  river  seldom  or  never  brings  down  a  sufficiency  of 
water  to  inundate  its  entire  valley,  from  the  river  hills  on 
one  side  to  those  on  the  other,  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
The  channels  leading  towards  one  side  of  the  valley  may 
become  obstructed  at  their  heads  by  rafts  or  otherwise,  while 
those  leading  towards  the  other  side  are  left  open,  and  subject 
to  gradual  enlargement.  Such  being  the  case,  the  side  of 
the  valley  first  mentioned  fails  to  receive  its  wonted  supply 
of  water,  while  that  last  mentioned  receives  a  supply  un- 
usually large.  In  this  way  tracts  that  were  previously  dry, 
become  and  continue  inundated,  while  other  tracts  previously 
submerged  are  loft  destitute  of  water  and  become  dry,  firm, 
and  susceptible  of  cultivation.  The  ordinary'  effects  of  sul)- 
mcrsion  and  desiccation  will  be  exhibited  in  the  vegetable 
products  liable  to  be  affected  by  changes  of  this  nature. 
Among  these  are  the  deadening  of  trees,  by  long  continued 
immersion  of  their  bases  under  water,  and  the  springing  of 
a  dry  land  growth  in  situations  from  which  overflows  have 
been  excluded. 

Under  present  circumstances,  and  owing,  in  part  to  the  ob- 
structions in  the  main  channel,  occasioned  by  the  existing  raft, 
an  unusual  quantity  of  river  water  is  thrown  towards  the  right 
side  of  its  valley,  and  causes  a  superabundance  of  water  in 
lake  Caddo,  Cross  lake,  and  the  water  courses  connected 
with  them,  which  are  now  filled  up  to  an  extraordinary  depth; 
so  much  so,  that  large  tracts,  formerly  frequented  by  hunters, 
and  said  to  have  been  once  inhabited  by  Indians,  are  now 
submersed  many  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  same  is  also  true  of  bayou  Pierre  and  the  lakes  con- 
nected with  it,  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  depth  of  the  water 
contained  in  them  at  the  present  time,  and  the  decay  of  im- 
mersed forests  in  their  vicinity. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  reverse  is  true  with  respect  to  the 
bayous  and  lakes  situated  on  the  other  side  of  the  valley; 
the  supplies  of  water  received  by  which,  at  the  present  time, 
are  far  less  abundant  than  they  were  formerly,  and  in  con- 
sequence, swamps  and  other  tracts  previously  inundated, 
are  now  partially  reclaimed,  and  begin  to  produce  a  dry 
land  growth  of  trees,  shrubbery,  &c. 

Hence  it  results,  also,  that  numerous  bayous,  leading 
transversely  of  the  valley,  and  intercommunicating  between 
the  main  navigable  channel  and  the  several  lateral  bayous  of 
which  we  have  already  treated,  sometimes  exhibit  currents 
of  water  tending  towards  one  side  of  the  valley,  and  at 
other  times  currents  completely  reversed  and  tending  in  the 
opposite  direction,  according  to  their  subserviency  in  drain- 
ing the  water  from  an  overcharged  to  an  uncharged  channel. 
In  connexion  with  the  circumstances  detailed  as  above, 
there  is  another  worthy  of  particular  notice  in  this  place, 
viz.  the  fact  that  the  date  of  extreme  high  water  of  any  freshet 
occurs  about  two  weeks  earlier  at  the  head  of  the  region  of 
which  we  have  been  treating,  or  at  the  outlet  of  Red  bayou, 
than  it  does  at  Natchitoches ;  or  about  three  weeks  earlier 
than  at  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  the  intervening  periods  be- 
ing required  for  the  diffusion  of  the  surplus  waters  oyer  the 
exten.sive  lakes,  lagoons  and  swamps,  included  within  this 
spacious  district. 

Of  the  labyrinth  of  bayous,  lagoons,  lakes  and  CTvamps, 
of  which  we  have  been  treating,  the  channel  selected  by 
Captain  Shrcve  as  most  susceptible  of  improvement,  and 
best  adapted  to  navigation  when  improved,  now  demands 
our  more  particular  consideration.  The  care,  vigilance  and 
ability,  with  which  the  selection  has  been  made,  reflect  the 
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highest  credit  upon  the  judgment  and  skill  of  the  enterprising 
agent  just  named,  while  the  herculean  task  of  clearing  the 
channel,  accomplished  under  the  direction  of  the  same  gen- 
tleman, greatly  enhances  the  meed  of  applause  to  which  he 
is  fairly  entitled. 

A  more  particular  description  of  the  channel  just  spoken 
of,  which  is  the  same  as  that  heretofore  designated  as  the 
main  navigable  channel,  is  deemed  essential  to  an  adequate 
comprehension  of  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  improve- 
ments under  consideration.  In  its  compilation,  we  shall 
unhesitatingly  indulge  in  a  repetition  .of  many  of  the  facts 
and  circumstances  already  detailed. 

Commencing  at  the  head  of  Red  bayou,  between  twenty 
and  thirty  miles  above  the  present  raft,  the  main  navigable 
channel  descends  by  a  serpentine  course  to  Hurricane  blufT, 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  river  valley,  and  includes  within 
the  last  eight  miles  from  the  head  of  the  raft  downward,  the 
entire  new  raft  by  which  the  navigation  is  now  obstructed. 
In  the  distance  last  mentioned  occurs  an  extensive  detour  or 
bend  of  the  river,  the  circuit  of  which  embraces  the  extent 
just  mentioned,  viz.  eight  miles,  while  the  distance  across  its 
gorge,  commencing  at  the  head  of  the  detour,  and  termi- 
nating on  the  margin  of  an  old  channel  of  the  river  now 
filled  with  the  cuttings  of  the  old  raft  and  other  drift,  is  only 
a  mile.  At  the  head  of  this  detour,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Phelps'  landing,  commences  the  present  raft,  which  has  an 
extent  downward  of  about  three  miles,  through  which  the 
main  channel  is  more  or  less  densely  packed  with  recent  drift, 
of  which  the  raft  is  composed.  Within  the  space  occupied 
by  the  raft  are  occasional  interstices  void  of  drift,  and  vary- 
ing in  their  extent  from  one  hundred  feet  to  three  or  four 
hundred  yards.  In  estimating  the  length  of  the  raft,  these 
interstices  are  omitted ;  independently  of  which,  the  aggre- 
gate length  is  computed  at  about  three  miles,  as  before  stated. 

At  the  foot  of  the  detour  and  in  connexion  with  it  is  a 
cut-oif,  about  150  yards  long,  leading  across  a  narrow  gorge 
of  a  subordinate  bend,  setting  northward  towards  the  head 
of  the  main  detour,  which  formerly  constituted  the  main 
channel,  and  at  which  the  gorge  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  has  one  of  its  terminations.  This  subordinate 
detour  has  a  circuit  of  about  three  miles,  which,  added  to 
the  length  of  the  main  detour,  gives  for  the  entire  length  of 
the  old  channel,  from  the  head  of  the  raft  to  the  foot  of  the 
present  detour,  about  eleven  miles.  Since  the  formation  of 
the  cut-off  which  was  made  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Shreve,  the  old  channel,  traversing  the  smaller  bend,  has 
been  filled  with  the  cuttings  of  the  old  raft,  and  still  remains 
blocked  up,  as  before  mentioned. 

A  rude  sketch  or  diagram  is  here  presented,  which  exhi- 
bits a  view  of  the  detours,  together  with  the  position  of  the 
present  raft,  and  other  objects  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
river.     [The  diagram  is  omitted. — En.  Keg.") 

The  width  of  the  channel  opened  by  Captain  Shreve  on 
this  part  of  the  river,  and  for  a  considerable  distance  below, 
varies  from  75  to  150  feet.  Its  depth  is  sufficient  for  navi- 
gation in  all  stages  of  the  water,  and  its  current  sufficiently 
rapid  to  prevent  alluvial  deposits. 

The  new  raft  has  contributed  to  reduce  the  speed  of  the 
current  materially,  and,  of  course,  the  volume  of  water  pass- 
ing in  the  channel.  It  has  at  the  same  time  served  to  in- 
crease the  elevation  of  surface  water  at  the  head  of  the  raft, 
and  to  cause  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
water  drawn  from  the  main  channel  by  Cheftel's  bayou,  and 
other  outlets  above. 

The  range  from  extreme  low  to  extreme  high  water  at  the 
head  of  the  raft,  is  only  about  five  feet,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  ordinary  range,  not  only  on  this  part  of  the 
river,  bat  generally,  from  the  head  of  Red  ba)'ou  downward, 
to  that  of  Bcnoist's  bayou,  sixteen  miles  below  Hurricane 
bluff. 

Subsequently  to  the  removal  of  the  old  raft,  and  soon  af- 
ter the  accomplishment  of  that  object  on  that  part  of  the 
river  above  considered,  the  channel  was  again  blocked  up  by 
a  second  raft,  which  was  removed  in  1840  by  the  aid  of  two 
steamboats  employed  for  that  purpose,  at  an  expense  of  about 
$20,000,  which,  it  is  said,  has  never  been  refunded  to  those 
*/ho  undertook  the  work.    The  channel,  however,  remained 


open  but  for  a  very  short  time,  when  the  formation  of  the 
present  raft  commenced. 

The  old  raft  occupied  not  only  the  distance  above  men- 
tioned, viz.  an  extent  of  about  13  miles,  by  the  old  channel 
upward,  from  Hurricane  bluff,  but  extended  downward,  about 
30  miles  below  that  point,  to  the  mouth  of  Caddo  bayou  ; 
through  which  distance  the  channel  has  about  the  same 
width  and  depth  as  those  above  stated. 

Of  the  distance  last  considered,  viz.  from  Hurricane  bluJC 
to  Caddo  bayou,  the  current  is  sufficiently  rapid  downward, 
to  the  head  of  Benoist's  bayou,  about  16  miles  ;  but  through 
a  distance  of  18  miles  still  further  down,  is  very  sluggish, 
especially  during  a  high  water  stage,  when  the  current  is 
said  to  be  reversed,  setting  towards  the  head  of  Benoist's 
bayou  above,  instead  of  downwards,  towards  Bhreveport. — 
This  anomaly  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  from  the  fact 
that  the  extreme  range  or  rise  of  the  highest  freshets  at 
Shreveport,  the  conditions  of  the  channels  or  bayous  above 
remaining  as  at  present,  is  about  twelve  feet,  whereas  at  the 
head  of  Benoist's  bayou  it  is  only  about  five  feet.  Hence 
the  suiface  of  the  water  at  the  mouth  of  Caddo  bayou,  six 
miles  above  Shreveport,  becomes  sufficiently  elevated  to 
change  the  direction  of  the  current  as  above  mentioned. 

Between  the  head  of  Benoist's  and  the  mouth  of  Caddo 
bayou  are  two  extensive  detours,  with  very  narrow  gorges, 
viz.  Vauter's  bend,  at  which  the  circuit  is  about  five  miles 
and  the  gorge  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  Cane's 
bend,  with  a  circuit  of  about  nine  miles  and  a  gorge  of  five 
hundred  yards,  at  either  or  both  of  which,  cut-offs  may 
readily  be  formed,  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  accele- 
rate the  low  water  current,  and  thereby  prevent  the  channel 
from  being  filled  with  alluvial  deposits. 

In  1820,  it  is  said,  that  the  raft  removed  by  Captain  Shreve 
from  that  part  of  the  river  above  the  outlet  of  Willow-chute 
had  no  existence,  the  channel  above  that  point  having  been 
then  open  and  unobstructed.  Of  course  the  entire  raft  found 
in  that  part  of  the  river  which  at  the  time  of  its  removal  oc- 
cupied an  extent  of  about  sixteen  miles,  must  have  been 
formed  subsequently  to  that  date. 

From  the  inlets  of  Caddo  and  Cross-lake  bayous,  down- 
ward, the  channel  is  sufficiently  capacious  and  the  current 
suflSciently  rapid  for  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  to  Jenkins' 
cut-off,  which  leads  across  the  gorge  of  a  bend  three  miles 
below  Shreveport,  the  circuit  of  which  has  an  extent  of  about 
three  miles,  and  its  gorge  about  one  hundred  yards.  Mid- 
way of  the  bend  just  mentioned  is  the  outlet  into  bayou 
Pierre,  which  conveys  from  the  main  channel  nearly  or  quite 
three-fourths  of  the  water  that  passes  Shreveport.  A  very 
considerable  portion  of  water  thus  withdrawn  is  restored 
again  to  the  main  channel  at  Shreve's  cut-off,  six  miles  below 
Jenkins'  cut-off. 

At  Jenkins'  cut-off  the  water  is  conveyed  through  the  new 
channel  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  that  of  the  old  chan- 
nel below  the  bend,  in  consequence  of  which  a  considerable 
portion  of  its  volume  is  deflected  to  the  right,  and  passes 
into  bayou  Pierre,  leaving  an  inadequate  supply  to  pass  down- 
ward in  the  main  channel  between  the  two  cut-offs  just  men- 
tioned, the  distance  being  six  miles.  The  preservation  of  a 
navigable  channel  between  these  two  points  involves  two 
alternatives,  viz.  that  of  changing  the  direction  of  Jenkins* 
cut-off  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  to  the  current  a  tenden- 
cy in  the  direction  of  the  old  channel  below  it,  or  that  of 
opening  a  new  channel  through  bayou  Pierre  and  a  part  of 
the  detour  intercepted  by  Shreve's  cut-off;  at  which  last  it 
will  again  enter  the  present  navigable  channel.  A  choice 
between  these  alternatives  must  depend  on  future  develop- 
ments, of  a  character  to  show  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
two  routes.  The  difference  in  the  distances  and  fdcilities 
presented  by  both  is  believed  to  be  very  inconsiderable.  At 
present  the  main  navigable  channel  is  sufficiently  wide  and 
deep  to  admit  of  the  free  passage  of  steamboats,  and  the  cur- 
rent sufficiently  rapid  to  prevent  depositions  from  the  water. 

In  connexion  with  the  improvements  that  have  been  made 
on  the  several  portions  of  the  river  above  considered,  attempts 
were  also  made  to  stop  up  the  heads  or  outlets  of  Willow- 
chute,  WiUiams'  bayou,  Benoist's  bayou,  bayou  Pierre,  &c. 
by  erecting  dams  at  these  several  points,  which  instead  of 
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shutting  up  the  outlets,  and  thus  producing  the  desired  re- 
sults, have  all  been  swept  away  by  freshets,  and  the  outlets 
left  open  and  unobstructed. 

From  Shreve's  cut-off,  downwards,  to  the  head  or  outlet 
of  Pascagoula  bayou,  the  width  of  the  channel  varies  from 
thirly,  to  fifty  or  sixty  yards,  its  depth  being  amply  suflicient 
for  navigation  in  all  stages.  The  distance  here  contemplated 
is  forty-two  miles,  through  which  the  supply  of  water  is  suf- 
ficiently copious,  and  its  current  sufficiently  rapid.  This 
portion  of  the  river  is  also  very  serpentine,  and  presents  se- 
veral detours  with  extensive  circuits  and  very  narrow  gorges, 
most  of  which  will  admit  of  cut-ofis,  by  means  of  which  the 
distance  as  above  may  be  very  materially  reduced.  The 
bends  alluded  to,  and  most  practicable  for  improvements  of 
this  nature,  are  those  called  Latche's  and  Williams'  bends, 
the  former  of  which  has  a  circuit  of  five  miles  and  a  gorge 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  the  latter 
a  circuit  somewhat  longer,  and  a  gorge  of  five  hundred  yards. 

A  cut-off  at  the  bend  last  mentioned  would  have  a  ten- 
dency, not  only  to  accelerate  the  current  in  this  part  of  the 
river,  but  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  its  water  through  Pascagoula  bayou  into  bayou  Pierre, 
and,  by  this  means,  contribute  essentially  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigable  channel  below. 

At  Pascagoula  bayou,  the  range  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  water  of  the  river,  is  probably  less  than  at  any  other 
point,  and  it  is  said  not  to  exceed  four  feet ;  the  elevation  of 
the  flats  above  low  water  mark  being  even  less  than  the  rise 
just  mentioned.  Fifty  miles  above  this  point,  viz.  at  Shreve- 
port,  the  range  is  about  twelve  feet,  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance below,  viz.  at  the  mouth  of  Loggy  bayou,  is  some- 
what greater  than  at  Shreveport,  while  at  the  point  under 
consideration  it  manifestly  does  not  exceed  five  feet. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  river  demanding  our  parti- 
cular attention,  is  that  extending  from  the  head  of  Pasca- 
goula bayou  downward  to  Loggy  bayou,  and  embracing  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles.  At  the  point  last  mentioned,  as  be- 
fore observed,  was  the  lower  extremity  of  the  old  raft,  at 
which  the  operations  carried  on  by  Captain  Shreve,  for  the 
removal  of  the  raft,  were  commenced. 

This  part  of  the  river  is  exceedingly  crooked,  being  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  a  series  of  contiguous  detours  or 
bends,  of  greater  or  less  extent,  both  in  their  circuits  and 
gorges.  Its  channel  is  narrow,  seldom  exceeding  fifty  yards 
in  width  ;  and  its  current,  for  the  most  part,  very  moderate, 
and  in  places  sluggish.  Within  the  distance  of  a  few  miles 
on  this  part  of  the  river,  no  less  than  three  steamboats  have 
been  snagged  and  sunk,  whhin  a  period  of  a  httle  more  than 
a  year. 

Among  the  detours  alluded  to,  are  Love's  bend,  with  a 
circuit  of  four  miles,  and  a  gorge  of  four  hundred  yards  ; 
Grant  point,  with  a  circuit  of  about  sixteen  miles,  and  a 
gorge  of  less  than  half  a  mile  ;  this  detour  embraces  two  dis- 
tinct bends,  both  of  which  may  be  intercepted  by  a  single 
cut-ofi"  about  four  hundred  yards  in  length.  In  this  detour 
the  wrecks  of  the  three  steamboats,  before  noticed,  still  re- 
main, one  of  which  is  sunk  below  the  reach  of  steamboats 
of  the  deepest  draft,  while  the  others  remain  at  the  side  of 
the  channel,  and  serve  to  endanger  the  navigation.  These 
obstructions  ought  to  be  removed,  or  a  new  channel  should 
be  substituted  instead  of  that  in  which  they  are  situated,  by 
means  of  a  cut-off,  as  above  contemplated. 

Besides  the  bends  above  designated,  there  are  numerous 
others  on  this  part  of  the  river,  many  of  which  are  suscep- 
tible of  improvement  by  the  introduction  of  cut-offs. 

From  Loggy  bayou,  downward,  to  the  mouth  of  bayou 
Pierre,  seventy-four  miles,  the  channel  is  sufficiently  spa- 
cious in  all  respects,  and  the  current  sufficiently  rapid,  for 
the  purposes  of  free  navigation. 

Thirty  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Loggy  bayou  is  another 
copious  inlet  from  lake  Ijistineau,  called  Coshatta  bayou, 
which  greatly  augments  the  volume  of  water  in  the  main 
channel ;  besides  which  there  are  several  other  inlets  far  less 
considerable. 

The  outlets  from  this  part  of  the  river,  of  which  bayou 
Wincey  and  bayou  Houma  are  the  most  considerable,  all 
.lead  into  tlie  bayou  Pierrej  whicbj  after  having  received  co- 


pious supplies  drawn  from  the  main  river  at  various  points 
below  its  head,  becomes  so  much  enlarged,  near  its  mouth, 
as  to  contain  about  three-fifths  of  the  entire  volume  of  the 
river  ;  the  water  being,  as  at  present,  at  a  medium  stage. 

Numerous  extensive  bends,  with  short  gorges,  occur  in 
the  main  channel,  between  Loggy  bayou  and  the  mouth  of 
bayou  Pierre,  at  which  cut-offs  might  readily  be  formed,  the 
tendency  of  which  would  be,  not  only  to  shorten  the  dis- 
tance on  this  part  of  the  river,  but  to  accelerate  its  current, 
the  last  of  which  seems  not  to  be  required,  at  present. 

An  improvement  of  this  character  may  very  readily  be 
effected,  at  a  point  about  four  miles  above  the  mouth  of  ba- 
you Pierre,  by  means  of  a  cut-off  but  a  few  yards  in  length, 
through  which  the  entire  volume  of  the  main  navigable 
stream  may  be  diverted  from  its  channel,  and  thrown  into 
bayou  Pierre,  the  distance  being  about  the  same  by  both 
routes. 

As  we  proceed  downwards  from  Loggy  bayou,  the  ex- 
treme range  from  low  to  high  water  increases,  from  twelve 
to  twenty  feet  ;  which  last  is  said  to  be  very  nearly  the 
maximum  range  at  the  confluence  of  the  main  stream  and 
bayou  Pierre. 

Ten  miles  below  the  mouth  of  bayou  Pierre,  through 
which  distance  nearly  or  quite  the  entire  volume  of  the  river 
is  conveyed  through  a  single  channel.  Red  river  is  again  di- 
vided into  two  subordinate  channels,  viz.  the  Rigolet  or  ba- 
you de  Bondieu,  and  the  stream  called  Cane,  or  Little  river, 
on  the  latter  of  which,  and  about  seven  miles  below  the 
point  of  bifurcation  just  mentioned,  is  the  site  of  Natchi- 
toches, and  on  the  banks  of  which  generally  are  the  prin- 
cipal settlements  included  within  this  portion  of  the  river 
valley.  Cane  river,  till  within  a  few  years,  was  the  main 
navigable  channel,  the  Bondieu  having  been  a  very  incon- 
siderable bayou,  too  small  for  navigation,  as  before  remarked. 
But  this  bayou  has  at  length  become  the  main  channel,  con- 
veying at  least  two-thirds  of  the  water  of  the  river,  and  af- 
fording a  much  more  direct,  navigation ;  the  distance  by  this 
route,  from  head  to  foot  of  the  Bondieu,  being  computed  at 
sixty  miles,  while  that  by  Cane  and  Little  river  is  said  to  be 
ninety  to  one  hundred  miles. 

From  the  confluence  of  the  Bondieu  and  Cane  rivers  to 
Alexandria,  forty  miles,  the  river  is  sufficiently  wide  and 
deep  for  commodious  navigation,  and  is  far  less  serpentine 
than  any  other  parts  of  the  river  higher  up;  the  Bondieu, 
which  is  remarkably  direct,  excepted. 

At  Alexandria  the  navigation  of  the  river  is  seriously  ob- 
structed, during  the  low  water  stages,  by  the  rapids  that  oc- 
cur at  this  place,  as  previously  noticed ;  also,  at  the  Rapions 
many  miles  below,  where  shoals,  occasioned  by  beds  of  clay 
somewhat  indurated,  obstruct  the  passage  of  boats  during 
very  low  water.  The  cost  of  improving  the  channel  at  these 
two  points,  in  a  manner  to  admit  the  passage  of  boats  draw- 
ing six  feet,  has  been  estimated  by  Mr.  Dunbar,  civil  engi- 
neer for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  at  §20,000  ;  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  will  be  adequate  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  these  purposes.  These  improvements, 
though  not  provided  for  by  any  act  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, are,  nevertheless,  essential,  in  order  to  render  the  river 
navigable  at  these  two  difficult  points,  in  low  water. 

In  all  other  parts  of  the  river,  from  Alexandria  to  its 
mouth,  the  channel  is  sufficiently  broad  and  deep  for  com- 
modious navigation,  in  all  stages  of  the  water.  Snags, 
planters,  and  sawyers,  occasionally  present  themselves  on 
this  part  of  the  river,  the  removal  of  which,  together  with 
the  opening  of  channels  across  the  shoals  above  mentioned, 
are  the  only  improvements  at  present  called  for.  A  few  de- 
tours occur,  at  which  distances  may  be  considerably  reduced 
by  the  introduction  of  cut-offs.  If  to  these  we  add  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  elevation'  of  surface  water  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  as  before  inthnated,  by  means  of  a  cut-off  at  the  gorge 
of  Tunica  bend,  in  the  Mississippi,  we  have  in  prospect  all 
the  improvements  of  which  the  lower  portions  of  Red  river 
are  susceptible. 

In  reference  to  the  navigable  channel  of  Red  river  gene- 
rally, from  the  southerly  boundary  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
to  its  mouth  at  the  Mississippi,  it  should,  moreover  be  ob- 
served, that  the  sides  and  hottom  of  the  channel,  and  egpc- 
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cially  the  former,  are  more  or  less  profusely  set  with  snags, 
planters,  sawyers,  logs,  stumps,  &c.,  which  should  be  re- 
moved, and  of  which  the  channel  should  be  kept  clear,  in 
order  to  render  the  navigation  safe  and  commodious. 

The  formation  of  rafts  in  Red  river  is  attributable  mainly 
to  two  causes,  viz.  to  the  narrowness  of  the  channels,  which, 
in  many  places,  have  not  width  sufficient  to  admit  floating 
trees  of  ordinary  lengths  to  swing  round  between  their  sides, 
and  to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  sunken  logs,  snags,  &c., 
which  intercept  the  downward  progress  of  such  drift,  which, 
when  collected  in  greater  or  less  abundance,  constitute  rafts. 
Abrupt  turns  in  the  channels  give  occasion,  also,  to  the  for- 
mation of  obstructions  of  this  character. 

The  materials  of  which  a  raft  is  composed  for  awhile  re- 
main buoyant,  and  are  sustained  at  or  near  the  surface  of  the 
water ;  but  after  being  thus  exposed  for  a  year  or  two,  be- 
come water-soaked,  and  sink  to  the  bottom.  In  this  situa- 
tion a  superincumbent  mass  of  similar  materials  is  forced 
upon  those  first  brought  down  and  arrested,  till  at  length 
the  channel  is  thoroughly  choaked  by  the  successive  accu- 
mulations. As  the  materials  thus  embodied  decay,  and  the 
interstices  between  them  become  filled  with  other  alluvial 
depositions,  a  growth  of  cotton  wood,  willow,  and  other 
aquatic  vegetation  succeeds,  and  all  traces  of  the  channel  at 
the  surface  are  eventually  obliterated. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  raft  thus  formed  will  remain  station- 
ary at  its  lower  extremity,  while  its  enlargement  will  be  ef- 
fected by  an  extension  upward,  in  the  direction  of  the  chan- 
nel from  which  it  receives  the  materials  employed  in  its  for- 
mation. 

In  this  way  the  raft  begins  and  increases  in  depth,  den- 
sity, and  extent,  till  large  portions  of  the  river,  many  miles 
in  length,  are  effectually  choaked,  and  its  waters  diverted 
into  other  channels. 

Much  of  the  old  raft,  as  found  and  removed  under  the  di- 
rection of  Captain  Shreve,  was  of  the  character  denominated 
"  sunken  raft,"  while  extensive  districts  of  the  same  were  of 
the  less  formidable  variety  called  "  floating  raft,"  the  nature 
and  character  of  which  have  been  sufficiently  explained  in 
the  foregoing  remarks. 

The  present  raft,  as  described  in  a  former  part  of  this  pa- 
per, is  of  the  description  last  mentioned,  viz.  floating  raft. — 
The  timber  and  other  materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
yet  buoyant,  and  admit  the  water  to  pass  with  much  free- 
dom beneath  them. 

With  regard  to  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  removing 
these  two  varieties  of  rafts,  it  is  obvious  that  the  cost  of  re- 
moving the  sunken  raft  is  incomparably  greater  than  that 
attendant  upon  the  removal  of  a  floating  raft. 

We  shall  now  attempt  a  very  brief  description  of  the  ma- 
chinery proper  to  be  employed  in  the  removal  of  rafts  and 
other  obstructions  prevailing  in  Red  liver,  and  of  the  man- 
ner of  operating  upon  them. 

The  machinery  and  other  apparatus  hitherto  employed  in 
operations  upon  the  raft  were,  for  the  most  part,  devised  by 
Captain  Shreve,  and  consist  principally  of  a  steamer  called, 
a  snag-boat,  of  remarkable  strength,  furnished  with  a  very 
powerful  wheel  and  windlass,  and  a  great  variety  of  chains, 
warps,  and  other  cordage  of  different  sizes  and  powers;  also 
of  machine  boats  of  very  inferior  dimensions  and  strength, 
for  raising  and  cutting  logs,  snags,  &c.  of  small  sizes,  which 
are  also  furnished  with  windlasses  of  the  requisite  strength. 
The  windlass  and  other  machinery  of  the  snag-boat,  as  well 
as  the  boat  itself,  are  worked  by  steam  power,  while  those  of 
the  machine  boats  are  worked  by  hand.  In  attendance  upon 
the  boats  above  mentioned  were  a  keel-boat,  which  served 
as  quarters  for  the  laborers  employed  on  the  work,  and  skiffs 
or  other  small  boats  for  their  conveyance  from  one  point  to 
another.  The  tools  and  implements  required  for  the  service 
and  kept  among  the  apparatus  of  the  boats  consisted  princi- 
pally of  cross-cut  and  other  saws,  axes,  shovels,  spades,  mat- 
tocks, blacksmiths'  tools,  &c.,  besides  cooking  stoves  and 
other  culinary  apparatus. 

The  force  required  to  man  a  snag-boat  should  consist  of 
a  captain,  mate,  pilot,  steam  engineer,  blacksmith,  four  fire- 
men, ten  laborers,  and  a  cook,  in  all  twenty  persons.  The 
force  may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  more  laborers, 


according  to  the  nature  of  the  service,  to  twenty-five  or 
thirty. 

The  force  required  on  a  machine  boat  may  consist  of  six 
to  ten  bands,  four  of  whom  should  be  expert  watermen. 

In  addition  to  the  cordage  required  for  actual  operation 
with  the  boats,  an  extra  supply  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  a  year's  service  should  be  stored  on  board  of  the  boats,  the 
cost  of  which  may  be  estimated  at  |>500. 

In  reference  to  the  cost  of  operating  upon  the  raft  and 
other  obstructions,  an  estimate  ofCaptain  Shreve,  rendered 
in  1839,  (see  Doc.  No.  1,  2d  scs.  26th  Con.)  and  covering 
the  probable  amount  of  expenditures  incident  to  the  Red 
river  improvement  during  1840,  calls  for  an  appropriation 
of  $85,000.  This  amount  is  intended  to  cover  the  cost  of 
repairing  the  snag-boat  Eradicator,  the  purchase  of  three- 
keel  boats  for  quarters,  and  also  of  cordage,  tools,  and  other 
apparatus,  and  the  defraying  of  contingent  expenses  of  va- 
rious kinds,  together  with  the  payment  of  an  outstanding 
claim  on  account  of  the  Red  river  service,  amounting  to 
$11,169  15.  In  reference  to  this  estimate,  it  should  be  ob- 
served that  the  force  contemplated  to  be  employed  consisted 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  laborers,  besides  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  superintendents  and  other  oflncers,  carpenters,  engi- 
neers, blacksmiths,  cooks,  «&c. 

The  period  of  operations,  as  contemplated  in  the  estimate, 
was  six  months,  commencing  in  November  and  terminating 
in  May  following  ;  this  portion  of  the  year  having  been  pre- 
ferred to  that  of  the  warmer  months,  by  reason  of  the  alarm- 
ing epidemics  that  prevail  during  the  latter. 

In  reference  to  the  season  most  favorable  for  operations 
upon  the  raft  and  other  obstructions,  in  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  condition  of  the  river  and  the  facilities  for  executing  the 
work,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  period  of  low  water  com- 
mencing early  in  July,  and  terminating  in  November,  is  un- 
doubtedly preferable  to  any  other  portion  of  the  year,  on 
every  account  except  that  of  the  health  of  those  employed 
on  the  work.  It  may  also  be  observed  that,  agreeably  to  the 
testimony  of  numerous  inhabitants  residing  at  and  near  the 
river,  black  laborers  suffer  incomparably  less  than  white 
ones,  from  the  deleterious  influences  of  the  summer  cli- 
mate. 

The  manner  of  operating  upon  a  floating  raft,  consists  in 
first  running  the  snag-boat  forcibly  against  the  drift  at  its 
lower  extremity,  the  boat  being  propelled  by  the  full  force  of 
its  steam-power.  This  operation  serves  to  loosen  the  logs 
and  other  materials  of  which  this  part  of  the  raft  is  composed. 
When  sufficiently  loosened  in  tliis  way,  warps  are  carried 
forward  and  applied  to  one  or  more  of  the  largest  logs  or 
trees  in  the  vicinity  of  the  boat,  and  some  hundreds  of  feet 
ahead  of  it,  when  the  boat  is  backed  by  its  full  steam-power, 
and  a  portion  of  the  raft  withdrawn.  The  logs  &c.  thus 
dragged  out,  are  taken  up  successively  by  the  machine  boats 
(or  by  the  snag-boat,  which  is  furnished  with  apparatus  for 
this  purpose,)  and  reduced  to  pieces,  twelve  to  thirty  feet  in 
length,  by  chopping  with  axes  or  cutting  with  saws.  Thus 
reduced,  the  materials  are  thrown  into  the  river  and  convey- 
ed away  by  its  current.  Pieces  haviiig  the  roots  of  the  trees 
from  which  they  sprung  attached  to  them,  should  not  be 
longer  than  the  shortest  length  just  mentioned,  and  instead 
of  being  thrown  back  again  into  the  channel,  where  they 
would  be  likely  to  be  converted  into  planters  of  a  formidable 
character,  should  be  thrown  on  shore,  or  conveyed  into  ba- 
yous or  pools  more  or  less  remote  from  the  navigable  chan- 
nel. Having  thus  broken  up  and  removed  a  portion  of  the 
raft,  successive  portions  of  the  same  are  reduced  and  witli- 
drawn  in  the  same  manner  till  the  whole  is  removed. 

The  method  of  operating  on  a  sunken  raft  differs  consi- 
derably from  that  above  described.  The  snag-boat  is  brought 
up  to  the  foot  of  the  raft ;  her  windlass  chain,  which  is  very 
stout  and  strong,  is  attached  to  some  one  of  the  largest  trees 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  raft,  the  tree  selected  for  this  pur- 
pose being  partially  imbedded  in  the  bottom  or  sides  of  the 
channel,  after  the  manner  of  a  snag.  The  windlass  is  then 
put  in  operation  by  the  agency  of  one  of  the  steam  engines 
of  the  boat.  The  tree  is  now  wrested  from  its  moorings  and 
dragged  upon  the  roller-ways  of  the  boat,  where  it  is  divided 
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by  saws  or  otherwise  into  the  lengths  before  mentionetl,  and 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner.  The  eradication  of  the 
tree  by  this  process,  serves  to  loosen  a  greater  or  less  quan- 
tity of  the  materials  of  the  raft,  which  are  taken  up  and  re- 
duced to  pieces  as  before,  and  then  turned  adrift,  or  removed 
from  the  channel  and  conveyed  into  pools  or  bayous  or 
thrown  on  shore. 

As  an  example  of  the  progress  made  in  the  removal  of  a 
raft,  part  of  which  was  sunken,  I  have  been  credibly  inform- 
ed that  an  extent  of  more  than  a  mile  of  compact  raft  was 
removed  by  fifty-six  men  in  fifteen  days. 

In  case  a  snag  or  sawyer  of  large  size  has  to  be  removed, 
the  snag-boat  is  brought  up  to  it  in  a  manner  to  thrust  its  in- 
clined plane  or  lift  under  the  end  of  the  snag,  as.  presented 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  thus  lifting  the  snag  partially 
into  the  boat.  The  windlass  chain  is  then  applied  to  the 
main  part  of  the  trunk  of  the  snag,  as  near  to  its  root  as 
practicable,  and  the  entire  snag  is  dragged  into  the  boat,  de- 
posited on  its  roller-ways,  reduced  to  pieces,  and  disposed  of 
as  before. 

When  a  planter  (the  trunk  of  a  tree  standing.perpendicu- 
larly  in  the  water,  with  its  roots  more  or  less  i^rmly  imbed- 
ded in  the  alluvion  at  the  bottom  of  the  stream)  is  to  be  op- 
erated upon,  the  snag-boat  is  made  to  run  with  its  full  speed 
and  momentum  against  the  obstruction,  and  to  repeat  this 
operation,  striking  the  planter  in  different  directions,  till  it  is 
eifectually  loosened  to  its  roots,  'i'hc  windlass  chain  is  then 
applied,  the  planter  lifted  out  of  the  water  and  deposited  on 
the  rollers  of  the  boat,  after  which  it  is  cut  into  pieces  and 
disposed  of  as  before.* 

Logs  more  or  less  deeply  imbedded  in  the  deposits  of  the 
river,  are  grappled,  raised  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  man- 
ner. 

The  snag-boat  is  occasionally  employed  as  a  tow-boat  to  drag 
the  materials  of  a  reduced  raft  from  the  channel,  and  force 
them  into  bayous  or  pools,  or  to  deposit  them  on  shore. 

Other  operations,  having  for  their  object  the  improvement 
of  the  river,  are  of  the  following  character  and  import,  and  may 
be  effected  in  the  following  manner: 

A  cut-off  leading  across  the  gorge  of  a  bend  or  detour  of 
a  channel,  is  effected  by  excavating  a  new  channel,  eight  to 
ten,  or  twelve  feet  wide,  and  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four 
feet  below  the  high  water  surface  of  the  river;  the  depth  in 
all  cases  being  sufficient  to  penetrate  through  the  soil  and 
below  the  roots  of  all  trees  and  other  vegetable  products 
springing  from  it.  Thus  begun,  the  cut-ofTis  completed  by 
the  abrasion  of  the  current  spontaneously  produced  in  the 
excavated  channel  by  subsequent  freshets,  one  of  which  is 
sometimes  sufficient  to  complete  the  operation. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  raft  or  the  creation 
of  other  obstructions  at  or  below  the  point  of  a  contemplated 
cut-off,  the  trees,  &c.  standing  upon  the  ground  to  be  occu- 
pied by  it  should  be  felled  and  cut  into  pieces  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  cut-off. 

Short  turns  or  crooks  in  the  channel  may  be  rendered 
less  abrupt,  and  more  safe  and  easy  of  navigation,  by  redu- 
cing the  protruding  points  around  which  the  channel  passes. 
This  operation  is  to  be  elTected  by  cutting  the  trees  and 
bushes  from  the  points,  extracting  any  logs  contained  in  them, 
and  loosening  the  earth  of  which  they  are  composed,  till  the 
obstruction  is  sufficiently  demolished,  and  its  component  parts 
swept  away  by  the  current. 

In  order  to  guard  against  the  formation  of  new  rafts,  it 
has  been  deemed  advisable  to  fell  and  reduce  to  pieces,  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned,  all  trees  and  saplings  standing 


*  As  a  remarkable  example  of  the  difficulties  of  these  ope- 
rations. Captain  Cooper,  commanding  the  snag-boat  Archi- 
medes, informed  me  that  he  attacked  a  sycamore  planter, 
seven  feet  in  diameter,  standing  in  the  channel  of  the  Mis- 
souri river  near  a  sand-bar,  and  so  situated  that  the  snag-boat 
could  be  brought  to  act  upon  it  from  below  and  on  one  side 
only  ;  and  that  the  planter  withstood  more  than  one  hundred 
shocks  from  the  full  power  and  momentum  of  the  boat  with- 
out any  appearance  of  yielding ;  after  which  it  was  ciiectu- 
ally  loosened  and  entirely  eradicated. 


on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  within  their  respective  lengths 
of  its  margin.  This  operation  I  should  deem  advisable  and 
expedient,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  cutting  of  trees,  &c. 
standing  upon  or  near  concave  shores,  and  of  all  trees  and 
shrubbery  overhanging  the  channel.  This  operation,  how- 
ever, should  never  be  extended  to  the  removal  of  bushes  and 
other  undergrowth,  at  or  near  the  margin  of  the  river.  On 
the  contrary,  an  abundant  growth  of  young  willows,  cotton 
wood,  vines,  and  shrubbery  of  all  kinds,  should  be  encour- 
aged and  promoted  as  much  as  possible  on  the  alluvioHS 
shores  of  the  river,  as  the  best  means  of  protecting  the  banks 
from  the  abrasions  and  detritions  occasioned  by  the  current. 

In  addition  to  the  methods  of  improvement  presented  in 
the  foregoing  details,  two  others  have  been  suggested,  nei- 
ther of  which  can  I  regard  as  effectual,  for  reasons  already  as- 
signed. The  methods  alluded  to  are  those  of  closing  the 
principal  outlets  from  the  main  navigable  channel  by  dams 
at  their  heads,  and  of  erecting  levees  along  the  sides  of  the 
main  stream,  to  prevent  overflows  and  extravasations  of  its 
water;  the  former  having  already  proved  incHectual  at  seve- 
ral points,  and  the  latter,  though  not  yet  fully  tested,  being 
obviously  of  doubtful  efficacy,  if  not  entirely  subversive  of 
any  beneficial  results. 

Whatever  the  mode  of  improvement,  care  should  be  taken, 
as  well  to  prevent  too  large  a  portion  of  the  water  of  the  river 
from  flowing  in  the  improved  channel  as  to  prevent  too  great 
a  reduction  of  its  volume,  and  to  ensure  the  requisite  supply. 
The  former  of  these  evils  will  be  likely  to  result  from  the 
erection  of  dams  and  levees  for  the  purposes  in  question, 
should  such  structures  prove  stable  and  eflcctual ;  while  it  is 
believed  that  the  latter  may  be  effectually  guarded  against 
by  keeping  the  channel  open,  reducing  its  distances  by  means 
of  cut-offs,  and  thereby  enlarging  its  capacity  and  increasing 
the  speed  of  its  current. 

There  is  still  another  species  of  improvement  deemed  de- 
sirable and  necessary  by  some,  but  which  I  regard  as  unad- 
visable  under  existing  circumstances.  The  mode  here  ad- 
verted to  contemplates  a  widening  of  the  channel  in  various 
parts  of  the  river,  embracing  an  extent  of  several  miles  in 
each,  in  many  instances,  which  cannot  be  effected  without 
an  expenditure  vastly  greater  than  the  amount  of  the  present 
appropriation. 

If  the  channel  as  it  now  exists  is  cleared  of  all  its  obstruc- 
tions, and  kept  free  of  snags,  lodgments  of  drift,  and  other 
impediments  of  a  character  to  impede  the  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent, and  if  effectual  measures  are  taken  to  accelerate  the 
current  in  places  where  it  is  at  present  too  sluggish,  the  ob- 
vious and  certain  result  will  be  gradual  enlargement  of  the 
channel  and  its  volume,  which  will  be  brought  about  by  the 
abrasion  of  the  sides  of  the  channel  by  currents  of  water, 
rains,  frosts,  and  other  atmospheric  changes,  and  by  the  de- 
cay of  logs  and  other  perishable  materials  imbedded  in  the 
banks;  a  result  which  is  exemplified  in  numerous  bayous 
connected  with  the  lower  portions  of  the  river,  from  which 
drifting  materials  have  been  for  a  long  lime  excluded,  and 
in  which  a  Uvely  current  has  prevailed. 

In  discussing  the  improvements  of  the  river,  there  is  still 
another  consideration  worthy  of  particular  notice.  The 
growth  of  willows  and  other  shrubbery,  vines,  &c.  along  the 
shores  and  near  the  water  edges,  as  also  the  growth  of  young 
cotton  woods,  bushes,  and  other  furze  ujion  the  river  banks, 
should  be  permitted  to  remain.  The  alluvion  of  the  banks 
being  held  together  and  confined  by  the  ronts  of  these  vege- 
table products,  is  the  better  enabled  to  withstand  the  abrasion 
of  currents,  and,  in  consequence,  the  channel  is  kept  nar- 
rower, deeper,  and  hitherto  almost  entirely  exempt  from 
shoals  and  sand-bars.  In  several  instances,  where  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  has  been  cleared  to  the  water's  edge,  there 
begins  to  be  strong  indications  of  an  enlargement  in  the 
width  of  the  channel,  and  of  the  cominencement  of  shoals, 
occasioned  by  the  formation  of  bars.  Any  changes  in  the 
river  having  a  tendency  to  generate  obstructions  of  this  cha- 
racter, should  be  carefully  guarded  agauist. 

[Then  follow  various  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river  which  we  omit. — Ed.  Rec] 
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Review  of  tlie  "Weatherj  etc.,  for  July,  1841. 

The  month  just  closed,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  we  shall 
record  as  having  been  pleasant,  and  very  favorable  for  har- 
vesting. It  is  true,  there  were  some  scorching  days,  when 
the  mercury  ranged  in  the  shade  at  mid-day,  from  90  to  94 
degrees.  And  it  is  also  true,  that  in  many  places  there  were 
tornadoes,  with  terrific  hail  and  thunder  storms,  which  made 
a  great  smashing  of  window  glass,  demolished  a  few  houses 
and  many  barns;  uprooted  trees,  and  did  some  damage  to 
vegetation,  &c.  In  this  Keview  we  shall  endeavor  to  give 
a  brief  account  of  some  of  the  most  important  weather  dis- 
asters of  the  month,  which,  no  doubt  will  be  interesting. — 
The  month  commenced  excessively  hot,  but  in  the  afternoon, 
of  the  1st,  heavy  clouds  rose  in  the  West  (which  were  high- 
ly charged  with  electricity)  and  passed  north  and  south  of 
the  city,  pouring  forth  copious  showers,  accompanied  with 
heavy  thunder  and  vivid  lightning,  which  cooled  the  atmo- 
sphere for  several  days.  The  newspapers  soon  teemed  with 
accounts  of  most  awful  storms  on  the  1st,  some  of  which 
■were  described  as  being  more  terrific  than  any  for  half  a  cen- 
tury particularly  in  IVevv  England. 

We  shall  notice  in  the  first  place,  the  weather  in  this  city 
during  the  month.  The  first  day  was  very  hot,  with  mer- 
cury at  94,  but  after  a  heavy  thunder  shower  in  the  evening, 
it  became  cool,  and  we  had  mild  summer  weather  until  the 
14th,  the  mercury  ranging  from  the  2d  to  the  l4lh,  at  mid- 
day, from  78  to  &i6.  On  the  14th  it  rose  to  93,  and  from 
that  period  to  the  2Sth  of  the  month,  the  range  of  the  mer- 
cury at  mid-day,  was  from  82  to  88,  except  on  the  1  5th,  23d, 
24th  and  2  jth,  on  which  days  it  ranged  at  2  o'clock,  from 
90  to  94.  Saturday  the  24th  was  the  hottest  day  during 
the  month  including  the  whole  24  hours.  The  clear  shining 
of  the  sun  was  enjoyed  the  greatest  part  of  every  day  dur- 
ing the  month,  excepting  the  last,  although  in  the  evenings 
of  six  of  the  days,  we  were  blest  with  seasonable  and  re- 
freshing showers.  The  quantity  of  ram  which  fell  during 
the  month  was  3}  inches.  That  which  fell  during  the  cor- 
responding month  of  last  year,  was  4^  inches.  The  medium 
or  average  temperature  of  the  whole  month,  was  74  degrees, 
viz  :  at  sunrise  67  ;  at  2  o'clock  83^  ;  and  at  10  P.  M.  71^. 
The  average  of  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year  was 
74,  and  that  of  18  39,  was  74. 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th,  a  heavy  thunder  shower  pass- 
ed over  this  city,  during  which  the  lightning  struck  and  set 
fire  to  a  large  rope-walk  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  and 
which  communicated  to  two  other  rope-walks,  and  several 
contiguous  buildings,  all  of  which  were  destroyed.  In  the 
same  shower,  a  barn  was  struck  and  consumed  at  Bristol, 
Pa.  and  another  in  New  Jersey,  and  we  have  seen  other  ac- 
counts of  barns  being  burnt  by  lightning  the  same  evening. 

Towards  evening  on  the  1st,  a  part  of  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
were  visited  with  frightful  and  destructive  wind  and  hail 
storms.  The  hail  fell  in  great  quantities  and  was  very  large, 
measuring  from  4  to  6  inches  in  circumference  (as  the  news- 
papers from  those  places  stated)  accompanied  by  violent  wind, 
and  breaking  many  thousand  panes  of  glass;  uprooting  trees, 
demolishing  barns,  sheds,  &c.  in  great  numbers,  and  doing 
immense  damage  to  vegetation,  fruit,  &c.  In  Wenham, 
Danvers,  Beverly,  Boxford,  Topsfield  and  Middletown,  thir- 
ty-nine barns  and  some  frame  houses  were  blown  down,  and 
others  unroofed.  The  Salem  (Mass.)  Gazette  says,  that  in 
North  Danvers,  several  barns  and  other  frame  buildings  were 
blown  down  and  many  fruit  trees  destroyed,  crops  injured, 
&c.  A  Providence  (R.  I.)  paper  says,  that  thousands  of 
panes  of  glass  were  destroyed  in  houses  and  factories  in  that 
vicinity,  by  the  hail  which  fell  in  such  quantities  as  to  whi- 
ten the  ground.  In  Amherst,  (N.  H.)  one  gentleman  had 
350  panes  of  glass  broken  by  the  hail  on  the  1st  of  July. 
On  the  same  day,  Fayette  county,  Ky.  was  visited  with  a 
destructive  hail  storm,  which  broke  much  glass  and  did  great 
injury  to  vegetation,  fruit,  &c. 

Cumberland  and  York  counties.  Pa.  experienced  a  very 
extraordinary  storm  of  wind  and  hail  on  the  5th  of  the 
month,  which  destroyed  whole  fields  of  Indian  corn,  &c. — 
Some  buildings  were  blown  down  and  others  unroofed,  trees 


and  fences  prostrated,  &c.     One  accoTint  says,  the  hail  fell 
to  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and  broke  much  window  glass. 

Lieut.  Lancaster  was  killed  by  lightning  in  Florida  on  the 
5th.  George  Collins  was  killed  at  Columbia,  Pa.  Samuel 
Whaley  was  killed  at  Hartwick,  N.  Y.  John  Marshall  was 
killed  near  Westminster,  Md.  Three  men  were  killed  at 
Sidney,  Ohio.  Wm.  H.  Lipscomb  and  three  negroes  were 
killed  at  Pittsylvania  county,  Va.  C.  V.  Segars  was  killed 
at  St.  Louis.  Martin  P.  Jaggers  was  killed  at  Somersville, 
Tenn.  Hiram  Gray  was  killed  at  Meredith.  Joshua  Anthony 
was  killed  at  South  Adams,  Mass.  Henry  Siarkley  and  a 
Mr.  Garvey  were  killed  at  Springfield,  Mass.  Nathaniel  and 
Josiah  Norris  were  killed  at  Wayne,  Me.  A  son  of  Mr.  Arm- 
strong was  killed  at  NA'rightsville,  N.  C.  All  the  above,  19 
in  number,  were  instantly  killed  by  lightning  during  the 
month.  The  whole  of  Mr.  Armstrong's  family  were  struck 
down,  but  all  recovered  but  the  son.  In  Bergen  county, 
N.  J.  a  whole  family  were  prostrated  by  lightning  on  the 
14th,  and  it  was  feared,  that  the  father  of  the  family  would 
not  survive. 

In  Buffalo  township,  Union  county,  a  barn  of  Mr.  Hire- 
ly's  was  struck  by  lightning  on  the  14th,  and  consumed  with 
its  contents,  including  five  horses.  At  Enfield,  a  barn  was 
struck  and  burnt,  and  three  oxen  killed. 

In  Berks  county,  Pa.  a  destructive  thunder  storm,  wlt& 
the  wind  blowing  a  complete  hurricane,  was  experienced  on 
Mth;  which  prostrated  trees  and  almost  everything  before  it 
for  about  two  miles. 

On  the  14th,  no  less  than  four  severe  thunder  gusts  pass- 
ed over  Easton,  Pa.  from  9  in  the  morning  to  9  in  the  even- 
ing;  in  one  of  which  Mr.  Brown  had  two  fine  horses  killed 
by  lightning.  Several  buildings  were  also  struck  and  burnt. 
On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  a  terrific  thunder  storm  pass- 
ed over  Lamberton,  Trenton,  Princeton,  &c.  The  light- 
ning struck  one  vessel  at  Trenton  and  another  at  Lambes- 
ton.  At  Princeton,  Mrs.  Hamilton's  house  was  struck. — 
Miss  Heath's  barn  was  struck  and  consumed.  Mr.  Leigh's 
barn  was  struck.  A  cow  and  heifer,  with  some  sheep  and 
swine  were  killed. 

At  Hopewell,  Pa.  the  barn  of  John  McAllister  was  struck 
and  burnt  by  lightning  on  the  14lh.  On  the  same  evening, 
several  buildings  were  struck  by  lightning  and  burnt  at  Rus- 
sellville. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  Kingston,  (U.  C.)  was  visited  with 
the  most  awful  and  destructive  storm  of  thunder,  lightning, 
hail  and  wind  ever  known  there.  It  broke  every  pane  of 
glass  for  many  miles  round,  besides  destroying  all  the  crops, 
fruit  and  vegetables.  An  uncommon  number  of  human  be- 
ings, as  well  as  horses  and  cattle,  were  killed  this  season  by 
lightning-. 

A  terrible  thunder  storm  was  experienced  on  the  5th,  iir 
Worcester  county,  Mass.  which  did  great  damage.  The 
lightning  struck  in  several  places,  and  burnt  one  large  barri' 
and  its  contents,  including  a  fine  horse. 

In  a  thunder  storm  which  passed  over  Sandy  Springs, 
(Maryland)  on  the  25th,  the  large  barn  on  the  plantation  of 
Joshua  Pierce,  was  struck  by  lightning  and  consumed,  to- 
gether with  two  smaller  ones,  all  filled  with  grain  and  hay. 
On  the  same  evening,  a  barn  was  struck  and  burnt  atDeer- 
Park,  Maryland,  belonging  to  James  Williams, 

At  Watertown,  (Mass.)  a  large  barn  was  struck  by  light- 
ning and  consumed  with  its  contents,  on  the  25th.  'I'hree 
horses  perished  in  the  flames.  On  the  same  evening,  a  barn 
was  struck  and  consumed  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Bullock,  near 
West  Chester,  Pa.  A  mill  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  was 
struck  the  same  evening  and  consumed,  together  with  other 
property. 

On  the  20th,  Charleston,  S.  C.  was  visited  with  a  terrific 
thunder  storm  and  torrents  of  rain.  The  lightning  struck 
the  citadel,  the  tower  of  St.  Paul's  church,  a  house,  a  ves- 
sel, and  a  man,  and  did  considerable  ether  damage. 

A  Baltimore  paper  of  the  2^th,  says,  the  weather  is  in- 
tensely hot,  and  the  earth  is  completely  parched  with  drought, 
so  that  the  farmers  are  obliged  to  feed  their  stock  as  in  win- 
ter. We  hope  the  good  people  of  Maryland  have  since  been 
blest  with  like  plentiful  and  refreshing  rains,  as  have  beeiSi 
experienced  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  newspapers  from  various  parts  of  the  U.  States  speak 
of  the  weather  as  having  been  intensely  hot  and  dry,  par- 
tict,ilarly  from  the  15th  to  the  25th  of  the  month.  The  mer- 
cury ranging  at  mid  day  from  9J  to  98  in  the  shade.  In 
this  city,  the  highest  point  our  thermometers  reached,  was 
94,  and  we  have  four  hanging  in  dilferent  situations  in  the 
shade. 

128  houses  and  other  buildings  were  destroyed  by  lire  on 
♦he  Uth  of  July,  in  the  village  of  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  which 
was  one-half  of  all  the  taxable  property.  C  P. 

Philadelphia,  August  2,  1841. 

[  U.  S.  Gazelle. 


Temperature  in  PUiladelpIila* 

The  following  tabic  is  taken  from  the  Register  kept  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  The  thermometer  is  exposed  on 
the  north  side  of  the  building  in  the  shade.  It  will  be  seen 
that  Sunday  the  25th  ult.,  was  the  warmest  day  this  month, 
and  also  of  this  season. 


Seventh  Month,  Jolt. 
8  o'clk. 


Max. 


Wm.     A.  M. 


Max. 


Min. 


8  o'clk. 
A.M. 


1 

93 

72 

82 

17 

81 

61 

72 

2 

84 

75 

76 

18 

80 

63 

75 

3 

77 

60 

71 

19 

86 

64 

77 

4 

76 

56 

72 

20 

90 

65 

78 

5 

88 

61 

74 

21 

90 

65 

75 

6 

88 

65 

80 

22 

90 

71 

74 

7 

84  ■ 

72 

76 

23 

92 

71 

81 

8 

78 

63 

71 

24 

93 

73 

85 

9 

81 

61 

73 

25 

94 

76 

86 

10 

82 

69 

74 

26 

77 

70 

73 

11 

74 

60 

68 

27 

80 

59 

69 

12 

78 

61 

70 

28 

83 

68 

75 

13 

88 

65 

74 

29 

75 

58 

67 

14 

91 

70 

80 

30 

79 

65 

75 

15 

91 

73 

82 

31 

69 

66 

69 

16 

86 

71 

76 

Max. 

Min. 

8  o'clk.  P. 

M. 

Average  for  Ju 

ly  1841 

83806     66.097 

75.193 

a                    « 

1840 

81.074     66.110 

73.092 

<(                    « 

1839 

82.080     67.060 

75.020 

«                   t( 

1838 

86.082     61.018 

78,000 

Warmest 

in   July    1841 

94  degrees. 

« 

(( 

1840 

91 

« 

« 

1839 

83         « 

« 

« 

1838 

94 

K  A] 

[fir. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during  last  month  was 
3.280  inches. 

Mean  temperature  for  the  month,  74.951° 


Mean  pressure. 

3.096 

Extremes  of  Temperature. 

Maximum  on  the  25th, 

94' 

Minimum         "       4th, 

56 

Range 

38 

Greatest  range  in  24  hours  on  the  7 

21st  and  from  28th  to  29ih,       j 

■  eaca        ^j 

Least     do             do         31st, 

3 

Warmest  day,  mean,         25ih, 

85 

Coldest,             do                4th, 

66 

Difference, 

19 

Mean  daily  range, 

17.96 

Barometer. 

Inches. 

Maximum  on  the  21st, 

30.42 

Minimum      "        15th, 

29.89 

Range, 

00.53 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  8th  mo.  2d,  1841. 

[J^orth  .American. 

Vol.  v.— ]2 


Kxpcrinieut  on  the  proper  distances  for  Cotton. 

Mr.  Editor :  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  my 
house  l,ist  spring,  you  requested  me  to  make  an  experiment 
on  thinning  cotton  to  diflerent  distances,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining,  if  possible,  what  is  the  best  distance  to  give  be- 
tween the  hills.  I  made  the  experiment  accordingly,  and 
hand  you  an  account  of  it. 

The  rows  w*re  three  feet  apart,  and  five  hundred  and 
eighty-live  yards  long. 


Inches. 


1st  row  thinned 

2d  " 

3d  " 

4th  "  " 

5th  "  " 

6th  " 

7th  " 

8th  " 

9  th  " 

10th  " 

11th  " 


« 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


6 

8 
•10 
12 
14 
16 
18 
20 
22 
24 

7 


Produced. 

100  lbs. 

90  " 

106  " 
82  " 
92  " 

100  « 

107  " 
105  " 
118  " 

91  « 
122  " 


seed     cotton. 


The  difference  in  the  product  of  the  different  rows,  I  sus- 
pect is  owing  to  the  manure  not  having  been  equally  dis- 
tributed, for  it  is  difficult  to  get  precisely  the  same  quantity 
put  under  each  bed.  If  anything  is  proven  by  this  experi- 
ment, it  is,  that  between  six  inches  and  twenty-four,  there 
is  but  little  difference  in  the  product ;  but  the  same  experi- 
ment must  be  repeated  for  several  years  before  the  question, 
whether  one  distance  is  better  than  another,  can  be  settled. 
Last  year  was  very  wet,  and  the  weeds  grew  unusually 
large  ;  this  may  account  for  the  rows  having  the  greatest 
distance  producing  as  much  as  the  others  ;  but  in  a  dry  year 
the  result  might  be  very  different.  To  make  a  satisfactory 
experiment,  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  made  upon  cotton  to 
which  no  manure  is  applied,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
spreading  the  manure  equally  on  the  different  rows. 

J.  A.  GiLtKSPIE. 

P.  S. — The  land  on  which  this  experiment  was  made  is 
upland,  sometimes  called  oak  and  hickory  land. 

JMarlborongh,  South  Carolina. 

Southern  Agriculturist. 


Silk. 

The  New  Yoxk  Times  states  that  Thomas  Whitmarsh-/ 
of  Northampton,  Mais.  is  now  feeding  fonr  millions  of  silk 
worms.  A  few  years  since  many  persons  gave  great  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  the  mulberry,  without  regard  to  the 
manufacture  of  silk;  consequently  the  product  of  trees  was 
very  great,  and  the  Iojjs  of  the  cultivator  proportionate;  but 
when  the  dilferent  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  silk  are 
brought  into  harmony,  it  will  be  found  a  very  profitable  busi- 
ness to  all  engaged  in  it.  The  amount  of  silks  imported 
into  this  country,  for  the  last  ten  years,  is  stated  at  §150,- 
000,000.  Let  the  silk  culture  be  encouraged,  not  the  treer 
speculation. 


AVheat  Trade  of  Massillou,  Obio. 

The  wheat  grown  in  the  surrounding  coiintry  io  brought 
into  Massillon  and  sold  from  wagons.  For  the. two  weeks 
ending  on  the  Kith  inst.  forty-three  thousand  twenty-ono 
bushels  was  thus  purchased,  being  an  expenditure  of  $25,000 
a  week.  The  Massillon  Gazette  saN's:  "The  gross  amount 
of  flour  cleared  at  this  Collector's  office,  during  the  last  year,- 
was  forty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  barrels, 
which  was  equal  to  204,605  bushels  of  wheat.  And  of  wheat 
there  was  cleared  at  this  place  eight  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-two  bushels;  making  an 
amount  equal  to  one  million,  forty-nine  thousand,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  bushels  of  wh«at." 
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STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  U.  S.        [Acgttst, 


STATEME3VT   COIVTIIVUEO. 


Years. 

Expenditure  exclusive 

Trust  funds,  treasury 

Aggregate  annual  ex- 

- 

of  public  debt. 

notes,  interest,  &c. 

penditure  as  per  state- 
ment No.  8. 

Note.  —  No     special 
notice  of  trust  funds  was 
made  in   the  public  ac- 

1829 

$l!i,662,490  62 

§11,033  40 

$12,651,457  22 

1830 

13,229,533  33 

13,229,533  33 

counts    until    1835.     In 

1831 

13,864,067  90 

281   76 

13,863,786  14 

the  printed  accounts  ren- 

1832 

16,516,388  77 

2,254  08 

16,514,134  69 

dered  to  Congress  for  that 

1833 

22,713,755   11 

*663,442  80 

22,050,312  31 

and  the  subsequent  years, 

1834 

18,425,417  25 

4,850   13 

18,420,567    12 

they  are  particularly  no- 

1835 

17,514,950  28 

508,437  13 

17,006,513   15 

ticed. 

1836 

30,868,164  04 

1,212,919  58 

29,655,244  46 

The  payments  for  1840 

1837 

37,265,037   15 

5,655,034  06 

31,610,003  09 

are    subject  to  variation 

1838 

39,455,438  35 

7,911,042   16 

31,544,396   19 

on  the  settlement  of  the 

1839 

37,614,936   15 

12,171,219  21 

25,443,716  94 

Treasurer's   account    by 

1840 

27,249,909  51 

4,860,553  20 

22,389,356  31 

warrants  which  may  ap- 
pear to  be  unpaid  at  the 
close  of  that  year. 

$287,380,088  46 

$33,001,067  51 

$254,379,020  95 

33,001,067  51 

$287,380,088  46 

$287,380,088  46 

*  Awards  under  the  treaty  with  Denmark,  $663,161  04, 
Treasury  Dkpartment,  Register's  Office,  July  2,  1841.  MICHAEL  NOURSE,  Jlctivg  Eegister. 


TrcasHry  Notes. 

Treasury  Department,  ~> 
Augusts,  1841.  3 

Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840, 

$26,681,337  53 
Redeemed  of  those  issues 23,8  ^3, 667  55 

Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $2,857,669  98 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  1841,  viz. 

Prior  to  March  4 $673,68 1   S^ 

Since  March  4 4,97'3,251  68 

5,646,9.52  90 

Redeemed  of  this  issue 199,266  30 

Leaving  outstanding,  5,447,666  60 

Aggregate  outstanding  on  the  1st  instant. .  $8,305,336  58 


T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Yankee  Enterprise, 


The  Fall  River  Archetype  tells  the  following  story: — 
"  Captain  Thomas  Sandford,  who  is  in  his  seventeenth  year, 
in  the  little  sloop  Morning  Star,  of  thirty  tons,  left  this  port 
on  the  21st  of  last  May,  for  the  port  of  Harbor  Island,  West 
Indies,  and  made  land  at  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,  on  Abaco, 
in  nine  days  ;  after  which  (or  six  days  it  rained  and  was  so 
thick,  that  neither  sun,  moon,  nor  stars,  were  to  be  seen. — 
On  the  19th  of  June  he  left  Abaco  for  Powell's  Point,  Ele- 
Iheura,  or  Hetera,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
20th.  The  next  day,  21st  he  loaded  with  fruit,  such  as  pine 
apples,  limes,  oranges,  and  sailed  for  this  port  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  He  arrived  here  the  3d  ult.,  having  been  ab- 
sent thirty-five  days,  having  sailed  2,800  miles.  When  Cap- 
tain Sandford  projected  this  voyage,  he  stated  that  he  was 
going  to  the  West  Indies  after  a  load  of  fruit  to  sell  here  on 
the  4th  of  July.  The  statement  was  regarded  as  so  incredi- 
ble, that  many  bets  were  taken  that  he  would  not  return  by 
the  4th.  He  had  but  two  hands  with  him,  and  the  whole 
voyage  was  performed  without  a  pen  being  put  to  paper  for 
any  purpose.  His  reckoning  was  kept  with  a  piece  of  chalk 
si  the  bottom  of  his  quadrant  case." 


Great  Heat. 

Boston  runs  ahead  of  Baltimore  for  hot  weather.  The 
highest  range  of  the  thermometer  in  this  city  was  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  when  it  stood  at  92°  at  2  P.  M.  In  Boston  on 
the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  annexecl  paragraph,  it 
stood  at  97^° — or  5^  degrees  liigher. 

From  the  Boston  Journal  of  Thursday  Evening. 

Hot  Weatheb. — The  weather  during  the  two  last  days, 
in  this  city,  has  been  very  warm,  and  yesterday  (Wednes- 
day,) for  upwards  of  an  hour,  warmer  than  for  many  j'ears. 
On  Tuesday,  the  thermometer  when  highest  stood  at  91^, 
and  during  the  night  did  not  fall  below  76^.  Yesterday,  at 
2  P.  M.  it  stood  at  95^,  at  twenty  minutes  before  3,  at  95, 
and  at  five  minutes  before  3,  at  97;^ ;  precisely  at  3,  (when 
the  wind  suddenly  changed,  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.,)  at  97, 
and  at  half  past  3,  at  70,  being  a  fall  of  27  degrees  in  half 
an  hour.  On  looking  over  my  journal  for  the  last  ten  years,  I 
find  the  greatest  altitude  recorded  in  that  time  was  94^,  twice, 
viz  :  on  July  2d,  1832,  and  July  1 1th,  1838.  Being  nearly 
three  degrees  less  than  on  yesterday.  The  greatest  heat  on 
record,  in  Boston,  (iCO,)  occurred  also  on  the  11th  of  July, 
1825. 


Specimens  of  Female  Indiistrj'. 

We  were  shown  yesterday  (says  the  Georgian  Messen- 
ger,) five  beautiful  silk  shawls,  made  of  doubled  and  twisted 
sewing  silk,  which  in  texture,  weight  and  color  will  compare 
with  any  India  shawls  of  the  same  material — four  of  them 
were  a  yard  square,  and  the  other,  black,  about  a  yard  and  a 
half  square.  The  twist  was  even  and  free  from  all  knots, 
and  the  whole  skillfully  and  beautifully  put  together.  We 
take  pride  in  the  fact  they  were  made  by  a  native  of  Geor- 
gia. They  are  the  handiwork  of  Mrs.  Oliver  W.  Cox,  of 
Henry  county,  Georgia,  who  raised  the  worms,  reeled  and 
twisted  the  silk,  and  knotted  the  shawls. 

While  speaking  of  domestic  industry,  we  saw  yesterday 
our  friend  Burton,  of  Hazard  district,  in  this  county,  dressed 
in  a  full  suit  of  domestic  Nankin,  scarcely  distinguishable 
from  the  article  of  Pekin.  He  raised  the  cotton,  his  wife  and 
daughter  carded  and  spun  it,  his  wife  wove  the  cloth,  and 
cut  out  and  made  the  coat,  pantaloons  and  vest.  Here  is  ajj/ 
example  of  good  housewifery  worthy  of  imitation. 
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Vessels  'belonging  to  the  Fort  of  Phlladclplila* 

A  friend,  conversant  with  such  matters,  has  prepared  for 
us,  with  considerable  labor,  the  following  statement  of  the 
Ships,  Barques  and  Brigs,  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Phila- 
delphia, with  the  tonnage  of  most  of  thein.  This  table  will 
prove  valuable  for  future  reference. 


SHIPS. 


Tons. 


Tons. 


Algonquin 

483 

North  Star 

399 

Allegheny 

4)3 

Octarora 

544 

Adelaide 

373 

Osage 

467 

Burlington 

550 

Ohio 

351 

Commerce 

439 

Plato 

300 

Chandler  Price 

441 

Robert  Fulton 

561 

Colossus 

399 

Roanoke 

318 

Champlain 

624 

Renown 

295 

Eliza  &  Susan 

316 

Shenandoah 

740 

Edward 

346 

Susquehanna 

583 

Globe 

474 

Stephen  Baldwin 

650 

Henry  Pratt 

593 

Swatara 

748 

Hopewell 

413 

St.  Louis 

344 

Helen  Mar 

307 

Thomas  P.  Cope 

730 

John  N.  Gossler 

504 

Tuscany 

299 

Lehigh 

565 

United  States 

448 

Levant 

486 

Venice 

558 

Monongahela 

510 

Washington 

369 

Manchester 

379 

Walter 

474 

Montezuma 

424 

BARQUES, 

Tons. 

1 

Pons. 

Anna  Reynolds 

197 

Lydia  Ann 

215 

Amelia 

244 

Levant 

147 

B.  Mezick 

360 

Louisa 

241 

Backus 

20J 

La  Plata 

263 

Coosa 

258 

Madeline 

293 

Clarion 

226 

Madonna 

262 

Cora 

166 

Navarre 

242 

California 

185 

Osceola 

265 

Globe 

260 

Ohio 

237 

Georgian 

278 

Ronaldson 

324 

Hercules 

382 

Sarah  Hand 

320 

Josephine 

323 

Valparaiso 

402 

J.  W.  Cater 

217 

Waverly 

233 

Joshua  Eralen 

250 

BRIGS. 

Aldrich 

J.  Palmer 

America 

Langdon  Cheves 

Ann  &  Leah 

Lexington 

Antelope 

Magoun 

Betsy  &  Jane 

New  Hanover 

Bourne 

Norris  Stanley 

Brandy  wine 

Pacific 

Caraccas 

Paul T.  Jones 

Chipola 

Pennsylvania 

Constitution 

Peru 

Delight 

Rowena 

Delos 

Smyrna 

Echo 

% 

Susan 

Elizabeth 

Theodore 

Emily 

Treaty 

Espeleta 

Violet 

Gen.  Glover 

Washington 

Huntress 

Wm.  J.  Watson 

Independence 

Wm.  Thatcher 

J.  Cowperthwaite 

W  issahicon 

Janet 

BRIGANTINES. 

.  Ada  Eliza 

Maria 

Ann  Eliza  L. 

Mentor 

Atalanta 

Norfolk 

Cuba 

Olive 

Cumberland 

Daniel  Kilby 

Despatch 

Eagle 

Emily  Davis 

Finance 

Harry 

Henrietta 

Indiana 

Joshua  Emlen 

Joshua  Sears 

Junius 

Madrid 


Orion 

Orson 

Po 

Randolph 

Sisters 

Seaman 

Stranger 

Tacon 

Venezuela 

Vesper 

Virginia  Trader 

Will 

William  Wallace 


RECAPITULATION. 

Ships 39 

Barques 27" 

Brigs 41 

Brigantines 34 

Total 141 


[A*,  jimericai, 


linniljer  Business  in  Mainci 

We  have  been  furnished,  says  the  Portland  Advertiser, 
by  a  practical  man,  who  has  obtained  his  information  from 
actual  observation  and  inquiry  on  the  spot,  that  the  quantity 
of  lumber  which  has  come  to  market  on  the  three  principal 
riversof  the  State  the  present  year,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  Penobscot,     100  millions  of  feet, 

"        Kennebec,        40  " 

"        Androscoggin,  20  " 

making  160  millions  of  feet,  which  at  an  average  value  of 
10  dollars  per  M.  will  yield  1,600,000  dollars.  We  may 
safely  calculate  the  quantity  upon  the  Saco,  Union,  Narra- 
guagus,  Machias  and  St.  Croix  rivers  at  65  millions  more, 
which  will  add  650,000  dollars,  and  make  the  aggregate  pro- 
duct of  timber  the  present  year  2,250,000  dollars. 


The  Commissaries  of  the  three  wards  in  the  2d  Munici- 
pality have  just  completed  their  quarterly  reports  upon  Cof- 
fee-Houses,  Grocery  Stores,  &c.  We  have  been  furnished 
with  the  following  statistics  : 


1st  Ward. 


2d  Ward. 


3d  Ward. 


Coffee-Houses              5 1 

83 

44 

Boarding-Houses         34 

37 

6 

Billiard  Tables              29 

5 

2 

Retail  Grocery  stores     7 

46 

18 

Ten  Pin  Alleys             7 

13    - 

0 

Restaurats                      2 

0 

0 

Grand  total,  178-  Coffee-Houscs  ;  77  Boarding-Houses  ; 
36  Billiard  Tables;  71  Retail  Grocery  stores;  20  Ten  Pin 
Alleys  and  2  Restaurats.  We  should  like  to  know,  purely 
as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  how  many  Cabarets  and  grog-shops 
of  every  description  there  are  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  the  city. — A'.  O.  Bulletin. 


The  late  Rain  Storm 


Does  not  appear  to  have  reached  Albany,  and  up  to  Tues- 
day morning,  the  sufferings  of  that  city  for  want  of  water 
were  still  augmenting.  The  scarcity  of  water  for  family  use 
is  more  general,  and  has  been  of  greater  duration,  than  be- 
fore experienced  for  many  j'cars,  and  perhaps  has  never  been 
exceeded.  Milk  and  butter  have  so  far  failed,  in  the  sur- 
rounding country,  that  some  of  the  neighboring  farmers,  who 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season  brought  butter  to  market  and 
sold  it  for  one  shilling  a  pound,  have  within  the  last  week 
bought  the  article  from  the  Albany  grocers,  for  their  own 
consumption,  at  eighteen  pence. — Jv.  V,  Sun. 
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State  Credit,  KTo.  I, 

We  copy  from  the  National  Gazette  the  following  two 
articles  on  the  State  credit ;  that  paper  observes — 

"  The  writer  is  a  gentleman  whose  mind,  information 
and  patriotic  sympathies  alike  claim  attention  to  his  views  on 
this  important  subject.  We  beg  the  attention  of  public  and 
business  men  to  these  communications,  as  exhibiting  very 
clearly  the  fact  that  the  Credit  of  Pennsylvania  is  justly 
second  to  that  of  no  other  State.  To  holders  of  State  stocks 
the  matter  must  prove  exceedingly  welcome." 

The  interest  on  the  public  debt  of  Pennsylvania,  due  on 
the  first  of  August  has  been  punctually  paid  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent.     The  amount  payable  was  as  follows : 

Total  amount  of  interest $855,416  01 

Add  3  per  cent,  on  $769,258,  the  amount  re- 
maining after  deducting  #86,157  due  to 
non  specie  paying  banks,  not  entitled  to  pre- 
mium*       23,077  75 

Actual  amount  of  interest. $878,493  76 


Had  Pennsylvania  failed  to  pay  this  interest,  the  intelli- 
gence would  have  been  widely  if  not  gladly  circulated,  and 
our  public  authorities,  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive, 
would  have  been  censured,  and  justly  censured,  for  gross 
neglect  of  duty  in  not  providing  for  it.  It  would  have  been 
deeply  mortifying  to  every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  to  ac- 
knowledge this  Commonwealth  as  one  of  the  insolvent  States 
— either  temporarily  unable  or  perversely  unwilling  to  pay 
what  is  justly  and  legally  a  debt.  The  actual  loss  would 
have  been  most  disastrous.  A  depreciation  of  not  less  than 
twenty  per  cent,,  or  in  the  aggregate  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars, would  have  ensued.  All  this  has  been  avoided  and  the 
^Caith  of  Pennsylvania  is  yet  beyond  just  reproach  or  reason- 
;able  suspicion. 

Still  this  result  would  be  by  no  means  as  gratifying  if  the 
.payment  had  been  effected  by  other  than  legitimate  means, 
-such  as  sound  economy  authorizes.  If  for  instance  the  inter- 
.est  due  on  the  1st  of  August  had  been  paid  as  heretofore  by 
•borrowing — by  either  voluntary  or  forced  loans,  no  one  of 
ordinary  forecast  could  pretend  to  rejoice  at  it.  But,  if  on 
the  other  hand,  it  had  been  effected  either  wholly  or  in  part 
by  an  economical  application  of  actual  revenue,  by  a  re- 
trenchment of  expenses  and  by  a  rigorous  ex-ecution  of  the 
law  which  appropriates  certain  portions  of  the  public  debt, 
then  there  is  abundant  cause  of  congratulation.  If  it  can  be 
further  shown,  assuming  this  latter  alternative,  that  such  an 
economical  policy  will  be  steadfastly  pursued,  and  that  abun- 
dant means,  out  of  actual  and  certain  revenue,  have  been 
provided,  there  may  be  perfect  confidence  for  the  future  and 
the  doubts  and  misgivings  which  have  arisen  from  a  view  of 
the  past  policy  of  the  State  need  have  no  existence. 

Tlie  object  of  this  communication  is  to  show  as  briefly  as 
possible : 

1,  That  to  the  action  of  the  late  Legislature,  is  due  high 
praise  for  a  resolute  adherence  to  certain  fixed  principles  of 
economy,  which  has  enabled  the  State  by  legitimate  means 
to  pay  its  interest. 

2.  That  the  larger  portion — two-thirds  at  least,  of  the  in- 
terest due  on  the  1st  August,  and  now  paid,  was  realized 
from  revenue;  and,  that  ample  provision  is  tnade  to  pay  the 
interest  hereafter,  without  borrowing  a  single  dollar  from  the 
banks  in  the  form  of  permanent  loan. 


*  By  the  Act  of  12th  June,  1840,  after  enacting  that  there- 
after the  interest  falling  due  on  Pennsylvania  stock  shall  al- 
•ways  be  paid  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  it  is  provided  that 
"  No  bank  which  shall  at  the  time  any  such  interest  becomes 
due,  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  any  of  its  notes,  bills,  obliga- 
tions or  deposited  moneys  in  gold  or  silver,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  or  be  paid  such  difference  in  value  and  all  other 
creditors  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver 
or  its  equivalent. 


The  conduct  of  the  late  Legislature  has  been  severely 
scrutinized.  Many  of  its  acts  have  been  censured,  how  just- 
ly it  is  not  necessary  now  to  inquire.  But  had  it  done  no- 
thing else  than  secure  by  effective  enactments  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  faith — and  the  punctual  payment  of  this 
very  interest,  more  errors  than  are  imputed  to  it  might  be 
pardoned.  It  did  this,  however,  in  the  resolute  assertion  of 
the  law,  that  all  money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  should  be 
by  specific  appropriations,  and  that  moneys  pledged  for  in- 
terest, should  be  used  for  no  other  purpose. 

This  policy  was  enforced  by  the  15th  section  of  the  Re- 
venue Bill  of  the  4th  May,  18il*which  is  important  enough 
to  be  here  quoted  : 

"  Section  15.  That  where  moneys  have  been  or  shall  be 
specifically  appropriated  to  the  Internal  Improvement  (in- 
terest and  sinking)  fund,  or  any  other  object  by  any  act  of 
Assembly,  the  same  shall  not  be  applied  by  any  officer  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  any  other  purpose  or  object  than  that 
to  which  they  have  been  so  specifically  appropriated ;  and  if 
any  officer  as  aforesaid,  shall  knowingly  offend  against  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor 
in  office,  and  such  officer  so  offending,  shall,  on  conviction 
in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be  subject  to  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  500  dollars,  and  not  more  than  2000  dollars, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court." 

It  is  due  to  the  Governor  to  say  that  in  his  annual  message 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  necessity  of 
such  action,  although  its  adoption  was  not  sufficient  to  save 
the  bill  in  which  it  was  incorporated  from  a  veto.  The  credit 
of  its  enactment  belongs  to  the  majority  in  the  Legislature 
and  especially  to  those  who  resolutely  refused  to  accede  to 
any  Revenue  Bill  without  it.  The  credit  of  its  enforcement 
is  due  to  the  State  Treasurer,  who  has  in  this,  as  in  all  re- 
spects with  peculiar  fidelity  executed  his  duty.  It  is  proper 
that  the  public  creditor  should  understand  this.  It  is  his 
best  security  for  the  future. 

The  effect  of  the  new  provision  is  this.  By  Acts  of  As- 
sembly passed  in  1826  certain  Revenue,  viz:  canal  and  rail- 
road tolls,  auction  duties,  turnpike,  &.c.  dividends,  and  col- 
lateral inheritance  taxes,  were  pledged  to  a  fund  which, 
though  under  a  different  name,  is  in  fact  the  Interest  and 
Sinking  fund.  By  the  Act  1 1th  June,  1840,  the  taxes  there- 
in authorized  were  pledged  for  the  same  purpose. 

But  from  1826  to  1841  a  practice  had  grown  up  of  con- 
sidering this  a  mere  nominal  fund — a  matter  of  paper  debits 
and  credits,  and  in  point  of  fact  it  was  no  security  whatever. 
The  pledged  revenue  went  into  the  Treasury,  was  paid  out 
to  meet  current  demands  of  whatever  kind,  and  then  money 
was  borrowed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  Interest  fund. 
Hence  it  was,  that  for  sixteen  years  the  interest  was  paid  by 
new  loans.  The  intrinsic  impropriety  and  ultimate  disas- 
ter of  this  system  were  not  realized  in  times  of  easy  credit. 

In  1840  the  amount  of  pledged  revenue,  if  it  had  been 
kept  inviolate,  would  have  been  999,891  dollars,  or  in  round 
numbers  one  million  of  dollars,  yet  in  January  last  the  Go- 
vernor announced  that  the  deficit  in  the  Interest  fund  was 
at  least  800,000  dollars,  which  in  less  than  a  month  the  Le- 
gislature was  obliged  to  provide  as  it  best  could.  On  the 
1st  of  February,  1841,  for  the  last  time,  thanks  to  the  pre- 
caution taken  by  the  late  Legislature,  a  loan  was  negotiated 
or  exacted  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  interest  then  due. 

On  the  23d  February,  1841,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  Senate  calling  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  a  statement  of 
the  amount  which  would  be  realized  before  the  1st  August, 
1841,  from  the  sources  of  revenue  appropriated  to  interest 
purposes.  To  which  an  answer  was  sent  estimating  the 
amount  at  534,987  dollars.  A  bill  vs^as  subsequently  re- 
ported by  the  Senate  Committee  of  Finance  adding  other 
revenues  to  the  interest  fund  and  securing  its  inviolability, 
which,  though  it  failed  to  become  a  law  in  the  form  reported, 
may  be  considered  the  basis  of  the  enactment  on  the  same 
subject,  which  was  subsequently  embodied  in  the  Revenue 
bill  and  has  been  already  quoted. 

Assuming  the  estimate  of  the  State  Treasurer  to  be 
correct  as  to  the  revenue  of  the  first  half  year,  it  was  ap- 
parent there  would  be  a  deficiency  in  the  interest  fund  on 
the  1st  of  August,  of  about  300,000  dollars,  for  which  it 
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became  nccei^sary  to  provide.  This  was  done  by  the  act  of 
5th  May,  1841,  autliorizing  the  Governor,  if  other  means 
failed,  to  require  certain  banks  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sitions of  their  charters,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  delicien- 
cy,  make  a  loan  to  the  State.  Under  this  act  the  Governor 
called  on  a  number  of  the  banks  for  a  loan  not  exceeding 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  their  capitals,  which  was  made, 
and  which  in  the  aggregate  amounted  to  about  §340,000. 
It  thus  will  be  seen  that  while  at  every  period  of  semi-an- 
nual payment  of  interest  down  to  the  1st  of  February  inclu- 
sive, loans  to  the  full  amount  had  been  resorted  to.  On  the 
1st  of  August  it  was  necessary  to  borrow  but  a  small  sum, 
and  as  will  now  be  shown,  the  amount  of  the  Governor's 
requisition  was  unnecessarily  large.  The  state  of  the  inter- 
est account  on  the  1st  of  August  is  believed  to  be  this,  the 
amounts  though  stated  in  round  numbers,  being  in  the  main 
accurate. 

Amount  of  Revenue  pledged  to  interest  to  1st 
August,  and  kept  for  that  purpose  under  the 

Act  of  last  session, $550,000 

Amount  in  the  7'reasury  derived  from  Revenue  [ 

not  pledged,  but  applied  by  the  Treasurer  for  i 

interest, 60,000 

Amountofthe  Executive  requisition  on  the  banks 

under  Act  5th  May,  1841, 340,000  ; 

$950,000  , 
Deduct  amount  of  interest  due  the  1st  August,.      878,493 

Excess, 71,507  j 

The  Legislature  seems  to  have  anticipated  this  result,  and 
to  have  looked  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  Commonwealth 
on  the  first  of  August  by  providing  that  the  amount  to  be 
received  from  the  banks  should  be  applied  to  no  other  pur- 
pose than  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt, 
then  due  or  thereafter  to  become  due.  The  excess,  therefore, 
remains  in  the  Treasury  pledged  and  applicable  to  the  next 
half  yearly  payment  of  interest  on  the  1st  of  February. 

Thus  it  is  demonstrable  that  by  the  enactment  of  the  1 5tli 
Section  of  the  Revenue  Bill  of  4th  May,  1841,  and  its  faith- 
ful execution  by  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  first  time  in  the 
financial  history  of  Pennsylvania  since  the  creation  of  the 
present  Improvement  debt,  the  larger  portion  of  the  semi- 
annual interest  has  been  paid  out  of  secure  and  certain  reve- 
nue. It  remains  to  be  shown  (and  it  can  be  most  conclu- 
sively,) that  hereafter  the  interest  can  be  always  paid  with 
punctuality  and  the  principal  gradually  liquidated,  without 
borrowing  a  farthing  from  the  banks. 

Wo.  2. 

It  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt  can  at  all  times  hereafter  be  paid,  and  the  principal 
gradually  reduced,  without  recourse  to  forced  or  voluntary 
loans  or  exactions  of  any  kind  from  the  banks. 

At  the  time  the  State  Treasurer  made  his  estimate  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  revenue  pledged  to  the  payment  of  interest, 
no  tax  law  on  real  and  personal  property  was  in  force  but 
the  act  of  lllh  June,  1840,  and  no  change  had  been  made  ; 
in  the  very  defective  system  of  assessment  under  that  act. —  j 
Even  the  laws  subsequently  passed,  with  a  few  exceptions  ! 
presently  to  he  noticed,  for  the  increase  of  the  taxes  and  the 
correction  of  the  assessments,  will  not  be  in  full  operation 
till  1842,  so  that  all  estimates  of  revenue  for  interest  or  other 
purposes  must  have  reference  to  former  laws.    Estimates  for 
the  next  year  must  be  made  on  another  and  still  more  fa- 
vorable principle.     Let  us  see  how  the  interest  fund  will  be 
on  the  1st  February,  1842,  when  the  next  payment  is  to  be 
made. 

The  Treasurer  in  his  communication  to  the  Senate  of  the 
24th  February,  1841,  estimated  the  interest  fund  on  the  1st 
of  .\ugust  at  534,987  dollars,  in  which  he  included  25,000 
dollars  from  the  State  tax.  It  appears  that  the  fund,  through 
the  ordinary  increase  of  reTenue  from  other  sources, 
amounted  in  fact  to  550,000  dollars,  but  that  the  proceeds 
from  the  State  tax  before  the  1st  of  August  amounted  to  but 


10,000  dollars  or  thereabouts.  This  statement  is  made  on 
the  authority  of  officers  of  the  treasury.  It  is  therefore  pro- 
per to  add  the  diilerence,  or  l.'J.OOO  dollars,  to  the  estimated 
revenue  for  the  next  half  year.  Thus  corrected,  and  as- 
suming that  in  other  respects  the  revenue  will  be  the  same 
as  last  year,  the  state  of  the  interest  fund  on  the  1st  Febru- 
ary next  will  be — 
Balance  of  Governor's  requisition  under  Act  of 

5th  May,  1841    -.-. $71,507 

Revenue  from  other  sources  than  taxes  pledged 

to  interest 489,904 

Proceeds  of  State  tax,  1 1  th  June,  1 840 360,000 

Brokers'  tax  now  collected  and  not  paid  over*.  4,800 

Amount  of  interest  fund,  1st  February,  1841..      $926,211 

The  interest  due  on  that  day,  if  the  banks  do  not  resume 
specie  payments,  tiie  whole  of  the  loan  of  1821  be  converted 
into  a  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  loan  bo 
taken,  will  not  amount  to90j,000  dollars,  leaving  a  clear 
surplus  without  allowing  any  increase  of  revenue  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  impression  of  the  writer  (and  as  such  only  is 
it  stated)  is  that  the  interest  fund  on  the  1st  February,  1842, 
if  the  present  system  be  adhered  to,  will  be  not  less  than 
]  ,1 00,000  dollars,  which  will  leave  a  surplus  of  200,000  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  under  the  Act  of  1826  to  a  sinking  fund. 
The  interest  on  the  1st  of  February  and  at  all  times  there- 
after may  therefore  be  certainly  relied  on. 

In  1842  and  thereafter  these  results  of  provident  legisla- 
tion may  still  be  more  clearly  foreseen.  If  the  estimates 
heretofore  made  and  still  believed  to  be  accurate  be  verified, 
the  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund  will,  without  computing  the 
new  taxes  imposed  last  year,  amount  to  2, '200,000  dollars — 
or  with  those  taxes  to  very  nearly  3,000,000  dollars. 

The  crisis  in  our  State  finances  may  therefore  be  consi- 
dered as  over.  Had  it  sooner  occurred,  and  had  previous 
Legislatures  been  made  to  realize  the  real  state  of  tilings,  it 
would  have  been  better.  To  borrow  to  pay  interest  is  al- 
ways easier  than  to  borrow  for  other  purposes,  simply  be- 
cause those  who  are  able  to  lend  have,  or  think  they  have,  an 
interest  in  lending.  Had  the  pledged  revenue  heretofore 
been  kept  sacred  as  it  now  is,  and  loans  been  solicited  for 
improvement,  or  the  many  other  purposes  for  which  it  has 
been  squandered,  no  one  supposes  they  would  have  been  ob- 
tained, and  thus  the  course  of  improvident  and  almost  pro- 
fligate expenditure  would  have  been  arrested.  The  Com- 
monwealth is  now  in  the  safest  of  positions;  amply  solvent 
— able  to  pay  all  its  debts,  and  yet  unable  to  incur  anj'  new- 
ones.  If  the  same  policy  which  the  writer  has  endeavored 
to  vindicate  be  steadily  pursued  (and  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  it  will  be  abandoned)  there  need  be  no  uneasiness 
for  the  future. 

*  In  the  estimates  of  taxation  made  by  Mr.  Reed  in  his 
published  letter  of  the  9th  of  May,  the  Brokers'  tax  was 
stated  at  3000  dollars.  In  this  city  and  county,  though  pro- 
bably all  the  licenses  have  not  yet  been  taken,  it  amounts  to 
4,800  dollars. 


Tlie  Bee  Business* 


Mr.  Rice,  of  Ripley,  Erie  county,  Pa.,  has  an  extensive 
establishment  for  keeping  bees.  Twenty  years  ago  he  had  one 
swarm,  from  which  in  12  years,  he  had  396  swarms.  The 
Erie  Gazette  states  that  they  had  then  become  so  powerful 
that  they  commenced  depredations  on  the  neighboring  tribes, 
going  out  on  predatory  excursions  to  the  distance  of  two  or 
three  miles,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  unfortunate  neigh- 
bors. He  then  killed  off  a  number  of  swarms  and  obtained 
over  two  tons  of  honey  for  the  New  York  Market.  He  has 
now  adopted  the  patent  hives  for  a  part  of  his  bees,  in  which 
small  glass  drawers  are  placed  in  the  upper  part,  with  small 
apertures  for  access  from  the  main  part  of  the  hive.  In  this 
way,  by  drawing  the  slides  the  bees  can  be  seen  at  work,  and 
the  amount  of  honey  ascertained.  When  filled,  the  drawer 
can  be  removed,  and  the  place  supplied  by  another,  without 
destroying  the  industrious  insects. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[AUSUST, 


liaKTS  of  the  ITnited  States. 

An  Act  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted  &c.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  authorized,  at  any  time  within  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  in  his  opinion  the  exigencies  of  the  govern- 
ment may  require,  at  a  rate  of  interest,  payable  quarterly 
and  semi-annualiy,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum; 
which  loan  shall  be  made  reimbursable  either  at  the  will  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  after  six  months  notice,  or  at 
any  time  after  three  years,  from  the  first  day  of  January  next; 
and  said  money  so  borrowed  shall  be  applied,  in  addition  to 
the  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received 
therein  from  other  sources,  to  the  payment  and  redemption 
of  the  Treasury  notes  heretofore  authorized,  which  are  or 
may  be  outstanding  and  unpaid,  and  to  defray  any  of  the 
public  expenses  which  have  been  heretofore,  or  which  may 
be  authorized  hy  law,  which  stock  shall  be  transferable  only 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  Jliul  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the 
consent  of  the  President,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  certificates 
of  stock,  signed  by  the  Secretary,  and  countersigned  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  any 
part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  and  transferable  and  reimbursable  as  aforesaid, 
and  to  cause  the  said  certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold;  Provi- 
ded, That  no  stock  be  sold  below  par. 

Sec".  .And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  receive  pro- 
posals for  taking  the  said  loan,  or  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  the  same,  and  to  pay 
to  him  or  them  a  reasonable  commission,  not  exceeding  one- 
tenth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  so  negotiated  ;  which 
sum  to  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or  agents,  and  such  expense 
as  may  be  necessarily  incurred  in  printing,  issuing  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  due  execu- 
tion of  this  act,  in  all  not  exceeding  twelve  thousand  dollars ; 
which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase,  at  any  time 
before  the  period  herein  limited  for  the  redemption  of  stock 
hereby  authorized,  such  portion  thereof  as  the  funds  of  the 
government  may  admit  of,  after  meeting  all  the  demands  on 
the  Treasury,  and  any  surplus  in  the  Treasury  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated to  that  object. 

Sec.  5.  .Mnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest  and  redemption  of  said  stock. 

JoHiT  White, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Saim'l  L.  Southard, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  June  25,  1841. 

John  Tileh. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  commu- 
nication from  the  President  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  : 

Washington,  August  3,  1841. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

On  the  18th  of  February,  1832,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives adopted  a  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorized  to  employ 
Horatio  Greenough,  of  Massachusetts,  to  execute  in  marble, 
a  full-length  pedestrian  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed 
in  the  centre  of  the  Hotundo  of  the  Capitol,  the  head  to  be 
a  copy  of  Houdon's  Washington,  and  the  accessories  to  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  artist." 

On  the  33d  of  the  same  month,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 


direction  of  the  President,  addressed  to  Mr,  Greenough  a 
letter  of  instructions  for  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution 
of  the  House. 

On  the  14th  day  of  July,  1832,  an  appropriation  of  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  made  to  "  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  contract  with  a  skillful  artist  to  execute,  in  marble, 
a  pedestrian  statue  of  George  Washington,  to  be  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  Rotundo  of  the  Capitol,"  and  several  ap- 
propriations were  made  at  succeeding  sessions  in  furtherance 
of  the  same  object. 

Mr.  Greenough,  having  been  employed  upon  the  work 
for  several  years,  at  Florence,  completed  it  some  months  ago. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  27th  of  May,  1840,  it 
was  directed  "  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  take  measures  for  the  importation  and  erec- 
tion of  the  statue  of  \^'ashington  by  Greenough."  In  pur- 
suance of  this  authority,  the  Navy  Department  held  a  cor- 
respondence with  Commodore  Hull,  commanding  on  the 
Mediterranean  station,  who  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  owners  or  master  of  the  ship  "  Sea,"  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  statue  to  the  United  States.  This  ship,  with  the 
statue  on  board,  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  51st  ultimo,  and 
now  lies  at  the  Navy  Yard. 

As  appropriations  have  become  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  the  freight  and  other  expenses,  I  communicate  to  Con- 
gress such  papers  as  may  enable  it  to  judge  of  the  amount 
requited.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Tlie  Home  Squadron. 

An  Act  making  Appropriations  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  &c, 
of  a  Home  Squadron. 
lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  for  the  pay  and  subsistence,  increase  and  re- 
pairs, tnedicines,  and  contingent  expenses  of  two  frigates, 
two  sloops,  two  small  vessels,  and  two  armed  steamers,  to  be 
employed  as  a  Home  Squadron,  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

John  Whitk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sam'l  Jj.  SouTHAnn, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  August  1, 1841. 

John  Ttleh. 


From  Rock  River. 


A  small  boat  called  the  "  N.  P.  Hawkes,"  arrived  thFs' 
morning  from  Asteriam,  327  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Rock 
River !  She  was  built  at  the  above  place,  which  is  only  40 
miles  below  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin  Territory,  is  100  feet 
long,  18  feet  beam,  and  draws  only  10  inches  water;  her  hull 
is  built  in  the  most  substantial  manner — can  carry  in  her 
hold  700  barrels  of  flour ;  engine  is  32  horse  power.  This 
boat  will  run  regularly  between  the  city  and  Rock  River. 

St.  Louis  Gazette. 


Important  De<?ision. 

Judge  Butler  this  morning  decided  that  the  banks  have 
not  incurred  forfeiture  of  the  Charter  by  the  non  acceptance 
of  the  act  of  the  last  Legislature. 

Charleston  Patriot  .July  31. 
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MlSSIS^gPPI  BOW»S. 

To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  JMississippi. 

The  undersigned  as  trustees  for  the  holders  of  Debenture* 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia  on  deposit 
of  American  State  Stocks,  and  amongst  others  of  a  consi- 
derable amount  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  bear- 
ing five  per  cent,  interest,  issued  through  the  Union  Bank 
of  Mississippi  and  made  payable  at  the  agency  of  the  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  London,  the  principal  in 
1850  and  1858,  and  the  dividends  semi-annually  in  May 
and  November — having  been  refused  payment  of  the  inter- 
est due  the  first  of  this  month  on  said  bonds,  are  compelled 
to  address  themselves  to  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi ;  and  from  their  confidence  in  the  faith  of  that  Go- 
vernment, they  feel  convinced  that  the  simple  mentioning 
the  fact  of  the  non-payment  will  be  sufficient  stimulus  for 
the  Government  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  take  imme- 
diate measures  for  the  paynrent  of  the  interest  now  due  and 
which  will  further  successively  become  due  on  those  bonds, 
and  to  prevent  irregularities  or  demur  so  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  of  American  credit  in  general  and  to  that  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  in  particular. 

HOPE  &  Co. 

Amsterdam,  22d  May,  1841. 

ExKcunvE  Defahtment, 
City  of  Jackson,  July  13,  1841. 
Gentlemen — I  have  received  your  letter  dated  Amsterdam, 
22d  May,  1841,  post  marked  Washington  City,  June  21et, 
1841,  and  bearing  the  official  frank  of  the  Hon.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  I  have  duly 
considered  the  contents  thereof.  Those  bonds  were  not  sold 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  State. 
They  were  delivered  by  me  as  an  escrow,  to  be  sold  at  not 
less  than  their  par  value  and  for  cash,  as  the  statute  of  this 
Slate  required.  The  Charter  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank 
prescribes  not  only  the  substance,  but  the  form  of  the  bonds, 
and  provides  that  they  shall  be  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  each,  "  which  sum  the  said  State  of  .Mississippi  pro- 
mises to  pay  in  current  money  of  the  United  States,"  to  the 
order  of  the  bank,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  place  named  in  the 
endorsement  of  the  bonds.  The  act  further  provides  that 
"said  bonds  shall  not  be  sold  under  their  par  value."  'I'he 
bonds  having  been  delivered  to  the  managers  of  the  bank  to 
be  sold  on  certain  conditions,  the  State  cannot  be  bound  for 
their  redemption  unless  the  terms  prescribed  were  complied 
with  in  the  sale.  The  Constitution  of  this  State  expressly 
provides  that  "  no  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  raise  a  loan  of 
money  upon  the  credit  of  the  State  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of 
the  State  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  any  loan  or  debt, 
unless  such  laws  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  each  House  and  entered  on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays  taken  thereon,  and  be  referred  to  the  next  succeed- 
ing Legislature,  and  published  for  three  months  previous  to 
the  next  regular  election,  in  three  newspapers  of  this  State  ; 
and  unless  a  majority  of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  so 
elected,  after  such  publication,  shall  agree  to  and  pass  such 
law ;  and  in  such  case  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  and 
entered  on  the  journals  of  each  House ;  Provided,  that  noth- 
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ing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
Legislature  from  negotiating  a  further  loan  of  one  and  a  half 
millions  of  dollars,  and  vesting  the  same  in  stock  reserved  to 
the  State  by  the  charter  of  the  Planters'  Bank  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi." 

Five  millions  of  State  Bonds,  dated  the  5th,  6th,  7tli,  8th,- 
and  9th  days  of  June,  1838,vvere  sold  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  the'Mississippi  Union  Bank,  to  JNichulas  Bid- 
die,  Esq.  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  1838,  for  five  millions 
of  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  t^tates,  piyable  in  fivfir 
equal  instalments  of  one  million  of  dollars  each,  on  the  first 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  and  on  the  first  days  of  January,  March,  May  and 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine, 
and  "made  payable  at  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  London  in  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  at  the 
rate  of  four  shillings  and  sixpence  to  the  dollar,  with  inter- 
est payable  semi-annually  at  the  same  place  and  rate."  No 
authority  was  ever  given  by  any  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  to  change  the  currency  in  which  said  bonds  were 
made  payable.  By  selling  the  bonds  on  a  credit,  and  chang- 
ing them  from  dollars  current  money  of  the  United  States  to" 
pounds  sterhng  of  Great  Britain,  the  following  sums  were 
lost : 
Interest  on  five  millions  State  Bonds  from  7lh  June,  1838V 

to  Nov.  1838 §100,000  00 

Interest  on  four  millions  two  months  33,3jS  33 
Interest  on  three  millions  two  months  24,999  96 
Interest  on  two  millions  two  months  16,666  64 
Interest  on  one  million  two  months     8,333  32 


§183,333  30* 
Difference  between  five  millions  dollars  prin- 
cipal of  State  Bonds,  in  current  money  of 

the  United  States  and  sterling  money  of 

Great   Britain    at  four  shillings    and  six 

pence  to  the  dollar 4r8,750  00* 

Difference  of  interest  on  §1,25J,00U  of  State 

Bonds  payable  in  twelve  years,  between 

current  money  of  the  United  States  and 

pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain  at  four 

shillings  and  sixpence  to  tiie  dollar 69,625  00* 

Difference  of  interest  on  $3,750,000  of  State 

Bonds,  payable  in  twenty  years  between 

current  money  of  the  United  States  and 

pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain   at  four 

shillings  and  sixpence  to  the  dollar 353,063  OD' 


§1,084,781  30' 


From  the  above  statement  it  will  he  perceived  that  one' 
hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  ihir-" 
ty-eight  dollars  and  thirty  cents  were  lost  by  selling  the  five 
millions  dollars  of  bonds  on  a  credit,  and  paying  interest 
thereon  from  their  respective  dates,  and  the  further  sum  of 
nine  hundred  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
three  dollars  was  lost  by  changing  the  bonds  from  dollars" 
current  money  of  the  United  States  to  pounds  sterling  oF 
Great  Britain.  'J'hese  two  items  amount  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  one  million  eighty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and- 
eighty-one  dollars  and  tliirty  cents.  Surely  such  a  sale  can- 
not be  binding  on  the  State  of  Miosissipja.  The  faith  of  this 
State  was  pledged  for  the  payment  of  those  Iwnds  only  upon 
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the  condition  that  they  were  sold  at  not  less  than  their  par 
value.  The  Stale  expected  the  full  amount  of  those  bonds 
to  be  paid  into  the  vaults  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank. — 
If  the  full  amount  had  been  received  and  the  currency  in 
which  they  were  made  payable  not  have  been  changed,  tiie 
bank  would  have  been  better  enabled  to  indemnify  the  State. 

It  appears  that  the  bonds  were  endorsed  in  biank  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  and  delivered  to  the  commissioners  charg- 
ed with  their  sale.  Neither  their  power  of  attorney  nor  let- 
ter of  instruction  authorized  those  gentlemen  to  fill  up  said 
endorsement  by  making  the  bonds  and  coupons  payable  in 
pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
and  sixpence  to  the  dollar.  If  such  a  change  had  been  made 
on  the  face  of  the  bonds  after  their  execution  and  delivery  to 
the  bank,  the  parties  making  the  alteration  would  have  been 
guilty  of  forgery  and  couKl  have  been  immured  in  the  peni- 
tentiary for  the  offence.  It  will  be  no  answer  to  the  argu- 
ment to  allege  that  the  endorsement  could  only  bind  the 
Mississippi  Union  Bank.  That  institution  has  undertaken 
to  pay  both  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  bonds.  If  the 
bank  is  compelled  to  pay  the  one  million^eighly-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  thirty  cents 
for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  credit  sale  of  the  bonds  and  the 
change  in  the  currency  in  which  they  were  made  payable, 
her  means  will  be  reduced  that  amount  and  the  risk  of  the 
State  thus  greatly  increased.  The  State  was  willing  to  in- 
trust her  credit  to  the  bank  on  the  conditions  prescribed  in 
the  charter.  The  faith  of  this  government  has  never  been 
pledged  for  the  illegal  and  fraudulent  sale  of  those  bonds. 

This  is  a  constitutional  government,  and  all  its  officers 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
Her  Chief  Magistrate  is  required  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
be  faithfully  executed.  He  would  be  recreant  to  his  trust 
and  violate  his  official  oath  were  he  to  suffi?r  the  laws  of  the 
land  to  be  trampled  upon  and  the  constitution  disregarded. 

The  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  State  Bonds,  shovv's  that 
the  statutes  of  the  State  in  relation  to  the  bonds,  were  made 
a  part  of  the  contract.  The  purchaser  was  well  aware  of  the 
conditions  on  which  they  were  issued,  and  knew  that  the 
purchase  was  neither  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  and 
liaws  of  this  State,  nor  of  Pennsylvania.  7'he  contract  was 
guarantied  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  whole 
of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  by  that  institution.  The 
name  of  Mr.  Biddle  was  merely  used  in  the  contract  as  a 
device,  to  get  round  that  clause  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  her  from  dealing  in 
State  stocks.  The  currency  in  which  the  Bonds  were  paya- 
ble, was  changed  from  dollars  to  pounds  sterling,  to  give  a 
false  coloring  to  the  transaction,  and  make  it  appear  that  the 
bonds  were  sold  at  par  value.  The  principle  is  universal 
that  fraud  vitiates  all  contracts.  The  commercial  law  of  this  | 
State  relative  to  negotiable  paper,  is  different  from  that  of  I 
most  other  countries.  The  transfer  of  bonds  and  notes,  does  j 
not  prevent  the  drawer  from  setting  up  any  defence  against  } 
an  innocent  purchaser  which  could  be  made  available  against 
the  original  [layee. 

The  State,  therefore,  denies  ail  obligations  to  pay  the 
bonds  held  in  trust  by  you,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  The  bonds  were  sold  on  a  credit. 

2d.  The  currency  in  which  the  bonds  were  made  payable, 
was  changed  from  current  money  of  the  United  States  to 
Pounds  Sterling  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
and  sixpence  to  the  dollar. 

od.  The  contract  of  sale  was  fraudulent. 

4th.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  authorized 
to  make  the  purchase. 

5th.  The  Bonds  were  sold  at  less  than  their  par  value,  in 
violation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank. 

The  money  paid  for  those  bonds  did  not  come  into  the 
State  Treasury.  1'he  officers  of  this  Government  had  no 
control  over  its  disbursement.  The  bonds  were  disposed  of 
in  August,  183S,  by  collusion  and  fraud,  in  violation  of  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State.  The  Mississippi  Union 
Bank,  and  the  Bank  of  tho  United  States,  were  parties  to 
this  unlawful  transaction.  You  have  the  endorsement  of 
both  these  institutions,  and  to  them  you  must  look  for  pay- 


ment. This  State  never  will  pay  the  five  millions  of  dollars 
of  State  bonds  issued  in  June,  1838,  or  any  portion  of  the 
interest  due,  or  to  become  due  thereon. 

When  I  ascertained  in  .January,  1839,  the  terms  on  which 
the  bonds  had  been  sold,  I  communicated  the  same  to  the 
Legislature  and  denounced  the  sale  as  illegal.  At  that  time 
only  two  millions  of  dollars  had  been  paid  on  the  bonds  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  By  a  Proclamation  I  sub- 
sequently issued,  the  sale  of  the  second  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  State  bonds,  delivered  to  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank, 
was  prevented.*  I  absolute!)' refused  to  execute  the  last  five 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  of  State  bonds  demanded  by 
that  institution.  These  decisive  measures  prevented  the  il- 
legal disposal  of  ten  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  of  State 
bonds,  and  will  convince  you  that  the  Government  of  this 
State  never  has  countenanced,  and  cannot  be  made  respon- 
sible for,  the  fraudulent  acts  of  the  Mississippi  Union  Bank. 

I  have  forwarded  to  your  address,  the  Journals  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  State,  for  the  years  1840  and  1841,  It  will 
afford  me  much  pleasure  to  forward  you  such  other  docu- 
ments as  you  may  desire.  I  am  anxious  that  the  bond  hold- 
ers should  be  possessed  of  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  is- 
suance and  disposal  of  the  bonds  sold  by  them.  Your  great 
experience  in  commercial  affairs,  no  doubt  has  made  you  fa- 
miliar with  the  principle  that  parties  contract  with  reference 
to  the  law,  and  that  in  a  constitutional  and  free  government 
every  act  of  a  public  functionary  is  merely  an  exercise  of 
delegated  power  entrusted  to  him  by  the  people  for  a  speci- 
fic purpose,  and  that  his  acts  are  the  acts  of  the  people,  only 
while  within  the  powers  conferred  upon  him. 
I  am,  gentlemen. 
Very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  M'NUTT. 
Messrs.  Hope  &  Co. 

Amsterdam,  Holland. 

{Mississippian. 

*  Vol.  IL  pp.  215,  246.       Vol  IV.  pp.  183,  273. 


Tlie  Rattle  Snake. 


CflAiiLESTowif,  (Va.)  July  29. 

This  venomous  reptile  is  now  rarely  to  be  seen  in  our 
country,  but  we  are  informed  that  one  of  enormous  size  was 
killed  a  few  days  since  by  Mr.  Patrick  Driskell,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Hardscrabble,  in  this  county.  It  measured  6 
feet  in  length,  and  5  inches  in  circumference.  Mr.  D.  was 
near  falling  a  prey  to  the  deadly  fangs  of  this  monster.  He 
was  engaged  in  hauling  in  grain,  and  hearing  an  unusual 
noise  at  his  heels,  turned  quickly  to  observe  whence  it  came, 
when,  to  his  great  surprise  and  alarm,  he  discovered  the 
snake  in  the  very  act  of  springing  at  him.  Fortunately  a 
tree  was  near  by,  behind  which  he  suddenly  retreated,  and 
thus  no  doubt  saved  his  life  ;  for  the  teeth  of  the  reptile  were 
at  the  same  moment  buried  in  the  bark  of  the  tree.  Mr.  D. 
giving  the  alarm,  the  hands  of  the  field  hastened  to  the  spot, 
when  by  the  aid  of  numerous  pitchforks,  rakes,  &c.  "the 
serpent's  head  was  soon  bruised."  It  had  nineteen  rattles 
and  a  button,  an  evidence  that  it  was  an  "  old  residenter." 

[  Press, 

Sixty  Days* 

A  wine  dealer  in  this  city  wrote  to  his  correspondent  at 
Oporto  to  send  him  a  pipe  of  a  particular  kind  of  >ery  fine 
wine.  The  order  went  out  by  a  steamer  to  Liverpool ;  from 
London  to  Lisbon  by  a  steamer ;  a  schooner  was  ready  at 
Oporto  for  New  York,  and  in  sixty  days  the  astonished 
dealer  was  presented  with  his  invoice  and  pipe  of  wine. 

From  tile  Rocky  Mountains* 

A  fleet  often  Mackinaw  boats  arrived  at  our  landing  this 
morning,  from  the  farthest  navigable  points  on  the  Upper 
Missouri,  and  the  Yellow  Stone,  with  about  20,000  Buffalo 
robes,  some  beaver,  Buffalo  tongues,  &c.  Some  cf  the  boats 
were  built,  two  thousand  and  three  hundred  miles  above  this 
city.  The  steamboat  Trapper  is  expected  in  a  few  days  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone.~>bV.  Loins  .Ga:. 
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Resources  of  Pennsylvania  and  Her  Credit. 

The  following  statement  is  contained  in  an  article  pub- 
lished in  the  Harrisburg  Intelligencer,  and  presents  various 
important  facts,  in  reference  to  the  Resources  and  Credit  of 
the  State. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  inhabited  by  1,724,033  free 
people,  industrious  and  enterprising.  In  1790,  the  number 
was  only  434,373. 

We  have  more  than  28,000,000  of  acres  of  land,  and  un- 
der better  cultivation  than  any  in  this  Union,  and  constantly 
improving.  It  is  worth  at  least  700,900,000  dollars.  We 
have  more  than  3i.0,000  houses,  worth  300,000,000  dollars, 
and  barns,  workshops,  stores,  furnaces,  forges,  factories  and 
mills,  worth  200,000,000  dollars  more.  Nor  has  our  public 
debt  been  contracted  for  nothing.  Our  railroads  and  canals 
extend,  not  only  to  our  coal  and  iron  mines,  but  are  design- 
ed to  connect  the  waters  of  the  great  Lakes  and  the  great 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  valleys,  with  the  waters  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  the  Chesapeake.  They  intersect  the  State  in  eve- 
ry direction,  from  West  to  East  and  from  North  to  South. 
Including  State  and  company  works,  we  have  more  than  one 
thousand  miles  of  canals  and  seven  hundred  miles  of  rail- 
roads, completed,  and  in  operation,  and  costing  more  than 
100,000,000  dollars.  Some  portions  of  these  works  are  not 
yet  profitable,  in  consequence  of  the  unfinished  links,  and 
yet  the  tolls  will  this  year,  on  the  State  works  of  about  700 
miles,  exceed  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  value  of  the  anthracite  coal  mines  upon  the  Schuyl- 
kill, the  Lehigh,  the  Swatara,  the  Wisconisco,  the  Shamo- 
kin,  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Lackawanna,  which  are  but 
just  beginning  to  pour  down  their  mineral  wealth  to  the 
markets  upon  the  ocean,  is  incalculable.  In  1820  the  trade 
commenced,  and  365  tons  were  sent  to  market,  from  the 
the  Lehigh.  In  1825  the  trade  commenced  upon  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  Schuylkill  canal  was  then  finished.  There  are 
now  about  55  miles  of  railroads,  branching  from  the  canal 
to  the  several  mines,  and  45  milesof  railroads  under  ground. 
About  eighteen  hundred  cars  are  employed  in  conveying  the 
coal  from  the  mines  to  the  canal,  and  between  eight  and  nine 
hundred  boats  are  used  in  conveying  the  coal  to  Philadel- 
phia. The  arrivals  of  vessels  annually  in  the  Schuylkill  for 
the  conveyance  of  Schuylkill  coal  to  other  States,  will  num- 
ber about  3100.  One  hundred  and  seventy  sloops,  schoon- 
ers and  barges,  arrived  in  two  days  last  week.  The  Schuyl- 
kill mines  will  this  year  produce  more  than  5U0,000  tons, 
and  the  other  anthracite  mining  districts  about  the  same 
quantity,  making  1,000,000  tons,  of  which  about  800,000 
will  be  exported  to  other  States. 

The  coal  trade  is  yet  in  its  infancy  and  increasing  rapid- 
ly. The  use  of  anthracite  coal  in  steamboats  is  taking  the 
place  of  wood  in  the  eastern  waters,  and  will  be  used  in  the 
steamers  of  the  Ocean  as  the  cheapest  and  safest  fuel.  It  is 
also  coming  into  use  in  driving  machinery  and  making  iron. 
The  mines  upon  the  Swatara  are  capable  of  producing  as 
much  as  the  Schuylkill,  and  so  are  those  of  the  Lehigh,  the 
Wisconisco,  the  bhamokin  and  the  Susquehanna  ;  and  the 
Schuylkill  is  capable  of  producing  four  limes  the  amount 
that  is  now  mined.  Improvements  will  soon  be  completed 
in  all  the^e  mining  districts.  What  then,  will  be  the  an- 
nual worth  of  the  anthracite  coal  of  Pennsylvania  that  will 
be  carried  upon  her  public  works  ! 

But  we  have  not  only  anthracite,  but  according  to  our 
State  Geologist,  more  bituminous  coal  than  all  Europe.  Our 
State  canals  intersect  this  bituminous  coal  field  in  all  direc- 
tions. All  Europe  contains  about  2000  square  miles  of  bitu- 
minous coal  land.  Pennsylvania  has  10,000  square  miles 
or  6,400,000  acres.  It  is  estimated  by  our  State  Geologist 
that  the  great  Western  bituminous  coal  field  of  Pennsylva- 
nia contains  three  hundred  thousand  millions  of  tons  .' — 
Ten  thousand  times  more  than  England,  Scotland,  Wales 
and  Ireland  ! 

This  vast  mineral  wealth,  without  the  public  improve- 
ments, would  have  been  dead  capital  for  ever.  According  to 
the  returns  of  the  County  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,  there  was  mined  in  1838,  in  Penn- 


sylvania, west  of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  more  than  2,000,- 
000  tons  of  bituminous  coal !  Not  one  ton  of  this  reached 
the  Atlantic  market.  About  nine-tenths  of  it  was  consumed 
in  domestic  purposes  at  home,  in  furnaces  and  rolling  mills, 
and  in  driving  machinery.  One-tenth,  or  2(JU,000  tons  were 
shipped  down  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.  What  this  trade 
will  be  when  the  great  valley  is  filled  with  population,  wealth 
and  refinement — when  Western  Pennsylvania  becomes  the 
manufacturing  dependence  of  the  Western  States— can  hard- 
ly be  conjectured. 

Nor  is  this  great  bituminous  coal  field  entirely  separated 
from  the  Atlantic.  We  have  abundance  of  bituminous  coal, 
the  nearest  in  the  United  States,  of  any  quantity,  to  Tide- 
water. The  Virginia  and  Maryland  mines  on  the  Potomac, 
are  from  180  to  200  miles  from  sloop  navigation  at  George- 
town. The  completion  last  year  of  the  Tide-Water  Canal 
from  Havre-de-Grace,  in  Maryland,  to  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nal at  Columbia,  has  this  year  for  the  first  time  opened  a 
navigation  for  the  bituminous  coal  of  the  Juniata,  and  the 
West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  Chesapeake.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  trade  will  this  year  reach  100,000  tons. 
The  amount  is  unlimited  which  can  be  sent  from  these  places 
on  our  canals  to  market.  A  railroad  has  been  constructed 
40  miles  long,  from  the  northern  end  of  our  coal  basin  to 
Corning,  on  the  Chemung  Canal  of  New  York,  leading  into 
Seneca  Lake. — 'Iliere  are  now  six  locomotives  and  between 
3  and  400  cars  on  this  road,  conveying  coal  from  our  Blos- 
burg  mines  into  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  quantity  of  iron  produced  in  Pennsylvania,  is  equal 
to  about  one-third  of  the  product  of  the  whole  Union.  Her 
iron  is  superior  in  quality  to  any  other.  According  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  John  Irvin  in  a  late  speech  in  Congress, 
we  had  in  1839,210  charcoal  furnaces  producing  98,350 
tons  of  pig  metal,  and  70,000  tons  of  this  was  converted  into 
bar  iron  by  forges  and  rolling  mills.  More  than  15,000 
workmen,  together  making  90,000  people  with  their  fami- 
lies, consume  annually  7,000,000  dollars  worth  of  agricul- 
tural produce  and  merchandise.  The  number  has  increased 
greatly  since  by  the  establishment  of  anthracite  furnaces. 

The  amount  of  bar  and  pig  iron  is  now  worth  about 
7,000,000  dollars.  According  to  the  returns  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  there  was  manufactured  in  1838, 
50,558  tons  of  castings  in  36  counties  valued  at  5,805,599 
dollars.  Add  estimated  value  of  cast  iron  in  16  counties,  at 
least  1,194,401  dollars,  and  the  amount  of  bar,  pig-and  cast 
iron  in  Pennsylvania  is  worth  1  4,000,000  dollars.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  Jersey  iron  is  made  into  castings  and 
rolled  into  bars  in  Philadelphia,  and  a  quantity  of  the  pigs 
of  Western  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky  are  made  into  cast- 
ings and  rolled  into  bars  at  Pittsburg. 

Having  now  glanced  at  some  of  the  sources  of  the  great 
wealth  of  our  State,  we  will  enumerate  the  following  items 
taken  from  the  returns  of  the  marshals  in  taking  the  late  cen- 
sus, from  the  returns  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  other  sources.  The  returns  of 
the  marshals  are  much  too  low,  owing  to  a  neglect  of  duty 
on  their  part,  and  the  great  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  them,  it  being  circu- 
lated for  party  purposes,  that  it  was  a  forerunner  of  direct 
taxation  by  the  General  Government.  We  have  however 
taken  these  returns  for  our  calculations,  in  most  instances. — 
The  amount  of  the  products  of  the  Dairy,  and  also  the  value 
of  lumber  annually  produced  in  Pennsylvania  is  so  mani- 
festly untrue  that  we  have  taken  the  returns  of  the  County 
Commissioners  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  as 
our  authority. 
Value  of  Land  in  Pennsylvania  including  mines,  (28,000,- 

OOOacres,) , S7u0,000,000 

Value  of  30'J,000  houses 300,000,000 

Value  of  barns,  workshops,  stores,  taverns, 

forges  and  factories 200,000,000 

1,700  miles  of  canals  and  railroads 100,000,000 

Total  real  estate §1,300,000,000 


Here  is  real  estate  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred 
tnUlions  of  dollars.   A  tax  of  three  per  cent,  upon  it  would 
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pay  the  $35,000,000  of  the  public  debt  of  Pennsylvania  in 
.a  single  year,  and  leave  in  the  treasury  §4,000,000  besides. 
The  personal  property  in  the  State  we  shall  not  undertake 
to  estimate.     We  select  the  following  items. 

Neat  cattle 1 ,146,41 8 

Sheep. , 3,396,43 1 

Swine. ., 1,450,531 

Horses  and  mules 338,565 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  annual  products  of  the  State.  We 
produce  one  sixth  of  all  the  wheat  in  the  Union. 

Bushels.  Value. 

Wheat 13,029,755 $13,029,765 

Rye 6,293,447 3,776,068 

Corn 13,696,619 6,846,309 

Oats 18,038,447 5,416,033 

Buckwheat 1,971,928 985,964 

Barley 178,100 106,650 

Potatoes 8,626,923 2,156,731 


61,855,250  $32,317,521 

Butter  sold  in  699  townships,  lbs.  8,291,835 
Estimated  sold  in  361  townships. .  3,808,165 
Butter  consumed  by  producers  . .   36,000,000 

50,000,000     12,500,000 

Cheese  sold  in  699  townships. . .  385,708 
Estimated  sold  in  361  townships  114,292 
Consumed  by  producers 1 ,500,000 

2,000,000       1,500,000 

Milk  more  than 1,000,000 

Orchards  and  gardens  more  than 3,000,000 

Beef  sold  in  699  townships,  lbs..    35,535,186 
Estimated  sold  in  361  townships  14,464,804 
Consumed  by  producers,  say  three- 
fourths 1 50,000,000 

200,000,000     14,000,000 

Pork  sold  in  699  townships,  lbs..    19,892,312 
Estimated  sold  in  361  townships  10,107,688 
Consumed  "by  producers,  say  four- 
fifths: .120,000,000 

150,000,000     10,500,000 

Mutton  and  veal  estimated 9,500,000 

Poultry  and  fish,  estimated 2,000,000 

Total  amount  of  food 86,317,521 

Hay,  1,1 99,963  tons 11 ,999,630 

Wool  3,076.783  lbs 1,230,713 

Lumber,  pipe    sawed    in    699 

townships  sold,  feet 238,511,400 

Estimated  in  361  townships 161,488,600 

iPstirpated  unsold 400,000,000 

800,000,000       8,000,000 
Unsawed   timber,  shingles   and 
staves  sent  to  market  in  699 

townships 342,068 

Estimated  sold  in  361  townships  157,932 

Estimated  consumed  at  home  . .        1,500,000 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  annual  products  of  the  State 
exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  one  per 
cent,  on  which  will  pay  the  interest  of  our  State  debt. 

The  State  has  laid  a  tax,  which  is  estimated  by  William 
B.  Reed,  an  intelligent  State  Senator  from  Philadelphia,  to 
produce  annually,  1,800,000;  more  than  enough  to  pay  the 
interest  on  our  debt.  The  tolls  on  our  public  works  will  this 
year  exceed  a  million  of  dollars,  which  sum,  will  from  year 
to  year  increase,  and  the  dividends,  from  Bank  Stock,  Auc- 
tions, &c.  will  far  more  than  defray  the  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment. Where,  then,  is  the  cause  for  alarm  or  despond- 
ency 1  Besides  all  this,  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  vivst  pass 
Congress,  and  Pennsylvania  will  be  entitled  to  a  tenth  of 
the  whole.  The  quantity  of  public  lands  to  which  the  In- 
dian title  is  extinguished,  after  deducting  the  reserves  to  the 
new  States,  and  which  remains  unsold,  exceeds  220,000,000 
of  acres,  and  the  quantity  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not 
yet  been  extinguished  exceeds  730,000,000. 

To  conclude,  who  does  not  feel  proud  of  this  picture  of 
Pennsylvania  1  She  has  all  the  resources  of  a  great  nation 
within  herself,  for  happiness  in  peace,  for  power  in  war.  She 
is  capable  of  maintaining  30,000,000  of  people  within  her 
borders,  of  feeding  and  clothing  them  herself,  and  making 
the  surrounding  States  her  tributaries.  Her  water-power 
upon  the  Susquehanna  and  her  hundred  branches^  upon  the 
Delaware  and  Schuylkill  and  their  tributaries,  and  upon  the 
streams  that  make  up  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela,  is 
capable  of  performing  the  labor  of  4u"o,000,000  men.  What 
her  steam  power  can  do  in  her  anthracite  coal  fields,  and 
upon  her  10,000  square  miles  of  bituminous  coal  lands,  let 
the  scoffers  at  her  credit  calculate.  She  paid  her  semi-annual 
interest  in  specie  on  the  first  day  of  August,  and  this  in  the 
very  crisis  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  before 
our  tax  could  be  made  available.  A  safer  and  better  invest- 
ment cannot  be  made  than  in  the  public  stocks  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. They  are  based  upon  rosources  that  will  be  perma- 
nent for  ever.  Those  who  depreciate  them,  are  either  ignorant 
of  iheir  value,  or  dishonest  enough  to  speculate  upon  the 
timid.  There  are  no  people  in  the  world  who  have  so  many 
advantages  and  so  few  burdens.  The  public  debt  is  a  trifle 
in  this  rich  and  powerful  Commonwealth.  We  can  pay  it, 
and  never  feel  the  burden.  Our  population  are  industrious, 
thriving  and  honest. 


2,000,000       2,000,000 
Other  agricultural  products 15,000,000 

Total  agricultural  products  in  the  State 124,547,864 

Value  of  pig,  bar  and  cast  iron 14,000,000 

Value  of  anthracite  coal  mined 5,000,000 

Value  of  bituminous  coal    "     4,000,000 

Value  of  cotton,  woollen,  iron,  leather,  hats, 

engines  and  other  manufactures — at  least. .      13,000,000 

Annual  products  of  Pennsylvania $160,547,864 


Milvvaukie  Lead  Trade. 

The  Lead  trade  of  Milwaukie,  says  the  Cleveland  Herald, 
bids  fair  to  be  an  important  item  of  Commerce.  The  "  dig- 
gings" are  about  eighty  miles  west  of  that  place,  and  the 
mineral  is  already  found  to  extend  over  about  25  miles  of 
country,  and  large  quantities  are  constantly  being  raised. 
The  Sentinel  says  Mr.  Corbin's  furnace  smelts  5,000  lbs. 
per  day,  which  is  brought  to  Milwaukie  and  shipped  to 
Buffalo  and  New  York.  From  20  to  30  teams  now  ar- 
rive weekly  at  Milwaukie  loaded  with  lead,  and  return  with 
goods,  &c. 


Catholic  College  at  Fordliam* 

A  Catholic  College  (St.  Johns,)  has  just  been  established 
at  Fordham  (on  the  Harlem  Railroad,)  near  New  York. 
The  situation  is  said  to  be  beautiful,  the  mansion  spacious 
and  elegant,  and  the  entire  farm  consisting  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  acres,  composed  of  the  richest  land  in  the 
county  of  Westchester — the  College  itself  being  In  the  midst 
of  a  noble  amphitheatre  of  majestic  trees.  This  is  the  only 
Catholic  College  east  of  Maryland. 


Oil  luiported  into  tlie  United  States. 

Importations  of  oil  into  the  United  States  during  the 
month  of  July  1841— Sperm  Oil,  7,497  bbls.  or  236,155 
gals.  Whale  do.  15,270  bbls.  or  481,005  gals.  Ships  9-t- 
Barques  2 — Brigs  3 — Schr.  1. 
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The  Creneral  Bank  IjSiw  of  Wew  York. 

The  following  letter  of  the  Comptroller,  giving  a  new  con- 
struction to  an  important  feature  of  the  General  Bank  Law, 
is  of  such  general  interest,  that  we  have  obtained  a  copy  of 
it  for  publication.  There  is  reason  and  justice  in  the  grounds 
taken  by  Mr.  Collier,  and  as  Laws  are  intended  to  be  based 
upon  such  premises  the  Comptroller's  construction  is  in 
harmony  with  the  objects  and  duties  of  Legislation  : — 

COMPTIlOLLV.u's  OfFICK, 


Albany,  30th  July, 


FFICK,    '} 

184L    5 


Dear  Sir — I  have  examined  the  several  acts  relating  to 
what  are  denominated  the  Free  Banks,  with  reference  to 
your  application  for  what  you  call  an  individual  bank  and 
have  to  answer : 

1,  That  I  am  of  opinion  the  restriction  in  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1840,  which  prohibits  the  commencing  of 
banking  until  securities  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  shall  have 
been  deposited  with  the  Comptroller,  applies  only  as  you 
contend,  to  an  "  association  of  persons,"  and  not  to  an  indi- 
vidual banker,  and  therefore,  that  the  Comptroller  would  be 
bound  under  the  general  provisions  of  the  act,  to  issue  circu- 
lating notes  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  current  market  value 
of  the  securities,  although  the  securities  deposited  should  not 
amount  to  $100,000. 

2.  I  find  nothing  in  the  act,  however,  that  authorizes  an 
individual  banker,  or  "  any  person"  as  distinguished  from  an 
association  of  persons,  to  assume  any  fictitious  name  as  the 
name  of  his  bank,  and  I  think  there  is  manifest  propriety  in 
requiring,  in  such  case,  that  the  circulating  notes  delivered 
to  such  individual  banker,  should  be  in  his  individual,  and 
not  in  an  assumed  name. 

The  obvious  intent  of  the  statute  is,  that  the  individual 
banker  shall  be  held  personally  liable  upon  his  circulating 
notes.  They  are,  it  is  true,  to  be  "  in  the  form  and  simili- 
tude of  bank  bills,'*  and  to  be  countersigned,  numbered  and 
registered,  and  are  to  bear  the  stamp  which  is  to  indicate 
that  they  are  secured  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the  act; 
but  the  holder  of  such  notes,  in  case  the  bills  are  not  paid  or 
redeemed  according  to  law,  can  resort  for  his  indemnity  not 
only  to  the  securities  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Comp- 
troller, but  to  the  maker  or  individual  banker  personally, — 
He  is  to  "  execute  and  sign  the  circulating  notes"  so  as  "  to 
make  them  obligatory  promissory  notes,  payable  on  demand 
at  his  place  of  business."  How  can  the  signature  by  his 
President  and  Cashier,  and  in  the  assumed  name  of  a  bank, 
be  deemed  a  sufficient  compliance  with  this  provision] 

If  "  any  number  of  persons"  associate  for  the  purpose  of 
banking,  they  are  required  to  file  a  certificate  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  the  office  of  the  ClerJi  of  the 
county,  specifying : 

1.  The  "  name  assumed"  to  distinguish  such  associations. 

2.  The  place  where  the  business  is  to  be  carried  on. 

3.  The  amount  of  capital  and  number  of  shares. 

4.  The  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  shareholders, 
and  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each. 

5.  The  period  at  which  such  association  shall  commence 
and  terminate. 

Such  associations  are  to  carry  on  the  business  of  banking, 
as  provided  for  by  the  act,  and  in  the  manner  specified  in 
their  articles  of  association,  and  to  choose  one  of  their  num- 
ber as  President  and  to  appoint  a  Cashier. 

All  contracts  made  by  such  "  association,"  and  all  notes 
and  bills  by  them  issued,  must  be  signed  by  the  President  or 
Vice  President,  and  suits  by,  or  against  them,  are  to  be  pro- 
secuted in  the  name  of  the  President,  and  a  judgment  against 
him,  can  only  be  enforced  against  the  joint  property  of  the 
association  ;  and  no  shareholder  of  "  any  such  association" 
is  liable  in  his  individual  capacity,  unless  the  articles  of  as- 
sociation signed  by  him,  shall  have  so  declared. 

The  annual  statement  too,  required  by  the  26th  section  of 
the  original  act  of  1838,  applies  only  to  such  "  associations" 
and  not  to  individual  bankers,  although  the  act  of  the  last 
session  in  tern;s  includes  individual  bank.ers.     Many  other 


of  the  restrictions  and  limitations  can  only  be  deemed  appli- 
cable to  associations. 

The  law  of  1841,  directing  the  manner  of  commencing 
suits  against  "  associations,"  has  no  reference  to  individual 
bankers,  and  suits  against  the  latter,  upon  their  circulating 
notes,  should,  as  I  suppose,  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  as 
against  other  individuals,  and  be  enforced  like  any  other 
private  demand,  the  holders  of  the  notes  having,  however, 
the  additional  remedy  against  the  securities  in  the  hands  of 
the  Comptroller — to  which,  perhaps,  a  Court  of  Chancery 
might  compel  him  to  resort  in  the  first  instance. 

These  several  j)rovisions,  which  are  thus  carefully  incor- 
porated in  the  several  acts,  having  for  their  object  the  pro- 
tection of  the  shareholders  of  "  associations"  from  personal 
responsibility,  and  giving  to  bill-holders  and  creditors  the 
means  of  ascertaining  who  the  shareholders  of  the  associa- 
tions, acting  under  their  "  assumed  names,"  are,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  manner  in  which  their  notes  are  to  be  executed, 
and  how  suits  by  or  against  them  are  to  be  prosecuted,  dec, 
and  making  no  similar  provision  for  the  cases  of  individual 
bankers,  carry  strong  evidence  of  the  intention  and  under- 
standing of  the  Legislature,  that  the  name  of  the  individual 
banker  would  appear,  upon  the  face  of  his  circulating  notes, 
and  that  the  circulating  notes  would  bear  his  personal  signa- 
ture. 

I  am  aware  that  a  different  construction  has  been  put  upon 
this  act,  and  that  circulating  notes  have  been  delivered  from 
this  department,  to  those  who  claimed  to  act  as  individual 
bankers,  and  who  assumed  the  name  of  a  bank;  but  having 
for  myself,  come  to  the  concltision  as  above,  I  must  act  in 
conformity  to  this  construction,  and  so  far  at  least  as  new 
applications  are  concerned,  the  circulating  notes,  hereafter 
to  be  issued,  must  be  in  the  name  of  the  individual  hanker. 
If  a  name  is  to  be  assumed,  it  can  only  be  done  by  comply- 
ing with  all  the  requirements,  and  subject  to  all  the  restric- 
tions by  law  applicable  to  "  associations." 

If  you  desire,  therefore,  to  avail  yourself  of  this  law  in  ob- 
taining circulating  notes  from  this  department,  and  to  com- 
mence the  business  of  banking,  under  its  provisions,  as  an 
individual  banker,  the  notes  must  be  prepared  and  issued  in 
your  individual  name  and  bear  your  individual  signature. — 
You  will  then  be  entitled,  upon  depositing  the  securities 
contemplated  by  the  act,  to  circulate  notes  equal  to  the 
market  value  of  the  securities  deposited. 

With  great  respect  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Collier. 
Albany  Evening  Journal. 


Tlie  Old  Dutch  Church  at  Bergen  In  Ruins* 

We  learn  from  the  Jersey  City  Advertiser  that  this  ancient 
and  honored  edifice,  in  which  the  Van  Horns,  the  Van 
Winkles,  the  Van  Ripers,  the  Vreelands,  and  the  other  wor- 
thy descendants  of  the  same  old  patriotic  race,  have  been 
wont,  for  generations  past,  to  raise  their  songs  of  devotion 
and  praise,  is  unroofed,  its  walls  dilapidated,  its  tall  spire  laid 
low,  and  its  desk  closed — but  closed  tor  a  short  season  only 
— they  have  been  called  upon  to  "  enlarge  the  place  of  their 
tent,  and  to  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  their  habitation," 
and  a  new,  stately,  and  more  commodious  building,  adequate 
to  their  large  and  growing  congregation,  will  soon  rise  from 
the  dust. 

Since  the  year  1664,  a  church  has  existed  at  Bergen.— 
From  that  period  to  the  year  1680,  the  worship  was  held  in 
a  private  dwelling,  but  in  that  year  the  first  temple  of  God 
in  the  County  of  Bergen,  and  probably  the  first  in  the  Colo- 
ny of  New  Jersey,  was  erected  there.  This  was  an  octago- 
nal building,  and  public  worship  was  continued  in  it  for  the 
space  of  93  years,  in  the  Dutch  language.  In  the  year  1773, 
the  building  now  in  ruins  was  erected.  And  so  regular  and 
permanent  has  been  the  ministry  there,  that  for  the  space  of 
three  months  only,  during  the  successive  generations  of  84 
years  past,  has  there  been  wanting  a  pastor  to  go  in  aiid  out 
before  the  people. — A*.  Y.  Sun. 
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Commerce  and  Navigation  ■vvitl*  France. 

[The  following  important  document  was  submitted  to 
Congress  by  the  President  on  the  4th  inst.] 

TuEAsunx  Departmknt,  7 
August  2,  1841.      5 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  in  reply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  requesting  you 
"  to  lay  before  the  House  any  communication  from  the 
French  minister,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relating 
to  the  commerce  and  navigation  with  France,  under  existing 
treaties,"  that  a  letter  was  received  on  the  17th  ultimo,  from 
the  minister  of  France,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed.  The 
memorial  therein  referred  to  was  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  minister,  transmitted  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  is  believed  to  be  still  in 
his  possession. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EWING, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  President  U.  S. 

Washington',     "} 
July  13,  1841.5 

Sir  : — I  have  received  the  letter  in  which  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  of  noticing  the  memorial  on  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  France  and  the  United  States,  which  I 
had  put  into  your  hands.  I  feel  gratified  to  know  that  the 
facts  stated  in  that  memorial  have  appeared  to  you  worthy 
of  interest  and  clearly  exposed  ;  and,  therefore,  learn  with 
the  more  regret,  that  they  are  not  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  that,  by  throwing 
some  light  on  the  questions  submitted,  at  this  time,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  this  memorial  might  induce  that 
House  to  modify  measures,  which,  should  they  be  adopted 
as  proposed,  having  a  tendency  probably  to  cause  a  sudden 
derangement  in  trade,  would  fail  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
this  Government,  and  unavoidably  compel  that  of  France, 
however  reluctantly,  to  adopt  measures  for  protecting  its 
onanufactures  and  commerce  against  injurious  consequences. 

This  consideration  alone  induces  me  again  to  ask  you,  sir, 
to  recommend  the  observations  contained  in  the  memorial  to 


the  attention  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  my 
desire,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  is  yours,  being  to  foster  and  pro- 
mote the  friendly  and  equally  advantageous  relations  sub- 
sisting between  your  country  and  mine. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

AD.  DE  BACOURT. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Ewixg, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Freiicli  Memorial 

On  the  commerce  and  navig'ation  between  France  and  the 

Uiiited  States. 

The  commercial  relations  between  France  and  the  United 
States  are  based  upon  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  the 
24th  of  June,  1822,  which  does  not  regulate  the  general 
duties  upon  merchandise,  but  only  the  discriminating  over- 
taxes, affecting  on  both  sides,  for  the  benefit  of  the  national 
flag,  the  shipping  of  the  adverse  party.  In  relation  to  the 
respective  products,  no  international  stipulations  provide  for 
their  rates  of  entry  or  exportation,  and  it  has  always  been 
referred  to  the  general  legislation  of  both  countries. 

From  these,  however,  are  excepted  French  wines,  on  one 
part,  and  American  long  staple  cotton  on  the  other,  conces- 
sions having  been  reciprocally  made  in  their  favor  by  the 
treaty  of  the  4th  of  July,  iBol. 

Excepting,  then,  these  two  articles,  the  situation,  as  re- 
gards the  commercial  stipulations,  consists  purely  in  the  re- 
peal of  the  discriminating  duties  imposed  upon  the  rival 
flags,  caused  by  the  direct  transportation  of  goods,  and  in 
the  perfect  equality  of  tonnage  duties  mutually  established 
at  the  identical  rate  of  5  francs  on  one  side  and  94  cents  on 
the  other. 

In  Washington,  as  well  as  in  Paris,  the  grievances  ex- 
pressed by  the  Federal  Government,  directly  or  through  its 
diplomatic  agents,  have  a  double  character. 

Some  rest  on  a  system  of  general  recrimination  against 
the  French  legislation  of  customs,  and  on  a  comparison  of 
the  advantage  derived  by  both  countries  in  the  course  of  their 
commercial  relations.  Others  relate  to  a  certain  number  of 
designated  articles,  such  as  cotton,  rice,  linseed,  tea,  indigo, 
and  tobacco. 

The  United  States  participate  in  the  general  commercial 
movement  of  France  in  the  following  proportion,  (amounts 
expressed  in  millions  of  francs :) 


Years. 

IMPORTATION. 

EXPORTATION. 

Out  of 

U.S. 

In  the 
U.S. 

Proportion. 

Out  of 

U.S. 

To  the 

U.S. 

Proportion. 

Average  for  10  years,  from  1827  to  1836. . 
1837 

480 
569 
657 

64 

87 
101 

13      per  cent. 

15.3  " 

15.4  " 

521 
514 
659 

94 

58 

120 

18      percent. 
11           " 

1838 

18.2       " 

Therefore,  the  Americans,  instead  of  taking  the  fourth 
part  (as  asserted  by  their  Government)  of  the  whole  of  the 
French  products,  only  take  the  sixth  ;  and  France,  in  return, 
receives  from  them  more  than  the  seventh  part  of  her  whole 
importation. 

The  year  1837  even  shows  a  result  entirely  the  reverse, 
as  the  United  States  only  took  the  ninth  part  of  the  French 


exportation,  while  France  received  from  them  more  than  the 
seventh  of  her  whole  importation. 

If  compared  together,  the  relative  amounts  of  this  double 
movement  of  the  French  commerce  with  the  United  States, 
during  the  period  of  twelve  years  above  stated,  will  be  found 
to  give  the  following  results : 
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Mean  for  10  years,  from  1837  to  1836. . 

64 

94 

.... 

30 

68 

100 

32 

1837 

87 
101 

58 
120 

29 

19 

100 

84.2 

66.6 
100 

33.3 

15.8 

1838 

1841.] 
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It  may  be  objected  that  the  advantages  which  these  tabu- 
lar results  seem  to  show  in  favor  of  France  are  still  increas- 
ed by  the  nature  of  the  exchanged  products,  since  those  sent 
to  France  consist  mostly  of  primitive  materials,  while  France 
sends  in  return  a  large  quantity  of  manufactured  articles. — 
But  it  is  important  to'notice,  according  to  the  above  table, 
that  this  last  circumstance  has  largely  contributed  to  insure 
to  the  American  exportation  its  almost  constant  and  regular 
increase  since  20  years  ;  that  the  only  decrease  in  this  ex- 
portation was  in  1831  ;  that,  in  1837,  it  was  33  per  cent, 
larger  than  the  French  exportation;  and  that,  from  1825  to 
1838,  it  increased  from  41  millions  to  101 — increase  equal 
to  146  per  cent. 

During  that  time  the  French  export  has  been  submitted 
to  the  most  abrupt  variations,  as  well  in  increase  as  in  de- 
crease :  from  1832  to  1833  it  went  from  58  millions  up  to 
107,  to  fall  down  again,  in  1837,  from  158  millions  to  58. 
The  158  millions  to  which  it  amounted  in  1836,  and  the 
120  in  1838,  but  particularly  the  first,  may  be  considered  as 
unusual,  being  in  a  great  degree  the  result  of  the  extraordi- 
nary impulse  given  to  the  commercial  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope by  the  establishment  of  local  banks  in  the  different 
Slates  of  the  Union,  and  the  facility  they  afforded  to  com- 
merce to  get  rid  of  their  own  paper.  And  this  impulse  may 
be  considered  as  the  source  of  all  the  losses  sustained  by 
French  commerce  in  the  liquidation  of  this  unusual  expor- 
tation. And  at  the  present  time,  as  in  1837,  the  re-action 
of  this  system,  again  felt  in  the  United  States,  vs'ill  create, 
and  has  already  created,  a  notable  reduction  in  their  impor- 
tations from  France  for  1839  and  1840.  Notwithstanding 
these  observations,  if  we  take  as  a  regular  term  of  compari- 
son the  amount  of  French  export  for  1838,  we  see  that,  since 
1835  to  the  present  moment,  it  has  only  been  increased  from 
91-  millions  to  120,  that  is,  28  per  cent. 

Moreover,  the  French  exportation  is  diminishing,  while 
that  from  America  is  in  progress,  and,  though  the  difference 
in  favor  of  France  be  still  15.8  per  cent.,  the  United  States 
have  in  fdct  derived  more  profit  than  the  French. 

But  it  is  important  to  mention  one  fact  showing  that  the 
difference  in  favor  of  French  exportation  is  far  from  being  a 
disadvantage  to  the  United  States  :  it  is,  that  most  of  the 
products  shipped  from  France  for  the  different  ports  of  the 
Union,  cannot  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can imports  from  France. 

Indeed,  if  we  take  the  amount  of  the  exportation  of  1838, 
though  a  better  one  might  be  used  to  strengthen  this  argu- 
ment, we  would  find  that  the  consumption  of  French  pro- 
ducts, amounting  to  120,000,000  francs,  for  a  population  of 
twelve  millions  of  souls,  would  make  the  annual  consump- 
tion of  articles  of  French  industry  or  production,  by  each 
inhabitant,  equal  to  1 2  francs,  while  the  whole  of  the  French 
exportation  to  Europe,  which  amounts  to  293,000,000  of 
francs  for  a  population  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  souls,  makes  the  consumption  of  the  same  products 
by  each  inhabitant  equal  to  only  1  franc  50  centimes. 

The  relative  wealth  of  the  American  consumer  does  not 
afford  a  sufficient  explanation  of  this  very  great  difference. 
A  sufficient  reason  for  it  cannot  be  found,  either,  in  the  state 
of  American  industry,  which,  in  fact,  is  very  far  from  stand- 
ing out  of  competition  with  that  of  Europe  ;  its  annual  pro- 
duction having  been  valued  at  no  less  than  §300,000,000. 
To  account,  then,  for  this  enormous  difference,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  admit,  not  only  (what  is  otherwise  ascertained)  that 
part  of  the  French  products  are  merely  deposited  in  the 
United  States  to  be  re-shipped  for  other  countries  of  the 
same  hemisphere,  such  as  Mexico,  Colombia,  Central 
America,  Venezuela,  Equator,  New  Grenada,  &c.  &c.,  but, 
moreover,  that  it  is  done  for  a  large  amount.  The  Americans, 
in  furnishing  out  of  their  own  imports  these  nations,  who 
possess  but  little  or  no  marine,  with  an  important  part  of  the 
products  of  France,  have,  besides  the  profit  of  navigation,  all 
the  benefit  of  the  commerce,  of  deposit,  and  of  transit,  and 
even  the  gain  on  commercial  speculation.  This  state  of  things 
is  very  unfavorable  to  France,  and  annihilates  the  advantage 
expected  by  her  as  a  consequence  of  her  treaties  of  com- 
merce and  navigation  with  the  new  States  of  South  Amc- 
xica. 


Another  grievance  expressed  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment, is  based  upon  the  assertion,  that  "  a  duty  exceeding 
50  per  cent,  is  levied  in  France  upon  the  primitive  materials 
coming  from  the  United  States." 

It  is  easy  to  show  how  erroneous  is  this  calculation. 

In  1838,  France  exported  to  the  United  States  about  16,- 
000,000  of  francs'  worth  of  natural  products,  and  about  104,- 
000,000  of  manufactured  articles,  amounting  in  all  to  120,- 
000,000. 

The  following  list  gives  the  principal  articles,  classed  ac- 
cording to  their  importance : 


FreTich  exports  to  the  United  States, 


Silk  goods 51,672,428"^ 

Woollen  goods 16,478,948  I 

9,430,278  f 


Francs. 


83,583,085 


Co'.ton         do 

Linen  do 6,00 1,431  J 

Wines,  spirits,  &c 10,496,000 

Worked  kids  and  gloves 6,165,000 

Vitrification 3,232,000 

Hosiery 2,2  1 1 ,000 

Millinery 1,751,000 

Fruits 1 ,220,000 

In  the  same  year,  1838,  France  received  from  the  United 
Slates  85,000,000  of  francs  worth  of  material  necessary  to 
industry,  and  more  than  30,000,000  worth  of  manufactured 
articles.     Altogether  101,000,000  of  francs. 

The  principal  articles  are  as  follow,  according  to  their  im- 
portance : 

Exports  from  the  United  States  to  France. 

Francs. 

Cotton 78,825,000 

Tobacco 12,1 68,000 

Palm-leaf  hats 2,514,000 

Pot-ashes 1 ,268,000 

Whalebones 1,006,000 

Common  timber 823,000 

Product  of  animals  and  skins 851,000 

Rice c 783,000 

The  duties  paid  on  the  whole  importation  amounting  to 
101,000,000  of  francs,  excepting  a  few  more  articles  of  no 
importance,  were  9,817,275  francs. 

So  that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  French  tari3"upon  Ame- 
rican products,  which  are  said  to  exceed  fifty  per  cent,,  are 
in  fact,  according  to  the  same  taritf,  less  than  10  per  cent. — 
And  if  the  same  calculation  be  applied  to  American  cotton 
alone,  it  will  be  found  that  the  duties  paid  upon  it,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  8,714,288  francs  are  not  more  than  11 
per  cent,  of  its  value. 

It  is  said  also  "that  the  products  of  America  are  generally 
submitted  in  France  to  an  over-tax  of  33  per  cent,  compared 
with  the  products  of  other  countries,  and  that,  while  Ame- 
rican commerce  is  thus  treated  by  France  so  much  more  un- 
favorably than  that  of  other  nations,  France  is  favored  in  the 
United  States  by  a  discriminating  duty  of  10  per  cent,  im- 
posed upon  articles  coming  in  competition  with  the  products 
of  French  industry." 

Far  from  there  being  even  the  slightest  appearance  of  dis- 
crimination in  the  duties  laid  by  the  French  tariff,  with  a 
view  to  give  to  the  products  of  any  nation  the  preference 
over  those  of  America,  the  French  legislation  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, very  favorable  to  the  importation  from  that  country. 

For  example  :  The  rice  from  Carolina  is  charged  with  a 
smaller  duty  than  the  rice  of  any  other  country,  even  that 
of  Piedmont,  which  (although  for  many  reasons  it  might  be 
favored)  pays  a  duty  of  6  francs,  when  the  first  only  pays 
one  of  2  francs  and  a  half. 

The  duty  on  American  cotton  has  been  brought  down  to 
20  francs  for  a  hundred  kilogrammes,  without  distinction  of 
quality,  while  cotton  from  other  countries  remains  submitted 
to  duties  of  25  and  30  francs. 

American  pot-ashes  pay  15  francs,  and  those  from  Rus- 
sia 18. 

No  distinction  is  made  between  the  flour,  the  timber,  the 
dye-wood  coming  from  any  ports  of  Europe,  and  those  im^ 
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ported  from  transatlantic  ports,  and  the  duties  are  of  no  im- 
portance. 

It  is  the  same  thing  for  turtle-shell,  on  which  the  duties 
are  regulated  by  the  quality,  varying  from  l"^  francs  to  25 
and  50. 

The  same  for  the  following  articles : 

Francs.         Centimes. 

•      Whalebone 30  00 

Fish  oil 8  ,  00 

Honey 5  00 

Wax  not  worked 2  GO 

Hides 4  00 

Palm  leaf  hats,  fine 75 

Palm  leaf  hats,  coarse 25 

But  these  articles  being  almost  all  that  constitutes  the  di- 
rect exportation  from  the  United  States  to  France,  it  is  easy 
to  judge  whether  the  French  tariff  deserves  or  not  all  the  ac- 
cusations charged  against  it.  It  is  sufficient  to  add,  that  all 
the  difference  of  duties  which  was  established  by  it  in  favor 
of  French  navigation  has  now  turned,  since  the  convention 
of  1822,  to  the  lienefit  of  the  American  flag. 

As  to  the  objection  representing  the  discriminating  duty 
of  10  per  cent,  levied  in  the  United  States  on  Chinese  silks, 
as  being  especially  established  in  favor  of  French  industry, 
and  as  relating  to  a  certain  number  of  other  foreign  products 
brought  in  competition  with  those  of  France  to  the  Ameri- 
can market,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  this  duty  only  weighs 
upon  one  article— the  silks  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  that  it  can- 
not be  said  to  be  favorable  to  France  alone,  as  it  is  also  pro- 
fitable to  the  exportation  of  silks  from  all  parts  of  Europe 
without  distinction  ;  that  it  has  been  established  less  with  a 
view  of  an  European  or  a  French  interest,  than  for  the  pro- 
tection of  certain  cotton  articles  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  which  could  not,  without  this  duty,  support  the 
competition  with  common  Chinese  silks. 

Therefore,  the  advantage,  which  France  whose  legislation 
of  customs  is  so  favorable  to  the  direct  importation  from 
America,  may  find  on  the  American  market,  are  but  the  re- 
sult of  measures  taken  without  regard  to  her  sole  interest, 
however  useful  they  may  prove  to  her;  or  the  price  of  con- 
cessions at  least  equivalent.  Among  these  may  be  especially 
classed  the  advantage  accorded  to  French  wines  by  the  trea- 
ty of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  for  it  has  been  bought  with  the 
renunciation  (stipulated  in  that  treaty)  to  the  French  claims 
relating  to  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1803,  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana.*  And  by  the  promise 
since  realized,  to  bring  down  the  duty  upon  long  staple  cot- 
ton to  equal  that  paid  upon  the  other  kind  of  cotton  directly 
imported  on  French  or  on  American  vessels. 

This  favor,  even  notwithstanding  the  ))rice  doubly  paid 
for  it  by  France,  has  become  more  nominal  than  effective  in 
consequence  of  certain  measures  since  adopted  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government. 

Among  the  special  grievances  expressed  by  the  United 
States  against  France,  we  have  already  mentioned  those 
against  the  duties  levied  on  cotton, rice,  linseed,  tea,  indiffo, 
and  tohiicco. 

It  is  easy  to  reduce  these  recriminations  to  their  proper 
value. 

Cotton. — The  difference  of  5  francs  in  the  duties,  which 
is  complained  of  by  the  Federal  Government,  is  but  a  just 
compensation  for  the  greater  value  of  American  cotton,  com- 
pared with  that  of  Turkey  and  Egypt;  this  difference  has 
not  at  all  been  established  with  a  view  to  protect  one  kind 
more  than  the  other,  and  the  results  show  it. 

Though  submitted  to  higher  duties,  (the  difference  being 
formerly  of  25  francs,)  the  importation  of  American  cotton 
has  increased  in  fifteen  years  (1818  to  1832)  from  7,fi59,400 
kilogrammes  to  27,383,000  ;  and  since  the  royal  ordinance 
of  the  IGth  of  June,  1832,  has  reduced  the  difference  to  5 
francs,  the  amount  of  the  American  cottdn  importation  has 


*  This  article  insured  to  French  shipping  all  the  advan- 
tages given  to  the  most  favored  nation  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
Territory  given  ii|5. 


increased  in  six  years  15,396,000  kilogrammes;  that  is,  of 
more  than  one-third,  having  gone  up  in  1838  to  43,780,000 
kilogrammes,  while  from  18J5  to  1838  the  importation  of 
Egyptian  cotton  went  down  from  7,665,000  to  2,352,178 
kilogrammes. 

But  a  most  important  fact  to  notice  is,  that  the  difference 
of  duties  in  favor  of  Egyptian  cotton  exists  only  when 
brought  in  French  ships  ;  and  of  this  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  no  right  to  complain,  when  the  equality  of  duties 
stipulated  in  the  convention  of  1 822  bears  exclusively  on  the 
importation,  under  both  flags,  of  international  products.  As 
to  the  duties  levied  on  Egyptian  cotton  when  imported  in 
vessels  of  other  nations,  even  of  Egypt  itself,  they  are  estab- 
lished in  such  a  way  as  to  constitute  a  premium  of  five  francs 
in  favor  of  the  same  product  from  America  when  brought  in 
American  ships. 

It  must  be  said,  also,  that  certain  circumstances — some 
permanent,  some  temporary — such  as,  on  one  part,  the  com-- 
petition  created  by  American  planters  against  each  other,  the 
progress  of  cultivation,  and,  according  to  General  Cass,  the 
progressive  diminution  of  prices  which  must  be  the  conse- 
quence of  it;  and,  on  the  other,  the  unusual  state  of  Egypt^ 
and  the  want  of  extension  in  the  cultivation  of  that  country ,- 
paralyzed,  as  it  is,  by  a  monopoly  leaving  no  hope  for  a  de- 
crease in  the  prices  to  be  equivalent  to  that  which  must  take' 
place  in  America — all  these  circumstances  must  necessarily 
insure  to  the  United  Slates  the  largest  share  in  the  supply 
of  cotton  for  the  French  market.  The  truth  of  this  is  fully 
ascertained  by  the  following  results  ; 

The  proportion  of  American  cotton  used  in  the  French 
consumption  is  estimated  at  about. 87.- 

That  from  the  East  at 10. 

And  that  from  other  countries,  including  places  of  de- 
posit, at 3; 

MO- 

This  shows  how  httle  the  Americans  have  to  complain  of 
the  competition  from  Egyptian  cotton,  and  how  little  reason 
there  should  be  to  take  away  the  entirely  nominal  advantage 
which  is  left  to  this  cotton,  since  (to  realize  the  promise  made 
in  the  treaty  of  1831)  the  duty  levied  on  American  cotton 
has  been  reduced  from  40  to  2U  francs. 

Rice. — As  regards  this  article,  the  American  complaints 
are  really  incomprehensible — the  tariff  being  altogether  fa- 
vorable to  the  American  produce. 

Rice  coming  from  the  ports  were  first  shipped  pays — 

Francs.  Centimes; 

If  from  the  United  States 2  50 

If  from  European  ports 4  00 

If  from  places  of  deposit 6  00' 

If  from  Piedmont,  direct  by  land. .  6  09' 

If  on  foreign  vessels 9  00' 

This  renders  it  evident  that  the  Carolina  rice  is  greatly 
protected,  if  compared  with  the  rice  from  other  countries', 
even  when  brought  on  French  vessels. 

Jyinseed. — This  article  has  never  been  of  any  importance 
in  the  commerce  of  France  with  the  United  Stales;  more- 
over, the  duty  of  5  francs  formerly  levied  on  this  produce, 
no  matter  what  country  it  came  from,  (excepting,  however, 
a  small  quantity  brought  from  Russia  for  seed,  which  was 
slightly  favored,)  has  been  reduced  by  the  law  of  the  2d  of 
July,  1836,  to  1  franc  when  imported  on  French  or  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  to  1  franc  and  a  half  when  brought  on  all 
other  foreign  ships,  from  any  country  without  distinction. 

Tea  arid  Indigo. — These  articles  are  also  of  little  conse- 
quence in  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries.  In  1 838,  the 
quantity  of  tea  brought  to  France  from  the  United  States  was- 
but  1,000  kilogrammes,  the  whole  value  being  less  than  20 
thousand  francs.  Of  indigo,  the  importation  does  not  ex- 
ceed 6  or  7  hundred  kilogrammes  a  year. 

Tobacco. — The  complaints  addressed  by  the  United 
States  against  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  French  Ad- 
ministration, touch  directly  the  right  possessed  by  all  nations 
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of  regulating  as  they  choose  the  elements  of  their  internal  re- 
venue. If  such  pretensions  were  admitted  upon  one  point, 
there  would  be  no  means,  no  reason,  to  repel  them  on  any 
other;  to-day  the  subject  is  the  monopoly  of  tobacco,  to  mor- 
row it  would  be  municipal  taxes,  &c.,  and  the  interna!  eco- 
nomy of  France,  as  well  as  all  means  calculated  to  act  di- 
rectly on  the  conditions  and  regulations  of  exotic  products, 
would  become  the  basis  or  the  pretext  of  constant  and  end- 
less aggressions. 

In  principle,  these  complaints  must  be  expressly  declined. 

But,  even  laying  aside  this  peremptory  consideration,  the 
complaint  of  American  planters  cannot  sustain  di.scussion. 

The  duty  imposed  upon  foreign  tobacco  by  the  monopoly 
being  after  all,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  levied,  but  a  duty 
of  consumption,  the  legitimacy  of  which  is  acknowledged, 
what  remains  to  be  examined  is,  how  far  it  restrains  the  con- 
sumption of  foreign  products,  in  the  interest  of  which  it  is 
incriminated. 

The  nature  of  the  tobacco  manufactured  by  the  "  Regie''' 
being  intended  for  different  classes  of  consumers,  the  inferior 
qualities  are  composed  of  the  indigenous  product,  while  all 
the  superior  qualities  are  manufactured  with  the  mixture  of 
American  tobacco.  The  increase  of  prices  created  by  the 
duties  has  no  restricting  action  on  the  habits  of  rich  consu- 
mers, for  whom  the  tobacco  from  the  United  States  is  par- 
ticularly designed.  There  is,  then,  in  fact,  no  loss  ;  for  these 
qualities  constitute  almost  all  the  American  product  import- 
ed. As  to  the  inferior  quality  which  is  produced  in  the 
United  States  as  well  as  in  France,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
conceive  how  the  Americans  could  claim  from  France  a  pro- 
tection for  their  interest,  when  that  same  protection  would 
oblige  France  to  the  sacrifice  of  her  own  interest  at  home. 

A  proof  that  there  is  no  loss*  for  the  United  States  is, 
that  the  consumption  of  their  tobacco,  which  forms  the  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  of  the  French  imports  of  foreign  tobacco, 
is  in  progress ;  the  amount  of  the  importation  of  1837,  which 
Was  the  largest  one,  having  been  exceeded  by  that  of  1838, 
as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  import 
in  France  of  foreign  tobacco,  as  well  from  the  United  States 
as  from  other  countries,  from  1828  to  1838  : 

Years.       From  the  United  States.      From  other  countries. 

Kilogrammes. 

87,232 

340,703 

184,668 

1,086 

2,389 

34,394 

129,518 

333,989 

337,799 

1,135,815 

1,229,819 

It  is  said  that  the  American  tobacco  does  not  find  under 
the  French  legislation  sufficient  conditions  of  equality  for 
its  sale.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  answer  this  assertion  other- 
wise than  by  noticing  that  the  agents  of  the  French  Admin- 
istration, coming  on  the  American  market  with  the  buyers 
from  all  countries,  pay  the  same  prices  as  the  others,  and 
necessarily  contribute  to  maintain  these  prices  by  their  com- 
petition, especially  when  it   is  known  that  the  wants  of 

*  To  illustrate  that  fact,  we  have  ascertained  that  the  con- 
sumption of  American  tobacco  was  far  from  attaining  in 
France,  at  the  time  when  that  branch  of  commerce  was  free, 
the  amount  to  which  it  has  now  reached.  During  the  period 
from  1806  to  1810,  under  the  free  "Jiegime,"  the  average 
quantity  introduced  every  year  was  but  2,742,029  kilogram- 
mes, while  that  average,  from  1826  to  1835,  went  up  to 
3,242,883  kilogrammes,  and  that,  in  the  ten  years  between 
1830  and  1840,  it  reached  6,249,627  kilogrammes.  It  must 
be  remarked,  besides,  that  the  free  "liegime"  existed  during 
the  French  empire,  when  France  had  a  much  more  extended 
territory,  and  a  population  much  larger  than  at  the  present 
time. 
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Kilogrammes. 

1S28 

952,851 

1829 

1,000,421 

1830 

4,645,288 

1831 

270,162 

1832 

2,053.936 

1833 

4,498,224 

1834 

2,792,180 

1835 

2,227,965 

1836 

2,747,819 

1837 

4,828,222 

1838 

5,290,750 

France,  which  can  be  estimated  in  advance,  increase  every 
year  in  an  obvious  projioition,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
variation,  which  is  in  no  way  a  consequence  of  the  monopo-' 
ly.*  But  still  we  can  show  that  the  monopoly,  far  from  re- 
straining the  sale  of  American  tobacco  in  the  French  con-" 
sumption,  is,  on  the  contrary,  favorable  to  it.  If  we  suppose 
for  one  moment  that  this  monopoly  be  abandoned,  it  must 
be  compensated  by  the  creation  of  new  custom-house  duties, 
causing  the  tobacco  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  all 
other  foreign  articles  of  consumption,  and  consequently  sub^ 
mitting  the  supi)ly  to  all  the  chances  of  commercial  competi- 
tion. Tobacco  would  then  be  like  tea,  {jepper,  cinvnmon, 
indigo  &c.  The  American  planter  would  find  on  the  French 
market  numerous  competitors  opposing  his  prices  and  con- 
ditions, instead  of  the  present  constant  and  regular  issue 
oflcred  to  him  by  the  enlightened  preference  given  to  him  by 
the  administration.  Moreover,  the  extinction  of  the  mono- 
poly would  enable  the  French  planter  to  produce  indigen- 
ous tobacco,  diminishing  so  much  of  the  consumption  of 
foreign  product.  In  all  conscience,  can  the  American  plant- 
er wish  for  such  a  change  1 

Finally,  a  last  complaint  is  made  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  relating  to  the  navigalioii  between  tfrC 
two  countries. 

Its  substance  may  me  expressed  in  the  following  words .' 

"  In  regard  to  the  navigation,  the  tonnage  duty  of  5  francs, 
viz.  94  cents,  established  by  the  convention  of  1822,  upon 
the  United  States  vessels  in  France,  and  upon  French  ves- 
sels in  the  United  States,  throws  into  the  hands  of  third  na* 
tions,  all  the  benefit  of  the  transportation  between  the  two 
countries,  because  the  flags  of  those  nations  paying  but  4 
francs  12  centimes,  consequently  derive  a  profit  of  88  cen- 
times, and  enjoy  in  the  United  States  the  advantage  of  a  frea 
entry." 

To  answer  this  complaint,  it  will  he  sufficient  to  designate 
the  consequences  of  the  convention  of  the  24th  of  June,  1 822, 
the  stipulations  of  which,  regulate  the  relations  of  navigation 
between  France  and  the  United  States.  But,  for  a  better 
appreciation  of  the  effects  of  the  convention  on  navigation,- 
it  may  be  useful  to  glance  over  the  effects  produced,  in  this 
respect,  by  the  different  regulations  at  previous  times. 

Three  distinct  periods  have  preceded  the  one  regulated  by 
the  convention  of  1822. 

The  first  period,  during  which  the  French  flag  paid  an 
over-tax  in  America,  while  the  United  States  flag  paid  none 
in  France,  was  that  which  preceded  the  law  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1816.  If,  during  that  period,  the  United  States  en- 
joyed alone  the  profit  of  the  transportation  between  the  twtj 
countries,  it  was  owing  not  onl}'  to  the  regulations  then  es- 
tablished on  both  sides,  but  especially  to  the  state  of  war  and 
the  laws  of  blockade.  Therefore,  no  comparison  can  be  based 

*  It  will  probably  be  useful  to  annex  here  the  following 
extracts  from  a  circular,  addressed  jMarch  SO,  1841,  by  J, 
H.  McHenry,  to  the  voters  of  the  second  congressional  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Kentucky : 

"  Agreeably  to  a  statement  which  I  procured  from  one  of 
the  oldest  tobacco  dealers  in  Henderson  county,  the  average 
prices  for  100  pounds  of  tobacco  at  Henderson,"  were  as  fol- 
lows : 


In 


1820... 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 4 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 


$■3  25 

In  1831 

3  00 

1832 

3  50 

1833 

3  25 

1834 

3  50 

1835 

4  75 

1835 

2  50 

1837 

2  25 

1838 

2  00 

1839. 

2  30 

1840. 

2  75 

$3  00 

3 

OO 

3 

75 

3 

50 

6 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

7 

OO 

The  average  price  for  five  years,  including  1824,  is  3  30, 
of  eight  years  from  1825  to  1832,  both  inclusive,  is  $2  84, 
and  of  the  remaining  eight  years,  is  $3  40.  During  the  se- 
cond period  our  high  tarilf  system  was  then  in  operation,  and 
the  price  of  tobacco  was  then  at  its  lowest  ebb. 
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upon  the  period  of  the  French  empire;  and  the  Americans 
were  wrong  to  consider  then,  as  an  acquired  right,  the  ex- 
clusive advantage  of  transportation,  when  they  possessed  it 
only  in  fact  and  as  a  neutral  power.  As  for  the  2  years, 
1814  and  1815,  the  French  commercial  maiine  was  not  yet 
organized ;  they  cannot,  then,  be  taken  as  a  term  of  com- 
parison. 

The  second  period,  that  which  immediately  followed  the 
law  of  the  28th  of  April,  1816,  is  the  only  one  that  can  be 
taken  as  a  starting  point,  for  with  it  began  a  more  regular 
order  of  things.  It  established,  in  principle,  a  difference  of 
duties  in  favor  of  the  French  flag  for  the  importation  of 
foreign  merchandise,  not  including,  however,  in  this  system, 
the  French  exports  proper.  Under  that  "  regime  "  of  dis- 
criminating duties,  the  share  of  France  in  the  transportation 
increased  yearly.  This  share,  which  was  nothing  previous 
to  that  period,  amounted  at  the  end  of  1817,  to  one-sixth 


of  the  whole  transportation ;  in  1818  it  was  one-fourth ;  and 
in  1819  nearly  one-third. 

The  third  period  was  that  of  the  reprisals,  by  which  France 
was  obliged  to  answer  the  aggressions  of  the  United  States, 
(the  last  5  months  of  1820,  the  year  182 1,  and  the  first  9 
months  of  1822.)  The  year  1821  is  the  only  one  oflering 
complete  results.  During  that  year  the  share  of  France  was 
a  little  more  than  one-seventh,  that  of  the  United  States  a 
little  less  than  two-sevenths,  the  remnant  to  the  other  flags. 

During  the  period  regulated  by  the  convention  of  l!-22, 
France  obtained  the  first  year  (1823)  but  a  little  less  than 
1-20.  But  the  event  of  a  war  with  Spain  must  have  had 
an  influence  on  this  result.  The  year  1824,  free  from  it, 
shows  a  slight  increase. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  shares  of  both 
countries  and  that  of  the  other  flags,  in  tonnage,  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  from  1825  to  1838: 


Sliare  of  eacli  flag^  in  tlie  ^eaieral  tonnage. 


Years. 


1825 

1826 

Mean  for  ten  years,  from  1827  to  1836 

1837 '. 

1838 


Amount  of  the 
general  tonnage. 


106,552 
151,250 
172,000 
210,338 
232,131 


French. 


13. 

10.4 
12. 
17.5 
13. 


PKOPOKTIOU  PEH  CENT. 


American. 


87. 

89. 

86. 

78.8 

85. 


Others, 


0.6 
2. 

4.7 

2. 


Aggregate. 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


So  that,  in  a  tonnage,  which  in  1838  is  nearly  three  times 
what  it  was  in  1816,  having  increased  from  86,842  tons  to 
232,136,  the  proportion  which  can  be  considered  as  the  usual 
share  allowed  to  France  by  the  convention  of  1822,  is  but 
12  to  13  per  cent.,  that  is  about  ^  of  the  whole  transporta- 
tion ;  the  remnant  belonging  almost  entirely  to  the  United 
Stales. 

This  convention  has,  therefore,  made  the  situation  of  the 
French  flag  worse  than  it  was  under  the  influence  of  the 
law  of  1816,  and  even  worse  than  in  the  time  of  the  reprisals, 
though  the  object  of  this  convention  was  as  it  was  said  in 
its  preamble,  to  regulate  the  relations  of  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  t~aio  nations,  in  a  manner  HEcipnocAi.LT 
advantageous  and  satisfactory.  But  this  is  the  more  worthy 
of  consideration,  because  the  sacrifices  imposed  by  this  treaty 
to  French  navigation  did  not  find  any  compensation,  that 
could  be  taken  in  account,  in  the  condition  made  to  French 
products,  since  this  condition  was  not  a  consequence  of  the 
stipulations  of  1822,  and  was  only,  as  it  has  been  proved 
before,  the  price  of  subsequent  concessions,  at  least  equal 
to,  or  merely  the  result  of,  general  measures  taken  without 
regard  to  French  interests. 

Yet  there  is  another  element  of  the  question  of  naviga- 
tion which  it  is  important  not  to  neglect,  in  order  to  get  a 
just  estimate  of  the  loss  sustained  by  France  in  this  respect; 
it  is  the  nature  of  the  products  entering  in  the  mutual  com- 
merce, and  the  share  that  seems  to  be  assigned  from  the 
bulk  of  these  products  to  each  party  in  the  respective  navi- 
gation, notwithstanding  the  reciprocity  which  is  the  aim  of 
the  convention. 

The  Federal  Government  pretended  that  the  tonnage  re- 
quired for  the  transportation  of  American  products  to  France 
was  four  times  greater  than  the  tonnage  required  for  the 
transportation  to  America  of  an  equal  value  of  French  goods, 
even  including  wine  and  brandy. 

The  French  Administration,  convinced  that  this  estimate 
could  not  be  correct,  and  wishing  to  know  exactly  the  real 
difference  existing  in  this  respect  between  the  products  of 
both  countries,  ascertained  from  numerous  and  decisive 
sources  of  information  that  the  difference  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
can products  was  in  the  proportion  of  2^  to  H. 

In  this  supposition,  the  relative  incumbrance  resulting 


from  the  hulk  of  the  French  products  requiring  but  a  little 
les^  than  a  third  of  the  tonnage,  viz:  about  31 .3  per  cent, 
the  share  of  France  in  the  transportation  should  not  ex- 
ceed the  equivalent. 

Therefore,  even  leaving  the  discussion  on  the  ground 
adopted  by  the  Federal  Government,  the  heaviness  of  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  French  navy  would  still  be  unques- 
tionable; for  the  share  of  France  in  the  general  movement 
of  transportation  being  but  from  12  to  13  per  cent.,  there 
would  be  still  for  her  a  constant  loss  of  from  18  to  19  per 
cent,  on  an  equal  value  of  exchanged  products.  To  this 
loss  should  also  be  added  the  portion  of  tonnage  that  ought 
to  be  secured  to  France  for  the  surplus  of  value  of  her  ex- 
ports over  her  imports. 

From  this  we  can  judge  of  the  spirit  of  inaccuracy  which 
characterizes  the  grievances  before  mentioned,  and  the  care- 
lessness brought  in  the  examination  of  the  facts  by  which 
they  are  supported.  But  another  thing,  quite  as  strange  as 
the  complaints  addressed  to  France,  is  the  motive  given  to 
them,  when  based  upon  an  alleged  encroachment  on  the 
transportation  by  the  flags  of  other  nations,  whose  share  in 
this  transporlalion  has  not  out-reached,  (as  shown  in  the 
above  table,)  since  fifteen  years,  the  insignificant  limit  of  two 
per  cent.  Moreover,  the  cause  assigned  to  this  encroach- 
ment is  no  more  correct  than  the  assertion  itself  and,  in  this 
respect,  it  is  equally  erroneous  to  suppose  that  the  American 
vessels  pay  88  centimes  more  in  France  than  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  (English  excepted,)  for,  to  the  4  francs  12 
centimes  of  ordinary  tonnage  duties  paid  by  other  nations, 
must  be  added  all  the  expenses  for  expedition,  permits,  pass- 
ports, and  pilots,  &c.,  which  exceed  for  foreign  ships  the  sum 
required  from  French  or  yimericari  vessels,  as  both  enjoy 
the  same  privileges. 

If  we  recapitulate  the  several  results  which  we  have  just 
had  occasion  to  state,  they  bring  us  to  the  conclusion  which 
we  have  yet  to  offer. 

1st.  v^s  for  commerce. — During  the  last  twelve  years 
from  1827  to  1838,  the  general  movement  of  merchandise 
between  the  United,  States  and  France  has  been  equal  to 
1,946  millions  of  francs,  that  is  an  annual  average  of  162 
millions. 
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During  12  years 
from  1827  to  1838. 

Annual  mean. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

Share  of  America,  or  intiDorts  into  France 

828  milliong 
1,118 

69  millions 
93 

42.6 
57.4 

Share  of  France,  or  exoorts  from  France 

Surnlus  in  favor  of  exDorts 

290 

24 

14.8 

But  this  difference  of  290  millions,  an  annual  mean  of 
24  millions,  say  14  per  cent.,  does  not  constitute  a  disad- 
vantage for  the  United  States;  for,  as  before  stated,  a  large 
amount  of  French  products  are  brought  to  the  United  States 
to  be  re-shipped  for  other  countries  of  both  Americas.  And 
this  amount,  which  is  at  least  sufficient  to  destroy  the  balance 
against  the  United  States,  is  a  certain  source  for  them  of 
very  important  profits.     Therefore,  a  fact,  which  can  be  as- 


serted with  truth  and  without  exaggeration,  is,  that  as  regards 
the  exchanges,  there  is  no  loss  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

2d.  £s  for  navigation. — During  the  same  12  years  the 
aggregate  tonnage  between  France  and  the  United  States 
(coming  in  and  going  out  united)  has  amounted  to  2,161,- 
000  tons,  giving  an  annual  mean 'of  180,000  tons. 


During  the  12  years 
from  1827  to  1838. 

Annual  mean. 

Proportion  per  cent 

Share  of  America 

Tons. 
1,841,000 
266,f00 
54,000 

Tons. 

153,000 

22,000 

4,500 

86.2 

12.3 

2.5 

Share  of  France. 

Share  of  other  nations 

2,161,000 

180,000 

100. 

If  we  value  in  the  above  proportion  the  difference  exist- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  the  respective  products,  the  share  of 
France,  in  the  general  tonnage,  ought  to  amount,  for  an 
equal  value  of  products,  to  a  little  more  than  one-third,  that 

is,  about 31.3  per  cent. 

But  the  French  products,  having  exceeded 
in  value  the  American  products  by  an  an- 
nual mean  of  24  millions,  or  14  percent., 
must  have  insured  a  proportional  increase 
of  tonnage  to  the  French  flag.  Calculated 
in  said  proportion  this  increase  would  be     4.5  per  cent. 

Therefore,  the  share  which  France  ought  to 

have  obtained  shou'd  be  equal  to 35.8  per  cent. 

If  compared  with  the  one,  she  has  obtained 

in  fact 12.3  percent. 


It  will  show  an  annual  mean  loss  for  her  of  23 . 5  per  cent. 


This  makes,  on  180,000  tons,  a  loss  of . . . 
And  if,  from  these  42,300  tons  we  deduct. 


42,300  tons. 
3,000  tons. 


Taken  out  of  4,500  forming  the  mean  an- 
nual share  of  other  nations,  (because 
their  share  is  about  two-thirds  of  the  go- 
ing out,  and  one-third  of  the  coming  in,) 

we  will  find 39.300  tons 

to  be  the  amount  which  to  the  detriment  of  the  French  flag, 
formed  the  annual  profit  of  the  Americans  during  these  12 
years.* 

3d.  As  for  the  legislation. — In  France,  no  sort  of  over- 
tax upon  merchanise ; 

Entire  reciprocity  for  the  flags; 

Privilege  given  to  American  products,  compared  with 
similar  products,  not  coming  from  French  colonies  or  from 
India ; 

Advantage  to  all  products  coming  from  the  United  States 
over  the  products  of  India,  not  brought  directly  on  French 
bottom. 
The  true  result  of  this  is,  as  has  been  seen, 

*  The  same  calculation  for  1838  shows  a  loss  for  the 
French  flag  of  46,0S9  tona. 


Equality  of  advantages  in  the  exchange  of  products;  ab- 
sorption, almost  total,  of  the  navigation,  by  the  American 
flag;  such  is  the  situation. 

Such  being  the  state  of  things,  ought  the  United  States 
to  express  any  reproach,  or  threaten  to  raise  the  duties  on 
French  products'? 

The  answer,  it  seems,  is  easy  to  give.  And  all  that  re- 
mains to  be  added  to  the  considerations  exposed  in  the  pre- 
sent note,  is,  that  France,  in  permitting,  as  she  has  done 
until  now,  the  convention  of  1822  to  subsist,  (this  conven- 
tion giving,  in  fact,  the  seven-eighths  of  the  transportation, 
in  the  intercourse,  to  the  American  flag,)  has  sacrificed  the 
interest  of  her  navigation  to  the  advantage  which  her  com- 
merce might  derive  from  the  progressive  importance  of  the 
markets  opened  to  her  products,  of  all  kinds,  in  the  United 
States.  The  commercial  relations  between  the  two  nations 
can  be  maintained,  in  a  manner  useful  to  both,  in  this  sort 
of  balance  between  the  advantages  granted  to  the  American 
navigation,  and  those  devolved  to  French  products.  But 
any  modification  altering  the  commeixial  advantages,  which, 
alone,  have  caused  the  concessions  made  by  France  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Union,  and  which,  alone,  can  allow  the 
continuation  of  these  concessions,  would  evidently  authorize 
the  French  Government  to  withdraw  favors  which,  given  at 
her  detriment,  would  have  no  more  compensation. 

The  French  Government  will,  then,  await  with  calmness 
the  result  of  the  discussions  which  the  tariff  maj'  raise  in 
Congress.  But  it  would  see  itself,  although  with  regret, 
bound  to  adopt  defensive  measures,  should  this  result  alter 
the  present  state  of  the  commercial  relations  between  Franco 
and  the  United  States. 

Pfashington,  February  1, 1841. 


Since  the  completion  of  the  above  remarks,  new  publica- 
tions have  afforded  the  means  of  collecting  more  recent  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  year  1839. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1839,  (Doc.  No.  251,  26lhCon..  IstSess.  p.  274  ) 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  France  presents  for 
the  commercial  year  ending  September  30,  1839,  the  follow- 
ing general  results  : 
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Exports  from  the  United  Slates  to  France  . . 
Exports  from  France  to  the  United  States  . . , 


.$18,230,949  I 
.$32,531,321 

These  amounts,  the  correctness  of  which  is  published  in 
the  United  States,  can  give  an  idea  of  the  mass  of  merchan- 
dise going  out  of  each  of  the  two  countries  destined  for  the 
other;  but  can  tliese  amounts  gives  true  appreciation  of  the 
value  and  origin  of  the  commercial  exchanges  between  the 
two  countries  ? 

It  is  necessary  to  remark  on  that  point  that,  in  the  thirty- 
two  millions  of  exportation  from  France  to  the  United  States, 
are  included  the  numerous  foreign  products  which  only  pass 
through  France  :  such  as  the  silks  from  Switzerland  and 
Italy ;  and  even  those  which  come  from  the  ports  of  the 
North  sea  are,  for  instance,  carried  from  Hamburg  to  Havre; 
and  merely  touch  the  soil  of  France  to  be  almost  immediate- 
ly, after  their  landing,  re-shipped  in  American  packets. 

For  the  Doc.  No.  251,  published  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, no  mention  wliatever  is  made  of  this  circumstance, 
although,  in  the  same  document,  the  exportation  from  the 
Unified  States  is  carefully  divided  into  two  distinct  parts : 
domestic  produce  and  foreign  produce.  For  France,  says 
this  document,  the  exportation  from  the  United  States  of 
foreign  produce  amounted  to  $2,264,841  ;  the  exportation 
of  domestic  produce  amounted  to  $15,966,108.  This  last 
amount,  alone,  is  then  to  be  considered  as  forming,  at  the 
exportation  from  the  United  States,  the  American  part  of  the 
commercial  exchanges  between  the  two  countries. 

The  question  now  is  to  know  what  will  be  the  French 
part  in  the  exportation  from  France  to  the  United  States. — 
Will  it  be  correctly  indicated  by  the  sum  of  $32,531,321 
stated  in  the  American  document  '     Evidently  not. 

This  amount  gives  the  whole  value  of  all  the  products 
brought  from  France;  it  must  therefore,  like  the  amount  of 
the  American  exportation,  be  divided  into  two  distinct  parts 
— drmestic  produce  and  foreign  produce.  On  this  subject 
the  Treasury  document  is  altogether  silent ;  but  where  this 
docu-m^nt  says  nothing,  the  official  report  of  the  French 
customs  will  furnish  the  means  of  making  a  proper  division 
of  the  French  exportation  to  the  United  States.  The  French 
statement  does  not  entirely  correspond,  it  is  true,  with  the 
American  Treasury  report;  l>ut  it  cannot  be  otherwise,  as 
the  two  reports  embrace  a  different  period  of  time.  In  the 
statement  of  France  the  fiscal  year  runs  from  the  1st  of 
January  to  the  31st  of  December,  1859,  while,  in  the  Ame- 
rican document,  the  same  fiscal  year  runs  from  the  30th  of 
September,  1838,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1839. 

In  the  year  1839  a  recrudescency  took  place  in  the  general 
commercial  movement  between  the  two  countries,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  exportation  from  France  to  the  United  States. 
The  last  quarter  of  1839,  which  in  the  French  statement  is 
a  part  of  the  fiscal  year  1839,  is  the  very  one  during  which 
the  exportation  of  American  products  is  seen  to  stop,  whilst 
the  importation  of  French  products  in  the  United  States  be- 
comes very  extensive.  In  the  American  system,  this  quar- 
ter will  be  part  of  the  fiscal  year  1840,  particularly  favorable 
to  the  American  exportation,  and  during  which  the  balance 
in  the  general  commerce  amounted  to  27  millions  of  dollars 
in  favor  of  the  United  States, 

It  is,  then,  impossible  to  draw  a  close  comparison  between 
the  documents  of  the  two  countries,  but,  in  the  different 
statements  of  the  French  report  for  1839,  it  is  easy  to  find 
tlie  proportion  existing  in  the  exportation  from  France  to 
the  United  States,  between  the  French  and  the  foreign  pro- 
ducts. The  French  document  (page  23)  makes  the  expor- 
tation from  France  to  the  United  States  amount,  in  1839,  to 
2J4  millions  francs  ;  and  at  page  25  it  states  that  out  of  this 
ihere  was  but  120  millions  of  French  products. 

li  is  evident  that  the  proportion  looked  for  in  the  expor- 
tation from  France  to  the  United  States,  between  the  do- 
mestic and  the  foreign,  products,  has  been  like  54  to  46 — 
otherwise,  that  54  per  cent,  only  of  the  whole  products  sent 
from  France  to  the  United  States  are  French  products,  when 
46  per  cent.  &k  foreign. 

This  fact  once  acknowledged,  let  us  go  back  to  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  complete  tiic  indica- 
tions given  it. 


This  report  says  that,  during  the  year  1839,  the  general 
exportation  from  the  United  States  to  France  amounted  to 
$18,230,949,  of  which  12^  per  cent,  were 

foreign  produces §  2,264,841 

And  872  P^r  cent,  were  American  produces        15,966,1U8 

$18,230,949 


The  general  exportation  from  France  to  the 

United  Stales  was  $32,531,321,  of  which 

46  per  cent,  in  foreign  products $14,964,408 

And  54  per  cent,  in  French  products 17,566,913 


$32,531,321 


In  recapitulating,  we  find  that  the  exportation 
in  products  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the 
United  States  to  France  has  been $15,966,108 

And  that  the  exportation  in  products  of  the 
soil  or  industry  of  France  to  the  United 
Stales  has  been 17,566,913 

Leaving  a  balance  of. $  1 ,600,805 

in  favor  of  France,  instead  of  one  of  $14,300,372,  which  at 
first  seems  to  be  the  true  one. 

Such  a  result  may  appear  surprising  to  the  Americans, 
who  have,  in  general,  but  a  slight  idea  of  the  importance  of 
the  commerce  of  transit  carried  on  between  the  ports  of 
France  and  those  of  the  United  States,  on  American  ships ; 
and  this  even  for  articles  bearing  the  most  successful  com- 
petition with  the  products  proper  to  France.  The  increase 
of  this  commerce  of  transit  is  such  as  to  command  the  min- 
ute attention  of  those  who  wish  to  appreciate  correctly  the 
general  results  of  the  particular  commerce  of  France  with 
the  United  States. 

We  shall  dwell  for  a  moment  on  one  point  only  of  this 
question,  and  endeavor  to  reduce  to  its  proper  value  the  prin- 
cipal objection  raised,  especially  lately,  in  the  United  States 
against  the  French  silks. 

"  The  importation  to  the  United  States  of  French  silks," 
it  is  said,  "  amounted,  in  1839,  to  15  millions  of  dollars. — 
These  silks  are  admitted  free  of  duty  ;  it  is  an  immense  ad- 
vantage given  by  the  United  States  to  France,  who  profits 
exclusively  by  this  free  entry.  Therefore,  whether  this  ex- 
emption of  duties  be  maintained  for  French  silks,  or  whether 
in  the  new  American  tariff  these  silks  be  submitted  to  a  small 
duty,  they  will  not  cease  to  be  the  object  of  a  special  favor 
accorded  to  them  alone ;  and  France  should  acknowledge 
such  an  advantage  by  the  concession  of  analogous  favors  in 
her  tariff." 

Such  it  seems  to  us,  is  the^ objection  in  its  strongest  light ; 
and,  as  it  has  been  repealed  so  often  since  a  few  years,  let 
us  examine  with  what  foundation. 

It  is  evident  that  those  who  brought  forward  such  an  ob- 
jection, and  who  support  it,  are  not  informed  of  the  fact  that 
the  silks  coming  from  France  to  the  United  States  are  not 
all  French  ;  or  it  is  evident  that  they  are  not  aware  in  what 
proportion  the  foreign  silks  enter  into  the  French  exports  to 
the  United  States.  For  it  is  well  ascertained  that,  during 
the  year  1839,  55^  per  cent,  of  the  silks  exported  from 
France  to  the  United  States,  where  they  were  received  for 
French  silks,  were  the  product  of  other  countries,  and  from 
which  France  derived  but  a  slight  profit  on  the  price  of  their 
transportation  through  her  territory,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Americans  made  a  profit  on  the  freight  of  their  packets 
which  were  exclusively  employed  in  that  trade. 

Thus,  in  this  importation  of  1839,  which  is  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
to  amount  to  $15,000,0J0,  from  September,  1838,  to  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  and  in  the  report  of  the  French  customs  to 
104,391,161  francs  from  January,  1839.  to  January,  1840, 
France  can  only  acknowledge  as  being  French  products  44^ 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  sum.* 

*  In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  exports 
brought  from  Switzerland,  in  transit,  through  the  territory 
of  France,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  (as  for  as  silks  are  con- 
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This  fact,  leads  us.  naturally,  to  examine  if  the  silk  ques- 
tion can  be  considered  as  one  affecting  France  alone,  as  the 
Americans  pretend  it  does,  when  they  require  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  France  alorie  for  the  consumption  of  all  Eu- 
ropean silks  entering  the  country. 

In  the  Doc.  No.  251,  26th  Con.,  1st  Sess.,  p.  24,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  column  headod  "Silhsfrom  other  places  than 
India,  will  be  found  a  total  amounting  to  $19,030,785,  for 
silks  imported  in  the  United  States.  In  that  sum,  $15,191,- 
6(51  are  stated  to  be  the  amount  of  the  French  products  in- 
cluded in  that  category.  If  we  deduct  from  this,  the  55^ 
per  cent,  constituting  the  part  of  foreign  silks  brought  from 
France  merely  in  transit,  and  upon  which  she  made  no  com- 
mercial profit,  $6,800,0'J0  only  will  be  left  to  represent  the 
part  of  the  products  actually  French.     Finally,  then,  in  the 


down  to  $10  a  ton,  the  product  of  navigation  being  $1,4 19,- 
800,  it  would  yet  be  sufficient  to  render  insignificant  a  de- 
finitive balance  of  $181,005  in  favor  of  France,  especially 
in  a  year  so  exceptional  as  that  of  1839. 

We  must  however  notice  that  the  rate  of  1^  per  cent, 
paid  at  New  Orleans  during  the  last  two  years  for  freight  to 
the  ports  of  France  being  taken  as  an  average,  and  the  rate 
of  $'20  per  hhd.  of  tobacco,  paid  for  freight  to  the  same  des- 
tination, being  also  taken  as  an  average  of  last  year's  prices, 
for  7,0u0  hhds.  of  Kentucky  tobacco  which  did  not  employ 
more  than  4,500  tons,  permit  us  to  suppose  that  there  is  no 
exaggeration  in  estimating  the  freight  at  $12  a  ton. 

It  will  not  be  useless,  before  we  end  this  note,  to  refute 
an  objection  often  raised  against  the  first  part  of  it  during 
the  last  session  ol  Congress.  It  was  contended  that  the  facts 


importation  of  European  silks,  France  only  comes  in  for  less  stated  in  this  document  ought  not  lo  have  been  introduced 
than  37i  per  cent.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  France  is  not  before  an  American  Congress,  because  they  evidently  came 
the  only  country  deriving  profit  from  the  exemption  of  duty  !  from  a  French  source. 

on  silks.  And  it  is  doubly  wrong  to  consider  the  discrimi-  1  It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  a  very  singular  objection  : 
nating  duties  laid  on  Chinese  silks  as  a  favor  accorded  Xo  the  ^  that  truth  should  not  be  admitted  because  it  arises  from  a 
French  silks  exclusively.  It  has  been  proved  above,  (p.  6,)  :  French  source.   Is  not  truth  always  useful,  whatever  source 


this  discriminating  duty  had  been  established  to  favor  the 
manufactories  of  the  New  England  States  ;  and  we  prove 
now,  it  seems  to  us,  that  if  this  duty  favors  the  silks  coming 
from  this  side  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  French  silks 
are  far  from  being  alone  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  advantage. 
The  proportion  of  the  commerce  of  transit,  in  the  French 
exportation  to  the  United  States  being  thus  ascertained,  let 
us  establish  the  true  commercial  position  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, by  repeating  that, during  the  American  fiscal  year  1839, 
The  exportation  from  the  United  States  to 

France  in  domestic  produce  amounted  to     $15,966,108 
And  that  the  exportation  from  France  to  the 
United  States  in  domestic  produce  amount- 
ed to    isntt-,  .  ,  ,.  , 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  France  of. 


17,566,913 

§1,600,805 


it  may  come  from  1 

Although  this  last  observation  is  sufficient  to  reduce  the 
above  objection  to  its  proper  value,  we  will  add  that  the 
statements  contained  in  this  note  have  not  been  presented  in 
a  view  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  exclusively  useful 
to  France.  On  the  contrary,  the  intention  has  been  to  con- 
vince all  liberal  and  enlightened  minds  that  the  commer- 
cial relations  now  existing  between  France  and  the  United 
States  are  established  on  a  footing  of  reciprocity  equally  ad- 
vantageous to  both  countries.  There  is  certainly  nothing 
hostile  in  this.  There  is  nothing  hostile  either  in  adding  the 
expression  of  a  desire  that  no  alteration  should  take  place  in 
the  state  of  those  relations. 

Far  from  pretending  to  restrain  the  sovereign  right  pos- 
sessed by  the  United  States  to  regulate  their  internal  legis- 
lation, France  in  this  very  document  claims  the  same  right 
for  herself. 

France  says  to  the  United  States :  "  I  have,  on  many  oc- 


We  will  now  endeavor  to  show  that  the  profits  made  upon 
the  freight  by  the  Americans,  modified  this  commercial  ba-  \  casions,  proved  to  you  that  I  was  a  useful  friend,  always 
lance  in  such  a  way  as  to  create  a  positive  reciprocity  in  the  ready  to  fulfil  his  promises;  our  commercial  relations  are 
advantages  derived  by  each  of  the  two  countries  from  their  now  equally  advantageous  to  both  of  us ;  avoid  then  making 
commercial  intercourse.  .  !  any  alteration  lo  their  basis,  for  I  might  find  myself  obliged. 

The  transportation  of  exchanged  products  between  France    in  order  to  satisfy  the  complaints  of  those  who  would  sutler 
and  the  United  States  employed  in    1839,   (see  pages  274  ,  from  the  changes  in  your  legislation,  to  adopt,  much  to  my 


and  275  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  docU' 
ment  251,)  223,552  tons.  Out  of  these,  182,766  tons  be- 
longed to  the  United  States,  and  40,786  only  to  France  and 
other  countries. 

Estimating  the  freight  at  $12  a  ton,  the  United  States 
would  have  realized  a  profit  of  $2,193,192,  and  France,  to- 
gether with  other  nations,  one  of  $489,432,  leaving  a  differ- 
ence of  $1,703,760,  which  amply  covers  the  balance,  purely 
commercial,  of  $1,600,805,  standing  against  the  United 
States.  If  the  freight  was  thought  too  high  at  $12  a  ton, 
let  it  be  rated  at  $11 — the  difference  would  still  be  $1,561,- 
780  in  favor  of  the  United  States.     Were  it  even  brought 

cerncd,)  during  the  year  1839  the  French  entrepots  have 
received  from  Switzerland,  to  be  re-exported,  87,239  kilo- 
grammes of  silk  goods,  exceeding  in  value  francs  9,500,000 
And  197,572  kilogrammes  of  silk  ribbons,  ex- 
ceeding in  value 23,500,000 


francs  33,000,000 


These  amounts  are  taken  from  the  general  statement  of 
the  commerce  of  France  for  1839,  pages  497,  493,  499, 
{^tableau  general  du  commerce  de  France  pour  1839.) 

It  is  curious  to  notice  that  while  the  statements  for  1839, 
on  the  commerce  of  transit,  show  an  exportation  from  Swit- 
zerland to  France  of  197,572  kilogrammes  of  silk  ribbons, 
exceeding  the  value  of  23,500,000  francs,  the  same  state- 
ments also  show  an  exportation  from  France  to  the  United 
States  of  196,083  kilogrammes  of  silk  ribbons,  exceeding 
the  value  of  23,000,000  francs  coming  from  foicign  coun- 
tries. 


regret,  measures  prejudicial  to  your  interest." 

We  leave  it  to  impartial  minds  to  decide  if  this  is  not  the 

language  of  a  sincere  and  faithful  ally. 
Washington,  June  1st,  1841. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  of  the  2d  of 
this  month,  having  proposed  to  Congress  that  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  should  be  imposed  on  all  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  4th  section  of  the  Compromise  Act  of  the  2d 
of  March,  1833,  it  becomes  necessary  to  add  a  few  words  in 
order  to  state  exactly  the  new  situation  in  which  France 
would  be  placed  if  the  proposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  to  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

By  the  article  7  of  the  convention  of  the  4th  of  July,  1831, 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  the  United  States 
have  taken  the  engagement  that  the  wines  of  France  should 
be  imported,  during  10  years,  into  the  Union  on  a  more  fa- 
vorable footing  than  they  previously  were.  In  return  of 
this  favor,  France  not  only  abandoned  the  claims  which  she 
had  to  make  on  account  of  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  for 
the  cession  of  Louisiana,  but  consented  to  biing  down  the 
duties  levied  on  long-staple  cotton  so  as  to  make  them  equal 
lo  the  duties  imposed  on  other  cotton. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1840,  the  United  States  conclud- 
ed with  Portugal  a  treaty,  the  third  article  of  which  leaves 
no  doubt  that  the  advantages  accorded  to  French  wines  in 
the  United  States  are  to  cease  from  February  next. 

This  state  of  things,  so  unfavorable  to  the  French  com- 
merce, would  be  so  much  aggravated  by  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  it  would 
become  impossible  for  the  French  Government  to  resist,  at 
the  same  time,  the  complaints  raised  by  the  French  ship- 
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owners  against  the  convention  on  navigation  of  1822  ;  those 
of  the  wine  dealers  against  the  consequences  of  the  treaty 
with  Portugal ;  and  those  of  the  French  manufacturers 
against  the  duties  imposed  upon  their  products.  The  French 
Government  would  tind  itself,  it  is  here  repeated  with  the 
most  sincere  regret,  in  the  absolute  necessity  of  setting  aside 
the  convention  of  1822,  and  to  rescind  the  reduction  of  50 
per  cent,  granted  to  the  long-staple  cotton  of  the  United 
(States,  since  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  July,  1831. 

Whatever  may  be  the  price  attached  by  France  to  the 
preservation  of  her  good  relations  with  the  United  States, 
the  French  Government  could  not  prevent  the  withdrawal 
of  the  concessions  with  which  France  paid  the  advantages 
ofl'ered  to  her  commerce  in  the  markets  of  ihe  Union,  so 
soon  as  these  advantages  would  not  only  be  withdrawn  by 
the  contended  alterations  in  the  American  legislation,  but 
even  replaced  by  measures  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
French  products  imported  into  the  United  States. 

June  10,  1841. 


CIRCUIiAR. 

Attornkt  General's  Office, 
Philadelphia,  August  10,  1841. 
To  the  Several  Deputy  Attoriieys  General,  of  the  respec- 
tive counties  of  the  Common-Health  of  Pennsylvania, 
It  has  recently  been  communicated  to  me,  from  various 
parts  of  the  State,  that  sundry  corporations  and  private  per- 
sons have,  in  open  defiance  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  on  the 
fiubject,  been  engaged  in  issuing  and  circulating  within  this 
Commonwealth,  notes,  checks,  bills  or  tickets  of  several  de- 
nominations, from  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  to  five  dollars, 
in  amount,  designed  to  circulate  as  a  "paper  circulating  me- 
dium." And  in  addition  to  this,  I  am  assured,  that  the  small 
jiotes,  bills,  checks,  &c.,  issued  by  banks,  other  corporations, 
.and  private  individuals  in  neighboring  States,  are  introduced 
;and  extensively  circulated  among  the  citizens  in  several  of 
our  border  counties. 

These  violations  of  the  law  render  it  my  imperative  duty 
;to  call  your  attention  again  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor,  and 
the  circular  which  I  addressed  to  you  in  pursuance  of  it  on 
ihis  subject,  dated  the  10th  day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1839,  of 
both  which  documents,  copies  are  hereto  annexed.  The 
acts  of  Assembly  of  the  22d  day  of  jMarch,  1817,  and  of  the 
12th  day  of  April,  1828,  and  of  the  23d  day  of  February, 
1330,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  said  circular,  need  not 
te  now  re-published,  for  I  presume  you  are  perfectly  familiar 
with  their  provisions. 

Not  even  the  shadow  of  reason  can  be  alleged  to  exist  now, 
(whatever  might  once  have  been  pretended)  to  excuse  the 
violation  of  these  salutary  laws.  Ample  provision  has  been 
made  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  for 
any  supposed  necessity  that  may  have  arisen  requiring  the 
issue  of  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  and 
there  is  therefore  no  ground  to  apprehend  the  slightest  in- 
convenience, from  a  speedy  and  thorough  suppression  of 
these  small  notes  which  have  been  put  into  circulation  con- 
trary to  law.  If  we  expect  to  retain,  for  the  purposes  of  bu- 
siness, the  specie  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  even  for 
transactions  of  a  less  amount  than  one  dollar,  we  must 
rigidly  and  rigorously  persevere  in  the  enforcement  of  the 
penalties  against  those  who  manufacture  and  circulate  a  de- 
preciated and  worthless  substitute.  Small  notes  of  the  se- 
veral denominations  of  twelve  and  a  half,  twenty-five,  and 
fifty  cents,  are  rapidly  insinuating  themselves  into  the  place 
of  specie  in  those  counties  where  they  have  been  unfortu- 
nately introduced,  and  unless  checked  will  soon  expel  it  en- 
tirely from  general  circulation.  However  contrary  to  law, 
and  depreciated  in  nominal  value  they  may  be,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  rid  the  public  of  them,  when  once  they  have 
acquired  a  foothold.  It  is  the  part  therefore  of  wisdom  and 
of  duty,  to  strike  at  those  who  issue  and  circulate  them,  at 
once  and  in  earnest. 

The  instructions  contained  in  the  circular  of  the  10th  of 
October,  1839,*  are  for  this  purpose  emphatically  repeated  ; 

♦  See  Vol,  I,  p.  266. 


and  every  Deputy  Attorney  General  is  hereby  enjoined  and 
directed,  on  and  after  the  10th  day  of  September  nest,  to  in- 
stitute the  proper  proceedings  pointed  out  hy  the  acts  of  As- 
sembly above  mentioned,  against  all  corporations  and  per- 
sons who  have  issued  and  not  redeemed,  or  shall  continue 
to  issue  or  put  and  keep  in  circulation,  any  bills,  notes, 
checks,  tickets,  or  other  evidences  of  debt,  prohibited  by  said 
acts  of  Assembly.  I  have  given  ample  time,  for  those  who 
have  violated  the  law,  to  recall  their  illegal  issues,  and  to 
prepare  for  its  faithful  observance.  Should  they  fail  to  do 
so,  however,  a  few  well  selected  examples  will,  I  trust,  ac- 
complish the  desired  end,  and  restrain  all  similar  violations 
in  future. 

The  first  proceedings  should  be  directed  against  those  who 
have  set  the  law  at  naught,  by  issuing  notes,  &c.,  in  des- 
pite of  its  prohibition,  and  also  against  those  who  have  been 
chiefly  instrumental  in  the  introduction  of  small  notes  from 
other  States,  and  in  giving  them  current  among  our  citizens. 
Let  these  classes  of  wholesale  offenders  be  effectually  reach- 
ed, and  our  great  object  with  the  rest  of  the  community  will 
be  readily  attained. 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  all  unne- 
cessary appeals  to  the  judicial  tribunals  for  the  vindication 
of  the  laws,  but  when  the  substantial  interests  of  the  public 
are  as  deeply  involved  as  they  are  in  this  instance,  when  so- 
lemn acts  of  Assembly  are  totally  disregarded,  and  their  salu- 
tary penal  injunctions  treated  as  empty  and  idle  mejiaces  to 
be  derided  at  will,  there  is  no  alternative  left ;  the  law  must 
be  rigidly  and  inflexibly  enforced,  or  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  this  enforcement,  and  shrink  from  the  post  of  duty,  will 
justly  incur  the  condemnation  or  the  contempt  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  must  be  content  to  be  branded  as  faithless  or  pu- 
sillanimous, devoid  of  either  honesty  or  firmness.  I  am  sure 
no  gentleman  to  whom  this  circular  is  addressed,  will  hesi- 
tate an  instant  in  assuming  the  labor  and  responsibility 
which  it  imposes,  or  falter  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
while  a  single  unlawful  note  remains  to  be  suppressed. 

I  am,  yours,  &c.  respectfully, 

OVID  F.  JOHNSON, 

Attorney  General. 

Bituminous  Wood. 

It  is  stated  in  a  recent  number  of  Silliman's  Journal  that 
a  large  deposit  of  bituminous  wood  has  been  discovered  at 
Port  Hudson,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  The  village  is  situ- 
ated on  a  bluff  sixty  or  seventy  feet  high.  This  bluff  repo- 
ses, as  the  whole  country  does,  on  a  thick  bed  of  blue  alu- 
minou,s  clay,  which  forms  the  bed  of  most  of  the  water  courses 
and  wears  very  gradually  by  the  action  of  the  water.  The 
upper  surface  of  the  clay  at  that  place  is  considerably  below 
the  high  water  mark. 

The  bluff  has  been  long  falling  in  from  being  undermined 
by  springs,  which  run  out  above  the  blue  clay,  and  by  the 
action  of  the  current  of  the  Mississippi;  but  the  blue  cKiy 
does  not  wear  away  near  so  fast,  and  for  this  reason  it  ex- 
tends some  distance  beyond  the  base  of  the  bluff.  It  seems 
that  upon  this  shelf  the  Mississippi  has  made  a  considerable 
deposit,  of  the  common  kind,  containing  a  great  many  frag- 
ments, and  sometimes  entire  logs  ;  after  this  deposit  took 
place,  a  considerable  mass  of  earth  must  have  fallen,  cover- 
ing the  former  one.  The  remarkably  low  water,  together 
with  the  removal  of  the  superincumbent  earth,  forming  a 
new  landing. 

The  smaller  logs  are  often  entirely  bituminated  and 
changed  into  a  glossy  black  coal,  in  which  no  trace  of  fiber 
can  be  perceived ;  still  the  formation  must  be  very  recent,  for 
in  the  most  perfectly  bitumenized  pieces  there  are  frequent 
marks  of  the  axe,  looking  as  though  it  were  done  but  yester- 
day. The  limbs  are  very  much  flattened,  but  otherwise  their 
external  appearance  is  the  same  as  usual  in  the  species,  which 
can  easily  be  determined  to  be  oak,  walnut,  hickory,  &c. — ^ 
The  larger  logs  and  fragments  have  undergone  the  transfor- 
mation in  various  degrees,  some  being  of  a  soft  and  spongy 
texture.  Many  are  in  a  state  of  perfect  coal,  at  one  end,  or 
one  side,  and  have  undergone  no  change  except  softening 
at  the  other,  ^ 
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MESSAGE 

OF    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    THB   UNITED    STATES, 

Returninn;,  with  his  objections,  the  Bill  to  incorporate  the 
Fiscal  Bank  of  the  Uniteit  States,  August  16,  1841. 

I'o  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  bill,  entilled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  tiie  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  which  originated 
in  the  Senate,  has  been  considered  by  me,  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  conform  my  action  in  regard  to  it,  to  that  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress.  By  the  Constitution  it  is  made  my 
duty,  either  to  approve  the  bill  by  signing  it,  or  to  return  it 
with  my  objections  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated.  I 
cannot  conscientiously  give  it  my  approval,  and  I  proceed 
to  di.>charge  the  duty  required  of  me  t)y  the  Constitution — 
to  give  my  reasons  for  disapproving. 

'J'he  power  of  Congress  to  create  a  National  Bank  to  ope- 
rate per  se  over  the  Union,  has  been  a  question  of  dispute 
from  the  origin  of  our  Government.  Men  most  justly  and 
deservedly  esteemed  for  their  high  intellectual  endowments, 
their  virtue,  and  their  patriotism,  have,  in  regard  to  it,  en- 
tertained dilYerent  and  conflicting  opinions.  Congresses  have 
ditfered.  The  approval  of  one  President  has  been  followed 
by  the  disapproval  of  another.  The  people  at  different  times 
have  acquiesced  in  decisions  both  for  and  against.  The 
country  has  been  and  still  is  deeply  agitated  by  this  unsettled 
question.  It  will  suffice  for  me  to  say,  that  my  own  opinion 
has  been  uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  against  the  exercise  of 
any  such  power  by  this  Government.  On  all  suitable  occa- 
sions, during  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  the  opinions  thus 
entertained  have  been  unreservedly  expressed.  I  declared 
it  in  the  Legislature  of  my  own  native  State.  In  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  it  has  been  openly 
vindicated  by  me.  In  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  many  who  are  at  this  time  members  of  that 
body,  it  has  been  affirmed  and  re-affirmed,  in  speeches  and 
reports  there  made,  and  by  votes  there  recorded.  In  popular 
assemblies  I  have  unhesitatingly  announced  it;  and  the  last 
public  declaration  which  I  made,  and  that  but  a  short  time 
before  the  late  Presidential  election,  1  referred  to  my  previ- 
ously expressed  opinions  as  being  those  then  entertaint^d  by 
me;  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  opinions  thus  entertained, 
and  never  concealed,  I  was  elected  by  the  people  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States.  By  the  occurrence  of  a  contin- 
gency provided  lor  by  the  Constitution,  and  arising  under  an 
impressive  dispensation  of  Providence,  I  succeeded  to  the 
Presidential  office. 

Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office,  I  took  an 
oath  that  I  would  "  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States."  Entertaining  the  opinions 
alluded  to,  and  having  taken  this  oath,  the  Senate  and  the 
country  will  see  that  I  could  not  give  my  sanction  to  a  mea- 
sure of  the  character  described,  without  surrendering  all 
claim  to  the  respect  of  honorable  men — all  confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  people — all  self-respect — all  regard  for  moral 
and  religious  obligations — without  an  observance  of  which, 
no  Government  can  be  prosperous,  and  no  people  can  be 
happy.  It  would  be  to  commit  a  crime  which  I  would  not 
wilfully  commit  to  gain  any  earthly  reward,  and  which  would 
justly  subject  mr  to  the  ridicule  and  scorn  of  all  virtuous  men. 

I  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  the 
reasons  which  have  brought  my  mind  to  the  convictions  I  feel 
and  entertain  on  this  subject.  They  have  been  over  and  over 
again  repeated.  If  some  of  those  who  have  preceded  me  in 
this  high  office  entertained  and  avowed  different  opinions,  I 
yield  all  confidence  that  their  convictions  were  sincere.  I 
claim  only  to  have  the  same  measure  meted  out  to  myself. 
Without  going  further  into  the  argument,  I  will  say  that,  itvf 
looking  to  the  powers  of  this  Government  to  collect,  safely 
keep,  and  disburse  the  public  revenue,  and  incidentally  to 
regulate  the  commerce  and  exchanges,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  satisfy  myself  that  the  establishment,  by  this  Government, 
of  a  bank  of  discount,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that 
term,  was  a  necessary  means,  or  one  demanded  by  propriety, 
to  execute  those  powers. 


What  can  the  local  discounts  of  the  bank  have  to  do  with 
the  collecting,  safe-keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  revenue  1 
So  far  as  the  mere  discounting  of  paper  is  concerned,  it  is 
quite  immaterial  to  this  question  whether  the  discount  is  ob- 
tained at  a  State  Bank  or  a  United  States  Bank.  They  are 
both  equally  local — both  beginning  and  both  ending  in  a 
local  accommodation.  What  influence  have  local  discounts, 
granted  by  any  form  of  bank,  in  the  regulaiing  of  the  cur- 
rency and  the  exchanges  ]  Let  the  history  of  the  late  United 
States  Bank  aid  us  in  answering  this  inquiry. 

For  several  years  after  the  establishment  of  that  institu- 
tion it  dealt  almost  exclusively  in  local  discounts,  and  during 
that  period,  the  country  was.  for  the  most  part,  disappointed 
in  the  consequences  anticipated  from  its  incorporation. 

A  uniform  currency  was  not  provided,  exchanges  were 
not  regulated,  and  little  or  nothing  was  added  to  the  general 
circulation  ;  and  in  182U,  its  embarrassments  had  become  so 
great  that  the  directors  petitioned  Congress  to  repeal  that 
article  of  the  charter  which  made  its  notes  receivable  every- 
where in  payment  of  public  dues.  It  had,  up  to  that  period, 
dealt  to  but  a  very  small  extent  in  exchanges,  either  foreign 
or  domestic ;  and  as  late  as  1823,  its  operations  in  that  line 
amounted  to  a  little  more  than  $7,000,(^00  per  annum;  a 
very  rapid  augmentation  soon  after  occurred,  and  in  1 833 
its  dealings  in  exchanges  amounted  to  upwards  of  §100,- 
000,000,  including  the  sales  of  its  own  drafts;  and  all  these 
immense  transactions  were  afl'ected  without  the  employment 
of  extraordinary  means. 

The  currency  of  the  country  became  sound,  and  the  ne- 
gotiations in  the  exchanges  were  carried  on  at  the  lowest 
possible  rates.  The  circulation  was  increased  lo  more  than 
$22,000,000,  and  the  notes  of  the  Bank  were  regarded  as 
equal  to  specie  all  over  the  country;  thus  showing,  almost 
conclusively,  that  it  was  the  capacity  to  deal  in  exchanges, 
and  not  in  local  discounts,  which  furnished  these  facilities 
and  advantages.  It  may  be  remarked,  too,  that  notwith- 
standing the  immense  transactions  of  the  Bank  in  the  pur- 
chase of  exchange,  the  losses  sustained  were  merely  nominal; 
while,  in  the  line  of  discounts,  the  suspended  debt  was  enor- 
mous, and  proved  most  disastrous  to  the  Bank  and  the  coun- 
try. Its  power  of  local  discount  has,  in  fact,  proved  to  be  a 
fruitful  source  of  favoritism  and  corruption,  alike  destiuctive 
to  the  public  morals,  and  to  the  general  weal. 

The  capital  invested  in  banks  of  discount  in  the  United 
States,  created  by  the  States,  at  this  time  exceeds  $3.50,000,- 
OOO ;  and  if  the  discounting  of  local  paper  could  have  pro- 
duced any  beneficial  effects,  the  United  States  ought  to  pos- 
sess the  soundest  currency  in  the  world,  but  the  reverse  is 
lamentably  the  fact. 

Is  the  measure  now  under  consideration,  of  the  objection- 
able character  to  which  I  have  alluded  1  It  is  clearly  so,  ud- 
less  by  the  16th  fundamental  article  of  the  11th  section  it 
is  made  otherwise.     That  article  is  in  the  following  words  ; 

"  The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  establish  one 
competent  office  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  State  in 
which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  or 
may  be  held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  Legislature 
of  such  State,  Congress  may  by  law  require  the  same.  And 
the  said  directors  may  also  establish  one  or  more  competent 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  Territory  or  District  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  any  State,  with  the  assent  of  such 
State;  and  when  established,  the  said  office  or  offices  shall 
be  only  withdrawn  or  removed  by  the  said  directors  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  this  charter,  with  the  previous  assent  of 
Congress. 

I'roxided,  in  respect  to  any  State  which  shall  not,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  by  resolution,  or  other  usual  legislative  proceed- 
ing, unconditiomlly  assent  or  dissent  to  the  establishment 
of  such  office  or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  the  said 
State  shall  be  thereafter  presumed:  And  provided,  neverthe- 
less, That  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers  granted  by 
the  Constitution,  to  establish  an  office  or  offices  in  any  of 
the  States  whatever,  and  the  establishment  thereof  shall  be 
directed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  directors  lo 
establish  such  office  or  offices  accordingly." 
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It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  clause  the  directors  are  invest- 
ed with  the  fullest  power  to  establish  a  branch  in  any  State 
which  has  yielded  its  assent;  and,  having  once  established 
such  branch,  it  shall  not  afterwards  be  withdrawn  except  by 
order  of  Congress.  Such  assent  is  to  be  implied,  and  to 
have  the  force  and  sanction  of  an  actually  expressed  assent, 
"provided  in  respect  to  any  State  which  shall  not,  at  i/ic 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  thereof  held  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  by  resiliition  or  other  xisiial  legislative  pro- 
ceeding-, nnco7uUtionnlty  assent  or  dissent  to  the  establish- 
ment of  such  ollice  or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of  said 
State  shall  be  thereafter  presumed."  The  assent  or  dissent 
is  to  be  expressed  unconditionally  at  the  first  session  of  the 
Legislature  by  some  f urinal  legialative  act  ;  and,  if  not  so 
expressed,  its  assent  is  to  be  implied,  and  the  directoi-s  are 
thereupon  invested  with  power,  at  such  time  thereafter  as 
they  may  please,  to  establish  branches,  which  cannot  after- 
wards be  withdrawn,  except  by  resolve  of  Congress. 

No  matter  what  may  be  the  cause  which  may  operate 
with  the  legislature,  which  either  pi-events  it  from  speaking, 
or  .addresses  itself  to  its  wisdom,  to  induce  delay,  its  assent 
is  implied.  This  iron  rule  is  to  give  way  to  no  circumstances 
— it  is  unbending  and  inflexible.  It  is  the  language  of  the 
master  to  the  vassal — an  unconJitional  answer  is  claimed 
forthwith  ;  and  delay,  postponement,  or  incapacity  to  answer, 
produces  an  implied  assent,  which  is  ever  after  irrevocable. 
Many  of  the  State  elections  have  already  taken  {dace,  with- 
out any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that  such  a 
question  was  to  come  up. 

The  Representatives  may  desire  a  submission  of  the  ques- 
tion to  their  constituents  preparatory  to  final  action  upon  it, 
but  this  high  privilege  is  denied ;  whatever  may  be  the  mo- 
tives and  views  cntert.iined  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
People  to  induce  delay,  their  assent  is  to  be  presumed,  and 
is  ever  afterwards  binding,  unless  their  dissent  shall  he  un- 
conditionally expressed  at  their  first  session  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill  into  a  law.  They  may  by  formal  resolution  de- 
clare the  question  of  assent  or  dissent  to  be  undecided  and 
postponed,  and  yet,  in  opposition  to  their  express  declaration 
to  the  contrai-y,  their  assent  is  to  be  implied.  Cases  innu- 
merable might  be  cited  to  manifest  the  irrationality  of  such 
an  inference. 

Let  one  or  two  in  addition,  suffice.  The  popular  branch 
of  the  Legislature  may  express  its  dissent  by  an  unanimous 
vote,  and  its  resolution  may  be  defeated  by  a  tie  vote  in  the 
Senate ;  and  yet  the  assent  is  to  be  implied.  Both  branches 
of  the  Legislature  may  concur  in  a  resolution  of  decided  dis- 
sent, and  yet  the  Governor  may  exert  the  veto  pow-er  confer- 
red on  him  by  the  State  Constitution,  and  their  legislative 
action  be  defeated  ;  and  yet  the  assent  of  the  legislative  au- 
thority is  implied,  and  the  ^directors  of  this  contemplated  in- 
-stituli'on  arc  authorized  to  establish  a  branch  or  branches  in 
such  State,  whenever  they  may  find  it  conducive  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  stockholders  to  do  so ;  and  having  once  estab- 
lished it,  they  can,  under  no  circumstances,  withdraw  it,  ex- 
cept by  act  of  Congress.  The  State  may  afterwards  protest 
against  such  unjust  interference — but  its  authority  is  gone.     I 

Its  assent  is  implied  by  its  failure  or  inability  to  act  at  its 
first  session,  and  its  voice  can  never  afterwards  be  heard.  To 
inferences  so  violent,  and,  as  they  seem  to  me,  irrational,  I 
cannot  yield  my  consent.  No  court  of  justice  would  or  could 
sanctiim  them,  without  reversing  all  that  is  established  in  ju- 
dicial proceeding,  by  introducing  presumptions  at  variance 
with  fact,  and  inferences  at  the  expense  of  reason.  A  State 
in  a  condition  of  duress  would  be  presumed  to  speak,  as  an 
individual,  manacled  and  in  prison,  might  be  presumed  to  be 
in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom.  Far  better  to  say  to  the  States 
liolJly  and  frankly,  Congress  wills,  and  submission  is  de- 
manded. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  directors  mny  not  establish  branches 
under  such  circumstances;  but  this  is  a  qucsticm  of  power, 
and  this  bill  invested  them  with  full  power  to  do  so.  If  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  or  Pennsylvania,  or  any  other 
State,  should  be  found  to  be  in  such  a  condition  as  I  have 
supposed,  could  there  be  any  security  furnished  against  such 
a  step  on  the  part  of  the  directors  f  Nay,  is  it  not  fairly 
to  be  presumed  that  this  proviso  was  introduced  for  the  sole 


purpose  of  meeting  the  contingency  referred  to  1  Why  else 
should  it  have  been  introduced  !  And  I  submit  to  the  Senate, 
whether  it  can  be  believed  that  any  State  would  be  likely  to 
sit  quietly  down  under  such  a  state  of  things'! 

In  a  great  measure  of  public  interest  their  patriotism  may 
be  successfully  appealed  to,  but  to  infer  their  assent  from  cir- 
cumstances at  war  with  such  inference,  I  cannot  but  regard  as 
calculated  to  excite  a  feeling  at  fatal  enmity  with  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  country,  I  must,  therefore,  regard  this  clause 
as  assert  mg  the  power  to  be  in  Congress  to  estabUsh  offices 
of  discount  in  a  State,  not  only  without  its  assent,  but  against 
its  dis,sent ;  and  so  regarding  it,  I  cannot  sanction  it.  On 
general  principles,  the  power  and  control,  deprives  the  trans- 
action of  all  pretence  to  compact  between  them,  and  termi- 
nates as  we  have  seen,  in  the  total  abrogation  of  freedom  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  States. 

But  further ;  the  State  mny  express  after  the  most  solemn 
form  of  legislation,  its  dissent,  which  may  from  tune  to  time 
thereafter  be  repeated,  in  full  view  of  its  own  interest,  which 
can  never  be  separated  from  the  wise  and  bcncficient  opera- 
tion of  this  Government;  and  yet  Congress  may,  by  virtue 
of  the  last  proviso,  overrule  its  law,  and  upon  grounds  which, 
to  such  State,  will  appear  to  rest  on  a  constructive  necessity 
and  propriety,  and  nothing  more. 

I  regard  the  bill  as  asserting  for  Congress  the  right  to  in- 
corporate a  United  States  Bank,  with  power  and  right  to  es- 
tablish offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the  several  States  of 
this  Union,  with  or  without  their  consent,  a  principle  to 
which  I  have  always  heretofore  been  opposed,  and  which  can 
never  obtain  my  sanction.  And  waiving  all  other  cansidera- 
tions  growing  out  of  its  other  provisions,  I  return  it  to  the 
House  in  which  it  originated,  with  these  m}'  objections  to  its 
approval. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

WASHI^GTo^T,  August  16,  1S41. 


Kifects  of  the  Drought. 

The  appeai'ance  of  the  country  between  this  city  andf 
Lebanon  is  melancholy  in  the  extreme.  So  excessive  is  the 
drought,  that  the  color  of  the  fields  is  precisely  the  same  as 
at  mid-winter.  Upon  what  sustenance  the  farmers  support 
their  cattle  and  stock  generally,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine, 
since  few  or  none  were  in  sight  from  the  road.  The  fine 
market  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city  are  almost  totally 
ruined,  and  thus  many  thousand  dollars  lost  to  their  indus- 
trious proprietors.  A  country  so  thoroughly  parched  up  we 
have  never  seen  before,  and  fervently  trust  we  never  may 
again. —  Troy  Jl  hig. 


Quick  IVorli. 


Two  persons  near  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania,  recently 
undertook  to  mow  two  acres  of  grass  for  a  wager.  One  ac- 
complished the  task  in  two  hours  and  fifty-five  minutes,  and 
the  other  in  three  minutes  more. 


The  Spotted  Fcvcr« 

Fifteen  or  twenty  cases  of  this  terriWe  disease  have  occur- 
red in  Trumble  county,  Ohio,  during  the  summer,  nearly  all 
of  which  proved  fatal  in  the  course  of  24  hours. 
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FISCAI.  BAIVK. 

The  following  is  the  Bank  Bill  as  it  passed  both  Houses 

of  Congress  and  received  the  Presidential  Veto. 

AN  ACT 

To  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

He  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  JImericn,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  a  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  es- 
tablished in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  a  capital  of  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hundred  thousand 
shares,  of  one  hundred  dollars  each  share.  One  hundred 
thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed  for  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  capital  may  be  subscribed  and 
paid  for  by  individuals,  companies,  corporations,  or  States, 
the  said  individuals  being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  said  companies  and  corporations  being  of  the  several 
States,  or  of  these  United  States,  or  Territories  thereof,  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  specified.  But  Congress  reserves  to 
itself  the  pwwer  of  augmenting  the  capitiil  of  the  said  bank, 
at  any  time  after  the  first  of  January,  1851,  by  authorizing 
the  addition  tliereto  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  divided  into  shares  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be 
subscribed  for,  at  not  less  than  their  par  value,  by  the  United 
Stales,  or  by  any  Slate,  corporation,  company,  or  individuals, 
in  the  manner  directed  by  law:  Provided,  That  the  United 
States  shall  not  subscribe  for  more  than  one-third  of  the  said 
additional  capital. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  subscriptions 
for  the  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  towards  constituting 
the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  si)all  be  opened  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September  next,  at  the  following  places,  that  is 
to  say  :  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  at  Port- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maine ;  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire;  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 
at  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island;  at  Hartford,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut;  at  Burlington,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont ;  at  New  York,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  at  New 
Brunswick,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey  ;  at  Philadelphia,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  at  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware  ;  at  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  at  Rich- 
mond, in  the  State  of  Virginia;  at  Lexington,  in  the  Slate  of 
Kentucky  ;  at  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  at  Raleigh, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;  at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee;  ai  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina; 
at  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia ;  at  New  Orleans,  in 
the  State  of  I^ouisiana;  at  Indianapolis,  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana; at  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama  at  St  Louis,  in  the 
State  of  Mi.«souri ;  at  Springfield,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  at 
Detroit,  in  the  State  of  Michigan  ;  at  Natchez,  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi;  and  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
And  the  said  subscription  shall  be  opened  under  the  su[;er- 
intendence  of  five  commissioners  at  Washington  city,  and  of 
three  commissioners  at  each  of  the  other  places  aforesaid,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  here- 
by authorized  to  make  such  appointments,  and  shall  continue 
open  every  day,  from  the  time  of  opening  the  same,  between 
the  bouts  of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  for  the  term  of  twenty  days,  exclusive  of  Sun- 
days, when  the  same  shall  be  closed  ;  and  immediately  there- 
after, the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  respec- 
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live  places  aforesaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripts  or  copies  of 
such  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of  which  they  shall  send 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  they  shall  retain,  and 
the  original  they  shall  transmit,  within  seven  days  from  the 
closing  of  the  subscriptions  as  aforesaid,  to  the  commission- 
ers at  Washington  city.  And  on  the  receipt  of  the  said 
original  subscriptions,  or  either  of  the  said  copies  thereof,  if 
the  original  be  lost,  mislaid,  or  detained,  the  commissioners 
at  W  ashington  aforesaid,  or  a  majority  of  them.shalbimme- 
diately  thereafter  convene,  and  proceed  to  fake  an  account 
of  the  said  subscriptions ;  and  if  more  than  the  amount  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  shall  have  been  subscribed,  then 
the  said  last  mentioned  commissioners  shall  deduct  the 
amount  of  such  excess  from  the  largest  subscriptions,  in  such 
manner  as  that  no  subscription  shall  be  reduced  in  amount 
while  any  one  remains  larger:  Provided,  'I'hat  if  the  sub- 
scription taken  at  either  of  the  places  aforesaid,  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  shares,  there  shall  be  no  reduction  of 
such  subscriptions,  nor  shall,  in  any  case,  the  subscriptions 
taken  at  either  of  the  places  af-jresaid,  be  reduced  below  that 
amount.  And,  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  said 
subscriptions  shall  exceed  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  the 
said  last  mentioned  commissioners,  after  having  apportioned 
the  same,  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists  of  the  said  apportion- 
ed subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in  each  list  the 
apportioned  subscription  for  the  place  where  the  original  sub- 
scription was  made,  one  of  which  lists  they  shall  transmit  to 
the  commissioners,  or  one  of  them,  under  whose  superintend- 
ence such  subscriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the  sub- 
scribers may  thereby  ascertain  ihe  number  of  shares  to  them 
respectively  apportioned  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  the  said  subscriptions  made  during  the  period 
aforesaid,  at  all  places  aforesaid,  shall  not  amount  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  the  subscriptions  to  complete  the  said  sum 
shall  be  and  remain  open  at  Washington  city,  aforesaid,  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  commissioners  appointed  for 
that  place;  and  the  subscriptions  may  be  then  made  by  any 
individual,  company,  corporation,  or  State,  for  any  number 
of  shares,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amount  required 
to  complete  the  said  sun:  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  yind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  individual,  company,  corporation,  or  State,  when 
the  subscriptions  shall  be  opened  as  heretofore  directed,  to 
subscribe  for  any  number  of  shares  of  the  cajiital  of  the  said 
bank,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred  shares;  and 
that  the  sums  so  subscribed  shall  be  payable  and  paid  in 
bullion,  in  gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  made  and  declared  current  in  the  United  States, 
by  the  act  of  Congre.=s  of  the  25th  of  June,  1831,  entitled 
*'  An  act  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins 
in  the  United  States."  and  by  the  act  of  the  28th  of  Jure, 
1834,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  value  of  certain  gold 
coins  within  the  United  States,"  at  the  following  rates,  to 
wit:  the  sovereign  of  Great  Britain  at  ninety-four  cents  and 
sixty-two  hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight;  the 
pieces  of  forty  and  twenty  francs  of  France,  at  ninetv-lwo 
cents  and  ninety-two  hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  penny-' 
weight;  the  doubloon  and  parts  of  Spain,  at  eighty-nine  cents 
and  filly  one  hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  jienny  weight ; 
the  doui3loon  and  parts  of  Mexico,  at  eighty-nine  cents  and 
fifty  one  hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight;  th^ 
doubloon  and  parts  of  Peru,  at  eighty-nine  cents  and  i-evpnty- 
one  hundredths  of  a  cent  fjr  each  pennyweight ;  the  doub- 
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loon  and  parts  of  Chili,  at  eighty-nine  cents  and  seventy-one 
hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight ;  the  doubloons 
of  Bogota,  Columbia,  at  eighty-nine  cents  and  ninety-two 
hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight ;  the  doubloons 
of  Popayan,  Columbia,  at  eighty-eight  cents  and  sixty-eight 
hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight;  the  doubloons 
of  1 8  37  and  1 838  of  New  Grenada,  at  ninety  cents  and  two 
hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight;  tl>e  doubloons 
of  Bohvia,  at  eighty-nine  cents  and  ninety -two  hundredths 
of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight;  the  douliloons  of  Central 
America,  at  eighty-five  cents  and  seventy-nine  hundredths 
of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight ;  the  doubloons  of  La  Plata, 
at  eighty-four  cents  and  twenty-four  liundredths  of  a  cent 
for  each  pennyweight;  the  Johannes  and  half  of  Portugal,  at 
ninety  four  cents  and  forty-six  hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each 
pennyweight;  the  crown  (of  5,(J0U  reis)  and  a  half  since 
1838,  of  Portugal,  at  ninety-four  cents  and  forty-six  hun- 
dredths of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight ;  the  price  (of  5,400 
reis)  of  1838  of  Brazil,  at  ninety-four  cents  and  forty-six 
hundredths  of  a  cent  for  each  pennyweight ;  and  in  foreign 
silver  coins  at  the  value  fixed  upon  them  severally  in  the  act 
first  above  named,  or  in  Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  certificates  of  stock  issued  under  the  act  entitled  "  An 
^act  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars,"  approved  July  21st,  1841.  And  the  pay- 
ments made  in  treasury  notes  or  in  the  said  certificates  of 
stock  shall  be  paid  and  received  at  the  par  value  thereof,  in- 
cluding all  interest  which  shall  have  accrued  thereon  on  the 
day  of  such  payment.  And  the  payments  of  the  said  sub- 
scriptions shall  be  made  and  completed  by  the  subscribers 
respectfully  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say  ;  at  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid  ten 
dollars  on  each  share  in  bullion,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  in 
the  Treasury  notes  of  tlie  United  States,  or  in  the  said  certi- 
ficates of  stock,  and  twenty-five  dollars  more  in  bullion,  in 
coin,  Treasury  notes,  or  certificates  of  stock,  as  aforesaid,  at 
the  expiration  of  three  calendar  months  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  September,  1841  ;  and  there  shall  be  paid  the  further 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  on  each  share  in  bullion,  in  gold 
or  silver  coin.  Treasury  notes,  or  certificates  of  stock,  as 
aforesaid,  in  eight  calendar  months  from  the  first  Monday  in 
September,  18il  ;  and  forty  dollars  more  in  bullion,  in  coin, 
Treasury  notes,  or  certificates  of  stock,  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
expiration  of  twelve  calendar  months  from  the  said  first 
Monday. 

Sec.  4.  .8nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  apportionment  of  the  shares  in  the  capital  of 
the  said  bank  among  the  subscribers,  in  the  case  and  in  the 
manner  hereinbefore  provided,  any  subscriber  shall  have  de- 
livered to  the  commissioners,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  a 
greater  amount  of  bullion,  or  gold  or  silver  coin.  Treasury 
ifotes,  or  certificates  of  stock  than  shall  be  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  payments  for  the  share  or  shares  of  such  subscri- 
bers, apportioned  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  shall  only 
retain  so  much  of  the  said  bullion,  or  gold  or  silver  coin,  Trea- 
sury notes,  or  certificates  of  stock,  as  shall  be  necessary  to 
complete  such  payments;  and  shall  forthwith,  return  the 
surplus  thereof,  on  application  for  the  same,,  to  the  subscri- 
bers lawfully  entitled  thereto.  And  the  commissioners,  re- 
spectively, shall  deposit  the  bullion,  or  gold  and  silver  coin, 
Treasury  notes,  and  certificates  of  stock,  by  them  respective- 
ly received  as  aforesaid,  from  the  subscribers  to  the  capital 
of  said  bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safe  keeping,  so 
that  the  same  may  and  shall  be  specifically  delivered  and 
transferred,  as  the  same  were  by  them  respectively  received, 
to  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to  their  order,  as 
soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the  organization  of  the  said 
bank.  And  the  said  commissioners  appointed  to  superintend 
the  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  receive  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services,  re- 
spectively, and  shall  be  allowed  all  reasonable  charges  and 
expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  their  tiust,  to  be  paid 
by  the  bank  out  of  the  funds  thereof 

Sec,  .5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  certificate  of 
stock,  or  any  subscription,  or  any  right  thereto,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred except  by  operation  of  law,  until  after  the  whole  amount 
of  the  second  instulmenl  shall  have  been  fully  paid,  and 


every  contract  or  agreement  made  or  entered  into  for  the 
transfer  of  such  stock,  or  for  the  holding  the  same  in  trust 
for  the  use  of  any  other  person,  except  the  person  in  whose 
name  it  is  subscribed  in  the  books,  or  for  whose  use  it  \a 
therein  expressed,  shall  be  wholly  and  absolutely  null  and 
void  in  law.  1'hat  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president,  di- 
rectors, and  company  of  the  said  bank,  to  sell  and  transfer 
for  gold  and  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  Treasury  notes  and  cer- 
tificates of  stock  subscribed  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 
as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  6.  .8nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  the  opening 
of  the  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  subscribe,  or  cause  to  be 
subscribed,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  the  said  number 
of  one  hundred  thousand  shares,  amounting  to  ten  millions 
of  dollars,  as  aforesaid  ;  which  said  subscriptions,  so  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid 
in  bullion,  in  gild  or  silver  coin,  or  in  stock  of  the  United 
States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per 
annum  ;  and  if  payment  thereof,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be 
made  in  public  stock,  bearing  interest  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
interest  shall  be  payable  lialf  yearly,  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  making  such  payments  on  account  of  the  said  sub- 
scription ;  and  the  principal  of  the  said  stock  shall  be  re- 
deemable in  any  sums,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Go- 
vernment shall  deem  fit,  after  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years. 
And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  certificates 
of  public  stock  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to 
be  prepared  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  shall  at  his  dis- 
cretion, and  whensoever  he  shall  think  fit,  sell  the  same  for 
gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  at  not  less  than  the  par  value 
thereof,  or  he  shall  pay  over  and  deliver  three  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  same  to  the  said  bank,  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two, 
and  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  first 
day  of  May,  and  four  millions  of  dollars  of  the  same  on  the 
first  day  of  September,  in  the  same  year;  which  said  stock 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  bank  to  sell  and  transfer  for 
gold  and  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  at  their  discretion.  And  if 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  sell  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  stock,  he  shall  pay  to  the  said  bank  gold  and 
silver  coin,  or  bullion,  to  the  nominal  amount  of  stock  so 
sold  in  like  instalments ;  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  if 
the  amount  of  stock  which  may  be  offered  for  the  subscrip- 
tion of  individuals,  States,  or  corporations,  shall  not  be  fully 
taken  prior  to  the  twentieth  of  December  next,  and  the  de- 
ficiency do  not  exceed  one-third,  the  residue  shall  be  sub- 
scribed for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  be  sold  by  him  as  soon  thereafter  as 
he  can  obtain  its  par  value ;  and  for  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  stocks  of  the 
United  States,  in  manner  as  before  provided. 

Sec.  7.  Jliid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  subscribers 
to  the  said  bank,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by 
the  name  and  style  of  "  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United 
States,"  and  shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two;  and  by 
that  name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  able  and  capable 
in  law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  and  retain 
to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments, goods,  chattels,  and  effects,  of  whatsoever  kind, 
nature,  and  quality ;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise, 
alien,  or  dispose  of;  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended, 
in  all  State  courts  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  in  any 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  make,  have, 
and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  re- 
new at  their  pleasure;  and  also  to  ordain,  establish  and  put 
in  execution,  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  regulations 
as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  said  corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution thereof,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and 
generally  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  acts,  matters, 
and  things  which  to  them  it  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do; 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions, 
litnitations  and  provisions  hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared 
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Sec.  8.  Jliid  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  there  shall  be 
nine  directors,  three  of  whom  shall  be  annually  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  six  of  whom  shall  be 
annually  elected  at  the  banking  house  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  first  Monday  of  January  in  each  year,  by  the 
qualified  stockholders  of  the  capital  of  said  bank,  other  than 
the  United  States,  and  by  a  plurality  of  votes  then  and  there 
actually  given,  according  to  the  scale  of  voting  hereinafcer 
prescribed:  Provided  always,  That  no  member  of  Congress, 
or  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures,  and  no  officer  or  con- 
tractor of  the  Federal  or  State  Governments,  shall  bp  a  di- 
rector in  said  bank  or  branches,  and  that  no  person  being  a 
director  in  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
its  branches,  shall  be  a  director  of  any  other  bank  ;  and 
should  any  such  director  act  as  a  director  in  any  other  bank, 
it  shall  forthwith  vacate  his  appointment  in  the  direction  of 
the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  the  directors  so 
duly  appointed  and  elected  shall  be  capable  of  serving,  by 
virtue  of  such  appointment  and  choice,  from  the  first  Mon- 
day in  the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  until  the  end 
and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January 
of  the  year  next  ensuing  the  time  of  each  annual  election, 
to  be  held  by  the  Stockholders  as  aforesaid.  And  the  board 
of  directors  annually,  at  the  first  meeting  after  their  election 
in  each  and  every  year,  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the  di- 
rectors to  be  president  of  the  corporation,  v^'ho  shall  hold  the 
Baid  office  during  the  same  period  for  which  the  directors 
are  appointed  and  elected  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  also. 
That  the  first  appointment  and  election  of  the  directors  and 
president  of  the  said  bank  shall  be  at  the  time  and  for  the 
period  hereinafter  declared :  .^nd  provided  also.  That,  in 
case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  that  an  appointment  or  elec- 
tion of  directors,  or  an  election  of  the  president  of  the  said 
bank,  should  not  be  so  made  as  to  take  effect  on  any  day 
when,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  they  ought  to  take  effect, 
the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to 
be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  at  any  other  time  to  make 
such  appointments,  and  to  hold  such  elections,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  and  the  manner  of  holding  the  elections  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  by-laws  arid  ordinances  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration; and  until  such  appointments  or  elections  be  made, 
the  directors  and  president  of  said  bank  for  the  time  being 
shall  continue  in  office:  ^nd  provided,  also.  That  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  the  president  of  the 
said  corporation,  the  directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another 
president  from  the  directors  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  of  the 
death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  United  States,  or  re- 1 
moval  of  a  director  from  office,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  surviving  ' 
directors,  as  the  case  may  be ;  but  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  alone  shall  have  power  to  remove  either  of  the  direc- 
tors appointed  by  him  as  aforesaid.  | 

Sec.  9.  ^7id  be  it  fiirtlier  enacted.  That  as  soon  as  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  on  each  share,  in  bullion,  gold,  or  silver  ' 
coin.  Treasury  notes,  or  certificates  of  stock,  shall  have  been  I 
actually  received  on  account  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
of  the  sa  d  bank,  (exclusive  ly  of  the  subscriptions  aforesaid  ! 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,)  notice  thereof  shall  be 
given,  by  the  persons  under  whose  superintendence  the  sub- 1 
scriptions  shall  have  been  made  at  the  city  of  Washington,  | 
in  at  leasi  two  newspapers  printed  in  each  of  the  places  (if. 
so  many  be  printed  in  such  places  respectively)  where  sub- 
scriptions shall  have  been  made;  and  the  said  persons  shall, 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  like  manner  notify  a  time  and 
place,  within  the  said  city  of  Washington,  at  the  distance 
of  at  least  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  notification,  for 
proceeding  to  the  election  of  six  directors,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  election  to  be  then  and  there  made. 
And  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  hereby  authorized, 
during  the  next  session  of  Congress  hereafter,  to  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint  three  directors  of  the  said  bank,  whether  ihcy  be 
stockholders  or  not,  anything  in  the  provisions  of  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  and  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  first  directors 


of  the  said  bar.k,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  the  directors 
to  be  president  of  the  said  bank ;  and  the  directors  and  presi- 
dent of  the  sMid  bank  so  appointed  and  elected,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  capable  of  serving  in  their  respective  offices,  by  vir- 
tue thereof,  until  the  end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday 
of  the  month  of  January  next  ensuing  the  said  appointments 
and  elections ;  Provided,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as  ten  dollars 
on  ejch  share  are  paid,  in  manner  herein  provided,  to  ap- 
point three  directors,  who  shall  serve  until  they  arc  super- 
seded by  appointments  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
as  hereinbefore  provided:  .9nd  provided  further,  That  as 
soon  as  the  sum  of  six  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  bullion,  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or 
certificates  of  stock,  shall  have  been  actu;illy  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  said  bank, 
(exclusively  of  the  subscription  of  ten  millions  aforesaid  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,)  the  operations  of  the  same 
shall  thenceforth  commence  and  continue  at  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Sec.  10.  J}nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  directors, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such  officer.<», 
clerks  and  servants,  under  them  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
executing  the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow 
them  such  compensation,  for  their  services,  respectively,  as 
shall  be  reasonable;  and  shall  be  ca ;)ablc  of  exercising  such 
other  powers  and  authorities  for  the  well  governing  and  or- 
dering of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed, fixed,  and  determined  by  the  by-laws,  regulations, 
and  ordinances  of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  Jhid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
rules,  restrictions,  limitations,  and  provisions,  shall  form  and 
be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  said  corpora- 
tion, to  wit: — 

1st.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stockholders  shall 
be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors,  shall  be  according  to  the 
number  of  shares  he,  she,  or  they,  respectively,  shall  hold, 
in  the  proportions  following,  that  is  to  say  :  for  one  share, 
and  not  more  than  two  jhares,  one  vote ;  for  every  two  shares 
above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one  vote,  for  every  four 
shares  above  ten,  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  six  shares  above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one 
vote;  for  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  exceeding 
one  hundred,  one  vote :  for  every  ten  shares  above  one  hun- 
dred, one  vote;  but  no  person,  co-partnership,  or  body  politic 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than  sixty  votes:  and, 
after  the  first  election,  no  share  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right 
of  voting,  which  shall  not  have  been  holden  three  calendar 
months  previous  to  the  day  of  election ;  no  proxy  to  any 
officer  of  the  bank,  or  of  more  than  ninety  days'  standing, 
shall  be  valid ;  no  proxy  shall  have  a  right  to  give  more 
than  three  hundred  votes;  and  stockholders  actually  resident 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  none  others  may  vote  in 
elections  by  proxy  or  otherwise ;  and  any  person  holding  a 
proxy  may  be  required  by  any  stockholder,  at  the  time  of 
voting,  to  make  oath  that  he  believes  his  principal,  in  whose 
behalf  he  votes,  to  be  the  bona  fide  holder  of  the  share  or 
shares  and  that  no  sale  or  transfer  has  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  scale  of  voting  established  by  this 
act. 

2d.  Not  more  than  five-sixths  of  the  directors  elected  by 
the  stocliholders,  who  shall  be  in  office  at  the  time  of  an 
annual  election,  shall  be  elected  for  the  succeeding  year;  and 
no  director  shall  hold  his  office  for  more  than  five  years  out 
of  six  in  succession  ;  but  the  director  who  shall  be  president 
at  the  time  of  an  election,  may  always  be  re-appointed,  or 
selected  as  the  case  may  be. 

3d.  None  but  a  stockholder,  resident  citizen,  shall  be  a 
director.  Not  more  than  two  directors  shall  be  elected,  and 
not  more  than  one  appointed  out  of  any  one  State :  and 
they  shall  be  paid  by  said  bank  such  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  their  services  as  the  stockholders,  at  their  annual 
meeting  shall  direct;  but  the  sal.;ry  of  the  president  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  directors. 

4th.  Not  less  than  five  directors  shall  constitute  a  boaid 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  president  shall 
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always  be  one ;  and  at  least  three  of  the  five  shall  be  of  the 
directors  elected  by  the  stockholders;  and  in  case  of  sickness 
or  necessary  absence  of  the  president,  his  place  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  any  other  director  whom  ha,  by  writing,  under  his 
hand,  shall  depute  for  that  purpose,  and  the  director  so  de- 
puled  may  do  and  transact  ail  the  necessary  business  belong- 
ing to  the  office  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation, 
during  the  said  continuance  of  the  sickness  or  necessary  ab- 
sence of  the  president. 

5th.  A  number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  sixty,  who 
together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one  thousand  shares,  or  up- 
wards, shall  have  power  at  any  time  to  call  a  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes  relative  to  the  institution, 
giving  at  least  four  weeks'  notice  in  the  public  newepapeis 
of  the  place  where  the  bank  is  seated,  and  specifying  in  such 
notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

6th.  Each  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond,  with  two 
or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors,  in  a  sum 
not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  a  condition  for  his 
good  behaviour  and  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty  to 
the  corporation. 

7th.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall  be  only 
such  as  shall  be  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation, 
in  relation  to  the  convenient  transaction  of  its  business,  and 
such  as  shall  have  been  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments 
or  decrees,  or  shall  have  been  assigned  or  set  off  to  said  bank 
in  satisfaction  of  said  judgments  or  decrees,  which  shall 
have  been  obtained  for  debts  due,  or  as  have  been  bona  fide 
mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security  :  Provided,  That  no  loan 
shall  be  mado  on  the  security  of  real  estate ;  nor  shall  the 
said  corporation  hold  any  one  parcel  of  such  lands  or  tene- 
ments, not  necessary  for  the  convenient  transaction  of  its 
business,  for  a  longer  period  than  five  years. 

8th.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or 
other  contract,  over  and  above  the  debt  or  debts  due  for  mo- 
ney deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty- 
live  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the  contracting  of  any  greater 
debt  shall  have  been  previously  authorized  by  law.  In  case 
of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall 
happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their  natural  and  pri- 
vate capacities ;  and  an  action  of  debt  may  in  such  case  be 
brought  against  them,  or  any  of  them,  their,  or  any  of  their 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  in  any  court  of  record  of 
the  United  States,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execu- 
tion, any  condition,  covenant,  or  agreement,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding  ;  but  this  provision  shall  not  be  construed 
to  exempt  the  said  corporation,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods, 
,or  chattels  of  the  same,  for  being  also  habie  for,  and  charge- 
able with  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directors  as  may 
have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  contracted  or 
created,  or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resolution  or 
act  whereby  the  same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  re- 
spectively exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable  by  forth- 
with giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent, 
Xo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders, 
at  a  general  meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  to  call 
for  that  purpose. 

9th.  The  said  corporation  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly 
deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or 
silver  coin,  or  bullion,  or  goods,  or  lands  purchased  on  exe- 
cution, sued  out  on  judgments,  or  docreeds  obtained  for  the 
benefit  6f  said  bank,  or  taken  bona  fide  in  the  payment  of 
debts  due  to  it,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its 
lands.  It  shall  not  be  at  hberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt 
whatever,  nor  make  any  loan  upon  the  pledge  thereof,  nor 
shall  it  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  for  or  upon  its  loans  and  discounts;  nor  shall  the 
board  of  diiectors  of  the  said  corporation  make  donations  or 
-presents  of  its  funds  to  any  officer  or  director  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

10th.  No  loan  shall  be  made  by  the  said  corporation,  for 
the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
..Slates,  to  au  amount  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  nor 


for  any  period  exceeding  one  hundred  and  eighty  days,  or 
on  account  of  any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  for  any  period  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  eighty  days,  unless  previously  authorized 
by  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

11th.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  assigna- 
ble and  transferable,  according  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  in- 
stituted in  that  behalf,  by  the  by-laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Provided,  No  assignment  or  transfer  of  stock  shall 


same. 


at  any  time  be  made  to  others  than  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  Territories  thereof;  and  if  otherwise  made,  the 
same  shall  be  void,  and  the  stock  so  unlawfully  transferred 
shall  be  forfeited  and  accrue  to  the  surplus  fund  of  the  bank. 
l2th.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit  under  the  seal  of 
the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or 
persons,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors,  or  administrators, 
and  of  his,  her,  or  their  assignee  or  assignees,  and  so  as  ab- 
solutely to  transfer  and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and 
every  assignee  or  assignees,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors, 
or  administrators,  to  maintain  an  action  thereupon,  in  his, 
her,  or  their  own  name  or  names  :  Provided,  That  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  make  any  bilL  obligatory,  or  of  credit,  or 
other  obligation  under  its  seal,  for  the  payment  of  a  less  sum 
than  five  taousand  dollars,  or  for  a  longer  period  than  one 
year. 

13th.  AH  bills  or  notes  issued  by  order  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the 
principal  cashier  or  treas^urer  thereof,  promising  the  payment 
of  money  to  any  person  or  persons,  hfs,  her,  or  their  order, 
or  to  bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion, shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  same,  in  like 
manner,  and  with  like  force  and  efiect  as  upon  any  natural 
person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  his,  her, 
or  their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall 
be  assignable  and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  were 
so  issued  by  such  natural  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  like  manner 
and  with  the  like  effect  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are; 
and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer  shall  be  assignable 
and  negotiable  by  delivery  only:  t'rovided,  That  all  bills 
or  notes  so  to  be  issued  by  said  corporation  shall  be  made 
payable  on  demand. 

14lh.  Half  yearly  dividends  may  be  made  of  so  much  of 
the  profits  of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to  the  directors  ad- 
visable, not  exceeding  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  any  one 
half  year.  When  a  surplus  beyond  that  limit  shall  have  ac- 
cumulated in  the  said  bank  to  an  amount  exceeding  two 
millions  of  dollars,  the  excess  beyond  that  sum  and  beyond 
the  annual  dividends,  as  such  excess  accrues,  shall  be  an- 
nually transferred  and  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States;  and,  upon  the  exfiiration  of  this  charter,  any 
surplus  which  may  be  in  the  said  bank,  after  the  payment 
of  dividends  as  aforesaid,  and  after  reimbursing  the  capital 
of  the  stockholders,  shall  in  like  manner  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  If  the  dividends  shall  in  any 
half  year  fall  below  the  above  limitation  of  three  and  a  half 
per  cent,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  out  of  the  sur- 
pluses which  shall  have  been  previously  paid  over  to  the 
Treasurer,  but  out  of  no  other  funds  or  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  pay  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  The  directors  shall  make  no  dividends  ex- 
cept from  the  nett  profits  arising  from  the  business  of  the 
corporation,  and  shall  not  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner, 
pay  to  the  stockholders,  or  any  of  them,  any  part  of  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  said  corporation ;  nor  shall  they  at  any  time, 
or  in  any  way  or  manner,  reduce  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
corporation  without  the  consent  of  Congress  ;  nor  shall  the 
said  directors,  either  of  the  said  principal  bank  or  of  any 
branch  or  office  of  discount  and  deposit,  or  any  agency,  dis^ 
count,  or  suffer  to  be  discounted,  or  receive  in  payment,  or 
suffer  to  be  received  in  payment,  any  note  or  other  evidence 
of  debt  as  a  payment  of  or  upon  any  instalment  of  the  said 
capital  stock  actually  called  for  and  required  to  be  paid,  or 
with  the  intent  of  providing  the  means  of  making  such  pay- 
ment; nor  shalljiny  of  the  said  directors  receive  or  discount, 
or  sufler  to  be  received  or  discounted,  any  note  or  other  evi- 
dence of  debt,  with  intent  of  enabling  any  stockholder  to 
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withtlraw  any  part  of  the  money  paid  in  by  him  on  his  stock; 
nor  shall  the  said  directors  apply,  or  sufler  to  be  applied,  any 
portion  of  the  funds  of  the  said  corporation,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  the  purchase  of  shares  ol  its  own  stock  ;  nor  shall 
the  said  directors,  or  any  of  them,  receive  as  a  security  for 
nny  loan  or  discount,  or  in  payment  or  satisfaction  of  any 
debt  due  to  the  said  corporatinrt,  except  in  the  necessary 
course  of  collection  of  delits  previously  contracted  in  a  bona 
fide  manner  in  the  ordinary  cgurse  of  its  banking  operations, 
and  actually  due  and  unpaid,  any  shares  of  tlie  capital  stock 
of  the  said  corporation  ;  and  any  shares  of  the  saiil  capital 
Block  so  received  in  payment  of  any  such  debts  shall  be,  in 
good  fait'i,  sold  and  transferred  from  the  hands  and  owner- 
ship of  the  said  corporation  within  ten  months  from  the 
time  of  its  transfer  to  and  reception  by  the  same,  in  the  man- 
ner and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  the  said  direc- 
tors, or  any  of  them,  receive  from  any  other  banking  or 
other  stock  corporation  shares  of  the  stock  of  any  such  bank- 
ing or  other  stock  corporation,  or  any  notes,  bonds,  or  other 
evidences  of  debt  issued  by  or  upon  the  credit  of  such  cor- 
poration, in  exchange  for  the  shares  of  slock,  notes,  bonds, 
or  other  evidences  of  debt  of  the  corporation  created  by  this 
act. 

And  the  said  directors.  In  determining  what  are  "  nelt 
profits  "- of  the  said  corporation  from  which  the  dividends 
allowed  by  this  article  may  be  made,  shall  first  deduct  from 
the  profits  of  the  business  of  the  said  corporation  all  expenses 
paid  or  incurred,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  attending 
the  management  of  the  aflfairs  and  the  transaction  of  the  bu- 
siness of  the  said  corporatiorr;  all  interest  paid,  or  then  ac- 
crued, due  and  unpaid,  on  debts  owing  by  the  said  corpora- 
tion ;  and  all  losses  sustained  by  the  said  corporation  ;  and 
in  the  computation  of  such  losses,  all  debts  owing  to  the  cor- 
poration shall  be  included  which  shall  have  remained  due, 
without  prosecution,  and  no  interest  shall  have  been  paid 
thereon,  for  more  than  one  year;  or  on  which  judgments 
shall  have  been  recovered  that  shall  have  remained  for  more 
than  two  years  unsatisfied,  and  on  which  no  interest  shall 
hav^  been  paid  during  that  period.  If  there  shall  be  a  fail- 
ure in  the  payment  of  any  part  of  any  sum  subscribed  to  the 
capital  of  the  said  bank,  the  stockholder  so  delinquent  shall 
lose  the  benefit  of  any  dividend  which  may  have  accrued 
prior  to  the  time  for  making  such  payment,  and  during  the 
delay  of  the  same. 

15th.  Once  in  every  year  the  directors  shall  lay  before  the 
stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  or  publish  for  their  in- 
formation, an  exact  and  particular  statement  of  the  debts 
which  shall  remain  unpaid  after  the  expiration  of  the  ori- 
ginal credit,  and  of  the  surplus  of  the  profits,  if  any,  after  de- 
ducting losses  and  dividends. 

16th.  The  directors  of  the  said  corporation  shall  establish 
one  competent  ofBce  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  State  in 
which  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been  subscribed,  or 
may  be  held,  whenever,  upon  application  of  the  Legislature 
of  such  State,  Congress  may  by  law  require  the  same.  And 
the  said  directors  may  also  establish  one  or  more  competent 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  any  Territory  or  District  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  any  State,  with  the  assent  of  such 
State;  and  when  established,  the  said  office  or  offices  shall 
be  only  withdrawn  or  removed  by  the  said  directors  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  this  charter,  with  the  previous  assent  of 
Congress:  I'rovided,  in  respect  to  any  State  which  shall 
not,  at  the  first  session  of  the  IjCgislature  thereof  held  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  by  resolution  or  other  usual  legisla- 
tive firoceeding,  unconditionally  assent  or  dissent  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  office  or  offices  within  it,  such  assent  of 
the  said  State  shall  be  thereafter  presumed  :  ^^nd  pi-oridcd 
nevertheless.  That  whenever  it  shall  become  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  any  of  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  Constitution,  to  establish  an  office  or  offices  in 
any  of  the  Slates  whatever,  and  the  establishment  thereof 
shall  be  directed  by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  di- 
rectors to  establish  such  office  or  offices  accordingly.  And 
the  said  directors  shall  have  power  to  commit  the  manage- 
ment of  the  said  officer  and  the  business  thereof,  respective- 
ly, to  such  persons,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  may 
4ievva  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  to  this  charter. — 


Or,  instead  of  establishing  such  offices  it  shall  be  lawful  fot 
the  directors  of  the  said  corporation,  fiom  time  to  time,  to 
employ  any  agent  or  agents,  or  any  other  bank  or  banks,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  any  place 
or  places  that  the  said  directors  may  deem  safe  and  proper, 
to  manage  and  transact  the  business  as  aforesaid,  other  than 
for  the  purp>>scs  of  discount,  and  to  perform  the  duties  here- 
inafter required  of  the  said  corporation,  to  be  managed  and 
transacted  by  such  officers,  under  such  agreements  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  as  they  shall  deem  just  and  proper. 
Not  more  than  nine  nor  less  than  five  managers  or  directors 
of  every  office,  established  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  directors  of  the  said  corporation,  to  serve  ono 
year.  The  said  managers  or  directors  shall  choose  a  presir 
dent  from  their  own  number  ;  they  shall  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  of  the  State,  'J'errilory  or  Dis- 
trict, wherein  such  office  is  established  ;  and  at  least  one  of 
the  said  managers  or  directors  shall  be  ineligible  to  re-ap- 
pointment at  the  end  of  every  first  and  each  succeeding 
year  ;  but  the  president  may  be  always  re-appointed. 

17th.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  furnished  from  time  to  time,  as 
often  as  he  may,  require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  with 
such  statements  of  the  condition  and  business  of  said  cor- 
poration as  he  may  especially  direct ;  and  he  shall  also  have 
a  right  to  inspect,  or  cause  to  be  inspected  by  some  one  by 
him  duly  authorized,  all  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of 
the  said  corporation,  of  every  kind,  including  the  accounts 
cf  individuals,  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  exami- 
nation into  the  affairs,  transactions,  and  condition  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  and  the  condition  of  the  bank  shall  be  published 
monthly,  in  such  manner,  and  with  such  particularity  as 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  shall  direct.  And  the  said 
bank,  and  its  offices  of  disccunt  and  deposit,  shall  be  open 
at  all  times  to  the  full  and  unrcsiricted  inspection  and  ex- 
amination of  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress,  to  a 
committee  of  the  stockholders,  and  to  each  and  all  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  full 
and  unrestricted  inspection  and  examination  as  aforesaid, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  ony  one  by  him  duly  au- 
thorized, or  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress,  may 
respectively  summion  and  examine,  under  oath,  all  the  di- 
rectors, officers,  or  agents  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  any 
branch  or  agency  thereof,  and  such  other  witnesses  as  they 
may  think  projier,  in  relation  to  the  affairs,  transactions,  and 
condition  of  the  corporation;  and  any  such  director,  officer, 
agent,  or  other  person,  who  shall  refuse,  without  justifiable 
cause,  to  appear  and  testify  when  thereto  required,  as  afore- 
said, shall,  on  conviction;  be  subject  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  lor  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year.  And  upon  the  question  of  any  loan  or 
discount  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  where  the  same  is 
granted,  if  any  member  shall  dissent,  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
liy  ayes  and  noes,  and  shall  be  entered  on  the  books  of  tho 
bank,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  inspection  as  the  other 
proceedings  of  the  said  bank ;  and  no  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank,  nor  any  loans,  discounts,  or  payments  made 
by  it,  nor  any  order  given  by  it,  shall  be  concealed  or  kept 
secret  from  the  Government  directors,  nor  shall  the  said  di- 
rectors be  excluded  from  the  free  and  full  participation  in  all 
transactions  and  business  of  the  institution. 

18th.  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars ;  but  Congress  may  hereafter,  if  it  shall  think  fit, 
restrain  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes  to  ten  dollars;  nor 
shall  the  said  bank  knowingly  increase  the  amount  of  the 
debts  due  to  it,  when  the  notes  in  circulation  exceed  three 
times  the  amount  of  specie  in  its  vaults  ;  and  whenever  such 
excess  takes  place  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation 
to  return  to  such  proportion  as  speedily  as  shall  be  safe  and 
practicable. 

I9th.  The  debts  due  and  becoming  due  to  said  bank,  shall 
never,  at  any  one  time,  exceed  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock  actually  paid  in,  and  seventy-five  per  cent,  advanced 
thereon. 

2(th.  No  paper  shall  be  discounted  or  any  loan  made  by 
said  bank  for  a  longer  period  than  one  hundred  and  eighty 
days  ;  nor  shall  any  note,  or  bill,  or  other  debt,  or  evidence 
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of  debt,  be  renewed  or  extended  by  any  engagement  or  con- 
tract of  said  bank,  after  the  time  for  which  it  was  negotiated 
shall  have  expired. 

21st.  The  said  bank  shall  not  hold  any  public  debt  or 
stocks,  or  the  stocks  of  any  incorporated  institution,  unless 
taken  for  the  security  or  in  satisfaction  of  debts  previously 
contracted. 

22d.  The  said  bank  shall  not  pay  out  the  notes  of  any 
other  bank,  or  anything  except  legal  coin,  or  its  own  notes. 

^Gd.  The  directors  of  the  said  bank  shall  not,  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  discount  any  promissory  note  or  bill 
of  exchange,  or  make  any  loan  whatever,  except  it  be  a  loan 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  iStates  according  to  the 
provisions  of  law. 

2  4th.  All  notes  or  bills,  adapted  and  intended  to  circulate 
as  money,  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  parent 
institution  at  Washington,  shall  be  signed  as  hereinbefore 
provided  for,  and  shall  be  made  payable  at  the  banking- 
house  in  Washington,  or  at  some  one  of  the  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit,  to  be  specified  on  the  face  of  the  note  or 
bill,  except  notes  of  a  denomination  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars, which  may  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Cashier  of 
any  office  of  discount  and  deposit  at  which  they  may  be  is- 
sued and  made  payable,  but  shall  nevertheless,  be  prepared 
at  and  authorized  by  the  parent  institution  at  Washington. 
And  no  notes  or  bills  but  such  as  are  prepared  and  signed, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  issued  by  any  of  the  said  offices  of  dis- 
count and  deposit :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  the  said  offices  from 
selling  drafts  for  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  each,  drawn  and 
intended  for  the  purpose  of  remittance. 

The  notes  or  bills  of  said  corporation,  although  the  same 
be  upon  their  face,  respectively,  made  payable  at  a  particular 
place  only,  shall,  nevertheless,  be  received  by  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  at  any  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit, 
when  tendered  in  liquidation  or  payment  of  any  debt  or  ba- 
lance due  to  said  corporation. 

25th.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  shall  not  be  permit- 
ted to  borrow  money  from  the  said  corporation  or  contract 
any  debt  therewith  in  any  manner  whatever;  and  no  note 
or  bill,  of  which  such  officer  is  maker,  drawer,  endorser,  ac- 
ceptor, or  otherwise  a  party,  shall  be  discounted  :  Provided, 
That  the  entire  liability  of  any  one  director  of  any  of  said 
offices  to  said  corporation  may  exist  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars :  ^^7id  provided  also,  That  no 
note  or  bill  shall  be  discounted  for  any  member  of  either 
House  of  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  any  person  or  persons  for  or  to  the  use  of  the 
same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling  any  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities  whatsoever,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  and  every  person  or  persons, 
by  whom  any  order  or  direction  for  so  dealing  or  trading 
shall  have  been  given,  and  all  and  every  person  or  persons, 
who  shall  have  been  concerned  as  parties  or  agents  therein, 
shall  forfeit  and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares, 
merchandise  and  commodities,  in  which  such  dealing  and 
trade  shall  have  been  ;  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
former, and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  recovered  in  any  action  of  law,  with  costs  of 
suit. 

Sec.  13.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  advance  or  lend  any  sum  of  money  for  the 
use,  or  on  account  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  or  for  the 
use  or  on  account  of  any  particular  State,  to  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (unless  specially  au- 
thorized by  law)  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  by  and 
with  whose  order,  agreement,  consent,  approbation  and  con- 
nivance, such  unlawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or  sums  which 
have  been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or  lent ;  one-fifth  thereof 
to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  14.  ^7id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation  originally  made  payable,  or 


which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand,  shall  be  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  act  of  Congress  :  Provided,  however.  That 
if  the  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  shall  at  any  time 
suspend  specie  payments,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  dis- 
charge, on  demand,  any  and  all  of  its  liabilities  in  specie, 
then  its  bills  or  notes  shall  not,  during  such  suspension,  be 
received  in  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  of  the  United 
States;  and  such  suspension  of  specie  payments  shall  be 
held  and  adjudged  a  cause  of  forfeiture  of  the  charter  hereby 
granted. 

Sec.  15.  ^Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  act,  and  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall  give  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  place  to 
place  within  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  cre- 
ditors, and  shall  also  do  and  perform  the  several  respective 
duties  formerly  required  of  the  pension  agents  and  commis- 
sioners of  loans  for  the  several  States,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowances 
on  account  of  difference  of  exchange. 

Sec.  16.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  deposits 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the 
said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be 
made  in  said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  Congress  shall 
otherwise  direct  by  law,  and  that  all  public  moneys  in  de- 
posit in  said  bank  or  standing  on  its  books  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  and  all  payments  made  by  the 
Treasurer  shall  be  in  checks  drawn  on  said  bank  :  Provi' 
ded.  That  if  the  said  bank  shall  suspend  specie  payments 
during  the  recess  of  Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  moneys  until  the  action  of  Congress  can  be  had 
thereon,  and  he  shall  report  the  same  to  Congress  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  next  after  such  suspension. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  at  any  time  suspend  or  refuse  payment  in 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  any  of  its  notes,  bills,  or  obligations, 
nor  of  any  moneys  received  upon  deposit  in  said  bank,  or 
any  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposit ;  and  if  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  at  any  time  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay,  on  de- 
mand, any  bill,  note,  or  obligation,  issued  by  the  corporation 
according  to  the  contract,  promise  or  undertaking  therein 
expressed,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay,  on  demand,  any 
moneys  received  in  said  bank,  or  in  any  of  its  offices  afore- 
said, on  deposit,  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive 
the  same,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  holder  of  any 
such  note,  bill,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or, persons  en- 
titled to  receive  and  demand  such  moneys  as  aforesaid,  shall 
respectively  be  entitled  to  receive  and  recover  interest  on  the 
said  bills,  notes,  obligations,  or  moneys,  until  the  same  shall 
be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  per 
annum,  from  the  time  of  such  demand  aforesaid  :  Provided, 
That  Congress  may,  at  any  time  hereafter,  enact  laws  en- 
forcing and  regulating  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the 
notes,  bills,  obligations,  or  other -debts,  of  which  payment 
shall  have  been  refused  as  aforesaid,  with  the  rate  of  interest 
abovementioned,  vesting  jurisdiction  for  that  purpose  in  any 
Courts  of  the  United  States,  or  ^I'erritories  thereof,  as  they 
may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  e?iacted.  That  if  any  person 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid 
or  assist  in  falsely  making,  forging  or  counterfeiting,  any 
bill  or  note  in  imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  bill  or  note 
issued  by  order  of  said  bank,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the 
said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof;  or  shall 
falsely  alter,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  wil- 
lingly aid  or  assist  in  falsely  altering,  any  bill  or  note  issued 
by  order  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  order  or  check  on  the  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof;  or  shall  pass,  ut- 
ter, or  publish,  as  true,  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  bill  or 
note,  purporting  to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  said 
bank,  or  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  check 
upon  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof, 
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knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  forged  or  counterfeited;  or  shall 
pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass^,  utter,  or  publish, 
as  true,  any  falsely  altered  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the 
said  bank,  or  any  falsely  altered  order  or  check  on  the  said 
bank  or  corporation,  or  any  cashier  thereof,  knowing  the 
6ame  to  be  falsely  altered,  with  intention  to  defraud  the  said 
corporation,  or  any  other  body  politic  or  person  ;  or  shall 
sell,  utter,  or  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  sold,  uttered,  or  deliver- 
ed, any  forged  or  counterfeit  note  or  bill  in  imitation  of,  or 
purporting  to  be,  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  said 
bank,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited. 


I  Sec.  2o.  Mnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  a 
,  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress,  appointed  to  inspect 
I  the  books  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
;  poration  hereby  created,  shall  report  that  the  provisions  of 
^  this  charter  have  been  by  the  same  violated,  or  the  President 
j  of  the  United  States  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
j  charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to 
I  direct,  or  the  President  to  order  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out 
[  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
j  Columbia,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  (which  shall 

,  unu     .  1        .      .•    ,      .       •■  '  Reserved  upon  the  President  of  the  corporation  for  the  time 

every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  ^  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commencemert  of  the 
felony;  and  being  thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  term  of  said  court,)  calling  upon  the  said  corporation  to 
shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor,  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  not 
lor  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years  ;  or  be  declared  forfeited  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court 
shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fined  not  upon  the  return  of  the  said  scire  facias,  to  examine  into  the 
exceeding  hve  thousand  dollars  :  Provided,  I  hat  nothing  |  truth  of  the  alleged  violation  ;  and  if  such  violation  be  made 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  Courts  of  to  appear,  then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  char- 
the  individual  btates  of  a  jurisdiction  under  the  laws  of  the  |  ter  is  forfeited  and  annulled  ;  Provided  ho-wever.  That  every 
several  States,  over  any  olience  declared  punisliable  by  this  '  issue  of  fact  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 

^*^c        ,n     a    77     •    y      7  ,    rp,       .^  and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury.     And 

Sec.  19.  .1ml  be  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to  require  the  pro- 
shall  make  or  engrave,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  made  or  en-  \  duction  of  such  of  the  books  or  papers  of  the  corporation 
graved,  or  shall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any  plate,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  con- 
engraved  after  the  similitude  of  any  [date  from  which  any 


notes  or  bills  issued  by  the  said  corporation  shall  have  been 
printed,  with  intent  to  use  such  plate,  or  cause  or  sutler  the 
same  to  be  used,  in  forging  or  counterf,  iiing  any  of  the 
notes  or  bills  issued  by  the  said  corporation  ;  or  shall  have 
in  his  custody  or  possession  any  blank  note  or  notes,  bill  or 
bills,  engraved  and  printed  after  the  similitude  of  any  notes  ! 
or  bills  issued  by  said  corporation,  with  intent  to  use  such  : 
blanks,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  Uied  in  forging  or  \ 


ary  loi  luu  asceriainment  oi  me  con- 
troverted facts:  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court  afore- 
said shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  by  writ  of  error,  and  be  there  reversed  or  affirmed  ac- 
cording to  the  usages  of  the  law. 

Sec.  24.  ^flnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  assume  or  exercise  any  franchise  or  privilege, 
or  attempt  to  carry  on  any  business  not  allowed  by  this  act, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  direction  of  Congress,  or  of  the  President 


counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  issued  by  the  said  !  of  the  United  Slates,  to  file  an  information  in  the  nature  of 


a  bill  in  equity,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  restrain  by  injunction  the 
said  bank  from  assuming  or  exercising  such  franchise  or 


corporation  ;  or  s^hall  have  in  his  custody  or  possession  any 
paper  adapted  to  the  making  of  bank  notes  or  bills  and  simi- 
lar to  the  paper  upon  which  any  notes  or  bills  of  the  said 

corporation  shall  have  been  issued,  with  intent  to  use  such  '  privilege,  or  transacting  such  business.  And  the  said  court 
paper,  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  he  used  in  forging  or  j  may  issue  temporary  or  perpetual  writs  of  injunction  direct 
counterfeiting  any  of  the  notes  or  bills  issued  by  the  said  j  such  course  of  proceedings,  and  make  all  such  orders  and 
corporation,  every  such  person,  being  thereof  convicted  by  decrees,  on  such  information  as  may  be  consonant  with  the 
due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  a  |  course  of  such  court  in  cases  in  equity  ;  Provided  That 
term  not  exceeding  five  years,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  ex-  j  no  final  decree  shall  be  made  in  any  such  case,  unless  the 
cceding  one  thousand  d.. liars.  ,  issues  of  fict  joined  therein  shall  be  first  found  by  a  jury. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  if  any  officer,  ■  And  that  from  such  final  decree,  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to 
agent,  or  servant  of  the  said  bank,  shall  embezzle  or  appro- ,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates, 
priate  to  his  own  use  any  moneys,  goods,  effects,  or  funds  of 


the  said  bank,  with  intent  to  cheat  or  defraud  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  shall  make  false  entries  upon  the  books  of  the 
said  bank  with  intent  to  defraud  the  said  corporation,  or  any 
other  person  whatsoever,  such  officer,  agent,  or  servant,  shall 
be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  imprisoned,  not 
exceeding  six  years. 

Sec.  21.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  other  bank 
shall  be  established  by  any  furtlier  law  of  the  United  States 
during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation  hereby  created : 
I'rovided,  That  Congress  may  renew  or  modify  the  charters 
of  the  banks  heretofore  established  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  establish  other  banks  within  and  for  the  use  of 
the  said  District,  so  that  the  aggregate  ca[)ital  of  all  the  banks 
chartered  for  the  said  District  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  millions  of  dullars.  And,  notwithstanding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it 
shall  be  lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style  and  caf)acity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  and  for  the  final  settlement  and  liqui- 
dation of  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and 
for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed  ;  but  not  for  any  other  purpose  or  any  other  manner 
whatever,  for  a  period  exceeding  two  years  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  said  term  of  incorporation. 

Sec.  22.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  subscrip- 
tions and  payments  to  said  bank  shall  not  be  made  and  com- 
pleted, so  as  to  enable  the  same  to  commence  its  operations; 
or.  if  the  said  bank  shall  not  commence  its  operations  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  then,  and  in  that  case. 
Congress  may,  at  any  time  within  twelve  months  thereafter, 
declare,  by  law,  tliis  act  null  and  void.  . 


Passed  the  Senate,  July  28,  1841. 

Attest:  ASBURY  mCKElUS,  Secreiarij. 
Passed  the  House,  August  6th,  1S41. 


Pennsylvania  Lead. 

There  seems  to  be  no  mistake  about  the  lead  mine  in 
Northumberland  county.  The  Sunbury  American  says: 
"  Several  hands  have  been  engaged  during  the  last  three 
months  in  working  and  exploring  the  lead  mine  near  this 
place,  which  was  discovered  about  a  year  since.  They  have 
already  taken  out  about  2.5  tons  of  the  ore,  which  will  on 
an  average  yield  about  sixty  per  cent,  of  pure  metal.  The 
vein  now  working  is  about  two  feet  in  thickness.  There  are 
several  other  veins  which  have  not  yet  been  opened." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  find  the  following  in  a  Milton 
paper  as  an  advertisement : 

'■  Lead  Pipe  of  difierent  sizes  and  weight — rolled  bars  cut 
in  pound  and  half  pound  weights,  to  suit  merchants,  to  be 
had  at  the  steam  mill  in  the  borough  of  Milton.  Farmers  and 
others,  wishing  to  lay  water  pipes  for  fountains,  &c.  will 
find  it  much  cheaper  and  better  in  every  respect  to  lay  lead 
pipe,  as  they  will  last  for  several  age.i,  and  then  can  be  taken 
up  and  sold  for  nearly  as  much  as  their  first  cost.  The  pub- 
lic are  invited  to  call  and  judge  for  themselves. 

ROBERT  M.  SEYDELL." 

If  this  lead  mine  should  continue  to  yield  as  it  has  begun, 
it  will  add  immeasurnbly  lo  the  wealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
whose  minerals  arc  destined  to  make  her  not  only  the  first 
State  in  the  Union,  but  in  the  world. 
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Sanli-rupt  Xiaw.—Its  History. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1800,  Congress  passed  a  uniform 
bankrupt  law.  At  this  time  the  business  of  the  country  was 
limited  ;  the  relations  between  debtor  and  creditor  stood  upon 
a  dilfercnt  fooliDg;  imprisonment  for  debt  existed  in  nearly 
all  the  States.  The  Liw  applied  to  merchants  and  traders 
only.  A  farmer,  a  lawyer,  or  a  mechanic,  had  to  become  a 
trader,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  its  provisions.  A  change  in  the  political  parties 
of  the  day  was  not  without  its  effect  upon  this  law.  It  was 
repealed  December  19,  1803.  Had  the  law  remained,  and 
been  amended  as  time  and  experience  would  have  suggested, 
it  would  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  country,  not  only 
in  a  moral  but  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  The  country 
would  have  eacaped  many  of  the  convulsions  and  disasters 
which  it  has,  since  that  period,  passed  through. 

The  next  action  on  this  subject  was  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. January  I,  1812,  when  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  uni- 
form law  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy. 

In  the  House,  January  3,  181.5,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill.  (See  bill  H.  of 
R.  No.  fiSiJ.)  At  this  tirae"lJoston,  IN'ew  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Baltimore,  sent  in  strong  petitions  in  lavor.  {See  House 
Journal,  15lh  Congress.) 

In  the  House,  February  27,  1816,  Mr.  Nelson,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bi'l,  April  22,  Com- 
mittee discharged,  and  the  subject  indefinitely  postponed. 

In  the  House,  December  \'S,  181G,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill.  February 
24,  1817,  Committee  discharged,  and  the  subject  indefinitely 
postponed. 

In  the  House,  December  12,  1817,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bdl.  (See  bill 
No.  6.)  February  1.3,  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
debated  from  time  to  time,  and  finally  indefinitely  postponed 
— 82  to  70.     (See  this  Debate.) 

In  the  House,  November  24,  1818,  Mr.  Hopkinson,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  again ;  but 
it  was  not  acted  upon. 

In  the  House,  December  11,1819,  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  tlie 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill ;  but  it  was  not 
acted  upon. 

In  the  Senate,  January  12,  1820,  Mr.  Smith,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  me- 
morials of  a  large  number  of  the  merchants  of  Boston  and 
other  towns  in  Massachusetts;  of  merchants  and  others  of 
New  Haven,  Connecticut;  of  merchants  and  others  of  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire;  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
New  York.  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  for  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  reported  a 
bill,  and  it  was  debated  from  January  14  to  iVIarch  30,  and 
lost  in  its  passfige  to  be  engrossed — 19  to  17. 

In  the  Senate,  January  2,  1821,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  January  11,  Mr.  Smith,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment,  which  was  debated  and  engrossed.  February 
14,  the  question,  iS'hull  this  bill  pass?  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  1 9.  So  the  bill  passed  the  Senate, 
and  was  sent  down  to  the  House. 

In  the  House,  February  20,  1821,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  came  in  with  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  Sta'es, 
and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  House;  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  (See  bill  from 
Senate,  No.  20.)  This  bill  failed  from  not  being  acted 
upon. 

In  the  House,  December  11,  1821,  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  again,  (see  bill 
No.  1,)  which  was  debated  from  tiine  to  lime  until  March 
12,  1822,  when  the  bill  was  lost  in  its  passage  to  be  engross- 
ed^-99  nays  to  72  yeas.  March  12,  1822,  on  the  rejection 
of  this  bill,  Mr.  Walworth  laid  upon  the  table  a  joint  reso- 
lution that  the  Constitution  be  ainended  so  as  to  give  back  to 
tJie  States  the  power  they  had  on  this  subject  previously  to 


the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  March  22,  the  above  reso- 
lution was  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  (See 
House  Journal,  1H21  and  1822,  page  340.) 

In  the  House,  December  11,  1823,  Mr.  13reck  moved  (hat 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  int» 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. December  3J,  Mr.  W  ebster,  from  the  Committee  en 
the  Judiciary,  reported  that,  from  ivant  of  time  at  this  ses- 
sion, it  was  i?ie.rpediejit  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

In  the  House,  May  26,  1 824,  Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  that  it  was  iiotv  expedient 
to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

In  the  House,  December  6,  1825,  .lohn  Q.  Adams,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  iiis  annual  message  to  both 
Houses,  recommended  the  passage  of  a  bill.  The  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  January  3, 
1826,  Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  a  resolution  that  it  was  expedient  to  pass  such  a  bill. 
Tile  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  February  6,  Mr. 
Wickliffe  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  procure  the 
stntutes  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  and  have  the  same 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members.  Subject  laid  upon  the 
talde. 

In  the  Senate,  December  13,  1825,  Mr.  Smith  moved  that 
a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Mr.  Hayne 
moved  to  amend  the  same  so  as  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy.  February  21,  1826,  Mr.  Hayne  report- 
ed a  bill,  which  was  debated  from  time  to  time,  and  finally 
laid  upon  the  talkie  May  24,  1826. 

In  the  Senate,  December  6,  1826,  Mr,  Hayne  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  which  was,  December  19 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  February  6,  1827, 
the  bill  was  debated  and  lost  in  its  passage  to  be  engrossed — 
27  to  21.     (See  speeches  on  this  bill.) 

December  4,  1827,  John  Q.  Adams,  Pre.sident  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  annual  message,  recommended  to  both 
Houses  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  bill. 

In  the  House,  April  .5,  1832,  Mr.  John  Davis  presented  a' 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  favor  of  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy.  (See  House  Journal,  22d 
Congress,  page  568.) 

In  the  House,  September  .5,  1837,  extra  session,  Mr.  Van* 
Buren,  President  of  the  United  States,  recoinmendcd  in  his 
message  to  both  Houses  the  passage  of  a  bill,  and  to  apply 
in  particular  to  banks  and  bankers.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  also  made  a  report.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  September  21,  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  this  extr* 
session. 

In  the  Senate,  September  5,  1837,  extra  session,  the  same 
action  was  had  in  the  House,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  leg- 
islate on  the  subject  at  that  session. 

In  the  Senate,  January  13,  1840,  Mr.  Norvell  moved  that 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill.  April  1,  Mr.  Webster 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  (S.  No.  244,) 
which  was  read  and  referred.  April  3,  Mr.  Tallmadge  ask- 
ed and  obtained  l^ave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  (S.  No.  295,)  which' 
was  read  and  referred.  April  22,  Mr.  Clayton,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  (S.  No.  324.) 
Mr.  Wall,  from  a  minority  of  the  Committee,  reported  an 
amendment  to  bill  No.  324.  June  12,  Mr.  Crittenden,  from' 
the  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate  bill 
No.  324,  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Wall,  report- 
ed the  bill  with  the  amendment  to  the  Senate.  He  also  re- 
ported a  bill  (S.  No.  369)  which  was  debated  from  time  to 
time;  and  June  25,  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  (S. 
No.  369,)  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 21  to  19.  So  the' 
Senate  passed  the  bill,  and  sent  it  down  to  the  House. 

In  the  House,  February  10,  1840,  Mr.  Hubbard  moved' 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy. March  9,  Mr.  McKay  moved  that  they  should  in- 
quire also  as  to  banks  and  other  corporations.   Februarj-  29, 
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Mr.  Curtis  informed  the  House  that,  when  in  order,  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

June  25,  4  o'clach  P.  M.  Mr.  Dickens,  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  came  in  with  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  and  asked  the  concurrence 
of  the  House.  (Senate  bill  No.  369.)  July  7,  laid  upon 
the  table  by  nearly  a  party  vote — 101  to  89. 

In  the  Senate,  December  30,  1840,  Mr.  Crittenden,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  (S.  No.  160,) 
which  was  debated  from  time  to  time  until  February  27, 1 84 1 , 
when  the  subject  was  passed  over  from  want  of  time,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  at 
the  next  session. 

In  the  House,  extra  session,  June  12,  ISil,  Mr.  Biiggs 
moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

In  the  Senate,  extra  session,  June  25,  1841,  Mr.  Berrien, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  a  bill. 

In  the  House,  July  1,  1841,  John  Tyler,  President  of  the 
United  States,  sent  a  special  message  to  the  House  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  bill,  with  a  petition  of  3,000  citizens 
from  New  York. 

In  the  House,  July  21,  Mr.  Barnard,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill,  with  a  written  report  in 
favor  of  the  measure ;  both  of  which  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  He  also  offered  a  resolution  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  legislate  upon  the  subject  at  this  extra  session ; 
which  resolution,  after  debate,  was  laid  upon  the  table,  yeas 
118,  nays  81. 

In  Senate,  July  22,  1841,  Mr.  Berrien,  according  to  no- 
tice, called  up  the  Bankrupt  bill.  July  23,  Mr.  Nicholson 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  "  Banks  and  other 
Corporations,"  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
34  to  16.  The  bill  was  debated  until  July  24,  when  the 
question  was  put  "Shall  this  bill  pass?"  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  yeas  26,  nays  23.  So  the  Senate  passed  the 
bill,  and  sent  it  down  to  the  House. 

In  the  House,  July  24,  1841,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
came  in  with  the  bill  to  establish  a  Uniform  System  of  Bank- 
ruptcy, and  asked  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

In  the  House,  July  31, 1841,  Mr.  Barnard  moved  that  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  be  printed.  Mr.  Sprigg 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  called  the  yeas  and 
nays — decided  in  the  negative,  123  to  91.  The  bill  was  then 
referred. 

The  only  thing  now  wanted  is  the  favorable  action  of  the 
House  to  make  this  great  measure  the  permanent  law  of  the 
land.  By  so  doing,  the  interest  of  society  and  the  interest 
of  the  creditors  will  be  harmonised  and  promoted,  the  un- 
fortunate relieved  and  sustained,  and  the  laws  respected  and 
enforced.    (See  bill  as  passed  page  122.) 

Commerce  of  France. 

The  external  commerce  of  France  amounted  in  the  year 
1840,  to  two  billions,  sixty-three  millions  of  francs;  that  is 
113  millions  more  than  in  1839,  171  more  than  in  1838, 
and  671  millions  more  than  the  decennial  average  of  from 
1827  to  1836. 

This  general  amount  of  two  billions,  sixty-three  millions 
is  divided  almost  equally  between  importation  and  exporta- 
tion ;  one  billion,  fifty-two  millions  for  the  former,  and  one 
billion,  eleven  millions  for  the  latter.  Special  commerce 
figures  in  this  for  one  billion,  442  millions ;  that  is,  115  mil- 
lion's more  than  in  1839,  440  mare  than  the  average  of  from 
1827  to  1836. 

The  1442  millions  of  special  comrrrerce  give  747  millions 
to  importation,  and  695  raillioiis^  to  exportation.  The  in- 
crease of  importation  for  1840;  compared  with  that  of  1839, 
is  97  millions;  that  of  exportation,  only  18  millions. 

This  simple  statement  of  numbers  shows  that  in  1840 
our  exchanges  with  the  foreigner  have  made  great  progress. 
Let  us  examine  upon  what  articles  the  increase  has  taken 
place.  It  was  said  that  the  increase  was  almo.st  exclusively 
upon  corn ;  the  assertion  is  exaggerated.  The  surplus  is 
115  millions;  therefore  the  surplus  of  the  importations  of 
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corn  is  only  seven  millions  to  general  commerce ;  it  is  true 
that  it  amounts  to  22  millions  for  special  commerce.  The 
principal  cause  for  the  increase  ought  much  rather  to  be 
sought  in  the  importation  of  cotton,  which,  in  1840,  repre- 
sented a  value  of  151  million.^!,  or  60  millions  more  than  in 

1839,  a  surplus  which,  to  special  commerce  is  23  millions; 
this  fact  denotes  an  increase  of  activity  in  our  cotton  industry^ 
and  it  will  be  seen  further  on  that  this  conjecture  will  be  con- 
firmed by  the  increase  of  exportation  of  our  cotton  tissues. 
It  is  just  to  remark  that  the  arrivals  of  cotton  in  1839  were' 
very  considerable,  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  harvest 
in  the  United  States.  Thus  the  provisionings  of  1840  must 
have  increased  by  as  much. 

With  cotton,  other  matters  necessary  for  trade,  such  as 
indigo,  silk,  linseed,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  &c.,  offered  each 
rather  a  large  surplus.  But  wool  presents  on  the  contrary, 
a  sensible  diminution,  either  from  the  failing  of  the  manu- 
factures or  from  a  more  abundant  production  of  wool.  The 
former  supposition  seems  little  probable,  for  the  exportation 
of  woollen  stuffs  increased  a  little  in  1840,  It  will,  at  all 
events,  be  impossible  to  establish  this  fact  as  long  as  the 
minister  of  commerce  will  persist  in  giving  no  yearly  sta-' 
tistical  account  of  the  principal  branches  of  our  internal 
works  and  produce.  This  may  be  difficult;  but  we  do  not 
think  it  impossible. 

The  importation  of  English  linen  thread  scarcely  increased 
in  1840.  Has  it,  at  last,  found  limits'?  We  doubt  it,  even 
with  the  recent  rise  of  the  tariff.  Weaving  machinery  is 
powerful  in  England;  let  us  make  haste  and  profit  by  this 
respite,  in  order  to  bring  it  into  use  in  France.  An  import- 
ant fact  to  signalize  is  the  constant  diminution  of  the  im- 
portation of  cattle ;  it  is  upon  this  article  that  our  unmerci- 
ful taxes  ought  to  be  reduced.  The  consumption  of  our  co- 
lonial sugars  shows  in  1840  a  great  surplus. 

The  exportations  of  our  wines  and  brandy  increased  in' 

1840.  People  affect  to  say  that  it  is  continually  increasing. 
This  is  also  false;  but  what  is  incontestible  is,  that  our 
wines — that  great  source  of  wealth  to  France  — find  very 
few  places  where  they  can  be  exported. 

During  the  period  between  1826  and  1 830,  France  export- 
ed 5,321,000  hect.  of  ordinary  wines,  of  which  2,151,0C0 
were  exported  from  the  Gironde,  and  3,170,000  from  the 
other  parts  of  the  countrv.  The  total  from  1836  to  1840^ 
was  6,325,000  hect.,  of  which  2,900,000  were  exported  by 
the  Gironde,  and  4,235,000  from  the  other  departments. 
Thus  upon  the  whole  of  the  wines  exported  there  is  an  in- 
crease ;  upon  those  of  Bordeaux  a  decrease. 

There  is  a  local  cause  which  it  is  necessary  to  examine. 

The  exportation  of  our  cotton  tissue  has  remarkably  in- 
creased. From  86  mdlions,  in  1839,  it  increased  to  109 
millions  in  1810,  an  increase  of  23  millions — an  increase 
proportioned  to  that  of  cotton.  In  fact,  we  now  sell  to  for- 
eigners tissues  of  French  cotton  double  what  we  exported 
ten  years  ago.  It  is  certainly  little  in  comparison  with  th« 
450  millions  exported  annually  by  England;  but,  at  all 
events,  our  cotton  industry  is  evidently  in  a  way  of  progress, 
and  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  will  receive  a  new  impulse  from 
the  facility  acquired  by  Alsace  by  the  treaty  with  Holland, 
of  having  its  primary  produce  upon  easy  conditions.  As  to 
our  silk  tissues,  their  exportation  very  little  increased  in 
1840,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the  distrust  which  the 
American  financial  crisis  caused.  But  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  five  millions  of  foreign  silk  more  than  1839  were  cori- 
sumed  in  1840. — Journal  des  Debats. 


Coeliineal  Insects 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  says,  that  this  insect,  which  fur- 
nishes a  brilliant  and  valuable  dye,  is  found  in  great  abund- 
ance on  the  willow  trees  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  in  sum- 
mer. Another  paper  suggests  that  they  might  be  made  a 
source  of  profit  in  Louisiana. 

A  passenger  in  a  steamboat  a  short  time  since  brought  a: 
suit  in  St,  liouis  against  the  captain  for  not  starting  at  the 
hour  he  advertised,  thereby  creating  a  loss  to  him.  The  case 
went  before  a  jury,  who  brought  in  a  verdict  of  one  hundred 
and  ni.nety  dollars  damages. 
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BAXRRSJPT  I.A.W^. 

An  Act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  through- 
out the  United  States. 

System  established  and  limited.      IVhu  may  become  a  vol- 
untary bankrupt.     Initiatory  proceedings. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  estabhshed  throughout 
the  United  States  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  as  fol- 
lows :  All  persons  whatsoever,  residing  in  any  State,  Dis- 
trict, or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  owing  debts,  which 
shall  not  have  been  created  in  consequence  of  a  defalcation 
as  a  public  officer,  or  as  executor,  administrator,  guardian, 
or  trustee,  or  while  acting  in  any  other  fiduciary  capacity, 
who  shall,  by  petition,  setting  forth,  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  a  list  of  his  or  their  creditors,  their  respec- 
tive places  of  residence,  and  the  amount  due  to  each,  to- 
gether with  an  accurate  inventory  of  his  or  their  property, 
rights  and  credits,  of  every  name,  kind  and  description,  and 
the  location  and  situation  of  each  and  every  parcel  and  por- 
tion thereof,  verified  by  oath,  or,  if  conscientiously  scrupu- 
lous of  taking  an  oath,  by  solemn  affirmation,  apply  to  the 
proper  court,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  this 
act,  and  therein  declare  themselves  to  be  unable  to  meet 
their  debts  and  engagements,  shall  be  deemed  bankrupts 
within  the  purview  of  this  act,  and  may  be  so  declared  ac- 
cordingly by  a  decree  of  such  court. 

Ceriaiti  persons  may  be  bankritpted by  creditors — but  the 
fact  of  bankruptcy,  must  be  decided  by  a  jury  if  the 
debtor  desires  it. 

All  persons,  being  merchants,  or  using  the  trade  of  mer- 
chandise, all  retailers  of  merchandise,  and  all  bankers,  factors, 
brokers,  underwriters,  or  marine  insurers,  owing  debts  to  the 
amount  of  not  less  than  two  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  liable 
to  become  bankrupts  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  and  may  upon  the  petition  of  one  or  more  of  their 
creditors,  to  whom  they  ewe  debts  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  the  appropriate  court, 
be  so  declared  accordingly,  in  the  following  cases,  to  wit ; 
whenever  such  person,  being  a  merchant,  or  actually  using 
the  trade  of  merchandise,  or  being  a  retailer  of  merchandise, 
or  being  a  banker,  factor,  broker,  underwriter,  or  marine  in- 
surer, shall  depart  from  the  State,  District  or  Territory  of 
which  he  is  an  inhabitant,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  credi- 
tors ;  or  shall  conceal  himself  to  avoid  being  arrested  ;  or 
shall  willingly  or  fraudulently  procure  himself  to  be  arrested, 
or  his  goods  and  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  to  be  attached, 
distrained,  sequestered  or  taken  in  execution  ;  or  shall  re- 
move his  goods,  chattels  and  effects,  or  conceal  them  to  pre- 
vent their  being  levied  upon,  or  taken  in  execution,  or  by 
other  process  ;  or  make  any  fraudulent  conveyance,  assign- 
ment, sale,  gift,  or  other  transfer  of  liis  !ands>  tenements, 
goods,  or  chattels,  credits,  or  evidences  of  debt : 

Provided,  hoxvever,  That  any  person  so  declared  a  bank- 
rupt at  the  instance  of  a  creditor,  may,  at  his  election,  by 
petition  to  such  court  within  ten  days  after  its  decree,  be  en- 
titled to  a  trial  by  jury  before  such  court,  to  ascertain  the 
fact  of  such  bankruptcy  ;  or  if  such  person  shall  reside  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  place  of  holding  such  court,  the  said 
judge  in  his  discretion,  may  direct  such  trial  by  jury  to  be 
hud  in  the  county  of  such  person's  residence,  in  such  man- 
ner and  under  such  directions  as  the  said  court  may  pre- 
scribe and  give ;  and  all  such  decrees  passed  by  such  court, 
and  not  so  re  examined,  shall  be  deemed  final  and  conclu- 
sive as  to  the  subject-matter  thereof. 

Future  preferences  in  view  of  bankruptcy,  void. 

Sec.  2.  ./Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  future  pay- 
ments, securities,  conveyances,  or  transfers  of  property,  or 
agreements  made  or  given  by  any  bankrupt  in  contempla- 
tion of  bankruptcy,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  cre- 
ditor, endorser,  surety,  or  other  person  any  preference  or 
priority  over  the  general  creditors  of  such  bankrupt ;  and  all 
other  payments,  securities,  conveyances,  or  transfers  of  pro- 


perty or  agreements  made  or  given  by  such  bankrupt  in  con- 
templation of  bankruptcy,  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
ever, not  being  a  bona  fide  creditor  or  purchaser  for  a  valua- 
ble consideration,  without  notice,  shall  be  deemed  utterly 
void,  and  a  fraud  upon  this  act;  and  the  assignee  under  the 
bankruptcy  shall  be  entitled  to  claim,  sue  for,  recover,  and 
receive  the  same  as  part  of  the  assets  of  the  bankruptcy ;  and 
the  person  making  such  unlawful  preferences  and  payments 
shall  receive  no  discharge  under  the  provisions  of  this  act: 
Provided,  That  all  dealings  and  transactions  by  and  with 
any  bankrupt,  bona  fide  made  and  entered  into  more  than 
two  months  before  the  petition  filed  against  him,  or  by  him, 
shall  not  be  invalidated  or  affected  by  this  act:  Provided, 
That  the  other  party  to  any  such  dealings  or  transactions 
had  no  notice  of  a  prior  act  of  bankruptcy,  or  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  bankrupt  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  act. 

Preferences  since  January  1st,  or  at  any  time  in  view  of 
passage  of  bankrupt  act  a  bar  to  discharge,  unless  a 
majority  of  unpref erred  creditors  assent. 

And  in  case  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  court,  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy,  that  the  bankrupt, 
his  application  being  voluntary,  has,  subsequent  to  the  first 
day  of  January  last,  or  at  any  other  time,  in  contemplation 
of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  by  assignments  or  other- 
wise, given  or  secured  any  preference  to  one  creditor  over 
another,  he  shall  not  receive  a  discharge  unless  the  same  be 
assented  to  by  a  majority  in  interest  of  those  of  his  creditors 
who  have  not  been  so  preferred: 

Certain  rights  of  married  ivomeii  and  minors  preserved, 

.ind  provided,  also.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  annul,  destroy,  or  impair  any  lawful 
rights  of  married  women  or  minors,  or  any  liens,  mortgages, 
or  other  securities  on  property,  real  or  personal,  which  may 
be  valid  by  the  laws  of  the  States  respectively,  and  which 
are  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  second  and 
fifth  sections  of  this  act. 

Every  species  of  bankrupt's  property,  (^certain  articles  ex- 
cepted^ to  be  completely  vested  in  his  assignees  by  mere 
decree  of  bankruptcy. 

Sec.  3.  Jl7id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  property 
and  rights   of  property,  of  every  name  and  nature,  and 
whether  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  of  every  bankrupt,  except 
as  is  hereinafter  provided,  who  shall  by  a  decree  of  the  pro- 
per court  be  declared  to  be  a  bankrupt  within  this  act,  shall, 
by  mere  operation  of  law,  ipso  facto,  from  the  time  of  such 
decree,  be  deemed  to  be  divested  out  of  such  bankrupt,  with- 
out any  other  act,  assignment,  or  other  conveyance  whatso- 
ever ;  and  the  same  shall  be  vested,  by  force  of  the  same  de- 
cree, in  such  assignee  as  from  time  to  time  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  proper  court  for  this  purpose ;  which  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal  such  court  may  exercise  at  its  dis- 
cretion, toties  quoties ;  and  the  assignee  so  appointed  shall 
be  vested  with  all  the  rights,  titles,  powers,  and  authorities  to 
sell,  manage  and  dispose  of  the  same,  and  to  sue  for  and  de- 
fend the  same,  subject  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  such 
court,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  same 
were  vested  in,  or  might  be  exercised  by,  such  bankrupt  be- 
fore or  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy  declared  as  aforesaid ; 
and  all  suits  in  law  or  in  equity,  then  pending,  in  which  such 
bankrupt  is  a  party,  may  be  prosecuted  and  defended  by 
such  assignee  to  their  final  conclusion,  in  the  same  way, 
and  with  the  same  effect,  as  they  might  have  been  by  such 
bankrupt  I  and  no  suit  commenced  by  or  against  any  as- 
signee shall  be  abated  by  his  death  or  removal  from  office, 
but  the  same  may  be  prosecuted  or  defended  by  his  succes- 
sor in  the  same  office  :  Provided,  however,  ^hat  there  shall 
be  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion  the  necessary  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  and 
such  other  articles  and  necessaries  of  such  bankrupt  as  the 
said  assignee  shall  designate  and  set  apart,  having  reference 
in  the  amount  to  the  family,  condition,  and  circumstances  of 
the  bankrupt,  but  altogether  not  to  exceed  in  value,  in  any 
case,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  and,  also,  the  wear- 
ing apparel  of  such  bankrupt,  and  that  of  liia  wife  and  chll- 
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dren ;  and  the  determination  of  the  assignee  in  the  matter 
shall,  on  exception  taken,  be  subject  to  the  final  decision  of 
said  court. 

Discharge  granted  by  court  alone,  iinless  a  majority  of 
creditors  dissent.  In  such  case,  right  to  be  determined 
by  a  jury.     (  See  post.) 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  bankrupt 
who  shall  bona  fide  surrender  all  his  property  and  rights  of 
property,  with  the  exception  before  mentioned,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  creditors,  and  shall  fully  'comply  with  and  obey  all 
the  orders  and  directions  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
passed  by  the  proper  court,  and  shall  otherwise  conform  to 
all  the  other  requisitions  of  this  act,  shall  (unless  a  majority 
in  number  and  value  of  his  creditors,  who  have  proved  their 
debts,  shall  file  their  written  dissent  thereto)  be  entitled  to  a 
full  discharge  from  all  his  debts,  to  be  decreed  and  allowed 
by  the  court  which  has  declared  him  a  bankrupt,  and  a  cer- 
tificate thereof  granted  to  him  by  such  court  accordingly, 
upon  his  petition  filed  for  such  purpose. 

Of  final  notice  to  creditors. 

Such  discharge  and  certificate  not,  however  to  be  granted 
until  after  ninety  days  from  the  decree  of  bankruptcy,  nor 
until  after  seventy  days'  notice  in  some  public  newspaper, 
designated  by  such  court,  to  ail  creditors  who  have  proved 
their  debts,  and  other  persons  in  interest,  to  appear  at  a  par- 
ticular time  and  place,  to  show  cause  why  such  discharge 
and  certificate  shall  not  be  granted;  at  which  time  and  place 
any  such  creditors,  or  other  persons  in  interest,  may  appear 
artd  contest  the  right  of  the  bankrupt  thereto  :  Provided, 
That  in  all  cases  where  the  residence  of  the  creditor  is  known, 
a  service  on  him  personally,  or  by  letter  addressed  to  him  at 
his  known  usual  place  of  residence,  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  court,  as  in  their  discretion  shall  seem  proper,  having  re- 
gard to  the  distance  at  which  the  creditor  resides  from  such 
court. 

The  matters  which  shall  deprive  debtor  of  a  right  of  dis- 
charge. 

And  if  any  such  bankrupt  shall  be  guilty  of  any  fraud  or 
wilful  concealment  of  his  property  or  rights  of  property,  or 
shall  have  preferred  any  of  his  creditors  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  omit  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  any  orders  or  directions  of  such  court,  or  to  conform  to 
any  other  requisites  of  this  act,  or  shall,  in  the  proceedings 
under  this  act,  admit  a  false  or  fictitious  debt  against  his  es- 
tate, he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  such  discharge  or  certifi- 
cate, nor  shall  any  person,  being  a  merchant,  banker,  factor, 
broker,  underwriter,  or  marine  insurer,  be  entitled  to  any  , 
such  discharge  or  certificate,  who  shall  become  bankrupt,! 
and  who  shall  not  have  kept  proper  books  of  account,  after  i 
the  passing  of  this  act ;  nor  any  person  who,  after  the  pass- 1 
ing  of  this  act,  shall  apply  trust  funds  to  his  own  use  :  I 

Of  the  effect  of  a  discharge.  I 

Provided,  That  no  discharge  of  any  bankrupt  under  this  ; 
act  shall  release  or  discharge  any  person  who  may  be  liable 
for  the  same  debt  as  a  partner,  joint  contractor,  endorser, 
surety,  or  otherwise,  for  or  with  the  bankrupt.  And  such 
bankrupt  shall  at  all  limes  be  subject  to  examination,  orally, 
or  upon  written  interrogatories,  in  and  before  such  court,  or 
any  commission  appointed  by  the  court  therefor,  on  oath,  or, 
if  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  upon  his 
solemn  affirmation,  in  all  matters  relating  to  such  bankrupt- 
cy, and  his  acts  and  doings,  and  his  property  and  rights  of 
property,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  such  court,  are  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  the  purposes  of  justice  ;  and  if  in  any 
such  examination  he  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  answer,  or 
swear  or  affirm  falsely,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury, 
and  shall  be  punishable  therefor  in  like  manner  as  the  crime 
of  perjury  is  now  punishable  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  and  such  discharge  and  certificate,  when  duly  grant- 
ed, shall  in  all  courts  of  justice,  be  deemed  a  full  and  com- 
plete discharge  of  all  debts,  contracts,  and  other  engage- 
ments of  such  bankrupt,  which  are  proveable  under  this  act, 
and  shall  be  and  may  be  pleaded  as  a  full  and  complete  bar 


to  all  suits  brought  in  any  court  of  judicature  whatever,  and 
the  same  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  itself  in  favor  of 
such  bankrupt,  unless  the  same  shall  be  impeached  for  some 
fraud  or  wilful  concealment  by  him  of  his  property,  or  rights 
of  property,  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  on  prior  reasonable  notice  specifying  in  writing  such 
fraud  or  concealment. 

If  a  majority  of  creditors  dissent,  or  if  the  court  does  not 
on  hearing, grant  the  discharge,  the  ba7ikrnpt  may  have 
his  right  to  discharge  decided  by  a  jury,  or  by  the  Cir- 
cidt  Court,  on  appeal. 

And  if  in  any  case  of  bankruptcy,  a  majority  in  number 
and  value,  of  the  creditors,  who  shall  have  proved  their  debts 
at  the  time  of  hearing  of  the  petition  of  the  bankrupt  for  a 
discharge  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  at  such  hearing  file 
their  written  dissent  to  the  allowance  of  a  discharge  and  cer- 
tificate to  such  bankrupt,  or  if  upon  such  hearing,  a  dis- 
charge shall  not  be  decreed  to  him,  the  bankrupt  may  de- 
mand a  trial  by  jury  upon  a  proper  issue  to  be  directed  by 
the  court,  at  such  time  and  place  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
court  may  order;  or  he  may  appeal  from  that  decision,  at 
any  time  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  the  Circuit  Court 
next  to  be  held  for  the  same  district,  by  simply  entering  in 
the  District  Court,  or  with  the  clerk  thereof,  upon  record, 
his  prayer  for  an  appeal.  The  appeal  shall  be  tried  at  the 
first  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  after  it  be  taken,  unless,  for 
sufficient  reason,  a  continuance  be  granted ;  and  it  may  be 
heard  and  determined  by  said  court  summarily,  or  by  a  jury, 
at  the  option  of  a  bankrupt ;  and  the  creditors  may  appear 
and  object  against  a  decree  of  discharge  and  the  allowance 
of  the  certificate,  as  hereinbefore  provided.  And  if  upon  a 
full  hearing  of  the  parties,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  court,  or  the  jury  shall  find  that  the  bankrupt  has 
made  a  full  disclosure  and  surrender  of  all  his  estate,  as  by 
this  act  required,  and  has  in  all  things  conformed  to  the  di- 
rections thereof,  the  couit  shall  make  a  decree  of  discharge, 
and  grant  a  certificate,  as  provided  in  this  act. 

Of  the  distribution  of  the  bankrupt's  property  by   the 
assignees. 

Sec.  5.  A7id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  creditors 
coming  in  and  proving  their  debts  under  such  bankruptcy, 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  the  same  being  bona 
fide  debts,  shall  be  entitled  to  share  in  the  bankrupt's  pro- 
perty and  effects,  pro  rata,  without  any  priority  or  preference 
whatsoever,  except  only  for  debts  due  by  such  bankrupt  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  all  debts  due  by  him  to  persons 
who,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  have  a  preference,  in 
consequence  of  having  paid  moneys  as  his  sureties,  which 
shall  be  first  paid  out  of  the  assets ;  and  any  person  who 
shall  have  performed  any  labor  as  an  operative  in  the  service 
of  any  bankrupt,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  full  amount 
of  the  wages  due  to  him  for  such  labor,  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  dollars:  Provided,  That  such  labor  shall  have  been  per- 
formed within  six  months  next.before  the  bankru[>tcy  of  his 
employer. 

Future  and  contingent  debts  or  demands  provided  for, 
and  in  case  they  ever  become  certain  and  fixed,  to  be  put 
on  footing  tvith  other  debts. 

And  all  creditors  whose  debts  are  not  due  and  payable 
until  a  future  day,  all  annuitants,  holders  of  bottomry  and 
respondentia  bonds,  holders  of  policies  of  insurances,  sure- 
ties, endorsers,  bail,  or  other  persons,  having  uncertain  or 
contingent  demands  against  such  bankrupt,  shall  be  permitted 
to  come  in  and  prove  such  debts  or  claims  under  this  act, 
and  shall  have  a  right,  when  their  debts  and  claims  become 
absolute,  to  have  the  same  allowed  them  ;  and  such  annui- 
tants and  holders  of  debts  payable  in  future,  may  have  the 
present  value  thereof  ascertained,  under  the  direction  of  such 
court,  and  allowed  them  accordingly,  as  debts  in  presenti. 

Creditor  proving  debt  under  commission,  surrenders  other 

right  of  action. 

And  no  creditor  or  other  person,  coming  in  and  proving 

his  debt  or  other  claim,  shall  be  allowed  to  maintain  any 

suit  at   law  or  in   equity  therefor,  but  shall   be  deemed 
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thereby  to  have  waived  all  right  of  action  and  suit  against 
such  bankrupt;  and  all  proceedings  already  commenced, 
and  all  unsatisfied  judgments  already  obtained  thereon, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  surrendered  thereby. 

In  case  of  mutual  debts  or  credits,  balance  only  to  be  re- 
regarded  as  the  debt.     iSome  details. 

And  in  all  cases  where  there  are  mutual  debts  or  mutual 
credits  between  the  parties,  the  balance  only  shall  be  deemed 
the  true  debt  or  claim  between  them,  and  the  residue  shall  be 
deemed  adjusted  by  the  set-off;  ail  such  proof  of  debts  shall  be 
made  before  the  court  decreeing  the  bankruptcy,  or  before 
some  commissioner  appointed  by  the  court  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  such  court  shall  have  full  power  to  set  aside  and  disallow 
any  debt,  upon  proof  that  such  debt  is  founded  in  fraud,  ini; 
position,  illegality,  or  mistake;  and  corporations  to  whom 
any  debts  are  due  may  make  proof  thereof  by  their  presi- 
dent, cashier,  treasurer,  or  other  officer,  who  may  be  specially 
appointed  for  that  purpose  ;  and  in  appointing  commissioners 
to  receive  proof  of  debts,  and  perform  other  duties,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  said  court  shall  appoint  such 
persons  as  have  their  residence  in  the  county  in  which  the 
bankrupt  lives. 

District  Court  of  the  United  States  to  have  jurisdiction 
in  all  cases  of  bankruptcy,  -without  power  to  adjourn 
into  Circuit  Court. 

Sec.  6.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  District  Court 
in  every  district  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  and 
proceedings  in  bankruptcy  arising  under  this  act  and  any 
other  act  which  may  hereafter  be  passed  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  ;  the  said  jurisdiction  to  be  exercised  summarily, 
in  the  nature  of  summary  proceedings  in  equity ;  and  for 
this  purpose  the  said  District  Court  shall  be  deemed  always 
open.  And  the  district  judge  may  adjourn  any  point  or 
question  arising  in  any  case  in  bankruptcy  into  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  district,  in  his  discretion,  to  be  there  heard  and 
determined ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  Circuit  Court  of  such 
district  shall  also  be  deemed  always  open.  And  the  juris- 
diction hereby  conferred  on  the  District  Court  shall  extend 
to  all  cases  and  controversies  in  bankruptcy  arising  between 
the  bankrupt  and  any  creditor  or  creditors  who  shall  claim 
any  debt  or  demand  under  the  bankruptcy;  to  all  cases  and 
controversies  between  such  creditor  or  creditors  and  the  as- 
signee of  the  estate,  whether  in  office  or  removed ;  to  all 
cases  and  controversies  between  such  assignee  and  the  bank- 
rupt, and  to  all  acts,  matters,  and  things  to  be  done  under 
and  in  virtue  of  the  bankruptcy,  until  the  final  distribution 
and  settlement  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  and  the  close 
of  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy.  And  the  said  courts  shall 
have  full  authority  and  jurisdiction  to  compel  obedience  to 
all  orders  and  decrees  passed  by  them  in  bankruptcy,  by  pro- 
cess of  contempt  and  other  remedial  process,  to  the  same 
extent  the  Circuit  Courts  may  now  do  in  any  suit  pending 
therein  in  equity.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District 
court  in  each  district,  from  time  to  time,  to  prescribe  suitable 
rules  and  regulations  and  forms  of  proceedings  in  all  mat- 
ters of  bankruptcy ;  which  rules,  regulations,  and  forms  shall 
be  subject  to  be  altered,  added  to,  revised,  or  annulled,  by 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  same  district,  and  other  rules  and 
.regulations,  and  forrns  substituted  therefor ;  and  in  all  such 
.rules,  regulations,  and  forms,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
courts  to  make  them  as  simple  and  brief  as  practicable,  to 
the  end  to  lavoid  all  unnecessary  expenses,  and  to  facilitate 
the  use  tliereof  by  the  pubhc  at  large.  And  the  said  courts 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe  a  tariff  or  table  of  fees 
and  charges,  to  be  taxed  by  the  officers  of  the  court  or  other 
persons  for  services  under  this  act,  or  any  other  on  the  sub- 
ject of  bankruptcy  ;  which  fees  shall  be  as  low  as  practicable 
with  reference  to  the  nature  and  character  of  such  services. 

Pr(>ceedings  to  be  in  district  -where  banJcrupt  resides,  or 
has  his  place  of  doing  business. 

Sec.  7.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  petitions  by 
any  bankrupt  for  the  benefit  of  this  act  and  all  petitions  by 
a  creditor  against  any  bankrupt  under  this  act,  and  all  pro- 
peedmgs  in  the  ease  to  the  close  thereof,  shall  ]}e  had  in  the 


District  Court  within  and  for  the  district  in  which  the  per- 
son supposed  to  be  a  bankrupt  shall  reside,  or  have  his  place 
of  business  at  the  time  when  such  petition  is  filed,  except 
where  otherwise  provided  in  this  act. 

JVotice  to  be  given  to  creditors  to  appear  and  show  cause 
against  discharge.     Certain  details  regulated. 

And  upon  every  such  petition,  notice  thereof  shall  be  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  public  newspapers  printed  in  such  dis- 
trict, to  be  designated  by  such  court,  at  least  twenty  days 
before  the  hearing  thereof;  and  all  persons  interested  may 
appear  at  the  time  and  place  where  the  hearing  is  thus  to  be 
had,  and  show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of 
the  said  petitioner  should  not  be  granted ;  all  evidence  by 
witnesses  to  be  used  in  all  hearings  before  such  court,  shall 
be  under  oath  or  solemn  affirmation,  when  the  party  is  con- 
scientiously scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  and  may  be  oral 
or  by  deposition,  taken  before  such  court,  or  before  any  com- 
missioner appointed  by  such  court,  or  before  any  disinterest- 
ed State  judge  of  the  State  in  which  the  deposition  is  taken; 
and  all  proof  of  debts  or  other  claims,  by  creditors  entitled 
to  prove  the  same  by  this  act,  shall  be  under  oath  or  solemn 
affirmation  as  aforesaid,  before  such  court  or  commissioner 
appointed  thereby,  or  before  some  disinterested  State  judge 
of  the  State  where  the  creditors  live,  in  such  form  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  hereinbefore  au- 
thorized to  be  made  and  established  by  the  courts  having 
jurisdiction  in  bankruptcy. 

In  case  of  dispute  about  debt,  trial  may  be  had  by  a  jury. 
False  sxvearing  punished  as  perjury. 

But  all  such  proofs  of  debts  and  other  claims  shall  be  open 
to  contestation  in  the  proper  court  having  jurisdiction  over 
the  proceedings  in  the  particular  case  in  bankruptcy ;  and  as 
well  the  assignee  as  the  creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  a  tiial 
by  jury,  upon  an  issue  to  be  directed  by  such  court,  to  ascer- 
tain the  validity  and  amount  of  such  det)ts  or  other  claims ; 
and  the  result  therein,  unless  a  new  trial  shall  be  granted, 
if  in  favor  of  the  claims,  shall  be  evidence  of  the  validity 
and  amount  of  such  debts  or  other  claims.  And  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  falsely  and  corruptly  answer,  swear, 
or  affirm,  in  any  hearing  or  on  trial  of  any  matter,  or  in  any 
proceeding  in  such  court  in  bankruptcy,  or  before  any  com- 
missioner, he  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and 
punishable  therefor  in  the  manner  and  to  the  extent  provided 
by  law  for  other  cases. 

Circuit  Court  to  have  certain  jurisdiction  in  bankruptcy. 

Sec,  8,  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Circuit  Court 
within  and  for  the  district  where  the  decree  of  bankruptcy 
is  passed,  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  district 
court  of  the  same  district  of  all  suits  at  law  and  in  equity 
which  may  and  shall  be  brought  by  any  assignee  of  the  bank- 
rupt against  any  person  or  persons  claiming  an  adverse  in- 
terest, or  by  such  person  against  such  assignee,  touching 
any  property  or  rights  of  property  of  said  bankrupt  trans- 
ferable to,  or  vested  in,  such  assignee ;  and  p.o  suit  at  law  or 
in  equity  shall,  in  any  case,  be  maintainable  by  or  against 
such  assignee,  or  by  or  against  any  person  claiming  an  ad- 
verse interest,  touching  the  property  and  rights  of  property 
aforsaid,  in  any  court  whatsoever,  unless  the  same  shall  hp 
brought  within  two  years  after  the  declaration  and  decree  of 
bankruptcy,  or  after  the  cause  of  suit  shall  first  have  accrued. 

Details  as  to  the  collectio7i,  sale  and  dividends  of  the  batik- 
rupCs  estate.  Whole  if  practicable  to  be  closed  in  t-wo 
years. 

Sec.  9.  .ind  be  it  further  etiacted.  That  all  sales,  trans- 
fers, and  other  conveyances  of  the  assignee,  of  the  bank- 
rupt's property  apd  rights  of  property,  shall  be  made  at  such 
times  ai)d  in  guch  manner  as  shall  be  ordered  and  appointed 
by  the  court  in  b^njiruptcy ;  and  all  assets  received  by  the 
assignee  in  money  shalj  wjthin  sixty  days  afterwards,  be 
paid  into  the  court,  subject  to  its  order  respecting  its  future 
safe-keeping  and  disposition  ;  and  the  court  may  require  of 
such  assignee  a  bond,  with  at  least  two  sureties,  in  such  sum 
fis  it  may  deem  proper,  conditioned  for  the  due  and  faithful 
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discharge  of  all  his  dulies,  and  his  compliance  with  the  or- 
ders and  directions  of  the  court :  which  bond  shall  be  taken 
in  the  name  of  the  UniteJ  States,  and  shall  if  there  be  any 
breach  thereof,  be  sued  and  suable,  under  the  order  of  such 
court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  and  other  persons  in 
interest. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  order  to  en- 
sure a  speedy  settlement  and  close  of  the  proceedings  in  each 
case  in  bankruptcy,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  order 
and  direct  a  collection  of  the  assets,  and  a  reduction  of  the 
same  to  money,  and  a  distribution  thereof,  at  as  early  periods 
as  practicable  consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  creditors :  and  a  dividend  and  distribution  of  such  as- 
sets as  shall  be  collected  and  reduced  to  money,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  can  be  safely  so  disposed  of,  consistently  with  the 
rights  and  interests  of  third  persons  having  adverse  claims 
thereto,  shall  be  made  among  the  creditors  who  have  proved 
their  debts,  as  often  as  once  in  six  months  from  the  time  of 
the  decree  declaring  the  bankruptcy  ;  notice  of  such  divi- 
dends and  distribution  to  be  given  in  some  newspaper  or  news- 
papers in  the  district,  designated  by  the  court,  ten  days  at 
least  before  the  order  therefor  is  passed ;  and  the  pendency  of 
any  suit  at  law  or  in  equity,  by  or  against  such  third  persons, 
shall  not  postpone  such  division  and  distribution,  except  so 
far  as  the  assets  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  same ;  and 
all  the  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  in  each  case  shall,  if  prac- 
ticable, be  finally  adjusted,  settled  and  brought  to  a  close,  by 
the  court,  within  two  years  after  the  decree  declaring  the 
bankruptcy.  And  where  any  creditor  shall  not  have  proved 
his  debt  until  a  dividend  or  distribution  shall  have  been  made 
and  declared,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  be  paid  the  same  amount, 
pro  rata,  out  of  the  remaining  dividends  or  distributions  there- 
after made,  as  the  other  creditors  have  sjilready  received,  be- 
fore the  latter  shall  be  entitled  to  any  portion  thereof. 

tSssi^nee  under  order  of  court,  obtained  on  public  notice, 
to  have  power  to  redeem  mortgaged  and  hypothecated 
property,  comply  -with  conditions,  and  to  compound  doubt- 
ful or  contested  claims. 

Sec.  11.  £nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  assignee 
shall  have  full  authority,  by  and  under  the  order  and  direc- 
tion of  the  proper  court  in  bankruptcy,  to.  redeem  and  dis- 
charge any  mortgage  or  other  pledge,  or  deposit,  or  lien  upon 
any  property,  real  or  personal,  whether  payable  in  presenti  or 
at  a  future  day,  and  to  tender  a  due  performance  of  the  con- 
ditions thereof.  And  such  assignee  shall  also  have  authority 
by  and  under  the  order  and  direction  of  the  proper  court  in 
bankruptcy,  to  compound  any  debts,  or  other  claims  or  secu- 
rities, due  or  belonging  to  the  esfate  of  the  bankrupt ;  but  no 
such  order  or  direction  shall  be  made  until  notice  of  the  ap- 
plication is  given  in  some  public  newspaper  in  the  district, 
to  be  designated  by  the  court,  ten  days  at  least  before  the 
hearing,  so  that  all  creditors  and  other  persons  in  interest 
may  appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  at  the  hearing, 
why  the  order  or  direction  should  not  be  passed. 

A  person  discharged  once  as  a  bankrupt  not  to  be  dis- 
charged again  unless  his  estate  pay  seventy-five  per 
cent. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
who  shall  have  been  discharged  under  this  act  shall  afterward 
become  bankrupt,  he  shall  not  again  be  entitled  to  a  discharge 
under  this  act,  unless  his  estate  shall  produce  (after  all  charges) 
sufficient  to  pay  every  creditor  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  the  debt  which  shall  have  been  allowed  to  each 
creditor.  j 

Proceedings  in  bankruptcy  to  be  matter  of  record — Fees. ' 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proceedings 
in  ail  cases  in  bankruptcy  shall  be  deemed  matters  of  record ; 
but  the  same  shall  not  be  required  to  be  recorded  at  large, 
but  shall  be  carefully  filed,  kept,  and  numbered  in  the  office 
of  the  court,  and  a  docket  only,  or  short  memorandum  there- 
of, with  ihe  numbers,  kept  in  a  book  liy  the  clerk  of  the  court; 
and  tlie  clerk  of  the  court,  for  affiixing  his  name  and  the  seal 
of  the  court  to  any  form,  or  certifying  a  copy  thereof,  when 


required  thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  as  compensation, 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents,  and  no  more.  And  no  officer 
of  the  court,  or  commissioner,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  court 
more  than  one  dollar  for  taking  the  proof  of  any  debt  or  other 
claim  of  any  creditor  or  other  person  against  the  estate  of  the 
bankrupt ;  but  he  may  be  allowed,  in  addition,  his  actual 
travel  expenses  for  that  purpose. 

Regulations  in  regard  to  partnerships,  and  partnership 
and  separate  property. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  eiiacted.  That  where  two  or 
more  persons,  who  are  partners  in  trade,  become  insolvent, 
an  order  may  be  made  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  act, 
either  on  the  petition  of  such  partners,  or  any  one  of  them,  or 
on  the  petition  of  any  creditor  of  the  partners;  upon  which 
order  all  the  joint  stock  and  property  of  the  company,  and 
also  all  the  separate  estate  of  each  of  the  partners,  shall  be 
taken,  excepting  such  parts  thereof  as  are  herein  excepted  ; 
and  all  the  creditors  of  the  company,  and  the  separate  credi- 
tors of  each  partner,  shall  be  allowed  to  prove  their  respective 
debts ;  and  the  assignees  shall  also  keep  separate  accounts  of 
the  joint  stock  or  property  of  the  company,  and  of  the  separate 
estate  of  each  member  thereof;  and  after  deducting  out  of 
the  whole  amount  received  by  such  assignees,  the  whole  of 
the  expenses  and  disbursements  paid  by  them,  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  joint  stock  shall  be  appropriated  to  pay  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  company,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  separate 
estate  of  each  partner  shall  be  appropriated  to  pay  his  sepa- 
rate creditors ;  and  if  there  shall  be  any  balance  of  the  sepa- 
rate estate  of  any  partner,  after  the  payment  of  his  separate 
debts,  such  balance  shall  be  added  to  the  joint  stock,  for  the 
payment  of  the  joint  creditors  ;  and  if  there  shall  be  any  bal- 
ance of  the  joint  stock,  after  payment  of  the  joint  debts,  such 
balance  shall  be  divided  and  appropriated  to  and  among  the 
separate  estates  of  the  several  partners,  according  to  their  re- 
spective rights  and  interests  therein,  and  as  it  would  have 
been  if  the  partnership  had  been  dissolved  without  any  bank- 
ruptcy ;  and  the  sum  so  appropriated  to  the  separate  estate  of 
each  partner  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  his  separate 
debts;  and  the  certificate  of  discharge  shall  be  granted  or  re- 
fused to  each  partner,  as  the  same  would  or  ought  to  be  if 
the  proceedings  had  been  against  him  alone  under  this  act ; 
and  in  all  other  respects  the  proceedings  against  partners 
shall  be  conducted  in  the  like  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
commenced  and  prosecuted  against  one  person  alone. 

Copy  of  order  of  decree  of  bankruptcy  to  be  recited  in 
assignees  sale  of  lands,  and  this  ivith  certified  copy  of 
order,  to  be  evidence  of  the  bankruptcy  and  assignment. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  copy  of  any 
decree  of  bankruptcy,  and  the  appointment  of  assignees,  as 
directed  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  recited  in 
every  deed  of  lands,  belonging  to  the  bankrupt,  sold  and  con- 
veyed by  any  assignees  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and 
that  such  recital,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  such  order, 
shall  be  full  and  complete  evidence  both  of  the  bankruptcy 
and  assignment  therein  recited,  and  supersede  the  necessity 
of  any  other  proof  of  such  bankruptcy  and  assignment  to 
validate  the  said  deed;  and  all  deeds  containing  such  recital, 
and  supported  by  such  proof,  shall  be  as  effectual  to  pass  the 
title  of  the  bankrupt  of,  in,  and  to  the  lands  therein  mention- 
'  ed  and  described  to  the  purchaser,  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  made  by  such  bankrupt  himself  immediately 

before  such  order. 

I 

I 

j  Jurisdiction  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  Slates  for 
I  the  District  of  Columbia, 

i  Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  jurisdiction, 
power,  and  authority  conferred  upon  and  vested  in  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  by  this  act,  in  cases  in  bank- 
ruptcy, are  hereby  conferred  upon  and  vested  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
in  and  upon  the  supreme  or  superior  courts  of  any  of  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  bankruptcy  where 
the  bankrupt  resides  in  the  said  District  of  Columbia  or  in 
either  of  the  said  Territories. 
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Act  to  take  effect  from  \st  of  February  1842. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

JoHX  Whitk, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sam'l  L.  Southard, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  August  19,  1841. 

Jo:iN  TlLEK. 


ZiOckages  on.  the  Erie  Canal. 

A  correspondent  has  obligingly  furnished  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing table  of  lockages  at  Alexander's  lock,  three  miles 
west  of  Schenectady,  for  the  months  of  April,  May,  June 
and  July,  in  each  of  the  last  seven  years: 


1835 

1,281 
3,718 
3,509 
3,500 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

872 
3,235 
3,335 
3,261 

1840 

1841 

April, . 
May,.. 
June,. . 
July,.. 

505 

3,467 
4,085 
3,724 

986 
3,161 
2,028 
2,352 

1,654 
3,427 
3,419 
2,969 

678 
3,597 
3,238 
3,336 

125 
4,539 
4,548 
4,461 

12,008  11,781 

8,527 

11,469  10,703  10,849 

13,727 

The  increase  of  lockages,  compairing  the  present  year 
with  1835,  is  1719  in  four  months.  The  lockage  of  boats 
which  are  conveying  stone  and  other  materials  for  the  locks 
and  aqueducts  between  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  which 
pass  this  lock,  make  up  a  great  share  of  the  difference  of 
the  number  between  1835  and  1841. 

With  double  locks,  which  would  increase  the  capacity  of 
the  canal  at  least  80  per  cent.,  there  could  be  no  necessity 
for  the  "  more  speedy  enlargement"  and  a  consequent  debt 
of  some  twenty  ot  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars  for  this 
work  alone.  It  is  this  extravagant  and  unnecessary  borrow- 
ing of  millions  on  millions,  which  has  run  down  the  credit 
,of  the  State,  thirty-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  5  per  cent, 
stock,  since  1833 — at  a  time  too  when  the  canal  revenues 
are  rapidly  increasing,  and  when  one  or  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  added  to  the  assessed  value  of  property 
jn  the  State. — ilbany  Argus, 


The  following  article  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, of  the  10th  inst,  giving  an  account  of  the  recent  very 
important  discoveries  in  Mammoth  Cave,  and  of  the  improve- 
ments for  the  accommodation  of  visiters,  made  and  making 
by  its  enterprising  proprietor,  our  fellow-citizen.  Dr.  Crog- 
han,  will  be  read  with  much  interest.  We  learn  that  the 
cave  is  already  thronged  with  visiters : 

Tlie  Mauimotli  Cave. 

I  have  heretofore  called  public  attention,  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  Journal,  to  this  wonder  of  nature,  believing  that 
there  is  no  other  place  on  this  continent  to  which  invalids 
can  resort  for  restoration  of  health  with  equal  advantage.  I 
speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge  and  observation, 
having  spent  much  time  at  the  cave  during  the  late  war, 
when  it  was  extensively  worked  for  saltpetre.  The  cave 
at  that  period  was  worked  four  or  five  years,  and  at  one 
time  about  fifty  or  sixty  hands  were  employed  inside  the 
cave,  about  one  mile  from  its  mouth ;  oxen  also  were  used 
in  the  cave  to  draw  the  earth  to  the  hoppers.  During  all  the 
time  the  cave  was  worked,  I  did  not  know  a  case  of  sick- 
ness among  the  hands. 

I  have,  within  a  few  days  past,  received  a  letter  from  a 
highly  respectable  and  intelligent  gentleman  residing  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  who  has  very  accurate  knowledge  of 
those  portions  of  the  cave  which  have  been  discovered  since 
I  traversed  it,  and  from  him  have  obtained  several  interesting 
particulars  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  gratify  the  curious. 
He  also  states  some  particulars  which  will  greatly  interest 
those  who  are  in  quest  of  health.  I  give  extracts  from  my 
correspondent's  letter  in  his  own  words  : 


"  The  improvements  within  the  cave  commenced  about  a 
half  a  mile  from  the  mouth,  in  that  branch  formerly  known 
as  the  Great  Bat  room,  but  now  as  Audubon's  avenue, 
named  by  the  proprietor  after  his  old  friend,  the  celebrated 
ornithologist.  They  consist  of  chambers  14  feet  square  and 
10  feet  high.  The  chambers  are  placed  aside  of  the  wall  of 
the  cave  and  10  feet  apart.  A  handsome  panel  door  opens 
upon  the  avenue,  and  to  the  side  of  those  to  be  occupied  by 
families  are  sliding  doors.  A  curtain  of  10  feet  in  width  ex- 
tends from  one  chamber  to  the  other,  and  when  letdown  and 
the  sliding  door  open,  a  communication  from  one  chamber 
to  another  can  be  had  without  being  seen  by  those  prome- 
nading the  avenue.  The  reasons  which  influenced  the  pro- 
prietor in  selecting  this  situation  were  its  isolated  position, 
its  vast  size,  60  feet  wide  by  as  many  high,  its  contiguity  to 
good  water,  its  affording  a  pleasant  promenade  to  those  wish- 
ing to  visit  the  hotel  above,  its  greater  convenience  and 
cheapness  than  if  it  had  been  at  a  more  remote  distance;  and, 
moreover,  it  is  at  the  nearest  point  where  the  atmosphere  is 
uniform  during  winter  and  summer. 

"Owing  to  the  extensive  hotel  which  the  proprietor  is  erect- 
ing above  ground,  there  have  been  only  four  or  five  cham- 
bers erected  in  the  cave  ;  they  exhibit  a  most  picturesque  ap- 
pearance. I  have  no  doubt  but  the  hotel  above  will  be  mea- 
surably deserted  as  soon  as  the  necessary  number  of  cham- 
bers below  are  completed.  A  restourat  will  be  established  at 
a  convenient  distance  from  the  chambers.  The  cave  pos- 
sesses peculiar  fitness  for  such  an  establishment ;  because 
meats,  butter,  &c.,  will  keep  any  length  of  time.  Cooking 
will  be  performed  vvith  alcohol.  Such  an  establishment  as 
this  is  imperiously  called  for  by  the  community.  Last  win- 
ter a  number  of  persons  laboring  under  chronic  diseases  in- 
tended taking  up  their  abode  within  the  cave,  but  were  dis- 
appointed owing  to  the  accommodation  within  not  being 
completed.  The  peculiarity  of  the  air  of  the  cave,  its  extra- 
ordinary influence  on  the  healthy  as  well  as  diseased,  would 
constitute  a  perfect  study  for  the  medical  philosopher.  Its 
temperature  is  60  degrees  Fahrenheit,  summer  and  winter. 
It  is  never  a  degree  above  or  below  60.  Nothing  putrefies 
in  the  cave.  The  water  pipes  which  conducted  the  water 
to  the  saltpetre  vats  in  1810,  are  now  in  perfect  preservation, 
and  the  corn  cobs  left  where  the  oxen  were  fed,  thirty  years 
ago,  are  as  sound  as  at  that  day.  Lamps  burn  with  more 
brilliancy  within  than  without  the  cave.  This  occurs  in  eve- 
ry part  of  it.  The  cave  is  abundant  in  minerals,  such  as  the 
sulphate  of  lime,  or  gypsum  ;  epsom  and  glauber  salts  ;  ni- 
trous earth,  chalk,  sand,  flint,  pebbles,  red  and  grey  ochre, 
calcareous  spar,  chalcedony,  crystallized  carbonate  of  lime, 
polite,  crystals  of  quartz,  &c.  The  discoveries  recently 
made  in  the  cave  greatly  exceed  in  extent  all  that  was  known 
at  the  period  of  your  stay  there.  A  gentleman  of  unques- 
tionable veracity,  and  who  has  ample  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring correct  information,  having  resided  there  and  in  its 
vicinity  thirty  years,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  are 
not  less  than  two  hundred  square  miles  of  cave.  No  wild 
beast,  reptile,  or  vermin  has  ever  been  seen  in  the  cave.  No 
dog  has  ever  been  prevailed  upon  to  enter  the  Mammoth 
Cave — often  has  this  been  tried.  What  this  peculiarity  re- 
sults from,  I  know  not.  Nothing  inhabits  the  Mammoth 
Cave  but  the  bat  during  the  winter,  and  they  are  confined 
to  a  particular  spot.  I  am  told  there  are  rats,  but  I  have  ne- 
ver seen  them.  The  country  south  of  the  cave,  which  in 
1813  was  barren,  is  now  grown  over  with  timber. 

"  The  cave  is  eight  miles  from  the  Dripping  springs,  and 
eight  and  a  half  miles  from  Fruit's  knob.  The  turnpike 
from  Louisville  to  Nashville  runs  within  six  miles  of  it. 

"  No  man  can  form  the  most  remote  idea  of  this  the  most 
wonderful  of  all  nature's  wonders,  except  by  a  visit  to  it ; 
and  to  describe  it,  with  all  its  recent  discoveries,  would  re- 
quire a  volume.  The  discoveries  made  in  the  cave  the  last 
two  years,  are,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  better  worth  see- 
ing than  all  the  cave  as  previously  known.  They  consist 
of  numerous  branches  or  avenues,  domes  of  great  size  and 
beauty,  and  a  river  terminated  by  a  lake.  Until  recently,  no 
person  had  explored  that  branch  of  the  cave  in  which  the 
bottomless  pit  is  situated  beyond  the  pit ;  now  the  most  in- 
teresting and  extensive  part  of  the  cave  is  beyond  the  pit. — 
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For  this  discovery  we  are  indebted  to  a  gentleman  of  George- 
town, Ky.,  named  Stevenson.  He  ascertained  that  the  pit 
was  nothing  but  a  chasm  of  great  depth,  extending  across 
the  cave  and  therefore  got  a  ladder  of  sufficient  length  to 
reach  over.  On  this  ladder  this  daring  man,  the  guide,  and 
some  two  or  three  others,  crossed  this  deep  and  frightful 
chasm,  and,  on  reaching  the  opposite  part,  found  themselves 
in  a  cave  of  considerable  size,  which,  after  exploring  to  the 
distance  of  two  miles,  brought  them,  to  their  utter  astonish- 
ment and  delight,  to  the  celebrated  river  of  the  cave.  It  is 
in  this  region  of  the  cave,  unknown  until  the  last  two  years, 
where  you  meet  with  the  great  domes,  the  cataract,  the  river, 
the  lake  and  the  gigantic  stalagmite  columns.  In  order  to 
gratify  the  numerous  visiters  with  a  view  of  this  deeply  in- 
teresting section  of  the  cave,  the  proprietor  has  had  a  large 
and  strong  bridge  with  suitable  railways,  erected  over  the 
bottomless  pit,  rocks  have  been  removed  so  as  to  render 
walking  pleasant  in  the  different  avenues,  stair-steps  have 
been  placed  where  required,  boats  are  in  readiness  for  those 
who  feel  inclined  to  take  aquatic  excursions  on  the  river, 
and  Bengal  lights  can  be  had  by  such  as  wish  to  witness  the 
sublime  spectacle  which  is  exhibited  by  an  illumination  of 
the  various  domes. 

"  The  river  is  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  cave. — 
Where  you  first  strike,  it  is  not  very  wide,  but  of  great  depth; 
as  you  descend,  it  becomes  wider  ;  and  it  has  a  gentle  cur- 
rent. I  have  never  descended  the  river  more  than  half  a  mile, 
but  it  is  from  the  point  where  you  first  see  it  to  the  lake  five 
miles ;  and  Mr.  Gorin,  a  highly  respectable  lawyer,  and  a 
former  Representative  of  Warren  county,  informs  me  that 
there  is  a  sufficiency  of  water  in  this  river  to  float  the  larg- 
est class  of  steamboats.  It  is  in  this  river  where  those  fish 
without  eyes  have  been  found.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Pro- 
fessor Davidson,  of  Transylvania  University,  (who  wrote  a 
pamphlet  respecting  the  cave,)  that  those  fish  had  eyes  and 
were  blinded  by  light;  in  other  words,  that  the  apparent  want 
of  eyes  arose  from  the  sudden  contraction  of  that  organ,  oc- 
casioned by  the  stimulus  of  light.  This  is  not  the  case;  a 
Professor  of  the  Louisville  Institute  anatomized  the  head  of 
this  fish,  and  says  there  is  no  indication  of  there  being  such 
an  organ.  The  lake  of  the  cave  has  never  been  explored  ; 
some  few  have  attempted  it,  but  the)'  have  become  alarmed 
and  abandoned  the  enterprise.  Stevenson,  of  Georgetown, 
has  ventured  farther  on  it  than  any  other  person.  He  passed, 
while  on  it,  I  am  told,  the  mouths  of  four  rivers  or  caves 
filled  with  water.  It  is  of  great  depth,  and  is  supposed  of 
great  width.  This,  however,  I  conceive  doubtful,  as  I  can- 
not conceive  of  the  existence  of  an  arch  of  sufficient  expan- 
sion to  admit  of  a  lake  of  great  dimensions.  In  descending 
the  river  to  the  lake,  the  mouths  of  a  great  many  caves  were 
seen,  all  of  which  are  to  be  explored." 

In  my  next  article,  I  will  continue  my  extracts,  in  which 
my  correspondent  gives  an  account  of  the  discovery  of  the 
great  cataract  last  November.  The  present  article  is  lengthy; 
I  therefore  pause,  and  will  continue  it  in  the  next  or  some 
future  number  if  you  have  space.  M. 


[From  the  Buffalo  Commercial JIdvertiser,  AugiistlOth.'] 

Destruction  of  the   Steam'boat  Eric  l»y  Fire,  and 
the  loss  of  One  Hundred  and  Seventy  I^ivesS 

Little  did  we  think  yesterday  in  penning  a  brief  paragraph 
in  commendation  of  the  Erie,  that  to-day  we  should  be  call- 
ed upon  10  record  the  destruction  of  that  boat  together  with 
a  loss  of  life  unequalled  on  our  own  or  almost  any  other 
waters.  The  Erie  left  the  dock  at  10  minutes  past  4,  P.  M., 
loaded  with  merchandise  destined  for  Chicago,  and,  as  near- 
ly as  now  can  be  ascertained,  about  two  hundred  persons, 
including  passengers  and  crew  on  board.  The  boat  had  been 
thoroughly  overhauled,  and  although  the  wind  was  blowing 
fresh,  everything  promised  a  pleasant  and  prosperous  voyage. 
Nothing  occurred  to  mar  this  prospect  till  about  8  when  the 
boat  was  off  Silver  Creek,  about  8  miles  from  shore,  and  33 
miles  from  this  fity,  when  a  slight  explosion  was  heard,  and 
immediately,  instantaneously  almost,  the  whole  vessel  was 
enveloped  in  flames.     Capt.  Titus,  who  was  on  the  upper 


deck,  at  the  time,  rushed  to  the  Ladies'  Cabin  to  obtain  the 
Life  Preservers,  of  which  there  were  from  90  to  100  on 
board,  but  so  rapid  had  been  the  progress  of  the  flames,  he 
found  it  impossible  to  enter  the  cabin.  He  returned  to  the 
upper  deck,  on  his  way  giving  orders  to  the  Engineer  to  stop 
the  engine,  the  wind  and  the  headway  of  the  boat  increasing 
the  fierceness  of  the  flames  and  driving  them  aft.  The  En- 
gineer replied  that  in  consequence  of  the  flames  he  could  not 
reach  the  engine.  The  steerman  was  instantly  directed  to 
put  the  helm  hard  a  starboard.  The  vessel  swung  slowly 
round,  heading  to  the  shore,  and  the  boats — there  were  three 
on  board— were  then  ordered  to  be  lowered.  Two  of  the 
boats  were  lowered,  but  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  sea  on, 
and  the  headway  of  the  vessel,  they  both  swamped  as  soon 
as  they  touched  water.  We  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the 
awful  and  appalling  condition  of  the  passengers.  Some  were 
frantic  with  fear  and  horror,  others  plunged  headlong  madly 
into  the  water,  others  again  seized  upon  anything  buoyant 
upon  which  they  could  lay  hands.  The  small  boat  forward 
had  been  lowered.  It  was  alongside  the  wheel,  with  three 
or  four  persons  in  it,  when  the  captain  jumped  in  and  the 
boat  immediately  dropped  astern  filled  with  water. 

A  lady  floated  by  with  a  life  preserver  on.  She  cried  for 
help. — There  was  no  safety  in  the  boat.  The  captain  threw 
her  the  only  oar  in  the  boat.  She  caught  the  oar  and  was 
saved.  It  was  Mrs.  Lynde  of  Milwaukie,  and  she  was  the 
only  lady  saved.  In  this  condhion,  the  boat  a  mass  of  fierce 
fire,  and  the  passengers  and  crew  endeavoring  to  save  them- 
selves by  swimming  or  supporting  themselves  by  whatever 
they  could  reach — they  were  found  by  the  Clinton  at  about 
10  P.  M.  The  Clinton  left  here  in  the  morning,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  wind  had  put  into  Dunkirk.  She  lay 
there  till  nearly  sunset,  at  which  time  she  ran  out,  and  had 
proceeded  as  far  as  Barcelona,  when  just  at  twilight,  the  fire 
of  the  Erie  was  discovered  some  20  miles  astern.  The  Clin- 
ton immediately  put  about  and  reached  the  burning  wreck 
about  10.  It  was  a  fearful  sight. — All  the  upper  works  of 
the  Erie  had  been  burned  away.  The  engine  was  standing, 
but  the  hull  was  a  mass  of  dull,  red  flame.  The  passengers- 
and  crew  were  floating  around,  screaming  in  their  agony 
and  shrieking  for  help.  The  boats  of  the  Clinton  were  in- 
stantly lowered  and  manned,  and  every  person  that  could  be 
seen  or  heard  was  picked  up,  and  every  possible  relief  af- 
forded. The  Lady,  a  little  steamboat  lying  at  Dunkirk, 
went  out  of  that  harbor  as.  soon  as  possible,  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  fire,  and  arrived  soon  after  the  Clinton.  It  was 
not  thought  by  the  survivors  that  she  saved  any.  By  1  A. 
M.  all  was  still  except  the  dead  crackling  of  the  fire.  Not  a 
solitary  individual  could  be  seen  or  heard  on  the  wild  waste 
of  waters.  A  line  was  then  made  fast  to  the  remains  of  the 
Erie's  rudder,  and  an  effort  made  to  tow  the  hapless  hull 
ashore.  About  this  time  the  Chautauque  came  up  and  lent 
her  assistance.  The  hull  of  the  Erie  was  towed  within  about 
four  miles  of  the  shore,  when  it  sunk  in  eleven  fathoms 
water.  By  this  time  it  was  daylight.  The  lines  were  cast 
off.  The  Clinton  headed  for  this  port  which  she  reached 
about  6  o'clock.  Of  those  who  are  saved,  several  are  badly 
burned,  but  none  are  dangerously  injured  so  far  as  we  have 
heard. 

Orig-in  of  the  Fire. — Among  the  passengers  on  board 
were  six  painters  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Miller  of  this 
city,  who  were  going  to  Erie  to  paint  the  steamboat  JMaili- 
son.  They  had  with  them  demijohns  filled  with  spirits  of 
turpentine  and  varnish,  which,  unknown  to  Capt.  Titus, 
were  placed  on  the  boiler  deck  directly  over  the  boilers. — 
One  of  the  firemen,  who  was  saved,  says  he  had  occasion  to- 
go  on  deck,  and  seeing  the  demijohns,  removed  them.  They 
were  re-placed,  but  by  whom  is  not  known.  Immediately 
previous  to  the  bursting  forth  of  the  flames,  as  several  on 
board  have  assured  us,  a  slight  explosion  was  heard.  The 
demijohns  had  probably  burst  with  the  heat,  and  their  in- 
flammable contents,  taking  fire  instantly,  communicated  to 
every  part  of  the  boat,  which  having  been  freshly  varnished 
caught  as  if  it  had  been  gunpowder. 

Not  a  paper  nor  an  article  of  any  kind  was  saved.  Of 
course  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  complete  list  of  those  on 
board.     Of  cabin  passengers  Capt.  Titus  thinks  there  were 
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between  30  and  40,  of  whom  10  or  12  were  ladies.  In  the 
steerage  were  about  140  passengers,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
Swiss  and  German  immigrants.  They  were  mostly  in  fa- 
milies with  the  usual  proportion  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren.    The  heart  bleeds  at  the  thought. 

It  is  a  singular  coincidence  that  the  Erie  was  burned  at 
almost  identically  the  sarne  spot  where  the  Washington  was 
burned  in  June,  1838.  Capt.  Brown,  who  commanded  the 
Washington  at  that  time  happened  to  be  on  board  the 
Clinton,  and  was  very  active  in  saving  the  survivors  of  the 
Erie. 

We  annex  a  list  of  the  lost  and  saved  so  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  : 

Liost* 

W.  M.  Camp,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
John  C.  Pool,  New  York  city. 

E.  S.  Cobb,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Otto  Torp,  N.  Y.,  wife  and  three  children. 

Lloyd  Gelston,  Erie,  Clerk. 

Mr.  Joles,  Steward  of  the  boat, 

Mrs.  Giles  Williams,  Chicago. 

Chs.  J.  Lyn«de,  Milwaukie. 

Watts  S.  Lynde,  Hompr,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Smith,  and  child,  Schenectady. 

A.  Sears,  Philip  Barbier,  Henry  Weaver,  Wm.  Thoma, 

Evarts,  Peter  Finney,  painters,  Buffalo,  in  the  employ  of 

Wm.  G.  Miller. 
J.  D.  Woodward,  New  York. 
Wm.  Griflin,  Mississippi. 
D.  S.  Sloan,  Geneva. 

F.  Stow,  Canada. 
Wm.  Sacket,  Michigan. 

Mrs.  Spencer  and  two  children. 

Mrs.  Dow. 

Mrs.  Robinson,  Ballston  Spa,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Robinson,  do 

Miss  King,  do 

Mr.  Moore,  lady  and  2  children,  from  Yates  Co.,  moving  to 

Michigan 
Orin  Green,  Rushville,  Yates  Co. 
Rocme  Button,  from  near  Fort  Plain. 
Charles  S.  Mather,  Mt.  Ckmens,  Mich.,  has  got  a  family  at 

that  place. 

List  of  Swiss  passengers  shipped  by  Messrs.  P.  L.  Par- 
sons &  Co. 


J^'ames, 

Geo.  Zuggler  and  family 

John  Flang  do 

Martin  Zulgen  do 

Geo.  Rettenger  do 

Geo.  Christian  do 

Geo.  Neigold  do 

M.  Reibold  do 

Geo.  Steinniaii  do 

Peter  King  do 

L.  GilUng  do 
Peter  Schmidt 
John  Netzei 

Peter  Schneider  do 

J.  Newminger  do 

S.  Schapler  do 

R.  Filling  do 
Mr.  Obens 
J.  Korten 
C.  Durler 

Mr.  liithhold  and  family 


C.  Deitcheiick  do 

C.  Wilbur  do 

C.  Palmer  do 

J.  Garghum  do 

J.  Mulliman 

C.  Kellerman 

C.  Mintch  and  friend 

Mintch  was  recently  from  Europe, 
this  city.  He  was  on  his  way  West 
mate  settlement. 


JVumbers. 
6 

n 

2 
3 
5 

3 
2 
2 
3 
1 
I 
5 
4 

H 

2 
1 
1 
1 

H 

2 

6 

5 

5i  . 

3 

1 

2 


Destination. 

Akron,  Ohio, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 

do 
Cleveland, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Dover,  Ohio, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Masillon,  Ohio, 
do 
do 
Chicago, 
do 
and  left  his  family  in 
(0  secure  land  for  ulti- 


This  list  comprises  the  names  of  87  persons;  as  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  pass  children  at  half  price,  the  whole  numjjer  in 
this  list  must  have  reached  one  hundred  souls.  Only  four 
persons  of  the  whole,  including  Durler  and  three  others 
whose  names  we  could  not  learn,  were  saved. 

Saved* 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Gibson,  clerk  of  the  De  Witt 
Clinton,  for  the  following  list  of  persons  saved  by  that  boat: 

Jerome  McBride,  wheelman,  badly  burned. 

James  Loverty,  do 

Hiram  De  Graff,  passenger, 

Dennis  McBride,  1st  mate. 

Theodore  Sears,  painter. 

J.  H.  St.  John,  passenger  to  Chicago. 

C.  Hogg,  do         badly  burned. 

William  Wadsworth,  one  of  the  band,  Erie, 

Alfred  O.  Wilkeson,  East  Euclid,  Ohio. 

William  Hughes,  2d  mate. 

Luther  B.  Searls,  fireman. 

Thomas  J.  Tann,  Pittsford,  N.  Y. 

John  Winchel,  Buffalo. 

Edgar  Clemens,  1st  engineel. 

Son  of  George  Bebee,  Cleveland. 

Harrison  Forrester,  Harbor  Creek,  Pa. 

Thomas  Quinhn,  Middlefield,  Mass. 

Three  German  passengers,  burned  badly, 

Robert  Robinson,  colored  man,  barber. 

Johnson,  do         3d  cookr 

Giles  Williams,  Chicago. 

Capt.  Titus,  captain  of  the  boat. 

Mrs.  Lynde,  Milwaukie. 

Christian  Durler,  Holmes  Co.,  Ohio. 

Rice,  Hydraulics,  Buffalo,  badly  burned. 

The  Mayor  very  properly  and  promptly  convened  the" 
Common  Council,  and  appropriate  measures  have  beerr 
taken  to  relieve  such  sufferers  as  are  in  need  of  assistance. 

We  have  never  seen  our  city  in  more  profound  gloom. — 
The  destruction  of  the  Erie,  and  the  appalling,  horrible  loss 
of  life,  impress  the  heart  of  every  one. 

Later. — By  the  Robert  Fulton,  Captain  Hart,  we  leam 
that  two  more  persons  were  saved  by  the  people  of  Dunkirk, 
One  was  Fred.  Parmalee,  the  bar-keeper  of  the  Erie,  and  an 
American,  name  unknown. 

The  Fulton  also  picked  up  two  boats,  one  belonging  to 
the  Erie,  and  the  other  a  sail-boat,  belonging  to  Dunkirk, 
which  was  swamped  on  its  way  to  the  rescue.  Those  on 
board  were  picked  up. 


Green  Corn* 


Five  thousand  dollars  worth  of  Green  Corn  has  been* 
bought  up  in  Burlington  Co.,  in  this  State,  already  this  sea- 
son for  the  New  York  market  alone.  Large  quantities  of 
vegetables  are  also  sent  to  Philadelphia  from  that  fertile 
county.  A  single  farmer  near  Burlington,  last  week,  receiv- 
ed, in  the  Philadelphia  market,  near  $700  for  his  week's 
marketing.  This  is  better  than  working  a  gold  mine,  or 
speculating  in  morus  multicaulis  or  fancy  stocks, 

[IS^ewark  Daily  Adv.,  Jlug.  19. 
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Mississippi  Bonds. 

In  a  late  Number,  page  97,  was  inserted  a  correspondence 
between  Governor  McNutt  and  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  in  re- 
lation to  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  bonds  of  Mississippi 
— a  subscriber  has  placed  in  our  hands  the  "Southron" 
which  contains  the  legal  opinion  of  Charles  Scott,  Esq., 
given  at  the  request  of  the  Union  Bank,  that  the  State  is 
"  morally,  politically  and  legally  bound  to  discharge  her 
bonds" — it  is  as  follows  ; 

Opluton. 

Jacksojt,  Mrssissippi, 


July  27, 184 


:ppr,7 
1.      5 


James  Elliot,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Jilississippi  Union 

Bank. 

Sir  : — Your  communication  of  the  16th  inst.,  in  which 
my  opinion  is  requested,  as  to  the  liability  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  upon  her  bonds,  executed  to,  and  sold  by  the 
Union  Bank,  has  been  duly  considered. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  which  the  ques- 
tion has  assumed  in  the  eye  of  the  civilized  world,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  it  all  the  thought  and  reflection  which  my 
mind  is  capable  of  affording.  Constituting  an  engrossing 
theme  of  State  politics,  it  has  necessarily  given  rise  to  that 
diversity  of  views,  which  is  ever  exhibited  in  times  of  party 
excitement.  Unbiassed  by  motives  of  either  a  personal  or 
political  character,  the  investigation  which  I  have  given  to 
the  subject  results  in  the  clear  and  deliberate  conviction  that, 
the  State  is  liable,  upon  the  soundest  principles  of  moral 
and  legal  obligation. 

True  it  is,  that  there  is  no  process  known  to  the  law  by 
which  a  State  may  be  peaceably  enforced  to  discharge  or  li- 
quidate her  debts — however  honestly  or  legally  contracted. 
Those  who  trust  a  State,  alone  depend  upon  her  faith  and 
honor.  The  State  of  Mississippi,  except  as  to  such  powers 
as  are  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Government,  is  a  free  and 
independent  sovereignty  ;  and  although  she  has  established 
a  constitutional  forum,  where  all  controversies  arising  be- 
tween the  State  and  individuals  are  to  be  heard  and  deter- 
mined, still,  in  no  event,  can  she  be  reached  by  means  of  an 
execution.  Rut  the  question  involving  the  legality  or  ille- 
gality  of  the  bonds,  is  one  which  the  people  or  citizens  of 
the  State  are  legally  incompetent  to  determine;  for,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requisitions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  7th  ar- 
ticle of  our  Constitution,  the  Legislature  have  conferred 
upon  the  Court  of  Chancery  original  jurisdiction  of  all  ques- 
tions which  may  arise  between  the  State  and  individuals, 
whether  citizens  or  aliens.  That  law  provides  that,  "  any 
person  or  persons,  deeming  him,  her,  or  themselves,  to  have 
a  just  claim  against  the  Sute,  may  file  a  bill  in  Equity,  in 
the  Superior  Court  of  Chancery,  against  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi," &c.  Then,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that,  where  any 
controversy  exists  as  to  the  legality  of  any  claim  against  tho 
State,  the  only  lawful  and  constitutional  forum  where  the 
question  can  be  tried  and  settled,  is  that  appointed  and  con- 
stituted by  the  law.  The  decree  of  the  Chancellor,  or  of  the 
High  Court,  in  case  of  appeal,  on  such  a  case,  would  be 
binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  parties,  and  there  can  be  no 
truth  ia  the  argument,  that  such  decree,  if  rendered  against 
the  State,  would  not  be  binding,  "  in  relation  to  the  rights 

Vol.  v.— 17 


of  the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,"     Who,  let  us 
inquire,  are  the  authors  and  framers  of  the  Constitution  1 
Who  delegated  the  judicial  power  1  The  people  themselves. 
They  authorized  and  empowered  the  Legislature  "  to  direct 
in  what  manner  and  in  what  courts  suits  might  be  brought 
against  the  State."  They  then  immediately  delegated  to  the 
Legislature  the  right  to  establish  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
with  this  judicial  power,  and  consequently,  the  decree  of  that 
court,  upon  the  hearing  of  this  question,  would  not  only  be 
obligatory  and  conclusive,  upon  every  department  of  the 
State  Government,  but  would  be  binding  upon  the  whole 
people.     The  Executive  has  no  authority  whatever  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  legality  of  the  State  bonds,  and  when  he 
undertakes  to  do  so,  it  is  a  high  assumption  of  power,  on  his 
part,  and  in  derogation  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land. 
It  is  the  exercise  of  a  judicial  power,  and  therefore,  in  utter 
violation  of  the  1st  Section  of  the  2d  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  declares  that,  "  the  powers  of  the  Government 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi  shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct 
departments,  and  each  of  them  confided  to  a  separate  body 
of  magistracy,  to  wit :  those  which  are  Legislative,  to  one ; 
those  which  are  Judicial,  to  another ;  and  those  which  are 
Executive,  to  another."    No  one  can  hesitate  to  believe  that 
the  question  involving  the  State's  liability  is  entirely  a  legal 
one,  and  therefore,  its  decision  calls  for  the  exercise  of  judi- 
cial power  and  discretion.     The  power  to  construe  a  law  or 
contract  is  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  judiciary — for 
it  is  the  appropriate  function  of  the  judiciary  to  construe 
laws,     "  If  then,  a  case  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
does  arise,"  says  a  great  jurist,  "  if  it  is  capable  of  judicial 
investigation  and  decision,  we  see  that  the  very  tribunal  ia 
appointed  to  make  the  decision ;  and  the  only  question  open 
for   controversy  is,  whether  such  decision,  when  made,  is 
conclusive  or  binding  upon  the  people."     The  reason  why 
they  should  be  bound,  has  been  already  submitted.    But  my 
design  is  to  prove  that  this  is  a  question  capable  of  judicial 
examination  and  decison,  and  as  such,  His  Excellency,  A. 
G.  M'Nutt,  in  undertaking  to  declare  and  publish  to  the 
world  that,  "  the  State  will  never  pay  the  five  millions  of 
bonds,  issued  in  June  1838,  or  any  portion  of  the  interest 
due,  or  to  become  due  thereon,"  has  violated  his  executive 
duty,  and  transcended  the  limits  of  his  rightful  prerogative. 
The  people  themselves,  as  has  been  shown,  cannot  determine 
the  question  in  hand,  because  they  have  delegated  that  power 
to  tlie  judicial  department  of  the  State.     They  may,  it  is 
true,  disregard  the  law,  and  declare  through  their  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Legislature,  that  they  will  not  provide  the 
ways  and  means  of  paying  either  the  bonds,  or  the  interest 
accruing  thereon  ;  but  they  cannot  refuse  payment  upon  the 
ground  that  the  bonds  are  illegal,  unless  such  be  the  decree 
of  the  Chancellor.    But  where  are  the  people — where  is  Ihe 
Legislature  or  Government  on  earth,  who  would  repudiate 
a  debt  which  had  been  solemnly  decided  to  be  just  and  legal, 
by  a  properly  constituted  power?  The  bond-holders  will  not 
for  a  moment  entertain  the  opinion  or  judgment  of  his  excel- 
lency ;  for  they  have  a  clear  and  constitutional  right  to  be 
heard  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Chancery:  and  if  the  bonds 
should  be  decided  to  be  legal  instruments,  there  need  to  be 
no  apprehension  but  that  the  State  will  discharge  them  to 
the  uttermost  farthing. 

The  next  proposition  which  I  shall  attempt  to  establish 
is,  that  the  State  bonds  were  created  in  accordance  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  such,  were  legally 
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sold  and  negotiated.    The  bonds,  upon  their  face,  evince  no 
evidence  of  their  illegaUty.     They  are  in  due  form,  signed 
by  the  Executive,  countersigned  by  the  Treasurer,  and  are 
attested  by  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State.     Clothed  with  all 
the  solemnities  of  law  and  sovereignty  itself,  they,  prima 
facie,  are  legal  obligations.     But  it  is  urged  that  they  were 
executed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  loan  of  money  upon 
the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State,  and  as  the  law  or  act  in- 
corporating the  Mississippi  Union  Bank,  by  virtue  of  which 
they  were  executed,  was  not  passed  and  approved  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requisitions  of  the  {Constitution,  the  bonds  are 
unconstitutional  and  void,  because  their  validity  depends 
upon  the  validity  of  the  law  or  charter  authorizing  their 
issuance.  Then  the  question  resolves  itself  into  this — is  the 
act  incorporating  the  Mississippi   Union  Bank  a  constitu- 
tional act?     All  remember  the  general  suspension  of  the 
banks  in    1837,  and  the   serious  train  of  embarrassments 
which  followed  upon  the  heels  of  that  event.   The  monetary 
affairs  of  the  whole  Union  felt  the  shock.     Despair  brooded 
over  the  whole  land.    The  very  wheels  of  Government  were 
clogged— individual  enterprise  drooped,  and  the  face  of  busi- 
ness wore  a  melancholy  aspect.     It  is  needless  to  remark 
that,  our  own  State  and  people  experienced  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  the  suspension.     What  was  to  be  done  1  Credit 
seemed  destroyed,  and   the  people  were   threatened  with  j 
ruin  and  bankruptcy.    In  the  midst  of  alarm  and  panic,  the 
Governor  convened  the  Legislature.     That  body  met,  and  ; 
the  proposed  measure  of  relief  was,  the  establishment  of  the  i 
Union  Bank.   None  doubted  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  ■ 
charter  a  bank.     The  act  of  any  one  Legislature,  when  ap-  , 
proved  by  the  Executive,  is  sufficient  to  incorporate  an  ordi-  [ 
nary  bank;  but  the  5th  section  of  the  Union  Bank  Charter  i 
contains  the  following  provision  :  "  Be  it  enacted,  that  in  ! 
order  to  facilitate  the  said  Union  Bank  for  the  said  loan  of, 
fifteen  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  faith  of  this 
State  be,  and  is  hereby  pledged,  both  for  the  security  of  the  | 
capital  and  interest,  and  that  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
bonds,  of  two  thousand  dollars  each,  to  wit:  eighteen  hun- 
dred  and  seventy-five,   payable  in  twelve  years:  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy- five,  in  fifteen  years,  eighteen  hundred 
dred  and  seventy-five,  in  eighteen  years,  and  eighteen  hun- ' 
dred  and  seventy-five,  in  twenty  years,  and  bearing  interest 
at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  signed  by 
the  Governor,"  &c.    Now,  it  is  contended  by  those  who  are 
opposed  to  paying  the  bonds  that,  this  section  proposed  to 
raise  a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  and 
})ledge  the  State  faith  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  that 
loan — and  therefore  is  unconstitutional,  unless  it  was  passed 
and  approved  in  accordance  with  the  forms  and  requisitions 
of  the  9th  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  is  as  follows : — •'  No  law  shall  ever  be  passed  to  raise 
a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  or  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  payment  or  redemption  of  any 
loan  or  debt,  unless  such  law  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives,  and  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  each  house,  and  entered  on  their  journals, 
with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and  be  referred  to  the 
next  succeeding  Legislature,  and  published  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  next  regular  election  in  three  newspapers  of 
this  State ;  and  unless  a  majority  of  each  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature so  elected,  after  such  publication,  shall  agree  to  pass 
6uch  law,"  &c.     The  Constitution  then  requires,  1st,  that 
the  act  proposing  to  raise  a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit 
of  the  State,  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  pay- 
ment or  redemption  of  any  loan  or  debt,  shall  be  proposed  in 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives :  2d,  that  it  shall 
be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  each  house :  3d,  entered  on 
their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon :  4th, 
be  referred  to  the  next  succeeding  Legislature:  5th,  be  pub- 
lished in  three  newspapers  of  the  State  for  the  space  of  three 
months  previous  to  the  next  general  election,  6th,  passed  by 
a  majority  of  the  Legislature  elected  next  after  such  publi- 
cation :  and  7th,  approved  by  the  Governor.     Were  not  all 
these  requisitions  fully  complied  with,  at  least,  in  contempla- 
tion of  law,  and  in  the  purview  and  meaning  of  the  Con- 
stitution 1  That  the  act  originated  in  one  of  the  two  branches 
of.  the  Legislature,  cannot  form  a  matter  of  doubt :  that  it 


was  passed  by  a  majority  of  each  house,  the  journals  of  the 
Legislature  prove :  that  it  was  entered  on  the  journals,  with 
the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  the  journals  also  establish: 
that  it  was  referred  to  the  People  and  the  next  IjCgislature, 
the  47th  section  of  the  Charter  itself  shows,  which  enacts 
that  "  the  Jifth  section,  whereby  the  faith  of  this  State  is 
pledged,  &c.,  be  referred  to  the  next  Legislature,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  9th  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion :"  that  it  was  passed  by  a  majority  of  the  next  Legis- 
lature, the  journals  of  that  body  testify :  and,  that  it  was 
approved  by  the  Executive  on  the  5th  of  February,  1838, 
none  will  controvert. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  act  was  not  published  in  three 
newspapers  of  this  State  for  three  months  previous  to  the 
next  general  election,  and  therefore,  it  is  no  law,  and  the 
bonds  were  issued  under  a  void  authority.  The  journals  of 
the  Legislature,  of  course,  do  not  show  whether  the  neces- 
sary publication  was  made  or  not.  That  such  publication 
was  made,  is  asserted  by  some  and  denied  by  others.  How 
the  fact  really  is,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  nor  does 
it  matter.  In  the  latter  clause  of  the  47th  section  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Bank,  provision  is  made  for  its  publication, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Governor.  A  more  proper  person 
could  not  have  been  selected  to  superintend  its  publication. 
The  Constitution  merely  declared  that  the  act  should  be  pub- 
lished, and  did  not  designate  who  should  attend  to  its  publi- 
cation. It  certainly  did  not  contemplate  that  the  Legislature, 
as  a  body,  should  do  anything  more  than  order  the  act  to 
be  published  ;  for,  if  published  at  any  time,  or  by  any  person, 
in  obedience  to  such  order,  for  three  months  before  the  then 
next  election  of  members  to  the  Legislature,  it  would  as- 
suredly have  been  considered  a  legal  publication.  Then,  it 
seems  to  me  that,  all  the  Legislature  could  do,  was  done,  in 
ordering  the  publication  of  the  act,  and  making  it  obligatory 
upon  the  Executive  to  see  that  it  was  done.  Who  were  the 
persons  to  be  satisfied  of  the  fact  of  pubhcation  1  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  who  were  sworn  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution. Were  they  satisfied  ]  The  presumption  is  that 
they  were — for  they  passed  the  act,  and  we  must  not  charge 
them  with  a  violation  of  their  oaths.  Who  else  was  to  be 
satisfied  ?  The  Executive — for  he  approved  the  act,  which, 
if  unconstitutional,  it  was  his  power  and  duty  to  veto.  But 
he  did  not  veto  it,  but  in  fact  gave  it  his  sanction  and  ap- 
proval :  therefore,  we  must  infer,  for  charity's  sake,  at  least, 
that  he  too  was  satisfied  that  all  the  forms  and  requisitions 
of  the  Constitution  had  been  fully  complied  with,  or  he  never 
would  have  signed  and  approved  the  act.  But,  the  fact  of 
publication  must  be  presumed,  and,  in  law,  cannot  be  in- 
quired into.  The  Charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  is  a  public 
act,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  law,  and,  as  such,  must  be  constru- 
ed. Its  constitutionality  must  be  judged  of  according  to 
what  it  purports  to  be  upon  its  face,  which  the  courts  of  the 
country  cannot  look  beyond.  It  is  a  well  settled  rule  in  the 
construction  of  a  law  that  everything  is  to  be  presumed  in 
favor  of  its  constitutionality.  A  multitude  of  authorities 
might  be  referred  to  in  support  of  this  position. 

The  people,  through  their  Representatives,  as  I  have  shown, 
have  declared  that,  the  State  may  he  sued  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  Then,  when  sued,  she  comes  into  court,  to  an- 
swer as  a  mere  individual.  Her  case  is  to  be  heard  and  de- 
cided upon  the  same  rules  and  principles  of  lavir  applicable 
to  the  case  of  an  individual  or  private  person.  Suppose, 
then,  that  a  suit  is  commenced  against  a  mere  private  per- 
son, and  the  plaintiflf  relies  upon  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
to  maintain  his  case,  which  act  the  defendant  alleges  to  be 
unconstitutional.  How  will  the  court  determine  the  ques- 
tion 7  It  will  alone  look  to  the  context,  terms  and  subject 
matter  of  the  law — the  face  of  the  act,  in  deciding  upon  its 
constitutionality.  It  will  not  permit  the  defendant  to  go  be- 
yond the  face  of  the  act.  Then,  if  the  State  in  subjecting 
herself  to  be  sued  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  country,  has 
placed  herself,  when  sued,  in  the  attitude  of  a  private  person, 
so  far  as  that  suit  is  concerned,  of  course,  she  is  bound  by 
the  same  rules  of  law  and  evidence  which  would  relate  to 
the  suit  of  a  private  individual.  Now,  the  charter  of  the 
bank  or  act  of  incorporation,  having  been  passed  by  a  second 
Legislature,  and  having  received  the  approval  and  constitu- 
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tional  sanction  of  the  Executive,  must  in  law  be  presumed, 
in  all  respects,  constitutional.     The  argument  is  susceptible 
of  many  familiar  illustrations.     The  Constitution  requires 
that,  every  bill  shall  bo  read  and  passed  three  several  times, 
in  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  be  signed  by  the  Speakers, 
&c.  and  receive  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  before  it  shall 
become  a  law.     Now,  the  mere  fact  that  the  bill  was  read 
and  passed  three  several  times  in  each  House,  is  no  neces- 
sary part  of  the  act,  and  never  appears  upon  its  face ;  and  the 
judiciary  must  presume  and  lake  it  for  granted  that  all  the 
requisitions  of  the  Constitution  have  been  complied  with, 
otherwise  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  the  President  of  the 
Senate  would  never  have  signed,  and  the  Governor  approved 
it.     Every  law  or  act  read  from  the  statute  book,  if  my  po- 
sition be  incorrect,  would  have  to  be  proved.     Another  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  declares  that  "  all  bills  for  raising 
revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives." — 
Now,  the  fact  that  such  bill  originated  in  the  House,  con- 
stitutes no  part  of  the  bill,  and  yet  that  fact  must  be  pre- 
sumed, to  give  it  effect.     And  why  1    Simply  because  those 
who  passed,  signed  and  approved  it  were  the  sworn  officers 
or  agents  of  the  people,  and  we  must  not  presume  that  they 
violated  their  duty.  Other  striking  illustrations,  drawn  from 
the  Constitution,  might  be  adduced,  in  support  of  my  posi- 
tion.   But  I  contend  farther  that,  the  State  is  estopped  from 
denying  the  fact  of  publication.     I  have  shown  that,  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive  were  the  only 
persons  who  were  to  be  satisfied  that  the  act  was  duly  pub- 
lished.    They  are  the  only  properly  constituted  judges,  ap- 
pointed and  chosen  by  the  people  themselves,  of  the  fact  of 
publication.  They,  by  passing  the  act,  and  the  Governor  by 
approving  it,  have  declared  to  the  world  that,  there  was  no 
constitutional  barrier  or  impediment  to  the  passage  and  ap- 
proval of  the  act, — that  the  requisitions  of  the  fundamental 
law  had,  in  all  things,  been  strictly  complied  with,  and  there- 
fore, the  act  is  constitutional. — I  repeat  that,  the  Constitu- 
tion makes  them  the  sole  judges  of  the  fact  of  publication, 
and  this  is  not  mere  assertion.     In  1  Peters'  Reports,  in  the 
case  of  Ross  vs.  Barland,  et  al.,  page  666,  the  court  decides 
this  principle.     Commissioners  were  appointed  under  the 
act  relative  to  claims  of  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  were  authorized  to  hear  evidence 
as  to  the  time  of  the  actual  evacuation  of  the  territory  by  the 
Spanish  troops,  and  to  decide  upon  the  facts.  The  law  gave 
them  the  power  to  hear  and  decide  all  matters  respecting 
such  claims,  and  to  decide  thereon,  according  to  justice  and 
equity.  The  court  decided  that  they  were  bound  to  presume 
that  every  fact  necessary  to  warrant  the  certificate,  in  the 
terms  of  it,  was  proved  before  the  commissioners,  and  that 
consequently,  it  luas  shown  to  them,  that  the  final  evacua- 
tion of  the  k^panish  troops  took  place  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1798.     Now,  apply  this  principle  to  the  case  in  hand.  The 
Constitution  authorized  the  Legislature  to  pass  the  act  in 
question,  under  certain  forms  and  requisitions.     All  those 
forms  and  requisitions  ac;7<a%  appear  to  have  been  com- 
plied with,  but  the  fact  of  publication.   The  members  of  the 
Legislature,  who  alone  had  the  right  to  pass  the  act,  and  the 
Executive,  to  approve  it,  upon  the  knowledge  or  evidence  of 
the  publication,  are  necessarily  the  only  judges  of  the  fact, 
or  of  the  kind  and  character  of  the  evidence  requisite  to  es- 
tablish it.     Then,  if  they  were  the  constitutional  judges  of 
the  fact,  or  the  measure  and  degree  of  evidence  requisite  to 
prove  that  fact,  then  tve  are  bound  to  presume  every  fact  ne- 
cessary to  warrant  the  passage  and  approval  of  the  act. — 
Then,  is  not  the  State  estopped  and  for  ever  barred  from  in- 
quiring into  the  fact  of  publication  ?  What  is  the  true  state- 
ment of  the  State's  defence  1     Let  us  suppose  that  suit  has 
been  instituted  upon  her  bonds.     These  bonds  bear  upon 
their  face  the  highest  assurance  of  their  legality.    The  Gov- 
ernor has  signed  them — they  are  countersigned  by  the  Trea- 
surer— and  attested  by  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State.     The 
State  pleads  that  there  is  no  law  authorizing  their  execution. 
The  law  is  produced,  and  appears  to  have  been  passed  by 
two  Legislatures  and  approved  by  the  Executive.     But  it  is 
urged  that  the  act  was  never  published,  and  the  State's 
counsel  propose  to  show  that  fact.  What  will  the  court  say.' 
That  the  act  upon  its  face  is  constitutional — and  the  State 


cannot  be  permitted  to  establish  a  fact  alivnde,  to  show  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  act,  and  more  especially,  as  the 
(Constitution  itself,  the  solemn  compact  of  the  people,  has, 
by  way  of  necessary  implication,  made  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  Executive,  the  only  judges  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  fact. 

But,  again  :  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours,  are  the  representatives  or  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  their  acts  are  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Now,  it  is  a  truth  that  can  be  easily  established,  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  which  met  or  convened  subse- 
quent to  the  execution  and  sale  of  the  bonds,  by  resolutions 
did  recognise  and  approve  the  sale  of  the  bonds.  These  re- 
solutions are  of  bindng  efficacy  upon  the  State,  so  that  she 
cannot  now  examine  either  into  the  validity  of  the  execu- 
tion or  sale  of  the  bonds.  She  is  a  party  to  the  contract,  or 
bonds  :  and  is  she  not  estopped,  after  having  recognised  the 
validity  of  the  bonds,  to  deny  that  she  had  a  right  to  exe- 
cute them  1  Is  she  not  estopped  effectually  ]  In  the  case  of 
the  Commonwealth  vs.  the  Pejepscut  proprietors,  reported 
in  the  10th  Mass.  Rep  ,  p.  155,  it  is  decided  that,  the  Com- 
monwealth is  estopped  by  the  resolve  of  the  Legislature,  de- 
claring the  boundary  between  its  lands  and  those  of  a  private 
company.  In  an  Indian  deed  to  a  large  tract  of  land  to  the 
company,  in  1684,  one  important  boundary  was  declared  to 
be  the  uttermost  falls  in  Androscoggin  river.  There  were, 
in  fact,  five  sets  of  falls.  In  1787,  the  Legislature  declared 
the  twenty  mile  falls,  (in  fact  the  middle  ones,)  to  be  the 
boundary  intended  in  that  deed,  and  ordered  matters  accord- 
ingly. The  court  decided  that  the  Commonwealth  was  es- 
topped, and  held  to  those  falls  as  the  true  boundary.  So,  it 
is  clear  that  the  doctrine  of  estoppel  is  applicable  as  well  to 
States  as  individuals,  and  the  case  cited  bears  a  striking 
analogy  to  the  one  now  under  consideration.  Again  :  can 
the  State  be  permitted  to  deny  the  validity  of  her  bonds,  so- 
lemnly attested  and  proved  by  her  Great  Seal  ?  That  seal, 
the  seal  of  sovereignty  itself,  furnishes  the  highest  evidence 
that  the  bonds  were  properly  and  legally  executed.  The 
keeper  of  the  seal  may  abuse  his  trust,  but  the  onlj^  remedy 
the  people  can  have  in  such  case  is,  that  terrible  rebuke 
which  is  administered  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise. 

But  there  is  an  equitable  estoppel  which  applies  to  this 
question.  If  A  proposes  to  sell  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  B, 
which  belongs  to  C,  and  C  stands  by  in  silence  and  permits 
A  to  offer  and  sell  the  land  to  B,  as  his,  C  is  estopped  in 
equity  from  denying  A's  title.  Here,  recollect,  the  fee  and 
real  title  was  in  C  to  the  land,  and  to  pass  that  fee  and  title, 
the  law  regularly  requires  a  deed  or  conveyance  from  C. — 
But  here  is  no  deed  or  conveyance — but  still  his  right  and 
title  has  departed.  Why  ?  He  stood  by  when  the  contract  of 
sale  was  made  and  consummated  :  he  did  not  deny  the  right 
of  A  to  sell :  he  permitted  B  to  purchase  it,  and  the  law 
therefore  says,  he  is  for  ever  estopped  from  setting  up  his 
title — because,  it  would  be  encouraging  a  species  of  fraud. 
Now,  apply  this  principle  to  the  bond  question,  and  you  will 
perceive  how  it  will  operate.  After  the  sale  of  the  bonds, 
and  before  the  last  four  millions  were  paid  over  to  the  Union 
Bank,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  met.  They  were  timely 
informed  of  the  sale  and  negotiation  of  the  bonds.  Did  that 
Legislature  repudiate  them  1  Did  they  deny  their  legal  exe- 
cution and  sale  .''  Did  they  say  to  the  purchasers,  pay  no 
more  money  for  the  purchase  of  these  bonds;  for  we  intend 
to  resist  their  payment,  upon  the  ground  that  the  act  au- 
thorizing their  issuance  was  not  regularly  published  1  No. 
Then  it  is  contended  that  the  State  will  be  estopped  from  re- 
lying upon  any  such  defence  as  the  want  of  publication  ;  for 
if  permitted  to  set  up  such  defence,  it  would  be  legalizing 
the  worst  of  frauds — a  fraud  committed  by  a  sovereign  State. 
It  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  notice  all  the  objec- 
tions which  are  urged  against  the  payment  of  the  bonds.— 
It  would  be  idle  and  useless  to  do  so.  It  is  sufficient  to  re- 
view the  most  prominent  arguments  which  militate  against 
the  opinion  I  have  expressed.  It  is  said  that  the  faith  of  the 
State  was  to  be  pledged,  and  the  bonds  executed  only  upon 
the  performance  of  certain  conditions  stipulated  in  the  char- 
ter or  contract  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  stockhold- 
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ers  of  the  tan-k,  for  whose  use  and  benefit  the  State  was  to 
pledge  her  faith  and  credit.  Let  us  for  a  moment  direct  our 
attention  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  for  this  branch  of  the  question  depends  upon  its  con- 
struction. The  5th  section  of  the  charter  pledges  the  faith 
and  credit  of  the  State,  and  also  provides  for  the  execution 
of  the  bonds,  as  to  form  and  amount.  The  6th  section  makes 
them  negotiable  instruments,  and  authorizes  the  president 
and  cashier  of  the  bank  to  transfer  them  to  the  purchaser  by- 
endorsement.  The  7th  section  provides  that,  "  both  the 
capital  and  interest  of  said  bonds  shall  be  paid  by  said  bank, 
at  the  times  they  shall  severally  fall  due."  The  8th  section 
declares  that,  '*to  secure  the  payment  of  the  capital  and  in- 
terest of  said  bonds,  the  subscribers  shall  be  bound  to  give 
mortgage."  Now  observe  the  language  of  the  5th  section, 
which  provides  that,  "  in  order  to  facilitate  the  said  Union 
Bank  for  the  said  loan  of  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  (which  is  the  capital  of  the  bank,)  the  faith  of 
this  State  be,  and  is  hereby,  pledged,  both  for  the  security  of 
the  capital  and  interest."  Now  do  the  7th  and  8th  sections 
contain  any  conditions  precedent  to  the  pledging  of  the 
State's  faith  or  the  execution  of  the  bonds  1  None  whatever, 
it  is  conceived.  The  faith  of  the  State  is  pledged  absolutely 
and  unconditionally — for  the  5th  section  embodies  this  clear 
language :  "  The  faith,  of  this  State  be,  and  is  hereby 
pledged."  But  again,  it  is  believed  that,  to  make  the  State 
responsible  upon  her  bonds,  it  was  not  a  necessary  pre-re- 
quisite  that  the  State  should  pledge  her  failh.  She  may  not 
have  pledged  her  faith,  and  still  be  liable.  The  nature  of  the 
State's  contract  is  to  be  gathered  alone  from  the  bonds  them- 
selves, which  are  of  the  following  form :  "  Kno-w  all  men 
by  these  presents,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  acknow- 
ledges to  be  indebted  to  the  Mississippi  Unioii  Bank,  in 
the  turn  oftivo  thousand  dollars,  -which  sum  the  said  State 
of  Mississippi  promises  to  pay  in  curreiit  maney  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  order  of  the  President,  Directors  and 

Company,  in  the year ,  -with  interest  at  the  rate 

of  five  per  cent,  per  aiinum,  payable  half  yearly  at  the 

place  named  in  the  endorsement  hereto,  viz  :  on  the 

of  every  year  until  the  payment  of  said  principal  sum  : 
l7i  testimony  -whereof  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  JUis- 
sissippi  has  signed,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  has 
countersigned,  these  presents,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 

State  to  be  affixed  thereto,  at  Jackson,  this ,  in  the 

. year  of  our  Lord."  Here  is  a  positive,  absolute  pro- 
mise or  contract — an  express  acknowledgment  of  indebted- 
ness to  the  bank — together  with  an  express  power  given  to 
the  bank  to  sell  and  negotiate  them  "  to  any  person  whom- 
soever, or  to  bearer."  What  is  the  legal  construction  of  this 
contract]  In  ascertaining  this,  we  must  look  to  its  phrase- 
ology and  see  what  was  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
contracting  parties.  We  must  construe  the  words  of  the  in- 
strument in  their  ordinary  sense  and  acceptation.  First, 
there  is  an  unequivocal  acknowledgment  of  the  indebted- 
ness ;  second,  an  unconditional  promise  to  pay  ;  third,  a  di- 
rect undertaking  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bonds,  with  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  and  fourth, 
these  promises  and  undertakings  are  witnessed  by  the  most 
solemn  attestations.  This  bond  is  drawn  up  in  jiroper  form 
and  style,  and  as  an  instrument  detached  from  the  charter 
of  the  bank,  is  thrown  into  market,  regularly  signed  and  au- 
thenticated, bearing  upon  its  face  the  State's  declaration, 
"  Knoiv  all  inen  by  these  presents  that,  the  State  of  J\lis- 
'sissippi  is  indebted,"  &c.  The  purchaser  here  then  was 
commanded  by  the  State  to  know  that  she  was  legally  in- 
debted to  the  Union  Bank,  that  she  would  pay  that  debt,  and 
her  promise  was  the  evidence  that  she  was  bound  and  would 
pay.  But  suppose  that  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds  had 
looked  beyond  the  face  of  the  bonds  to  the  charter — the  con- 
tract made  and  entered  into  between  the  State  and  the  stock- 
holders— who  are  the  parties  to  that  contract  7  The  con- 
tracting parties  are  the  State  and  the  stockholders.  The 
bond  holders  are  no  parties  to  the  charter  contract.  They 
are  only  parties  to  the  bond  contracts.  ■  The  contract  en- 
tered into  between  the  State  and  stockholders  is  a  substan- 
tive and  independent  contract.  The  stockholders  may  fail 
to  perform  their  engagements  with  the  State,  but  surely  such 


failure  cannot  form  a  legal  and  honest  plea  for  the  State  not 
to  perform  hers. 

Another  objection  which  has  been  raised  against  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  is,  that  the  terms  and  conditions  upon 
which  the  State  undertook  to  execute  them  have  been  alter- 
ed and  changed  by  the  supplemental  charter  of  the  bank, 
which  charier  was  acted  upon  by  one  single  Legislature, 
when  to  change  or  alter  these  terms  and  conditions,  it  re- 
quired the  action  of  two  distinct  and  independent  Legisla- 
latures.  Let  us  for  a  moment  entertain  the  idea  that  the  sup- 
plement did  undertake  to  change  and  alter  the  terms  and 
conditions  upon  which  the  State  contracted  with  the  stock- 
holders to  execute  her  bonds,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
bank  to  raise  the  contemplated  loan,  what  will  it  avail  ? — 
Can  it  affect  the  validity  of  the  execution  of  the  bonds  ?  By 
no  means.  It  would  only  prove  that  these  attempted  changes 
and  alterations  were  illegal  and  void,  and  being  so,  are  not 
binding.  They  are,  if  unconstitutional,  as  a  dead  letter,  and 
of  no  efficacy  whatever.  There  is  no  principle  better  settled, 
than  that  one  portion  of  a  law  or  charter  may  be  void  and 
the  rest  good.  The  fact  that  one  section  or  provision  of  a 
law  is  unconstitutional,  does  not  render  the  whole  void — one 
part  may  stand  and  the  other  not.  So  if  the  original  char- 
ter incorporating  the  Union  Bank,  pledging  the  failh  and 
credit  of  the  State,  be  constitutional,  it  necessarily  follows, 
that,  if  any  single  subsequent  Legislature  have  undertaken 
to  alter  and  change  the  features  of  the  original  charter, 
which  they  had  no  power  and  authority  to  do,  these  altera- 
tions and  changes  cannot  affect  the  constitutionality  of  the 
original  charter  or  the  validity  of  the  execution  of  the  bonds, 
because  these  alterations  and  changes  if  illegal,  are  utterly 
void,  and  of  course  have  no  existence.  But  I  will  notice 
one  feature  in  the  supplementaLcharter,  which  is  relied  upon 
to  show  that  the  bonds  are  unlawful :  It  is  this,  that  the  first 
section  of  the  supplement  makes  and  constitutes  the  State  a 
stockholder  in  the  bank,  and  authorizes  the  Governor  to  sub- 
scribe for  five  millions  of  stock  in  the  name  of  the  State,  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
bonds.  Now,  it  will  be  observed,  that  section  does  not  change 
or  alter  the  original  charter,  but  is  in  fact  a  mere  addition  to 
that  charter — a  new  and  independent  feature.  But  was  it 
not  entirely  competent  for  the  Legislature  who  passed  the 
supplement  to  make  and  constitute  the  State  a  stockholder. 
No  one,  at  this  late  day,  can  successfully  argue,  that  one 
Legislature  has  not  a  perfect  right  to  charter  a  bank,  and 
make  the  State  a  stockholder  in  such  bank.  A  bank  or  cor- 
poration then  may  be  created  by  the  act  of  any  single  Le- 
I  gislature.  No  part  of  the  original  charter  required  the  action 
'  or  passage  of  two  Legislatures,  except  that  which  proposed 
'  to  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State  ;  consequently  the 
,  stockholders  were  as  fully  and  completely  incorporated  as 
!  such  at  the  first  passage  of  the  original  charter  as  upon  its 
second  passage.  Then,  if  one  Legislature  can  incorporate 
a  bank,  and  the  State  become  a  stockholder  in  a  bank,  can- 
not the  same  power  which  can  incorporate  private  persons, 
continue  the  State  a  stockholder  ]  Assuredly  it  can.  Keep 
in  mind  the  provisions  of  the  9th  section  of  the  7th  article 
of  the  Constitution.  Is  there  one  word  or  phrase  which 
breathes  the  idea,  that  in  order  to  incorporate  or  make  the 
State  a  stockholder  in  a  bank,  that  the  charter  or  act  of  in- 
corporation should  be  passed  by  t,wo  legislative  bodies?  The 
9th  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  Constitution  only  refers 
to  the  mode  and  manner  by  which  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  State  shall  be  pledged.  Then  the  incorporation  of  the 
State  as  a  stockholder  in  the  Union  Bank  fell  within  the 
common  and  ordinary  range  of  legislation ;  and  as  such  only 
required  the  action  oi  one  Legislature  and  the  approval  of 
the  Executive,  to  give  the  act  or  supplement  force  and  va- 
lidity. The  supplemental  charter,  creating  the  Sfate  a  stock- 
holder, could  by  no  possible  means  enlarge  or  increase  the 
faith  of  the  State,  already  plighted,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  original  act  of  incorporation.  The  sum  for  which  the 
State  has  pledged  her  faith  is  precisely  the  same.  But  it  will 
be  perceived  that  the  liability  of  the  State  as  stockholder  in 
the  bank,  is  entirely  distinct  from  her  liability  upon  her  bonds. 
.'?s  a  State  or  sovreignty  she  pledged  her  faith  and  cre- 
dit.    As  a  stockholder,  she  assumed  a  netu  and  substantial 
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Uabiliti)  ;  not  as  a  State  or  sovreignty,  but  as  a  mere  in- 
dividual — a  common  citizen  ;  for  if  a  State  becomes  a  part- 
ner in  a  trading  company,  or  a  stockholder  in  a  bank,  she 
divests  herself,  so  far  as  concerns  that  company  or  bank,  of 
her  sovereign  character.  This  is  a  sound  and  well  settled  ; 
principle  running  through  all  the  authorities.  Then  if  the 
State  pledged  her  faith — her  sovereign  faith,  she  did  it  in 
her  sovereign  and  governmental  name  and  character ; 
as  a  stockholder  in  a  private  corporation,  she  could  not  pledge 
her  faith  her  sovereign  faith  ;  therefore,  her  liability  found- 
ed upon  that  pledge,  is  entirely  ditTerent  from  her  liability  as 
stockholder.  As  a  stockholder,  she  acts  in  a.  private  citizen 
capacity — in  pledging  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State,  she 
acts  in  her  sovereign  capacity.  Then  if  her  character  as 
stockholder  is  distinct  from  her  character  as  a  State  or  sov- 
reignty,  and  she  could  only  pledge  her  faith  in  the  latter  cha- 
racter, the  consequence  inevitably  follows,  that  the  supple- 
mental charter  making  her  a  stockholder  does  not  change  or 
in  anywise  alter  or  affect  her  sovereign  liability,  and  there- 
fore is  constitutional.  i 

There  are  other  objections  which  have  been  urged  against 
the  constitutionality  of  the  supplemental  charter  of  the  bank, 
which  in  my  estimation  need  not  be  met  and  refuted.  Like 
those  already  noticed,  they  are  entirely  groundless  and  with- 
out the  shadow  of  foundation  in  law  or  reason.  I  will  here 
remark,  that  some  of  the  views  here  embodied  have  been  ad- 
vanced in  other  papers,  which  were  penned  by  me  at  inter- 
vals of  leisure,  and  published  in  the  Southron.  Having  dis- 
posed of  the  question  involving  the  legality  of  the  execution 
of  the  bonds,  I  shall  proceed  to  examine  the  communication 
of  His  Excellency,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Hope  &  Co.,  of 
Amsterdam.  j 

While  I  regard  that  document  as  one  entirely  uncalled 
for,  and  of  an  extraordinary  character,  I  shall  treat  it  with  all 
proper  respect,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  Chief  Magistrate  , 
of  the  State.     His  argument  is  based  upon  the  supposed  il- 
legal sale  of  bonds.     He  alleges  that  they  were  negotiated  , 
and  sold  at  less  than  their  par  value,  in  violation  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank.     This  allegation  is  pre-emptorily  denied. — 
What  are  we  to  understand  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  phrase 
"  par  value  1"     It  is  that  value  which  is  equal  to  the  intrin-  [ 
sic  value  or  worth  of  the  bonds.     What  is  that  intrinsic  val- 
uel     The  bonds  were.,executed  for  the  sum  of  five  millions 
of  dollars  in  the  current  money  of  the  United  States.     Then 
that  amount  in  the  current  money  of  the  United  States  is  the 
par  value  of  the  bonds — that  which  the  bonds  purport  to  be 
worth  upon  their  face.     Were  they  then  sold  for  their  par 
value"?     How  are  we  to  ascertain  that  fact]  From  the  terms 
of  the  contract  of  sale.     We  must  have  an  eye  to  the  time 
they  were  sold  ;  and  if  they  were  sold  for  a  sum  equal  to  five 
millions,  their  real  value  at  the  time  the  contract  of  sale  was 
entered  into  and  consummated  by  the  delivery  of  the  bonds 
to  the  purchaser,  then  they  were  sold  at  their  par  value. — 
When  were  they  sold  T     On  the  18th  of  August  1838.  By  ' 
the  contract  of  sale  of  that  date,  it  appears  that  the  bonds 
were  sold  for  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  which  in  law 
means  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  current  money  of  the 
United  States.     Then  the  bonds  were  sold  at  par  value, 
for  their  value  must  be  estimated  at  the  time  of  the  sale. — 
There  is,  I  apprehend,  a  material  distinction  between  sell- 
ing on  a  credit  and  selling  at  par.      The  commissioners 
had  a  perfect  right  to  stipulate,  having  disposed  of  the  bonds 
at  their  par  value,  that  the  proceeds  of  that  par  sale  might 
be   paid   at   a  subsequent  day.      It  does  seem  then,   that 
the  bonds  were  sold  at  their  par  value.     But  suppose  in  I 
this  that  I  am  mistaken,  still   it  is   confidently  believed,  | 
that  the  State  cannot  set  up  any  such  defence.     To  whom 
were  the  bonds  made  payable  ?     The  bank.     To  whom 
were  they  delivered]     The  bank.     Then  the  bank  was  the 
legal  holder,  the  State  the  obligor,  and  the  bank  the  obligee,  i 
The  legal  interest  was  vested  in  the  bank.     The  9th  section 
of  the  original  charter  made  the  bonds  negotiable  by  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  President  and  Cashier.     They  on  behalf  of  i 
the  bank  had  a  clear  right  to  dispose  of  them.     They  were  i 
executed  for  the  purpose  of  negotiation  and  sale.     The  legal 
interest  being  vested  in  the  bank,  it  had  a  right  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  them.    But  the  9th  section  of  the  Supplemental 


Charter  of  the  bank  provides  that,  "  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors or  the  managers  thereof,  shall  have  ample  power  to 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  negotiate  and  sell  the  State 
bonds,  &c.,  provided  they  shall  not  sell  said  bonds  under  their 
par  value."  Before  the  passage  of  this  section  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  appoint  agents,  either  with  general  or  special  pow- 
ers, to  regulate  and  sell  the  bonds — such  a  power  was  neces- 
sarily implied  ;  but  the  9th  section  of  the  supplement  nar- 
rowed or  destroyed  this  implied  power,  by  enacting  that  they 
should  appoint  agents  or  commissioners,  clothed  only  with 
special  and  not  general  discretionary  powers.  Then  the  com- 
missioners or  agents  appointed  to  negotiate  the  bonds,  were 
agents  of  limited  and  special  powers.  Whose  agents  were 
they]  They  were  not  the  agents  of  the  State,  but  agents  of 
the  bank — special  agents  of  the  bank.  Now  what  is  the 
law  in  regard  to  special  agents  ]  If  they  transcend  their  au- 
thority, their  acts  will  not  bind  the  principal,  but  it  is  a  clear 
and  salutary  rule  in  relation  to  agencies,  that  where  the  prin- 
cipal, with  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  adopts  or  acquiesces 
in  the  acts  done  under  the  assumed  agency,  he  cannot  be 
heard  afterwards  to  impeach  them,  under  the  pretence  that 
they  were  done  without  authority  or  even  contrary  to  in- 
structions. 2  Kent's  Com,  616.  When  the  principal  (the 
bank  here)  is  informed  of  what  has  been  done,  he  must  dis- 
sent and  give  notice  of  it  in  a  reasonable  time ;  and  if  he 
does  not,  his  assent  and  ratification  will  be  presumed  ;  there 
is  no  principle  of  law  better  settled.  Then  the  question  oc- 
curs, did  the  bank  repudiate  the  sale  of  the  bonds]  Did  it 
not  acquiesce  in  their  sale]  Assuredly  it  did  ;  and  received, 
used  and  appropriated  to  its  own  use  the  proceeds  arising 
from  that  sale.  Did  the  State  ever  repudiate  and  condemn 
the  sale]  Did  she  not  stand  by  and  in  fact  acquiesce  in  and 
confirm  the  act]  Did  not  the  Legislature,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  by  solemn  resolution  confirm  and  ratify  the 
sale  ]  Let  the  journals  of  that  body  respond  to  these  ques- 
tions. 

But  I  might  go  on  and  prove,  that  whether  the  bonds  were 
legal  or  not,  that  the  State  being  a  stockholder  in  the  bank 
to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  that  she  would  be 
ultimately  bound  to  refund  the  money  for  which  the  bonds 
were  sold,  with  legal  interest,  but  it  is  useless. 

Another  ground  which  the  Executive  assumes  is,  that  the 
bonds  were  sold  on  a  credit.  Now  if  the  distinction  taken 
is  correct,  that  there  is  a  difierence  between  selling  at  par  and 
selling  upon  a  credit,  where  is  the  prohibition  in  the  charter  of 
the  bank  which  forbids  the  commissioners  to  sell  on  a  credit. 
There  is  no  such  prohibition,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  express, 
the  bank  had  an  implied  power  to  sell  the  bonds  upon  a  credit. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  currency  in  which  the  bonds  were 
made  payable,  was  changed  from  current  money  of  the  United 
States  to  pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  rate  of  four 
shillings  and  six  pence  to  the  dollar,  and  therefore  the  sale 
is  void.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  6th  section  of  the 
original  charter  authorized  the  bank  to  fix  the  place  where 
the  principal  and  interest  should  be  paid,  &c.  Then  the 
bank  had  the  right  to  name  and  designate  the  place  of  pay- 
ment. Its  power  in  this  respect  was  general  and  unlimited. 
It  might  name  or  designate  any  point  upon  the  globe  for  pay- 
ment, and  no  one  could  legally  complain.  But  it  is  said  that 
the  currency  in  which  the  bonds  were  made  payable  was 
converted  into  British  currency,  by  which  the  State  will  lose 
upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars.  But  his  Excellency  is  mis- 
taken in  his  legal  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Union  Bank ;  that  endorsement  is  as  follows,  to 
wit  : 

"  The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mississippi  Union 
Bank  do  hereby  designate  the  agency  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  the  city  of  London  as  the  place  of  payment 
of  the  within  bond  and  interest,  and  hereby  assign  and  trans- 
fer the  same,  for  value  received,  to  bearer,  being  equal  to  four 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  and  guarantee  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same  at  the  place  designated. 

H.  G.  Rdxnels,  Pres't. 

S.  GwiN,  Cash'r." 

Now  what  is  the  true  legal  construction  of  this  contract 
or  endorsement]     What  did  the  bank  undertake  to  assign 
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[September, 


and  transfer  to  the  purchasers  of  the  bondT  Let  the  plain 
language  of  the  endorsement  answer.  The  bank  designates 
the  place  of  payment  at  London.  The  place  of  payment 
of  what!  Of  the  bond  and  interest.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  phrase  "of  the  bond  and  interest  V  It  means  the  principal 
and  interest;  which  is  two  thousand  dollars,  and  five  per  cent, 
interest  on  that  amount!  In  what  kind  of  money  1  In  the 
current  or  lawful  money  of  the  United  States.  Why  do  I  say 
that  the  bond  and  interest  is  to  be  paid  in  a  sum  equal  to  two 
thousand  dollars  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States? 
Because  the  Bank  only  undertook  to  assign  and  transfer  the 
bond,  which  binds  the  State  to  pay  only  two  thousand  dol- 
lars in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States.  Now  by  the 
endorsement  the  bank  undertook  to  pay  the  bond  in  London. 
The  amount  of  the  bond  is  two  thousand  dollars — a  sum 
which  the  parties  to  the  endorsement  have  said  was  equal  to 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling  of  Great  Britain — es- 
timating the  pound  sterling  at  $4  44. 

Let  me  distinctly  state  my  argument.  The  mere  state- 
ment in  the  endorsement  that  the  bond  and  interest,  or  two 
thousand  dollars  and  interest  is  equal  to  four  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  sterling,  constitutes  no  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional promise  or  contract  to  pay  in  pounds  sterling.  The 
parties  to  the  endorsement  merely  agree  that  two  thousand 
dollars,  the  amount  of  the  bond,  is  equal  to  four  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  sterling,  and  e  converso,  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  is  equal  to  two  thousand  dollars.  Now  the 
State  or  the  Bank  may  discharge  the  bond  in  either  curren- 
cy, and  their  argument  that  a  certain  sum  in  United  States 
currency  is  equal  to  a  certain  sum  in  British  currency,  does 
not  bind  them  to  pay  unconditionally  in  the  latter  currency 
— the  one  is  equal  to  the  other  by  the  very  terms  of  their 
agreement,  as  contained  in  the  endorsement,  therefore  they 
may  pay  the  bond  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  surely  does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  bonds 
were  altered  ;  that  the  words  "  current  money  of  the  United 
States,"  expressed  upon  their  face,  were  erased  or  obliterated, 
and  the  words  "  current  coin  or  pounds  sterling  of  Great 
Britain"  substituted  in  their  place.  But  suppose  such  were 
the  terms  expressed  in  the  contract  of  endorsement — how  can 
such  contract  affect  the  liabiHty  of  the  State]  The  liability- 
rests  upon  the  validity  of  her  bonds.  She  is  only  responsi- 
ble for  what  she  has  promised  to  pay,  which  is  to  he  ascer- 
tained from  the  promises  or  bonds  themselves.  She  has 
bound  herself  to  pay  five  millions  in  the  current  money  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  liable  for  so  much  or  its  equivalent, 
at  the  place  of  payment,  in  pounds  sterling. 

As  to  whether  the  contract  of  sale  was  fraudulent  or  not, 
I  am  not  in  possession  of  such  facts  as  will  enable  me  to 
form  an  opinion ;  but  as  the  Legislature  and  the  bank,  both 
having  all  the  facts  before  them,  solemnly  ratified  the  sale,  it 
would  be  a  violent  presumption  to  suppose  they  deliberately 
sanctioned  a  fraud.  In  every  aspect  in  which  I  am  capable 
of  viewing  this  grave  and  important  question,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  State  is  morally,  politically  and  legally  bound 
to  discharge  her  bonds  and  redeem  her  plighted  faith. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Chauleb  Scott. 


New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  highest  temperature  indi- 
cated by  the  Register  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  on  each  day  of  July  to  the  26th  inclusive,  and 
also  the  temperature  indicated  by  Lynch  &  Clarke's  ther- 
mometer. Wall  street,  New  York,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the 
same  days,  which  is  usually  the  warmest  part  of  the  day  [in 
a  large  city.] 

Philadelphia.  Nexo  Tork. 

Highest.  3  o'clock. 

July    1 93 85 

2 84 82 

3 77 77 

4 76 79 

5 88 82 

6 88 84 

7 84 80 

8 78 79 

9 81 82 

10 82 80 

11 74 77 

12 78 .79 

13 88 84 

14 91 83 

15 91 88 

16 86 79 

17 81 80 

18 80 83 

19 86 83 

20 90 85 

21 90 86 

22 90 87 

23 92 92 

24 93 87 

25 94 95 

26 77 81 


A  Curious  Antique 


Has  been  shown  to  us  this  morning  by  a  friend,  which  is 
well  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  an  old  fashioned  hunter's  pow- 
der horn,  upon  which  is  curiously  wrought  a  graphic  chart 
of  the  country  bordering  the  Hudson  river  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  including  Lake  George  and  adjacent  parts. 
We  have  no  clue  to  the  name  of  the  ingenious  artist,  but 
find  this  inscription,  in  distinct  letters — "  Made  at  Lake 
George,  Oct.  13th,  1758." 

It  is  also  inscribed  with  the  British  coat  of  arms  and  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  and  other 
spots  now  known  to  fame,  are  well  represented.  The  whole 
thing  is  exceedingly  well  executed.  It  was  presented  to  the 
present  owner  by  Mr.  Adams,  but  its  history  is  Jost — like 
many  other  incident  of  interest  to  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore us. — JVewark  Daili/  Jdv. 
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Showing  an  average  of  about  two  degrees  higher  tempera- 
ture in  Philadelphia  than  in  New  York.  Even  this  diflfer- 
ence  is  probably  too  large,  inasmuch  as  the  highest  tempera- 
ture is  not  always  at  3  o'clock. 

IN.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce, 


Rates  and  Taxes* 


The  following  is  the  amount  of  the  assessed  value  of  the 
real  estate  in  the  several  wards  of  the  Northern  Liberties, 
and  the  amount  of  tax  raised  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  60  cents 
in  the  one  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  amount  of  per- 
sonal tax. 

Real  Estate.         Personal.  Total. 


1st  Ward 

$778,549 

§335  25 

$5,006  15 

2d       " 

682,111 

281   60 

4,373  98 

3d       " 

623,468 

341  85 

4,081  80 

4th     " 

732,695 

288  15 

4,684  27 

5th      " 

740,944 

430  95 

4,876  15 

6th     " 

537,485 

384  66 

3,609  47 

7th      " 

635,618 

362  05 

4,175  71 

$4,730,870  $2,424  51      $30,807  53 


[JV'orCh  .American. 


Mahion,  in  Perry  county,  this  State,  with  a  population 
of  1000  inhabitants,  boasts  of  3  churches,  2  female  colleges, 
1  male  lyceum,  1  male  preparatory  school,  and  3  newspa- 
pers. There  were  received  at  the  Post-Office  in  that  place 
in  one  quarter  6,829  newspapers,  magazines,  &c. 

{Huntsville  Republican. 


1841.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  NAVY  OP  THE  V.  S. 

A  statement  of  the  Naval  force  of  the  United  States  was 
published  in  your  paper  a  short  time  since.  That  it  may  be 
known  what  progress  has  been  made  in  its  increase  in  40 
years,  the  following  comparison  for  the  years  1800  and  1841, 
is  subjoined. 

Name.  Name.  Commanders, 

1841.  1800. 


marked  *  have  been  lost  in  battle — the  remainder,  except 
about  half  a  dozen,  were  sold,  to  make  way  for  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's gun  boats. — Journal  of  Commerce. 


Pennsylvania 

120 

Franklin 

74 

Washington 

74 

Columbus 

74 

Ohio 

74 

North  Carolina 

74 

Delaware 

74 

Alabama 

74 

Vermont 

74 

Virginia 

74 

Independence 

50 

Constitution 

44 

Constitution 

44 

Talbot. 

United  states 

44 

United  States  44 

Barry. 

Congress 

44 

Congress 

44 

Sever. 

Guerriere 

44 

Java 

44 

Potomac 

44 

Brandywine 

44 

Hudson 

44 

Santee 

44 

Cumberland   . 

44 

Sabine 

44 

Savannah 

44 

Chesapeake 

44* 

Barron. 

Raritan 

44 

President 

44* 

Truxton. 

Columbia 

44 

Philadelphia 

44* 

Decatur. 

St.  Lawrence 

44 

New  York 

44 

Morris. 

Constellation 

36 

Constellation 

36 

Murray. 

Macedonian 

36 

Insurgent 

36 

Fletcher. 

John  Adams 

32 

Cross. 

Adams 

32* 

Robinson. 

Boston 

32 

Little. 

Gen.  Green 

32 

Perry. 

G.  Washington32 

Essex 

32* 

Preble. 

Ganges 

26 

Mallory. 

Connecticut 

24 

Tryon. 

Portsmouth 

24 

McNiel. 

> 

Merrimack 

24 

Brown. 

John  Adams 

20 

Boston 

-    20 

Lexington 

20 

Vincennes 

20 

Natchez, 

20 

Falmouth 

20 

Fairfield 

20 

Vandalia 

20 

St-  Louis, 

20 

Baltimore 

20 

Cowper. 

Concord 

20 

Maryland 

20 

Rogers. 

Cyane 

20 

Herald 

20 

Russell. 

Levant 

20 

Delaware 

20 

Erie 

18 

Patapsco 

18 

Geddes. 

Ontario 

18 

Trumbull 

18  Jewett. 

Peacock 

18 

Warren 

18 

Norfolk 

18 

Brainbridge 

Decatur 

16 

Augusta 

16 

McElroy. 

Preble 

16 

Richmond 

16 

Yorktown 

16 

Marion 

16 

Dale 

16 

Dolphin 

10 

Pinckney 

14  Hiller. 

Porpoise 

10 

Scammell , 

14  Fernell. 

Boxer 

10 

Eagle 

14 

Campbell. 

Grampus 

10 

Experiment 

12 

Mally. 

Shark 

10 

Enterprise 

12 

Shaw 

Enterprise 

10 

The  Bcncb  of  Chester  County* 

It  is  now  twenty-five  years  since  we  settled  permanently 
in  the  Borough  of  West  Chester.     At  that  time  the  Honor- 
able Bird  \\  ilson  sat  as  President  of  our  Courts,  assisted  by 
Judges  Finney,  Boyd.  Ralston  and  Davis.  Within  two  years 
thereafter,  the  President  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench,  and 
his  Honor  John  Ross  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy.     It  was 
a  current  rumor  at  the  time,  that  the  resignation  of  Bird 
Wilson  was  owing  to  the  conviction  of  John  Craig  for  mur- 
der of  the  first  degree,  and  he  could  not  conscientiously  sen- 
tence him  to  death.     Bird  Wilson,  we  believe,  still  lives — 
his  associates  are  all  dead.     Not  long  after  the  appointment 
of  the  Honorable  John  Ross,  Judge  Finney's  seat  was  vaca- 
ted by  death,  and  was  never  after  filled.     The  chair  on  which 
he  had  sat,  was  removed  from  the  platform.     Judge  Boyd 
did  not  long  survive  him,  and  another  vacancy  occurred 
which  was  never  filled,  and  another  chair  was  taken  away 
from  its  accustomed  place.     His  Honor  Judge  Ross  contin- 
ued to  preside  for  a  few  years,  when  he  was  elevated  to  the 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  is  since  dead. 
Judge  Darlington  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Judge  Ross,  and  continued  to  preside  over 
our  courts  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  happened  a 
few  years  ago.     In  the  mean  time  several  changes  took  place 
in  the  Associate  Judges.     J  udge  Ralston  died  ;  Judge  Davis 
resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  shortly  after  died  ;and 
Judges  Sharp  and  Pearce  were  appointed  to  the  vacancies. 
Some  five  or  six  years  ago,  Judge  Pearce  resigned,  and  Judge 
Jones  was.  appointed.     At  the  death  of  his  Honor  Judge 
Darlington,  our  present  President  Judge  Bell  was  appointed, 
and  the  bench  is  now  composed  of  their  Honors,  Bell,  Presi- 
dent, and  Sharp  and  Jones  Associates.     Within  the  period 
spoken  of  six  deaths  have  occurred,  among  the  members  of 
the  Court.     The  bench  has  been  fully  cleared  of  its  officers, 
and  a  new  Court  now  administers  the  law  of  the  land.  Th« 
stream  of  justice  still  runs  on. — ./American  Star. 


It  was  intended  to  append  some  notes  of  the  fate  of  the 
vessels  in  service  in  1800,  but  want  of  full  information  at 
the  moment,  induces  me  to  leave  that  task  to  others.  Those 


Court  of  Common  Pleas* 

Liability  of  Postmasters. Green  vs.  Williams. 

This  was  an  action  on  the  case,  brought  to  charge  the  de- 
fendant, as  Postmaster  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  loss  of  forty- 
four  dollars,  alleged  to  have  been  lost,  with  a  letter  enclosing 
it,  at  that  office.  It  was  proved  that  an  unsealed  letter  di- 
rected to  the  plaintiff  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Taylor,  at  Boston, 
was  taken  to  the  New  Bedford  office,  and  44  dollars,  in  four 
bank  bills,  placed  in  the  letter,  in  the  presence  of  the  assist- 
ant postmaster.  That  the  assistant's  attention  was  called  to 
the  bills,  and  the  letter  then  sealed  and  given  to  him.  It 
was  also  proved  by  the  post-bills  from  Washington  that  no 
letter  over  triple  postage  left  the  New  Bedford  office  for 
Boston  on  the  day  upon  which  this  letter  would  have  gone. 
(This  letter  should  have  been  quadruple  postage  ) 

It  appeared  that  at  this  time  there  was  but  one  mail  a  day 
between  New  Bedford  and  Boston,  which  arrived  at  Boston 
about  noon ;  that  this  mail  is  never  unlocked  between  the 
two  offices;  that  Mr.  Taylor's  letters  were  always  taken  to 
him  by  the  letter-carrier,  who  invariably  charged  him  with 
the  postage  of  each,  before  leaving  the  office ;  that  on  this 
day  there  was  no  charge  against  Mr.  T.  in  the  books ;  and 
that  the  carrier  always  left  the  office  with  the  letters,  to  carry 
them  round,  as  soon  as  the  New  Bedford  mail  was  opened 
and  sorted.  The  plaintiff  was  absent  at  the  time,  and  had 
left  word  with  Mr.  T,  that  he  expected  such  a  letter.  It  was 
admitted  that  Mr.  T,  never  received  the  letter.  The  plain- 
tiff had  no  box  at  the  office,  and  all  letters  to  Mr.  T's  care 
are  sent  to  him  by  post-men. 

Dana,  for  the  defendant,  contended  that,  although  a  Post- 
master is  not  liable  as  a  common  carrier,  yet  he  is  liable  for 
a  want  of  ordinary  diligence.  That  the  standard  of  diligence 
for  a  Postmaster  is  higher  than  for  a  warehouse-man,  as 
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the  former  contracts  nor  merely  for  house  room,  but  for  care, 
labor  and  duties  requiring  a  higher  degree  of  attention  and  skill. 
That  where  a  letter  is  proved  to  have  been  placed  in  a  Post- 
master's care  and  the  jury  are  satisfied,  upon  the  evidence,  that 
it  never  left  his  office,  he  must  show  that  the  loss  was  by  some 
cause  other  than  a  want  of  due  diligence  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty.  That  if  placed  in  the  care  of  his  assistant,  it  is  in  his 
constructive  possession,  and  he  is  answerable  for  the  loss, 
unless  the  negligence  or  default  of  (he  assistant  is  proved, 
clear  of  all  want  of  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster 
himself.  It  was  not  contended  that  the  defendant  was  liable, 
unless  the  jury  were  reasonably  satisfied  that  the  letter  did 
not  leave  the  New  Bedford  office  at  the  time  in  question. 

Clifford,  for  the  defendant,  contended  that  the  loss  must 
be  traced  home  to  the  defendant  personally,  or  gross  negli- 
gence on  his  part  clearly  proved,  before  he  could  be  charged; 
and  argued  upon  the  evidence  that  unless  the  Postmaster 
himself  was  made  acquainted  with  the  exact  number  of  bills 
in  the  letter,  (by  his  assistant  or  otherwise)  an  underrating 
of  postage  was  not  evidence  against  him,  that  the  triple 
letter  was  not  the  one  in  question.  And  that  even  if  the 
letter  did  not  leave  the  office,  the  plaintiff  must  satisfy  the 
jury  of  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  person- 
ally. That  the  assistants  being  sworn  public  officers,  the 
Postmaster  is  not  liable  for  any  negligence  not  traced  to  him- 
self personally. 

Chief  Justice  Williams  charged  the  jury,  that  they  must 
be  satisfied  not  only  that  the  letter  was  put  in  the  office,  but 
that  it  did  not  leave  it  at  the  proper  time  and  manner.  That 
the  Postmaster  was  liable  for  a  want  of  ordinary  diligence ; 
and  that,  if  placed  in  the  assistant's  hands  they  might  pre- 
sume upon  the  evidence  that  the  letter  came  into  the  defen- 
dant's possession  in  the  course  of  the  business  of  the  office. 
That  the  mis-acting  was  only  proof,  more  or  less  weighty,  ' 
of  the  letter  in  question  not  being  mailed.  That  they  must ; 
consider  the  subsequent  course  of  the  mail,  and  be  satisfied 
not  only  that  the  letter  was  more  likely  to  have  been  lost  in 
New  Bedford  than  at  Boston,  but  that  it  never  left  New 
Bedford.     Verdict  for  the  defendant. 

Hostoti  Daily  Advertiser  arid  Patriot. 


Important  Decision* 


The  Superior  Court  yesterday  was  occupied  with  an  ac- 
tion brought  by  Capt.  Stoddard,  of  the  French  packet  ship 
Ville  de  Lyon,  against  Mrs.  Cutting  for  $675,  the  amount 
of  passage  money  for  herself  and  family. 

The  Ville  de  Lyon,  as  our  readers  may  remember,  was 
obliged,  in  consequence  of  severe  gales  and  head  winds,  to 
put  into  Bermuda  for  a  supply  of  provisions,  and  received 
so  much  injury  in  entering  that  port  that  she  was  detained 
there  for  repairs  some  months,  and  Mrs.  Cutting  with  her 
family,  as  well  as  most  of  the  other  passengers  left  the  ship, 
and  came  to  this  country  as  well  as  they  could.  It  was  con- 
tended, therefore,  for  the  defence  that  Capt.  Stoddard  had 
not  fulfilled  his  contract  to  land  her  safely  here;  and  the 
payment  of  the  money  was  accordingly  refused.  It  was  also 
contended  that  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  provisions 
were  not  such  as  ought  to  have  been  provided. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  it  appeared  from  evidence,  that 
the  provisions  were  of  the  best  quality,  and  sufficient  for  a 
passage  of  50  days,  which  was  the  maximum  of  time  for 
voyages  at  that  season  ;  but  having  been  crippled  by  gales, 
on  the  47th  day  out  finding  his  ship  made  but  little  headway. 
Captain  Stoddard,  as  a  matter  of  prudence,  bore  up  for  Ber- 
muda, the  nearest  port,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions, and  in  entering  that  port  with  a  pilot  on  board,  met 
with  the  accident  which  detained  his  ship  there  so  long. — 
The  question  for  the  jury  was,  whether  the  defendant  was 
justified  in  leaving  the  ship  from  any  faults  of  the  vessel  or 
deficiencies  in  the  supplies,  the  accident  of  her  running  on 
the  rock  not  being  a  matter  for  them  to  decide.  If  the  jury 
thought  the  ship  left  Havre  with  an  adequate  supply  of  pro- 
visions for  an  average  voyage,  then  the  court  charged  the 
verdict  should  be  for  the  plaintiff';  if  not,  for  the  defendant. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  $741  14  and  costs.  D.  Lord  for 
plaintiff,  H.  Ketchum  for  defendant. — N.  Y,  American. 


Correspondence  of  the  Tribune* 

Further  Farticvilara  respecting  tbe  Steamboat 
Brie* 

Buffalo,' 

Aug.  10,  1841. 

'  [The  following  is  from  Mr.  Parmalee,  the  bar-keeper  of 
the  boat.] — Perfect  confusion  succeeded,  in  the  midst  of 
which  the  small  boat,  hanging  astern,  was  lowered  by  the 
hands  and  brought  to  the  side.  After  a  few  ladies  had  been 
handed  down,  the  frenzy  of  those  behind  became  uncontrol- 
lable, and  numbers  leaped  in  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  boat 
to  sustain  them,  and  it  swamped. 

Several  of  those  who  fell  from  the  boat  were  drawn  under 
the  wheel,  and  there  were  drowned ;  while  a  few  clung  to 
the  boat's  sides  and  were  finally  saved.  A  second  and  third 
boat  were  rendered  useless  by  the  same  infatuation.  Some 
five  minutes  after  the  appearance  of  the  fire,  the  machinery 
became  deranged  and  stopped. 

Twenty  minutes  only  had  elapsed  from  the  beginning  of 
the  fire,  after  the  intenseness  of  the  heat  had  forced  overboard 
every  other  person,  when  Captain  Titus  threw  himself  into 
the  water  and  abandoned  the  boat  to  its  fate.  The  few  who 
then  remained  alive  were  tossing  in  the  midst  of  the  heavy 
swell,  dependent  upon  the  precarious  support,  one  of  an  oar, 
another  of  a  plank  or  box,  and  liable  every  moment  to  lose 
their  hold  through  exhaustion  and  the  benumbing  effects  of 
the  fright. 

The  steamboat  Lady  returned  with  the  two  she  had  pick- 
ed up  to  Dunkirk ;  one  of  them  was  my  informant.  He 
had  thrown  himself  overboard  on  a  plank,  when  he  saw  far- 
ther efforts  to  be  useless,  but  relinquished  it  to  a  friend  who 
could  not  swim,  and  took  for  his  own  support  "  the  fender" 
which  just  then  fell  by  his  side.  He  states  that  those  who 
survived  the  swamping  of  the  boat,  clung  with  desperation 
to  the  burning  wreck,  except  as  a  few  found  other  support. 

*One  man  he  saw  standing  for  some  minutes  on  the  gallows 
beam,  the  flames  encircling  him,  with  his  coat  skirts  thrown 
over  his  head,  till  he  dropped  dead  into  the  body  of  the 
flames.  One  of  the  wheelmen  is  said  to  have  been  burnt 
up  doing  his  duty  at  the  helm.  Young  Bebee,  [a  lad  of  14, 
one  of  those  saved,]  is  reported  to  have  behaved  with  great 
courage.  As  he  descended  the  guys  to  the  water,  the  chain 
was  so  hot  that  he  left  masses  of  flesh  upon  the  rod  at  every 
clasp  of  his  hands. 

Reaching  the  rudder  he  stood  upon  that,  and  soaking  his 
jacket  in  the  water,  he  applied  it  to  assuage  the  pain  of  his 
hands,  and  then  used  it  to  extinguish  the  fire  from  his  dress 
and  parts  of  the  wreck  near  him.  Though  badly  burnt,  he 
is  likely  to  recover.  The  only  lady  who  was  saved  (Mrs. 
Lynde,  wife  of  C.  J.  Lynde,  Esq.,  of  Milwaukie,)  was  stand- 
ing at  the  stern  of  the  boat  with  her  husband,  arranging  her 
life  preserver  about  her  person,  when  the  boat  gave  a  lurch 
and  precipitated  her  into  the  water.  She  saw  nothing  more 
of  her  husband,  but  was  herself  buoyed  up  till  the  Clinton 
arrived. 

The  first  notice  which  the  boat  I  was  upon  (the  Fulton) 
had  of  this  sad  event,  was  at  Dunkirk,  about  5  in  the  morn- 
ing, where  Mr.  Parmelce  came  on  board.  The  boat  was 
placed  upon  the  track  of  the  Erie,  and  in  about  one  hour 
we  perceived  indications  of  the  disaster — a  basket,  a  chest 
of  tea  and  a  box  of  lemons  were  picked  up.  Presently  the 
numerous  small  pieces  of  burnt  wood,  embraced  in  quite  a 
small  area,  indicated  the  immediate  scene  of  the  catastrophe. 

As  they  were  seen  at  some  distance  off,  the  boat  checked 
her  speed,  and  her  slow  and  solemn  motion  over  the  unmade 
graves  of  hundreds,  the  measured  surge  of  the  waves  under 
her  prow,  and  tli^  sound  of  the  occasionally  puffing  steam, 
were  felt  to  be  more  solemn  than  any  common  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  dead.  Soon  after  we  left  this  spot  we  picked 
up  one  of  her  boats,  parts  of  which  were  covered  with  the 
burnt  flesh  from  the  hands  and  feet  of  those  who  jumped 
into  it.  Most  of  these  facts  were  derived  from  the  bar- 
keeper, and  some  are  tbe  rumors  current  in  Buffalo.  Ih 
great  haste. 

E.  A.  M.  J, 
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[From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  AJvertiser  Aug.  11.] 
The  Krie. 

We  hoped  that  we  should  learn  something  to-day  to  re- 
lieve the  details  published  yesterday  ;  but  everything  we  hear 
seems  to  deepen  the  horror.  All  that  the  imagination  can 
conceive  of  the  terrible  nnd  heart-rending  was  realized  in 
the  awful  destruction  of  the  Erie.  Scores  sank  despairingly 
beneath  the  wild  waters ;  but  there  is  reason  to  I'ear  that 
many,  very  many,  strong  men,  helpless  women,  and  tender 
children  perished  in  the  flames. 

The  Clinton,  as  soon  as  she  could  discharge  her  cargo 
yesterday  morning,  returned  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  to 
pick  up  whatever  could  be  found.  She  found  no  bodies,  nor 
anything  scarcely  to  repay  the  search.  The  water  was 
covered  for  miles  with  cinders  and  fragments  of  the  wreck, 
more  or  less  charred,  and  that  was  ail.  At  one  time  those 
on  board  the  Clinton  had  their  feelings  excited  in  the  live- 
liest manner.  At  a  distance,  was  seen  a  fragment  floating, 
apparently  supporting  half  a  dozen  men.  On  approaching 
it  was  found  to  be  nothing  but  a  portion  of  the  guard,  the 
timbers  which  connected  it  with  the  hull,  black  with  fire, 
and  standing  out  of  the  water  in  a  manner  that  created  the 
strong  illusion.  Dr.  Harris,  the  Coroner,  who  accompanied 
the  Clinton,  has  furnished  us  the  following: 

"  Alexander  Lamberton,  musician,  from  Erie,  and  Fred- 
erick Parmalee,  bar-keeper,  were  picked  up  by  a  small  boat 
after  the  Clinton  had  left.  Parmalee  was  on  the  water  seven 
hours,  and  showed  great  presence  of  mind  in  exerting  him- 
self to  save  Mr.  Gelston,  the  brother-in-law  of  Col.  Reed. 
He  gave  Mr.  Gelston  a  plank,  which  he  had  secured  for  his 
own  preservation — and  when  the  boat  had  ceased  to  move, 
after  waiting  to  find  some  one  else  to  whom  he  could  render 
assistance,  he  took  one  of  the  fenders  of  the  boat,  and  by 
managing  to  keep  upon  it,  he  succeeded  in  preserving  his 
own  life.  Small  pieces  of  charred  wood  and  portions  of  the 
boat  were  found  floating,  as  well  as  part  of  the  goods  thai 
remained  without  being  entirely  consumed.  The  boat  also 
picked  up  the  wheat  measure,  which  was  the  means  of  saving 
Mr.  Williams.  This  is  about  all  that  has  not  already  come 
to  your  knowledge."  > 

Notwithstanding  this  heroic  and  self  sacrificing  act  of  Par- 
malee, we  fear  there  is  no  reason  to  hope  that  Gelston  was 
saved.  In  addition  to  what  is  stated  respecting  Parmalee's 
gallant  conduct,  we  learn  from  the  Republican  of  this  morn- 
ing, that  Mr.  Edgar  Clemens,  too,  the  engineer,  abandoned  a 
plank  on  which  he  was  floating,  to  three  children,  and  after 
some  search  found  a  box  or  bale,  which  he  also  resigned  to 
an  old  man,  and  after  being  some  time  in  the  water,  at  length 
reached  the  boat  to  which  Captain  Titus  was  clinging. 

We  learn  that  Mrs.  Lynde,  too,  the  only  lady  saved,  evinc- 
ed as  much  coolness  and  intrepidity  as  any  one  on  board. 
Her  presence  of  mind  never  forcook  her  for  a  moment. 

The  Republican  further  says  ; 

"  Capt.  Squires  was  not  on  board  of  the  boat,  but  Mr.  P. 
Smith,  the  mate,  and  Mr.  F.  Wheeler  who  accompanied 
him,  are  deserving  of  the  very  highest  praise ;  they  did  every- 
thing that  men  could  do,  and  proved  themselves  gallant  sea- 
men and  humane  men,  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  city. 

"  Mr.  Parmalee  gives  a  most  terrific  description,  among 
other  things  he  says,  that  while  watching  the  boat  from  the 
water,  he  observed  that  the  mast-head  was  one  sheet  of  flame, 
tliat  the  flag-staff  was  wreathed  with  fire,  that  the  flames 
were  bursting  from  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  he  sjw  a  man 
standing  on  the  cross-head,  (the  highest  part  of  ihe  engine, 
the  engine  had  stopped)  and  watched  him  until  his  clothes 
were  burned  from  him,  and  he  fell  amid  the  flames. 

"A  boy  who  is  now  at  the  American,  behaved  with  the 
most  perfect  coolness,  holding  on  to  the  rudder-chains  with 
hand,  leg  and  arm,  relieving,  each  as  the  other  was  too  much 
burned,  and  desiring  those  who  were  with  him,  in  case  they 
survived,  to  tell  his  friends  of  his  death  and  coolness.  He 
too  is  a  gallant  fellow,  and  deserves  the  highest  commenda- 
tion?. 

"  Capt.  Titus  did  all  that  man  could  do  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  surely  the  people  of  Buffalo  will  remember  the 
proclamation  of  their  Mayor,  and  do  something  to  show 
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their  sympathy  for  the  sufferers,  alleviate  their  distress,  and 
commend  the  heroic  conduct  of  those  who  have  so  well  de- 
served the  praise  of  a  people." 

We  give  below  a  corrected  list  of  the  lost  and  saved.  It 
is  far  from  being  perfect— the  full  extent  of  the  calamity 
will  probably  never  be  known — but  after  diligent  investiga- 
tion it  is  as  full  as  we  could  make  it. 

Among  those  on  board  were  ten  young  men  composing 
the  Erie  Band,  who  had  consented  to  accompany  Capt.  Titus 
to  Chicago  and  back,  whose  names  we  were  unable  to  ascer- 
tain until  to-day.  Of  those  ten  only  two  were  saved,  viz  : 
W.  Wadsworth,  named  yesterday,  and  Alexander  Lambe> 
ton,  the  person  picked  up  with  Mr.  Parmalee,  and  alluded  to 
above.  The  names  of  those  lost  were  Robt.  Hughes,  James 
Heck,  Jas.  Sterriit,  John  C.  Cluff,  Philip,  a  German,  and 
Dimm,  another  young  man.  Those  persons  were  not  pre- 
fessional  musicians,  but  young  mechanics,  who  had  associated 
together  for  mutual  improvement  and  recreation.  Their  los» 
will  be  sensibly  felt  and  deeply  lamented  at  Erie. 

We  have  also  gathered  the  following  facts  and  additional 
names  from  Messrs.  Parsons  &  Co.  On  examination  of  tha 
87  names  of  Swiss  immigrants  given  yesterday,  they  actually 
count  108  persons,  to  which  must  be  added  some  ten  or 
twelve  infants,  not  before  enumerated,  of  whom  no  charge 
was  made.  To  this  list  must  also  be  appended  the  following, 
from  the  same  house,  omitted  yesterday  : 

A.  Strugler,  Cleveland 2  persons. 

Mrs.  M.  Stember,  Zanesville 3       do 

Mrs.  Bargest,  Portsmouth 3       do 

J.  F,  Byer,  Chicago 2       do 

'Phis  swells  the  number  of  persons  shipped  by  Messrs.- 
Parsons  &  Co.  to  one  hundred  and  thirty.  A.  mere  fraction^ 
of  whom  were  saved. 

The  following  persons  composing  the  crew,  &c.,  may  be* 
also  added  to  those  lost : 

Mr.  Miltemore  and  wife,  dentist  of  Chicago. 

Von  Ockerman,  a  German,  tinner,  late  in  ihe  employ  of 
Mr.  Hubbard,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  his  mother  near  Erie; 

Mr.  Sherman  and  daughter,  Hamburg,  Eiie  Co. 

Mr.  Nelthorpe,  a  Danish  gentleman. 

Henry  Freeman,  on  his  way  to  Milwaukie,  clerk  in  a  drug" 
store,  formerly  of  Jamestown,  Chautauque  Co._ 

Ansel  Ricker,  a  young  man,  farmer,  formerly  of  Ham- 
burgh, Erie  Co. 

John  Harrington,  late  of  White's  Corners>  Erie  Co.  en- 
tered as  fireman  on  the  day  she  left  port.- 

Luther  Fuller,  wheelsolan. 

William  Cheats,  waiter  colored, 

William  Winters,  do 

James  Read,  d» 

Robert  Smith,  head  cook,      do 

Henry  Vosburgh,      2d  do  do 

David  Mills,  3d  do  do- 

Israel  Vosburgh,  porter,  do 

William  Sparks,         2d     do  do 

Doctor  Hackett,  Thomsonian  Physician,  of  Lockport* 
(colored.) 

The  los.=;  of  property  by  the  Erie  was  heavy.  She  had  on 
board  the  first  largo  invoice  of  merchandise  shipped  for  the 
upper  lakes  this  season.  Some  3J  tons,  worth  at  least  $20,- 
OUO.  The  immigrants  had  also  a  large  amount  of  specie, 
not  far  from  S180,0(  0,  and  the  boat  herself  must  have  cost 
all  of  $7.5,000,  making  in  all  a  lif.lc  short  of  $300,000  loss. 

Mr.  Wnllet  Weeks,  of  Brooklyn,  who  was  reported  a* 
among  those  who  perished,  it  is  said  was  not  on  board,  hav- 
ing taken  the  boat  for  the  Falls: 

The  following,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  were  shipped* 
by  the  Erie  : 

Shipped.         No.  Articles.  .  Owners. 

Davis  &  Co.        21 1  pack.     James  McAdoo,  Chicago. 
35     "  B.  W.  Raymond,  doj 

'<  17     "         O.  &  D.Bailey,  BloomfielJ. 

"  12     "         H.  Harris,  Chicago. 

"  1     "         Marsh,  Ma.ckell  &  Co.  Rocfd- 

1     "         W.  H.  Wells,  Danville. 
"  12  stoves,  B.  B.  Waldo,  Southport. 

«  I    "        L.  S..  Julian,  Grand  du  Icn. 
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Shipped.  No.  Articles.  Owners. 

Davis  &  Co.  6  castings  VV.  Brown  &  Co.  Chicago. 

Cobb  &  Co.  17  pack      Karnett  &  Moore,  &  N.  C. 

[Chicago. 
Kingman  &,  Co.      2  boxes    C.  J.  LynJ,  Milwaukie. 

"  1     "         B.  Barman,  Soutliport. 

Gelston  &  Evans    4     "        S,  Samper,  Como,  llhnojs, 

"  1     keg         "  " 

"  4  boxes  A.  Greet),  Chicago,  Illinois. 

"  1  bbl. 

«  2  boxes    L.  M.  Boice.  "  " 

Parsons  &  Co,         4  kegs      E.  Wiidman,  Battle  Creek. 

"  1  box  "  "     Chicago. 

"  4A  chest    T.  G.  Wilhams, 

««  E.  Lassieur,  Ann  Arbor. 


EDITOU  S  CORUESPONDKKCE. 

Fredonia,  August  10. 

As  the  Erie  was  not  expected  to  touch  at  any  of  the  ports 
in  this  county,  we  have  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  few 
or  none  of  our  people  were  on  board  the  doomed  vessel ; 
though  we  fear  one  young  gentleman,  a  son  of  E.  Freeman, 
Esq.  of  Jamestown,  who  was  a  passenger  for  Chicago,  was 
among  the  lost. 

During  the  alarm  and  confusion  of  the  first  discovery  of 
the  fire  at  Dunkirk,  a  poor  inebriated  Irishman  rushed  down 
to  the  wharf  ai>d  said  he  was  going  to  swim  ofi'to  the  burning 
boat — plunged  in  the  water — was  drowned,  and  has  not  been 
seen  since.         Yours,  &c. 

A  letter  from  Buffalo  to  the  Editors  of  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce says — "  Mrs,  Lynde  was  saved  by  a  life-preserver. — 
Her  husband,  who  was  with  her,  had  a  life-preserver,  and 
put  it  on ;  but  she  thinks  that  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment, 
he  omitted  to  secure  the  air  from  escaping ;  for  he  soon  sunk. 
A  Mr.  Williams  saved  himself,  but  lost  his  wife,  He  is  here 
in  a  state  of  phrenzy,  and  is  confined.  Several  similar  cases 
I  hear  of  in  this  place." 

Tlie  N.  "ST.  Letter  Mail  Sate. 

A  memorandum  on  the  Buffalo  way-bill,  addressed  to  the 
Postmaster  of  this  city,  is  as  follows : 

"  Your  mail  of  the  6lh,  was  on  board  the  Yiue  except  the 
letters;  the  bag  not  having  arrived  here  in  time  to  be  made 
up." 

TUe  lioss  of  tlio  Erie. 

We  have  to  add  the  following  to  the  list  of  those  lost  on 
the  Erie: 

Silas  K,  Green,  fireman,  of  Erie,  Pa.  He  left  the  S.  B, 
Missouri,  on  her  way  up,  and  went  aboard  the  Erie  then  fit- 
ting out. 

Oliver  Nadeau  of  Montreal — a  Canadian  Frenchman, 
bound  to  Dubuque,  where  he  has  a  brother.  Aged  about 
19.     Has  friends  in  Montreal. 

Peter  Vaughart,  wife  and  3  children,  of  Buffalo.  Has  6 
other  children  at  Eric,  Pa. 

Eliza  Packenham,  cabin  maid. 

Rev.  William  Morris — an  Evangelist. 

Miss  Griffin,  in  company  of  Mr.  E.  Griflin  of  New  York, 
before  mentioned. 

John  Allen,  2d  Engineer. 

Carpenter,  the  owner  of  a  race  horse,  which  was  on 

board. 

Maria  Jones,  nn  abandoned  female. — Buff.  Com.  Adv. 

Daring  Deed. 

The  late  shocking  conflagration  upon  the  lake,  gave  rise 
to  an  incident  that  should  not  be  lost.  Young  Wilgus,  of 
this  city,  who  is  already  so  well  known  as  the  successful  artist, 
was  at  Irving,  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek,  (where  he  is 
just  now  engaged  in  painting  some  of  the  Aborigines,  who 
still  inhabit  the  Indian  reservation,  there,)  upon  the  fatal 
night  of  the  conflagration  of  the  Erie ;  which  it  will  be  re- 


collected, took  place  opposite  that  point  of  the  shore.  We 
learn  that  on  discovering  the  fire,  about  8  o'clock  in  the  eve- 
ning, Wilgus  immediately  repaired  to  the  shore  and,  with 
others,  put  out  in  an  open  boat,  only  14  feet  in  length.  On 
reaching  the  mouth  of  the  stream,  however,  two  of  the  men 
feared  to  encounter  the  wind  and  waves,  both  of  which  were 
high,  and  left  the  boat,  urging  the  rest  to  do  so,  or  they  must 
be  inevitably  lost.  The  two  men  were  landed,  when  our 
townsman  persuaded  the  rest  to  venture,  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, and  they  committed  their  frail  bark  to  the  lake. — 
Several  hours  of  constant  effort  with  oars  aided  by  sail, 
brought  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  doomed  boat,  which  they 
reached,  at  about  the  same  moment  as  the  Clinton,  and  the 
littlo  steamboat  Lady.  After  sailing  roimd  the  wreck,  in 
various  directions,  for  some  hours,  in  search  of  any  that  might 
still  be  left  alive,  the  frail  bark  was  finally  headed  for  shore  ; 
but  this  could  now  only  be  approached  by  beating,  as  the 
v/ind  had  changed,  and  was  strong  offshore  :  so  that  the  ef- 
forts of  the  venturesome  band — and  we  omit  all  the  names 
save  that  of  Wilgus  with  regret,  but  from  necessity,  as  they 
have  not  reached  us — were  painfully  protracted  until  sis 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  a  landing  could  be  effected. 

Only  one  other  open  boat  ventured  from  shore,  upon  that 
awful  night,  and  she  was  capsized,  in  the  early  part  of  her 
voyage.  This,  as  a  deed  of  daring,  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
has  few  parallels. — Buffalo  Com.  Adv, 


A  Fair  Business* 

The  double  driving  wheel  locomotive  engine  "Tuscarora,'' 
lately  put  in  operation  on  the  Corning  and  Blossburg  Rail- 
road, on  the  26th  July,  brought  in  from  Blossburg  a  train  of 
fifty  cars  loaded  with  coal.  The  amount  of  coal  was  162^- 
tons — the  aggregate  weight  drawn  by  the  engine  was  275 
tons.  It  was  one  of  the  noblest  spectacles  we  ever  witnessed 
to  see  the  engine  gliding  over  the  road  with  a  train  of  load- 
ed cars  forty  rods  in  length,  apparently  with  perfect  ease  and 
self  moving  power. 

Receipts  of  Coal  at  Coming  from  the  mines  of  the  Ar- 
bon  Coal    Company  via  Corning   and  Blossburg 

railroad  for  the  week  ending  July  13, Tons  1,790 

Received  previously 5,848 

Total 7,638 

Shipped  to  Albany  and  intermediate  places  during  the 

same  week 1,047 

Shipped  previously 5,759 

Total 6,806 

Coriiing  Paper. 


Stuue  Coal. 


We  understand  that  a  vein  of  coal  was  struck  a  few  days 
since,  while  quarrying  stone  about  one  mile  from  this  village. 
This  will  prove  another  source  of  wealth  to  the  people  of 
this  section,  in  addition  to  the  great  supply  of  pine  timber 
and  quarries  of  splendid  building  stone,  both  of  which  aro 
abundant  in  this  vicinity.  How  extensive  this  mine  of  coal 
may  prove,  we  cannot  say  ;  undoubtedly  our  mountains 
abound  in  coal. —  Hinsdale  f  Cattaraugus  Co. J  Gazette. 


A  Remarkable  Fact. 


A  merchant  of  Wilmington  told  us  the  other  day,  that  in 
upwards  of  twenty  years  experience,  be  had  not  known  a 
single  vessel  to  leave  the  port  from  not  being  able  to  procure 
a  freight.  Such  is  the  variety  of  products  shipped  from  this 
port  that  freighting  vessels  can  always  procure  a  cargo  to 
some  part  of  the  world. 

JVilmington  ("J^T.  C.J  Chromcle. 


The  ship  Governor  Troupe,  about  8  years  old,  429  tons, 
carries  1200  bales  of  cotton,  was  sold  in  New  York  for 

$12,100. 


1841.] 
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Pulblic  Meeting  at  AVashingtoii. 

The  citizens  of  Washington  assembled  in  town  meeting 
on  Thursday,  W.  W.  Seaton,  the  Mayor,  in  the  chair.  John 
P.  Van  Ness  and  Richard  S.  Coxe,  Esqs.  addressed  the 
meeting ;  and  the  following  resoiulions,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Coxe,  after  undergoing  a  shght  modification,  at  tlie  instance 
of  Mr.  Van  Ness,  were  adopted  unanimously,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Washington  have  learned 
with  feelings  of  mingled  regret  and  indignation  that  an  in- 
decorous and  disgraceful  etlort  was  made  a  few  evenings 
since  to  outrage  the  feelings  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  insult  him  and  his  family,  by  a  noisy  and  tumul- 
tuous scene  of  riot  within  the  precincts  of  the  President's 
mansion. 

Resolved,  That  this  conduct  merits  and  has  received  the 
indignant  reprobation  of  all  the  orderly  and  well-disposed 
citizens  of  Washington,  without  respect  to  partj'. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Washington,  of  all  political 
parties,  condemn,  in  the  most  distinct  terms,  all  such  lawless 
and  riotous  conduct,  as  disgraceful  in  itself,  and  disreputable 
to  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 

Resolved,  That  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United 
States,  not  only  in  his  official  character,  is  entitled  to  our 
respect,  but  that,  as  an  individual  long  and  well  known  to 
«s,  and  who  for  many  years,  as  a  member  of  Congress, 
manifested  the  greatest  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, he  is  eminently  deserving  of  our  regard  and  grati- 
tude, and  that  we  view  any  attempt  to  outrage  or  insult  him 
in  this  city  as  an  outrage  and  insult  to  ourselves. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Washington  pledge  them- 
selves to  exert  all  their  energies  to  prevent,  suppress,  and 
punish  such  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  such  violations  of 
propriety  as  those  which  have  led  to  this  expression  of  their 
opinion,  and  on  all  occasions  to  protect  the  President  and 
other  public  functionaries  from  insult  and  from  outrage. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  City  Councils  to 
oflfer  a  suitable  reward  for  the  detection  and  punishment  of 
such  outrages. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  earnest  and  anxious  wish  of  the 
good  people  of  Washington  that  an  active,  efficient,  and 
vigorous  police  should  be  established  in  this  city,  to  prevent 
violations  of  the  peace,  to  maintain  order  and  decorum,  and 
to  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  perpetrators  of  such  out- 
rages; that  the  United  States  is,  in  our  opinion,  equally  in- 
terested in  this  object ;  that  this  city  being  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, where  so  many  public  functionaries  reside,  where 
so  much  public  property  is  centred,  where  so  many  public 
records  of  inestimable  value  are  deposited,  where  the  repre- 
sentatives of  foreign  nations  and  a  large  number  of  strangers 
are  ordinarily  collected,  all  of  which  are  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  collective  power  of  the  nation,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting  that  a  competent  police  ought  to  be  establish- 
ed at  this  place,  under  the  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  citizens  be  appointed 
by  the  Mayor,  in  conjunction  with  the  Mayor,  to  present  to 
the  President  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  to  communicate 
them  to  each  House  of  Congress. 

A  resolution  was  also  adopted,  exonerating  the  Mayor 
from  all  blame.  The  committee  raised  in  pursuance  of  the 
last  of  Mr.  Coxe's  resolutions,  consists  of  Wni.  W.  Seaton, 
the  Mayor,  R.  S.  Coxe,  J.  P.  Van  Ness,  General  Towson, 
Joseph  Bryan,  and  Thomas  Blagden. 


The  committee  appointed  to  present  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Washington  on  the  19th  ult.,  wait- 
ed upon  him  for  that  purpose  on  Saturday  last.  The  Mayor 
presented  the  resoiulions  to  the  President,  who  responded  to 
them  substantially  as  follows  : 

That  he  was  highly  gratified  with  the  course  pursued  by 
the  citizens  of  Washington  in  this  matter,  and  wiih  the  sen- 
timents expressed  in  the  resolutions;  that  he  was  especially 
so  at  learning  from  the  committee  that  in  their  opinion  the 
impropriety  referred  to  was  committed  by  strangers,  in  which 


few  residents  of  the  city  were  believed  fo  have  been  concern- 
ed. That  he  did  not  regard  the  act  itself  in  any  very  serious 
light,  but  only  as  one  of  those  ebullitions  of  feeling  which 
would  occasionally  take  place  in  regard  to  public  measures 
when  the  public  mind  became  strongly  excited.  That, 
from  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  citizens 
generally,  he  entertained  towards  them  the  warmest  feelings 
of  kindness,  ranking  among  them  many  of  his  cherished 
friends,  and  he  was  particularly  pleased  at  finding  tho.>c  feel- 
ings of  good  will  fully  reciprocated  by  them.  He  observed 
that  no  individual  who  had  preceded  hitn  in  the  position  he 
occupied  could  have  exceeded  him  in  devoted  attachment  to 
the  interests  of  the  city  and  District,  in  feelings  of  personal 
kindness  towards  the  citizens  of  Washington,  or  in  deep  so- 
licitude for  their  individual  and  common  prosperity. 

The  President  added,  that  he  trusted  the  occurrence  which 
had  induced  this  expression  of  personal  good  will  towards 
himself,  and  this  public  reprobation  of  such  acts,  would  be 
produclive  of  beneficial  results  far  more  than  sufficient  to 
compensate  for  the  comjiaratively  unimportant  immediate 
evil.  That  while  diirerences  of  opinion  prevailed  among 
men,  which,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  that  must 
exist  at  the  seat  of  Government,  might  lead  to  some  ebulli- 
tion of  feeling  and  to  the  freest  expression  of  individual  sen- 
timent, there  was  nothing  in  this  that  ought  to,  or  should 
bo  permitted  to  interfere  v/ith  the  most  kind  and  unreserved 
private  intercourse  between  himself  and  the  citizens  gene- 
rally. That  he  concurred  cordially  and  fully  in  the  idea 
suggested  by  the  resolutions,  that  every  consideration  ren- 
dered it  desirable  that  a  vigorous  and  elfective  police  should 
be  established  at  the  seat  of  Government,  at  the  expense  of 
the  nation,  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  officers  and 
property  of  the  Government,  tlie  representatives  of  foreign 
nations,  and  the  numerous  strangers  who  were  drawn  here 
by  business  connexion  with  the  Government;  and  that  until 
this  vi'as  done  the  duty  assumed  by  the  nation  in  accepting 
this  District  as  the  seat  of  Government  was  but  half  per- 
formed. He  requested  the  committee  to  communicate  to  the 
citizens  and  to  receive  themselves  the  high  gratification  which 
their  communication  had  conferred  upon  him,  and  his  sin- 
cere thanks  for  the  personal  kindness  which  they  had  mani- 
fested.— J\'ational  Intelligencer. 


New  Jersey  Oil  Ciotli  Factory, 

We  have  been  gratified  recently  with  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  progress  and  operations  of  the  improvements 
recently  introduced  into  an  important  branch  of  domestic 
manufactures,  by  a  visit  to  the  J\'e~.v  Jersey  Oil  Chtih  Fac- 
tory, established  at  Elizabethtown,  through  the  enterprise 
and  skill  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Edwards.  The  old  mode  of  printing 
the  cloth,  which  is  both  more  laborious  and  tedious,  has  been 
entirely  superseded  by  Mr.  E's  improved  patent  printing 
presses,  that  do  the  work  with  the  utmost  accuracy  and 
beauty.  Other  improvements  have  also  been  introduced  by 
the  enterprising  managers  of  this  establishment,  to  diminish 
the  labor  and  increase  the  beauty  and  finish  of  our  oil  fioor 
cloths.  The  blocks,  or  patterns  for  printing  are  all  made  in 
the  cutting  room  attached  to  the  establishment,  and  by  the 
aid  of  a  patent  cutting  engine,  the  figures  are  made  with 
mathematical  precision  and  accuracy,  and  with  unprece- 
dented dispatch. 

The  Factory  comprises  two  very  large  buildings,  one  of 
which  is  140  feet  by  48,  and  the  other  136  feet  by  oQ,  and 
it  produces  about  120  yards  of  superior  oil  carpet  per  day. 
We  noticed  among  the  immense  breadths  of  carpeting  now 
hanging  up  to  dry,  a  great  variety  of  the  most  beautiful  pat- 
terns, vieing  in  brightness  and  beauty  with  anything  of  the 
sort  we  remember  to  have  seen.  Nothing  is  now  wanting 
to  crown  the  enterprise  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  give  the 
fullest  success  to  this  useful  branch  of  domestic  manufacture, 
but  the  fostering  aid  of  Government.  We  commend  the 
subject  to  the  attention  of  our  Representatives,  not  doubting 
that  they  will  render  every  practicable  aid  to  have  some  just 
provision  in  its  behalf  introduced  into  the  bill  on  duties  and 
drawbacks  now  before  Congress. 

[A'ewarA;  Daily  Advertiser. 
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American  Cotton  Planters  in  India« 

In  Vol.  IL  page  286,  an  account  is  given  of  the  departure 
of  some  American  planters  with  a  view  to  the  culture  of  cot- 
ton in  India.  Below  is  a  letter  probably  from  one  of  them, 
showing  what  success  may  be  expected  to  attend  their  labors. 

The  Mobile  Journal  publishes  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  a  native  of  one  of  the  cotton  growing  States, 
who  is  now  in  India  under  a  contract  with  the  Government, 
or  a  company  who  are  making  an  attempt  to  improve  the 
culture  of  cotton  in  that  country.  The  letter  contains  in- 
formation which  is  curious,  and  deserving  of  attention  from 
the  authenticity  of  the  same. 

Calpee,  May  10th,  1841. 
I  am  now  about  six  hundred  miles  from  Calcutta,  in  the 
District  of  Bundiecund,  and  have  commenced  business  after 
a  sort  of  fashion.  As  to  labor,  I  can  get  plenty,  such  as  it 
is;  one  of  our  negroes  will  do  more  work  than  five  of  the 
natives.  They  are  something  like  our  Choctaw  Indians  at 
home,  only  much  inferior  in  strength,  courage,  and  energy. 
There  is  no  forest  for  them  to  roam  in  here,  as  the  Choc- 
taws  have,  and  they  are  therefore  compelled  to  make  a  living 
such  as  it  is  by  labor,  and  the  rent  to  the  Government  eats 
out  the  profit  of  all  they  do  cultivate.  The  land  here  all  be- 
longs to  Government,  and  the  natives  have  to  pay  rent  for 
using  it.  The  rent  is  from  three  to  nine  rupees  per  begha, 
according  to  situation ;  the  nearer  a  well,  the  higher  the  rent, 
three  be^lias  make  about  one  acre  of  our  measurement. 
This  grinds  them  down  so  hard  that  they  rarely  attempt  to 
make  more  than  a  mere  living,  which  is  nothing  but  a  little 
rice.  There  are  few  of  them  that  ever  get  animal  food  at  all, 
60  you  may  judge  what  sort  of  creatures  they  are  for  labor, 
compared  with  our  negroes  at  the  south,  I  do  say  that  this 
is  a  great  deal  more  slavery  than  that  of  the  slaves  in  North 
America.  You  may  say  they  have  no  masters  to  order  them 
to  their  work  as  you  do  slaves,  but  they  are  nothing  like 
as  well  provided  for  or  as  happy.  You  can  hire  the  best 
■men  here  for  five  pice  a  day,  women  and  boys  at  two  to 
three  pice — there  arc  43  pice  in  a  rupee,  and  a  rupee  is 
worth  about  45  cents  of  our  money — so  you  see  the  free 
laborer  here  gets  less  than  five  cents  per  day,  or  one  dollar 
and  a  half  a  month,  with  which  to  clothe  and  feed  himself 
■and  pay  rent  to  government. 

Besides  this,  there  are  other  circumstances  against  this 
being  an  agricultural  country.  There  is  hardly  any  timber 
'fit  for  use.  I  have  seen  no  tree,  since  I  have  been  here, 
liigher  than  30  feet  te  the  top  branch.  There  are  no  horses 
lit  for  work,  except  the  Arabian  brought  from  Persia,  and 
sold  at  high  prices,  from  hundreds  up  to  two  thousand  ru- 
ipees,  which  is  too  much  for  any  farm  horse,  and  so  we  have 
•nothing  to  depend  upon  for  ploughing,  but  very  small  oxen, 
much  inferior  to  those  in  America.  We  may  make  about 
200  pounds  of  cotton  to  the  acre,  and  three  acres  to  the 
'hand,  which  will  be  about  600  pounds,  or  a  bale  and  a  half 
•of  our  weight,  to  the  hand,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  more 
than  100  pounds  to  the  acre,  and  that  of  very  inferior  stuff 
compared  with  Mississippi  cotton.  Still  as  this  is  much 
'better  than  the  native  cultivation,  I  may  do  quite  as  well  for 
myself  as  at  home,  for  I  am  disposed  to  think  the  Govern- 
-ment  will  be  liberal.  I  shall,  nevertheless  return  to  America 
at  the  close  of  my  engagement. 

The  native  dress  here  is  nothing  but  a  strip  of  cloth,  tied 
■round  the  middle,  and  a  turban  on  the  head,  of  another  strip, 
the  rest  of  the  body  in  both  sexes  is  naked,  exposed  to  the 
sun  and  weather.  The  women  you  may  judge  of,  when  I 
■say  they  are  more  offensive  than  the  Choctaw  women.  If 
any  difference,  the  Choctaws  have  it. 

The  writer's  route  to  India,  was  Paris,  London,  Malta, 
Alexandria,  down  the  Nile  to  Cairo,  thence  by  the  way  of 
the  Red  Sea  to  Bombay,  and  Calcutta,  a  journey  which, 
while  it  excited  the  wonder  of  a  Mississippi  cotton  grower, 
•served  also  to  raise  his  disgust  at  many  things  which  met 
his  eye  and  his  other  senses,  and  caused  him  to  declare  him- 
jjeM"  -moie  of  an  American  than  ever. 


American  Silver. 

Mr.  F,  Blackburn  has  placed  in  the  Exchange  a  sample 
of  silver,  entirely  pure,  from  the  Washington  mine,  David- 
son county.  North  Carolina.  The  mass  weighs  277  ounces, 
and  is  worth  about  four  hundred  dollars.  As  we  do  not  re- 
member to  have  seen  any  silver  from  mines  in  this  country 
before,  we  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  manner  of  obtain- 
ing it,  and  the  chances  of  getting  more;  and  the  following 
is  the  result. 

The  company  went  into  operation,  under  a  very  advan- 
tageous charter  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  about  the 
first  of  September,  1840,  the  mine  being  then  but  partially 
opened,  and  showing  the  bed  of  ore  to  be  of  very  great  ex- 
tent, comprising  millions  of  tons  of  ore,  of  the  richest  kind. 
In  the  early  part  of  1841,  one  furnace  for  smelting  was  put 
into  operation,  which  up  to  the  present  time,  has  produced 
25  tons  of  mixed  metal,  (lead  and  silver;)  the  early  smelting, 
from  which  this  sample  is  made,  yielding  only  about  from 
one  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  ounces  silver  to  the 
ton,  and  gradually  improving  up  to  this  time,  when  it  yields 
five  to  six  hundred  ounces  per  ton  of  mixed  metal.  Within 
the  last  few  weeks,  two  more  furnaces  have  been  put  in  ope- 
ration and  three  more,  making  in  all  six,  will  go  into  opera- 
tion very  shortly,  when  the  yield  will  equal  fiom  1,500  to 
2,000  pounds  per  day,  valuing  from  §525  to  gSOO.  The 
proceeds  of  the  one  furnace  have  been  suflicient  to  more 
than  pay  the  expenses  of  the  mine  since  going  into  opera- 
tion up  to  the  first  of  September,  from  which  period  the 
dividends  of  the  company  will  commence. 

The  oQSce  of  the  company  is  at  24  Church  Alley,  where 
samples  of  the  lead  and  litharge  may  be  seen,  and  any  fur- 
ther information  on  the  suluect  may  be  had. —  U.  S,  Gaz. 


Tobacco  Monoijoly. 

A  late  letter  of  the  Paris  correspondent  of  the  National 
Intelligencer  says,  it  is  matter  of  special  notice  here,  that  a 
vessel  from  the  Chinese  seas  has  brought  to  Havre,  for  the 
tobacco  regie,  or  Government  monopoly,  six  millions  of  Ma- 
nilla cigars,  "  highly  flavored  and  universally  preferred  in 
the  East." 

Tobacco  in  France,  and  cotton  in  England,  brought  from 
the  East  to  compete  with  our  growth  of  these  staples,  will 
admonish  us  that  in  such  matters  we  must  be  on  the  look 
out  for  our  own  interests. 


Kalive  Diunioucls* 


Besides  the  richest  soil  in  the  world,  banks  of  almost  pure 
lead  and  copper,  and  a  mountain  of  solid  iron,  it  appears 
from  the  following  letter  from  Mr,  John  Locke,  of  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Ohio,  that  it  is  probable  that  diamsnds  may 
be  had  if  trouble  is  taken  to  look  for  them.  The  stone  in 
question  was  picked  up  on  the  Wabash  by  a  laborer,  about 
seven  miles  from  the  Tippecanoe  Battle  Ground,  and  was  in 
its  rough  or  natural  state.  This  being  the  first  ever  found 
in  this  country,  Mr.  Locke  very  properly  suggests  that  it 
should  be  placed  in  the  National  Cabinet  lately  commenced 
at  Washington.  The  following  is  his  description  of  the 
stone : — Baltimore  Jimerican. 

The  stone  as  presented  to  me  is  spheroidal  in  figure, 
shaped  not  unlike  a  small  beam,  being  a  little  less  than  half 
of  an  inch  in  length,  one-third  in  width,  and  one  fifth  in 
thickness,  having  twenty-four  convex  crystalline  facets.  Its 
weight  is  13,746  grains,  or  very  nearly  12  grains  and  three- 
fourths,  and  its  specific  gravity  3,5440.  At  one  of  its  sharp 
ends  it  cuts  glass  readily,  and  scratches  quartz  crystal.  It 
cannot  be  scratched  by  a  file  nor  by  grinding  on  a  grindstone, 
is  quite  transparent  and  reflects  from  its  inteiior  that  bright 
flood  of  light  characteristic  of  the  diamond.  By  friction  it 
becomes  positively  electrified.  It  is  nearly  colorless  but  has 
a  perceptible  shade  of  yellow.  A  small  flaw  is  visible  in  the 
interior,  and  about  five  black  sand  specks ;  the  facets  are  not 
quite  smooth,  being  somewhat  striated,  but  still  with  a  good 
degree  of  brilliancy.  The  specific  gravity  3,544  clearly  dis- 
tinguishes it  from  quartz  which  never  exceeds  2,88,  and  its 
crystalline  form,  "  a  spheroid  of  24  convex  facets"  determines 
it  not  to  be  a  white  topaz.  Indeed  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
lis  a  diamond. 
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LAUNCH  OP  THE  FRIGATE  CONGRESS. 
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liaimcli  of  tbc  Frigate  Congress. 

There  is  much  beauty  in  the  general  movement  of  a  ship 
from  her  ways  to  the  element  in  which  she  is  intended  to 
move, — and  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  vessel  is  the  at- 
traction to  a  launching.  On  Monday  last  thousands  of 
spectators  were  congregated  on  our  wharves,  bridges,  hills 
and  islands,  to  witness  the  launching  of  one  of  the  most 
noble  and  beautiful  ships  in  our  Navy — the  Frigate  Congress, 

The  day  was  fine — every  boat  in  the  river  was  in  requi- 
sition, and  flying  like  insects  upon  the  mirror-like  surface  of 
the  river.  On  one  side  of  the  ship-house  was  stationed  the 
steamer  Huntress,  and  on  the  other  the  steamer  Portland, 
waiting  as  bride  maids  to  escort  the  Frigate  to  her  moorings. 
At  a  little  distance  in  the  stream  lay  the  snug  little  Mppreii' 
tice  Briff,  with  her  full  crew  of  active  lads  on  board,  and 
her  rigging  decorated  with  twenty  flags : — and  puffing  and 
blowing  as  if  out  of  breath  with  trepidation  at  the  narrow  es- 
cape from  the  "  dangerous  rocks,"  came  the  steamer  M.  Y. 
Beach  up  the  Narrows,  and  lay  off  in  the  stream  with  other 
spectators.  At  about  half  past  ten  the  guns  at  the  Island 
called  the  public  attention,  and  every  store  and  workshop  in 
town  was  deserted.  At  a  quarter  past  eleven  slowly  she  be- 
gan to  move — and  majestically  dipping  and  plunging  into 
the  foam  of  her  own  creation,  with  a  force  that  parted  like 
pack-thread  a  two-foot  cable,  the  Frigate  Congress  in  a  few 
moments  sits  like  a  "  thing  of  life,"  checked  to  the  limits  as- 
signed her,  and  gracefully  moving  in  unison  with  the  heav- 
ings  of  the  bosom  of  the  water,  which  her  entry  had  put  in 
commotion.  Nor  was  that  commotion  a  slight  one :  at  the 
shore  where  we  stood,  a  sixth  of  a  mile  distant,  the  waves 
came  rolling  up  like  the  swell  upon  a  sea  beach.  A  sight 
scarcely  less  interesting  than  that  of  the  launch,  was  exhibi- 
ted after  the  steamers  were  attached  to  her  sides.  They  came 
abreast  nearly  over  to  our  wharves,  and  then  turned  to  the 
Frigate's  moorings — like  a  huge  elephant  between  two  puny 
drivers. 

The  following  are  the  principal  dimensions  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

Length  between  perpendiculars  from  foreside  of  rabbit  of 
stem  to  aft  side  rabbit  of  post  at  height  of  gun    ft,      in, 

deck  forward  and  cross  seam  aft, 1 79     9 

Moulded  breadth  of  beam, 45     6 

Extreme  breadth  outside  of  plank, 47     8 

Depth  from  base  line  to  top  of  gun  deck, 24  1 0 

From  top  of  gun  deck  to  top  of  spar  deck, 7     3 

From  top  of  spar  deck  to  top  rail, 4     6 

Total  depth  from  brace  to  rail, 36     7 

Length  ofKeel 164  ft. 

Length  of  Gun  Deck 1 83 

Length  of  Spar  deck, 185 

From  Knight  heads  to  tafTrail 189 

Length  of  Cutwater 15 

Extreme  length  from  end  of  Cut-  ~) 

water  to  taflfrail 3    204 


Gun  Deck. 


Armament  26  32  pounders 

4        Paixhan 
30  32  medium,  Spar  Deck, 

50  Guns. 

She  has  a  billet  head.     Her  stern  ornaments  are  the  Na 
tional  emblem,  an  Eagle ;  on  each  side  is  the  National  Flag 
and  Olive  Branch,  emblematic  of  peace  and  thrift.     The 
centre  piece  is  the  Roman  emblem  of  the  strength  of  union 
and  authority — a  bunch  of  rods  bound  together,  &c. 

About  80,000  pounds  of  copper  bolts  were  used  in  con- 
structing her — and  about  30,000  pounds  of  sheet  copper  were 
used  on  her  outer  work. 

The  keel  was  laid  in  the  month  of  August,  1839.  The 
work  was  suspended  from  September  1839,  to  April  1840 : 
making  the  working  days  on  the  ship  522.  The  average 
number  of  men  employed  was  42  carpenters,  15  laborers,  8 
smiths,  10  joiners,  6  sawyers  and  5  caulkers.  Average  rate 
of  pay,  I  dollar  43  cents  per  day. 


The  Congress  is  of  heavier  tonnage  than  the  74  America, 
built  in  this  harbor  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  building  of  the  Congress  was  commenced  in  the  year 
1839,  whilst  the  Navy  Yard  was  under  command  of  Com- 
modore CiiANK,  who  retired  from  the  command  about  a  year 
since,  and  was  succeeded  by  Capt.  John  D,  Sloat,  the  pre- 
sent Commandant.  The  Naval  Constructor  is  Samukl  M. 
Poor,  Esq.,  who  has  superintended  the  construction  of  the 
ship  from  the  commencement. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  for  the  admirable  ar- 
rangements made  upon  this  occasion,  and  for  the  systematic, 
orderly  and  perfect  manner  in  which  they  were  carried  into 
effect.  There  was  no  noise,  and  not  the  least  disorder  or 
confusion,  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that  not  the  slightest 
accident  occurred  to  any  one,  from  the  time  of  laying  the 
keel  to  her  mooring  in  the  river. 

Numerous  visiters  from  abroad  were  present — among  them 
Commodore  Downes,  and  several  other  officers  not  attached 
to  the  yard,  Benjamin  Russel,  Esq.,  was  also  present  iTf/ij/- 
nme  years  ago  he  made  a  visit  to  Portsmouth  on  a  like  occa- 
sion, and  witnessed  the  launch  of  the  America  74. 

Portsmouth  Journal,  .dug.  21. 


Fortsnioutli  Navy  Yard« 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  there  were  built  in  Ports- 
mouth harbor,  for  the  United  States,  the  following  Ships  of 
War:  — 

The  Raleigh  Frigate 750  tons.  32  guns. 

The   Portsmouth 300  18 

The    Ranger 300  18 

The  Bellona 300  IS 

The   America 1700  74 

and  between  the  years  1795  and  1799,  the  following : — 

The  Crescent  Frigate 600  tons.     36  guns. 

The  Scammel,  revenue  cutter, , ,   130  14 

The  Portsmouth 480  24 

The  Congress 1250  36 

The  same  constructor.  Col,  Hackett,  was  employed  by 
Government  on  all  the  above  ships.  The  master  workman 
on  the  Congress  under  Col,  Hackett,  was  William  Badger, 
who  for  thirty  years  after  was  a  distinguished  ship  builder, 
and  launched  from  his  yard  about  fifty  merchantmen,  many 
of  which  are  now  afloat  on  the  ocean.  The  Island  which 
now  bears  his  name,  was  then  called  Continental  Island, — 
The  island  on  which  the  present  Navy  is  located,  was  not 
purchased  until  afterwards. 

Mr.  Mark  Green,  a  Revolutionary  patriot,  now  in  his 
eightieth  year,  informs  us  that  he  did  the  decoration  work 
on  the  old  Congress  Frigate,  and  was  well  acquainted  with 
her  construction.  He  says  that  vast  improvements  have 
been  made  in  building  in  the  last  half  century.  The  mode 
of  proping  up  a  vessel  on  her  ways  was  then  so  little  under- 
stood, that  it  actually  cost  about  $10,000  to  remove  the 
bolts  and  fixtures  from  the  old  Congress  after  her  launching! 

The  old  Congress'  figure  head  was  a  Lady,  about  14  feet 
in  height,  with  her  hand  pointing  to  a  gilded  eagle  resting 
upon  a  pile  of  books.  On  her  first  cruise  the  Congress  en- 
countered a  gale  of  wind,  which  swept  all  her  masts,  bow- 
sprit and  the  figure-head.  On  being  repaired,  a  billet-head 
supplied  the  place  of  the  figure.  Her  masts  were  swept  away 
in  consequence  probably  of  being  closely  wedged  in  both  the 
lower  and  the  gun  decks,  and  from  neglecting  to  have  the 
rigging  properly  set  up. 

The  Frigate  Crescent  built  for  a  present  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  was  launched  June  29,  1797,  and  sailed  for  Algiers 
January  18,  1798.  She  had  on  board  36  barrels  of  dollajs, 
and  other  presents,  making  the  whole  value  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo  about  $300,000  !  This  servile  tribute  we  had  to  pay, 
when  our  navy  was  small.  When  our  navy  had  gathered 
strength  some  fifteen  years  afterwards,  a  gallant  Commodore 
displayed  his  ports  to  the  tyrant,  and  settled  accounts  in  full 
with  the  Dey,  by  a  few  cannon-shot  instead  of  silver  dollars. 

May  our  Navy  never  be  called  into  action — but  let  it  ever 
be  so  powerful  as  to  bear  a  terror  in  its  name, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Septemeeb, 


FEMAIiE  PATRIOTISM. 

The  following  incident  of  thrilling  interest  was  related  by 
Col.  John  McDonald,  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  at  a  public  din- 
ner on  the  3rd  ult. 

"In  1782,  Wheeling  was  besieged  by  a  large  army  of 
British  and  Indians.  So  sudden  was  the  attack  made,  that 
no  time  was  afforded  for  preparation.  The  fort,  at  the  time 
of  the  assault,  was  commanded  by  Col.  Silas  Zane ;  Col. 
Ebenezer  Zane,  the  senior  officer,  was  in  a  block  house,  some 
fifty  or  a  hundred  yards  outside  the  wail.  I'he  enemy  made 
several  desperate  assaults  to  break  into  the  fort,  but  on  every 
outset  they  were  driven  back.  The  ammunition  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  fort  was  deposited  in  the  block  house,  and  the 
attack  was  made  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  that  there 
was  no  time  to  remove  it.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  second 
day  of  the  seige,  the  powder  of  the  fort  was  nearly  exhaust- 
ed]^ and  no  alternative  remained  but  that  some  one  must  pass 
through  the  enemy's  fire  to  the  block  house  for  powder. — 
When  Silas  Zane  made  the  proposition  to  the  men,  to  see 
if  any  one  would  undertake  the  hazardous  enterprise,  at  first 
all  were  silent.  After  looking  at  each  other  for  some  time, 
a  young  man  stepped  forward  and  said  he  would  run  the 
chance.  Immediately  half  a  dozen  offered  their  services  in 
the  dangerous  enterprise. 

"While  they  were  disputing  about  who  should  go,  Eliza- 
beth, sister  of  the  Zanes,  came  forward  and  declared  she 
would  go  for  the  powder.  Her  brother  thought  she  would 
flinch  from  the  enterprise,  but  he  was  mistaken.  She  had 
intrepidity  to  dare,  and  fortitude  to  bear  her  up  in  the  heroic 
risk  of  her  life.  Her  brother  then  tried  to  dissuade  her  from 
the  attempt,  t>y  saying  that  a  man  would  be  more  fleet,  and 
consequently  would  run  less  risk  of  loosing  his  life.  She  re- 
plied that  they  had  not  a  man  to  spare  from  the  defence  of 
the  fort,  and  if  she  should  fall,  she  would  scarcely  be  missed. 
She  then  divested  herself  of  such  of  her  clothing  as  would 
impede  her  speed.  The  gate  was  opened,  and  Elizabeth 
bounded  out  at  the  top  of  her  speed,  and  ran  till  she  arrived 
at  the  door  of  the  block  house :  her  brother.  Col.  Zane,  hast- 
ened to  open  the  door  to  receive  his  intrepid  sister.  The  Indi- 
ans when  they  saw  her  bound  forth,  did  not  fire  a  gun,  but 
called  aloud,  "  Squaiu  !  squaw !  sqiiaiu  .'"  When  she  had 
told  her  brother  the  errand  on  which  she  had  come,  he  took 
a  table-cloth  and  fastened  it  around  her  waist,  and  poured 
into  it  a  keg  of  powder.  She  then  sallied  back  to  the  fort 
with  all  the  buoyancy  of  hope.  The  moment  she  was  out- 
side the  block  house,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  line  poured  a 
leaden  storm  at  her;  but  the  balls  went  innocently  whistling 
by,  without  doing  her  any  injury.  She  afterwards  married  a 
Mr.  Clark,  raised  a  family  of  children,  and  is  yet  alive,  living 
near  St.  Clairsville  in  this  State.  Sucla  was  Elizabeth  Zane!" 

Circleville  Herald. 


Vtica  and  ScUenectacly  Railroad* 

The  Schenectady  Reflector  says :  "  This  road  commenced 
operations  with  the  month  of  August,  1836,  from  which  time 
up  to  the  1st  of  August,  1841,  makes  a  period  of  five  years. 
Within  that  time  the  company's  locomotive  engines  have 
made  about  1870  trips  across  the  road  annually,  or  in  other 
words,  have  run  on  an  average,  about  150,000  miles  a  year, 
and  within  the  period  of  five  years  750,U00  miles.  Within 
the  same  period  they  have  carried  434,893  passengers  over 
the  whole  length  of  their  load  and  376,696  between  inter- 
mediate points — making,  in  the  aggregate,  811,589  passen- 
gers who  have  been  transported  on  that  road  within  five 
years.  Within  this  five  years,  during  which  811,589  pas- 
sengers have  been  conveyed  on  that  road,  no  accident  (with 
but  one  exception,  in  1836,  when  two  passengers  were  slight- 
ly hurt,)  has  ever  occurred,  by  which  any  passenger  was 
injured;  andnoseriousinjury  with  but  one  exception,  has  ever 
occurred  to  any  of  the  men  employed  on  the  engines  or  train. 
Within  the  same  period  of  five  years,  during  which  the  loco- 
motive engines  have  made,  on  an  average,  1870  trips  annu- 
ally, they  have  never  failed  to  make  any  one  trip,  have  never 
but  once  been  six  hours  behind  their  time,  although  snows 


have  covered  the  track  three  feet  deep,  and  floods  have  car- 
ried off  and  fire  burnt  up  bridges.  There  is  no  line  of  public 
conveyance  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  not  even  excepting  the 
Hudson  river  steamboats,  that  can  show  a  greater  degree  of 
regularity,  punctuality,  and  safety  in  the  transportation  of  so 
great  a  number  of  passengers,  than  the  Utica  and  Schenec- 
tady railroad,  and  certainly  no  railroad  that  can  at  all  compete 
with  it.  This  most  complete  and  gratifying  success  is  owing 
to  the  care,  attention,  and  skill  of  Wm.  C.  Young,  superin- 
tendent and  engineer,  and  of  David  Mathews,  superintendent 
of  the  motive  power  on  that  road." 


State  of  the  Wcatlier  at  Salem,  Mass* 

A  statement  of  the  weather  and  range  of  the  mercury, 
on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  for  thirty-four  years. 

Sunrise.  2  P.  M. 

807  Fairand  cloudy  alternately  through  the  day  64  80 

808  Cloudy  and  foggy ;  afternoon,  showers         62  81 

809  Clear  and  delightful  through  the  day  57  70 

810  Clear,  and  fine  breeze  from  N.  W.  55  75 

811  Clear  and  fine  but  extremely  warm  77  95 

812  Clear  and  very  pleasant  54  78 

813  Clear,  mostly ;  thunder  with  appearance  of 

rain  70  92 

814  Cloudy ;  fine  in  the  afternoon  63  84 

815  Clear  and  very  pleasant  54  78 

816  Clear  and  delightful  55  75 

817  Clear  and  very  fine  57  83 

818  Clear,  nearly,  a,  m.;  cloudy  most  p.  :\r.         60  74 

819  Clear  and  fine;  p.  M.,  sudden  showers         5^  78 

820  Clear  and  a  splendid  day  70  94 

821  Clear  and  fine  49  73 

822  Clear  and  delightful  66  94 

823  Clear  and  a  bright  day  45  80 

824  Clear  and  very  fiae  60  84 

825  Copious  thunder  showers;  partly  fair  at  P.M.  61  89 

826  Clear ;  after  4,  tremendous  thunder  shower  66  87 

827  Foggy;  fair  and  delightful  day  37  82 

828  Clear,  mostly  ;  afternoon,  distant  showers    59  63 

829  Cloudy  and  foggy  ;  afternoon,  slight  rain     69  83 

830  Clear  and  delightful  70  90 

831  Clear,  light  fleecy  clouds  most  of  the  day    65  87 

832  Clear  and  very  fine  57  74 

833  Clear  and  delightful  65  83 

834  Cloudy  and  foggy  morning;  fair  and  fine  day  68  92 

835  Clear,  nearly ;  clouds,  very  fine  60  80 

836  Cloudy;  afternoon,  distant  thunder  showers  59  75 

837  Clear,  and  remarkable  windy  ;  clouds  66  91 

838  Clear,  nearly  ;^serene  and  brilliant  67  84 

839  Clear  and  fine;  N.  W.  breeze,  3  o'clock, 

rain  70  98 

840  Rainy  and  foggy;  after  9  a.  m.,  fine  day      60  95 

841  Clear  and  fine,  N.  W.  breeze;  a.  m.  rainy  60  70 

K^alem  C Mass. J  Register. 


'Washinsrtoii     Pears. 


We  have  been  favored  with  a  specimen  of  the  fruit  called 
the  Washington  Pear,  which  for  lusciousness  of  flavor  is  un- 
surpassed in  the  estimation  of  most  people,  by  any  fruit  of 
the  pear  kind.  We  are  particularly  pleased  with  this  fine 
production,  because  it  is  a  Delaware  fruit,  the  parent  tree 
of  which,  was  discovered  by  the  late  Colonel  Robinson  of 
Naaman's  Creek,  growing  in  a  hedge  row  on  his  farm, 
about  forty  years  ago,  and  was  taken  under  his  fostering 
care,  and  still  lives  in  a  green  old  age.  This  pear  was 
called  by  Colonel  Robinson,  the  Washington  Pear,  as  a 
token  of  the  high  respect  which  he  felt  for  his  great  Com- 
mander. The  excellence  of  the  fruit  has  won  for  it  great 
fame,  and  the  kind,  it  is  probable,  will  in  a  short  time  be 
greatly  increased,  as  there  is  a  demand  for  it.  We  hope 
that  when  this  luscious  fruit  shall  become  abundant,  pleas- 
ing every  palate,  that  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that  the  parent 
stock  was  of  Delaware  growth. — Del.  Gaz, 


1841.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Reiuiiiiscencc— liaiiwcli  of  tlic  Old  Frigate  Cou- 
grcss  ill  1799. 

From  the  Portsinouth  Oracle  of  Jlugust  17th,  1799. 

On  Thursday  the  15th,  every  necessary  arrangement  be- 
ing previously  made,  which  could  pussibly  facilitate  tlie  la- 
bors of  the  day.  Colonel  Hackett,  United  States  Naval  Con- 
structor, at  tlie  Port  of  Portsmouth,  proceeded  to  prepare  for 
the  positive  launch  of  the  Frigate  Congress,  one  of  the  most 
beautifully  modelled  and  elegantly  finished  ships  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Union.  Mr.  Sheafe,  the  Naval  Agent  in  this  de- 
partment, having  forwarded  a  polite  invitation  to  His  Ex- 
cellency Gov.  Oilman,  he  was  pleased  to  accept  of  the  same, 
and  at  the  conlines  of  the  town  was  met  by  as  many  of  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  first  military  grades,  as  could 
conveniently  attend,  who  escorted  him  to  his  lodgings  at 
Col.  Brewster's.  A  large  number  of  respectable  fellow-citi- 
zens there  awaited  his  arrival.  Escorted  by  Capt.  Sparhawk's 
Independent  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  he  passed  over  to 
Continental  Island,  in  the  Congress'  Barge,  handsomely  de- 
corated, and  followed  by  a  vast  number  of  boats,  containing 
the  military,  militia  oflicers,  citizens,  clergy,  and  strangers  of 
distinction.  At  the  moment  of  his  Excellency's  embarka- 
tion the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  hoisted  at  the  flag-staflT 
on  the  island  ;  the  American  standard  displayed  from  the  fri- 
gate's stern;  the  stars  on  a  blue  ground  at  the  bow,  and  the 
Continental  pendant  amidships.  Orders  at  the  same  moment 
were  expedited  to  hasten  the  knocking  away  of  the  blocks, 
and  every  workman's  hammer  was  plied  with  that  redoubled 
activity,  and  exactness  of  incessant  strokes  which  constitute 
the  harmonies  of  the  shipwright. 

Precisely  at  1 2,  the  ship,  as  if  self-moved  by  the  indepen- 
dent spirit  of  that  illustrious  body,  whose  name  she  bears, 
majestically  moved  off  the  ways  ;  made  one  graceful  plunge 
into  her  future  element,  and  instantly  raising  her  stern  in 
equilibrio  with  her  head,  swept  on  a  right  line  athwart  the 
channel,  swung  round,  and  brought  up.  Her  movements 
on  this  occasion  may  be  considered  as  oracular  of  her  future 
destinies.  The  stern  pitch  and  instant  recovery  forcibly  said, 
we  only  bo~ui  to  the  element  on  which  we  Jloat ;  and  bid 
erect  defiance  to  a  taorld  beside.  Reiterated  cheers  pro- 
claimed the  sincere  pleasure  of  an  immense  number  of  spec- 
tators ;  a  federal  salute  bore  the  joyous  tidings  to  distant 
plains,  and  the  huzzas  and  salutes  were  returned  with 
animation  from  the  opposite  wharves  and  town  hills,  and 
more  particularly  by  the  heavy  pieces  fired  on  Maj.  Boyd's 
wharf. 


Minutes  relative  to  the  building  of  the  Congress. 

Exactly  258  working  days  were  employed  in  the  build- 
ing of  this  noble  ship.  The  number  of  shipwrights  never 
exceeded  100,  and  frequently  did  not  average  more  than  60 
per  diem.  The  regular  working  hours  were  from  sun  to  sun; 
one  half  hour  being  allowed  for  breakfast  and  one  hour  for 
dinner.  Gentlemen  frem  all  parts  of  the  continent  have  visit- 
ed the  yard,  and  acknowledge  that  they  never  witnessed  such 
regularity,  order,  harmony  and  unity.  The  length  of  the 
Congress  is  145  feet  keel.  Breadth  of  beam  41  feet;  depth 
from  the  upper  deck  26  feet  7  inches  ;  tonnage  1250  tons  : 
she  is  destined  to  carry  36  18  pounders,  but  may  easily 
carry  44  guns,  or  in  fact  be  rendered  equal  to  any  50  gun 
ship. 

In  the  comparison  we  gave  in  a  recent  Journal  of  the  ex- 
pense of  building  the  five  Sloops  of  War  at  as  many  Navy 
Yards,  we  reported  about  8000  less  days'  work  on  the  Dale, 
built  at  Philadelphia,  than  on  the  other  ships.  We  now 
learn  that  the  masts,  Mocks,  &c.  were  not  made  on  that 
Yard,  but  were  received  there  and  reported  as  materials, — 
At  the  other  Yards,  the  number  of  days'  labor  was  reported. 
This  accounts  for  the  discrepancy  we  could  not  then  under- 
stand— and  leaves  the  expense  of  labor  on  the  Preble,  built 
at  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard,  about  §10,000  less  than  on  either 
of  the  other  four  ships  built  at  the  same  time. — Paris.  Jo  ur. 


[See  Register,  page  76.] 


Bank  Reclaiuatioiis. 

Knowing  the  deep  interest  felt  in  the  question,  we  give 
the  points  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
John  M.  Bates  plaintiff  in  error  vs.  The  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Jllabama  d(fendant  in  efTor,  which  was  argued 
at  the  present  term,  by  eminent  counsel  on  both  sides. 

The  suit  was  instituted  by  the  Bank,  to  recover  the  amount 
of  a  bill  of  exchange  for  §4,6.32  75,  dated  1st  May,  1839, 
and  drawn  by  John  M.  Bates  on,  and  accepted  by  himself, 
at  five  months  time,  payable  at  the  Branch  Bank  at  Mobile,, 
and  endorsed  by  F.  C.  Ellis  and  Bryan  Hines. 

The  following  were  the  points  raised  in  the  defence,  to 
avoid  a  recovery  : 

1 .  By  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  the  indebtedness  of  any  one 
person  upon  bill,  was  prohibited  from  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollars  It  was  admitted  that  in  the  same  transaction, 
Bates  drew  and  accepted  sixteen  bills  of  exchange,  of 
which  that  sued  on  was  one,  and  that  fifteen  others  were 
for  five  thousand  dollars  each. 

The  court  held  in  substance,  that  this  part  of  the  charter 
was  simply  a  direction  to  the  Board,  and  did  not,  in  the  par- 
ticular case,  avoid  the  contract. 

2.  That  the  Bank  could  not  recover,  because  the  bill  ori- 
ginated, in  a  dealing  by  the  Bank,  in  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise,  forbidden  by  the  charter.  That  this  dealing 
was  established  by  the  following  facts :  Bates  drew  and 
accepted  sixteen  bills,  with  two  endorsers,  in  considera- 
tion of  §79,632  75  received  by  him  at  the  same  time  from 
the  Bank,  and  that  he  instantly  delivered  to  the  agent  of 
the  Bank  one  thousand  and  twenty- two  bales  of  cotton  to 
sell  in  Liverpool,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  bills. 

In  adjudicating  the  second  point,  the  court  was  not  unani- 
mous. Judges  Collier  and  Ormond  were  of  opinion  that  the 
transaction,  however  ill-judged,  did  not  violate  the  spirit  of 
the  prohibition.  That  the  manifest  object  of  the  Bank,  was 
to  create  funds  subject  to  its  order  in  Liverpool,  as  the  plead- 
ings clearly  showed  ;  and  for  that  purpose  the  cotton  was  re- 
ceived by  the  agent  of  the  Bank  as  collateral  security,  whilst 
the  advance  of  money  on  the  bills  was  the  direct  and  primary 
transaction. 

In  this  view  of  the  question.  Judge  Goldthwaite  did  not 
concur.  He  wafe  of  opinion  that  the  transaction  was  a  deal- 
ing in  "  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,"  and  that  the  bill 
was  not  recoverable  by  the  Bank.  But  he  thought  that  the 
State  could  maintain  an  action  against  Bates  for  so  rauchof 
the  money  received  from  the  Bank  as  he  had  not  re-paid : 
that  its  retention  by  him  was  against  equity  and  good  co7i- 
science ;  and  further,  that  every  director  assenting  to  the 
transaction  was  personally  liable  to  the  State  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Bank. 

3.  That  the  purchase  of  the  bill  sued  on  was  not  made  by  the 
Board  or  directors,  in  the  usual  mode,  or  at  the  counter  of 
the  Bank,  but  by  an  agent  in  Mobile,  viz:  one  of  its  di- 
rectors deputed  for  that  purpose. 

The  court  overruled  this  defence,  and  believed  that  though 
it  might  be  hazardous  to  the  interest  of  the  Bank  to  invest 
one  of  the  board  with  so  much  authority,  yet  the  purchase  of 
the  bill  was  not  void,  more  especially  as  the  Bank  had  ap- 
proved it. 

We  understand  that  there  are  several  cases  pending  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Tuscaloosa,  of  the  same  character,  for  re- 
clamations in  favor  of  the  Bank  ;  and  that  by  consent  of  par- 
tics,  the  disposition  of  one  case  by  the  Supreme  Court  might 
control  the  others.  If  so,  the  Bank  has  now  no  obstacle  in 
its  way  to  a  recovery  of  the  dilTerence  between  the  sum  of 
money  advanced  to  J.  M.  Bates,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  cotton  in  Liverpool.  Estimating  the  quantity  of  cotton 
delivered  at  500  lbs.  to  the  bale,  and  that  it  sold  for  18  cents 
in  Liverpool,  it  would  about  satisfy  all  the  bills,  after  deduct- 
ing about  ten  dollars  per  bale  for  charges  of  every  descrip- 
tion. If  the  cotton  sold  for  15  cents,  the  reclamation  would 
be  $15,000  ;  if  at  12  cents,  it  would  amount  to  $12,000. — 
We  have  merely  suggested  these  items  to  show  the  charac- 
ter of  the  transaction  in  respect  to  the  claims  of  one  party, 
and  the  liability  of  the  other. 
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We  understand  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  claimed  as  reclamations  by  the  Bank,  in  other  cases, 
will  abide  this  decision,  and  of  course  be  recovered  by  the 
Bank. —  Tuscaloosa  Monitor. 


Cunaril  Steamers. 


A  friend  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  statistics. — 
Being  intended  for  our  last  paper,  the  last  passage  of  the 
Columbia  is  not  included  in  the  table  relating  to  the  Steam 
Ships. 

The  Cunard  Steamers  have  made  twenty  passages  from 
England  to  Boston  in  a  little  more  than  twelve  months. — 
The  following  is  the  length  of  the  various  passages  : 

days,  hours. 
Britannia  14,8        13,12  13,12   17,12  15,10  13,12 

Acadia  12,12      12,12  16,22  18,12  13,12  12,12 

Caledonia  13  U,22   15,20  14,12  13,1 

Columbia  16,15      15         12,2 

Thus  the 
Britannia  has  made  6  passages,  aggregate  87,18  av.  14,15 
Acadia  "         6  "  "  86,10    «    14,10 

Caledonia        "         5  "  «  71,7      «     14,6 

Columbia         «         3  «  "  43,17    «    14,14 

Acadia's  average  short  of  Britannia,  5  hours 
Caledonia's     "  "         "  4     " 

Columbia's     "  "         "  1     " 

Twenty  passages— aggregate  289,4 — av.  14  days  11  hours. 
Winter  passages,     3  of  1 7  days  nearly 
Spring         "  5  of  16 

Summer  &  Fall,     12  of  13  " 

Acadia     longest  passage,  18  days  12  hours 
Columbia  shortest     "        12     "       2     «     diff.  6,10 

In  the  year  1 S38,  the  Old  Line  of  New  York  Liverpool 
Packets  made  19  passages  outward  to  Liverpool  in  670  days 

average  3.5  days;  and /ro?n  Liverpool  in  398,  average 

21  days — less  home  272  days. 

The  Ship  England  made  the  shortest  passage 

out,  16  days 
home,  20    " 

[See  Vol.  II.  p.  182,  for  N.  Y.  Steamers.— Ed.] 

Vessels  entered  in  Boston,  in  July  1841. 
From  foreign  ports,  258 


British 

Cleared 

British 


Entered  and  cleared 


British 
All  others 


126—132 

225 

131  —94 

226 

486 
257 
226 


Duties  on  Teas. 
A  cargo  of  Teas  imported  into  Salem,  from  Canton,  in  the 

yea"r  1831,  cost $  92,636  77 

Duties  on  the  cargo  at  that  time 117,567  22 

Duties  more  than  cost  of  cargo 24,930  45 

The  duties  on  the  same  cargo,  at  20  per  cent. 

would  be •••••      18,527  35 

Duties  in  1831,  more  than  cost  and  duties  at 

20  per  cent •••- 6,403  10 

Under  the  Old  Law,  the  Tea  paid  a  little  more  than  30 
cts.  per  lb. ;  under  the  New  Law,  if  it  should  pass,  a  little 
less  than  5  cts.  per  lb.— Salem  (^Mass.)  Reg. 


The  Supreme  Court  of  Alabama 

Has  just  closed  an  unusually  laborious  session.  The 
Judges  have  already  delivered  upwards  of  one  hundred  writ- 
ten opinions,  many  of  them  voluminous,  and  have  thirty  or 
forty,  we  learn,  still  to  write  out,  after  settling  the  points  of 
law.— The  court  is  still  open,  although  the  docket  has  been 
cleared,  and  will  not  be  formally  adjourned,  until  the  opin- 
ions are  all  delivered. —  Ttiscaloosa  Monitor. 


Parallel  between  the  Great  Western  Batlroad  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Great  Western  Railroad  of  J^fasaachueetts. 

The  Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  was  commenced 
in  1836. 

The  Great  Western  Railroad  of  Massachusetts  was  cam- 
menced  in  1836. 

The  Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  finished  in  1 841 , 
Great  Western  Railroad  of  Massachusetts  finished  in  1841. 

Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  is  in  length  118 
miles.     Of  Massachusetts  117. 

Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  cost  five  millions  and 
a  fraction  pounds.  Of  Massachusetts  five  millions  and  a 
fraction  oi  dollars, — (one-fifth  the  former  sum.) 

Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  terminates  with  a 
railroad  which  it  leases  running  to  the  West.  The  Great 
Western  Railroad  of  Massachusetts  terminates  with  a  rail- 
road which  it  leases  running  to  the  West. 

The  Great  Western  Railroad  of  England  is  the  most 
splendid  work  of  the  kind  in  Great  Britain.  The  Great 
Western  Railroad  of  Massachusetts  is  the  most  splendid 
work  of  the  kind  in  America. — Btmker  Hill  .^urora^ 


Sometliing  Interesting. 

With  this  caption  we  find  an  article  in  the  St.  Louis  Even- 
ing Gazette,  which  makes  mention  of  a  gentleman  named 
Nangle,  from  Philadelphia,  having  been  smitten  with  the 
Texas  fever  some  two  years  ago,  hied  away  to  that  Eden  of 
America,  and  did  not  stop  till  he  reached  San  Antonio.  He 
was  delighted  with  the  transporting  scenery,  and  serene  and' 
salubrious  airs  of  that  delicious  region,  and  he  resolved  to  stay. 
But  being  out  of  means,  he  bethought  himself  of  turning 
his  skill  at  stone  cutting  to  account.  So  taking  the  lime 
stone,  used  in  the  structure  of  the  Alamo — now  consecrated 
by  the  blood  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave — he  wrought  out  a 
great  variety  of  useful  and  ornamental  articles,  which  sold 
upon  the  spot  with  great  rapidity.  This  stimulated  his  en- 
terprise, and  he  determined  to  "  spread  "  himself  beyond  the 
home  market,  and  has  accordingly  sent  to  the  United  States 
sundry  specimens  of  his  manipulations — some  of  which  have 
found  their  way  to  St.  Louis — which  embrace  a  variety  of 
specimens,  consisting  of  seals,  paper  weights,  pipe  bowls, 
little  vessels,  «&;c.,  &c.  The  lime  stone  is  very  fine  and 
smooth,  and  easily  cut. 


liarsre  Water  Wlieel. 


The  Wilmington  Delaware  Chronicle  says,  that  the  Messrs. 
Dupont  have  erected  a  water  wheel  for  a  cotton  factory  near 
their  powder  mills,  which  is  truly  a  curiosity.  Its  diameter 
is  np-wards  of  forty  feet,  and  its  width  less  than  three  feet- 
It  runs  on  friction  wheels  and  turns  with  a  few  buckets  full 
of  water.  This  is  a  large  wheel,  but  there  is  a  larger  one  in 
Burden's  nail  factory,  near  Troy,  N.  Y.'  The  wheel  much 
exceeds  in  diameter  that  named,  and  its  width,  we  think,  is 
about  18  feet.  Each  bucket  will  hold  nearly  a  hogshead  of 
water.  The  shaft  is  of  cast  iron  and  the  projecting  arms 
which  sustain  the  buckets  are  iron  rods,  instead  of  huge 
wooden  timbers.  There  are  about  800  of  these  rods  spring- 
ing from  the  shaft,  and  when  the  wheel  is  in  motion,  it  is 
indeed  a  novel  and  beautiful  sight.  This  one  wheel  moves 
all  the  operations  of  various  trip  hammers,  rolling  and  slit- 
ting mills,  and  an  immense  number  of  machines  for  making 
nails  and  spikes.  It  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  in- 
teresting work-shops  in  the  United  States. 
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PenusylTanla  &  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Final  Report  of  the  Principal  Engineer  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Pennsylxania  and  Ohio    Canal   Com- 
pany, JMay  21,  1841. 
Gentlemkn  : — 

The  time  for  which  I  have  been  employed  to  superintend 
your  Canal  having  now  expired,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make 
a  final  Report,  embracing  the  cost,  repairs,  present  condition, 
and  resources  of  the  work  so  far  as  they  come  within  the 
sphere  of  the  Engineer  Department. 

The  distance  from  the  Ohio  River  to  the  eastern  termina- 
tion of  this  Canal  by  the  Beaver  division  of  tlie  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal  is  twenty-one  miles.  On  this  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania (lanal  are  fifteen  locks,  and  five  dams  across  the 
Beaver  River,  making  sixteen  miles  of  slack-water  navigation. 
The  length  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal  as  now 
constructed  is  eighty-four  miles,  but  may  be  reduced  one 
mile  by  cuttmg  through  the  peninsula  on  Draper's  farm,  4ive 
miles  below  Warren,  at  an  expense  of  from  three  to  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Friim  the  intersection  of  the  Ohio  Canal,  at  Akron,  to 
Cleveland  is  thirty-eight  miles  ;  making  the  whole  distance 
from  the  Ohio  River  to  Lake  Erie  by  this  route  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  miles ;  and  from  Pittsburg  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  miles. 

The  distance  from  Pittsburg  to  Beaver  has  generally  been 
called  twenty-eight  miles,  but  I  know  from  actual  survey, 
that  a  Canal  connecting  the  Penns)  Ivania  Canal  at  Alle- 
gheny with  the  Beaver  division  would  be  but  twenty-five 
and  a  half  miles  in  length. 

The  distance  from  Pittsburg  by  this  Canal  to  Bolivar,  the 
western  termination  of  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  Canal  is  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  miles. 

'J^he  whole  lenstth  of  this  Canal  including  its  navigable 
feeders  is  one  hundred  miles ;  and  the  amount  paid  and  due 
contractors  for  work  and  materials  is  Sl,076,.)12  71.  Of 
this,  $1 18,o48  .50  has  been  expended  on  the  feeders  and 
reservoirs. 

This,  by  referring  to  my  Report  of  December,  183S,  will 
be  found  ir,  differ  from  my  estimate  but  $440  33,  after  de- 
ducting $1,895  42  for  farm  bridges  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
$2,925  39  the  estimated  cost  of  Congress  Lake  feeder,  not 
included  in  that  estimate.  The  amount  paid  to  contractors 
for  work  and  materials  is  ten  thousand  and  seventy-six  dol- 
lars per  mile. 

The  number  of  locks  on  the  Canal  is  fifty-four;  the  ascent 
and  descent  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet,  and  three  locks 
on  the  feeders,  with  an  aggregate  lift  of  fifteen  feet.  There 
are  four  lo(  ks,  one  aqueduct,  seven  culverts,  seven  road,  one 
tow-path,  and  seven  farm  bridges  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  fifty-three  locks,  one  aqueduct,  seventy-three  cid- 
verts,  fifty  road  and  thirteen  towing  path  bridges,  and  nine 
dams  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  C.Tnal  has  not  been  re-measured  since  it  has  been 
completed  ;  that  portion  that  lies  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia will  not  vary  materially  from  ten  miles,  and  has  co.st 

For  work  and  materials §  1 44,Q39    1 9 

Expenses  of  Engineer  Corps 8,830  00 

Damages 688  0 J 


That  portion  of  the  canal  which  lies  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  is  seventy-Jour  miles  long,  and 

has  cost  for  work  and  materials $81 2,725  02 

Feeders  and  Reservoirs 11 8,348  50 

Expenses  of  Engineer  Corps 57,348  50 

Damages 27,918  37 


Cost  in  Ohio,  not  including  the  expenses  of 

the  Board  of  Directors,  die $1,016,025  21 

Add  cost  of  work  in  Pennsylvania 154,447   19 

Claims  fordamages  not  yet  adjusted,  which 
may  amount  to c 1 ,000  GO 


Total  cost  of  the  work,  as  above $1,171,472  40 


Cost  not  including  the  expenses  of  Directors, 

Collections,  &c., $154,447  19 

Vol.  v.— 19 


Hence  it  appears  that  the  work  has  exceeded  my  estimate 
of  1833  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents, 
(after  deducting  the  cost  of  the  farm  bridges  and  Congress 
Lake  Reservoir;)  and  the  superintendence  and  incidental 
expenses,  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars 
and  sixty-nine  cents.  This  latter  excess  was  mostly  caused 
by  the  work  not  having  been  completed  in  the  time  con- 
tem[)lated, 

Mr.  Foster  estimated  the  Eastern  Division  without  farm 
bridges  or  waste-wiers  at  the  locks  to  cost  $.^81,108  91. 

These  appendages  have  cost  more  than  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  this  division  has  been  completed  for  five  hundred 
and  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  three  doll.irs  and 
seventeen  cents;  making  a  saving  of  ?i77, 165  74.  This  has 
been  accomplished,  not  by  reducing  the  wages  of  labor,  but 
by  reducing  the  amount,  by  changing  the  location  and  plans, 
where  the  work  had  not  progressed  too  far.  'J'wenty  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  saved  by  changing  the  location  at 
Draper's  farm  five  miles  below  Warren.  'J'he  cost  of  the 
four  dams  across  the  Mahoning  has  been  rediiced  more  than 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars  have 
been  saved  by  the  change  of  the  plans  of  the  locks,  and  a 
greater  sum  by  changing  the  plans  of  the  culverts.  I  believe 
that  tills  board  will  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  location, 
locks,  aqueducts,  dams  and  culverts  have  not  suffered  by  the 
change,  and  that  they  are  more  permanent  and  durable. 

That  it  may  be  known  hereafter  on  whom  to  bestow  praise 
or  blamp,  I  vvill  state  that  the  Shenango  Aqueduct  vi'as  com- 
pleted, except  the  superstructure  ani  the  three  west  piers 
above  the  second  course  of  stone  ;  the  Soulh-East  Branch 
Aqueduct  was  completed  except  the  turning  of  the  arches, 
and  the  side  or  parapet  walls  and  the  coping  on  the  wings  ; 
and  the  stone  were  all  cut  for  the  arches ;  locks  1,  4,  6,  8, 
11  and  21,  counting  from  the  junction,  were  completed  ex- 
cefit  the  gates,  and  the  materials  were  nearly  all  prepared 
and  one-third  of  the  walls  of  3,  6,  7,  9  and  12  built  when  I 
took  charge  of  the  Eastern  Division. 

The  whole  canal  and  feeders  with  the  exception  of  about 
fifteen  miles  were  filled  and  used  in  the  summer  of  ISf^Q, 
the  work  proved  and  the  breaches  repaired.  Much  of  the 
work  had  been  finished  from  two  to  four  years  and  had  sus- 
tained considerable  damage,  making  the  repairs  up  to  1840 
equal  one  year's  use.  The  repairs  for  183'>  and  1840,  (two 
years)  have  been  $2<'.629  20  ;  of  this  $5,584  6)  have  been 
expended  in  Pennsylvania,  and  $22,944  57  in  Ohio. 

In  the  construction  of  the  canal,  when  stone  could  not  be 
procured  without  great  expense,  for  protecting  the  embank- 
ments, where  they  were  located  in  the  river,  a  temporary 
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prelection  of  brush  was  substituted  until  stone  could  be 
brought  in  boats.  This  has  increased  the  amount  for  Repairs 
two  thousand  dollars. 

Other  work  was  omitted  wliifst  the  Canal  was  being  con- 
structed, and  has  been  since  done  by  the  Superintendents' 
parties  to  the  amount  of  at  least  five  thousand  dollars,  which 
should  be  deducted  from  the  cost  of  repairs  and  added  to 
construction. 

There  is  about  six  thousand  dollars  more  of  this  kind  of 
work  yet  to  be  done,  which  can  now  be  done  for  one-half  of 
what  it  would  have  cost  at  the  time  the  Canal  was  con- 
structed. 

The  repairs  from  the  1  si  of  January  to  the  present  time 
(45  months)  have  cost  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
which  is  about  equal  to  the  tolls  received  for  the  last  thirty 
days. 

There  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  expended 
in  constructing  boats,  and  purchasing  beds,  bedding  and 
other  furniture,  and  tools,  $ii,531  13.  Other  tools  and  bed- 
ding have  been  purchased  and  paid  for  in  the  accounts  of  the 
Superintendents  and  Directors,  amounting  to  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  which  can  be  ascertained  by  referring  to 
their  accounts  rendered. 

I  have  caused  a  careful  inventory  to  be  made  of  all  the 
property  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Superintendents,  con- 
sisting of  boats,  furniture,  tools,  &c.,  and  find  that  its  pre- 
sent value  is  four  thousand  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventeen 
cents. 

The  water-power  at  Franklin  wiM  propel  ten 
runs  of  mill-stones,  and  when  brought  into  use 
will  be  worth $20,000  00 

In  ten  years  from  the  present  time  one  thou- 
sand feet  of  water  per  minute  VA'ill  be  discharged 
on  the  Akron  level  that  can  be  made  available 
for  hydraulic  purposes,  which  will  propel  twen- 
ty-one pairs  of  mill-stones,  worth,  including 
lands  to  use  the  same 40,000  00 

The  value  of  the  hydraulic  power  at  the  other 
locks  when  brought  into  use 25,000  00 

The  value  of  water  power  which  may  be  re- 
alized in  ten  years 85,000  00 

Real  Estate  and  subscriptions  well  secured, 
worth 28,000  00 

Add  the  value  of  boats,  tools,  &c 4,163  17 

Total  value  of  property $1 17,163  17 

The  expense  of  constructing  Muddy  and  Sandy  Lake  Re- 
servoirs and  Feeders  including  damages  would  be  $50,000  00. 
Should  they  be  made  they  would  double  the  value  of  the 
hydraulic  power  throughout  the  whole  Canal. 

The  reservoirs  already  constructed  will  furnish  two  thou- 
sand cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  for  two  hundred  days. 

The  Cuyahoga  River  at  the  dam  at  Shalersville  will  guage 
two  thousand  cubic  feet  per  minute  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days  of  ordinary  drought,  four  thousand  feet  for  eighty 
days,  and  exceed  ten  thousand  feet  for  the  balance  of  the 
year. 

The  river,  as  the  works  are  now  constructed,  furnishes 
the  whole  supply  for  the  summit,  and  is  sufficient  to  pass 
sixty  boats  per  day. 

When  the  business  on  the  Canal  shall  require  a  greater 
number  of  boats,  the  reservoirs  of  Sandy  and  Muddy  Lakes, 
must  be  made,  and  their  waters  brought  on  to  the  summit 
level, 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  in  ten  years  from  the  com- 
pletion of  this  Canal  there  will  be  business  for  forty  boats 
daily  through  the  season  of  navigation,  and  that  the  divi- 
dends will  not  be  less  than  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

In  consequence  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  and 
the  great  falling  off  of  merchandise  imported  into  this  coun- 
try it  is  difficult  to  predict  with  much  certainty  the  amount 
of  tolls  that  will  be  received  this  season.  They  must  I  think 
exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  may  come  up  to 
thirty  thousand.  This  may  appear  small  to  many,  but  to 
those  who  know  the  difficulties  of  establishing  business  on 


a  new  Canal  and  the  length  of  time  required  to  adapt  the 
agriculture  of  a  country  to  the  new  state  of  things,  it  wiM 
appear  very  prosperous  and  highly  flattering. 

The  repairs  will  not  amount  to  more  than  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  whole  season. 

Two  thousand  doilars  will  probably  be  expended  on  the 
unfinished  work  mentissned  in  the  former  part  of  this  Report, 
To  this  must  be  added  the  salary  of  the  Engineer  and  tlie 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  great  difficulty  to  be  overcome  in  order  to  establish 
a  brisk  and  profitable  business  on  this  Canal  is  the  unwil- 
lingness of  the  transportation  companies  of  Pennsylvania  to 
extend  their  lines  of  boats  from  Johnstown  into  the  inleriot 
of  Ohio,  and  by  that  means  avoid  the  delay  and  expense  of 
transhipment  and  storage. 

The  capitalists  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  appear  not 
to  be  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  the  interior 
of  Ohio,  and  think  that  they  have  accomplished  all  that  is 
necessary  when  they  reach  the  Ohio  River.  To  correct  this 
error  I  will  quote  from  an  authentic  document  drawn  up  by 
the  collector  of  canal  tolls  in  Cleveland. 

CANAL  COMMERCE, 

CoLiECTOii's  Office,  > 
Cleveland,  January  1st,  1841.      5 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight,  there  ar- 
rived at  Cleveland,  by  way  cf  the  canal,  during 

the  past  year " 280,233,820  lbs. 

During  the  year  1839,  there  arrived 186,116,267  " 

Being  an  increase  of ...9  4, 11 7,553  lbs* 


The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  property  that 
arrived  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  Canal,  during  the  years 
1839  and  1840; 

1839.  1840. 

Bushels  Wheat 1,520,477         2,151,350 

do  Com 64,825  72,842 

do  Oats  ...   15,901  22,881 

do  Mineral  Coal 140,042  167,045 

Barrels  Flour 266,337  504,900 

do  Pork 30,535  23,000 

do  Whiskey 6,020  9,967 

Pounds  Butter 119,727  782,033 

do  Cheese 200  22,89a 

do  Lard 869,805  513,452 

do  Bacon 1,316,273  683,499 

do  Pig  Iron 768,300         1,154,641 

do  Iron  and  Nail.s 48,659         2,252,491 

Hhds.  Tobacco 327  932 

Pieces,  Staves  and  Heading 778,931  634,954 

Cords  Wood 3,070^  2,809 

Of  property  on  which  toll  is  charged  by  weight,  there 
were  cleared  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  canal,  during  the 

past  year 42,772,233  lbs. 

During  the  year  1839  there  were  cleared.  .64,342,361    " 

Being  a  decrease  of. 21,570,128  lbs. 


The  following  were  the  principal  articles  of  property  that 
were  cleared  at  Cleveland,  by  way  of  the  canal  during  the 
years  1839  and  1840  : 

1839.  1840. 

Barrels  Salt 110,447  76,729 

doLakeFish 9,062  8,959 

Pounds  Merchandise 17,455,703  9,563,396 

do  Furniture 1,623,155  1,215,467 

do  Gypsum 2,631,730  1,770,016 

Feet  Lumber 3,050,1 92  1,265,656 

M.  Shingles 3,246^  2,560f 

Pairs  Mill  Stones 30  21 

D.  H.  BEARDSLEY,  Collector. 

Surely  this  amount  of  business  is  worth  contending  for, 
and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  be  monopolized  by  the 
New  Yorkers  without  some  effort  to  participate  in  its  ad- 
vantages. 


1841.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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The  want  of  a  canal  from  Beaver  to  Pittsburg,  is  a  serious 
obstruction  to  the  business  on  this  route  when  the  Ohio 
River  is  low,  but  does  not  present  very  great  difficulties  when 
the  water  in  the  river  exceeds  four  feet.  If  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania does  not  undertake  this  work  soon,  the  stock  of  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  should  be  increas- 
ed and  the  work  done  by  them,  for  I  am  confident  that  it 
would  double  the  dividends  of  the  company.  The  difficul- 
ties to  be  overcome  on  this  portion  of  the  canal  are  not  very 
formidable  and  T  would  pledge  my  reputation,  with  money 
at  command,  that  T  could  accomplish  the  work  for  five  hun- 
•dred  thousand  dollars. 

I  know  that  the  character  of  this  work  has  suffered  abroad 
in  consequence  of  the  small  amount  expended  in  its  con- 
struction ;  but  the  fact  that  the  whole  has  been  navigated 
one  year,  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  it  two  years,  and  that 
the  cost  of  repairs  has  not  been  one-fourth  as  much  as  other 
canals  that  have  been  considered  well  built,  have  required, 
ought  to  be  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the  slander.  Engineers 
have  sometimes  gained  high  reputations  in  consequence  of 
the  great  amount  of  money  spent  in  ornamenting  their  work, 
but  I  have  never  known  the  stockholders  m-uch  enriched 
by  it. 

During  the  whole  time  I  have  been  engaged  on  this  canal 
I  have  devoted  my  whole  mind  and  strength  to  it,  and  have 
endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Engineer  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the  Directors  and 
Stockholders,  and  shall  ever  feel  a  deep  interest  in  their 
prosperity. 

Eor  the  almost  unlimited  confidence  you  have  placed  in 
tae,  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  and  disbursement  of 
moneys  entrusted  to  my  charge,  accept  my  warmest  thanks, 
for  I  have  ever  felt  it  the  highest  compliment  that  you  could 
bave  bestowed  on  me.  And  it  is  with  no  ordinary  emotions 
of  feeling  that  I  now  take  leave  of  you. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

S.  DODGE,  P,  E. 

Engis^eeh's  Office,  May  21,  1841. 

Summary  Cost  of  the  Work. 

Eastern  Division  in  Ohio $320,788  58 

Western  Division,  West  of  Ravena  Summit. .   306,792  57 
Do  East  do  -.   185,143  87 


$812,725  02 
Feeders  and  Reservoirs 11 8,348  50 

Work  in  Ohio $931,073  52 

Work  in  Pennsylvania 144,939  19 

Whole  amount  of  work $1,076,012  71 


The  National  Gazette  contains  the  following  case  of  true 
benevolence: 

A  certain  "  Friend  "  whom  we  very  well  know,  was  re- 
cently at  a  distant  place  of  summer  resort.  He  stopped  at 
the  Post-Office  one  morning,  and  while  there,  the  Post-Mas- 
ter asked  him  whether  he  kne^f  any  English  people  staying 
at  the  hotel. — "  Why  does  thee  ask?"  said  tho  Quaker, 
"  Because,"  said  the  Post-Master,  "  here  are  a  half  dozen 
letters  directed  to  England  by  the  next  steamer,  and  as  the 
postage  to  Boston  is  not  paid  I  cannot  send  them.  If  I  can- 
not find  the  writers  of  them,  they  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
dead  letter  office  in  Washington."  Our  "Friend  "  looked  at 
the  letters.  They  were  all  double  and  he  remarked — "  they 
appear  to  be  family  letters,  and  no  doubt  will  be  most  wel- 
come if  received,  or  may  cause  great  anxiety  if  they  should 
not  be."  "  I  cannot  help  it,"  said  the  Post-Master.  "  Well 
I  can,  if  thee  cannot ;  what  is  the  postage!"  "  For  six  dou- 
ble letters  three  dollars."  "  Well  here  is  the  money  ;  thee 
will  please  mark  the  letters  'paid,'  and  send  them  to  Boston." 
And  with  this  injunction,  the  Philadelphia  Quaker  left  the 
Post-Office — his  pockets  not  quite  so  heavy  as  when  he  en- 
tered, but  his  heart,  we  are  sure,  a  great  deal  lighter. 


TIio  last  of  tUe  Elms* 

The  New  Haven  Herald,  in  speaking  of  the  Elm  which 
has  just  been  removed  from  the  front  of  the  residence  of  the 
late  Judge  Bristol,  on  the  north  side  of  the  public  square,  in 
this  city,  thus  remarks :  "  The  old  patriarchal  Elm,  one  of 
the  last  of  the  links  that  connects  our  sociabilities  with  the 
mementoes  of  our  fathers,  is  gone.  After  standing  through 
sunshine  and  storm,  the  blasts  of  winter  and  the  summer 
drought,  about  160  years — the  ornament  of  the  town,  the 
arena  of  childish  sports,  the  solemn  sanctuary  of  heavenly 
aspirations,  and  the  deity  of  the  feathered  tribes — it  has  at 
length  fallen.  The  axe  was  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  on 
Tuesday,  and  '  great  was  the  fall  thereof.'  Willingly  would 
the  woodman  have  spared  it — willingly  would  its  old  and 
young  admirers  have  left  it  stand,  but  the  unsparing  and 
insatiable  scythe  of  time,  had  scathed  its  branches -and  seared 
its  trunk,  till  tlie  public  safety  required  its  removal,"  This 
tree  was  planted  in  1 686,  near  the  corner  of  what  is  now 
Elm  and  Temple  streets,  in  front  of  the  parsonage  house 
built  for  the  Rev,  James  Pierpont,  pastor  of  the  first  Con- 
gregational Church  in  New  Haven  ;  and  under  its  shade, 
the  distinguished  diviEcs,  Edwards  and  Whitefield,  on 
various  occasions,  preached  the  word  of  God  with  powerful 
and  happy  effect. 

Heavy  Rniiis* 

The  greatest  fall  of  water  ever  known  in  Charleston,  came 
upon  us  on  Tuesday  afternoon  and  night — principally  b&. 
tween  11  o'clock  in  tte  evening  and  daylight.  The  con- 
tinuous roar  of  the  rain  was  like  the  thunder  of  the  ocean  in 
a  storm.  The  quantity  of  water  which  fell  from  9  A.  M, 
Tuesday  to  9  A.  M.  Wednesday,  we  learn  from  the  Citadel, 
was  7  24-100  inches.  The  actual  period  during  which  this 
deluge  was  pouring,  was  not  over  7  hours.  The  cellars  in 
all  the  lower  situations  of  the  city,  were  flooded,  some  to  the 
depth  of  two  feet,  and  much  loss  was  sustained  by  those 
who  had  valuable  groceries  in  their  cellars.  The  city  drains 
in  some  places  were  burst  by  the  press  of  water.  The  dam« 
age  to  the  crops  from  this  frightful  flood  cannot  but  be  great, 
as  there  was  every  appearance  that  the  rain  was  general,  and 
it  was  also  accompanied  by  considerable  wind.  The  busi- 
ness prospects  for  the  coming  season  are  very  gloomy.  The 
health  of  the  city,  however  continues  good — probably  it  was 
never  better  at  this  season,  and  we  have  now  a  fair  prospect 
of  escaping  the  visitation  of  Yellow  Fever. 

[  Charleston    Courier  of  Avg.  26, 

All  old  liady* 

A  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Argus  states  that  thera 
is  now  living  in  Somerset  Co.,  Md.,  in  tho  lower  district 
near  the  residence  of  Hon.  T.  H.  Carroll,  an  old  lady  named 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cottingham,  who  was  according  to  the  re- 
cords of  her  family,  one  hundred  and  ten  yenra  old  last 
March.  Mrs.  Cottingham  can  see  to  read  without  specta- 
cles, and  yet  talks  with  good  sense,  and  appears  to  have  a 
sound  judgment,  and  to  exercise  her  mind  about  matters  of 
a  domestic  kind  with  a  great  deal  of  discretion. 


A  Rich  Mail. 

Henry  Brevoort,  on?  of  the  richest  men  in  New  York, 
died  in  that  city  on  Sunday  last,  aged  nearly  100  years. — 
He  is  thought  to  have  been  worth  more  than  $2,000,000. 
He  was  originally  a  market  gardener,  and  many  years  ago 
purchased  for  about  $500  a  small  strip  of  land,  which  was 
then  looked  upon  as  being  in  the  country.  It  is  now  the 
very  centre  of  business  in  New  York,  and  of  course  has  in- 
creased immensely  in  value.     He  held  it  until  his  death. 

[Bal/imore  Hun. 


Appointments  hy  the  President, 

Jiy  and  ivith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Charles  S.  Todd,  of  Kentucky,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Russia. 

Daniel  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Austria. 

Thomas  B.  Potlingcr,  Marshal  for  the  District  of  Mary- 
land. 
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HEROIC  REMAINS— POSTHUMOUS  HONORS. 


[Septembek, 


Heroic  Resnains"°Po!;tliitiuons  Honorst 

The  patriotic  citizens  of  Rochester,  and  of  the  Genesee 
Valley,  and  the  neighboring  country,  have  done  themselves 
honor  in  rendering  due  honors  to  the  illustrious  victims  of 
Gen,  Sullivan's  famous  campaign  against  the  Six  Nations. 
Agreeable  to  arrangement  an  immense  body  of  the  people 
turned  out  on  Friday  for  the  purpose  of  exhuming,  with 
Bolemn  ceremony,  the  remains  of  Lieutenant  Boyd  and  his 
associate  Parker,  which  h;id  been  traced  to  a  grave  near  the 
new  village  of  Cuyler.  The  burial  place  was  ascertained 
through  Stone's  Life  of  Brandt  and  the  recollection  of  Mr. 
6?anford  and  Major  Van  Campen,  the  only  survivors  of  those 
who  were  of  the  party  that  buried  Boyd.  The  two  bodies 
were  buried  in  the  same  grave — Boyd's  headless  trunk  and 
his  mangled,  jelhed  head,  with  the  less  mutilated  form  of 
Parker.  After  careful  examination  through  an  area  of  several 
square  yards,  the  laborers  found  the  bones  about  two  feet  be- 
low the  surface.  One  skull  entire,  or  nearly  so,  was  found, 
and  a  number  of  teeth,  beyond  the  supply  for  a  single  head. 
Most  of  the  bones  were  frail  and  many  crumbled  to  dust 
upon  the  slightest  abrasion. 

Search  was  also  made  by  a  party  of  gentlemen  from  Gene- 
see, in  Groveland,  for  the  bones  of  others  who  fell  from  the 
ranks  of  Suliivan's  army,  which  were  sufficiently  identified 
by  the  presence  of  pewter  buttons  bearing  the  letters  U.  S.  A, 
Friday  was  the  day  appointed  for  their  interment  in  the 
beautiful  cemetery  of  Mount  Hope,  at  Rochester,  A  letter 
in  the  Albany  Evenmg  Journal  draws  this  preliminary  scene 
of  preparation  in  the  neighboring  vallies, — Aeivark  ^idv. 

"The  morning  of  Friday  opened  with  an  almost  cloudless 
sky.  Just  before  sun-rise,  to  an  observer  upon  the  brow  of 
the  hills  wliicli  wall  the  valley  on  the  wesst,  there  might  be 
seen  proudly  sweeping  through  the  waters  of  the  new  canal, 
a  train  of  boats  whose  decks  were  surmounted  with  uni- 
formed soldiers  and  streaming  banners.  Bands  of  music 
made  vocal  the  valley  around.  A  salute  of  artillery  noted 
their  passage  through  Cuyler,  and  they  moved  on  to  Mount 
Morris,  where  provision  had  been  made  to  breakfast  the  nu- 
merous soldiers  and  visiters  from  Rochester,  After  a  repast 
which  a  long  night  of  travel,  not  less  than  the  hospitality 
of  the  citizens  had  made  grateful,  the  boats  look  their  depart- 
ure for  the  grounds  which  had  become  memorable  as  the 
scene  of  savage  cruelty.  Crowds  by  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands, and  constantly  increasing,  welcomed  their  arrival.  At 
two  o'clock  the  military  and  committees  moved  to  the  mound 
about  a  half  mile  distant,  to  meet  the  delegation  from  the 
eastern  side  of  the  valley.  Here  the  bones  of  Boyd  and 
Parker  and  those  of  their  associates,  were  committed  to  the 
sarcophagus  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  the  two  proces- 
sions returned  to  the  Grove,  near  the  residences  of  Col.  Cuy- 
ler. A  stage  had  been  erected  for  the  committees,  speaker 
and  old  Revolutionary  soldiers.  Seats  for  the  accommoda- 
■tion  of  about  a  thousand  were  appropriated  to  the  ladies. 
To  describe  the  exercises  from  this  point  would  require  more 
room  than  I  can  command.  The  Urn  was  placed  immedi- 
diately  before  the  stage.  Around  were  soldiers  and  citizens 
to  a  number  which  has  been  variously  estimated,  including 
all  at  the  village,  from  five  to  fifteen  thousand.  If  there  were 
•five  thousand  about  the  wharves  in  Albany  at  the  time  the 
Bridge  fell  last  fall,  I  think  there  may  have  been  between 
seven  and  eight  thousand  here.  Mr.  Treat,  of  Genesee,  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  attainments,  had 
been  requested  to  make  an  address  on  the  part  of  Livingston 
counfy.  The  duty  was  discharged  in  a  manner  highly  cre- 
ditable to  himself  and  to  the  approbation  of  the  immense 
assemblage  who  heard  him.  He  opened  with  an  eloquent 
and  impressive  exordium,— tlien  followed  with  a  detailed 
history  of  the  border  warfare,  more  particularly  connected 
with  the  movements  of  Sullivan,  and  most  happily  intro- 
duced the  life  of  the  heroes  whose  memory  these  exercises 
were  intended  to  preserve.  He  concluded  with  an  address 
to  Major  Van  Campen  and  the  soldiers  who  honored  the 
day  and  occasion  with  their  presence.  The  address  will 
doubtless  be  published. 

It  had  been  determined  that  the  ceremony  of  delivering 
jjha.boiieslo  the  Rochester  cpnjmiltee  should  be  performed 


by  the  old  veteran,  who  sixfy-two  years  since,  buried  his 
school  friend.  The  Major  arose  without  faltering,  and, 
though  eighty-five  years  old,  read  in  a  distinct  voice,  audible 
to  all  within  thirty  or  forty  feet,  notwithstanding  the  tumult, 
a  paper  that  blazed  with  patriotism  and  noble  sentiment.  As 
he  turned  his  eye  to  the  dark  enclosure  of  the  bones  of  his 
comrades  and  briefly  poured  forth  his  tribute  of  regard  for 
bravery  and  worth,  many  an  eye  rolled  free  in  its  moistened 
socket,  and  many  a  heart  leaped  at  this  testimony  of  any 
early  friend.  A  reply  from  the  Rochester  committee,  upon 
the  reception  of  the  bones,  followed. 

The  concluding  and  crowning  exercise  in  the  Grove,  was 
that  of  changing  the  names  of  the  streams  at  whose  junc- 
tion the  mound  has  been  thrown  up.  The  main  stream  has 
long  been  known  as  Beard's  Creek.  It  was  changed  by  ac- 
clamation, at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  O'Reily,  to  Boyd's 
Creek,  and  the  other  to  Parker's. 

The  assemblage  then  turned  to  the  boats,  where  discharges 
of  artillery  closed  the  scene.  To-day  the  bones  are  to  be 
buried  at  Mount  Hope. 

Tlie  Burial  Ceremonies^ 

A  letter  in  the  Tribune  gives  the  following  graphic  sketch 
of  the  final  ceremonies  at  Rochester : 

Rochester,  August  22,  1841, 

I  had  yesterday  the  good  fortune  of  witnessing  the  inter- 
ment of  the  bones  of  the  brave  Lieut,  Boyd  and  his  com- 
panions'in  arms,  and  a  most  interesting  and  imposing  scene 
it  was.  At  daylight,  the  Mayor,  Common  Council,  and 
Military  companies  of  this  city  returned  from  Livingston 
county,  where,  I  am  informed,  they  were  received  by  ten 
thousand  people  in  the  most  enthusiastic  manner,  and  where 
the  remains  were  delivered  to  them  by  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  Mr,  Campen,  who  fought  under  Sullivan.  The  vast 
multitudes  that  thronged  our  streets  during  the  morning, 
manifested  the  deep  interest  taken  in  the  ceremonies,  and 
the  feeling  of  gratitude  entertained  toward  those  who  fought 
the  battles  that  established  our  freedom.  Here  and  there  the 
aged  and  the  young  might  be  seen  assembled  in  groups,  talk- 
ing over  the  early  history  of  the  Genesee  Valley,  and  espe- 
cially the  events  of  Sullivan's  famous  expedition,  the  last 
ever  sent  against  the  Indians  of  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  procession  moved  forward,  headed  by 
the  military  of  this  city  and  the  Staft'  of  the  Governor,  (the 
Governor  himself  not  having  yet  arrived,  and  proceeded  to 
Mount  Hope.  Before  the  procession  arrived^  thousands  had 
already  assembled  at  Mount  Hope,  The  urn  and  sarcophagus 
containing  the  remains  were  placed  on  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful eminences  in  the  Cemetery,  which  is  hereafter  to  be 
called  the  "  Hill  of  Revolutionary  Patriots,"  and  on  which 
a  monument  is  soon  to  be  erected.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker 
read  the  grand  funeral  service  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  Governor  Seward  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Vice  Chancellor  Whittlesey,  The  Governor 
addressed  the  multitude  for  about  half  an  hour  in  a  happy 
and  impressive  manner.  He  alluded  eloquently  to  the  trials 
and  sufferings  endured  by  Sullivan  and  his  brave  followers, 
and  to  the  deeds  of  high  valor  which  they  performed.  He 
vividly  depicted  the  changes  that  three  generations-have  pro- 
duced, and  thrillingly  did  he  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
American  people,  earnestly  entreating  them  to  admire  and 
imitate  the  noble  examples  of  valor  and  virtue  presented  to 
them  in  the  history  of  their  country. 

The  whole  scene  was  impressive,  and  well  calculated  to 
call  up  long  trains  of  pleasing  thought.  We  stood  in  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  Cemeteries  in  the  United  States,  in 
sight  of  a  city  containing  more  than  twenty  thousand  in- 
habitants, addressed  by  the  Governor  of  millions  of  Freemen, 
and  witnessing  the  interment  of  the  bones  of  a  brave  young 
officer,  who,  sixty  years  before,  beyond  the  verge  of  civili- 
zation, was  most  cruelly  butchered  in  the  broad  valley  that 
lay  before  us.  Could  Boyd  have  peered  through  the  mist, 
and  seen  the  future  greatness  of  his  country — the  salutary 
results  produced  by  his  own  valor  and  that  of  his  associates, 
and  the  high  respect  paid  them  three  generations  afterward, 
he  might  well  have  exulted  even  when  enduring  the  tortures 
of  the  savages,        Yours,  ,C. 


1S41.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Repeal  of  the  Independent  Treasury  I^aw* 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,"  and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
embezzlers  of  public  money,  and  for  other  purposes. 
lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Jicpresentii- 
fives  of  the  United  States  of  .rlmevica,in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection, safe-keeping,  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,"  approved  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by  repealed :    Provided,   ahvni/s,    That  for  any   offences 
which  may  have  been  committed  against  the  provisions  of 
the  seventeenth  section  of  the  said  act,  the  offenders  may  be 
prosecuted  and  punished  according  to  those  provisions  ;  and 
that  all  bonds  executed  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and 
all  civil  rights  and  liabilities  which  have  arisen  or  accrued 
under  said  act,  and  the  remedies  therefor,  shall  remain  and 
continue  as  if  said  act  had  not  been  repealed ;  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  furt/ier  enacted.  That  if  any  officer 
charged  with  the  safe-keeping,  transfer,  or  disbursement  of 
public  moneys,  or  connected  with  the  Post-OHice  Depart- 
ment, shall  convert  to  his  own  use,  in  any  way  whatever,  or 
shall  use  by  way  of  investment  in  any  kind  of  property  or 
merchandise,  or  shall  loan,  with  or  without  interest,  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  moneys  entrusted  to  him  for  safe-keeping, 
transfer,  disbursement,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  every  such 
act  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  an  embezzlement  of 
so  much  of  the  said  moneys  as  shall  be  thus  taken,  convert- 
ed, invested,  used  or  loaned,  which  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
a  felony  ;  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  over  on  demand 
any  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  upon  the  presentation  of  a 
draft,  order  or  warrant  drawn  upon  him,  and  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  transfer  or  disburse  any 
such  moneys  promptly  according  to  law  on  the  legal  require- 
ment of  a  superior  officer,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of 
such  conversion  to  his  own  use  of  so  much  of  the  public 
moneys  as  may  be  in  his  hands.  Any  officer  or  agent  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  persons  advising,  or  knowingly 
and  willingly  participating  in  such  embezzlement,  upon  be- 
ing convicted  thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United  States 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  United  States  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  money  embezzled,  and  shall  suffer  imprisonment  for 
a  term  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Sec.  3.  ^}id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled 
"An  Act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money,"  ap- 
proved on  the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  excepting  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  sec- 
tions thereof,  be  and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  an 
act  passed  the  fourteenth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  entitled  "  An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the 
payment  of  the  Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six," 
as  provides  that  no  bank  note  of  less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  and  after  the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  no  bank  note  of  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  shall  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  case  what- 
soever in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States 
or  the  Post-Office  Department,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
repealed. 

JOHN  WHITE, 
Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Represent atix'cs. 
SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  August  13,  1841.  JOHN  TYLER. 


Kentucky  Manufacturrs. 

The  Maysville  Eagle  states  that  the  extensive  bagging 
factory  of  C.  Shultz  &  Co.  of  that  city,  manufactured  dur- 
ing the  last  week  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  I hir- 
ty-eight  yards  of  bagging,  and  fourteen  thousand  pounds 
of  bale  rope.  The  Eagle  doubts  whether  any  establishment 
in  the  land  has  ever  turned  out,  in  any  one  week,  so  large  a 
i^uantity  of  these  articles. 


Tankee  Presence  of  RIind> 

During  the  war  of  the  revolution,  in  the  year  1778,  it  was 
common  for  ship-owners  of  Boston  and  other  American 
ports,  to  send  cargoes  to  Christiansand,  a  r.eutral  port  on 
the  southern  coast  of  Norway,  by  which  a  considerable  profit 
was  realized,  whenever  the  vessel  succeeded  in  escaping  the 
British  armed  ships.  A  mercantile  firm,  well  known  at  the 
time,  and  probably  to  some  of  the  venerable  remnants  of 
that  time,  even  now,  sent  to  that  port  a  fast  sailing  brig,  the 
F ,  commanded  by  Capt.  S ,  a  shrewd,  "  calculat- 
ing" Yankee,  who  was  famous  for  his  "judgment,"  on  criti- 
cal occasions.  The  brig  got  in  sight  of  her  destined  port, 
without  meeting  with  any  difficulty,  but  when  thus  far,  to 

the  dismay  of  all  but  our  Captain,  between  the  F and 

the  coast,  was  seen  anchored,  a  British  frigate — not  in  the 
harbor  of  Christiansand,  but  a  little  farther  up  the  coast. — 
From  off  the  coast,  near  Bergen,  or  thereabouts,  was  a  pri- 
vateer coming  towards  him  ;  another  was  hovering  on  the 
quarter ;  and  another  in  the  offing  seemed  to  be  running  di- 
rectly for  him.     All  on  board  were  in  great  trepidation,  and 

expecting  nothing  less  than  a  British  prison;  but  Capt.  S 

seemed  as  much  at  ease  as  ever — walking  the  quarter  deck 
briskly,  but  saying  a  word  to  no  one.  He  still  kept  the  ves- 
sel on  her  course  straight  toward  the  frigate  and  the  port. — 
Soon  after  turning  about,  he  called  for  the  British  ensign, 
which  he  forthwith  caused  to  be  hoisted  at  the  peak.  The 
frigate,  not  suspecting  any  ruse,  suffered  him  to  pass  with- 
out query  ;  and  immediately  getting  under  way,  stood  out 
towards  the  brig  in  the  offing,  and  was  soon  after  followed 
by  the  privateer  which  was  nearest  the  coast,  thus  permit- 
ting our  Yankpe  to"  enter  the  port  without  trouble,  discharge 
his  cargo,  and  procure  another,  after  which  he  returned  in 
safety  to  Boston,  making  an  excellent  voyage. 

[Boston  JHer,  Jour, 


Satbhook,  July  9th  1841. 

On  looking  over  some  papers  of  m}'  father,  Mr.  H.  Pratt, 
I  find  a  memorandum  of  his  expenses  from  Saybrook  to 
New  York,  on  horseback,  to  purchase  goods,  Dec.  7th,  1775, 
as  follows : 

a,         d. 
From  Saybrook  to  Killingsworth .  4 

Guilford,  night 2  6 

Dec.  8 — N.  Haven  Ferry 6 

VV.  Haven 1  4 

Milford 1  I 

Stratford,  Ferry 4 

Stratford,  night 2  9 

Dec.  9— Fairfield 1  3 

Norwalk 6 

Stamford 9 

Horseneck. > 2 

Hunts I  4 

Kingsbridge 1  6| 


16 


Hi 


[A".  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 


Sub-Marine  Panoply  of  Capt.  Taylor. 

The  Gunner  of  our  Navy  Yard,  yesterday,  put  on  the 
sub-marine  panoply  of  Capt.  Taylor,  and  descended  by  the 
side  of  the  steam  frigate  under  the  water.  He  reached  the 
bottom,  where  he  wandered  about  till  the  spectators,  anxious 
to  see  him,  or  the  results  of  his  discoveries,  demanded  his 
re-appearance  ;  accordingly,  became  up,  quite  delighted  with 
his  excursion.  He  was  supplied  with  fresh  air  by  means  of 
a  forcing  pump  and  a  long  tube  of  gum  elastic.  He  could 
have  remained  under  the  water,  as  he  says,  for  a  week,  pro- 
vided some  one  could  have  provided  him  with  crackers  and 
cheese.  The  apparatus  is  going  on  board  the  U.  S.  Ship 
Delaware,  where  its  utility  may  perhaps  be  tested  during  her 
[  cruise. — JV",  American  of  Aug.  31. 
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Quarterly  averages  of  tlie  Bank  of  England, 


The  following  is  part  of  a  review  of  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  banks  of  issue  that 
omit  the  review  of  the  evidence,  confining  ourselves  entirely  to  that  which  relates  to  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of 

In  1835,  a  loan  of  fifteen  millions  was  negotiated,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  paid  to  the  claimants  as  their 
claimants  were  paid.     The  effect  of  this  was  to  leave  the  money  market  in  precisely  the  same  situation  as  if  no  loan  had^ 
there  were  no  real  ones,  and  we  have  therefore  deducted  the  quarterly  average  amount  from  both  sides  of  the  account — 
ration  of  the  institution. 


Quarter  ending 


1832. 

April  3 

July  3 

October  1  . . . . 

1833. 

January  1 . . . . 

April  2 

July  2 

October  1 . . . . 
December  3 1  . 

1834. 

April  1 

July  1 

September  30 
December  30  . , 

1835. 

March  31 

June  30 , 

September  29. , 
December  29 . , 

1836. 

March  29 

June  28 

September  27. , 
December  29 . . 

1837. 

March  28 

June  27 

September  26  . 
December  26 . . 

1838. 

March  27 

June  26 , 

September  25. . 
December  24 . . 

1839. 

March  26 

June  25 

September  24  . 
December  31 . . 

Average 


1. 

Banking  capi- 
tal and  circu- 
lation. 


21,098,000 
20,365,000 
20,517,000 


20,442,000 
21,573,000 
21,464,000 
22,091,000 
20,423,000 


21,398,000 
21,154,000 
21,638,000 
20,603,000 


21,179,000 
20,944,000 
20,926,000 
19,812,000 


20,874,000 
20,704,000 
21,002,000 
20,156,000 


21,627,000 
21,260,000 
21,877,000 
20,538,000 


21,474,000 
21,649,000 
22,488,000 
20,874,000 


21,010,000 
20,710,000 
20,955,000 
19,369,000 


21,005,000 


Permanent 
private  de- 
posits. 


500,000 


1,166,000 
2,166,000 
1,333,000 
1,333,000 


1,500,000 
1,900,000 
1,800,000 
2,200,000 


2,300,000 
3,367,000 
3,966,000 
4,100,000 


1,900,000 
933,000 
900,000 

1,166,000 


233,000 


1,024,000 


3. 

Permanent 
public  de- 
posits. 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,000,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 
2,500,000 


Total  perma- 
nent means. 


2,500,000 


23,598,000 
22,865,000 
23,017,000 


22,922,000 
24,073,000 
23,964,000 
24,591,000 
23,423,000 


25,064,000 
25,820,000 
25,471,000 
24,436,000 


25,179,000 
25,344,000 
25,226,000 
24,512,000 


25,679,000 
26,571,000 
27,468,000 
26,756,000 


26,027,000 
24,693,000 
25,277,000 
24,204,000 


24,207,000 
24,149,000 
24,988,000 
23,374,000 


23,510,000 
23,210,000 
23,455,000 
21,869,000 


24,529,000 


5. 

Securities. 


24,246,000 
23,557,000 
23,966,000 


22,820,000 
24,289,000 
22,838,000 
24,244,000 
23,576,000 


25,970,000 
27,593,000 
28,649,000 
26,179,000 


26,406,000 
25,678,000 
25,708,000 
24,360,000 


24,503,000 
26,852,000 
29,296,000 
29,668,000 


29,315,000 
26,932,000 
26,461,000 
22,406,000 


22,865,000 
22,354,000 
22,79:^,000 
30,910,000 


23,006,000 
23,934,000 
25,860,000 
22,514,000 


24,992,000 


Excess  of  se- 
curities over 
permanent 
means. 


648,000 
692,000 
949,000 


216,000 


153,000 


906,000 
1,773,000 
3,178,000 
1,743,000 


1,227,000 
334,000 
482,000 


281,000 
1,828,000 
2,912,000 


3,288,000 
2,239,000 
1,184,000 


724,000 

2,405,000 

645,000 


869,000 


Amount  of  securities,  No.  5 24,992,000 

Permanent  means.  No.  4 24,529,000 

Excess  of  Securities,  No.  6 869,000 

25,392,000 

Excess  of  Meaijs,  No.  7 406,000 

24,992,000 
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from  1S32  to  1S39;  botU  inclusive. 

appeared  some  time  since  in  the  National  Gazette.  Owing  to  the  great  length  of  the  paper,  we  have  been  compelled  to 
England. 

claims  were  adjusted.  The  bank  received  the  money  and  invested  it  as  received,  selling  out  its  securities  a^ain  as  (he 
been  made.  The  insertion  of  so  large  a  sum  in  the  accounts  of  1835  and  1836,  would  make  al>parent  diiferences  wheft 
from  the  deposits  and  the  securities.     With  this  exception  the  following  table  presents  a  complete  view  of  all  the  ope- 


Quartcr  ending 


1832. 


April  3  . . 
July  3  . . . 
October  1 


1833. 


January  1. . . 

April  2 

July  2 

October  1 . . . 
December  3 1 , 


1834. 


April  1 

July  1 

September  30. 
December  30 . 


1835. 


March  31 

June  30 

September  29 
December  29 . 


1836. 


March  29 

June  28 

September  27. 
December  29  . 


1837. 


March  28 

June  27 

September  26 
December  26 . 


1838. 


March  27  ... , 

June  26 

September  25. 
December  24  . 


1839. 


March  26 

June  25 

September  24 
December  31 . 


Average 


Excess  of  per 
manent  means 
over  securities, 


102,000 

1,126,000 
347,000 


152,000 


1,176,000 


1,798,000 


1,342,000 
1,795,000 
2,195,000 
2,464,000 


504,000 


406,000 


8. 
Bullion. 


5,354,000 
5,780,000 
7,404,000 


8,983,000 
10,068,000 
10,673,000 
10,905,000 

9,948,000 


9,431,000 
8,659,000 
7,543,000 
6,726,000 


6,378,000 
6,219,000 
6,235,000 
6,841,000 


7,789,000 
7,362,000 
5,591,000 
4,414,000 


4,058,000 
4,750,000 
6,451,000 
8,535,000 


10,125,000 
9,727,000 
9,573,000 
9,390,000 


7,328,000 
4,344,000 
2,727,000 
3,244,000 


7,264,000 


Excess  of  securities.  No.  6 869,000 

Excess  of  means,  No.  7 406,000 

463,000 
Bullion,  No.  8 7,264,000 

Amount  of  temporary  means 7,727,000 


9. 

Temporary 
private  de- 
posits. 


5,961,000 
5,910,000 
7,124,000 


7,296,000 
7,950,000 
8,226,000 
8,574,000 
7,727,000 


7,652,000 
6,211,000 
5,518,000 
5,643,000 


5,489,000 
5,019,000 
5,139,000 
4,630,000 


5,212,000 
5,553,000 
4,684,000 
4,826,000 


5,253,000 
6,014,000 
6,582,000 
5,596,000 


7,503,000 
7,432,000 
6,687,000 
6,130,000 


5,406,000 
4,678,000 
4,494,000 
3,507,000 


6,051,000 


10. 

Temporary 
public  de- 
posits. 


41,000 

562,000 

1,229,000 


1,589,000 
2,334,000 
1,421,000 
1,984,000 
2,374,000 


2,685,000 
4,121,000 
5,203,000 
2,726,000 


2,116,000 
1,541,000 
1,578,000 
2,059,000 


1,401,000 
2,093,000 
2,635,000 
2,500,000 


2,093,000 

975,000 

1,053,000 

1,141,000 


1,280,000 
500,000 
691,000 
796,000 


1,418,000 
390,000 
638,000 
382,000 


1,676,000 


11. 

Total  of 

temporary 

means. 


6,002,000 
6,472,000 
8,353,000 


8,885,000 
10,284,000 

9,647,000 
10,558,000 
10,101,000 


10,337,000 

10,332,000 

10,721,000 

8,369,000 


7,605,000 
6,553,000 
6,717,000 
6,689,000 


6,613,000 
7,643,000 
7,319,000 
7,326,000 


7,346,000 
6,989,000 
7,635,000 
6,738,000 


8,783,000 
7,932,000 
7,378,000 
6,926,000 


6,824,000 
5,068,000 
5,132,000 
3,889,000 


7,727,000 


12. 

Total  circula- 
tion of  Great 
Britain  and 
Ireland. 


37,102,000 


37,754,000 
37,548,000 
36,988,000 
37,468,000 


37,422,000 
37,507,000 
36,425,000 
37,041,000 


38,019,000 
38,821,000 
37,901,000 
38,185,000 


37,709,000 
36,934,000 
36,396,000 
37,311,000 


33,247,000 
39,145,000 
38,247,000 
40,105,000 


39,940,000 
39,517,000 
37,128,000 
37,100,000 


37,838,000 


Temporary  deposit?.  No.  9 6,051 ,000 

"  "         No.  10 1,676,000 

Total 7,727,000 
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Column  No.  1,  contains  a  view  of  the  quarterly  average 
amount  of  barikhig  capital  and  circulation.  The  original 
capital  was  lent  to  the  government,  and  the  institution  uses 
in  its  banking  operations  only  its  "surplus,"  in  the  returns 
usually  styled  "rest,"  which  in  the  course  of  this  period 
varied  from  about  2^  to  three  millions.  The  circulation  va- 
ried from  £19,665,000  to  £16,732,000.  An  examination 
of  this  column  will  show  how  nearly  constant  is  the  amount 
of  these  two  items.  The  average  is  £21,003,000,  and  the 
greatest  excess  is  £1,483,000,  or  about  seven  per  cent, 
while  the  variation  in  the  opposite  direction  is  between  seven 
and  eight  per  cent.  Even  these  variations  would  not  have 
taken  place  but  for  rapid  changes  in  the  general  conduct  of 
the  operations  of  the  bank.  The  amount  was  lowest  in  De- 
cember last,  when  the  institution,  in  consequence  of  an  ex- 
traordinary expansion  of  its  loans  during  the  preceding  sum- 
mer, was  in  extreme  difficulty,  and  was  compelled  to  have 
recourse  to  every  means  in  its  power  to  save  itself  from 
stopping  payment.  If  we  omit  this  quarter  the  lowest  is 
£19,812,000,  or  little  more  than  five  per  cent,  below  the 
general  average.  Had  the  operations  of  the  institution  been 
more  steady,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  whole  variation 
of  the  period  would  not  have  amounted  to  a  single  million. 
With  all  its  unsteadiness,  dnving  tiuentii-fuiir  quarters,  the 
sum  exceeded,  or  fell  short  of  the  average  less  than  £600,000. 

By  a  comparison  of  the  amounts  in  this  column   with 
those  in  No.  6,  it  will  be  seen  how  slight  is  the  tendency  in  j 
the  circulation  to  increase,  or  decrease,  with  increase,  or  de- 
crease in  the  loans  of  the  bank.    In  September,  1834,  when  , 
the  latter  were  very  great,   the  former  exceeded   by  only 
£174,000  the  amount  that  existed  in  July  1H3  \  when  they  ' 
were  very  small.     From  March  to  September  1836,  the  in- ! 
crease  of  loans  was  great  while  the  circulation  increased  only  i 
£128,000.    Violent  changes  of  policy  tend  to  produce  tem-  I 
porary  changes  in  the  amount  required,  while  a  steady  policy  ' 
would  show  the  circulation  almost  a  constant  quantity.  Even 
with  all  the  extraordinary  variations  that  are  here  shown  in 
the  amount  of  loans,   the  whole  difference  was  but   three 
millions,  a  sum  too  small  to  produce  any  material  effect  upon 
the  community. 

No.  2,  gives  the  account  of  a  loan  to  the  Bank  from  the 
East  India  company.  The  latter  had  at  their  command  a 
considerable  amount  of  capital  for  which  they  could  have 
no  use  for  a  long  time,  and  it  was  deemed  better  to  |>lace  it 
with  the  bank  on  interest,  than  to  loan  it  out  themselves.  It 
was  a  deposit  not  subject  to  recal  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
owners,  and  the  former,  by  employing  it,  produced  no  more 
effect  upon  the  money  market  than  would  have  been  pro- 
duced had  the  latter  themselves  used  it.  Had  it  not  been  ' 
invested  in  securities,  it  must  have  been  retained  in  the  form  j 
of  bullion,  and  the  withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  would 
have  created  a  disturbance,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
course  that  was  pursued.  It  is  not  strictly  accurate  to  include 
such  fund  among  the  pei-manent  means  of  the  bank,  but  a 
deposit  for  a  period  of  years  is  so  entirely  under  the  control 
of  the  institution  that  it  may  be  used  with  almost  the  same 
freedom  as  if  it  constituted  a  portion  of  the  capital. 

No.  3,  contains  that  portion  of  the  public  deposits  that 
may  be  deemed  permnneiit,  and  which  may  be  used  by  the 
bank  with  entire  confidence  that  the  owner  will  not  have 
occasion  to  demand  it. 

No.  4,  gives  the  sum  of  the  previous  columns,  which  may 
be  termed  the  permanent  means  of  the  bank.  The  average 
is  shown  to  have  been  £24,259,(00.  Excluding  the  East 
India  loan,  the  total  variation  is  the  same  as  that  shown  in 
column  No.  1,  much  of  which  is  due  to  violent  changes  re- 
sulting from  the  use  of  the  temporary  means  of  the  institu- 
tion. It  will  readily  be  seen  that  il  the  loans  had  been  limit- 
ed to  the  amounts  here  given,  no  alteratinn  tvmild  ever 
have  taken  place  but  that  -which  ivas  proiluceit  by  the  com- 
ttmnity  itself.  If  the  activity  of  trade  required  an  occasional 
'  increase  of  circulation,  the  securities  would  rise  therewith, 
and  vice  versa.  Under  such  a  system  we  deem  it  highly 
doubtful  if  the  amount  would  ever  have  exceeded  or  fallen 
short  of  the  average  more  than  half  a  million  of  pounds. 

No.  5,  contains  the  amount  of  securities  actually  held, 
the  average  of  which  exceeds  only  £463,000  the  average  of 


permanent  means.  It  thus  appears  that  the  gain  to  the  in- 
stitution by  overtrading  has  been  so  nearly  absorbed  by  a 
corresponding  necessity  at  other  times,  for  trading  below  its 
permanent  means,  that  the  gross  amount  of  gain  is  only  the 
interest  upon  £46  5,(JO;',  or  loss  than  £2(;,('00  per  annum. 
Against  this  are  to  be  put  the  losses  that  have  been  produced 
by  violent  changes  in  the  value  of  the  property  of  its  debtors, 
which,  witliout  doubt,  must  equal,  if  they  do  not  exceed, 
that  amount.  We  deem  it  absolutely  certain,  that  the  profits 
of  the  bank  ivonld  have  been  greater  under  a  steady  sys- 
tem than  they  have  been  tinder  tlint  which  has  been  pur-' 
sved,  while  those  of  the  community  would  have  been  far 
greater,  producing  a  constantly  increasing  tendency  to  the 
application  of  talent  and  ca{)ital  in  aid  of  production,  and 
enabling  the  bank  to  obtain  a  steady  rate  of  interest  some- 
what higher  than  that  resulting  from  making  loans  some- 
times at  three,  and  at  others  at  six  per  cent.,  the  average  of 
which  has  been  a  shade  below  four  per  cent. 

Nos.  6  and  7,  show  the  changes  of  policy  that  have  oc- 
curred. An  examination  of  them  cannot  fail  to  satisfy  the 
reader  of  the  causes  of  the  great  variations  in  the  value  of 
property  that  we  have  recently  seen.  'I'he  year  1832  was  a 
year  of  excitement,  produced  by  overaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Bank,  which  was  compelled  to  call  in  the  bullion  it  had  part- 
ed with.  Prices  fill,  and  many  were  ruined.  Confidence  was 
impaired,  and  the  bank  found  it  difficult  to  employ  the  per- 
manent means  at  its  command.  In  the  following  year  trade 
revived,  and  in  1834  we  find  the  bank  stimulating  it  by  is- 
suing three  millions  of  bullion  it  had  collected.  Here  was 
a  change  in  fifteen  months  of  £4,3UO,0C0,  The  rise  of 
prices  produced  an  influx  of  commodities  and  of  public  se- 
curities,* and  it  became  necessary  to  recall  the  bullion  that 
had  been  issued.  In  March  18 -.6  we  find  the  securities 
£1,176,000  beloiv  the  permanent  means,  being  a  change  in 
eighteen  months,  of  £4,3U0,  00.  The  bullion  thus  recalled 
remained  but  a  short  time  with  the  bank,  for  we  find  it  in 
March,  1837,  holding  securities  exceeding  the  permanent 
means  by  about  three  millions,  the  currency  having  been 
expanded  by  the  issues  of  that  amount  of  bullion,  to  be  ex- 
changed for  foreign  stock,  the  prices  of  which  advanced  ma- 
terially.! Here  was  a  change  of  £4.3O0,(  00  in  a  single 
year.  Again  was  resumed  the  process  of  collecting  bullion, 
and  in  December,  1838,  we  find  its  securities  nearly  two 
and  a  half  millions  behnu  its  permanent  means.  Having, 
with  infinite  difficulty,  increased  its  treasury  to  above  nine 
millions,  the  next  operation  was  to  issue  il  out  in  purchase 
of  securities,  and  in  September,  1839,  we  find  it  with  loans 
exceeiliiig  its  permanent  means  by  £2,400,' /OO,  thus  making 
a  change  in  nine  months  of  nearly  five  millions.  The  na- 
tural eHect  was,  a  rise  in  the  prices  of  stocks,  and  an  influx 
of  Americm  securities.:): 

Now  again  it  began  to  collect  bullion,  and  at  the  risk  of 
ruin  to  a  large  portion  of  the  commercial  community,  it  forced 
down  its  excess  of  securities  to  £645,000.  Thus  for  eight 
years  has  it  been  employed  in  collecting  and  dispersing  bul- 
lion. At  one  moment  every  effort  has  been  made  to  accu- 
mulate it,  and  at  the  next  it  has  been  issued  for  the  purchase 
of  every  descrifition  of  security  ;  the  consequence  of  which 
has  been  a  constant  transition  from  the  lowest  state  of  de- 
pression to  the  wildest  excitement.  Prices  have  ri.sen  as  bul- 
liim  has  been  issued,  and  they  have  fallen  as  it  has  been  re- 
called. No  man  has,  for  any  length  of  time,  had  any  cer- 
tainty of  the  value  of  his  property. 

Column  8.  gives  the  variations  in  the  amount  of  bullion 
held  by  the  bank,  and  No,  11  the  amount  that  would  have 

*  "  From  November,  1 834,  to  March,  1 835,  there  was  an 
enormous  speculation  in  the  prices  of  i^'outh  American  slocks, 
which  caused  an  advance  to  a  great  extent,  and  brought  a 
large  import  of  foreign  stock  from  all  parts  of  the  continent." 
Mr.  J.  H.  Palmer,  Hepart,  p.  106. 

f  "  The  loss  of  bullion  by  the  bank  between  the  first  of 
April  and  first  of  September,  1836,  I  believe  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  excess  in  the  American  securities."  Ibid. 
Report,  p.  115, 

t  Ibid.  p.  119. 
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been  held,  bad  it  limited  its  investments  to  tbe  amount  of 
its  permanent  means,  leaving  its  temporary  means  in  tbe 
form  of  bullion,  increasinjT  or  decreasing'  in  amount,  as  its 
customers  thought  fit  to  deposit,  or  to  recal  it.  The  ivhole 
business  of  the  institution  xvjnhl  then  have  been  re^nUited 
bit  the  c'linmnnity,  it  beinff  a  [yerfcct  autntnattc  machine. 
While  tbe  amount  of  its  securities  was  regulated  by  the 
quantity  of  circulation  in  use,  tbe  amount  of  its  bullion 
would  have  been  determined  by  its  deposits,  and  they,  like 
the  circulation  would  have  been  nearly  a  constant  quantity, 
fluctuating  perhaps  between  five  and  seven  millions,  instead 
of  rising  to  eleven  and  falling  to  two. 

We  will  now  hriefly  show  the  working  of  the  proposed 
system.  Let  us  suppose  that  on  a  given  day  the  bank  has 
a  circulation  of  twenty  millions,  for  which  she  holds  secu- 
rities, and  deposits  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions,  for  which 
she  has  bullion — that  in  the  course  of  the  following  week 
she  has  returned  to  her,  notes  to  the  amount  of  £200,000, 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  depositors, — and  that  in  tbe 
next  j£300,0(JO  are  withdrawn  in  bullion  for  exportation. 
The  following  is  the  state  of  atfairs  at  the  two  latter  periods. 

Circulation.     Securities,  Deposits.         Bullion. 

1st. .  .19,800,000.  .20,000,000. . .  10,200,000.  .10,000,000 
2d  . .  .19,80  i,000.  .20,000,000. .  .10,000,000. .   9,800,OCO 

The  fact  of  the  return  of  an}'  part  of  the  circulation  is 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  an  excess  in  that  proportion  of 
the  currency,  requiring  correction,  which  correction  is  now 
being  made  by  the  public.  Its  conversion  subsequently  into 
gold  for  exportation  is  evidence  of  the  existence  of  an  excess 
in  the  currency  generally.  'J'o  re-issue  the  notes  thus  re- 
turned would  be  to  re-produce  the  excess,  and  with  it  a  ne- 
cessity for  farther  correction.  As  fast  as  issued  they  would 
be  brought  back  and  gold  would  be  demanded  for  them,  the 
public  thus  enforcing  the  remedy  just  as  steadily  as  the  bank 
directors  were  producing  the  disease.  If  the  latter  persisted 
for  any  length  of  time,  they  would  find  themselves  drained 
of  bullion,  in  consequence  of  a  constant  eflbrt  to  compel  the 
public  to  keep  on  hand  a  larger  amount  of  notes  than  they 
wanted,  precisebj  as  they  have  been  on  recent  occasions. 

The  remedy  for  an  excess  of  currency  is  a  reduction  of 
the  amount.  Had  the  directors  at  the  close  of  the  first  of 
the  two  weeks  above  given,  sold  jE300,000  of  their  securities, 
they  would  thereby  have  absorbed  £200,000  of  the  unem- 
ployed capital  remaining  on  deposit,  and  rc-estal)lished  the 
equilibrium,  thus  preventing  any  necessity  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  capital  in  quest  of  employment.  The  account  would 
then  have  stood  thus, — 

19,800,000      19,800,000      10,000/00      10,000,000 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  deposits  were  converted  into  circu- 
lation, it  would  be  evidence  of  a  slight  deficiency  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  bank  might,  with  propriety,  exchange  an  equal 
amount  of  its  gold  for  securities. 

Under  such  a  system  there  would  have  been  no  revulsions 
to  alarm  the  prudent  and  drive  them  from  trade.  On  the 
contrary,  steady  action  and  profitable  business  would  have 
tended  to  increase  the  number  of  persons  among  whom  to 
select  its  customers,  to  increase  the  permanent  value  of  capi- 
tal, and  to  increase  the  dividends  of  the  stockholders.  Wliile 
the  proprietors  of  the  bank  were  thus  benefited,  the  people 
of  England  would  have  been  enabled  to  avoid  losses,  to  the 
extent  probably  of  fifty  millions  of  pounds,  resulting  from 
the  violent  revulsions  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  South 
America,  India,  and  in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  world, 
produced  by  the  extraordinary  unsteadiness  that  has  been 
displayed.  The  directors  on  their  part  would  have  avoided 
the  anxiety  resulting  from  the  exi.-itencc  of  large  liabilities 
accompanied  by  small  means;  and  they  would  have  been 
spared  the  humiliation  of  seeking  aid  from  tbo  Continent. 
All  would  have  been  benefited. 

It  is  usual  to  attribute  the  difTiculties  of  the  institution  to 
a  necessity  for  importing  corn,  but  a  moment's  examination 
of  the  above  table  will  satisfy  the  reader  that  if  it  retained 
in  its  possession,  in  bullion,  all  that  portion  of  its  means  that 
could  be  considered  temporary,  it  would  be  entirely  unim- 
portant whether  the  owners  thereof  withdrew  it,  or  left  iX  in 
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its  vaults.  If  corn  were  needed,  the  owners  of  bullion  woultl 
exchange  their  commodity  for  the  one  they  wanted,  and  the 
bank  would  have  no  occasion  to  know  that  any  such  trans-- 
action  had  taken  place.  Perfect  steadiness  in'the  currency 
is  perfectly  consistent  with  variations  in  the  crops.  They 
have  no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other. 

It  may  be  asked  why  the  use  of  the  money  of  individual 
depositors  can  be  more  calculated  to  produce  unsteadiness 
than  that  of  the  East  India  loan  above  referred  to.  The  an- 
swer is  that  the  East  India  Company  conid  not  use  its  oivn 
ca/r'ta',  and  therefore  placed  it  in  tbe  hands  of  the  bank 
until  the  time  should  arrive  when  it  could  do  so;  whereas 
individual  depositors  never  willingly  j)ermit  their  capital  to 
lie  unproductive,  and  are  always  seeking  the  means  of  in- 
vesting it.  The  man  who  has  £iO(;0  in  his  desk  and  is 
seeking  to  employ  it,  produces  a  certain  effect  upon  ths 
market;  but  if,  while  thus  engaged,  he  places  it  for  safe 
keeping  with  a  man  who  uses  it,  a  double  effect  is  produced. 
His  £1000  is  invested  while  he  is  in  the  market  seeking  for 
an  opportunity  to  make  it  yield  him  interest.  Prices  rise 
in  consequence  of  this  double  action. 

In  regard  to  the  public  deposits,  wc  have  had  abundant 
evidence  of  the  injury  that  may  result  from  permitting  them 
to  be  employed  to  an  unlimited  extent.  The  excess  of  re- 
ceipts in  18-3.5  and  1&3C  was  chiefly  at  New  York,  and  at 
the  land  olliccs  of  the  west.  As  fast  as  it  was  accumulated 
at  the  first  it  was  lent  out  to  the  merchants  to  enable  them 
to  extend  their  importations,  and  thus  increase  the  surplus 
revenue.  In  the  west,  it  was  lent  to  land  speculators  who 
paid  it  to  the  Government  on  one  day,  and  on  the  next  bor- 
rowed it  from  tbe  bank  to  buy  more  land.  The  Government 
parted  with  its  land  for  which  it  held  the  engagement  of  a 
deposit  hank,  and  the  latter  held  the  note  of  the  land-jobber. 
In  the  same  way,  the  surplus  of  the  British  revenue  being 
lent  out  to  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  and  London  must 
have  the  tendency  to  stimulate  importations  and  increase  tbe 
surplus  to  be  lent  out  by  the  bank. 

England  is  the  great  market  for  gold  and  silver  of  fhc 
world,  and  there  is.  consequently  towards  it  a  constant  stream 
of  those  commodities.  They  are  arrested  on  their  way  troni 
the  place  of  production  to  that  of  consumption,  and  pass 
from  hand  to  hand  for  a  short  time,  but  their  tendency  to 
the  crucible  of  the  goldsmith  is  constant,  and  their  termina- 
tion there  inevitable.  That  country  is  to  the  monetary  world 
what  the  ocean  is  to  the  physical,  and  the  tendency  of  water 
to  the  latter  is  not  greater  nor  more  steady  than  wonld  bo 
that  of  bullion  to  England,  were  fhc  level  preserved  as  stea- 
dily. The  slightest  excess  of  water  in  any  quarter  is  mark- 
ed by  an  increase  of  tiiat  tendency — while  with  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  sup[)ly  its  movements  become  more  sluggish. 
Were  the  ocean  to  chimie  its  level  40,  5),  or  lUO  feet  at  a 
time  as  does  the  currency  of  England,  we  should  then  not 
only  see  the  usual  flow  arrested,  but  a  contrary  current  would 
be  established,  producing  ruin  in  all  parts  of  the  earth.  Prc- 
ciscl)'  such  is  the  efli'ct  produced  by  England  when  she 
compels  tlie  export  of  bullion  to  the  countries  which  pro- 
duce gold  and  silver — a  trade  as  unnatural  as  would  be  the 
expoit  of  cotton  to  the  United  States,  or  of  tea  to  China. 

It  may  be  said  that  even  were  the  bank  regular  in  her 
operations,  she  could  not  control  the  movements  of  the  other 
Hanks.  Such  is  not  the  case.  She  has  been  unable  to  regu- 
late theoi  in  time  past,  because,  from  her  own  irregularity  of 
action,  she  has  been  unable  even  to  control  her  own  move- 
ments. With  ficrfect  steadiness  on  her  part,  every  change 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom  would  be  as  readilj-  ob.s-ervcif 
as  are  variations  in  the  temperature,  by  the  nicest  thermo- 
meter. Column  12  gives  a  view  of  the  total  circulation  of 
the  United  kingdom,  for  '25  quarterly  periods,  the  average  of 
which  has  been  £37,8.18,001'.  Eighteen  of  the.se  average* 
show  a  variairon,  upwards  or  downwards,  of  less  than 
£750,000.  The  greatest  excess  is  £2,267,000,  and  the 
greatest  variation  in  the  contrary  direction  is  £1 ,4,2') ,000. 
if  allowance  be  made  for  the  increase  of  population,  and  the 
gradual  extension  of  trade  and  of  banks  throughout  Ireland, 
the  excess  will  be  reduced  to  a  niillion  and  a  half,  showing 
a  variation,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  point,  of  three 
millions,  or  about  eight  per  cent.  Mucliof  this  lias  been  pro' 
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ducctl  by  the  violent  changes  in  the  action  of  the  bank,  and 
would  not  have  occurred  under  a  dill'crent  system,  but  if  \vc 
even  admit  that  equal  variations  would  have  occurred,  the 
amount  is  too  trifling  to  be  worthy  of  much  consideration, 
although  it  is  higlily  desirable  to  have  perfect  stcaKJiness. 

>Ve  now  close  this  review,  trusting  that  our  readers  will 
be  sAtislied  that  it  is  piissible  to  cstabli.sli  a  system  of  such 
perfectly  steady  action  that  the  nvovemenls  of  the  world  may 
be  measured  by  it.  We  approve  of  [>erfect  freedom  of  ac- 
tion, but  as  it  is  higliiy  unlikely  tliat  the  Bank  of  England 
will  be  divc^ted  of  tlie  monopoly  that  she  enjoys,  we  have 
desired  to  show  that  siic  may  exercise  her  privileges  in  a 
manner  that  will  prevent  all  lurther  injury,  and  that  not  j 
only  without  loss  to  her  stockholders,  but  with  positive  ad- 
vantage to  them.  What  is  true  of  her  is  equally  true  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Our  bank^s  have  been  led  away  by 
the  idea  of  privileges,  for  which  they  have  |)aid,  and  which 
they  have  desired  to  use,  and  the  consequence  has  been  that 
the  dividends  have  been  less  than  tliey  would  have  been 
under  a  system  of  perfect  freedom  of  competition.  All  the 
banks  of  this  State  have  divided,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
/ess  than  6  I-IO  per  cent.  The  average  of  the  dividends  of 
Massachusetts  and  Khode  Island,  where  freedom  has  been 
almost  perfect,  has  been  nearer  the  value  of  money  in  those 
States  than  it  has  been  in  our  own.  Over-trading  produces 
a  necessity  for  under-trading  and  not  only  is  the  excess  of 
gain  lost,  but  there  is  accumulated  a  mass  of  bad  debts  tend- 
ing to  deprive  the  stockholders  of  dividends  altogether  for  a 
time,  as  we  have  so  recently  seen.  'J'he  receiver  of  eigiit 
])cr  cent,  ia  one  year  has  nothing  in  the  next,  and  is  obliged 
to.  congratulate  himself  if  his  capital,  though  unjiroiitable,  is 
^ct  whole. 

What  is  to  be  the  system  of  this  country  for  the  manage- 
mervt  of  the  public  revenues  is  a  quction  now  to  be  settled. 
It  may  bj  by  a  Nation  j1  Bank— an  association  of  State 
Banks,  or  a  single  State  bank.  In  any  case,  those  who  find 
themselves  charged  with  the  organization  of  the  system  may 
benefit  by  a  careful  examinati'in  of  the  working  of  that  of 
England,  and  thus  the  view  thereof  which  we  now  submit 
may  t)econ>e  useful.  If  great  powers  are  to  be  granted, 
— if  a  regulator  is  to  be  established, — it  is  essential  that  it 
should  be  subjected  to  such  l.iws  as  would  render  its  own 
action  perfectly  uniform,  and  thus  enable  it  to  detect  and 
correct  iiregularity  elsewhere.  The  greatest  of  regulators, 
is,  ho'wever,  perfect  freedom  of  trade,  necitring  luiUmited 
Lom[)etitio7i. 

Bicknell's  Reporter  of  the  3 1st  ult.  says: — "The  ease  in 
the  money  market  which  we  have  chronicled  from  week  to 
week,  for  tlie   last  two  or  three  months,  still  continues  in 
Philadelphia.  We  have  made  some  inquiries  within  the  last 
lew  days  and  learn  from  one  or  two  of  our  most  extensive 
brokers,  th:it  this  condition  of  things  is  altiibutcd  rather  to 
the  limited  demand,  than  to  any  extraordinary  superabund- 
ance of  means.    'I'heir  opinion  is,  that  any  new  and  certain 
channel  of  investment,  or  any  particular  activity  in  trade, 
would  immediately  make  money  more  sought  after,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  thmc,  produce  some  degree  of  con- 
traction. StOL'ks  were  never  more  depressed  in  Philadelphia 
than  during  the  week  which  has  just  gone  by.     One  or  two 
days,   United   Stales  Bank  sold  as  low  as  9]  a  10.     This, 
for  $100  paid     and  in  some  cases  for  $120 ;  and  on  a  capi- 
tal of  §3.'^,00U,000,  shows  at  a  glance,  what  immense  sums 
must  have  been  sacrificed,  in  this  single  institution,  at  home 
and  abroad.     Piiiiadelphia  has  no  douht  suffered  to  the  ex- 
tent of  several  millions.     But  almost  every  description  of 
stock  seems  to  be  more  or  less  aflc-cted.    Philadelphia  Bank, 
the  par  price  of  which  is  $iOJ   has   been   selling  for  some 
time  past,  at  from  $75  to  $7H,  and  this  is  believed  to  be  one 
of  our  best  conducted  insthutions.  'J'he  Girard  Bank,  which 
we  all  remember  was  in  demand  something  like  two  years 
ago  at  $00,  now  sells  at  $28  and  $  j9.  The  Vicksburg  Bank, 
sold  a  day  or  two  ago  as  low  as  $\l  per  share,  or  lower  than 
at  any  other  point  in  its  history.  But  a  few  years  have  gone 
by,  since  it  was  in  demand  at  more  than  §100.  The  Schuyl- 
kill Navigation  shares  now  sell  at  §46  and  $47.  Two  years 


since,  the  price  was  $1 50.  But  even  our  State  stocks,  which 
some  of  our  contemporaries  contend  are  in  every  respect  un- 
questionable, sell  now  20  per  cent,  lower  than  they  did  in 
1839.  Thus  Pennsyhania  fives,  redeemable  in  l^i50,  and 
which  but  a  brief  period  since  were  in  demand  at  a  premium, 
can  now  bs  obtained  at  $8J  per  share.  'I'hese  are  lamentai- 
b!e  facts,  and  sfieak  trumpet  tongued  as  to  the  vicissitudes  in 
the  stock  market,  and  the  miihons  that  must  have  been  losS 
by  those  whose  property  was  invested  in  such  unsubstantial 
products. 

A  calculation  showing  the  rv^la'ive  value  of  the  stocks 
held  in  Pennsylvania  now  and  three  years  ago,  would  be  au 
interesting  document.  The  wisest  and  best  of  our  citizens 
have  lieen  deceived.  It  wiJl  be  seen  that  we  have  mentianed 
onlil  <i  portion  of  the  stocks  that  have  been  boaght  and  sold 
so  freely  in  our  market  within  the  last  few  years.  The  pic- 
ture it  presents  is  frightful  indeed.  It  will  he  seen  that  oui 
of  a"  capital  of  little  more  than  u.rtytii'o  millions  of  dollars> 
there  is  an  aggregate  loss  of  nearly  fifty-seven  millions ! ! ! 
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Schuylkill  Loans. . 

2,200,000  100 

95 

70 

550,000 

Lehigh  Coal  co.  . . 

l,.500,000i  50 

90 

15 

1,950,000 

Lehigh  Loans 

4,400,000  100 

JOG 

00 

1,760,000 

62,217,300 

56,757,920 

A  River  o»  Fire. 

It  can  no  longer  be  doubted  that  the  Alabamians  are  wak- 
ing up,  as  it  will  appear  by  the  following  article,  that  they 
have  succeeded  in  setting  their  [irincipal  river  on  fire: 

7'he  Tombighee  rixvr  onfre. — While  Mr.  J.  M.  Cooper 
was  prosecuting  the  remova-l  of  McGJrcw's  Shoals,  after 
boring  to  the  depth  of  375  feet  his  auger  suddenly  dropped 
and  entirety  disappeared.  In  the  space  of  some  several  mo- 
ments a  deep  hollow  sound  was  heard,  resembling  the  rurnb- 
bling  noise  of  distant  thunder  from  the  chasm  below,  and 
at  the  same  instant  gushed  forth  from  the  shaft  thus  made, 
a  clear  transparent,  oleaginous  substance  or  liquid,  which 
boils  up  very  similar  to  the  efiervcscence  of  a  boiling  pot; 
and  which,  owing  to  the  sluggishness  of  the  current,  has 
gradually  diflused  itself  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  river. 
A  quantity  has  been  collected,  and  upon  application  of  fire, 
it  is  found  to  burn  equal  to  the  present  sperm  oil. 

To  gratify  curiosity  and  make  further  tests,  fire  has  been 
applied  to  t!ie  oil  on  the  water,  and  the  whote  surface  of  the 
river  is  now  burning,  emitting  a  flame  of  the  most  beautiful 
appearance,  about  6  inches  high,  and  has  already  extended 
about  half  way  down  to  Fort  Stoddard ;  the  reflection  of 
which  upon  the  horizon  at  night,  presents  a  most  sublime 
spectacle,  far  surpassing  in  grandeur  and  beauty  of  appeaj- 
ance  the  aurora  borealis. — Alobile  JoiirnaL 
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llcvlew  of  tlic  Wt-atlicr.  etc.,  for  Augi-.stj  I'^il. 

While  many  parts  of  our  ceuntry  have  been  parchwl  by 
drouglit,  during  tiae  month  just  closed,  this  city  and  vicinity 
Iiave  been  West  with  seasonahie  and  refreshing  rains  during 
the  whole  scasen,  s-3  that  at  no  period,  has  vej;etation  sullcred. 
In  referring  to  our  record  of  th-3  quantity  of  rain  which  has 
fallen  here,  v:e  find  we  have  had,  during  the  eighl  mouths 
-of  the  year  which  have  elapsed,  more  than  the  average  quan- 
tity which  generally  fails  during  a  whole  year.  The  quan- 
tity which  has  fallen  since  :the  first  of  January  last,  being 
forty-one  and  a  quarter  inches.  Forty  inches  being  about 
■Si  yearly  average. 

It  rained  more  or  less  during  the  m  >Rtli  jus*  closed,  on 
•eleven  diH'erent  days  ;  and  the  quantitj'  which  fell,  was  a 
fraction  over  nine  inches.  That  which  fell  during  the  cor- 
^•espondiBg  month  of  last  year,  was  live  and  a  half  inclw's. 

The  terp.perature  of  the  month  was  very  moderate.  The 
medium  or  average  was  71  degrees,  viz:  at  sunrise,  6G  ;  at 
2  o'clock,  80  ;  and  at  10  P.  M.,  71.  In  no  instance  did  the 
mercury  rise  above  87  in  the  shade,  in  the  open  air,  where 
it  received  no  improper  influence  from  the  rays  of  the  sun. 
The  medium  temjierature  of  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year,  was  74,  The  three  summer  months  which  have 
just  closed,  v/ero  in  the  aggregate,  healtliy,  pleasant  and  de- 
lightful, in  this  city  and  vicinity. 

During  the  thunder  storm  of  the  21st,  twe  houses  were 
■struck  by  lightning  in  this  city,  but  not  m;iterJally  injured. 
On  the  same  evening,  two  barns  were  burnt  in  Bucks  coun- 
iy,  and  another  in  (Chester  county,  all  full  of  hay  and  griin. 
The  Revenue  Cutter  Gallatin,  at  Cape  May,  was  also  struck, 
and  her  mast  shivered.  On  the  same  evening,  several  houses 
were  struck  in  New  York  city  ;  and  a  Brooklyn  paper  says, 
the  effect  of  the  electric  fluid  was  experienced  almost  all  over 
Long  Island,  by  entering  buildings,  &c. ;  and  cattle  grazing 
in  the  fields,  were  thrown  violently  down,  apparently  life- 
less, but  resuscitated  in  a  sliort  ti:ne  uninjured. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month,  a  tremendous  rain  storm 
was  experienced  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  car- 
ried away  many  bridges,  did  great  injury  to  the  cotton' crop, 
&c. 

It  is  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that  the  medium  or 
average  temperature  of  the  months  of  July,  1839,  '40,  and 
*4I,  were  exactly  the  same,  viz: — 74.  'I'he  thermometer 
from  which  the  state  of  the  mercury  was  recorded,  haxing 
hung  in  the  same  place  for  fourteen  years,  and  regularly 
marked  down  at  sunrise,  and  at  2  and  10  o'clock,  P.  M. — 
The  summer  of  1838,  being  uncommonly  warm,  the  aver- 
age of  said  month  was  78. 

The  latest  accounts  from  Pittsburg  say,  that  copious  rains 
have  caused  such  a  rise  of  water  in  the  Ohio  river,  that  it 
has  become  in  good  navigable  order. 

Previous  to  the  2Gth  of  August,  the  drought  in  Xew  York 
State,  above  Albany  and  Troy,  was  very  great;  but  the  late 
copious  rains  have  so  revived  vegetation,  that  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  of  a  good   crop   of  potatoes,  but  corn  will  be  very 


ReninrliaTblc  Hail  Storm. 

About  three  o\-lock  yeslcrdny  afternoon,  clouds  were 
shooting  up  from  various  points,  indicating  that  rain  so  long 
needed,  was  abo-ut  to  refresh  the  earth.  Speedily  a  few  large 
drops  came  patting  down,  and  then  all  was  still  again.  But 
the  repose  was  speedily  broken  — the  windows  of  heaven 
seemed  open,  and  such  a  descent  of  hail  we  never  witnesse/1 
for  the  space  of  about  fifteen  minutes.  'J'iie  severity  of  the. 
storm  passed  over  th«  south-eastern  part  of  the  city, — stones, 
clear  as  crystal,  of  the  size  of  musket  balls,  literally  covering 
tiie  ground.  The  windows  in  that  section  unprotected  by 
blinds,  were  left  without  scarcely  a  [lane  of  glass.  One  hun- 
dred were  broken  in  the  house  where  wc  were  at  the  time. 
The  bark  of  young  peach  trees  was  beaten  off  and  the  wood 
itself  considerably  bruised.  Everything  in  the  shape  of  vines 
was  destroyed,  while  the  cabbages  looked  as  though  they 
had  been  assailed  by  mus>ketry.  Tliree  hours  after  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  storm,  we  passed  along  Monroe  street  where  we 
saw  a  winrow  of  those  tncsscngers  from  the  upper  regions. 
Much  damage  must  have  been  -done  in  the  line  of  thia  ex- 
traordinary storm. 

A  gentleman,  Mr.  Adams,  just  from  an  adjacent  town, 
says  that  in  one  building  in  which  he  was,  there  were  from 
sixty  to  eighty  panes  of  glass  broken,  and  that  a  great  many 
of  the  hail  pebble.s,  which  penetrated  the  windows,  were 
ncai-  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg. — Rochester  I).  Adv.  Jliig.  30, 


Defence  of  the  Delaware. 

Mr.  Breck,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  the  defence- 
less condition  of  the  Delaware,  submitted  to  Council  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

In  the  month  of  May  last  the  following  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  Select  Committee,  and  reported  upon  ia 
part  on  the  3d  of  June  : 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  Select  Committee  of  two  members 
from  each  Council  be  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  defenceless  condition  of  the 
river  Delaware,  and  particularly  of  the  city  and  port  of 
Philadelphia;  and  asking  that  Fort  Mifflin  may  be  repaired 
and  suitably  garrisoned,  until  more  sufficient  defences  can 
be  erected  at  the  Pea  Patcli  or  elsewhere,  on  said  river,  and 
that  said  committee  present  the  mem;>rial  to  Councils  at 
their  next  stated  meeting,  for  their  consideration  and  action 
thereoru 

The  committee  appointed  under  that  resolution,  beg  leave 
again  to  report,  more  in  detail,  that  after  going  to  Fort  Mif- 
flin, which  they  visited  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with 
its  present  condition,  they  prepared  a  memorial,  which  hav- 
ing been  adopted  by  Councils,  and  duly  authenticated  by 
the  signatures  of  their  respective  Presidents  and  the  Cor- 
porate Seal,  was  sent  in  four  copies  to  each  House  of  Con- 
gress, to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  liy  Isaac  Roacti, 
Esq.,  as  special  messenger  to  Washington. 

That  gentleman  was  furnished  wiih  letters,  written  on  be- 


short.     A   like   drought   was  experienced  in  a  part  of  this    half  of  the  committee  by  their  chairman,  to  the  President  and 

State,  particularly  in  Dauphin  and  the  adjacent  counties.      j  other  oflicers  of  Government,   and   to   several   members  of 

It  is  said  that  there  will  be  an  abundant  crop  of  potatoes    Congress,  to  whom  Major  Roach  exjilaincd  the  subject  of 


in  Connecticut,  and  a  part  of  Massachusetts ;  but  owing  to 
the  great  drought  in  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  the  ciop 
will  be  small,  and  that  Indian  corn  will  be  very  short. 

The  late  news  of  short  crops  of  wheat  in  England,  has 
caused  a  further  advanceof  wheat  and  flour  in  this  country. 

A  Baltimore  paper  says  that  "  peaches  are  very  abundant, 
very  large,  very  fine,  very  delicious,  and  very  cheap.     The 


the  memorial,  with  the  intelligence  which  his  knowledge  aa 
former  commander  of  Fort  Mifflin  fully  qualified  him  to  do. 
Since  then  the  committee  has  been  in  correspondence 
with,  and  received  efficient  aid  from  Messrs.  Toland,  Inger- 
soll  and  Brown.  By  them  it  was  informed  of  the  appro- 
priation by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars  [liable,  however,  to  a  contingency]  for  the  re- 


report  of  the  failure  of  the  crop'  was  only  raised  to  keep  up  '  construction  of  Fort  Delaware,  on  the  Pea  Patch. 

the  price  as  long  as  possible."    We  wish  they  would  export  [       Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  chairman,  writes 

a  few  thousand  bushels  to  this  city,  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  I  thus :  "  I  paid  the  President  an  olficial  visit,  with  your  letter 

price  which  is  demanded  for  them  here ;  as  it  is  said  that  '  in  my  hand,  requesting  a  particular  interview  with  him.— 

there  are  more  spoiled   by  keeping  them   over  from  day  to  \  He  requested,  whereof  I  would  not  object,  that  he  might  keep 

day,  than  there  are  sold.  A  dollar  a  peck  is  too  high  a  price    the  letter,  promising  all  attention  to  the  business." 

for  even  the  best  peaches  ;  but  to  demand  it  .''or  the  middling,  !       A  few  davs  after  another  letter  was  received  from  the  same 

or  common  size,  is  too  bad.  i  gentleman,  in  which  he  says:    "  The  President  has  taken 

The  past  month  was  one  of  melancholy  and  distressing    occasion  to  inform  me,  that  ihe  subject  of  your  letter  to  me, 
steamboat  disasters  in  the  western  waters.  C.  P.         having  been  referred  by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  body 

Philadelphia,  September  1,  1841.  i  of  Marines  will  be  stationed  in  charge  of  Fort  Mifflin,  until 

\_U.  S.  Gazette.      ;  a  company  of  soldiers  can  be  spared  for  the  purpose." 
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[Seftembek, 


Mr.  Toland,  equally  zealous  in  this  important  matter,  has 
transmitted  to  the  committee,  the  original  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  him  (and  which  accompanies  this  re- 
port as  part  thereof,)  giving  official  assurance  that  a  com- 
pany of  Artillery  will  take  post  at  Fort  MifHin  on  the  first  of 
October  next. 

And  finally,  the  chairman  received  yesterday  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  like  official  assurance  that  a 
Steamer  is  now  being  equip[)ed  for  tiie  service  at  the  Navy 
Yard,  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  being  retained  for  the 
present  in  the  Delaware  for  the  protection  of  the  city. 

The  original  letter  from  the  Navy  Depaitment  accompa- 
nies this,  and  is  also  offorcd  as  part  of  the  report. 

The  committee  having  thus  fully  accomplished  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  appointed,  and  procured  a  good  de- 
gree of  security  against  a  sudden  hostile  invasion  of  our  city 
and  port,  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  Select  Committee  on  the  defence 
of  the  Delauare,  be  discharged. 

Sami.  Bueck,  Chairman. 
Taos.  G.  CosNon, 
Jas.  Y.  Humpuukis, 

Jos.  K.  CUAKDLEll, 

Philadelphia,  August  26,  184L 


Depahtmekt  of  WAnjT. 
August  1.4th,  184L      5 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter,  enclosing  a  communica- 
tion from  Samuel  Bieek,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  the 
river  Delaware,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  company  of  Ar- 
tillery has  been  ordered  to  Fort  Miffiin  to  take  post  on  the 
1st  of  October  next ;  and  that  your  request,  as  to  the  refer- 
ence of  Mr.  Breck's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  has 
been  complied  with. 

Very  Kespcctfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Bell. 
Hon.  George  W.  Toland,  House  of  Representatives. 

Naty  Depaiitment, 7 
23d  August,  184L     3 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  tlie  26th  ult.,  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
G.  W.  Toland,  has  been  referred  to  this  Department.  The 
steamer  referred  to  in  your  communication,  is  now  being 
equi[)ped  for  service  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia,  and 
you  are  informed  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  re- 
tain her  for  the  present  in  the  Delaware  for  the  protection 
of  the  city, 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Bauged. 
Samuel  Breck.  E^q.,  Philadelphia. 


Tiic  AVhale  Flslicry. 

The  Representative  in  Congress  of  the  11th  Congres- 
sional District  of  Massachusetts  has  furnished  a  list  of  the 
vessels  engaged  in  the  whaling  business.  Their  number  and 
ihe  ports  to  which  they  belong,  are  as  follows : 

Nantucket 84 

New  Bedford 189 

Fairhavcn. 48 

Falmouth 10 

Edgar  Town 12 

Holmes' Hole 4 

Province  Town 12 

Total..........       359 

Of  which,  C6  arc  Barks,  Brigs  and  Schooners,  and  all  the 
rest  ships,  many  of  them  of  800  or  900  tons.  'J'his  single 
District  then  has  559  vessels — or,  an  aggregate  of  125,650 
tons  — navigated  by  not  less  than  9000  seamen,  engaged  in 
a  single  branch  of  enterprise. — Baltimore  American- 


Wisconsin  Lead. 

The  Lead  Trade. — Our  citizens  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
were  not  a  little  surjjrised  by  the  appearance  in  our  streets 
of  four  Sucker  teams,  loaded  with  lead  from  the  furnace  of 
Thomas  Parish,  Esq.,  near  Muskoday,  in  Grant  county. — 
These  teams  brought  over  about  ten  tons  of  lead,  to  be  ship- 
ped to  New  York.  It  was  sent  on  the  Madison,  on  Monday. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dousman,  that  lead  can  be  sent 
from  this  place  to  New  Yoik,  for  about  fifty  cents  per  hun- 
dred, and  it  costs  9j  cents  per  hundred  to  deliver  it  here  from 
Muskoday.  making  the  entire  expense  of  transporting  the 
lead  from  the  furnace  to  New  York  about  $1,50  per  hun- 
dred, or  $30  per  ton.  This  is  a  much  less  price  than  it  costs 
to  ship  lead  to  New  York  via  New  Orleans.  We  under- 
stand the  average  cost  by  that  route  is  about  §40  per  ton. 

The  teams  returned  loaded  with  salt,  which  was  obtained 
here  at  about  $3  50  per  barrel.  This  can  be  disposed  of  in 
the  mines  at  about  ^7  per  barrel — a  very  pretty  advance  cer- 
tainly. 

The  teamers  inform  us  that  the  road  is  such  that  they 
did  not  find  the  least  dilliculty  in  getting  through  with  about 
2  tons  on  each  wagon. 

The  greatest  inducement,  however,  which  the  lake  route 
holds  out  to  the  smelter,  over  the  southern  route  for  the  lead 
trade,  is  the  increased  expedition  with  which  their  lead  gets 
to  market.  The  lead  which  arrived  here  on  Saturday  was 
shipped  on  the  Madison  on  Monday,  and  will  be  in  New 
York  within  20  days  from  the  time  it  left  the  furnace,  near 
the  Mississippi  river  ;  and  the  owner  will  get  his  returns  in 
about  four  weeks  from  the  time  the  lead  was  smelted.  A 
gentleman  from  Galena  recently  informed  us  that  he  ship- 
ped, over  90  days  since,  about  $1,5U0  worth  of  lead  to  New 
York  by  the  southern  route,  and  had  not  then  got  his  re- 
turns from  it. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dousman,  that  he  will  ship  in  a 
few  weeks  about  20  tons  more,  wtiich  he  has  purchased  and 
paid  for  in  salt. — Mihvaiikie  Courier. 


'S'rt.'asisry  NoScs. 

-  Treasury  De})artmcnt,~^ 

September  1,  1841.  3 

Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840, 

$26,681,337  53 
Redeemed  of  those  issues 24,864,363  64 

Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $1,816,973  89 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  1841,  viz. 

Prior  to  March  4 $073,68 1   32 

Since  March  4 4,973,251  58 

5,646,932  90 

Redeemed  of  this  issnc 199,266  30 

Leaving  outstanding,  5,447,666  CO 

Agg^i-egatc  outstanding  on  the  1st  instant. . .  $7,261,640  49 

T.  EWING, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Avalanche. 


About  three  weeks  since  near  one  acre  of  Ellis  cliffs  sunk 
into  the  river  with  a  tremendous  crash.  Those  cliffs  are  lo- 
cated about  two  miles  below  Natchez,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  We  are  told  by  a  friend  who  wit- 
nessed the  avalanche  that  the  river  was  in  a  frightful  agita- 
tion— the  waves  ran  mountains  high  for  many  minutes,  and 
dashed  over  the  levees  on  the  Louisiana  side ;  hundreds  of 
fish  were  thrown  out  of  their  element  and  lodged  upon  the 
banks.  If  these  accidents  become  common  to  the  highlands 
on  the  lower  Mississippi,  we  shall  be  sadly  distressed  for 
the  fate  of  old  Natchez  ;  if  her  bluff  does  tumble  down,  we 
wish  it  understood  that  wo  have  no  need  of  the  dirt  on  this 
?ide  of  the  tiver. —  Concordia  Intel,. 


1841.] 


FOSSILIFEROUS  ORE— ARCHITECTURE. 
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REMARKS  I 

Selative  to  the  Fossiliferotis  Ore  of  Pennsylvania,  and  i 
its  Employment  in  the  JMannfactiire  of  Ivon.  Jitf  Piio- 1 
lESSoii  J.  C.  Booth.  i 

In  the  course  of  a  recent  tour  on  the  Susquehanna,  I  had  ' 
an  opportunily  of  making  a  few  observations  relative  to  the 
iron  manufacture,  some  of  which  I  believe  to  possess  suffi- 
cient value  to  be  laid  before  those  who  are  interested  in  this 
foundation  of  national  wealth.  Indeed  it  is  desirable  that  a 
freer  interchange  of  sentiment  should  be  maintained  on  this 
subject,  and  as  many  iron  masters  have  made  important  ob- 
servations in  the  course  of  their  practice,  I  would  suggest  to 
them  that  their  own  interest  lies  in  communicating  such 
knowledge  to  the  public,  by  its  inducing  a  reciprocity  on  the 
part  of  others ;  for  competition  is  less  to  be  feared  in  this 
manufacture  than  in  all  others,  since  the  consumption  of 
iron  will  increase,  at  least,  in  proportion  with  its  production. 

The  hematites,  and  other  ores  of  Pennsylvania,  having 
been  worked  advantageously  for  a  great  length  of  time,  I 
paid  more  particular  attention  to  the  "  fossiliferous  ore," 
which  is  beginning  to  be  more  appreciated  than  formerly, 
and  for  very  good  reasons.  It  is  regularly  stratified,  easy  of 
access,  always  lies  in  the  vicinity  of  limestone,  and'  is,  in  ; 
all  probability,  of  very  great  extent.  For  a  more  full  and 
comprehensive  view  of  this  deposit,  I  refer  to  the  excellent 
series  of  Geological  Reports,  particularly  the  '2d,  4th  and  5th, 
presented  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Professor 
II.  D.  Rogers,  which  are  based  upon  the  extensive  series  of 
observations  made  by  that  gentleman  and  his  assistants. 

At  the  Duncannon  iron  works,  I  was  shown  a  portion  of  j 
chilled  iron,  from  the  hearth  stone  of  a  furnace  in  which  the 
soft  variety  of  the  fossiliferous  ore  had  been  employed.  Be- 
sides pure  silica,  which  separates,  and  appears  sometimes  to 
have  suffered  fusion  in  this  situation,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  pure  metallic  titanium  was  disseminated  through  the  iron, 
and  in  a  few  points,  it  had  separated  somewhat  in  the  form 
of  a  crystalline  efflorescence,  in  which  the  cubical  form  could  ■ 
readily  be  detected  with  a  microscope,  and  in  many  cases  ; 
even  with  the  naked  eye.  Upon  referring  to  the  analysis  of 
this  ore,  (Report  2nd,  p.  44;  4th,  p.  191  to  195;  5lh,  p.  115 
to  117,)  no  trace  of  titanium  being  mentioned,  should  not 
excite  surprise,  when  we  recollect  the  difficulty  of  detecting 
it,  unless  its  presence  should  be  suspected,  and  when  we  re- 
flect on  the  small  amount  in  the  ore  that  might  be  requisite 
to  precipitate  an  appreciable  quantity  of  it  on  the  hearth- 
stones. Beside,  since  this  metal  does  not  appear  to  combine 
with  iron,  nor  to  affect  its  quality,  its  detection  in  the  ore  is 
a  matter  of  inferior  moment,  and  I  have  merely  introduced 
a  notice  of  its  presence  from  the  interest  with  which  it  is  re- 
garded by  those  engaged  in  scientific  pursuits.  Another 
method  by  which  it  may  be  detected  is  to  observe  when  the 
slag  assumes  a  fine  blue  color,  for  Karsten  has  lately  dis- 
covered that  this  color  of  the  slag  is  due  to  the  oxide  of 
titanium. 

A  few  hints  may  not  be  considered  irrelevant  in  regard 
to  the  reduction  of  iron,  which  occurred  to  me  in  observing 
the  ordinary  processes,  particularly  at  Danville.  In  roasting 
ores,  which  is  generally  regarded  as  an  iniportant  preparatory 
step  to  their  reduction,  it  is  inadvisable  to  employ  too  strong 
a  heat,  for  then  the  earthy  materials  and  metallic  oxide  enter 
into  a  stale  of  incipient  fusion,  which  can  be  but  imperfectly 
reduced  in  the  furnace,  and  generally  flow  to  the  hearth  in 
the  state  of  slag.  For  although  the  carbonic  oxide  will  act 
reducingly  on  its  exterior  surface,  the  inner,  being  complete- 
ly enveloped  in  a  compact  cinder,  can  scarcely  be  affected. 
Probably  the  hard  siliceous  ore  requires  less  heat  than  most 
of  the  other  ores  of  iron,  and  indeed  I  give  it  as  my  convic- 
tion, that  if  the  cost  be  not  too  great,  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  to  subject  it  to  a  coarse  pulverization  by  mechanical 
means,  since  there  is  so  small  an  amount  of  volatile  matter 
in  it,  that  simple  roasting  will  not  render  it  sufficiently  porous. 
If  roasting  the  ore  be  still  adhered  to,  nothing  should  be  more 
strictly  watched  than  the  object  in  view,  which  is  to  drive  off 
volatile  matter,  and  render  the  ore  brittle  and  porous,  and 
nothing  can  be  more  injudicious  than  to  apply  a  heat  which 


will  cause  the  ore  to  cake  together,  or  become  cindery,  since 
it  is  then  more  difficult  of  reduction  than  the  ore  in  its  origi- 
nal state. 

Another  point  that  cannot  be  too  much  insisted  on  is  the 
due  and  proper  mixture  of  ores,  and  it  might  almost  seem 
as  if  nature  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  this,  in  presenting 
the  three  varieties  of  ore  in  the  sanie  locality.  It  is  a  well 
ascertained  fact,  that  a  very  large  quantity  of  lime  is  requisite 
to  bring  silica  into  a  fusible  state,  such  as  is  necessary  in  the 
operations  of  the  iron  furnace,  while  a  small  proportion  of 
alumina,  in  addition  to  those  substances,  requires  less  lime, 
and  a  much  less  intense  heat,  to  form  a  perfect  slag,  or  glass. 
Now  it  appears,  from  analysis.  Report  5th,  p.  116,  that  the 
siliceous  ore  consists  almost  wholly  of  peroxide  of  iron  and 
silica,  with  only  one-half  per  cent,  of  alumina,  and  that  the 
calcareous  variety  contains  none,  and  Report  4th,  p.  102,  the 
hard  ore  contains  a  mere  trace  of  alumina.  In  Report  2d, 
p.  44,  the  porous  and  soft  ore  contains  five  per  cent,  alumina, 
and  in  Report  4th,  p,  191  and  192,  a  similar  ore  includes 
five  and  six  per  cent,  of  the  same  earth.  Hence  it  appears 
that  the  chief  deficiency  of  the  hard  and  calcareous  ores  lies 
in  the  want  of  alumina,  which  is  contained  in  the  soft  ores ; 
and  that  they  should,  therefore,  be  mingled  in  due  propor- 
tion. If  it  is  not  always  practicable  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
amount  of  aluminous  ore  for  this  purpose,  the  importance  of 
having  alumina  present  is  such  that  it  would  become  advisa- 
ble to  employ  an  argillaceous  limestone  as  a  flux,  or  even 
to  use  a  clay,  or  other  argillaceous  material.  If  these  points 
were  to  receive  the  attention  they  merit,  I  am  convinced 
that  iron  masters  would  not  so  often  complain  of  the  difficul- 
ty of  reducing  hard  varieties  of  ore. 
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A  Description  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Prison,  and  the 
Debtors'  apartment.  Designed  and  executed  by  Tho- 
mas U.  Walter,  .Architect. 

The  Philadelphia  County  Prison  is  situated  on  the  Pass- 
yunk  road,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  city.  It  occupies  a 
space  of  310  feet  front  by  525  feet  in  depth,  with  an  addition 
on  the  north  of  150  by  340  feet. 

The  facade  consists  of  a  centre  building  of  fifty -three  feet 
in  width,  with  receding  wings  on  either  side,  of  fifty  feet, 
flanked  by  massy  octagonal  towers.  Beyond  these  towers, 
receding  wing-walls  are  continued  to  the  extremities  of  the 
front,  and  terminated  with  embattled  bastions. 

The  whole  exterior  is  composed  of  a  blue  sienite,  obtained 
from  Quincy,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  style  of  architecture  is  that  of  the  castles  of  the  middle 
ages,  and  its  decorations  are  in  the  Perpendicular  or  Tudor 
style  of  English  Gothic. 

The  centre  building  is  three  stories  in  height,  diminishing 
at  each  story  in  regular  oflsets,  capped  with  a  projecting  belt. 
The  corners  are  finished  with  circular  warder  towers  of  five 
feet  four  inches  in  diameter,  commencing  at  ten  feet  below 
the  top  of  the  front  wall,  and  extending  five  feet  above  it ; 
these  towers  project  three-fourths  of  their  circumference 
over  the  corners  of  the  building,  and  are  crowned  with  em- 
battled parapets,  supported  by  corbicls.  The  front  wall  and 
both  the  flanks  are  also  finished  with  battlements,  pierced 
with  embrasures,  thus  forming  an  embattled  screen  between 
the  towers,  and  imparting  a  tower-like  effect  to  the  whole 
centre  building. 

The  wings  are  two  stories  in  height,  and  contain  the  gates 
of  entrance,  each  of  which  is  ten  feet  wide,  and  seventeen 
feet  high.  These  wings,  and  the  octagonal  towers  which 
flank  them,  are  pierced  with  slip  windows,  and  finished  with 
embattled  parapets,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  centre  build- 
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The  bastions,  on  the  extreme  angles  of  the  front,  are  also 
crowned  with  pierced  battlements  corresponding  with  the 
rest  of  the  design.  They  project  two  feet  from  the  wing- 
walls,  and  measure,  on  each  face,  fifteen  feet  in  width  at  tho 
base,  and  thirteen  feet  at  the  top. 

The  centre  building  is  surmounted  by  an  embattled  octag- 
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onal  tower,  wliich  rises  to  the  height  of  seventy-seven  feet 
from  the  ground. 

The  interior  is  disposed  in  two  general  divisions,  one  for 
untried  prisoners,  and  the  other  for  male  convicts,  whose  term 
of  service  does  not  exceed  two  5'ears;  the  female  convicts, 
being  confined  in  a  building  on  the  adjoining  lot. 

Tiie  main  prison  contains  408  separate  cells,  built  in  two 
blocks  of  tliree  stories  in  height,  extending  from  each  wing 
at  right  angles  with  the  principal  front.  The  cells  open  into 
a  corridor  of  twenty  feet  in  width,  occupying  the  centre  of 
each  block,  and  extending  the  whole  length  and  hoight  of  the 
building.  The  second  and  third  stories  are  approached  by 
means  of  granite  stair-ways  and  galleries,  supported  on  strong 
cast  iron  brackets  ;  a  clerk's  odice  is  situated  at  the  head  of 
each  corridor,  from  which  every  cell-door  in  the  whole  range 
may  be  seen  at  the  same  moment. 

Each  cell  is  nine  feet  wide,  thirteen  feet  long,  and  nine 
feet  high,  substantially  arched  with  bricks,  and  floored  with 
oak  plank.  They  are  all  furnished  with  separate  hydrants, 
water  closets,  flues  for  ventilation,  flues  for  admitting  fresh 
air,  and  flues  for  admitting  warm  air,  generated  in  furnaces 
placed  in  the  cellar  of  the  building. 

The  furnaces  are  constructed  at  each  end,  and  in  the 
centre  of  each  block,  and  the  warm  air  is  conveyed  along 
passages  of  three  feet  in  width,  under  the  pavement  in  the 
corridor.  The  smoke  flues  are  formed  in  these  passages,  the 
bottom  and  sides  of  them  being  composed  of  bricks,  and  the 
top,  of  cast  iron  plates;  these  flues  extend  hoiizontally  from 
the  main  furnaces  at  each  end,  to  the  centre,  where  they  rise 
perpendicularly  to  the  lop  of  the  building  ;  an  ascending 
current  is  produced  in  the  vertical  portion  of  each  flue  by 
means  of  small  furnaces  constructed  in  the  centre,  and  which 
are  also  made  to  impart  heat  to  the  cells  adjacent  to  them; 
by  these  means  an  active  current  is  formed  in  the  horizontal 
flues,  and  heat  is  conveyed  along  the  whole  range,  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  to  keep  all  the  cells  of  an  agreeable  tempera- 
ture. 

Each  cell  has  a  wooden  door  on  the  outside  face  of  the 
wall,  and  an  iron  one  on  the  inside;  both  doors  are  secured 
to  a  cast  iron  casing,  or  frame,  which  extends  through  the 
whole  thickness  of  the  wall. 

The  hydrants  and  water  closets  are  sufiplied  from  twelve 
reservors  placed  near  the  roof  of  the  building;  these  reser- 
voirs receive  their  water  from  the  works  at  Fairmount. 

The  kitchen,  bake-house,  laundry  and  bathhouses,  are 
situated  in  a  separate  building,  occupying  a  space  of  forty- 
three  feet  wide  by  seventy-two  feet  long,  in  the  yard  between 
the  two  blocks  of  cells ;  they  are  approached  from  both  divi- 
sions of  the  prison,  by  means  of  covered  passages. 

The  kitchen  is  furnished  with  a  large  steam  boiler,  and 
four  cast  iron  reservoirs,  of  eighty  gallons  each,  in  which  all 
the  boiling  for  the  prisoners  is  done  by  steam. 

The  aliartment  for  females  is  situated  in  an  adjoining 
enclosure,  of  150  by  340  feet,  entered  by  a  gate-way  from 
the  yard  of  the  main  prison  ;  the  building  measures  43  by 
282  feet,  and  consists  of  two  stories  in  height,  embracing 
100  separate  cells,  of  eight  feet  by  twelve,  a  suite  of  rooms 
for  an  infirmary,  of  twenty  by  fifty-one  feet,  and  two  rooms 
for  a  keeper,  each  twenty  by  twenty.  The  arrangements 
for  hydrants,  water  closets,  warming  and  ventilation,  are 
similar  to  those  already  described. 

The  principal  entrance  to  this  portion  of  the  establishment, 
is  from  Eleventh  street ;  it  consists  of  a  gate-way  of  nine 
feet  in  width,  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  projecting  centre  of 
fifty  feet,  composed  of  brown  sand  stone,  and  finished  in  the 
simplest  style  of  Egyptian  architecture.  The  whole  western 
front  is  built  of  the  same  material,  and  in  the  same  style. 

T/.e  Debtors'  ^'Ipartment. 

This  edifice  is  situated  on  the  Passyunk  road,  north  of  the 
main  prison,  and  east  of  the  female  apartment ;  it  presents  a 
front  of  ninety  feet,  composed  of  brown  sand  stone,  in  the 
Egyptian  style  of  architecture.  The  facade  consists  of  a 
recessed  portico,  supported  by  two  colums,  proportioned  from 
those  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  on  the  Isle  d'  Elkphantine, 
in  Egypt.  The  windows  are  crowned  with  the  massy  bead 
and  cavetlo  cornice  peculiar  to  the  style,  and  the  top  of  the 


building  is  finished  in  the  same  manner.  A  winged  globe 
is  carved  in  the  cavetto  of  the  main  cornice,  and  a  similar 
ornament  is  introduced  over  the  door. 

The  aggregate  cost  of  the  whole  work  was  upwards  of 
$450,000;  the  County  Prison  was  founded  in  1832,  and 
finished  in  1835;  the  debtors'  apartment  was  Luiit'in  1836, 
and  the  apartment  for  females  in  1837  and  8. 

T.  U.  W. 
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GrecKOEJgl't's  Slatsje  of  ■^TasliJEBgtOK. 

From  the  documents  connected  with  the  finishing  and 
delivery  of  this  fine  statue,  which  have  been  printed  by  order 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  copy  the  following 
characteristic  letter  of  the  Artist,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State — repudiating  a  miserable  saving  in  the  freight  pro- 
posed to  be  effected  by  Commodore  Hull,  at  the  risk  of  the 
statue. 

Florence,  May  12,  1841. 

"Sir — After  many  dtlays,  occasioned,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  rumors  of  war,  and  afterwards  by  negotiations  between 
Commodore  Hull  and  Messrs.  Fitch,  Brothers  &.  Co.,  of 
Marseilles,  the  ship  "  Sea,"  Captain  Delano,  is  at  length  ar- 
rived at  Leghorn  to  receive  the  statue  of  Washington ;  as  is 
also  the  United  States  sloop  of  war,  Preble,  whose  command- 
er is  charged  with  the  duty  of  overseeing  and  assisting  the 
shipment. 

Commodore  Hull  informs  me  that  he  has  allowed  the 
captain  of  the  "Sea"  the  privilege  of  touching  at  one  or  more 
ports  in  the  Mediterranean  to  complete  his  cargo  before  sail- 
ing to  America  ;  after  which,  he  is  allowed  to  discharge  such 
cargo  at  any  port  in  the  United  States  not  south  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  before  proceeding  to  land  the  statue  of  Washing- 
ton. 

I  learn  from  Captain  Delano,  that  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  had  been  demanded  by  him  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  statue,  without  any  other  cargo,  and  that  Commo- 
dore Hull  had  oflered  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
Deeming  the  delay  and  risk  to  which  the  arrangement  made 
by  Commodore  Hull  will  subject  the  monument,  as  toogieat 
to  be  justified  by  a  saving  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  I  have 
written  to  Messrs.  Fitch,  Brothers  8t  Co.  to  offer  them  that 
sum;  and  have  preferred  the  risk  of  ultimately  sacrificing 
that  amount  to  the  disgrace  and  danger  of  trading  about  in 
this  sea  with  a  national  monument  of  W  ashington  under 
hatches. 

I  may  be  found  to  have  acted  without  due  consideration 
for  the  opinion  of  Commodore  Hull ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent, that  though  I  have  been  paid  for  this  statue,  I  have 
still  an  interest  in  it — the  interest  of  a  father  in  his  child. — 
It  is  the  birth  of  my  thought.  I  have  sacrificed  to  it  the 
flower  of  my  days  and  the  freshness  of  my  strength  ;  its 
every  lineament  has  been  moistened  with  the  sweat  of  my 
toil  and  the  tears  of  my  exile.  I  would  not  barter  away  its 
association  with  my  name  for  the  proudest  fortune  that  ava- 
rice ever  dreamed.  In  giving  it  up  to  the  nation  that  has 
done  me  the  honor  to  order  it  at  my  hand,  I  respectfully  claim 
for  it  that  protection  which  it  is  the  boast  of  civilization  to 
afford  to  art,  and  which  a  generous  enemy  has  more  than 
once  been  seen  to  extend,  even  to  the  monuments  of  his  own 
defeat. 

Should  it  seem  fitting  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom  rests 
the  decision  of  the  question,  that  I  should  myself  pay  the 
sum  I  have  offered  on  my  own  responsibility,  I  request  that 
I  may  have  early  notice  of  such  decision." 

It  is  only  proper  to  add,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
proposes,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  refund  to  Mr.  Grecnough 
the  $1500  which  he  with  true  artist  enthusiasm  and  genero- 
sity advanced  for  the  freight. 


Commerce  or  the  Lehigh  Canal. — The  Wilkesbarre 
Advocate  states  that  there  are  upwards  of  II, 000,000  feet  of 
manufactured  lumber  ready  to  descend  the  Lehigh  Canal,  as 
soon  as  it  is  repaired. 
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A  Cruise  after  Mackerel. 

A  late  number  of  tlie  Lowell  Courier  contained  an  inter- 
esting letter  from  a  gentleman,  who  bein^  out  of  health,  ship- 
ped on  board  tlie  schooner  Reward,  Skipper  Janvrin,  on  a 
mackerel  crui.se,  and  sailed  from  Newburyport  on  the  6th  of 
July.  We  give  some  extracts,  illustrating  life  on  board  a 
fishing  vessel. 

"  A  fair  wind  carried  us  beyond  the  bar  in  a  few  moments, 
and  we  were  soon  rolling  and  tossing  on  the  briny  deep. — 
Before  dark  a  thunder  storm  arose,  which  lasted  all  niglU; 
at  this  time,  the  usual  initiation  into  a  sea-faring  life,  a  sea- 
sickness commenced  with  me,  and  continued  about  three 
days,  the  sea  being  very  rough  during  the  time.  I  was  too 
week  to  go  on  deck  that  night,  although  I  was  very  desirous 
to  see  a  "  thunder  storm  at  sea,"  which  has  so  often  aroused 
the  poet's  imagination.  I  expected  another  opportunity  of 
witnessing  this  inspiring  scene,  but  did  not  have  one.  While 
I  was  sea-sick  I  had  no  appetite  at  all,  but  on  getting  better, 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  satisfy  myself  with  eating,  such 
an  effect  had  the  sea  upon  me.  Besides  the  rolling  of  the 
vessel,  the  manner  of  living,  alone,  would  require  a  sickness 
before  one  could  become  accustomed  to  it.  The  water  which 
is  carried  in  barrels,  soon  becomes  poor  and  even  dirty,  and 
every  thing  that  it  is  used  in  is  tainted  by  it.  There  is  never 
but  one  dish  set  on  the  table  at  a  meal,  and  the  choice  you 
have  is  to  eat  that,  or  go  hungry.  Corned  beef,  boiled  rice 
and  fish,  are  the  usual  dishes.  A  mess  of  /luncakes  occa- 
sionally, is  the  greatest  delicacy  to  be  had.  However,  after 
a  green  hand  has  been  out  a  short  time,  he  can  eat  any  thing 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  them. 

We  sailed  south,  and  on  Friday  morning  were  sixty  miles 
south  of  Nantucket,  but  did  not  fall  in  with  any  mackerel  until 
Saturday.when  we  were  called  to  our  lines  before  dawn  of  day, 
by  the  skipper,  who,  holding  the  morning  watch,  had  disco- 
vered that  there  was  a  school  around  us.  They  bit  well  for 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  we  salted  seven  barrels 
that  morning.  It  was  at  this  time  that  I  learned  the  process 
of  taking  them. 

Every  person  has  tv?o  lines,  with  two  hooks  on  each,  and 
even  when  the  fish  are  most  plenty,  an  experienced  hand 
can  with  perfect  ease  tend  two  lines,  while  a  tyro  finds  diffi- 
culty in  preventing  one  from  becoming  entangled,  as  he 
draws  in  the  fish  or  throws  the  line  out  again.  Mackerel 
always  go  in  schools,  but  it  is  not  every  school  that  will  bite; 
when  tiiey  will  not  bite  they  are  said  to  be  "  schooling-"  In 
this  case,  they  are  seen  in  large  numbers,  with  their  heads 
nearly  out  of  water,  swimming  with  great  swiftness,  some- 
times in  a  direct  line,  and  sometimes  round  and  round,  hav- 
ing the  appearance  of  being  frightened,  A  school  can  be 
seen  a  half  a  mile  distant,  and  whenever  one  is  perceived  the 
vessel  endeavors  to  "  run  into  it,"  and  stop  it  by  throwing 
bait  among  them,  which  they  sometimes  succeed  in  doing. 
This  bait,  which  is  used  for  the  jjurpose  of  keeping  the 
school  about  the  vessel,  consists  of  other  fish  taken  on  board 
in  port,  and  salted.  It  is  ground  up  very  fine  in  a  "bait  mill," 
and  always  used  while  fishing.  The  hooks  arc  baited  with 
a  small  piece  of  fish  taken  from  the  throat  of  the  mackerel  that 
are  caught,  and  when  this  cannot  be  procured,  with  pieces  of 
pork.  They  bite  very  quick,  much  like  a  pickerel,  and  must 
be  drawn  in,  the  instant  they  are  felt  touching  the  hook. — 
There  is  no  mercy  shown  to  the  fish  after  he  is  taken ;  by  a 
jerk  of  the  line  the  hook  is  torn  from  his  mouth,  and  he  falls 
into  a  barrel  or  on  deck.  Frequently  after  they  cease  biting, 
the  remainder  of  the  school  is  seen  swimming  about  near 
the  surface  of  the  water,  in  which  case,  they  are  "  gaffed," 
or  hooked  up,  with  an  instrument  called  a  "  gaff,"  which  is 
an  iron  or  steel  rod,  two  feet  long,  bent  at  the  end  like  a  hook, 
but  without  a  beard,  and  attached  to  a  pole  about  six  feet 
long.  When  the  fish  have  all  disappeared,  (probably  sunken) 
the  fishermen  proceed  to  dress,  wash,  and  salt  those  caught, 
which  is  done  with  such  despatch  by  those  practised  in  the 
business,  that  in  less  than  an  hour  after  wc  had  ceased  fish- 
ing, seven  barrels  were  salted,  and  the  crew's  work  ended  for 
the  day. 

Mackerel  seldom  ever  bite  except  early  in  the  morning,  or 
just  at  night,  and  since  they  are  not  found  every  day,  there 


is  much  leisure  time  on  board  a  fishing  vessel,  which  is  the 
dullest  part  of  the  voyage.  Such  time  is  employed  by  the 
crew  in  making  miniature  vessels,  catching  various  kinds  of 
fish  for  amusement  and  to  eat,  and  in  sleeping.  I  used  to 
amuse  myself  with  some  old  newspapers  that  the  skipper  had 
with  him,  and  with  the  "  yarns"  of  the  crew.  The  fishing 
business  is  very  uncertain;  one  may  fall  in  with  mackerel 
and  return  home  fully  laden  with  them  in  four  or  five  days, 
or  may  cruise  about  till  the  stores  are  all  exhausted,  without 
finding  any. 

We  coasted  along  Cape  Cod  for  about  three  weeks,  catch- 
ing a  few  mackerel  now  and  then,  but  found  them  rather 
scarce,  and  what  few  there  were,  very  small.  Cape  Cod  is, 
from  the  water,  the  most  dreary  looking  place  that  I  ever 
saw.  As  you  sail  along  you  see  nothing  but  a  sand  bank, 
with  two  or  three  huts  upon  it,  which  have  been  erected  for 
the  benefit  of  shipwrecked  sailors,  who  might  chance  to  be 
washed  on  shore  alive.  It  was  frequently  said,  as  we  passed 
within  sight  of  the  sandy  bank,  by  some  of  the  crew  "  many 
a  poor  sailor  has  found  a  solitary  grave  near  this  place." — 
It  is  no  terror,  however,  to  fishermen,  as  they  are  not  there 
during  the  stormy  part  of  the  season.  The  greatest  danger 
fishermen  arc  in,  is  of  being  run  into  by  other  vessels  during 
a  fog,  which  is  sometimes  so  thick  that  you  can  see  but  littlo 
more  than  the  length  of  the  vessel.  Such  an  accident  occur- 
red to  a  vessel  that  was  near  us  almost  all  the  trip,  and  she 
was  obliged  to  put  into  the  nearest  port. 

One  morning  the  skipper  spoke  a  vessel  from  the  Bay  of 
Chaleur,  with  a  hundred  barrels  of  mackerel,  that  reported 
them  plenty  in  that  bay.  The  skipper,  thinking  it  was  not 
best  to  remain  there  when  he  heard  of  mackerel  elsewhere, 
immediately  set  sail  and  steered  for  home,  to  take  a  new  fit- 
out  for  the  Bay  of  Chaleur.  The  next  day  we  were  along- 
side of  the  wharf  we  sailed  from.  Thus  it  is  with  fishermen, 
whenever  they  l.ear  that  mackerel  have  been  caught  in  any 
other  place,  they  all  set  sail  for  the  spot,  but  nine  times  out 
of  ten  they  learn,  too  late,  that  the  fish  are  somewhere  else. 
Many  fishermen  have  (as  I  am  told)  been  living  almost  en- 
tirely upon  hope,  for  two  or  three  years  past,  expecting  soon 
to  find  mackerel  plenty  and  to  catch  their  share  of  them. — 
Some  last  year  did  not  catch  the  amount  of  fifty  barrels, 
which  would  not  pay  their  out-fits.  They  are  led  to  suppose 
that  they  shall-.do  well  before  long,  because  there  was  07ice 
a  time  when  thsy  found  raackeiel  plenty,  and  because  even 
now,  occasionally  a  vessel  is  fortunate  enough  to  make  a 
good  trip.  But  the  business  must,  undoubtedly,  be  dropped 
by  many  of  them,  for  it  is  evident  that  mackerel  are  pretty 
well  caught  up,  and  will  never  again  be  so  plenty  as  they 
have  been. 

If  any  class  of  people  ought  to  be  well  paid  for  their  labor, 
it  is  the  fishermen,  for  theirs  certainly  is  a  hard  life.  As  they 
go  in  small  vessels,  they  cannot  enjoy  even  many  convenien- 
cies  that  seamen  do  on  board  large  vessels,  and  they  are 
obliged  by  necesj^ity,  to  live  among  much  filth.  They  can- 
not carry  with  them  a  great  assortment  of  provisions,  and 
being  out  almost  all  the  summer  season,  they  are  deprived  of 
fruits  and  many  of  those  productions  of  the  soil,  which  in 
the  season  of  them,  furnish  landsmen  with  so  many  luxuri- 
ous dishes." 


Mobile. 

Comparative  statement  of  Cotton  at  this  port,  l5th  Aug. 
Receipts.  Exports.  Stocks. 
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Gcologicnl  Survey  of  New  Hanipsliirc. 

We  received  last  week  an  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  C.  T, 
Jackson,  giving  soinc  account  of  his  progress,  &c.  The  fol- 
lowing are  extracts. 

Lancastkii,  N.  H.  Aug.  15,  1841. 
»1fr.  Brewster, — Dear  Sir — 

We  have  lately  been  engaged  in  the  exploration  of  the 
tipper  part  of  Coos  county,  which  is  a  region  of  considera- 
ble interest,  both  on  account  of  its  agricultural  and  geological 
character.  One  of  the  most  remarkable  curiosities  is  in  the 
town  of  Columbia,  near  Colcbrook  Corner.  It  is  a  Pond — 
the  bottom  and  shores  of  which  are  covered  with  a  thick  bed 
of  fine  white  calcareous  marl,  which  was  formed  by  the 
myriads  of  minute  shellfish  which  live  in  its  waters.  The 
growth  of  this  marl  is  still  gradually  progressing.  The  bed 
is  at  present  from  .3  to  6  feet  in  thickness  and  covers  an  area 
of  many  acres,  the  length  of  the  pond  being  100  rods  and 
its  width  from  40  to  6!J  rods. 

The  shells  are  the  Cyclas,  Planorbis,  Paludina,  and  a  few 
other  species  which  I  have  not  examined.  The  Cyclas  is  by 
far  the  most  abundant,  and  is  rarely  larger  than  a  sixteenth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  is  not  so  thick  as  the  paper  on 
which  I  am  writing,  yet  principally  by  their  accumulation 
has  this  vast  and  important  bed  of  marl  been  produced  !  The 
origin  of  the  calcareous  matter  which  forms  the  substance  of 
the  shells,  I  readily  traced  to  the  limestone  rocks  which  occur 
abundantly  around  the  pond,  especially  in  the  swampy  land 
through  which  the  brooks  pass  which  supply  the  lake.  The 
water  of  the  pond  was  found  to  be  charged  very  strongly 
with  the  bi-carbonate  and  crenate  of  lime,  and  with  carbon- 
ate of  iron,  in  smaller  proportions.  It  also  contains  ammonia, 
which  is  combined  with  the  organic  matters  which  are  de- 
rived from  the  surrounding  soil. 

No  fishes  exist  in  the  waters  of  this  pond,  but  the  waters 
are  ahve  with  an  abundance  of  leeches,  and  with  various 
kinds  of  insects  and  worms  with  which  I  am  not  familiar. 

The  people  of  Colebrook  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
lime  from  this  marl,  which  they  burn  in  rude  kilns,  con- 
structed for  the  puri)Ose.  The  marl  is  laid  while  wet  direct- 
ly upon  the  wood,  and  the  layers  of  wood  and  marl  are  re- 
peated until  the  kiln  is  filled.  Then  the  fire  is  kindled  in 
the  arch  below  the  lower  layer  of  wood,  and  the  flame  pass- 
ing under  the  wood  and  marl,  rises  up  beyond  it  at  the  far- 
ther end  of  the  kiln.  The  marl,  when  it  dries,  cracks  and 
soon  permits  the  flame  to  circulate,  and  the  wood  between 
the  marl  is  burned.  At  the  close  of  the  combustion  the 
marl  is  found  to  be  calcined  into  lime.  The  operation  requires 
from  three  to  four  days.  The  soil  being  calcareous  in  the 
vicinity,  it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  use  the  marl  in 
agriculture. 

Limestone  of  a  bufl*  color  occurs  in  the  town,  but  it  h  not 
yet  ascertained  whether  it  can  be  profitably  burned  for  lime, 
since  it  melts  at  a  white  heat,  and  is  diflleult  to  manage.  It 
may  be  found  to  make  a  good  hydraulic  cement.  This  I 
sliall  examine  carefully  next  winter,  when  I  analyze  the 
minerals  and  determine  the  use  to  which  they  may  be  put. 
Large  blocks  of  white  limestone  occur  in  Lancaster,  but  we 
have  found  but  little  here  in  ledges.  There  is,  however,  a 
prospect  of  finding  the  original  bed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
loose  blocks  which  we  have  discovered,  for  they  are  angular, 
and  not  rounded  by  distant  transportation  by  water. 

The  lead  ore  of  Shelburn  is  very  rich  in  silver,  but  the 
veins  are  narrow,  say  from  2  to  six  inches  in  width.  Black- 
blende  or  zinc-ore  occurs  abundantly  in  the  same  veins. 

We  are  going  to  examine  Dalton,  Landatf,  and  thatyicini- 
ty,  and  shall  then  move  on  to  the  southwaid,  examining 
those  places  which  we  have  not  before  visited. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Jacksojt. 

p.  s. — Dixville  Notch  is  a  spot  which  will  repay  the 
lover  of  the  picturesque  for  a  visit.  A  new  road  is  being 
constructed,  which  will  afford  an  easy  passage  through  the 
notch  to  Errol,  and  from  thence  to  Portland.  A  light  wagon 


may  easily  pass  the  notch  at  present,  but  it  is  better  for  the 
traveller  to  visit  it  on  horseback.  The  scenery  was  briefly, 
but  accurately  described  in  my  first  Report.  Fabian  and 
Crawford  have  now  good  horse-paths  to  the  summit  of  Mount 
Washington,  and  travellers  riile  up  the  Mount  daily. 


Yankee  Enterprise. 

The  Brig  Echo,  which  arrived  here  on  Tuesday,  in  20 
days  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  brings  no  important  intelli- 
gence, except  that  the  Island  is  quite  healthy  and  business 
dull.  Mr.  Robert  Clark,  of  Massachusetts,  who  came  pas- 
senger in  her,  says  that  an  English  ship  which  lay  near  the 
"Echo,"  had  lost  most  of  her  crew  by  a  Fever,  although  it 
was  not  deemed  malignant.  The  negroes  on  the  Island  were 
remarkably  sober  and  orderly,  but  not  so  industrious  as  be- 
fore emancipation.  Mr.  Whitmars,  whose  experiments  in 
introducing  the  Silk  business  on  the  Island  of  Jamaica  has 
excited  so  much  interest  in  Great  Britain  and  this  country, 
still  continued  eminently  successful  in  propagating  his  trees, 
feeding  worms  and  experimenting  in  making  Silk.  The  Go- 
vernment was  delighted  with  his  enterprise  and  gave  him 
every  facility  he  desired  to  carry  out  his  plans.  He  had  forty 
acres  of  Mulberry  trees  and  was  erecting  a  spacious  cocoon- 
cry  100  feet  long,  in  which  to  feed  the  worms.  Mr,  Whit- 
marsh  and  Mr.  Clark  are  both  from  Massachusetts.  The 
former  is  introducing  the  Silk  culture  which  promises  so 
well  for  the  West  India  Islands,  and  the  latter  has  arrived 
here  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
the  extensive  manufacture  of  Segars,  a  few  miles  in  the  in- 
terior from  Kingston.  A  ship  loa<l  of  ice  had  just  arrived 
from  Boston,  much  to  the  delight  of  the  islanders. 

J\'orth  ^Imerican. 


Lxtraordinary  Steamboat  Speed. 

The  Hudson  Gazette  contains  an  account  of  the  passage- 
between  that  city  and  New  York  of  the  steamboat  Columbia,. 
Capt.  Newberry,  a  new  and  beautiful  boat,  owned  by  tho 
citizens  of  Hudson.  The  passage  was  performed  in  six 
hours  and  fifty-five  minutes,  including  landings. 


Rattlk  Snakes. — Two  gentlemen  of  Catawissa  Pa.,  re- 
cently killed  in  a  field  near  the  Catawissa  mountain  29  rattle- 
snakes, the  largest  measuring  three  feet,  and  having  nineteen 
rattles.  They  also  killed  in  the  same  field  a  large  cobra-capello, 
commonly  called  copper  head,  whose  bite  is  peculiarly  veno- 
mous. 


Since  our  last  number,  the  United  States  Bank  has  made- 
an  assignment,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  doc- 
umentary history  commenced  in  the  last  volume,  wc  shall 
insert  in  our  next  number. 


The  land  bill  has  been  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved 
by  the  President. 

The  new  Bank  bill  has  also  been  passed  by  both  Houses,, 
and  yet  awaits  the  action  of  the  President. 

As  soon  as  correct  copies  can  be  obtained,  we  shall  pub- 
lish both  these  documents. — Ed. 
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From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  and  Courier. 
TIic  United  States  Eanlt  Asslgimicnt. 


This  lyDKiTTcnE,  made  the  fourth  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  by  and  between  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  James 
Robertson,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Esquire ;  Richard  H.  Bayard,  of  the  City  of  Wil- 
mington, and  State  of  Delaware,  Esquire  ;  James  S.  New- 
bold,  Herman  Cope  and  Thomas  S.  Taylor,  all  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Esquires,  of  the 
other  part :  Whereas,  the  party  of  the  first  part  are  indebted 
to  sundry  persons  and  bodies  corporate,  in  divers  sums  of 
money,  which  from  various  causes  the  said  party  of  ihe  first 
part  are  unable  at  present  fully  to  pay  and  satisfy,  but  are 
desirous  of  providing  an  adequate  security  for  the  payment 
and  satisfaction  of  the  same,  in  a  just  and  equitable  man- 
ner : — 

Now,  This  Indenture  TUtnesseth,  That  the  said  party  of 
the  first  part,  as  well  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  as  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  them  in 
hand  paid  by  the  party  of  the  second  part,  at  and  before  the 
sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  receijit  whereof 
they  do  hereby  acknowledge.  Have  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
aliened,  enfeoffed,  released,  confirmed,  assigned,  delivered, 
transferred  and  set  over,  and  by  these  presents,  Do  grant,  bar- 
gain, sell,  alien,  enfeoff,  release,  confirm,  assign,  deliver,transfer 
and  set  over  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  all  and  singu- 
lar, the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  stocks,  goods,  chattels, 
rights,  credits,  moneys,  property  and  effects  of  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  saving  and  ex- 
cepting only  the  estate,  property  and  effects  contained,  de- 
scribed, and  set  forth  in  a  certain  schedule  hereunto  annexed, 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and 
bearing  even  date  herewith,  and  excepting  also  all  the  right, 
title,  interest,  property,  claim  and  demand  of  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part,  whether  present,  resulting  or  eventual,  of,  in, 
and  to  any,  and  all  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments, 
goods,  chattels,  moneys,  stocks,  debts,  effects  and  property 
whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  heretofore  granted,  assigned, 
transferred,  mortgaged,  hypothecated,  pledged  or  delivered 
by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  any  person  or  persons, 
or  bodies  corporate  whatsoever,  for  the  use,  security  or  indem- 
nity of  any  creditor  or  creditors,  surety  or  sureties,  or  other 
persons  or  bodies  corporate  whatsoever,  together  with  all 
deeds,  papers,  muniments  of  titles  and  evidences  belonging 
or  relating  thereto.  To  Have  and  to  Hold,  all  and  singular 
the  premises  hereby  given,  granted,  assigned  and  transferred, 
or  intended  so  to  be,  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and 
to  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  to  and  for  their  and  his 
own  use,  benefit,  and  behoof,  forever,  as  joint  tenants,  and 
not  as  tenants  in  common.  In  trust  nevertheless,  to  and 
for  the  following  uses,  intents,  purposes  and  trusts,  and  to, 
and  for  none  other  whatsoever.  That  is  to  say,  i?i  Trust  in 
the  first  place,  to  enter  upon  the  Real  Estate  hereby  granted, 
and  to  sell,  dispose  of,  and  convey  the  same  in  fee  sim[)le.  or 
for  any  less  Estate,  by  public  or  private  sale,  for  the  best 
price  that  can  be  obtained  for  the  same,  for  cash  or  on  credit, 
as  to  them  may  seem  most  expedient,  and  to  give  receipts 
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for  the  purchase  money,  so  that  the  purchasers  shall  not  bo 
accountable  for  the  same;  and   in   the  meantime,  and  until 
sales  shall  be  made,  to  receive  the  rents,  issues  and  income 
of  the  said  Real  Estate,  and  [lay  the  charges  thereon,  and  to 
sell,  dispose  of,  assign  and  transfer  all  the  personal  Estate, 
and  pay  the  charges  thereon,  and  to  sell,  dispose  of,  assign 
and    transfer  all  the  personal   Estate,   property  and   effects 
hereby  assigned,  transferred  and  set  over  by  the  party  of  the 
first  part,  to  the  party  of  the  second  part,  for  the  best  price 
that  can  be  obtained  for  the  same,  for  cash  or  on  credit,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  most  expedient,  and  to  receive  in  payment 
for  the  same,  and  in  payment  of  the  l?eal  Estate  so  as  afore- 
said, sold  and  conveyed,  the  notes  of  the  party  of  the  first 
part,  if  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  deem  it  expe- 
dient so  to  do;  and  in  the  next  place,  in  TniM  to  ask,  de- 
mand, sue  fir,  recover,  receive,  collect  and  get  in  all   and 
singular  the  debts  and  moneys  due,  and  owing  to  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  and  hereby  assigned,  and  at  their  dis- 
cretion to  compromise  and  compound  for  the  same;  and  the 
moneys  so  collected  received  and  got  in,  as  welt  as  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  said  le.il  and  personal  estate,  safely  to  keep  and 
apply  to  and  for  the  uses  and  purposes  herein  declared,  that 
is  to  say,  /n  the  first  place,  to  pay  and  discharge  all  reason- 
able and  necessary  expenses,  costs  and  charges,  attending 
the  execution  of  this  Trust;  in   which  it  is  expressly  un- 
derstood  and   agreed,  that   there   shall   be  included   to  be 
charged    by,   and    allowed    to  the  said   James    Robertson, 
Richard   H.    Bayard,  and    James   S,   Newbold,  the   three 
Assignees  first  above  mentioned,  so  long  as  they  shall  re- 
spectively continue  in  the  execution  of  this  Trust,  the  an- 
nual  sum    of    fifteen    hundred   dollars   each  ;    and    to  be 
charged  by,  and  allowed    to  the  said   Herman   Cope   and 
Thomas  S.  Taylor,  tlie  two  Assignees  last  above  mention- 
ed, respectively,  so  long  as  they  shall  respectively  devote 
their  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  business  and  concerns 
of  this  Trust,  so  far  as  the  same  shall  be  required,  the  anniT- 
al  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  each,  being  an  amount  equal 
to  the  salaries  which  the  said  Herman  Cope  and  Thomas  S, 
Taylor  respectively  receive  as  Superintendent  of  Suspended 
Debt,  and  (Jashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  which 
salaiies  are  now  to  cease  and  determine  :  J'rovided  ahuuya, 
that  if  at  any  time  hereafter,  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  the 
said  party  of  the  first  part,  interested  in  this  Trust,  to  the 
amount  together  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  more, 
shall  require  the  parties  of  th«  second  part,  to  call  a  meeting 
of  all  the  creditors  so  interested,  for  the  purpose  of  diminish- 
ing, enlarging,  or  revoking  such  allowances  to  the  Assignees 
above  mentioned,  or  any  of  them,  that  it  shall  then  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to  call  such  meeting,  to 
be  held  at  some  convenient  place,  to  be  by  them  appointed, 
of  which  thirty  days  notice  shall  be  published  in  two  or  more 
of  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  leait 
twice  a  week  during  said  period  of  thirty  days;  and  at  Ruch 
meeting  a  majority  in  number  and  value  of  saiJ  creditor* 
shall  then  and  there  have  power  to  diminish,  increase,  or  re- 
voke  the  said  allowance  accordingly,  and   in   case  of  such 
diminution  or  revocation,  then  the  Trust  of  this  Indenture 
in  regard  to  such  allowance,  shall  thereafter  confiirm  tosucb 
order  of  the  creditors  aforesaid,  saving,  nevertheless,  in  that 
event,  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  each  of  them, 
their  right  to  such  compensation  as  a  competent  fribunaf 
shall  in  this  behalf  hold  them  to  be  resperlively  entitled  to 
for  their  services  in  the  execution  of  this  Trost.     Antl  ia  the 
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second  place,  to  pay  off,  discharcc  and  satisfy  all  the  judg- 
ments heretofore  entered  and  obtained  against  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part,  in  any  court  or  before  any  magistrate  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with  the  interest,  ce^ts  and 
charges  accruing  thereon.     And  in  the  third  place,  fully  and 
completely  to  indemnify,  and  save  harmless,  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  estate  of  Charles  H.  Phelps,  deceased,  from 
any  loss  or  damage  which  the  said  estate  has  sustained,  or 
inay  sustain,  for  or  by  reason  of  any  surelyslijp,  engagement 
or  responsibility  of  any  kind   whatsoever,  which   the  said 
Charles  H.  Phelps,  Gr  the  legal  representatives  of  his  estate, 
may  have  entered  into  for,  or  on  behalf  of  the  party  of  the 
first  pait  to  these  presents;  and  especially  to  make  good,  and 
carry  into  full  eflict  to  the  said  legal  representatives,  a  cer- 
tain agreement  or  engagement  made  to  the  said  Charles  H. 
Phelps,  and  contained  in  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Joseph 
Cowperlhwaitc,  Esq  acting  on  behalf  of  the  party  of  the  first 
part,  together  with  William  1).  Lewis,  Esquire,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  Ctrard  Hank,  and  bearing  date  the  seventh  day 
of  November,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine.     And  in  the  fourth  place,  fully  to  indemnify  and  save 
harmless,  all  other  sureties  from  any  loss  or  damage,  which 
they  or  any  of  them  have  sustained  or  may  sustain,  for  or 
by  reason  of  any  suretyship,  engagement  or  responsibility  of 
any  kind  whatsoever,  which  they  respectively  ha^ve  entered 
into  for,  or  on  behalf  of  (he  said  party  of  the  fust  part  to  these 
presents.     And  in  the  fifih  place,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  i 
as  they  shall  have  moneys  in  hand  of  sufficient  amount  for  | 
a  dividend   to  divide  and   distribute  the  same  rateably  and  I 
equally   in  and  towards  the  payment  of  all  and   every  the 
debts  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  the  interest  ac- 
crued thereon,  so  that  each  creditor  may  [larticipatc  rateably  1 
and  ahke  in  every  such  dividend,  until  all  the  said  debts  and 
the  interest  accrued  thereon  shall  be  fully  paid  off  and  dis- 
charged ;  except  post  notes  issued  to  or  held  by  certain  banks 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  which  security 
was  provided  and  given  by  an  Indenture  bearing  date  the 
fifst  day  of  May  in  the  present  year,  and  which  are  not  in- 
tended to  be  provided  for  and  embraced  in  the  present  In- 
denture.    And  a  further  Trust,  from  and  after  the  payment 
and  discharge  of  the  debts  intended  to  be  secured  and  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Indenture,  in  full  with  interest,  then  to  re- 
transfer,  convey,  and  pay  over  to  the  said  parly  of  the  first 
part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  whatever  may  remain  of 
the  premises  hereby  granted  or  assigned,  and  all  moneys, 
credits  and  effects  which  may  have  been  raised  therefrom,  or 
from  any  part  thereof,  and  not  applied  to  the  purpose  of  tlie 
Trusts  herein  and  hereby  created ;  together  with  all  deeds, 
papers,  muniments  of  title,  evidences  and  securities  relating 
thereto.     Provided,  always,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby 
expressly  declared,  understood  and  agreed,  as  the  condition 
of  this  Indenture  and  the  Trusts  therein  and  thereby  created, 
that  before  the  said  Trustees,  their  successors  or  assigns,  shall 
proceed  to  make  or  declare  any  dividend  of  the  moneys  raised 
or  collected  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  give  thirty  days  notice  of 
their  intention  so  to  do,  in  two  or  more  of  the  daily  news- 
papers published  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  least  twice  a 
week  during  the  said  period  of  thirty  days,  calling  upon  the 
claimants  to  come  forward  and  prove  their  debts;  and  such 
dividend  shall  be  declared  and  made  only  on  the  amounts  so 
brought  forward  and  proved,  and  no  creditor  shall  he  entitled  to 
claim  or  receive  such  dividend  who  shall  not  have  brought  for- 
ward and  proved  his,  her,  or  their  debt  or  debts,  before  the  time 
appointed  for  making  and  declaring  such  dividends.    But,  if 
any  further  dividends  shall  thereafter  be  made,  such  neglect- 
ing or  defaulting  creditor,  bringing  forward  and  proving  his, 
her,  or  their  claim  or  claims  in  time  therefor,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  in  addition  to  such  dividend,  an 
amount  equal  to  the  rate  of  dividend  or  dividends  which  shall 
have  been  before  made  and  paid,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time 
until  a  final  dividend  shall  be  declared  and  made,  which  final 
dividend  the  said  Trustees,  their  successors,  and  assigns,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  declare  and  make,  when- 
ever the  moneys  arising  from  the  premises  hereby  granted 
and  assigned,  shall  by  the  payment  of  the  said  final  dividend 
be  disposed  of  and  exhausted,  or  when  all  the  creditors  who 
have  brought  forward  and  proved  their  claims  shall  be  paid 


in  full,  principal  and  interest ;  it  being  understood,  however, 
that  no  interest  shall  be  paid  until  the  final  dividend,  and 
from  and  afier  such  final  dividend  no  creditor  shall  have  any 
claim  upon  the  remaining  fund,  if  any  there  be,  nor  uponf 
the  said  Trustees,  their  successors,  or  assigns,  for  or  by  rea- 
son of  these  presents,  or  the  trusts  herein  or  hereby   cre- 
ated ;  but  the  same,  except  the  trust  for  reconveying  the 
surplus  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part ;  their  successors  or 
assigns  shall  thenceforth  cease,  determine  and  be  at  an  endj 
Provided,  also,  and  it  is  expressly   understood  and  agreed, 
that  if  the   said   party  of  the  first   part,  their  successors  or 
assigns,  shall  at  any  tirtie  pay  offand  discharge  the  said  debts, 
then  and  from  thenceforth  the  trusts  herein  and  hereby  cre- 
ated or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  then  remain  unexecuted,  shall 
cease  and  be  determined,  and  the  whole  of  the  trust  property 
then  remaining  shall  beconveyed,  transferred  and  be  deliver-- 
ed  to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  or  as- 
signs.    And  it  is  hereby  expressly  agreed  by  and  between 
the  parties  to  these  presents,  as  a  condition  and  part  thereof, 
that  the  said  Trustees,  their  successors,  and  assigns,  shall 
not  be  answerable  for  the  acts,  omissions,  or  defaults  of  each 
other,  but  only  each  for  his  own  acts,  omissions  and  defaults, 
and  that  they  shall  not  be  answerable  for  the  misconduct, 
omission,  or  default  of  any  agent,  or  agents  they  may  find  it 
necessary  to  employ,  but  that  they  shall  be  accountable  only 
for  the  exercise  of  fair  and  reasonable  skill  and  judgment,  so 
Well  in  the  appointment  of  such  agent  or  agents  as  in  the 
general  management  of  the  Trust  hereby  created,  if  the  same 
be  executed  in  good  faith  and  intention.     And  it  is  hereby 
further  understood  and  agreed,  that  the  compensation  above 
agreed  to  be  charged  by  and  allowed  to  the  parties  of  the  se- 
cond part  for  their  services  in  executing  this  Trust,  shall  bo 
at  the  rale  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  to  each  of 
the  three  assignees  first  above  named,  and  at  the  rate  of  four 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  each  of  the  assignees  last 
above  named,  and  that  the  said  compensation   shall  be  ap' 
portionable  according  to  the  time  the  said  assignees  shall  re- 
spectively  continue  in  the  perforniance  of  the  duties  of  the 
Trusts  hereby  created ;  and  the  better  to  enable  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  to  execute  the 
said  Trusts,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  do  hereby  make, 
constitute  and  appoint  them,  their  true  and  lawful  attorneys 
and  attorney  irrevocable  in  the  premises  for  them  and  in  their 
name,  but  to  and  for  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes  of  this 
Trust,  and  at  the  cost  and  charges  of  the  same,  to  ask,  de- 
mand, sue  for,  and  recover  and  receive  all  and  every  sum  or 
sums  of  money  due,  or  to  become  due  by  reason  of  any 
matter  or  thing  herein  and  hereby  granted  and  assigned,  or 
intended  so  to  be,  and  to  give  receipts  and   acquittances  for 
the  same,  and  generally  to  act  and  do  as  fully  and  effectual- 
ly in  the  premises  as  they  themselves  might  or  could  do,  and 
substitute  or  substitutes  one  or  more  under  them,  to  nomi- 
nate and  appoint,  and  again  at  pleasure  to  revoke,  such  nomi- 
nations or  appointments,  hereby  ratifying  and  confirming 
whatsoever  they  or  their  said  substitute  or  substitutes  may 
lawfully  do  in  the  premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  in- 
terchangeably set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  said  the  President, 
Directors  and  Company,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
party  of  the  first  part,  acting  by  their  President,  James  Ro- 
bertson, Esquire,  at  Philadelphia,  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

J.  ROBERTSON,  President.  [skal.] 

We  accept  the  Trusts  created  by  the  above  indenture  of 
assignment. 

J.  RoBEnTSON.  [seal.] 

James  S.  Newbold.  [seal.] 

Heuman  Cope.  [seal.] 

Tiios  S.  Tatlor,  [seal.} 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered ") 
in  the  presence  of  us.         5 
Jvo.  Pknington. 
G.  W.  Fairman. 
The  word  "  Wilmington"  in  the  second  line  from  the  lop, 
and  the  word  "  said  "  in  the  the  thirty-seventh  line  from  the 
top  being  written  on  erasures,  and  the  words  "  in  the  State 
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of  Pennsylvania"  between  the  thirty-first  and  thirty-second 
line  from  the  top,  being  interlined  before  execution. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  ^ 

City  of  Philadelphia.         3 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, appeared  the  above  named  James  Hobertson,  Esquire, 
to  me  personally  known  as  the  President  of  the  Corporation 
above  named.  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  ol 
the  Bank  of  the  Ifnited  States,  who  being  duly  s-vvorn  ac- 
cording to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  he  executed  the 
above  written  Indenture  as  President  of  tiie  said  Corporation, 
and  that  the  above  impression  is  the  Common  seal  of  the 
said  Corporation,  thereto  duly  affixed  by  authority  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  that  the  said  indenture  is  scaled  and 
delivered  as  the  proper  act  and  deed  of  the  said  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
^States,  for  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes  therein  set  forth. 
And  John  Penington  and  George  W.  Fairman,  the  sub- 
scribing witnesses  to  the  said  Indenture,  being  duly  sworn, 
do  declare  that  they  were  present  and  did  see  the  said  Presi- 
dent, James  Robertson,  Esquire,  sign  the  said  Indenture, 
affix  thereto  the  Common  Seal  of  the  said  Corporation,  and 
deliver  the  said  Indenture  as  the  act  and  deed  of  the  said 
Corporation. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  Common  Seal  of  the  said  cit)', 
this  fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one. 

[sEAi..]  J  NO.  SWIFT,  Mayor. 

Schedule  of  Property  and  effects  alhuled  to  in  annexed 
Deed  of  Jlssignment, 

4,020  shares  of  the  capital  stock  ef  the  Cumberland  Val- 
ley Railroad  Company. 

25  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Erie  Salt  Company. 

2,020  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Franklin  Railroad 
Company. 

400  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  Somerset  and  Cum- 
berland Turnpike  Company. 

300  shares  of  th«  capital  stock  of  the  Williamspovt  Bridge 
Company. 

5,203  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie 
Railroad  Company. 

200  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Johnstown  and 
Ligonier  Turnpike  Company. 

2,000  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Wrightsville,  York 
and  Gettysburg  Railroad  Company. 

600  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Warren  and  Ridg- 
way  Turnpike  ("ompany. 

600  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Warren  and  Franklin 
Turnpike  Company. 

300  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Washington  and 
Pittsburg  Turnpike  Company. 

1,000  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Monongahela 
Navigation  Company. 

200  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Rosebcrg  and  Mer- 
cer Turnpike  Company. 

134  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Union  Canal 
Company. 

30  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  West  Philadelphia 
Railroad  Company. 

Philadelphia,  the  fourth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1841. 

J.  ROBERTSON,  President,  [seal.] 
Sealed,  signed  and  delivered  ') 
in  the  presence  of  us.  3 

John  Peniitgton, 
G.  W.  Fairman, 
(Recorded  September  4th,  1841.) 

I,  Geohge  Smith,  Recorder  of  Deeds,  &c.  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  do  certify  the  above  and  fore- 
going to  be  a  true  copy  of  a  certain  instrument  of  writing, 
remaining  of  Record  in  my  office,  in  Deed  Book  G.  S.  No. 
£9,  page  — ,  &c. 

r  EAi.  1  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  6th  day 

»•         ■■'  of  September,  Anno  Domini,  1841. 

For  GEORGE  SMITH,  Rec. 

Joshua  Spering. 


Bsasili  of  tlic  ^^Miled  States. 

A  Supplementary  .flssi^nment. 

This  IsDENTunr.,  made  this  6th  day  of  September,  in 
ihe  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  by  and  between  the  President,  Directors  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States,  of  the  one  part,  and 
James  Robertson,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Esquire,  Richard  H.  Bayard,  of  the  city  of 
Wilmington  and  Stale  of  Delaware,  Esquire,  James  S.  New- 
bold,  Herman  Cope  and  Thomas  S.  Taylor,  all  of  the  said 
city  of  rhiladclphia.  Esquires,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth, 
that  the  said  parly  of  the  first  part,  for  divers  good,  sufficient 
and  valuable  considerations,  them  thereunto  movinp;,  and 
also  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollur,  to 
them  in  hand  paid  by  tlve  said  party  of  the  second  part,  at 
or  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents,  the  re- 
ceipt whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted, 
bargained,sold,  aliened,  enfeoffed,  released,  confirmed,  assign- 
ed, transferred,  delivered,  and  set  over,  and  by  these  presents 
do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enfcofl,  release,  confirm,  assign, 
transfer,  deliver,  and  set  over,  unto  the  party  of  the  second 
part,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim  and  demand 
of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  whether  present,  resulting, 
or  eventual,  of,  in,  and  to  any  and  ail  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  moneys,  stocks,  debts,  effects 
and  property,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  granted,  mort- 
gaged, assigned,  transferred,  hypothecated,  pledged  or  de- 
livered by  the  said  parly  of  llie  first  part,  to  any  person  or 
persons,  body  or  bodies  corporate  whatever,  for  the  use,  se- 
curity, payment,  or  indemnity  of  any  creditor  or  creditors, 
surety  or  sureties,  or  other  persons  or  bodies  corpoiate  what- 
soever, prior  to  the  4th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  saving  and 
excepting  only,  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  property,  claim 
and  demand  of  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  whether 
present,  resulting,  or  eventual,  of,  in,  and  to  all  the  goods, 
chattels,  moneys,  stocks,  debts,  effects  and  property  whatso- 
ever, heretofore  assigned,  transferred,  hypothecated,  pledged, 
or  delivered  by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  any  person 
or  persons,  or  bodies  corporate,  whatsoever,  for  the  use,  se- 
curity, payment  or  indemnity  of  any  creditor  or  creditors, 
surety  or  sureties,  or  other  persons  or  bodies  corporate  in 
Europe,  together  with  all  deeds,  papers,  muniments  of  title, 
and  evidence  relating  thereto:  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and 
singular  the  premises  hereby  given,  granted,  assigned,  trans- 
ferred, and  set  over,  or  intended  so  to  be,  to  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, administrators  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  to  and 
for  their  own  use,  benefit  and  behoof  forever.  In  Trust 
nevertheless  to  and  for  the  same  uses,  interest  and  purposes, 
and  upon  the  same  Trusts,  and  under  and  subject  to  the 
same  terms,  conditions,  provisos,  limitations,  restrictions  and 
qualifications,  as  are  mentioned,  set  forth,  and  declared,  in 
and  by  a  certain  deed  of  assignment  made  and  executed 
by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  bearing  date 
the  said  fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  to  which 
this  deed  and  'assignment  is  intended  to  be  a  supplement. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  inter- 
changeably set  their  hands  and  seals.  The  said  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  acting  by  their  President,  James  Robertson,  Esq.,  at 
Philadelphia,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

We  accept  the  Trust  created  by  the  above  indenture  of 
assignment. 

J.  RoDEiiTSOPf,  [l.  9.] 

Jas.  S.  Neweold,  [l.  s.] 

Herman  Cope,  [i- s.] 

Thos.  S.  Tatlob,  [i.e.] 

J.  RoBEnxsoN,  President.  [t.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us. 


Jko.  Pexingtow, 
G.  W.  Faikma 


IKT,     \ 
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[Septembkb, 


State  of  Pennai/lvania.,  "} 

City  of  Philadelphia,  $ 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delplia,  appeared  the  above  named  Jas.  Robertson,  Esq.  to 
me  personally  known  as  the  President  of  tlie  Corporation 
above  named,  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the 
Banii  of  the  United  States,  who  being  duly  sworn  accordirig 
to  taw,  did  depose  and  say  that  he  executed  the  above  writ- 
ten Indenture  as  President  of  the  said  corporation,  and  that 
the  above  impression  is  the  Common  Seal  of  the  said  Cor- 
poration thereto  duly  affixed  by  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  and  that  the  said  Indenture  is  sealed  and  deliver- 
ed as  the  proper  act  and  deed  of  the  said — the  President, 
Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  uses,  interests,  and  purposes  therein  set  forth.  And 
John  Penington,  and  Geo.  W.  Fairman,  the  subscribing 
witnesses  to  the  said  Indenture  being  duly  sworn,  do  declare, 
that  they  were  present  and  did  see  the  said  President,  Jas. 
Kobertson,  Esq.  sign  the  said  Indenture,  affix  thereto  the 
Common  Seal  of  the  said  Corporation,  and  deliver  the  said 
Indenture  as  the  act  and  deed  of  the  said  Corporation, 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  Common  Seal  of  the  said  city 
this  sixth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  one. 

JNO.  SWIFT,  Mayor. 


The  coal  trade  commenced  in  1829,  and  increased  as  fol- 
lows : 
Years.  Tons.  Years.  Tons. 


1829 7,000 

1830 42,000 

1831 54,0U0 

1832 84,.50O 

1833 111,777 

1834 43,700 


1835 90,C0O 

1836 106,000 

1837 115,000 

1838 76,321 

1839 122,300 

1840 148,470 


Delaware  antl  Eludsoji  Canal  aud  Railroad. 

This  canal  and  railroad  extends  from  the  coal  mines  in 
the  Lackawanna  Valley,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Hondout  on 
tlie  Hudson  Kiver,  ninety-two  miles  above  New  York.  The 
whole  improvement  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  miles 
long. 

The  railroad  extends  from  tlie  mines  in  Carbondale  over 
■  mountain  to  Honesdale,  where  it  terminates  on  the  canal. 
Tt  is  sixteen  miles  long,  having  eight  inclined  planes,  five  of 
them  ascending  planes  from  the  mines  and  worked  by  station- 
ary steam  engines,  and  three  of  tliem  descending  planes  act- 
ing by  gravity.     The  railroad  is  wholly  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  canal  extends  from  Honesdale,  in  Wayne  county, 
twenty-three  miles  down  the  Lackawaxen  creek  to  the  river 
Delaware ;  thence  seventeen  miles  down  the  Delaware ;  and 
thence  sixty-seven  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  New 
York  to  Rondout  on  the  Hudson  river,  sixty  miles  below 
Albany  and  ninety-two  above  New  York.  It  is  one  hundred 
and  seven  miles  in  length,  having  locks  seventy  feet  long 
and  nine  feet  wide.     Its  boats  can  carry  thirty  tons. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is $1,500,000 

Borrowed  to  complete  the  canal  and  railroad . .         803,600 

Cost  of  the  work $2,303,600 


Total, 1,002,125 

The  New  York  Express  says,  "  we  learn  that  the  proba- 
ble sales  of  coal  by  the  Hudson  and  Delaware  Company, 
will  this  year  reach  200,000  tons,  which  at  a  profit  of  $2  50 
will  yield  a  revenue  of  half  a  million  of  dollars." 

There  were  employed  by  the  company  in  1833,  in  the 
mines,  upon  the  railroad,  canal  and  wharves,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty  laborers,  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-six 
horses.  There  are  now  employed  more  than  three  thousand 
laborers,  and  six  hundred  horses.  In  1823,  the  site  on  which 
Carbondale  is  built,  contnined  but  one  building,  and  Hones- 
dale  was  a  wilderness.  They  are  now  large  and  flourishing 
towns. — llurrisburg  Intelligencer. 


University  of  XortU  Carolina* 

In  reference  to  the  article  which  we  have  copied  from  the 
Raleigh  Register,  relating  to  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, (See  Register  page  79,)  we  learn  on  good  authority 
that  the  first  graduating  class,  that  of  1798,  consisted  of  seven 
instead  of  six,  and  what  is  a  little  remarkable,  three  of  the 
seven  are  still  alive — that  being  an  uncommon  proportion  of 
any  men  of  the  ages  at  which  students  generally  graduate 
to  be  found  living  at  the  expiration  of  forty-three  years.  These 
are  the  nnmes  of  the  seven ;  Alexander  Osborne,  Edwin  J. 
Osborne,  Hinton  James,  Robert  Locke,  Samuel  Hinton, 
Adam  Springs  and  James  Houston  ;  Hinton  James,  Adam 
Springs,  and  James  Houston,  are  the  three  yet  living.  Mr. 
James  is  the  respected  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  Wil- 
mington. Mr.  Springs  is  a  farmer  in,  it  is  believed,  Meck- 
lenburg county,  and  Mr.  Houston,  is  a  physician  of  Meck- 
lenburg or  Cabarrus.  The  whole  class  were  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  The  surviving  three  may  well  feel  gratified  at  the 
i  brightening  glories  of  their  Alma  Mater,  the  first  as  they  were 
1  to  hear  her  maternal  accents. —  JVibnin^ton  Chronicle. 


We  understand  that  the  company  has  borrowed  a  further 
sum  of  about  $250,000  for  the  purchase  of  boats,  cars,  horses 
and  to  open  mines.  This  we  believe  is  added  to  the  perma- 
nent debt,  making  the  cost  of  the  whole  improveoient  a  little 
more  than  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Of  the  debt  of  the  company  §800,000  is  for  stock  issued 
by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  other  in  company  loans, 
as  follows : 

Annual  interest. 

$500,000—5  per  cent,  payable  after  1846, $25,000 

300,000— 4i  "  "         "1847, 13,.500 

Interest  on  company  loan  last  year, 17,040 

Interest  annually  to  be  paid  by  company $55,540 


Norwegians. 

A  detachment  of  100  Norwegians  passed  up  the  lake  in 
the  Missouri,  a  short  time  back.  They  aie  a  swarthy,  robust 
people,  and  appear  capable  of  enduring  great  fatigue.  They 
were  destined  for  Milwaukie,  and  among  other  articles,  carry 
with  them  one  of  their  native  sleighs,  constructed  mostly  of 
iron,  and  designed  for  a  lady  and  gentleman.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  vehicle  was  peculiar,  being  very  narrow,  so  as  to 
compel  the  beaux  to  sit  astride  a  small  saddle  behind  the 
lady,  instead  of  at  her  side,  as  is  the  custom  of  this  country. — 
Barring  this  inconvenience,  the  Norwegian  sleigh  would  be  a 
rare  vehicle  on  the  lake  in  winter. — Buffalo  Adverli&er. 


In  addition  to  the  above  interest  paid  by  the  company  last 
year,  their  dividends  to  stockholders  have  been  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  a  surplus  fund  is  accumulat- 
ing towards  paying  off"  the  debt. 

The  company  was  incorporated  in  1823,  the  excavation 
of  the  canal  commenced  in  July,  1825,  and  the  work  was 
,£uushed  in  ISISS. 


Crape    Vines. 

It  is  stated  m  the  Hanover  (Pa.)  Herald  that  there  are 
several  grape  vines  growing  in  that  town  which  are  larger 
than  the  one  recently  noticed  in  a  London  paper,  and  which 
was  pronounced  the  largest  in  the  world.  A  vine  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Winebrenner  is  said  to  be  twenty  feet  long- 
er than  the  one  in  London,  and  at  the  present  time  has  no 
less  than  4800  bunches  of  grapes  on  it,  while  that  of  London 
bears  but  2500. 

The  Mercer  (Pa.)  Luminary  gives  an  account  of  a  severe 
hailstorm  which  fell  upon  that  vicinity  on  the  22d  inst. 
The  wind  laid  waste  fences,  uprooted  trees,  &c  ,  and  the 
hail,  which  came  down  thick  and  fast,  "  in  great  cakes  of  ice, 
two  and  three  pronged,"  did  much  damage  to  buckwheat, 
oats  and  corn ;  and  in  the  town  it  made  sad  havoc  with  the 
glass,  breaking  about  two  thousand  lights. 
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An  Act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pubUc 
lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

Ten  per  centum  of  proceeds  of  public  lands  to  be  alloxved 
to  certain  States  above  what  they  ivere  entitled  to  npoji 
their  admission  into  the  Union — tiot  to  be  affected  by 
disbursements  for  the  Cumberland  road. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itepresenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  ^imerica,in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  of  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  over  and  above  what 
each  of  the  said  States  is  entitled  to  by  the  terms  of  the  com- 
pacts entered  into  between  them  and  the  United  States,  upon 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  the  sum  of  ten  per  centum 
upon  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which, 
subsequent  to  the  day  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  within  the 
limits  of  each  of  said  States  respectively  :  Frovided,  That 
the  sum  so  allowed  to  the  said  States,  respectively,  shall  be 
in  nowise  affected  or  diminished  on  account  of  any  sums 
which  have  been  heretofore,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  applied  to 
the  construction  or  continuance  of  the  (/umberland  road,  but 
that  the  disbursements  for  the  said  road  shall  remain,  as  here- 
tofore, chargeable  on  the  two  per  centum  fund  provided  for 
by  compacts  with  several  of  the  said  States. 

Jlfler  deducting  the  aforesaid  ten  per  cent.  SJc.  the  resi- 
due of  nett  proceeds  after  deducting  certain  expendi- 
tures, to  be  divided  amo7ig  the  26  States,  District  of 
Columbia  and  the  Territories  according  to  the  repre- 
sentative population  tinder  directions  of  Legislatures 
or  Governors — under  proviso,  that  future  action  on 
same  subject  be  7iot   controlled  by  this  arrangement. 

Sec.  2.  Ajid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after  deducting 
the  said  ten  per  centum,  and  what,  by  the  compacts  afore- 
said, has  heretofore  been  allowed  to  the  States  aforesaid,  the 
residue  of  the  nett  proceeds — which  nett  proceeds  shall  be 
ascertained  by  deducting  from  the  gross  proceeds  all  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  for  the  following  objects  :  salaries  and 
expenses  on  account  of  the  General  Land  Office  ;  expenses 
for  surveying  public  lands  ;  salaries  and  expenses  in  the  sur- 
veyor general's  office;  salaries,  commissions,  and  allowances 
to  the  registers  and  receivers ;  the  live  per  centum  to  new 
States — of  all  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  wher- 
ever situated,  which  shall  be  sold  subsequent  to  the  said 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  shall  be  divided  among  the 
twenty-six  States  of  the  Union  and  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Florida,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  federal  representative  population 
as  ascertained  by  the  last  census,  to  be  applied  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  said  States  to  such  purposes  as  the  said  Legis- 
latures may  direct :  Provided,  That  the  distributive  share 
to  which  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  entitled,  shall  be 
applied  to  free  schools,  or  education  in  some  other  form,  as 
Congress  may  direct :  And  provided,  also,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  future 
applications  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
or  to  the  prejudice  of  applications  for  a  transfer  of  the  public 
lands,  on  reasonable  terms,  to  the  States  within  which  they 
lie,  or  to  make  such  future  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
or  any  part  thereof,  as  Congress  may  deem  expedient. 

Quotas  to  such  Slate  &c.,  to  be  paid  in  January  and 
July. 

Sec.  3,  .9nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  sums 
of  money  received  in  the  Treasury  as  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury 
half  yearly,  on  the  first  day  of  January  and  July  in  each 
year,  during  the  operation  of  this  act,  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  respective  Legislatures  of  the  said  States  and 
Territories,  or  the  Governors  thereof  in  case  the  Legisla- 
tures shall  have  made  no  such  appointment,  shall  authorize 
and  direct  to  receive  the  same. 


Proceeds  to  be  applied  by  the  States  &c.  first  to  payment 
of  debts  to  United  States — with  a  proviso  as  to  sums 
heretofore  deposited  with  them,  or  revolutionary  claims. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  sum  of 
money,  which  at  any  time  may  become  due  and  payable  to 
any  State  of  the  Union,  or  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  as  the  portion  of  the  said  Slate  or  District 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  shall  be  first 
applied  to  the  payment  of  any  debt,  due  and  payable  from 
the  said  State  or  District,  to  the  United  States  :  Provided, 
That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  sums  de- 
posited with  the  States  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  twenty- 
third  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  public  money,"  nor  to  any 
sums  apparently  due  to  the  United  States  as  balances  of 
debts  growing  out  of  the  transactions  of  the  Kevolutionary 
War. 

This  act  to  he  suspe7ided  in  case  of  war — and  to  extend 
to  new  States  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  5,  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  otherwise  provided  by  law, 
unless  the  United  States  shall  become  involved  in  war  with 
any  foreign  power,  in  which  event,  from  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  this  act  shall  be  suspended  during  the  continu- 
ance of  such  war:  Provided,  ?ievertheless.  That  if,  prior 
to  the  expiration  of  this  act,  any  new  State  or  States  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  there  be  assigned  to  such  new 
State  or  States,  the  proportion  of  the  proceeds  accruing  after 
their  admission  into  the  Union,  to  which  such  State  or 
States  may  be  entitled,  upon  the  principles  of  this  act,  to- 
gether with  what  such  State  or  States  may  be  entitled  to  by 
virtue  of  compacts  to  be  made  on  their  admission  into  the 
Union. 

Appropriation  for  surveys. — Jllinimum  price  of  lands. — 
Proviso  for  suspension  in  case  of  duty  on  imports  ex- 
ceeding 20  per  cent. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted.  That  there  shall  be 
annually  appropriated  for  completing  the  surveys  of  said 
lands,  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ;  and  the  minimum  price  at  which  the  public  lands 
are  now  sold  at  private  sale  shall  not  be  increased,  unless 
Congress  shall  think  proper  to  grant  alternate  sections  along 
the  line  of  any  canal  or  other  internal  improvement,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  increase  the  minimum  price  of  the  sections 
reserved  ;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  be  increased  by  law, 
except  as  aforesaid,  at  any  time  during  the  operation  of 
this  act,  then  so  much  of  this  act  as  provides  that  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pubhc  lands  shall  be  distributed 
among  the  several  States  shall,  from  and  after  the  increase 
of  the  minimum  price  thereof,  cease  and  become  utterly  null 
and  of  no  effect,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing :  Provided,  That  if,  at  any  time  during  the  exis- 
tence of  this  act,  there  shall  be  an  imposition  of  duties  on 
imports  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March 
second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  entitled 
"An  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  all  other  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"  and  beyond  the  rate  of  duty 
fixed  by  that  act,  to  wit,  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  value  of 
such  imports,  or  any  of  them,  then  the  distribution  provided 
in  this  act  shall  be  suspended,  and  shall  so  continue  until 
this  cause  of  its  suspension  shall  be  removed  ;  and  when  re- 
moved, if  not  prevented  by  other  provisi'jns  of  this  act,  such 
distribution  shall  be  resumed. 

Land  offices  and  districts  may  be  continued  in  certain 
cases. 

Sec.  7,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  continue  any  land  distiict  in  which  is 
situated  the  seat  of  Government  of  any  one  of  the  States,  and 
may  continue  the  land  office  in  such  district,  notwithstanding 
the  quantity  of  land  unsold  in  such  district  ma}'  not  amount 
to  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  when,  in  his  opinion, 
such  continuance  may  be  required  by  public  convenience 
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or  in  order  to  close  the  land  system  in  such  State  at  a  con-  ] 
venient  point,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  on  that  sub- 
ject, approved  twelfth  J  une,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty. 

50(',000  acres  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements  in 
States  named  in  Jirst  section — ivith  proviso  respecting 
previous  allotments — how  and  ivhere  lands  are  to  be  se-  \ 
lected — and  iStates  hereafter  admitted  to  have  the  same  \ 
quantity.  j 

Sec.  8.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  j 
granted  to  each  State  specified  in  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  for  purposes  of  internal  , 
improvement :  Provided,  That  to  each  of  the  said  States  ; 
which  has  already  received  grants  for  said  purposes  there  is 
hereby  granted  no  more  than  a  quantity  of  land  which  shall, 
together  with  the  amount  such  Stale  has  already  received  as 
aforesaid,  make  five  hundred  thousand  acres;  the  selections 
in  all  of  the  said  States  to  be  made  within  their  limits  re- 
spectively in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatures  thereof  shall 
direct ;  and  located  in  parcels,  conformably  to  sectional  divi- 
sions and  sub-divisions,  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  one  location,  on  any  public  land  except  such 
as  is  or  may  be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  Congress 
or  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which 
said  locations  may  be  made  at  any  time  after  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  in  said  States  respectively  shall  have  been 
surveyed,  according  to  existing  laws.  And  there  shall  be 
and  hereby  is  granted  to  each  new  State  that  shall  be  here- 
after admitted  into  the  Union,  upon  such  admission,  so  much 
land  as,  including  such  quantity  as  may  have  been  granted 
to  such  State  before  its  admission,  and  while  under  a  Terri- 
torial Government,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  as 
aforesaid,  shall  make  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land, 
to  be  selected  and  located  as  aforesaid. 

^0  lands  granted  to  States  to  be  sold  at  less  than  $1  25 
■unless  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress — nett  proceeds  to 
be  faithfully  applied  to  certain  objects  by  the  Stales — 
7nails  and  troops  to  pass  without  toll  on  roads,  canals, 
^c. 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  lands  therein 
granted  to  the  States  above  named  shall  not  be  disposed  of 
at  a  price  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
yntii  otherwise  authorized  by  a  law  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said  lands  shall  be  faith- 
fully applied  to  objects  of  internal  improvement  within  the 
States  aforesaid  respectively,  namely  :  Roads,  railways, 
bridges,  canals  and  improvement  of  water-courses,  and  drain- 
ing of  swamps;  and  such  roads,  railways,  canals,  bridges  and 
water-courses,  when  made  or  improved,  shall  be  free  for  the 
transportation  of  the  United  States  mail,  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  for  the  passage  of  their  troops,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  any  toll  whatever. 

Right  of  pre-emption  in  favor  of  actual  settlers  being  citi- 
zens or  foreigners,  who  have  declared  their  intention  in 
certain  cases — proof  how  to  be  made — fees  to  register 
and  receiver — oath  to  be  talcen  that  applicant  is  not  ex- 
cluded from  any  of  tlie  provisions  of  tins  act. 
Sec.  10.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  every  person,  being  the  head  of  a  fa- 
mily, or  widow,  or  single  man,  over  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  having 
filed  his  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  as  re- 
quired by  the  naturalization  laws,  who,  since  the  first  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  has  made,  or  shall 
hereafter  make  a  settlement  in  person  on  the  public  lands  to 
which  the  Indian  title  had  been,  at  the  time  of  such  settle- 
ment, extinguished,  and  which  has  been,  or  shall  have  been 
surveyed  prior  thereto,  and  who  shall  inhabit  and  improve 
the  same,  and  who  has  or  shall  erect  a  dwelling  thereon, 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  such  land  may  lie, 
by  legal  sub-divisions,  any  number  of  acres  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  a  quarter  section  of  land,  to  in- 
clude the  residence  of  such  claimant,  upon  paying  to  the 


United  States  the  minimum  price  of  such  land,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  following  limitations  and  exceptions :  No  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  pre-emptive  right  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act ;  no  person  who  is  the  proprietor  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory  of 
the  United  States,  and  no  person  who  shall  quit  or  abandon 
his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the  public  land 
in  the  same  State  or  Territory,  shall  acquire  any  right  of 
pre-emption  under  this  act ;  no  lands  included  in  any  reser- 
vation, by  any  treaty,  law  or  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or  reserved  for  salines,  or  for  other  pur- 
poses; no  lands  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools,  nor  the 
lands  acquired  by  either  of  the  two  last  treaties  with  the 
Miami  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  or  which  may 
he  acquired  of  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  or  other  Indian  reservation  to  which  the  title  has  been 
or  may  be  extinguished  by  the  United  States  at  any  time 
during  the  operation  of  this  act;  no  sections  of  land  reserved 
to  the  United  States  alternate  to  other  sections  granted  to  any 
of  the  States  for  the  construction  of  any  canal,  railroad,  or 
other  public  improvement ;  no  sections  or  fractions  of  sec- 
tions included  within  the  limits  of  any  incorporated  town ; 
no  portions  of  the  public  lands  which  have  been  selected  as 
the  site  for  a  city  or  town  ;  no  parcel  or  lot  of  land  actually 
settled  and  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  not  agri- 
culture ;  and  no  lands  on  which  are  situated  any  known  sa- 
lines or  mines,  shall  be  liable  to  entry  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And  so  much  of  the  proviso 
of  the  act  of  twenty-second  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  or  any  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  directs  certain  reservations  to  be  made  in  favor  of 
certain  claims  under  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  :  Provided,  That  such  re- 
peal shall  not  aflfeci  any  title  to  any  tract  of  land  secured  ia 
virtue  of  said  treaty. 

Sec.  11.  .3nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  two  or 
more  persons  shall  have  settled  on  the  same  quarter  section 
of  land,  the  right  of  pre-emption  shall  be  in  him  or  her,  who 
made  the  first  settlement,  provided  such  persons  shall  con- 
form to  the  other  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  all  questions  as 
to  the  right  of  pre-emption  arising  between  diflTerent  settlers 
shall  be  settled  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district 
within  which  the  land  is  situated,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  and 
a  revision  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur)'  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  12.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  prior  to  any 
entries  being  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  proof  of  the  settlement  and  improvement  thereby  re- 
quired shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  land  district  in  which  such  lands  may  lie, 
agreeably  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  each  be  entitled  (o  receive 
fifty  cents  from  each  applicant  for  his  services  to  be  render- 
ed as  aforesaid;  and  all  assignments  and  transfers  of  the  right 
hereby  secured  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent  shall  be  null 
and  void. 

Sec.  1 3.  J]nd  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  before  any  per- 
son  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  be  allowed  to  enter 
such  lands,  he  or  she  shall  make  oath  before  the  receiver  or 
register  of  the  land  district  in  which  the  land  is  situated  (who 
are  hereby  authorized  to  administer  the  same)  that  he  or  she 
has  never  had  the  benefit  of  any  right  of  pre-emption  under 
this  act ;  that  he  or  she  is  not  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  nor  hath  he  or  she  settled  upon  and  improved 
said  land  to  sell  the  same  on  speculation,  but  in  good  faith 
to  appropriate  it  to  his  or  her  ovvn  exclusive  use  or  benefit; 
and  that  he  or  she  has  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  any 
agreement  or  contract,  in  any  way  or  manner,  with  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever,  by  which  the  title  which  he  or 
she  might  acquire  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  enure,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  the  benefit  of  any  per- 
son except  himself  or  herself;  and  if  any  person  taking  such 
oath  shall  swear  falsely  in  the  premises,  he  or  she  shall  be 
subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury,  and  shall 
forfeit  the  money  which  he  or  she  may  have  paid  for  said 
land,  and  all  right  and  title  to  the  same  ;  and  any  grant  or 
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conveyance  which  he  or  she  may  have  made,  except  in  the  i 
hands  of  bona  fide  purchasers,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  I 
shall  be  null  and  void.     And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  offi-  j 
cer  administering  such  oath  to  file  a  certificate  thereof  in  the  , 
public  land  office  of  such  district,  and  to  transmit  a  duplicate 
copy  to  the  General  Land  Office,  either  of  which  shall  be 
good  and  sufficient  evidence  that  such  oath  was  administer- 
ed according  to  law. 

iSales  already  announced  not  to  be  postponed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  14.  Mud  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
not  delay  the  sale  of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  beyond  the  time  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  appoint- 
ed by  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  nor  shall  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  be  available  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  fail  to  make  the  proof  and  payment,  and  file  the  affida- 
vit required  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement 
of  the  sales  as  aforesaid. 

J\'otice  of  intention  ofpi/rchase  by  settlers. 

Sec.  15.  ^^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any 
person  has  settled  or  shall  settle  and  improve  a  tract  of  land, 
subject  at  the  time  of  settlement  to  private  entry,  and  shall 
intend  to  purchase  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
such  person  shall  in  the  first  case,  within  three  months  after 
the  passage  of  the  same,  and  in  the  last  within  thirty  days 
next  after  the  date  of  such  settlement,  tile  with  the  register 
of  the  proper  district  a  written  statement  describing  the  land 
settled  upon,  and  declaring  the  intention  of  such  person  to 
claim  the  same  under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  shall, 
where  such  settlement  is  already  made,  within  twelve  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  where  it  shall  hereafter  be  ' 
made,  within  the  same  period  after  the  date  of  such  settle- 
ment, make  the  proof,  affidavit,  and  payment  herein  re-  ; 
quired  ;  and  if  he  or  she  shall  fail  to  file  such  written  state- 
ment as  aforesaid,  or  shall  fail  to  make  such  aflidavit,  proof, 
and  [)ayment  within  the  twelve  months  aforesaid,  the  tract 
of  land  so  settled  and  improved  shall  be  subject  to  the  entry 
of  any  other  purchaser. 

Relinquishment  of  2  per  cent,  on  lands  sold  or  to  be  sold 
in  Mississippi,  on  certain  conditions. 

Sec.  16.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  two  per 
cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold,  or  that  may  here- 
after he  sold  by  the  United  States  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
since  the  first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  and  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  People  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,"  and  all  acts  supplemental  thereto, 
reserved  for  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  said 
State,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  relinquished  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  payable  in  two  equal  instalments  ;  the  first  to 
be  paid  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-two,  and  the  other  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  so  far  as  the  same  may  then 
have  accrued,  and  quarterly,  as  the  same  may  accrue  after 
said  period  :  Provided,  'J'hat  the  Legislature  of  said  State 
shall  pass  an  act,  declaring  their  acceptance  of  said  relin- 
quishment in  full  of  said  lund,  accrued  and  accruing,  and 
also  embracing  a  provision,  to  be  unalterable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  that  the  whole  of  said  two  per  cent, 
fund  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road, leading  from  Brandon,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to 
the  eastern  boundary  of  said  State,  in  the  direction,  as  near 
as  may  be,  of  the  towns  of  Selma,  Cahaba  and  Montgomery, 
in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  same  in  ,3labama. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  two  per 
cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United 
States,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  since  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  re- 
served by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  People  of 
the  Alabama  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Go- 
vernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 


on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,'*  for  making  of 
a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the  said  State,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  relinquished  to  the  said  State  of  Alabama,  payable 
in  two  equal  instalments,  the  first  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  the 
other  on  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-three,  so  far  as  the  same  has  accrued,  and  quarter- 
ly, as  the  same  may  hereafter  accrue  :  Provided,  Tliai  the 
Legislature  of  said  State  shall  first  pass  an  aot  declaring  their 
acceptance  of  said  relinquishment,  and  also  embracing  a  pro- 
vision, to  he  unalterable  without  the  consent  of  ('ongress, 
that  the  whole  of  said  two  per  cent,  fund  shall  be  faithfully 
applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
to  the  connexion,  by  some  means  of  internal  improvement, 
of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  bay  of  Mobile  with  the  Ten- 
nessee liver,  and  to  the  construction  of  a  continuous  line  of 
internal  improvements  from  a  point  on  the  Chattahooche 
river,  opposite  West  Point,  in  Georgia,  across  the  State  of 
Alabama,  in  a  direction  to  Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

JOHN  WHITE, 
Speaker  of  the  Iloiise  of  Re  present  ativest 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  September  4,  1841. 

JOHN  TYLER. 


A  Hard  Case« 


The  Rochester  Democrat  states  that  Mr.  Elijah  Shaw, 
aged  70  years,  who  fought  the  battles  of  his  country  against 
three  nations,  is  now  in  the  poor  house  within  two  miles  of 
Rochester.  He  was  on  hoard  the  Constellation  when  she 
captured  the  French  frigate  L'Insurgent  in  IbOJ.  In  1803 
he  was  on  board  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  of 
her  capture  ofi"  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  suffered  nine 
months  imprisonment.  He  V7as  on  board  the  frigate  United 
States  when  she  captured  the  Macedonian,  and  thp  Presi- 
dent, at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  a  British  squadron.  After 
the  peace,  he  sailed  under  Commodore  Decatur  up  the 
Mediterranean,  to  chastise  the  Barhary  powers.  This  being 
done,  he  sailed  with  Commodore  Porter  in  the  squadron  that 
so  effectually  destroyed  a  gang  of  lawless  pirates. 


Liicensing  and  Retailing  in  Old  Times* 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  votes  of  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  passed  in  the  year  1654,  and  which  we  have 
copied  from  the  records  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  the  business  of  selling  ardent  spirits  was  very 
early  made  a  matter  of  legislation  by  our  forefatheis — and 
it  is  believed  that  no  one  was  found  at  that  time  having  suf- 
ficient hardihood  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  law,  to  ques- 
I  tion  its  constitutionality,  or  refuse  obedience  to  its  provi- 
sions.— Hartford  Cottrant. 

General  Court,  1634. 

It  is  ordered  by  this  Cotirt,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  person  whatsoever  within  these  liberties,  directly  or 
indirectly  to  sell,  lend,  barter  or  give  to  any  Indian  whatso- 
ever, small  or  great,  one  or  other,  any  wine,  liquors,  beer, 
cider  or  metheglin,  or  any  sort  or  kind  whatsoever,  except 
it  be  their  ordinary  household  beer,  for  which  they  shall  have 
no  recompense — upon  the  former,  penalty  of  £5  for  every 
pint,  and  40  shillings  for  the  least  quantity. 

It  is  further  ordered  by  this  Caurt,  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  persons  what-over  to  draw  any  wine,  strong 
water  of  any  sort  or  kind,  strong  beer  or  cider,  and  sell  it  out 
by  retail  to  any  person  whatsoever,  except  such  persons  in 
each  town  as  are  licensed  so  to  do  from  the  Court. 


The  average  amount  of  property  destroyed  by  fire  in  New 
Haven  for  the  last  twelve  years,  is  only  §2,477.  Population, 
15,000, 
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Pennsylvania  and  New  Yorlc. 

■prom  the  year  1790  until  1830  every  Census  exhibited 
the  Congressional  representation  of  New  York  increasing 
in  the  proportion  which  it  bore  to  that  of  Pennsylvania,  ow- 
ing to  the  more  rapid  increase  of  population,  as  shown  in 
the  following  tables : 

Pennsylvania.  Increase, 
10  years. 
434,000 

602,000  33  per  ct. 
810,000  34      " 
1,049,000  29      " 
1,348,000  2S      " 
From  this  we  see  that  while  in  1790  Pennsylvania  ex- 
ceeded N.  y.  nearly  160,000;  in  1830,  the  latter  exceeded  the 
former  nearly  600,000,  and  from  its  great  population  and 
rapid  progress  assumed  the  title  of  the  Empire  State. 

The  recent  Census  furnishes  us  with  the  gratifying  fact 
that  the  tables  have  turned,  and  that  the  rate  of  increase  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  last  ten  years  exceeds  that  of  New  York, 
as  is  here  shown : 


New  York. 

Increase, 
10  years. 

1790 

340,000 

1800 

586,000 

72  per  ct 

1810 

959,000 

63      " 

1830 

],372,(;C0 

43      " 

1830 

1,918,000 

40      " 

Trade  of  the  ITnited  States  -\vitli  Oreat  Britain* 

But  few  persons,  not  familiar  with  the  subject,  are  aware 
of  the  immense  amount  of  trade  which  is  every  year  carried 
on  between  this  country  and  Great  Britain — and  which  is 
clearly  exhibited  in  the  following  tal)le,  which  also  shows 
that  this  country  takes  from  Great  Britain  in  manufactures, 
on  an  average  of  years,  the  whole  value  of  the  produce  ex- 
ported to  that  country. 


PS 
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Value  (in  Dollars)  of 
Imports  into  G.  Britain 
and  Ireland  from  the  U. 
States. 


New  York.     Increase, 
2,428,000    26^  pr.  ct. 


Pennsylvania.  Increase. 

1840  2,428,000    26^  pr.  ct.         1,724,000     28  pr.  ct. 

The  growth  of  Pennsylvania  from  1820  to  1830  was 
o23,0./0,  whereas  from  1830  to  1840  it  has  been  3r6,000 
showing  an  increase  of  53,000,  whereas  that  of  New  York 
has  fallen  from  .546,000  to  510,000. 

Throughout  the  world  the  land  first  occupied  is  that  which 
yields  food  most  readily  in  return  to  labor,  while  that  which 
yields  coal  and  iron  is  always  avoided,  because  of  its  com- 
parative sterility.  The  South  of  England  was  in  former  times 
the  seat  of  empire,  but  with  the  growth  of  population  and  of 
capital,  it  has  gradually  passed  to  the  North,  and  the  Reform 
Bill  deprived  numerous  towns  and  boroughs  in  the  South  of 
their  representation,  because  of  their  decayed  condition,  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  it  to  those  of  the  North,  which 
had  sprung  up  in  and  near  that  great  coal  region.  So  long 
as  it  was  not  necessary  to  pass  the  mountains,  Pennsylvania 
grew  more  ra[)idiy  than  New  York,  but  when  the  Eastern 
counties  became  tolerably  settled,  the  superior  advantages  of 
New  York  for  cultivation  attracted  emigration  thither,  and 
her  numbers  increased  with  great  rapidity.  With  the  growth 
of  the  population  and  capital  of  Pennsylvania  numerous 
canals  and  railroads  have  enabled  her  citizens  to  bring  into 
activity  her  great  mineral  resources,  and  a  counter-action  has 
commenced.  The  ratio  of  her  increase  is  now  greater  than 
that  of  any  Atlantic  State  except  Georgia,  and  we  think  we 
hazard  little  in  asserting  that  the  next,  probably  all  future 
censuses  will  show  a  higher  ratio  of  increase  than  will  be 
shown  by  any  Atlantic  State  whatever.  No  State  in  the 
Union  possesses  the  same  amount  of  mineral  wealth — none 
can  yield  larger  returns  to  labor  and  capital. 

We  have  wasted  a  large  amount  of  both  in  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  some  of  which  are  useless,  and  all 
of  which  have  cost  far  more  than  they  should  have  done  : 
but  great  as  is  the  amount  of  debt  that  has  thus  been  fasten- 
ed upon  us,  we  are  strongly  disposed  to  believe,  that  if  pro- 
per economy  be  used  in  future,  the  public  faith  may  be 
maintained,  while  the  taxation  will  bear  to  the  amount  of 
pioduction  almost  as  small  a  proportion  as  in  any  State  of 
the  Union.  Common  sense  and  common  honesty  will  carry 
us  through  triumphantly,  and  a  few  years  hence  we  shall 
all  look  back  witli  a  feeling  ofsurpri.se  that  any  doubt  could 
have  been  entertained  of  either  the  ability  or  the  di-sposition 
of  this  State  to  pay  both  principal  and  interest  of  a  debt 
amounting  to  about  one-eighth  of  the  yearly  revenue  of 
the  French  Government — a  revenue  contributed  by  a  people, 
nearly  three-fourths  of  whom  are  compelled  to  live  upon  six 
cents  a  day.  We  shall  all  then  be  dispo.sed  to  believe  that, 
although  the  advantageous  situation  of  New  York  has,  up  to 
this  time  enabled  her  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Union,  Penn- 
sylvania must  ultimately  contain  the  largest  population  and 
be  the  wealthiest  State — and  we  hope  our  successors  at  some 
future  time  may  be  able  to  add — the  most  enlightened  State 
in  the  Union. — JVational  Gazette. 


1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 


Value  (in  Dollars)  of 
ExPouTS  from  G.  B.  and 
Ireland  to  the  United 
States. 


.26,329,352 24,539,214. 

.30,810,995 36,921,265. 

. 32,363,450 I.e.-.  .37,845,824. 

.  44,21 2,097 ' 47,242,807. 

.  52,1 80,977 I . ,  -  - . .  6 1,249,527. 

.57,875,213 ' 78,645,968. 

.54,683,797 44,886,943. 

.52,176,610 1 44,861,973. 

.59,896,213 1 65,964,588. 


— 

[Boston  jyjercantile  Journal. 

Cuba. 

Statement  of  the  Vessels  -which  entered  at  Havana,  in 

1840, 

Number. 

Tons. 

Nation. 

Value  cargoes 

884 

164,880 

American 

87 

15,520 

British 

539 

70,123 

Spanish 

$7,000,000 

14 

2,082 

Dutch 

15 

3,204 

Belgiari 

29 

5,080 

French 

21 

4,460 

Hamburg 

31 

5,637 

Bremen 

17 

5,035 

Danish 

16 

3,411 

Others 

165G 


278,432 


{Public  Ledger.- 


OSilTUARY. 

On  the  1st  inst.  near  Georgetown,  the  venerable  Joseph 
NouiiSE,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age. 

The  name  of  Joseph  Nourse  is  familiar  to  us  all,  and  has 
been  justly  associated  with  that  of  Charles  Thompson  in 
the  minds  and  memories  of  tliose  who  lived  and  served  dur- 
ing the  trying  period  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  N.  was  born  in  London  in  the  year  1754 ;  he  emi- 
grated with  his  father's  family  to  this  country  in  1769,  and 
settled  in  the  lower  part  of  Virginia.  In  1776,  he  entered 
the  Army,  and  served  in  it  and  in  different  departments  con- 
nected with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  from  which  time 
he  continued  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Government  un- 
til its  re-organization  in  1789,  when  be  was  appointed  by 
General  Washington  to  the  olhce  of  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, in  which  he  afforded  great  assistance  to  Secretary 
Hamilton  in  arranging  the  details  of  his  system  of  revenue 
and  finance.  In  this  office  Mr.  N.  was  continued,  giving  by 
his  faithful  and  laborious  services  the  most  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  every  administration  of  the  Government,  until  1829. 


Ijondou  and  Cincinnati* 

London, — with  a  population  of  1,650,000  has  nine  daily 
newspapers,  which  circulate  45,000  copies. 

I'aris, — with  a  population  of  900,000,  has  20  daily 
papers,  whose  average  sale  is  90,000. 

Cincinnati, — with  a  population  of  50,000,  has  ten  daily 
papers,  with  a  circulation  of  say  5000,  all  told.  Cincinnati 
has  one  more  daily  newspaper  than  London,  with- a  popula- 
tion 33  times  greater — yet  the  nine  London  papers  circulate 
40,000  copies  more  than  the  ten  in  Cincinnati. 

[Cincinnati  Gaz.. 
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PRESIDENT  TYLER'S  VETO  MESSAGE. 
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]>I  E  S  S  A  G  E 

FROM  THE  PHESIDF.NT  OF  TilE  UNlTEIt   STATES, 

Returning  ivith  his  ohjections,  the  BiU  to  provide  for  the 
better  collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  hif  meant  of  a  Corporation,  to  be  styled 
the  "  Fiscal  Corporation  of  the  United  Htutes."  Sep- 
tember 9,  1841. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  feel  myself  constrained,  by 
the  duty  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the  ! 
United  States,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  re- 
turn to  that  House  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  "  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue,  by  means  of  a  corporation  to  be  styled  the 
Fiscal  Corporation  of  the  United  States,"  with  my  written 
objections. 

In  my  message  sent  to  the  Senate  on  the  16th  day  of  Au- 
gust last,  returning  the  bill  "  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Fiscal  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  distinctly  declared 
that  my  own  opinion  had  been  uniformly  proclaimed  to  be  , 
against  the  exercise  '  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  a 
jMational  Bank  to  operate  per  se  over  the  Union  ;"  and  en-  ■ 
tertaining  that  opinion,  my  main  objection  to  that  bill  was 
based  upon  the  highest  moral  and  religious  obligations  of 
conscience  and  the  Constitution.  I  readily  admit,  that  whilst 
the  qualified  veto  with  which  the  Chief  Magistrate  is  in- 
vested, should  be  regarded,  and  was  intended  by  the  wise 
men  who  made  it  a  part  of  the  Constitution,  as  a  great  con- 
servative principle  of  our  system,  without  the  exercise  of 
which,  on  important  occasions,  a  mere  representative  ma- 
jority may  urge  the  Government  in  iis  legislation  beyond 
the  limits  fixed  by  its  framers,  or  might  exert  its  just  powers 
too  hastily  or  oppressively ;  yet,  it  is  a  power  which  ought 
to  be  most  cautiously  exerted,  and  perhaps  never,  except  in 
a  case  imminently  involving  the  public  interest,  or  one  in 
which  the  oath  of  the  President,  acting  under  his  convic- 
tions, both  mental  and  moral,  imperiously  requires  its  exer- 
cise.    In  such  a  case  he  has  no  alternative. 

He  must  either  exert  the  negative  power  intrusted  to  him 
by  the  Constitution,  chiefly  for  its  own  preservation,  protrc- 
tion,  and  defence,  or  commit  an  act  of  gross  moral  turpitu^ie. 
Mere  regard  to  the  will  of  a  majority  must  not,  in  a  consti- 
tutional republic  like  ours,  control  this  sacred  and  solemn 
duty  of  a  sworn  officer.  The  Constitution  itself,  I  regard  and 
cherish,  as  the  embodied  and  written  will  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  It  is  their  fixed  and  fundamental 
law,  which  they  unanimously  prescribe  to  the  public  func- 
tionaries— their  mere  trustees  and  servants.  This,  their  will, 
and  the  law  which  they  have  given  us  as  the  rule  of  our  ac- 
tion, has  no  guard,  no  guarantee  of  preservation,  protection, 
and  defence,  but  the  oath  which  it  prescribes  to  public  offi- 
cers, the  sanctity  with  which  they  shall  religiously  observe 
the  oaths,  and  the  patriotism  with  which  the  people  shall 
shield  it  by  their  sovereign  will,  which  has  made  the  Con- 
stitution supreme.  It  must  be  exerted  against  the  will  of  a 
mere  representative  majority,  or  not  at  all.  It  is  alone  in 
pursuance  of  that  will  that  any  measure  can  ever  reach  the 
President;  and  to  say  that  because  a  majority  in  Congress 
have  passed  a  bill  the  President  should  therefore  sanction  it, 
is  to  abrogate  the  power  altogether,  and  to  render  its  inser- 
tion in  the  Constitution  a  work  ot  absolute  supererogation. 
The  duty  is  to  guard  the  fundamental  will  of  the  people 
themselves  from  (in  this  case  I  admit  unintentional)  change 
or  infraction  by  a  majority  in  Congress.  And  in  that  liRJit 
alone,  do  I  regard  the  constitutional  duty  ivhich  I  now  most 
reluctantly  discharge. 

Is  this  bill,  now  presented  for  my  approval  or  dis.ipproval, 
such  a  bill  as  I  have  already  declared  could  not  rpceive  my 
sanction  1  Is  it  such  a  bill  as  calls  for  the  exercise  of  the 
negative  power  under  the  Constitution  ?  Does  it  violate  the  \ 
Constitution,  by  creating  a  National  Bank,  to  operate  perse 
over  the  Union  ?  Its  title,  in  the  first  place,  describes  its 
general  character.  It  is  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
collection,  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  re- 
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venue,"  by  means  of  a  corporation,  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal 
Corporatioji  of  the  United  States.  In  style,  then,  it  is 
plainly  national  in  its  character.  Its  powers,  functions  and 
duties,  are  those  which  pertain  to  the  collecting,  keeping  and 
disbunjing  the  public  revenue.  The  means  by  which  these 
are  to  be  exerted  is  a  corporation,  to  be  styled  the  Fiscal 
Corporation  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  corporation  cre- 
ated by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  character 
of  a  National  Legislature  for  the  whole  Union,  to  perforin 
\.\\e  fscal  purposes,  meet  Ihe  fiscal  wants  and  exigencies, 
supjily  the  fiscal  uses,  and  exert  the  fiscal  agencies  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  S'ates.  Such  is  its  own  description 
of  itself.  Do  its  provisions  contradict  its  title  ?  They  do  not. 
It  is  true,  that  by  its  first  section,  it  provides  that  it  shall  be 
established  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  the  amount  of 
its  capital — the  manner  in  which  its  stock  is  to  be  subscribed 
for  and  held — the  persons,  bodies,  corporate  and  politic,  by 
whom  its  stock  may  be  held — the  appointment  of  its  direc- 
tors, and  their  powers  and  duties — its  fundamental  articles, 
especially  that  to  establish  agencies  in  any  part  of  the  Union 
—  the  corporate  powers  and  business  of  such  agencies — the 
prohibition  of  (^'ongress  to  establish  any  other  corporation 
with  similar  powers  for  twenty  years,  with  express  reserva- 
tion in  the  same  clause,  to  modify  or  create  any  bank  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  so  that  the  aggregate  ca()ital  shall  not 
exceed  five  millions  ;  without  enumerating  other  features 
which  are  equally  distinctive  and  characteristic,  clearly  show 
that  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  other  than  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  jiowers  seemingly  more  limited  than 
have  heretofore  been  granted  to  such  an  institution.  It  ope- 
rates per  se  over  the  Union,  by  virtue  of  the  nnaided,  and, 
in  my  view,  assumed  authority  of  Congress  as  a  National 
Legislature,  as  distinguished  from  a  bank  created  by  ('on- 
gress  for  the  Dit^trict  of  Columbia,  as  the  local  Legislature 
of  the  District.  Every  United  i^tates  Bank  heretofore  created 
has  had  the  power  to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  as  well  as  in 
local  discounts.  Both  were  trading  privileges  conferred,  and 
both  exercised,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  power  of  Congress, 
over  the  whole  Union.  The  question  of  power  remains  un- 
changed, without  reference  to  the  extent  of  privilege  grant- 
ed. If  this  proposed  Corporation  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  local 
bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  invested  by  Congress  with 
general  powers  to  operate  over  the  Union,  it  is  obnoxious 
to  still  stronger  objections.  It  assumes  that  Congress  may 
invest  a  local  institution  with  general,  or  national  powers. — 
With  the  same  propriety  that  it  may  do  this  in  regard  to  a 
bank  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  may  as  to  a  State  bantc. 
Yet  who  can  indulge  the  idea  that  this  Government  can 
rightfully,  by  making  a  State  bank  its  fiscal  agent,  invest  it 
with  the  absolute  and  unqualified  powers  conferred  by  this 
bill  ?  When  I  come  to  look  at  the  details  of  the  bill,  they 
do  not  recommend  it  strongly  to  my  adoption.  A  brief  no- 
tice of  some  of  its  provisions  will  suffice. 

Fir.-t.  It  may  justify  substantially  a  system  of  discounts 
of  the  most  objectionable  character.  It  is  to  deal  in  bills  of 
exchange  drawn  in  one  State  and  payable  in  another,  with- 
out any  restraint.  The  bill  of  exchange  may  have  an  un- 
limited time  to  run,  and  its  renewability  is  nowhere  guarded 
against.  It  may,  in  fact,  assume  the  most  objectionable  form 
of  accommodation  paper.  It  is  not  required  to  rest  on  any 
actual,  real,  or  substantial  exchange  basis;  a  drawer  in  one 
place  becomes  the  acceptor  in  another,  and  so  on  in  turn  the 
acceptor  may  become  the  drawer,  upon  a  mutual  understand- 
ing. It  may,  at  the  same  time,  indulge  in  mere  i^ical  dis- 
count under  the  naini!  of  bills  of  exchange.  A  bill  drawn 
at  Philadeljihia  on  Camden,  New  Jer,-ey  ;  at  New  V'ork  on 
a  bordi  r  town  in  New  Jersey  ;  at  Cincinnati  on  Newport, 
Kentucky,  not  to  multiply  othtr  examples,  might,  for  any- 
thing in  this  bill  to  restrain  it,  become  a  mere  matter  of  loca  1 
accommoilation.  Cities  thus  relatively  situated  would  pos- 
sess advantages  over  cities  otherwise  situnted,  of  so  decidttl 
a  charrtcter  as  most  justly  to  excite  dissatisfaction. 

2d.  There  is  no  limit  prescribed  to  the  i)remium  in  the 
purchase  of  bills  of  exchanu'e  ;  thereby  correcting  nonecftho 
evils  under  which  the  community  now  labors,  and  operating 
most  injuriously  upon  the  agiicultural  States,  in  which  the 
inequality  in  tho  rates  of  exchange  are  mostBevcreiy  felt. — 


no 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Nor  are  these  the  only  consequences.  A  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  banks  of  these  States,  would  be  liable  to 
indefinite  postponement;  for  as  the  operation  of  the  agencies 
of  the  interior  would  chiefly  consist  in  selling  bills  of  ex- 
change, and  the  purchases  could  only  be  made  in  specie,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  paying  specie,  the  State  banks  would  either 
have  to  continue  with  their  doors  closed,  or  exist  at  the 
mercy  of  this  national  monopoly  of  brokerage.  Nor  can  it 
be  passed  over  without  remark,  that  whilst  the  District  of 
Columbia  is  made  the  scat  of  the  principal  bank,  its  citizens 
are  excluded  from  all  participation  in  any  benefit  it  might 
alford,  by  a  positive  prohibiticn  of  the  bank  from  all  dis- 
counting within  the  District. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  which  promjnently  ex- 
ist against  the  details  of  the  bill ;  others  might  be  urged,  of 
much  force,  but  it  would  be  unprofitable  to  dwell  upon  them: 
Buffice  it  to  add,  that  this  charter  is  designed  to  continue  for 
twenty  yeats,  without  a  competitor ;  tli.it  the  defects  to 
which  I  "have  alluded  being  founded  on  the  fundamental  law 
of  the  Corporation,  are  irrevocable ;  and  that  if  the  objec- 
tions be  well  founded,  it  would  be  over  hazardous  to  pass 
the  bill  into  a  law. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  leave  most  respectfully  to  say,  tljat 
I  have  felt  the  most  anxious  solicitude  to  meet  the  wislies  of 
Congress  in  the  adoption  of  a  Fiscal  Agent,  which,  avoid- 
ing all  constitutional  objections,  should  harmonise  conflict- 
ing opinions.  Actuated,  by  this  feeling,  I  have  been  ready 
to  yield  much,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  the  opinions  of 
others;  and  it  is  with  great  pain  that  I  now  feel  compelled 
to  difler  from  Congress  a  second  time  in  the  same  session. 
At  the  commencement  of  this  session,  inclined  from  choice 
to  defer  to  the  legislative  will,  I  submitted  to  Congress  tlie 
propriety  of  adopting  a  Fiscal  Agent  which,  without  vio- 
lating the  Constitution,  would  separate  the  public  moneys 
from  the  Executive  control,  perform  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury,  without  being  burdensome  to  the  people,  or  in- 
convenient, or  expensive  to  the  Government.  It  is  deeply 
to  be  regretted  tUat  this  Department  of  the  Government  can- 
not, upon  constitutional  and  other  gro\inds,  concur  with  the 
Legislative  Department  in  this  last  measure  proposed  to  at- 
tain these  desirable  objects.  Owing  to  the  brief  space  be- 
tween the  period  of  the  death  of  my  lamented  predecessor, 
and  my  own  installation  into  oflice,  I  was,  in  fact,  not  left 
time  to  prepare  and  submit  a  definite  recommendation  of  my 
own  regular  message ;  and  since,  my  mind  has  been  wholly 
occupied  in  a  most  anxious  attempt  to  conform  my  action  to 
the  Legislative  will.  In  this  communication,  I  am  confined 
by  the  Constitution  to  my  objections,  simply  to  thiti  bill,  but 
the  period  of  the  regular  session  will  soon  arrive,  when  it 
will  be  my  duly  under  another  clause  of  the  (constitution 
"  to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  'I 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient '  "  And  I  mo.4  respect- 
fully submit  in  a  spirit  of  harmony,  whether  the  present  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  should  be  pressed  further  at  this  time, 
and  whether  the  peculiarity  of  my  situation  does  not  entitle 
me  to  a  postponement  of  this  suiiject  to  a  more  auspicious 
period  for  deliberation. 

Tho  two  Houses  of  Congress  have  distinguished  them- 
selves at  this  extraordinary  session,  by  the  performance  of  an 
immense  mass  of  labor  at  a  season  very  unfavorable  both  to 
health  and  action,  and  have  passed  many  laws  which  I  trust 
will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  interest  of  the  country, 
and  fully  answer  its  just  expectations.  It  has  been  my  good 
fortune  and  pleasure  to  concur  with  them  in  all  measures, 
except  this,  and  why  should  our  difference  on  this  alone  be 
pushed  to  extremes'!  It  is  my  anxious  desire  that  they  should 
not  be,  I,  too,  have  been  burdened  with  extraordinary  labors 
of  late,  and  I  sincerely  desire  time  for  deep  and  deliberate  re- 
flection on  this,  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  administration. 
May  we  not  now  pause,  until  a  more  favorable  time,  when, 
with  the  most  anxious  hope  that  the  Executive  and  Con- 
gress may  cordially  unite,  some  measure  of  finance  may  be 
deliberately  adopted,  promotive  of  the  good  of  our  common 
country. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  declare,  that  the  conclusions 
to  which  I  have  brought  myself  arc  those  of  a  settled  convic- 


tion, founded  in  my  opinion,  on  a  just  view  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that,  in  arriving  at  it,  I  have  been  actuated  by  no 
other  motive  or  desire  than  to  uphold  the  institutions  of  the 
country  as  they  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  hands  of 
our  god-like  ancestors  ;  and  that  I  shall  esteem  my  efforts  to 
sustain  them,  even  though  I  perish,  more  honorable  than  to 
win  the  applause  of  men,  by  a  sacrifice  of  my  duty  and  my 
conscience. 

JOHN  TYLEEL 

Washikgtox,  September  9, 1841, 


K'orth-Easiersa  Bowaidary. 

OFFICIAI^, 

Camp  Nokth-Eastern  BouNnABT,  > 
September  2,  1841.     y 

Hon.  Daniel  Websteii, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir ; — My  attention  having  very  recently  been  brought  to 
several  notices,  in  the  newspapers  of  the  United  States,  of  a 
statement  contained  in  the  Woodstock  (J\ew  Brunswick) 
Telegraph  of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the  surveys  and 
explorations  now  progressing  by  order  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  under  my  immediate  direction,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  information  connected  with  that  por- 
tion of  the  boundary  in  dispute  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  which  is  included  between  the  monument 
at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  and  the  Highlands  described 
in  the  treaty  of  1783, 1  deem  it  proper  to  inform  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  that,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  the  ar- 
ticle in  question  is  erroneous  in  its  most  important  state- 
ments. 

Neither  myself  nor  any  of  my  officers  had  received  any 
intimation  of  the  existence  of  an  excitement  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  operations,  arising  from  ourproceedings,  until  we  saw 
the  matter  alluded  to  in  the  newspapersof  our  own  country, 
nor  has  violence  ever  been  offered  in  opposition  to  them. — 
On  the  contrary,  we  have  generally  met  with  civil  treatment 
from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  residing  near  the  line- 
of  exploration,  and  the  same  disposition  has  always  been 
manifested  towards  them  in  return. 

It  is  not  true  that  we  are  making  the  line  "  United  States 
boundary  line,"  as  has  been  stated.  The  survey,  being  or- 
dered solely  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  information,  is 
limited  to  that  object,  and  the  principal  stations,  where  it  has 
been  necessary  to  mark  them  in  order  that  they  may  here- 
after be  identified,  have  been  designated  by  the  words  "  U. 
S.  ex  parte  survey,"  with  the  date  added. 

Neither  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  nor  that  allegiance  oa 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants  heretofore  supposed  to  be  residents 
of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  has  ever  been  interfered 
with  by  myself  or  any  of  my  party,  so  far  as  I  have  any 
knowledge.  Our  operations  have  been  confined  to  the  ob- 
jects pointed  out  in  my  instructions  from  the  Department, 
and  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  apprehend  that  obstacles 
will  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  fulfilment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 

J,  D.  GRAHAM, 

United  States  Commissionev. 


Kickapoo. 


A  sale  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Kickapoo,  12  miles  north- 
west of  Peoria,  on  the  Charleston  road,  took  place  on  Satur- 
day last.  Twenty  were  disposed  of,  at  prices  ranging  gene- 
rally from  15  to  'M  dollars.  A  corner  lot  fronting  upon  the 
public  square  brought  $40,  being  the  highest  price,  and  one 
or  two  were  knocked  off  at  $7  50,  The  whole  amount  of 
sales  was  about  400  dollars,  all  the  purchasers  living  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  lots  are  60  by  171,  twelve  to  a  block. 
Some  half  dozen  houses  have  been  put  up  during  the  past 
year,  and  preparations  are  making  for  building  as  many  more. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  in  a  year  or  two  this  will  be  the  se- 
cond town  in  size  in  the  county. — I'eoria  {IIU)  Begister. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


171 


S«liuylkill  County 


En^jiiies^-Potts  & 
Coliicry. 


Bannau's 


Schuylkill  county  is  fast  acquiring  a  high  character,  both 
at  home  and  abroaJ,  for  tlie  grsat  beauty  of  its  steam  en- 
gines.    The  machinists  of  Pottsvillc  are  not  to  be  surpassed  | 
by  any  in  the  country  for  ingenuity  and  skill ;  and  their  work 
will  bear  the  most  critical  examination.     The  steam  engine  | 
lately  erected  by  Pomroy  &  Maginnis,  for  Potts  and  Ban- 
nan's  Colliery,  is  decidedly  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.     It 
is  the  largest  that  has  yet  been  erected  in  the  Pottsviiie  Coal  ' 
Basin.     The  steam  cylinder  is  14  inches  in  diameter,  four 
feet  stroke,  and  six  boilers,  30  inches  in  diameter  and  20  feet  ' 
long.     The  engine  is  so  arranged,  that  with  the  use  of  only  ^ 
one  eccentric,  she  reverses  and  works  either  way,  with  the  , 
eccentric  hook  on  the  same  shackle  pin.     This  is  the  first 
engine  constructed  ■with  this  new  and  highly  valuable  im-  i 
provement,  and  the  iniventorB,  Messrs.  Pomroy  &  Maginnis,  | 
■deserve  great  credit  for  overcoming  what  has  hitherto  been 
deemed  by  practical  engineers  an  insurmountable  difficulty,  i 
The  engine  works  a  double  pump  of  ten  inch  working  bar-  , 
rels,  and  400  feet  of  twelve  inch  pipes.     The  arrangement  ^ 
of  the  buckets  is  of  a  novel  character,  the  buckets  being  en- 
tirely metallic;  but  as  the  plan  of  it  is  the  property  of  the  | 
inventors  we  are  unable  to  give  a  description  of  it.     I'he  j 
engine  and  ptimp  have  been  in  operation  upwards  of  one 
month,  and  work  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  both  makers 
and  owners.    The  pump  throws  a  constant  volume  of  water 
by  the  use  of  the  double  working  barrels,  and  is  geared  to 
work  from  the  second  motion  of  the  engine.    The  same  en- 
terprising firm  is  also  erecting  on  Mr.  Charles  Lawton^'s  cele- 
brated Gate  \'ein,  an  engine  for  pumping  water  and  hoisting  \ 
coal ;  the  whole  machinery  being  from  the  same  patterns  as 
described  above.     VVe  also  learn  that  the  Delaware  Coal 
Company  have  given  an  order  to  the  same  establishment  for 
a  larger  class  engine :  the  steam  cylinder  to  be  18  inches  in 
diameter,  6  feet  stroke,  six  boilers  of  the  usual  size,  &c.  &c. 

The  Colliery  of  Potts  &  Bannan's  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  kind  in  the  region ;  and  will  well  repay 
the  trouble,  and  we  might  add,  ihe  fatigues  of  a  visit.  The 
Colliery  is  better  known  as  the  Guinea  Hill  or  black  Mine, 
and  is  one  of  the  deepest  in  our  coal  basin.  The  depth  of 
the  slope  is  four  hundred  feet,  which,  at  an  inclination  of  40 
•degrees,  would  give  a  perpendicular  depth  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-two  feet  into  the  very  bowels  of  the  earth.  The 
pitch  of  the  vein,  as  soon  as  it  loses  the  influence  of  the  hill, 
is  very  regular,  and  the  coal  becomes  of  a  purer  and  Iwtter 
quality,  and  is  found  in  greater  masses  between  the  slates. 
The  Colliery  is  worked  with  two  steam  engines;  one  of  fifty 
horse  power  and  the  other  of  twenty.  The  former  is  used 
in  pumping  the  water  which  accumulates  in  the  mines,  and 
the  latter  in  hoisting  the  coal  in  cars  to  the  mouth  of  the 
slope.  The  pump  used  in  the  Colliery  is  manufactured  of 
east  iron,  is  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  and  extend  the  entire 
deptli  of  the  slope— four  hundred  feet.  The  pump  is  work- 
ed by  two  10^  inch  working  barrels,  which  connect  with 
the  main  pump  barrel  by  goose  necks ;  and  throws  a  con- 
etant  stream  of  water,  the  invention,  we  understand,  of  Mr. 
Charles  Potts.  The  column  of  water  brought  up  by  the 
engine,  at  each  lift  of  the  pump,  is  equal  in  weight  to  about 
eight  and  a  half  tons. 

At  the  depth  of  two  hundred  feet  of  this  slope,  a  tunnel 
has  been  driven  90  yards  south  to  the  tunnel  vein,  and  70 
yards  north  to  the  Lavvton  vein,  both  through  solid  rock, 
which  enables  the  proprietors  to  work  three  veins  with  the 
present  engines  and  fi.xturcs.  As  the  visiter  leaves  the  slope 
and  finds  himself,  lantern  in  hand,  groping  his  way  through 
the  gangway  into  the  heart  of  the  mine,  he  is  half  bewilder- 
ed and  startled,  as  the  almost  indistinct  mas.scs  of  coal,  slate, 
dirt,  &c.  fashion  themselves  into  something  bordering  upon 
a  dark,  dusky,  and  even  forbidding  outline.  It  seems  as  if 
you  had  fallen  upon  a  subterranean  city,  buried  by  some 
great  convulsion  of  nature ;  and  the  illusion  is  still  further 
heightened  by  observing  workmen  busily  engaged  apparently 
in  excavating  the  ruins.  Or,  if  you  are  highly  imaginative, 
and  having  read  the  Odyssey,  you  might  readily  fancy  the 
feelings  of  Ulysses,  that  "  god-like  and  much  enduring 
man,"  when  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  infernal  shades,  for  the 


purpose  of  ascertaining  the  shortest  and  most  direct  cut  to 
his  beloved  Ithaca.  Homer,  however,  docs  not  inform  us 
whether  or  not  the  shades  carried  lamps  in  theif  caps,  with- 
out which  the  pick  would  be  of  little  use  to  our  miners. 

A  considerable  ouibiy  of  money  has  already  been  made 
in  this  Coliicry  on  what  may  be  termed  improvements.  The 
steam  engines,  pumps,  sii?!iing  of  slope,  &c  ,  to  prepare  the 
mines  for  working,  have  cost  upwards  of  $18,000;  and  the 
cars,  schutcs,  skrecns,  &c.,  including  a  railroad  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  in  extent  through  the  borough,  say  $15,000 
more ;  making  in  all  »n  outlay  of  $j3,000.  Upwards  of 
16,0^0  tons  of  coal  have  been  got  out  of  the  Black  Mine 
in  one  season  ;  but  at  least  20,MU0  tons  could  now  be  pro- 
cured in  one  year,  from  the  present  workings,  if  a  demand 
for  coal  together  with  good  prices  would  justify  the  employ- 
ment of  a  suflicient  force  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  proprietors  to  sink  the  present 
slope  an  additional  hundred  feet;  at  the  bottom  of  which  a 
tunnel  will  be  driven  90  yards  south,  through  solid  rock,  to 
the  Tunnel  vein,  which  will  be  worked  from  the  same  shaft 
as  in  the  level  above. — Pottsviiie  Journal, 


California.  Wlieat. 

The  grain  of  this  article  was  brought  by  a  trader  from 
Middle  California,  34  or  35  degrees  north  latitude,  where  it 
grows  luxuriantly  and  yields  abundanth'  a  superior  article 
of  flour.  It  was  obtained  and  introduced  by  Major  Thomas 
P.  Spierin,  who  was  in  the  north-west,  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  as  Indian  Agent.  This  wheat  has  been  sown 
in  Abbeville  District,  South  Carolina,  latitude  34°  10'  N. 
The  crop  of  this  year,  J  841,  is  superior  to  that  of  last  year, 
1840,  in  the  size  of  the  heads,  superior  product,  and  fulnes-s 
of  the  grain.  Experienced  farmers,  who  have  seen  the  wheat 
grov^',  assert  that  on  proper  wheat  land,  well  prepared,  eighty 
bushels  can  be  raised  on  an  acre.  Its  yield  is  astonishing, 
from  the  fact  of  one  giain  producing  thirty  to  forty  stalks 
each,  having  a  full  head,  which  contains  from  one  hundred 
to  two  hundred  grains.  The  best  head  of  our  common 
wheat  will  only  shell  out  from  sixty  to  eighty  grains.  An- 
other advantage  is,  that  this  wheat  is  not  so  subject  to  disease 
as  other  kinds  of  wheat,  and  will  withstand  high  winds  and 
storms.  It  also  grows  and  matures  well  westward ly  in  the 
39th  degree  of  north  latitude.  We  consider  it  to  be  a  su- 
perior kind  of  wheat,  and  a  great  acquisition  to  the  agricul- 
tural community ;  and  we  hope  it  may  at  least  have  a  fair 
trial,  when  it  will  prove  itself  all  what  its  most  sanguine 
friends  have  said  or  thought  it  would  be. 

'I'he  above  is  the  strong  recommendation  of  this  wheat, 
by  several  gentlemen  of  Abbeville,  distinguished  as  farmers 
and  for  tlieir  respectability. 

Jlngnsta  (  Ga.)  Constitutionalist. 


Sliip  Slontcztinia. 

This  favorite  ship,  (formerly  a  Liverpool  packet  in  the 
Messrs.  Copes'  line,)  has  been  sold  for  a  whaler,  and  has 
sailed  for  New  London,  where  she  now  belongs.  The  M. 
is  of  424  tons  burthen,  and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial 
ships  of  her  age  that  belong  to  Philadelphia ;  she  was  built 
by  Mr.  Robert  Burton,  some  nineteen  years  since,  and  in 
her  day  was  a  "  crack"  ship.  We  learn  that  she  was  sold 
for  15,0o0  dollars. 

Ship  Peruvian.— The  ship  Peruvian,  late  of  Philadelphia, 
that  cleared  at  Baltimore  recently  for  New  London,  was  also 
sold  for  a  whaler. 


TaliJti. 

Aggregate  returns  of  American  commerce  which  had 
visited  lh°e  Island  of  Tahiti,  during  the  year  18-10.  Ships 
arriving  off  and  on,  not  included. 

Number  of  ships 79 

Seamen  employed 1 ,98 J 

Tonnage 26,795 
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"Wealth  and  Resources  of  IVew  York* 

In  an  article  a  few  days  since  we  alluded  to  the  efforts 
that  are  constantly  making  by  our  opponents  to  injure  the 
credit  of  the  State,  by  denouncing  the  various  works  of  pub- 
lic improvement  now  in  progress  as  extravagant,  and  assert- 
ing that  the  expense  of  completing  them  will  involve  us  in 
debt  as  deeply  as  are  some  of  our  sister  States  while  the  in- 
come from  the  works  will  never  pay  the  interest  on  their 
cost.  We  then  showed  that  the  estimates,  on  the  strength 
of  which  these  works  were  undertaken  have  so  far  not  only 
been  proved  correct,  but  for  the  last  year  there  was  a  large 
excess,  and  this  year  there  is  every  probability  of  there  being 
a  still  greater.  We  have  now  before  us  a  statement  which 
the  reader  will  find  interesting.  It  presents  at  one  view  the 
operation  of  our  canal  system  from  1817  to  1840.  By  this 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  Erie,  Champlain,  and  all  the  lateral 
canals,  except  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River,  which 
are  not  completed,  are  paid  for.  The  famous  "  forty  million 
debt"  is  to  be  made  up  of  the  cost  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  the  construction  of  the  two  lateral  canals. 

Erie  and  Champlaix  Canals. 

I'ai/me7its. 

Cost  of  Construction $10,035,132  62 

Repairs 4,343,035  64 

Cost  of  collecting  tolls,  &c.       382,892  29 

Interest  on  loans 5,776,1 1 1  52 

Premium   on   Stocks   pur- 
chased         338,886  55 

Miscellaneous 1,051,912  77 

$21,927,471  39 

Balance  in  favor  of  E.  8c  C.  Canal  fund. . .     4,398,473  84 

$26,325,945  23 
Jievemie. 

Tolls $1 8,505,81 8  61 

Auction  Duty 3,592,039  05 

Salt  Duty 2,055,458  06 

Steamboat  tax 73,509  99" 

Sales  of  lands 103,755  18 

Rent  of  Surplus  Water. . .  25,127  36 

Miscellaneous 247,354  1 8 

Interest  on  Surplus 1,474,502  79 

Premium  on  Loans 158,380  01 

$26,325,945  23 

Latehal  Canals. 
Cost  of  Construction, 

Oswego $543,962  23 

Cayuga  and  Seneca 226,036  64 

Chemung 348,440  61 

Crooked  Lake 140,671  49 

Chenango 2,389,31 1  72 

Total $3,648,422  69 

Interest 1,248,331  67 

Repairs 710,305  99 

Expenses  of  Collection 54,032  96 

Miscellaneous 34,420  80 

Total  payments $5,595,514  11 

"     receipts 1,004,543  74 

Balance  against  Lateral  Canals $4,690,970  37 

Bez'eniie  to  September  30,  1840. 

Oswego $487,632  15 

Cayuga  and  Seneca 199,747  77 

Chemung 77,884  60 

Crooked  Lake 37,785  49 

Chenango 201,493  73 

$1,004,543  74 

viz: 

Tolls $546,903  .50 

Sales  of  land,  (Oswego  canal)  212,956  97 
Rent  of  surplus  water,  (do) . .       6,045  5i 


Miscellaneous 72,535  55 

Premium  on  loans 166,102  19 

■ $1,004,543  74 

Recapitulation. 

Payments.  Receipts. 
Erie  and    Champlain 

Canals $21,927,471  39  $26,325,945  23 

Lateral  Canals 5,695,514  11  1,004,543  74 


$27,622,985  50       $27,330,488  97 
27,330,488  97 


Balance  against  all  of  p 

the  above   Canals,  C     $302,496  53 
Sept.  30,  1840.       J 

[JV.  Y.  Times  and  Star. 


New  Yorfc  State  Canals. 

The  following  are  the  Canal  Debts  of  this  State,  by  the 
last  official  statements: 

Amount.  Annual  Int. 

Erie  Canal  enlargement $6,500,000  $330,000  00 

Oswego  Canal 421,304  21,065  20 

Cayuga  and  Seneca 2.37,000  1 1 ,850  00 

Chemung 370,945  18,547  25 

Chenango 2,402,535  120,326  78 

Crooked  Lake 120,000  6,000  00 

Black  River 1,050,000  52,500  00 

Genesee  Valley 2,500,000  125,000  00 

Oneida  River  Improvement .          50,000  2,500  00 


»Am't  of  Debt  Jan.  1841... $13,651,784         $687,789  23 
Estimated  amounts  required  to  complete  the  ptblic  -works. 

Erie  Canal  Enlargement $  17,000,000 

Genesee  Valley  Canal 2,235,550 

Black  River  do 1,090,026 

Do    Extension  to  the  St.  Lawrence 1,327,874 

Chenango  do  extension  to  Tioga  Point 788,150 

Chemung  do       do  to  do       391,056 

do        Repairs  and  new  locks 264,0C0 

Glen's  Falls  Feeder 74,204 


Canal  debt  as  above. 


$23,170,860 
.   13,651,684 


$36,822,644 
The  last  Legislature  authorized  a  loan  of  three  millions 
for  the  present  year.  If  therefore  we  borrow  four  millions 
[ler  annum  for  the  next  five  years,  all  of  the  great  public 
works  above  named  may  be  completed  by  the  year  1847, 
This  will  not  be  a  very  alarming  amount  to  borrow  annu- 
ally, as  the  canal  tolls  will  doubtless  exceed  two  millions  this 
year,  and  continue  to  increase.  When  these  canals  are  com- 
pleted, we  shall  have  nearly  one  thousand  miles  of  canal 
navigation  within  this  State,  uniting  the  Hudson  with  the 
Lakes,  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Susquehanna,  Ohio  and  other 
rivers,  besides  a  connexion  with  the  canals  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  The  means  for  the  redemption  of  the  balance  of  the 
Erie  and  Champlain  Canal  debt,  due  principally  in  1845, 
viz:  $2,054,808,  being  provided  for,  it  is  not  included  in  the 
above  statement  of  canal  debts. 

This  fund  is  invested  as  follows : 
Loaned  on  bonds  and  mortgages  at  6  p.  c. .    $917,385  06 

Do     to  city  of  Albany,  at  5  p.  c 162,000  00 

Do     to  sundry  banks,  at  5  a  5J  p.  c 954,510  02 

Deposits  in  banks  subject  to  immediate  draft.        46,068  92 


Amount  of  fund $2,079,964  00 

Amount  of  debt 2,054,808  00 


Surplus ?25,156  00 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal 
(including  the  amount  already  expended)  is  $23,284,931 ; 
Black  river  Canal,  $2,287,374;  Genesee  Valley  Canal 
$4,688,050.-/6. 


176 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


[September, 


Wonderful  Speed. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Ruggles,  of  St.  Louis,  arrived  liere  from  New 
York,  on  his  way  home,  on  Friday  night  last,  in  seven  days 
from  that  city.  He  left  New  York  on  Friday  the  loth  ult. 
at  5  P  M.  and  reached  Chicago  on  Thursday  morning,  via 
the  lakes,  just  in  time  for  Frink  &  Walker's  line,  which  ar- 
rived here  at  nine  P.  M.  on  the  next  day.  He  must  have 
stopped  6  or  8  hours  at  Ottawa  also.  He  continued  on  to 
St.  Louis  Ihesame  night  by  steamboat,  and  doubtless  awoke 
at  the  wharf  of  that  city  on  Sunday  morning;  thus  making 
the  passage  from  New  York  city  to  St.  Louis  in  eight  days. 
Was  the  journey  via  the  Ohio  river  ever  made  sooner  ]  Mr. 
R.  however,  was  favored  by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances 
■which  might  not  again  soon  occur.  His  arrival  at  BufTalo 
must  have  been  just  at  the  moment  when  the  lake  steamer 
was  about  to  leave,  and  at  Chicago  he  must  have  been  equal- 
ly fortunate  in  getting  onward.  The  same  good  luck  attend- 
ed him  in  taking  passage  to  St.  Louis. 

On  Monday  night  another  gentleman  arrived  here  from 
New  York  who  left  on  the  14th.  He  was  just  nine  days 
performing  the  journey,  and  this  may  be  considered  the  aver- 
age time  at  present.  As  the  public  becomes  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  advantages  of  this  route,  and  the  travel  increases 
upon  it,  moxemetliod  will  be  observed  by  our  Illinois  packets 
in  their  arrivals  and  departures,  and  probably  next  season  the 
trip  first  above  spoken  of  will  be  very  often  repeated. 

Peoria  (III.)  Register, 


WHEAT. 

Mr.  Editor:  Wheat  is  a  dull  article  at  40  cents  per  bush- 
el, cash.  At  Chicago  the  sale  is  brisk  at  90  cents.  I  esti- 
mate the  quantity  of  new  wheat  in  this  county  at  50,000 
bushels.  Now  see  how  much  our  farmers  will  lose  in  this 
one  article  by  not  having  the  facilities  which  the  canal  would 
furnish  for  transporting  their  produce  to  Chicago. 
50,000  bushels  wheat  at  Chicago,  at  90  cents,  §45,000 
"  "  "     Peoria,  at  40        "  20,000 


Difference 

Expense  of  transportation  at  8  cents  per  bushel, 


$25,000 
4,000 


Leaving  a  loss  in  one  year  on  wheal  alone  of  $21,000 

a  sum  suflicient  to  pay  the  debts  of  all  the  farmers  in  this 
county. — Peoria  fill- J  Register. 


Auotlier  Diamond  Found. 

Jlbbcville  Court  llotise, 
23d  August,  1841. 

Mr.  Editor:  Sir. —  In  the  Southern  Patriot  of  the  14th 
inst.,  I  noticed  an  extractfromthe"Cincinnati  Daily  Gazette," 
relative  to  a  "  native  diamond,  found  in  Indiana,"  and  was 
forcibly  impressed  with  its  description  as  being  nearly  the 
same  connected  with  a  gem  which  I  found  in  the  year  1838, 
in  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  my  gem  will  cut  glass,  and 
scratch  quartz  chrystal.  It  cannot  be  scratched  by  the  hard- 
est silversmith's  file,  nor  by  grinding  on  a  grind  stone.  It  is 
§  in  width,  and  5  in  thickness,  witii  24  convex  bumps,  blis- 
ters or  facets  on  one  side,  and  when  exposed  to  the  rays  of 
the  sun  or  candle  light,  these  facets  reflect  the  light  very 
brilliantly.  Its  shape  somewhat  resembles  the  segment  or 
one-tiflh  part  of  a  circle.  It  has  a  slight  tinge  of  pale  yellow, 
apparently  confined  to  its  exterior,  and  is  very  transparent. 
It  weighs  in  air  22  grains,  and  by  immersion  in  spring  wa- 
ter 20  grains.  My  object  in  this  publication  is  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  scientific,  whom  I  respectfully  invite  to  an 
examination  of  the  gem  mentioned,  together  with  my  cabinet 
generally,  consisting  of  six  hundred  cornelians,  agates  and 
other  transparent  stones,  unknown  to  me,  with  these  can  be 
seen  the  prairie  salt,  and  the  richest  ores  of  iron,  lead  and 
copper,  all  of  which  were  found  in  the  United  States,  and 
within  its  Territorial  limits, 

TaoMAs  PiERcr  Spiehin. 
CiMrleston  Patnot. 


Vetoes  'by  the  Presidents* 

The  exercise  of  the  veto  power  is  not  an  innovation,  as 
many  pretend.  Washington  resorted  to  it  twice,  Madison 
four  times,  Monroe  once,  Jackson  five  times,  and  Tyler  twice. 
It  was  exercised 


By  Gen.  Washington, 

April 

5, 

1792 

•1                     11 

March 

I, 

1797 

By  Mr,  Madison, 

Feb. 

21, 

1811 

<(                          M 

Feb. 

28, 

1811 

((                         « 

Nov, 

6, 

1812 

<(                         (( 

Jan, 

20, 

1816 

By  Mr.  Monroe, 

May 

4, 

1822 

By  Gen.  Jackson, 

Mav 

31, 

1831 

(<             (( 

Dec. 

8, 

1831 

((             « 

July 

-10, 

1832 

«             (( 

Dec. 

5, 

1832 

.<             « 

Dec. 

6, 

1834 

By    Mr,   Tyler, 

Aug. 

16, 

1841 

a                 it 

Sept. 

9, 

1841 

IVortli  Carolina  Manufactures. 

He  who  twelve  years  ago  should  have  predicted  that  at 
this  time  cotton  would  be  imported  into  North  Carolina  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  would  have  been  looked  upon  as 
at  least  a  very  visonary  being.  But  he  would  have  been  a 
true  prophet.  We  have  now  before  us  a  sample  of  a  lot  of 
Louisiana  cotton,  which  was  received  here,  and  tbrwarded 
to  one  of  the  factories  of  the  interior. 

Wilmington  Chronicle. 


Mr.  Brevoort,  the  millionaire  who  recently  died  in  New 
York,  had  lived  in  the  same  house  since  his  birth  — that  is, 
for  ninety-nine  years  ! — and  had  never  been  farther  from  the 
city  than  Staten  Island.  His  heahh  had  been  remarkably 
good,  and  his  eyesight  clear,  until  a  year  ago,  when  he  lost 
his  venerable  and  worthy  wife.  Since  then  he  has  declined 
rapidly. 

Sillc  Manufacture. 

Mr.  J,  W,  Gill,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  has  an  establish- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  silk  in  successful  operation. — 
He  manufactures  velvets,  dress  silks  and  a  variety  of  other 
silk  goods.  The  silk  manufacture,  we  have  no  doubt,  will 
in  a  few  years  become  a  very  important  one. 


Dissolution  of  the  Cabinet. 

All  the  members  have  resigned  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 

Webster. 

New  nominations  have  been  made  to  the  Senate  to  sup- 
ply their  places. 

The  letters  of  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Crittenden,  have  been 
published — we  have  not  room  for  them  this  week. 


A  serious  riot  with  loss  of  life,  has  occurred  in  Cincinnati 
-particulars  hereafter. 


(Tj-  The  UNITED  STATES  COMMERCIAL  AND 
STATISTICAL  REGISTER,  is  published  every  Wednes- 
day,  at  No.  76  Dock  stieet.  The  price  to  subscribers  is 
Five  Dollars  per  annum,  payable  on  the  1st  of  January  of 
each  year.  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  a  year. — 
Subscribers  out  of  the  principal  cities  to  pay  in  advance. 


PRINTED  BY  V/ILLIAM  F.  GEDDES, 

JVo.  112  CHESXUT  STREET, 

Where,  and  at  76  Dock  St.,  Subscriptions  will  be  received. 


HAZARD'S    UNITED    STATES 

COMMERCIAL   AND  STATISTICAL 

,     REGISTEH. 


EDITED  BY  SAMUEL  HAZARD. 


VOL..  V. 


PHII^ADEIiPHIA,  IVEDWESPAY,  SEPT.  22,  1§41. 


Wo.  12. 


lievenuc  Bill. 

Duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  certain  articles- 
woods. 


in^  ivool  and  ■ 


-Proviso  rcsfject- 


lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  J?epresenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  ./lmerica,in  Compress  assem- 
bled, That  on  all  articles  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-one,  there  shall  be  laid,  collected  and  paid  on 
all  articles  which  are  now  admitted  free  of  duty,  or  which 
are  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  less  than  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  except 
on  the  following  enumerated  articles,  that  is  to  say :  muri- 
atic acid,  sulphuric  acid  or  oil  of  vitriol,  alum,  tartaric  acid, 
aquafortis,  blue  vitriol,  calomel,  carbonate  of  soda,  corrosive 
sublimate,  combs,  copperas,  indigo,  nitrate  of  lead,  red  and 
white  lead  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  sugar  of  lead,  manganese, 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  bichromate  of  potash,  chromate  of 
potash,  prussiate  of  potash,  glauber  salts,  rochelle  salts,  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  reflncd  saltpetre,  which  shall  pay  respect- 
ively the  same  rates  of  duty  imposed  on  them  under  existing 
laws;  and  the  following  articles  shall  be  exempt  from  duty, 
to  wit:  tea  and  coffee,  all  painting  and  statuary  the  produc- 
tion of  American  artists  residing  abroad,  all  articles  imported 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  following  articles, 
when  specifically  imported  by  order,  and  for  the  use  of  any 
society  incorporated  or  established  for  philosophical  or  lite- 
rary purposes,  or  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts,  or 
by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  college,  academy,  school  or 
seminary  of  learning,  in  the  United  States,  to  wit,  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps,  charts,  statues, 
busts  of  marble,  bronze,  alaliaster  or  plaster  of  Paris,  casts, 
paintings,  drawings,  engravings,  specimens  of  sculpture, 
cabinets  of  coins,  gems,  medals,  and  all  other  collections  of 
antiquities,  statuary,  modelling,  painting,  drawing,  etching,  or 
engraving ;  and,  also,  all  importations  of  specimens  in  natural 
history,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatomical  preparations, 
models  of  machinery,  and  the  models  of  other  inventions, 
plants  and  trees,  wearing  apparel,  and  other  personal  baggage 
in  actual  use,  and  the  implements  or  tools  of  trade  of  persons 
arriving  in  the  United  States:  crude  antimony,  regulus  of 
antimony,  animals  imported  for  breed,  argol,  gum  arabic, 
aloes,  ambergris,  bole  armenian,  arrow  root,  annotto,  anni- 
seed,  oil  of  annisecd,  amber,  assafaetida,  ava  root,  alcornoquc, 
alba  canella  bark  of  cork  tree  unmanufactured,  burr  stones 
unwrought,  brass  in  pigs  or  bars,  old  brass  only  fit  to  be  re- 
manufactured,  brimstone  or  sulphur,  barrilla,  brazilctto,  bo- 
racic  acid,  Burgundy  pitch,  berries  used  for  d^^eing,  smaltz, 
lasting  or  prunella  used  in  the  manufacture  of  buttons  and 
shoes,  vanilla  beans,  balsam  tolu.  gold  and  silver  coins  and 
bullion,  clay  unwrought,  copper  imported  in  any  shape  for 
the  use  of  the  mint,  copper  in  pigs,  bars  or  plates,  or  plates 
or  sheets  of  which  copper  is  the  material  of  chief  value, 
suited  to  the  sheathing  of  ships,  old  copper  lit  only  to  be  re- 
ntanufactured,  lapis  calaminaris,  cochineal,  chamomile  ilow- 
ers,  coriander  seed,  catsup,  cantharides,  castanas,  chalk,  co- 
culus  indicus,  Colombo  root,  cummin  seed,  cascarilla,  cream 
of  tartar,  vegetables  and  nuts  of  all  kinds  used  principally 
in  dyeing  and  composing  dyes,  lac-dye,  emery,  epaulets  and 
wings  of  gold  or  silver,  furs  undressed  of  all  kind.'j,  flaxseed 
or  linseed,  flax  unmanufactured,  fustic,  Hints,  ground  Hint 
grindstones,  gamboge,  raw  hides,  hemlock,  henbane,  horn 
plates  for  lanterns,  ox  and  other  horns,  Harlem  oil,  hartthorn, 
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hair  unmanufjctured,  hair  pencils,  ipecacuanha,  ivory  un- 
manufactured, iris  root,  juniper  berries,  oil  of  juniper,  kelp, 
kermes,  madder,  madder  root,  musk,  manna,  marrow  and 
other  soap  stocks  and  soap  stuH's,  palm  oil,  mohair,  mother 
of  pearl,  needles,  nux  vomica,  orris  root,  oil  of  almonds, 
opium,  palm  leaf,  platina,  Peruvian  bark,  old  pewter  fit  only 
to  be  re-manufactured,  plaster  of  Paris,  quicksilver,  rags  of 
any  kind  of  cloth,  India  rubber,  reeds  unmanufactured,  rhu- 
barb, rotten  stone,  elcpiiants'  and  other  animals  teeth,  polish- 
ing stones,  bristles,  ratans  unmanufactured,  raw  and  un- 
dressed skins,  spelter,  crude  saltpetre,  gum  Senegal,  saffron, 
shellac,  soda  ash,  sponges,  sago,  sarsaparilla,  senna,  sumac, 
tapioca,  tamarinds,  crude  tartar,  teutenegue,  tin  foil,  tin  ia 
pigs,  bars,  plates,  or  sheets,  tips  of  bono  or  horn,  tortoise 
shell,  turmeric,  weld,  woad  or  pastel,  Brazil  wood,  Nicaragua 
wood,  red  wood,  cam  wood,  log  wood,  dye  woods  of  all  kinds, 
unmanufactured  woods  of  any  kind,  except  rose  wood,  satin 
wood,  and  mahogany,  whale  and  other  fish  oils  of  American 
fisheries,  and  all  other  articles  the  produce  of  scid  fisheries, 
and  zinc  ;  and,  also,  wool  unmanufactured,  the  value  whereof 
at  the  place  of  exportation  shall  not  exceed  eight  cents  per 
pound  :  I'rovided,  That  if  any  fine  wool  be  mixed  with  dirt 
or  other  material,  and  thus  be  reduced  in  value  to  eight  cents 
per  pound  or  under,  the  appraisers  shall  appraise  said  wool 
at  such  price  as  in  their  opinion  it  would  have  cost  had  it 
not  been  so  mixed,  and  a  duty  thereon  shall  be  charged  in 
conformity  with  such  appraisal;  Jlnd provided furthfrjThdit 
when  wool  of  dilFerent  qualities  is  imported  in  the  same  bale, 
bag  or  package,  and  any  part  thereof  is  worth  more  thaa 
eight  cents  a  pound  valued  as  aforesaid,  that  part  shall  pay 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided,  ThaS 
boards,  planks,  staves,  scantling,  sawed  timber,  and  all  other 
descriptions  of  wood  which  shall  have  been  wrought  into 
shapes  that  fit  them  respectively  for  any  specific  and  perma- 
nent use,  without  further  manufacture,  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  as  manufactured  wood. 

Non-e7inm(rated  articles  to  pay  same  duties  as  those  -a-hich 
they  most  resemble — no  unmanufactured  articles  to  pay 
more  than  20  per  cent. — disposition  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  not  to  be  affected. 

Sec.  2.  .And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  each  and  every  non-enumeratecf 
article  which  bears  a  similitude  either  in  material,  quality, 
texture,  or  the  use  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  to  any  enu- 
merated article  chargeable  with  duty,  the  same  rate  of  duty 
which  is  levied  and  charged  on  the  enumerated  article  which 
it  most  resembles  in  any  of  the  particulars  before  mentioned; 
and  if  any  non-enumerated  article  equally  resembles  two  or 
more  etnnnerated  articles  on  which  different  rates  of  duty  are' 
now  chargeaWc,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  on 
such  non-enumerated  article  the  same  rate  of  duty  as  ler 
chargeable  on  the  article  which  it  resembles  paying  the  high- 
est duty;  and  on  all  articles  manufactured  from  two  or  more 
materials,  the  duty  shall  be  assessed  at  the  highest  rates  at 
which  any  of  its  component  parts  may  be  chargeable.  Pro^ 
Tilled,  That,  if  in  virtue  of  this  section,  any  duty  exceeding 
the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem  shall  be  levied* 
prior  to  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  the  same  shall  not  in  any  wise  alTect  the  disposition  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  pul)lic  lands,  as  provided  for  by  an  act 
passed  at  the  present  session  of  (,'ongress :  .Snd  providetl 
further,  That  no  duty  higher  than  twenty  per  centum  ad 
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valorem,  in  virtue  of  the  said  section,  shall  be  levied  and  paid 
on  any  unmanufactured  article. 

Draivbacks  on  sugm^s,  nan  and  molasses,  to  be  reduced 
in  proportion  to  duties  on  them. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  drawbacks  payable  on  exported 
refined  sugars,  manufactured  from  foreign  sugars,  and  on 
exported  rum,  distilled  from  foreign  molasses,  shall  be  reduced 
in  proportion  to  the  reduction  which  shall  have  been  made 
hy  law  (after  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the 
twenty-first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine, 
and  twenty-ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  al- 
lowing said  drawbacks,)  in  the  duties  on  the  imported  sugars 
or  molasses,  out  of  which  the  same  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured or  di,stillcd,  and  in  no  case  shall  the  drawback  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  import  duty  paid  on  either  of  those 
articles. 

Duties  en  French  and  Austrian  wines. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  prior  to  the  second 
day  of  February  next  the  wines  of  France  shall  not  be  sub- 
jected, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  any  existing  law, 
to  the  payment  of  higher  rates  of  duty  than  the  following, 
namely :  on  red  wines  in  casks  six  cents  a  gallon ;  white 
wines  in  casks  ten  cents  a  gallon,  and  French  wines  of  ail 
sorts  in  bottles,  twenty-two  cents  per  gallon :  Provided, 
That  no  higher  duty  shall  be  charged  under  this  act,  or  any 
existing  law,  on  the  red  wines  of  Austria,  than  are  now,  or 
may  be  by  this  act,  levied  upon  the  red  wiaes  of  Spain,  vihen 
the  said  wines  are  imported  in  casks. 

Duty  on  railroad  iron. 

Sec,  5.  .9nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  release  from  duty,  iron  prepared  for,  and  actually 
laid  on  railways  or  inclined  planes,"  approved  fourteenth  of 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed ;  and  there  shall  be  laid,  collected,  and  paid 
on  such  iron  hereafter  imported,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem  :  Provided,  That  such  repeal  shall  not  operate, 
nor  shall  such  duties  be  imposed  upon  railroad  iron  which 
shall  be  impoited  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  prior 
to  the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three, 
and  laid  down  on  any  railroad  or  inclined  plane,  of  which 
the  construction  has  been  already  commenced,  and  which 
shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  same. 

Exception  for  vessels  beyond  Capes  Good  Hope  and  Iloni. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  apply  to  goods  shipped  in  a  vessel  bound 
to  any  port  in  the  United  States,  actually  having  left  her  last 
port  of  lading  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  be- 
yond Cape  Horn,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-one. 

Repeal  of  conflicting  laivs. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  laws  or  parts 
of  laws  inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  September  11,  1841. 


Coniplete  List  of  Acts 

Passed  at  the  1st  Session  of  the  27th  Cong}  ess. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

An  act  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  twelve 
millions  of  dollars. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harrison,  widow  of  the  late 
President  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  making  appropriation  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  &.c. 
of  a  home  squadron. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
pauper  lunatics  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  for  ten  years  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanic  Relief  Society 
of  Alexandria. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 


public  revenue,"  and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  em- 
bezzlers of  public  money,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Navy  pensions. 

An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States. 

An  act  further  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginis 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the 
General  Land  Office. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  recovery  of  fines  and  forfeitures 
incurred  under  the  charter,  laws,  and  ordinances  of  George- 
town, before  justices  of  the  peace. 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  charters  of  certain  bank's 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  carry  into 
effect  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexi- 
can Republic." 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
taking  the  sixth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  March  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  acts  amending  the 
same. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  funeral  expenses 
of  William  Henry  Harrison,  deceased,  late  President  of  the 
United  States, 

An  aet  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  various  fortifications,  for 
ordnance,  and  for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities. 

An  act  to  provide  for  placing  Grcenough's  statue  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  expenses  there*' 
in  mentioned. 

An  act  authorizing  the  transmission  of  letters  and  packets 
to  and  from  Mrs.  Harrison  free  of  postage. 

An  act  to  make  appropriations  for  the  Post  Oflice  De- 
partment. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  naval 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  outfits  and  salaries  of 
diplomatic  agents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Potomac  bridge. 

An  act  relating  to  duties  and  drawbacks. 

An  act  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1838,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  passed  July  7, 1838. 

Joint  Itesolntions* 

A  resolution  relating  to  the  light-boats  rrow  stationed  ai 
Sandy  Hook  and  Bartlett's  Reef. 

A  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  seven  hundred  copies 
of  the  Digest  of  Patents, 

A  resolution  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  the  printed 
returns  of  the  sixth  census. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  domestic  water- 
rotted  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

Joint  resolution  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  Genei- 
ral  to  examine  into  the  titles  of  the  lands  or  sites  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  thereon  armories  and  other  public  works 
and  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes. 


B.iuk  Notes™Paynicnt» 

Judge  Este  of  the  Superior  Court  in  this  city  has  decided 
at  the  late  term  of  his  Court  yet  in  progress :  "  that  the  re- 
ceipt of  bank  notes  as  money,  is  not  a  legal  but  a  conven- 
tional arrangement :  that  the  law  is  well  settled  that  when 
bank  notes  arc  taken  as  money,  or  in  payment  of  an  antece- 
dent debt,  the  risk  of  insolvency  is  upon  the  party  from  whom 
the  bills  or  notes  are  received,  even  when  both  parties  are 
alike  ignorant  in  regard  to  the  solvency  of  the  bank  whose 
notes  arc  passed,  unless  there  is  an  agreement  that  the  party 
who  received  the  notes  takes  them  at  his  own  risk."  In  case 
of  such  payment  without  special  agreement,  and  the  bank  is 
found  to  have  been  insolvent  when  the  notes  were  passed,  the 
party  may  return  them  and  recover  on  the  original  cause  of 
action  or  for  money  had  and  received. —  Cincinnati  Gaz. 
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From  the  Cincitmnti  Daily  Gazette,  September  6. 

Riot  and  L.OSS  or  Life  at  €inc;BUissiti. 

This  city  has  been  in  a  most  alarming  condition  for  sev-e- 
ral  days — and  from  about  S  o'clock  on  Friday  evening  until 
Bbout  three  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  almost  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  a  lawless  mob,  ranging  in  number,  from  two  to 
fifteen  hundred.  Amidst  the  confusion  of  such  a  state  of 
things,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  collect  a  full  or  accurate 
state  of  facts.  But  with  deep  regret,  and  acknowledged  hu- 
miliation, we  detail  what  has  happened  as  well  as  we  can. 
Ok  Tuesday  evening  last,  as  we  are  informed,  a  quarrel 
took  place  near  the  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  Broadway,  be- 
tween a  party  of  Irishmen,  and  some  negroes,  in  which  blows 
were  exchanged,  and  other  weapons,  if  not  fire  arms,  used. 
Some  two  or  three  of  each  party  were  wounded.  On  \Vcd- 
nesday  night  the  quarrel  was  renewed  in  some  way,  and 
sometime  after  midnight,  a  party  cf  excited  men  armed  with 
clubs,  &c.,  attacked  a  house  occupied  as  a  negro  boarding- 
'house  on  Macalester  street,  demanding  the  surrender  of  a 
negro,  whom  they  said  had  fled  into  the  house,  and  was  there 
secreted,  and  uttering  the  most  violent  threats  against  th-e 
house,  and  the  negroes  in  general.  Several  of  the  adjoining 
houses  were  occupied  by  negro  families,  including  a  number 
•of  women  and  children.  The  violence  increased  and  was 
resisted  by  those  in  or  about  the  houses — an  engagement 
took  place,  in  which  several  were  wounded  on  each  side — 
and  some  say  guns  or  pistols  were  discharged  from  the  house. 
Some  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  interfered  and  suc- 
ceeded in  restoring  quiet  after  about  three-fourths  of  an  hour, 
when  a  watchman  appeared.  But  it  is  singidar,  that  this 
violent  street  disturbance,  elicited  no  report  to  the  Mayor, 
nor  arrest — indeed  that  the  Mayor  remained  ignorant  of  the 
affair,  until  late  in  the  day,  when  he  casually  heard  of  it. 

On  Thursday  night  another  rencontre  took  place  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Lower  Market,  between  some  young 
men  and  boys,  and  some  negroes,  in  which  one  or  two  of 
the  boys  were  badly  wounded,  as  was  supposed,  with  knives 
—  how  the  negroes  fared,  we  did  not  learn. 

On  Friday,  during  the  day,  there  was  considerable  ex- 
citement. Threats  of  violence  and  lawless  outbreak  were 
indicated  in  various  ways  and  came  to  the  ear  cf  the  police, 
and  of  the  negroes.  Attacks  were  expected  upon  the  rvegro 
residences  in  Macalester,  Sixth  and  New  streets.  The  negroes 
armed  themselves,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  increased  the 
excitement.  But  we  do  not  know  that  it  produced  any  known 
measure  of  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  police,  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  city. 

Before  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  mob,  the  principal 
organization  of  which,  we  understand  was  arranged  in  Ken- 
tucky, openly  assembled  in  Fifth  Street  Market,  unmolest- 
ed by  the  police  or  citizens.  The  number  of  this  mob,  as 
they  deliberately  marched  from  their  rendezvous  towards 
Broadway  and  Sixth  streets,  is  variously  estimated,  but  the 
number  increased  as  they  progressed.  They  were  armed 
with  clubs,  stones,  &c.  &,c. 

Reaching  the  scene  of  operations  with  shouts  and  blasplie- 
mous  imprecations,  they  attacked  a  negro  confectionary 
house  on  Broadway,  next  to  the  Synagogue,  and  demolished 
the  doors  and  windows.  This  attracted  an  immense  crowd. 
Savage  yells  were  uttered  to  encourage  the  mob  onward  to 
the  general  attack  upon  the  negroes.  About  this  time,  be- 
fore 9  o'clock,  J.  TV.  Piatt,  in  a  way  highly  creditable  to 
himself,  addressed  the  mob,  exhorting  them  to  peace  and 
obedience  to  law,  and  to  retire  without  further  violence. — 
His  voice  was  drowned  by  the  violent  shouts  of  the  mob, 
and  the  throwing  of  stones.  At  this  time,  we  verily  believe, 
a  determined  corps  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  men,  would  have 
dispersed  the  crowd.  The  Mayor  came  up  and  addressed 
the  people,  in  a  very  proper  way.  The  savage  yell  was  in- 
stantly raised.  "  Down  with  him  !" — "  run  him  olf  1" — 
were  shouted  and  intermixed  with  horrid  imprecations  and 
exhortations  to  the  mob  to  move  onward.  We  took  some 
pains  to  ascertain  who  these  leading  disturbers  of  the  peace 
were,  and  thhik  a  large  portion  of  the  leaders,  and  the  most 
violent,  came  from  other  parts — were  strangers — some  were 
said  to  be  connected  with  river  navigation  and  were  strongly 


backed  by  boat  hands  of  the  lowest  and  most  violent  order. 
They  advanced  to  the  attack  with  stones,  &c.,  &c.,  and  were 
repeatedly  fired  upon  by  the  negroes.  The  mob  scattered, 
but  immediately  rallied  again,  and  again  were  in  like  manner 
repulsed.  Men  were  wounded  on  both  sides,  and  carried 
oil— and  many  reported  dead.  The  negroes  rallied  several 
times,  advanced  upon  the  crowd,  and  most  unjustifiably  fired 
down  the  street  into  it,  causing  a  great  rush  down  the  street. 
These  things  were  repeated  until  past  I  o'clock,  when  a 
party  procured  an  iron  six  pounder  from  near  the  river,  load- 
ed with  boiler  punchings,  &c.,  and  hauled  it  to  the  ground, 
against  the  exhortations  of  the  Mayor  and  others.  It  was 
posted  on  Broadway  and  pointed  down  Sixth  street.  The 
yells  continued,  but  there  was  a  partial  cessation  of  the  firing. 
Many  of  the  negroes  had  fled  to  the  hills.  The  attack  upon 
houses  was  recommenced,  wilh  the  firing  of  guns,  on  1  otii 
sides,  which  continued  during  most  of  the  night — and  exag- 
gerated rumors  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  filled  the  streets. 
The  cannon  was  discharged  several  times. 

About  2  o'clock,  a  portion  of  the  military  upon  the  call 
of  the  Mayor,  proceeded  in  keeping  the  mob  at  bay.  In  tho 
morning  and  throughout  the  day,  several  blocks,  including 
the  battle  ground,  were  surrounded  by  sentinels,  and  kept 
under  martial  law— keeping  within,  the  negroes  there,  and 
adding  to  them  such  as  were  brought  during  the  day,  vv.bo 
were  seized  without  particular  charge,  by  parties  who  scour- 
ed the  city,  assuming  the  authority  of  the  law. 

A  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at  the  Court  House  on 
Saturday  morning,  at  which  the  Mayor  presided.  This  meet- 
ing was  addressed  by  the  Mayor,  Judge  Head,  Mr.  Piatt,  She- 
riff Avery  and  Mr.  Hart.  They  resolved  to  observe  the  law,  to 
discountenance  mobs — invoked  the  aid  of  the  civil  authori- 
ties to  stay  the  violence — and  pledged  themselves  to  exeition 
in  aid  of  the  civil  authority  to  arrest  and  place  within  reach 
of  the  lav/,  the  negroes  who  wounded  the  two  white  boj  s  on 
Columbia  street.     That  the  Township  Trustees  should  en- 
force  the  law  of  1807,  requiring  security  of  negroes,  and 
pledging  themselves  to  enforce  it  to  the  letter,  until  the  city, 
"  is  relieved  of  the  effect  of  modern  abolitionism,  giving 
assurance  to  "  our  Southern  brethren,"  to   carry  out  that 
"  act  in  good  faith" — and  to  deliver  "  up,  under  the  law  of 
Congress  forthwith,"  every   negro  who  escapes   from  his 
master  and  comes  within  our  borders.     They  requested  the 
Mayor,  Sheriff  and  the  civil  authorities,  to  proceed  at  once 
to  the  dwellings  of  the  blacks  and  disarm  them  of  all  of- 
fensive weapons — recommend  search  for  offenders  against 
the  laws,  immediate  legal  proceedings  against  them,  and 
an  efficient  patrol  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  blacks,  during  the  existence  of  the  present  excitement, 
and  until  they  give  the  bonds  required  by  the  act  of  18'j7  or 
leave  the  city.     They  requested  the  parents  and  guardians 
of  boys  to  keep  them  at  home,  or  away  from  the  scene  of  ex- 
citement.    They  '■'■Resolved,  That  vi-e  view  with  abhorrence 
the  proceedings  of  the  Abolitionists  in  our  city,  and  that  we 
repudiate  their  doctrines,  and   believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  good  citizen  by  all  lawful  means  to  discountenance 
every  man  who  lends  them  his  assistance."     1  hese  resolu- 
tions were  reported  by  a  committee  composed  by  Messrs.  J. 
W.  Piatt,  J.  C.  Avery,  R.  A.  Madison,  J.  C.  Vaughan,  B. 
Storer,  D.  T.  Disney,  J.  Read,  J.  Goodin,  and  N.  W.  Tho- 
mas, were  adopted  unanimously,  signed  by  the  Mayor  of 
the  city.  Col.  Davies,  as  President  of  the  meeting,  and  Ed- 
ward Woodruff,  President  of  the  City  Council,  as  their  Se- 
cretary, printed  in  handbills,  and  posted  in  all  parts  of  the 
city. 

The  City  Council  also  held  a  special  session,  and  passed 
resolutions  invoking  the  united  exertions  of  orderly  citizens 
to  the  aid  of  the  authorities — to  put  down  the  violent  com- 
motion existing  in  the  city,  to  preserve  order  and  vindicate 
the  law  against  the  violence  of  an  excited  and  lawless  mob 
— requesting  all  officers,  watchmen,  and  firemen  to  unite  for 
the  arrest  of  all  rioters  and  violators  of  law,  and  the  Marshal 
to  increase  his  deputies  to  any  number  required,  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred,  to  preserve  life  and  protect  property — re- 
quiring the  Mayor  and  Marshal  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
county  militia  to  preserve  order,  and  the  Captain  of  the 
Watch  to  increase  his  force.    These  proceedings  were  post- 
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cd  in  handbills.  Intense  excitement  continued  during  the 
day,  the  mob  and  their  leaders  boldly  occupying  the  streets 
without  arrest,  or  any  effort  to  arrest  any  of  them,  thut  we 
have  heard  of. 

The  negroes  held  a  meeting  in  a  church,  and  respectfully 
assured  the  Mayor  and  the  citizens  that  they  would  use  every 
elfort  to  conduct  as  orderly,  industrious,  and  peaceable  peo- 
ple, to  supress  any  imprudent  conduct  among  their  popula- 
tion and  to  ferret  out  all  violation  of  order  and  law — depre- 
cated the  practice  of  carrying  about  their  person  any  danger- 
ous weapon,  pledged  themselves  not  to  carry  or  keep  any 
about  their  persons  or  houses,  and  expressed  their  readiness 
to  surrender  all  such.  They  expressed  their  readiness  to 
conform  to  the  law  of  1807,  and  give  bond,  or  to  leave  with- 
in a  specified  time — and  tendered  their  thanks  to  the  Mayor, 
watch,  otHcers  and  gentlemen  of  the  city,  for  the  elforts  made 
to  save  their  property,  their  lives,  their  wives  and  children. 
At  3  P.  M.  the  Mayor,  fehciiO',  Marshal  and  a  portion  of 
the  police,  proceeded  to  the  battle  gruund,  and  there  under 
the  protection  of  the  military,  though  in  the  presence  of  the 
mob,  and  so  far  controlled  by  them,  as  to  prevent  the  taking 
away  of  any  negroes,  upon  their  complying  with  the  law. — 
Several  negroes  gave  bond,  and  obtained  the  permission  of 
the  authorities  to  go  away  with  their  sureties,  some  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens,  but  were  headed,  even  within  the 
military  sentinels,  and  compelled  to  return  within  the  ground. 
It  was  resolved,  to  embody  the  male  negroes,  and  march 
them  to  jail  for  security,  under  the  protection  of  military  and 
civil  authority.  From  250  to  300  negroes,  including  sound 
and  maimed,  were  with  some  difficulty  marched  off  to  the 
jail,  surrounded  by  the  military  and  oificers ;  and  a  dense 
mass  of  men,  women,  and  boys,  confounding  all  distinction 
between  the  orderly  and  disorderly,  accompanied  with  deaf- 
ening yells.  They  were  safely  lodged,  and  still  remain  in 
prison,  separated  from  their  families.  The  crowd  was  in 
that  way  dispersed. 

Some  then  supposed  we  should  have  a  quiet  night — but 
others  more  observing,  discovered  that  the  lawless  mob  had 
determined  on  further  violence,  to  be  enacted  immediately 
after  night  fall.  Citizens  disposed  to  aid  the  authorities  were 
invited  to  assemble,  enroll  themselves,  and  organize  for  ac- 
tion. The  military  were  ordered  out,  firemen  were  out, 
clothed  with  authority  as  a  police  band.  About  80  citizens 
enrolled  themselves  as  assistants  of  the  Marshal,  and  acted 
during  the  night  under  his  directions,  in  connexion  with 
Judge  Torrence,  who  was  selected  by  themselves.  A  por- 
tion of  this  force  was  mounted.  A  troop  of  horse,  and  seve- 
ral companies  of  volunteer  infantry  continued  on  duty  until 
near  midnight.  Some  were  then  discharged  to  sleep  upon 
their  arms.  Others  remained  on  duty  till  morning,  guard- 
ing the  jail,  A:c, 

As  was  anticipated  the  mob,  efficiently  organized,  early 
commenced  operations,  dividing  their  force  and  making  at- 
tacks at  different  points,  thus  distracting  the  attention  of  the 
police.  The  first  successful  onset  was  made  upon  the  print- 
ing establishment  of  the  Philanthropist.   They  succeeded  in 
entering  the  establishment,  breaking  uj)  the  Press,  and  run- 
ning with  it,  amidst  savage  yells,  down  through  Main  street 
to  the  river,  into  which  it  was  thrown.     The  military,  ap- 
peared in  the  alley  near  the  office,  intc.rrui)ting  the  mob  for 
a  short  time.  They  escaped  through  the  by  ways,  and  when 
the  military  ictircd,  returning  to  their  work  of  destruction  in 
the  office,  which  they  comi)leteil.    Several  houses  were  bro- 
ken open  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  occupied  by  negroes, 
and  the  windows,  doors  and  furnituie  totally  destroyed. — 
Among  such  is  the  Confectionary  establishment,  of  Burnet 
near  the  ujjper  market — a  shop  on  Columbia  near  Sycamore 
— the  negro  church  on  Sixth  street,  and  four  or  five  houses 
near  it — a  small  frame  near  the  synagogue  on  Broadway, 
and  several  houses  on  Western  Bow  near  the  river.  One  of 
their  last  efforts  was  to  fuc  or  otherwise  destroy  the  Book 
establishment  of  Messrs.  Truman  and  Smith,  on  Main. — 
From  this  they  were  driven  by  the  police,  and  soon  after, 
before  day-light,  dispersed  from  mere  exhaustion. 

Mortifying  as  is  the  declaration,  truth  requires  us  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  our  good  city  has  been  in  complete  anarchy, 
controlled  mostly  by  a  lawless  and  violent  mob  for  twenty - 


four  hours,  trampling  all  law  and  authority  under  foot.  We 
feel  this  degradation  deeply -but  so  it  is.  It  is  impossible 
to  learn  the  precise  number  killed  and  wounded,  either  of 
whites,  or  among  the  negroes,  probably  several  were  killed 
on  both  sides,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  variously  wounded, 
though  but  few  dangerously.  Several  of  the  citizen  police 
were  hurt  with  stones  and  brick  bats,  which  were  thrown 
into  the  crowd  by  the  mob.  Tlie  authorities  succeeded  in 
arresting  and  securing  about  forty  of  the  mob,  who  are  now 
in  prison — others  were  arrested,  but  were  rescued  or  made 
their  escape  otherwise.  We  have  attempted  a  plain  general 
narrative  of  these  disgraceful  proceedings — have  endeavored 
to  be  accurate  in  our  facts,  and  to  narrate  them  in  their  order 
of  occurrence  without  coloring  or  distortion.  Such  a  narra 
tive,  at  this  time,  we  thought  necessary  to  check  the  exag- 
gerated rumors  which  have  doubtless  spread  in  all  directions. 
Many  of  these  transactions  occurred  under  our  own  observa- 
tion, during  Friday  night,  and  the  evening  and  night  of 
Saturday. 

We  see  in  these  outrages  much  to  deplore,  and  we  see 
much  which  merits  unqualified  condemnation,  which  has 
been  done,  and  omitted,  during  the  violence  of  these  lawless 
excesses.  But  it  behoves  all  of  us  no-w  to  be  calm  and  firm, 
to  prevent  another  outbreak — to  unite  and  draw  out  for  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace,  all  good  citizens.  Many 
have  hitherto  done  little  to  stop  this  destructive  violence, 
who  should  unite,  and  we  still  trust  nearly  all  will  yet  unite, 
to  restore  the  quiet  of  the  city,  and  efficacy  to  the  law. — 
Hereafter,  when  the  public  mind  is  in  condition  to  be  re- 
soned  with  we  shall  speak  as  we  think  upon  this  subject, 
offend  whom  it  may. 

The  mob  was  in  many  cases  encouraged,  and  in  some, 
led  on,  by  persons  from  Kentucky.  They  declared  they  had 
been  sent  for,  and  that  hundreds  of  others  were  organized 
and  ready  to  come  here  to  rid  the  city  of  the  negroes  and 
abolitionists.  We  ourselves  heard,  one  of  these,  a  respecta- 
ble lookmg  man,  shouting  to  the  mob  to  put  down  the  Mayor 
and  others. 

About  1 1  o'clock,  on  Saturday  night,  a  bonfire  was 
lighted  on  the  oj)posite  side  of  the  river,  and  loud  shouts 
were  sent  up  as  if  a  great  triumph  had  been  achieved.  Was 
it  a  rejoicing  that  a  lawless  mob  had  triumphed  over  law  and 
good  order  in  our  city — that  brute  force  had  assumed  the 
control  of  our  affairs,  and  was  then  moving  forward  in  its 
unchecked  career  of  destruction  ]  It  is  impossible,  we  think, 
that  a  feeling  of  triumph  could  have  been  indulged  in  by  any 
well  disposed  citizen  of  our  sister  State.  In  some  cases  the 
motions  of  the  mob  were  directed  and  managed  by  mere 
boys,  who  suggested  the  points  of  attack  and  the  object,  put 
the  vote,  declared  the  result  and  led  the  way  i  Think  for  a 
moment,  of  a  band  of  ivhite  men — after  all  the  negro  men 
had  been  disarmed  and  committed  to  prison  for  safe-keeping, 
under  a  solemn  pledge  that  their  wives  and  children,  and 
their  women  should  be  protected — and  while  these  helpless 
persons,  thus  separated  from  their  natural  protectors,  were 
confidently  reposing  in  security  under  the  pledge  of  the  au- 
thorities— thiidi  of  it,  that  in  such  a  state  of  things,  a  band 
calling  themselves  men,  returned  to  attack  these  nntn-otect- 
ed  women  ant!  cliildrcn  !  Kcilect  upon  tiie  fact,  that  in  this 
our  city  of  Cincinnati  6»c/i  a  band  ivas  permitted  to  i-cnew 
tlieir  I'rutal  attacks  upon  tliese  miserable  creatures,  in  vio- 
liition  of  the  solemn  pledge  of  the  citif  and  count;/  authori- 
ties !  \\c  cannot  use  terms  too  strong  to  mark  the  leaders 
and  instigators  of  this  mob — though  we  sincerely  think  there 
were  many  honest  but  misguided  men  engaged  in  it,  who 
will  themselves  regret  it  most  deeply. 

Excitement  continued  during  yesterday.  The  Council 
held  a  meeting,  and  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  succeeded,  in 
which  the  Ciovcrnor,  who  is  in  the  city,  with  other  gentle- 
men took  jiart.  Resolutions  were  adopted  for  an  efficient  or- 
ganization for  the  night. 

A  Connnittce  of  Safety  were  appointed,  who  proclaimed 
their  determination  to  secure  the  public  peace.  The  Gover- 
nor issued  his  Proclamation,  exhorting  to  peace.  The  citir 
zens  rallied  with  becoming  spirit  to  aid  the  city  authorities. 
Ellicient  organization  followed.  The  military  were  again 
ordered  out  to  preserve  the  peace.    The  knowledge  of  these 
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measures  became  general,  and  disorder  was  hushed  and  dri- 
ven to  its  hiding  places.  The  authorities  have  now  posses- 
sion of  the  city,  and  quiet  is  restored. 

Monday  Morning,  3  A.  M. 

•  No  disturbances  have  occurred  in  our  city  during  the 
night.  The  dillcrcnt  military  companies  were  stationed  at 
various  points  throuRh  the  city.  Captain  Taylor's  troop 
of  horse  together  with  a  large  number  of  citizens  formed 
themselves  into  companies  of  about  thirty  each,  who  kept 
up  a  patrol  until  about  2  o'clook,  when  the  citizens  general- 
ly retired  leaving  the  military  on  duty. 

Tuesday  Morning,  Sept.  7,  1841. 
TUe  City— TJic  Mob. 

The  city  remained  quiet  when  we  went  to  press,  and  no 
farther  outbreak  is  immediately  apprehended.  The  police 
strengthened  and  duly  organized,  will  keep  up  the  most  vigi- 
lant reconnoisance,  with  an  ample  reserve  at  command,  to 
act  on  a  moment's  warning. 

We  were  informed  yesterday,  upon  good  authority,  that 
the  boys  wounded  up  Columbia  street,  on  Thursday  night, 
are  doing  well,  and  acknowledge  that  they  made  the  attack 
upon  the  negroes  that  night.  The  number  killed,  if  any,  is 
yet  unknown,  and  the  number  wounded  is  equally  uncertain. 
The  negroes  in  jail,  were  examined  yesterday  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  1'hcre  is  but  one  additional  fact,  wc  learn- 
ed yesterday.  That  is,  that  although  free  ingress  to  the  pri- 
son has  been  allowed  to  our  Kentucky  neighbors,  in  search 
of  fugitive  slaves,  but  one  has  been  claimed  from  the  whole 
mass,  and  he  is  separated  from  the  rest  and  held  for  proof  in 
support  of  the  claim. 

We  are  informed  to-day  that  some  of  our  Kentucky 
frietKls  regard  our  mention  of  them  as  unjust.  We  are  as- 
sured, and  we  believe  it,  that  no  respectable  man,  in  either 
of  the  counties  opposite  the  city,  gave  the  slightest  counte- 
nance to  any  disorder,  or  aided  in  any  rejoicing,  or  had  other 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  disturbances  in  the  city,  but  what 
was  perfectly  proper,  and  looked  to  the  preservation  of  order, 
and  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  But  when  we  say  this,  and 
while  we  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  one  can,  that  our  respecta- 
ble fellow-citizens  across  the  river,  will  go  as  far  to  maintain 
order  as  ourself,  and  have  deeply  sympathized  in  the  late 
condition  of  the  city — yet  we  cannot  disguise  the  fact,  that 
we  heard  them  claiming  to  be  from  Kentucky,  urge  the  mob 
forward,  and  denounce  ail  attempts  to  arrest  them  in  their 
lawless  career,  and  our  city  and  her  authorities,  as  negroes, 
and  abolitionists.  We  also  heard  men,  leading  the  mob,  de- 
clare themselves  from  that  State,  and  denounce  their  Ohio 
followers,  as  unfit  for  such  lead.  But  we  forbear  further  de- 
tail. Time  will  show  how  far  we  are  correct.  And  we  need 
only  say  in  addition,  that  no  man  places  a  higher  estimate 
on  Kentucky  love  of  order,  cool  bravery,  and  the  generous 
sacrifice  of  every  selfish  feeling  which  animates  her  sons 
when  danger  or  patriotism  invites  than  we  do — yet  we  know 
there  are  men,  even  in  that  gallant  State,  of  u  very  different 
character — whom  good  people  there  would  expose  and  de- 
nounce, as  soon  as  ourself. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  have  learned  that  the 
Committee  of  Safety  have  visited  the  jail,  and  determined  to 
proceed  to-morrow  to  act  upon  the  cases  of  the  negroes  now 
held  in  confinement,  as  follows :  1 .  To  ascertain  such  against 
whom  there  is  any  criminal  charge,  and  detain  them  for  fur- 
ther examination.  2.  As  to  those  against  whom  there  is  no 
accusation — to  discharge  natives  and  those  who  have  given 
bond  under  the  law  of  1807 — and  to  require  bond  of  the 
others  under  that  law,  and  to  discharge  when  it  is  given. 

Wednesday  Morning,  Sept.  8,  1S41. 
Tlie  City— TUc  Mob. 

The  city  continues  quiet.  The  police  and  military,  were 
on  duty  again  the  night  before  last.  Yesterday  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  examined  and  discharged  many,  perhaps  most 
of  the  negroes  in  prison,  exacting  bail  for  good  behaviour  un- 
der the  act  of  1S07,  from  those  who  had  not  before  given  ; 


bail,  and  upon  whom  the  law  imposed  the  giving  security. 
No  more  fugitive  slaves  have  been  found— nor  has  any  one 
yet  been  charged  with  any  criminal  offence.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  learn  anything  to  be  depended  upon,  as  to  the 
number,  if  any,  killed,  nor  the  number  oi  condition  of  the 
wounded.  It  is  now  said  that  the  boys  wounded  on  Lower 
Market,  were  severely  wounded,  and  that  one  of  them  is  not 
yet  out  of  danger — that  they  were  in  the  beginning  of  the 
affray,  but  were  wounded  after  the  return  of  the  negroes  to 
the  second  onset,  which  cannot  be  justified.  The  story  of 
the  violence  upon  the  negro  women,  we  have  taken  some 
pains  to  inquire  into,  and  believe  it  unfounded.  i 

The  Mayor  was  yesterday  examining  the  complaints 
against  those  arrested  as  in  the  mob.  He  had  committed 
some  12  or  15  for  trial,  and  discharged  four,  the  last  we 
heard  from  the  Court  House. 

We  annex  the  Governor's  Proclamation,  issued  on  Sun- 
day evening — not  before  having  a  copy  : 

Proclamation  by  the  Governor. 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  me  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  that  the  peace  of  the  city  has 
been  wantonly  broken  by  large  bodies  of  lawless  persons, 
and  that  farther  violence  to  the  persons  and  property  of  the 
citizens  is  threatened  :  Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority 
in  me  vested  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  hereby  com- 
mand all  persons  who  may  be  in  the  city,  to  yield  prompt 
obedience  to  the  civil  authorities  engaged  in  the  preservation 
of  the  peace.  And  I  enjoin  upon  all  persons  to  abstain  from 
any  unlawful  assemblage,  or  any  act  of  violence  against  the 
persons  or  property  of  the  citizens.  And  I  hereby  make 
known  to  all  concerned,  that  orders  have  been  issued  to  the 
military  force  of  the  County  requiring  the  militia  to  parade 
at  such  points  in  the  city  as  the  civil  authority  shall  direct, 
and  by  virtue  of  such  authority,  to  capture  by  force  of  arms 
all  disturbers  of  the  peace. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  this  5th 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1841. 

THOMAS  CORWIN, 
Governor  of  Ohio  and  Commander-in-Chief. 


Interesting  to  Wool  Growers. 

It  is  stated  that  a  pack  of  wool  (240  lbs.)  will  employ  58 
persons  a  week  to  manufacture  it  into  broadcloth  ;  or  to  hit 
within  the  truth,  will  employ  one  person  one  year.  At  this 
rate,  the  annual  wool  clip  of  Vermont  (three  millions  and  a 
half  of  pounds,)  will  give  employment  in  manufacturing  to 
14,583  persons.  At  a  glance,  then,  we  can  see  how  it  is  that 
domestic  manufacture,  affords  a  market  for  the  farmers, — 
First  it  gives  a  demand  for  the  three  and  a  half  millions 
pounds  of  wool  of  Vermont,  worth,  at  an  average  of  40  cts. 
per  pound,  §1,400,000  a  year  to  Vermont.  In  the  next 
place,  it  takes  thousands  of  persons  from  agriculture  to  be- 
come manufacturers,  takes  them  from  the  ranks  of  producers 
of  provisions  and  places  them  in  the  ranks  of  consumeis — 
thu?  giving  a  good  market  to  the  farmer  for  his  produce. — 
And,  finally,  we  will  add  that  this  increased  demand  forpror 
duce  and  for  labor,  increases  the  price  of  produce  and  tho 
wages  of  industry.  Such  are  the  results  of  protecting  domes- 
tic manufacturers.^^- Fermon^  Watchman, 


Gold  Mine. 

We  understand  says  the  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  Journal.  »hat 
on  Friday,  some  persons  engaged  in  hunting  Gold,  dis- 
covered a  vein  on  the  lands  of  Thomas  Flow,  on  Clear 
Creek,  about  fourteen  miles  east  of  this  place,  wliicii  is  very 
rich.  The  vein  is  about  one  foot.  Some  of  the  ore  taken 
out  is  worth  between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars  per 
bushel. 


Roclicster  Flour  Mills. 

In  this  thriving  city  in  Western  New  York,  there  are  20 
Flouring  Mills,  with  about  100  run  of  stones.  Combined^ 
they  manufacture  equal  io  Jtvc  hundred  thousand  barrels 
annually  !  Ely's  Mill,  one  of  the  largest,  during  the  active 
business  season,  turns  out  500  barrels  duily.-Jour.  of  Com. 
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[Heptembeb, 


The  following  article,  and  another  which  we  shall  publish 
in  our  next,  appeared  in  the  United  States  Gazette,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  and  were  designed  to  have  been  printed  in  the 
Volume  in  which  the  letter  referred  to,  was  inserted,  (See 
Vol.  Ill,  p.  1531  but  has  from  time  to  time  been  excluded  by 
other  matter.    The  lucid  investigation  of  the  facts  connected  j 
wi'.h  two  important  transactions  between  our  own  and  foreign 
governments  which  have  not  been  generally  understood,  made 
by  a  gentleman  so  fully  competent  to  the  task;  and  with  which 
the  good  faith  of  the  United  States  is  so  closely  identified,  is 
too  important  to  be  lost.  The  remarks  upon  the  writers  who  ^ 
gave  occasion  to  these  articles  are  severe,  but  they  could  not  ^ 
well  be  omitted  without  destroying  the  connexion  of  the  | 
whole.     They  discover  a  strong  desire,  however,  to  vindi- 
cate American  honor,  from  the  charges  made  against  it  in 
the  paragraphs  alluded  to. 

IVafioiaal  Faills. — iouiaiaEia  Treaty. 

No.  1. 

I  have  seldom  been  more  surprised  than  to  find  that  ¥.r. 
Biddle's  spirited  and  just  defence  of  the  good  faith  of  our 
country  against  the  accusations  and  reproaches  of  the  Bri- 
tish press,  has  drawn  upon  him,  or  rather  upon  the  United 
States,  some  sharp  and  angry  reprimands,  not  omitting  some 
unkind  personal  allusions  to  himself,  as  if  he  had  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  offence  or  impropriety  in  becoming  the  advocate 
of  American  honesty.  For  my  part,  I  have  read  his  excel- 
lent and  instructive  letter  with  many  thanks  to  him,  and  with 
the  pride  and  pleasure  I  think  an  American  ought  to  feel  for 
his  clear  and  triumphant  vindication  of  our  national  faith, 
and  for  the  undeniable  evidence  by  which  he  throws  the 
charge  of  dishonesty  back  upon  our  insolent  and  malicious 
accusers.  All  that  Mr.  Biddle  has  said  of  the  good  faith, 
nay,  of  the  unusual  liberality  of  our  government,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  its  debts,  and  more  than  this,  of  the  debts  of  our 
citizens  to  foreign  creditors,  is  strictly  true  ;  and  it  is  my 
purpose  to  prove  it.  It  is  true  that  his  particular  object  was 
only  to  meet  the  late  charges  in  relation  to  late  loans  taken 
up  in  Europe,  and  the  elTcct  of  our  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments upon  them,  and  not  to  go  back  to  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  Federal  Government  with  foreigners  and 
its  own  citizens,  from  the  revolution  to  this  day.  I  am  will- 
ing, however,  to  meet  his  antagonists  on  their  own  ground, 
and  to  sustain  the  broad  and  general  allegation  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  United  States  in  the  payment  of  all  their 
debts.  I  speak  now  of  dedts — of  pecu7iiury  eiigagemenls. 
As  to  certain  claims,  not  of  foreign  creditors,  but  of  our 
own  citizens,  which  arc  addressed  to  the  equity  and  justice 
of  our  government,  I  shall  speak  of  them.  What  Mr.  Mid- 
dle has  said  of  the  full  and  honorable  discharge  of  the  claims 
of  our  crcililors,  and  he  has  spoken  of  no  other,  will  be 
proved  by  the  public  records  of  our  country.  Those  who 
have  a.ssailcd  him  have  exhibited  an  extraordinary  want  of 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  and,  in  my  opinion,  an  unjustifia- 
ble negligence,  in  not  taking  the  trouble  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted with  it  before  they  ventured  to  come  before  the  pub- 
lic with  their  speculations,  especially  as  their  object  was  to 
fix  fraud  and  di.shonor  on  their  country.  One  would  suppose 
that  an  American  would  be  reluctant  to  do  this,  on  the 
clearest  proof,  but  could  never  be  brought  to  it,  not  only 
without  evidence,  but  in  the  face  of  the  most  authentic  and 
unquestionable  testimony. 

The  attacks  upon  Mr.  Biddle's  letter  have  appeared  in 
your  Gazette,  and  in  another  morning  paper,  which  has  a 
very  extensive  circulation,  and  is  conducted  with  great  abili- 
ty. The  writer,  in  your  paper  of  the  fouith  instant,  with 
the  signature  "  H.,  "  has  committed  such  violent  mistakes, 
that  it  is  evident  he  wrote  without  the  most  ordinary  exami- 
nation of  his  case,  and  with  a  wonderful  ignorance  of  it. — 
This  I  intend  to  make  abundantly  clear.  I  know  that  it  is 
incumbent  on  me  to  do  so,  after  stating  it  so  strongly.  This 
writer  "  H."  tells  us,  that  the  whole  aim  of  Mr,  Biddle  is  to 


show  how  honorably  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  fulfilled  all  its  /lecuiiiary  engagements ;  and  he  has 
contrasted  its  greater  punctuality  vsith  the  conduct  of  other 
nations  in  similar  transactions.  Here  I  will  pause  to  say 
that  there  is  no  pecuniary  engagemei.t  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  which  it  has  not  fulfilled  ;  and  I  chal- 
lenge this  writer  to  produce  proof  of  the  contrary  ;  and,  of 
course,  Mr.  Biddle  is  justified  in  his  allegation,  even  if  "H." 
has  correctly  understood  his  aim. 

Your  correspondent  then  proceeds  :  "  It  were  indeed  gra- 
tifying if  there  were  no  blot  upon  so  fair  a  page  ;  but  alas  ! 
in  relation  to  the  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  tliere  has  been,  and 
still  continues,  a  negligence  of  purpose,  or  a  determination 
of  injustice,  which,  if  the  bright  page  of  national  honor  is 
to  be  preserved,  demands  consideration  and  redress."  With 
a  striking  self-complacency  and  confidence  in  one  so  entire- 
ly misinformed,  the  writer  proceeds  :  "  A  few  words  will  ex- 
plain the  transaction.  For  spoliations  committed  by  France 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  satisfaction  was  re- 
quired by  tb.e  latter  government ;  and  when  France  relin- 
quished her  authority  over  Louisiana,  she  expressly  stipu- 
lated that  the  United  States  should  pay  to  those  American 
citizens  who  had  been  plundered  by  her  subjects,  the  sum  of 
seven  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  this 
treaty  is  solemnly  ratified.  Of  this  moneu  none  has  yet  been 
paid;  and,  when  interest  to  the  present  time  is  added,  it 
amounts  to  the  enormous  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars." 
The  charge  here  upon  the  government  of  a  gross  breach  of 
trust,  of  rank  dishonesty,  of  a  shameless  fraud  upon  its  own 
citizens,  is  clear  and  distinct.  He  goes  on:  "  What  a  re- 
proach is  such  a  breach  of  national  integrity,  and  how  ag- 
gravated an  instance  !  J]  noble  and  generous  nation  gives 
to  the  United  States  an  equivalent  for  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney, on  condition  (that  is  a  condition  required  by  this  gene- 
rous natiori)  that  the  same  United  States  pays  it  over  to  its 
own  plundered  citizens ;  an  agreement  with  which  it  has 
failed  to  comply,  thereby  holding  in  contempt  so  sacred  an 
obligation." 

It  would  be  difficult  for  the  most  careless,  or  the  most  in- 
genious man  to  frame  a  paragraph  so  loaded  with  error  and 
misrepresentation — so  entirely  destitute  of  truth  in  every 
material  fact.  Indeed  there  is  not  one  that  is  truly  stated. — 
1.  The  money  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  Louisiana  treaty,  was  not  for  spolia- 
tions. France  would  hardly  have  admitted  that  she  had  rob- 
bed and  plundered  our  merchants.  It  was  to  be  paid  for 
debts  due  to  them  by  the  French  Government,  for  supplies, 
by  embargoes  and  other  matters — illegal  captures  being,  it  is 
true,  an  item  in  the  account.  2.  This  stipulation  was  not 
made,  or  suggested,  or  expressed,  on  the  part  of  France,  but 
was  introduced  and  insisted  upon  by  the  American  Com- 
missioners. It  can  with  no  projiricty  be  said  that  "  she  ex- 
pressly stipulated  "  that  this  money  should  be  paid  to  our 
citizens,  as  if  it  was  done  on  her  motion,  and  from  her  ten- 
der and  vigilant  regard  for  our  merchants.  3.  The  sum  tlius 
reserved  was  not  seven  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  about  half  of  that  amount.  4.  The  noble  and  gene- 
rous nation  was  so  far  from  having  this  magnanimous  re- 
gard for  the  rights  and  interests  of  our  citizens,  that  alter  the 
negotiators  had  agreed  to  it,  an  attem])t  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  French  Government  to  take  this  money  from  us, 
and  put  it  into  the  French  Treasury :  to  withdraw  this  con- 
cession to  the  American  creditors,  this  act  of  sheer  justice, 
and  appropriate  the  whole  amount  of  the  purchase  money 
to  the  wants  of  that  government.  Thus  far  I  have  noticed 
these  errors  only  to  show  how  carelessly  your  correspondent 
has  written;  but — 5.  Every  cent  stipulated  bij  that  treaty  tu 
be  paid  to  our  citizens  7vas  promptly  provided  for  and  paid 
[irecisely  in  cmiformity  -a-ith  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  ; 
unless  the  claimants  have  neglected  to  get  their  orders  as  di- 
rected by  the  treaty,  and  to  call  on  our  treasury  for  the  mo- 
ney, which  is  hardly  to  be  believed.  Our  friend  "H."  might 
have  spared  his  lamentations  over  this  aggravated  breach  of 
national  integrity  ;  this  contempt  of  a  sacred  obligation,  and 
also  the  labor  of  calculating  the  interest  for  so  many  years 
on  seven  millions  five    hundred    thousand  dollars,  now 
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amounting  to  twenty  millions,  thus  swelled  for  the  kind  pur- 
pose of  making  his  phantom  of  fraud  gigantic  and  hideous. 
A  word  about  the  history  and  cause  of  this  noble  and  gener- 
ous transfer  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  France  was 
inevitably  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  after  the 
short  peace  of  Amiens.  She  had,  a  short  time  before  obtain- 
ed from  Spain  a  retrocession  of  this  province,  which  was 
carefully  concealed,  and  no  possession  was  taken  by  France. 
Her  ownership  was  not  in  any  beneficial  occupancy  of  the 
territory,  but  consisted  of  such  mere  right  as  the  retrocession 
might  give  her.  In  the  approaching  war  with  Great  Britain, 
the  First  Consul,  who  was  then  the  Government  of  France, 
was  conscious  he  could  not  retain  this  acquisition  against  the 
naval  power  of  his  enemy,  and  also  wanting  money  for  his 
exhausted  treasury,  he  resolved  as  a  matter  of  policy,  not 
from  any  motive  of  generosity  to  us,  to  sell  this  province  to 
the  United  States.  The  interest  of  France  plainly  dictated 
this  policy.  A  double  object  was  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 
He  could  preserve  it  from  the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  and 
he  would  transfer  it  to  a  people  who  was  looked  upon  as  a 
formidable  and  growing  rival  to  the  commerce  and  naval 
power  of  his  enemy,  and  should  therefore  be  strengthened. 
Such  were  the  declared  motives  and  designs  of  the  French 
Government  in  making  the  sale  of  this  province  to  the 
United  States.  Our  Commissioners  did  not  want  the  whole 
territory,  but  only  certain  parts  necessary  to  us  :  but  the 
First  Consul  insisted  they  should  take  all  or  none.  He  had 
expressed  a  willingness  to  his  negotiator,  M.  Marbois,  to 
take  fifty  millions  of  francs  for  the  whole  ;  hut  his  minister 
demanded  of  us  eighty  millions  ;  the  -whole  to  he  paid  to  the. 
French  Treasury.  Our  Commissioners  agreed  to  the  amount 
asked,  provided  that  twenty  millions  of  it  should  be  appro- 
priated and  paid  to  discharge  and  satisfy  certain  debts  due 
from  France  to  American  citizens.  The  French  minister 
agreed  to  this  reservation,  but  when  it  was  reported  to  the 
First  Consul  he  was  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  was 
so  far  from  being  willing  to  give  this  money  to  his  American 
creditors  in  the  noble  and  generous  manner  now  claimed  for 
him,  that  he  required  it  should  be  paid  into  his  treasjirii. — 
He  was  induced  to  give  it  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  his 
minister,  on  being  informed  that  it  was  an  indispensable  con- 
dition on  the  part  of  the  American  Commissioners ;  and, 
further,  on  being  reminded  that  he  would  now  receive  ten 
millions  more  than  he  was  willing  to  take.  This  treaty  being 
ratified,  the  claims  alluded  to,  of  our  citizens  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  were  assumed  by  our  Government,  which 
was  the  Trustee  for  them  to  disburse  the  money  to  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  The  treaty  was  thus 
ratified  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  The  claims  provided  for 
by  it  were  not  for  spoliations  or  demands  generally,  but  for 
specific  "  debts  due  by  France  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  They  were  particularly  designated  and  described. 
It  is  expressly  declared  that  "  the  debts  provided  for,  are 
those  ivhose  result  is  comprised  in  the  conjectural  note  oti- 
nexed  to  the  Convention."  Even  of  these  debts,  claims 
which  fell  within  certain  specified  exceptions  were  not  ad- 
mitted. We  sec,  therefore,  that  this  money  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  certain  specified  claims  or  debts  due 
from  France,  and  not  to  be  distributed  generally  to  all  who 
had  suffered  by  French  spoliations  and  unlawful  captures. 
JVow  let  it  be  remarked:  This  Convention  was  made  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  on  the  10th  day  of  November 
following,  three  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  an  act 
of  Congress  was  passed,  directing  the  sum  of  three  millions 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  appropriated 
"  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Government  of  France,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  has  been  assumed  bv  virtue  of  a  Convention 
made  the  .30th  of  April,  1803."  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  pay,  "in  conformity  with  the  Conven- 
tion aforesaid,  the  amount  of  such  claims  above  mentioned, 
as,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Convention,  shall  be 
awarded  to  the  respective  claimants,  which  payments  shall 
be  made  on  the  orders  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  for  the  time  being,  to  the  French  Republic,  in 
conformity  with  the  Convention  aforesaid."  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  amounts  due  to  the  several  claimants  were 


to  be  settled  in  France,  where  the  list  alluded  to,  with  the 
documents  and  proofs,  were  lodged,  and  the  amounts  award- 
ed were  to  be  paid  to  the  respective  claimants  on  the  order 
of  our  Minister  in  France  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  ^nd  so  they  -were  paid.  Was  there  ever  an  obli- 
gation or  engagement  met  more  promptly  or  more  honora- 
bly. This  is  the  money  of  which  your  correspondent  avers 
"  none  has  yet  been  paid,"  and  says,  further,  that  in  relation 
to  the  agreement  made  by  the  L'nited  States  with  France 
there  "  has  been  and  still  continues  a  negligence  of  purpose 
or  a  determination  of  injustice,"  and  "  a  contempt  of  a  sa- 
cred obligation."  This  writer,  who  has  not  taken  the  trou- 
ble to  look  at  the  official  documents  which  would  have  fur- 
nished him  with  correct  information,  has  probably  plunged 
into  these  errors  by  confounding  the  claims  for  French  spo- 
liations on  the  American  commerce  now  depending  before 
Congress  with  the  claims  or  debts  provided  for  bv  the  Lou- 
isiana treaty.  They  are  altogether  different  as  to  the  treaty 
on  which  they  are  founded  and  the  principles  by  which  they 
are  mnintained.  Even  as  to  these  claims  his  representations 
are  altogether  mistaken.  They  may  be  explained  in  a  few 
words.  By  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  with  France, 
made  in  1778,  the  United  States  guarantied  to  France  for 
ever  "  the  present  possessions  of  the  crown  of  France  in 
America,  as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future 
treaty  of  peace,"  This  most  onerous  and  dangerous  respon- 
sibility was  assumed  in  our  revolutionary  struggle,  and  in 
the  fervor  of  our  gratitude  for  the  assistance  of  France.  The 
(/ommissioncrs  who  negotiated  our  Convention  with  France 
in  1830  were  not  able  to  agree  (see  the  second  article)  re- 
specting the  treaty  of  1778,  nor  upon  the  indemnities  mu- 
tually due  or  claimed.  These  subjects  were  therefore  left  for 
future  negotiation.  The  American  Government  agreed  to 
ratify  the  convention,  provided  that  the  second  article  were 
expunged,  as  they  did  not  like,  even  by  implication,  to  re- 
cognise the  obligations  of  the  treaty  of  1778.  France  agreed 
to  expunge  this  article  provided  that  the  two  States  should 
renounce  the  respective  pretensions  which  were  the  object 
of  the  said  article.  So  it  was  settled,  and  the  effect  was  to 
release  us  from  our  guarantee  of  the  French  possessions,  and 
to  release  France  from  the  claims  of  citizens  on  account  of 
spoliations  on  our  commerce.  It  must  be  observed,  thnt  there 
was  no  asstunption  by  the  United  States  of  these  claims,  or 
any  promise  or  eno^agement  to  satisfy  her  citizens,  or  to 
stand  in  the  place  of  France  for  the  indemnities  they  were 
entitled  to,  much  less  have  the  United  States  receive  this 
money  from  France  and  retain  it  from  their  citizens  for 
whom  it  was  paid.  That  our  government  had  a  right  to 
make  such  treaty,  such  a  surrender  of  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens, without  taking  them  upon  itself,  is  perfectly  clear.— 
These  claimants  cannot  be  considered  as  creditors  of  the 
United  States,  nor  their  claims  as  debts  or  pecuidary  en- 
gagements due  to  them  by  the  United  States.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  breach  of  promise,  no  violation  of  the  national 
faith,  in  the  delay,  for  I  trust  it  will  be  more,  to  satisfy  them. 
The  resort  which  these  citizens  had  upon  France  for  inden> 
nity  for  their  losses  was  ceded  to  France,  and  the  United 
States  received  in  return  a  release  from  an  obligation  of  ten 
times  the  value  of  all  the  claims.  They  have  purchased  this 
release  with  the  property  of  their  citizens.  It  is  undeniable, 
then,  that  they  have  a  fair,  honest  and  equitable  claim  upon 
their  government  to  make  good  to  them  the  rights  they  have 
thus  been  deprived  of.  That  they  will  receive  this  compen- 
sation I  cannot  doubt.  An  act  has  twice  passed  the  Senate 
making  provision  for  it.  It  is  not,  however,  the  case  of  an 
acknowledged  debt,  or  an  absolute  promise  or  engagement 
to  pay,  as  was  the  case  with  the  Louisiana  Convention,  and 
it  is  as  to  that  I  am  contending  with  your  correspondent 

In  your  next  paper  I  shall,  with  your  permission,  take  up 
the  case  of  our  "  British  Debts  " — as  to  which  our  national 
faith  has  been  most  unjustly  assailed  in  the  other  paper  I 
have  alluded  to.  J,  H. 


A  Bill  has  passed  Congress,  and  become  a  lavf,  prohibit- 
ing an  investment  of  Government  funds  in  the  stocks  of  any 

Stale, 
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[Septkmbkh, 


EX  POSITS    OF    t;OTTO]¥, 
From  the  Port  of  J\''ew  Orleans,  for  the  last  ten  years — commencing  \st  September,  and  ending  3lst  AitQust. 


WHITHER 
EXPORTED. 

BALES  OF  COTTON. 

I-H 

1 
O 

00 

o 

'^ 

1 

C3 
CO 
00 
I— ( 

05 
CO 

1 

00 
CO 
00 

00 

CO 

fl 

CO 
00 

466,886 

123 

16,147 

48 

110,384 
4,407 
7,129 
6,383 

"932 

636 
1,598 
3,149 

343 
5,523 
2,559 
5,910 

902 
39,384 
39,853 
1,607 
8,224 
6,341 
4,819 
5,026 

CO 

1 
to 

CO 

00 

CO 
CO 

1 
in 

CO 

00 

iC 
CO 

1 

CO 
00 

t— 1 

CO 

1 

CO 
CO 

00 

I-H 

m 

CO 

1 

(M 

CO 
00 

I-H 

• 

CO 

I-H 

CO 
00 

396,010 

304 

20,415 

9,188 

4,393 

157,277 

2,807 

21,933 

1,834 

80 

459,943 

113 

26,603 

13,560 

4,549 

206,311 

6,581 

21,989 

5,609 

3,688 

709 

1,084 

7,377 

6,846 

2,994 

1,508 

30,594 

25,652 

1,044 

46,354 

54,042 

1,811 

6,195 

3,045 

5,099 

6,020 

297,793 

6 

7,390 

2,459 

2,139 

110,978 
1 ,348 
6,371 
2,070 

49 

'"47 

310 

947 

1,225 

3,380 

4,820 

113 

62,175 

49,497 

3,701 

6,371 

.3,450 

5,369 

7,171 

329,436 

41 

17,077 

2,966 

1,180 

113,155 

6,100 

9,110 

4,4!  2 

753 

202 

"123 

2,782 

2,538 

553 

3,490 

1,807 

7,875 

233 

23,622 

39,244 

1,177 

6,483 

2,785 

8,044 

3,7S1 

227,530 

281 

7,991 

1,287 

106,126 

4,137 

16,205 

6,672 

2,130 

3,039 
5,348 
4,330 
1,025 
1,323 
521 

10,239 
2,117 

29,019 

35,982 
3,211 
6,767 
1,12s 

11,989 
2,098 

245,221 

45 

12,601 

156 

1,220 

126,505 

2,295 

8,055 

5,017 

238 

805 
J, 122 
1,863 

552 
1,316 

5,588 

52,678 
42,928 
5,431 
7,918 
989 
8,707 
5,741 

536,991 

271,821 

244 

13,950 

1,160 

702 

89,311 

2,650 

6,808 

3,841 

"754 
359 

2,088 
153 

5,059 
195 

1,384 

922 
14,708 
26,312 
2,849 
3,368 
1,701 
8,209 
2,478 

218,974 

336 

8,096 

676 

72,342 
l,5t)7 
5,203 
2,612 

•  •  •  • 

50 

926 

']*,391 

1,186 

1,615 

75 

31,749 
28,625 
13,651 
8,411 
4,784 
4,760 
3,465 

194,580 

6,272 
3,771 

65.259 
1,770 
9,486 
2,820 

370 

392 

70 

1,026 

370 
1,655 

695 
4,562 

1,825 

24,405 
25,201 
4,611 
3,.548 
1,573' 
3,343 
520 

Glasgow  and  Greenock 

Cowes,  Falmouth,  <&c 

Cork    Belfast  &c 

Hsvrc  •• •••••-•. 

T^nrdpfiiiT •• 

Nanlz - 

Rotterdam  and  Ghent 

TJrpmpn ...>..  ..•.-., 

1,706 

2,264 

2,983 

2,793 

561 

19,002 

16,801 

90 

55,930 

81,626 

3,132 

5,721 

4,832 

9,025 

581 

Wpst  Indies. 

frpnon    'Friesto.  Sac,  .......... . 

Othor  forpi*Tn  norts  ............ 

Philadelohia 

Raltimorc , 

Portsmouth  *,,,-,*  ^  „ 

Other  coastwise  ports 

Total 

821,288 

949,320 

579,179 

738,313 

588,969 

490,495 

461,026 

410,524 

358,104 

RECAPITULATION. 


Great  Britain '430,310 


France 

North  of  Europe 
South  of  Europe 
Coastwise 


Total 


183,931 

9,836 

36,364 

160,847 


210,490  120,767  128,303 


504,768  309,787  483,204  350,700  237,0891259,243 


23,742 

57,754. 

122,566 


1,466      7,560 

9,425,    13,992 

137,7341105,254 


133,550  133,140 


6,431 
13,172 
85,130 


17,989 
12,083 
90,194 


821,288  949,320  579,179J738,313  588,969  490,495  536,991  461,026  410,524  3-58,104 


141,872 
4,580 
6,904 

124,392 


287,877 

102,610 

9,530 

1,384 

59,625 


228,082 

81,754 

3,553 

1,690 

95,445 


204,623 

79,685 

4,208 

6,387 

03,201 


Comjiarative  ^r 
ten  years — 

Years. 
1840  41 
183'.)-40 
1838  39 
1837-38 
18.36  37 
1835  76 
1834  35 
1833.34 
1832-33 
1831-32 


ivals,  E.Tports,  and  Stocks  of 
September,  to 


commencing  \st 

Arrivals. 
Bales. 

822,870 
954,445 
578,514 
742,720 
605,813 
495,442 
.5.30,172 
467,984 
403,833 
345,640 


Exports, 
Bales. 

821,288 
949,320 
579,179 
738,313 
588,969 
490,495 
536,99 1 
401,026 
410,524 
358,104 


Cotton,  for 
date. 

Stocks. 

Bales. 

14,490 

17,867 

10,308 

9,570 

20,078 

4,586 

3,649 

4,082 

816 

9,778 


Exported  since  28th  ultimo 2,49  7 

Exported  previously 818,791 

Total  exports  for  12  months 821,288 

Deduct — Sent  Coastwise  without 

clearance 2,500 

Burned 859 

Loss  in  rc-picking  damaged  Cotton,  &c.. .      1,600 

836,247 


STATEMENT  OF  COTTON. 

Stock  on  hand  1st  September,  1840 Bales     17,867 

Arrived  since  28  ultimo 1,803 

Arrived  previously 821,067 

Total  receipts  for  12  mos.,endin!3'  31st  ull. 822,870 


810,737 


Stock  on  hand  Sept.  1,  IStl,  including"^ 

all  on  shipboard  not  cleared  on  the  31st  >  Bales     14,493 
ultimo, J 

[Levy's  Price  Current. 
For  exports  for  years  1829  and  1830  see  vol.  I.  p  2ri. 


Assize  of  Bread  in  Charleston. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  gives  notice,  that  from  Monday 
6th  Sept.,  to  Monday  loth  Sept.  inclusive,  the  average  price 
of  superfine  flour  being  $7  50  per  barrel,  of  196  pounds  nett 
weight,  the  loaves  must  weigh  as  follows :  White  bread — 
20  cent  loaf,  4  lbs.  2  oz. ;  10  do.  do.,  2  lbs.  1  oz. ;  5  do.  do.> 
1  lb.  i  oz.;  2 A  do.  do.,  8i  oz. 


1841.] 
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EXPORTS    OF    TOBACCO, 

From  the  Port  of  Jfe-^v  Orleans,  for  the  last  ten  years — commencing'  \st  September,  and  encUiiff  olst  Jluiriist, 


WHITHER 
EXPORTED, 


Liverpool 

London 

Glasgow  and  Greenock . 
Cowes,  Falmouth,  &c.. 

Cork,  Belfast,  &c 

Havre 

Bordeaux 

Marseilles 

Nantz 

Cette  and  Rouen 

Amsterdam 

Rotterdam  and  Ghent. . . 

Bremen 

Antwerp,  &c 

Hamburg 

Gottenburg 

Spain  and  Gibraltar  . . . . 

West  Indies 

Genoa,  Trieste,  &c 

Other  foreign  ports 

New  York 

Boston 

Providence,  R.  I 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore , 

Portsmouth  ........  c .. . 

Other  coastwise  ports. . . 


HHDS.  OF  TOBACCO. 


Total 


I 
o 

00 


5,2.52 
8,732 

6,681 


4,224 

814 

1,774 


4,012 
1,219 
1,064 
1,559 
4,142 
1,020 
2 
667 
7,466 
3,109 

2,120 
517 


287 


o 
I 

CO 

00 


3,827 
4,320 


3,655 
1,107 
1,844 


2,464 
1,090 
1,465 

745 

3,843 

1,013 

44 

313 
8,132 
2,888 

1,963 
219 

482 


05 

n 
I 

CO 

CO 

GO 


4,115 
3,725 

...I    37 
992    871 


1,455 


315 


224 


1,366 


939 

3,400 

618 

598 

315 

8,174 

2,888 

1,291 
296 

225 


54,667 


00 

w 

CO 
00 


2,695 
3,579 

3,695 

2,858 

504 

1,516 


1,500 

206 

576 

1,542 

725 

563 

186 

9,758 

2,616 

1,649 
770 

617 


I 

CO 
CO 
03 


1,913 
1,989 

6,556 

2,447 
320 
699 
312 

1,254 

3,736 

713 

674 

342 

1,628 

1,317 

612 

4,838 
3,520 

1,494 
541 

916 


CD 

CO 

I 

lO 

CO 

CO 


40,436  '30,852  35,-555  35,821 


3,033 
6,267 

5,126 

384 

654 

38 

61 

674 
299 
871 

1,011 
852 

1,545 
414 
786 
394 
274 

9,544 

2,795 

2,043 

878 

3,691 


o 

CO 

I 

CO 

CO 


2,006 
2,953 

975 

333 

10 

1,107 

10 


2,966 

704 

1,173 

902 

859 

188 

10,639 

4,847 

1 

3,002 

410 

684 


fO 

I 

CO 

CO 
03 


41,634  33,801 


1,913 
1,348 

4,851 

168 

138 


2,083 

909 

942 

528 

745 

530 

174 

87 

4,674 

2,557 

1,166 
19 

2,372 


CO 
CO 

I 
e^ 

CO 
00 


1,189 
1,422 

2,264 

20 
CO 

5 

187 

1,884 

492 

448 

876 

323 

103 

19 

2 

6,967 

3,081 

•  •  e  ! 

1,619 
217 

2,459 


CO 


CO 
00 


25,210 


23,637 


1,594 
346 

7,005 

560 
20 


889 
426 

3,265 
398 

1,312 
757 
920 
364 
101 
3 

9,002 

3,154 
1 

2,757 
023 

1,559 


35,056 


RECAPITULATION. 


Great  Britain. . . . 

France 

North  of  Europe 
South  of  Europe 
Coastwise 


Total 54,667 


20,665 

9,139 

8,748 

9,969 

10,458 

1 4,426 

5,934 

8,112 

4,875 

8,945 

6,812 

6,606 

1,770 

4,878 

3,778 

1,137 

1,460 

306 

85 

580 

8,040 

6,005 

2,654 

2,438 

6,760 

5,526 

4,943 

4,462 

3,887 

7,047 

5,645 

5,002 

4,806 

2,860 

3,516 

1 ,594 

1,881 

1,542 

447 

1,388 

13,505 

13,684 

12,874 

15,410 

11,309 
3.5,821 

18,951 

19,.583 

10,788 

14,343 

17,096 

54,667 

40,436 

30,852 

35,555 

41,634 

33,801 

2.5,210 

23,637 

35,056 

Comparative  Arrivals,  Exports,  and  Stocks  of  Tobacco, 
for  ten  years — commenci7ig  \st  September,  to  date. 

Arrivals. 

Years.  Hhds. 

1840-41  53,170 

1839-40  43,827 

1838-39  28,153 

1837-38  37,588 

1836  37  28,.501 

183.5-36  50,555 

1834-35  35,059 

1833-34  2.5,871 

1832-33  20,627 

1831-32  31,174 

STATEMENT  OF  TOBACCO. 

Stock  on  hand  1st  September,  1840 Hhds. 

Arrived  since  28  ultimo 14, 

Arrived  previously 5.3,156 

Total  receipts  for  12  mos.,  ending  31st  ult. 

Vol.  v.— 24 


Exports. 

Stocks 

Hhds. 

Hhds. 

54,667 

2,758 

40,436 

4,409 

30,852 

1,294 

35,555 

3,834 

35,821 

3,857 

41,634 

10,456 

3.3,801 

1,821 

25,210 

717 

23,637 

1,203 

35,056 

4,646 

4,409 


53,170 
57,579 


Exported  since  28th  ultimo 43 

Exported  previously 54,624 


Total  exports  for  12  mos.  ending  31st  ult.  .54,667 
Burned 154 


54,821; 


Stock  on  hand  Sept.  1,  1841,  including"^ 

all  on  shipboard  not  cleared  on  the  oOth  C  Hhds.       2,758 
ultimo, 3 

[Levy's  Price  Currenf, 

For  tables  of  the  Tobacco  Trade  of  the  United  States, 
from  1821  to  1840,  in  detaif,  see  Vol.  IV.  pages  33 1  to  Zoo, 


IVilliams'  College* 

The  triennial  catalogue  of  this  Institution,  just  publish- 
ed, shows  a  total  of  1,371  alumni,  of  whom  1,146,  are  still 
living.  Of  the  vpbole  number,  318  are  clergymen;  and  of 
these,  62  have  deceased.  The  first  class  graduated  in  1795. 
The  class  which  graduated  the  present  year,  comprised  32 
members  :  being  one  of  the  largest  that  ever  left  the  lastl- 
tution. 
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A  Nev/  Steering  Wliecl. 

Mr.  Robinson,  of  the  firm  of  G.  W.  Robinson  &  Co.,  No. 
4  Richmonil  street,  has  invented  a  new  and  ingenious  ap- 
paratus for  steerin^T  ships,  which  is  well  deserving  the  atten- 
tion of  persons  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  improvement  of 
aught  connected  with  our  mercantile  marine.  The  principle 
on  which  this  improvement  is  founded,  has  never,  to  our 
knowledge,  been  applied  to  this  object,  although  many  inge- 
nious plans  for  steering  ships  have  been  devised.  The  ap- 
paratus consists  merely  in  a  shaft  with  a  riglu  and  left  hand 
screw,  with  a  double  rack,  and  a  cog-wheel  in  the  rudder- 
head.  The  power  v.-hic  h  is  obtained  on  this  way  is  very 
great,  and  acts  on  both  sides  of  the  rudder — while  one  side 
is  piiUincr,  the  other  is  pimhinj,  but  both  actions  are  calcu- 
lated to  effect  the  same  object  — altering  the  position  of  the 
rudder.  The  apparatus  is  affixed  to  a  frame  firmly  fixed  t& 
the  deck,  and  extending  forward  of  the  centre  of  the  rudder- 
head,  less  than  four  feet,  and  abaft  two  or  three  feet.  The 
steering  wheel  is  attached  to  the  forward  end  of  the  shaft, 
and  the  whole  surface  of  the  deck  occupied  by  the  api»aratus, 
is  only  about  seven  feet  in  length  and  a  couple  of  feet  broa(J. 
Of  course  no  rope  or  gearing  of  any  kind  is  used. 

From  an  examination  of  the  model  of  this  apparatus, 
which  may  be  seen  at  Mr.  Robinson's  establishment,  we  are 
induced  to  think  that  this  invention  is  a  valuable  one,  and 
is  admirably  well  adapted  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended, 

Mr.  Robinson  is  now  engaged  in  constructing  on  this 
principle,  the  steering  apparatus  for  a  ship  building  at  Med- 
ford— and  we  understand,  expects  to  get  it  into  readiness  for 
exhibition  at  the  approaching  Mechanics'  Fair.  The  iron 
shaft  to  which  the  screw  is  attached,  may  be  of  any  specified 
length,  twenty  cr  thirty  feet  if  desirable,  or  even  longer — an 
advantage  of  great  importance  to  steamboats,  as  fire  cannot 
destroy  the  steering  apparatus — Boston  JanrnaL 


Dividing-  tlio  Surplus  In  New  IIan»ps1\irc» 

In  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  the  inhabitants  voted  to  divide  that 
portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  which  fell  to  that  town,  per 
capita — the  sum  due  to  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
place,  being  between  two  and  three  dollars.  That  vote  is 
now  in  the  course  of  execution.  An  Agent  has  been  ap- 
pointed and  has  received  the  money  for  distribution ;  but 
about  200  suits  have  been  commenced  against  him  as  the 
trustee  of  individuals  owing  small  sums,  and  he  is  placed  in 
rather  an  embarrassing  situation. 

In  Gilford,  (the  Exeter  News-Letter  states,)  the  surplus, 
or  a  part  of  it,  having  been  expended,  the  Selectmen  decline 
to  borrow,  as  instructed  to  do  by  the  vote  of  the  town,  so 
much  money  as  shall  make  good  the  deficiency — having  some 
not  very  unreasonable  doubts  of  their  legal  right  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 


Tlio  Clianncl  of  tlie  Kiver  Scliuylkill  'Deepening* 
TSie  Coal  Trade. 

It  is  not  generall}'  known  that  for  two  or  three  years  past, 
the  entrance  and  channel  of  the  river  Schuylkill,  has  been 
gradually  deepening.  The  tow-boats  take  vessels  over  the 
bar  at  ordinary  tides,  drawing  13  feet  water.  Three  years 
ago,  there  was  a  ditliculty  at  ordinary  tides,  in  carrying  over 
those  drawing  11  feet  water.  Constant  towing  of  vessds  in 
and  out  in  the  same  channel,  it  appears,  has  caused  it  to 
deepen.  This  is  an  important  matter  for  the  coal  trade. — 
The  average  tonnage  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade  three 
years  ago,  was  about  100  tons;  the  average  tonnage  this 
year  of  vessels  going  beyond  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  is 
about  150  tons,  A  number  of  vessels  carrying  300  tons 
have  been  loaded  and  towed  over  with  safety.  On  Wed- 
nesday, the  brig  Canton  was  loaded  with  333  tons  of  coal. 
Freights  have  advanced — vessels  are  scarce,  and  will  no 
doubt  continue  in  demand  throughout  the  season  for  ship- 
ping. The  business  on  the  Schuylkill  this  season,  is  unpre- 
cedented in  amount.  The  Schuylkill  Steam  Tow-Boat  Com- 
pany's boats,  A.  and  B.,  tow  vessels  up  and  down,  taking 
them  over  the  bar  into  the  Delaware,  at  four  cents  per  ton. 

[JValional  Gazette. 
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lietters  of  I5esigMatioM» 

The  following  Letters  of  the  Secretnry  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  Attorney  General,  resigning  their  respective  trusts, 
have  been  placed  in  our  hands  for  puhiication. — j\ut.  Intel. 

Washingtqv,      ■> 
September  11,  1S41.3 

Sir: — Circumstances  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  your 
Administration,  and  chiefly  in  the  exercise  by  you  of  the 
veto  power,  which  constrain  me  to  believe  that  my  longer 
continuance  in  office  as  a  member  of  your  Cabinet  will  be 
neither  agreeable  to  you,  useful  to  the  country,  nor  honora- 
ble to  myself. 

Ho  me  the  justice,  Mr.  President,  to  believe  that  this  con- 
clusion has  been  adopted  neither  capriciously,  nor  in  any 
spirit  of  party  feeling  or  personal  hostility,  but  from  a  -lense 
of  ditty,  which,  mistaken  though  it  may  be,  is  yet  so  sincerely 
entertained,  that  I  cheerfully  sacrifice  to  it  the  advantages 
and  distinctions  of  my  office. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept  this  as  my  resignation  of 
die  office  of  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

J.  J.  CRITTENDEN. 
The  President. 

Theasurt  Dkpartmf.nt, ^ 
September  11,  1841.      3 

Sir — After  the  most  calm  and  careful  consideration,  and 
viewing  the  subject  in  all  the  aspects  in  which  it  presents 
itself  to  my  mind,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  ought 
no  longer  to  remain  a  member  of  your  Cabinet.  I  therefore 
resign  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  beg  you 
to  accept  this  as  my  letter  of  resignation. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  I  distinctly  declare  that  I  do 
not  consider  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  charter  of  a 
National  Bank  a  sufficient  reason  for  dissolving  the  ties 
which  have  existed  between  us.  Though  I  look  upon  that 
measure  as  one  of  vast  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  and  though  I  should  have  deeply  deplored  your  in- 
ability or  unwillingness  to  accord  it  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people  and  the  States,  so  unequivocally  expressed  through 
their  Representatives,  still  upon  this,  and  this  alone,  uncon- 
nected with  other  controlling  circumstances,  I  'should  not 
have  felt  bound  to  resign  the  place  which  I  hold  in  your  j 
Administration.  But  those  controlling  circumstances  do 
exist,  and  I  will,  in  ray  own  justification,  place  them  in  con- 
nexion before  you.  j 

It  is  but  just  to  say,  that  the  bill  which  first  passed  the 
two  houses  of  Congress,  and  which  was  returned  with  your 
objections  on  the  16th  of  August,  did  never,  in  its  progress, 
as  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  receive  at  any  time  either  your 
express  or  implied  assent.  So  far  as  that  bill  was  known  to 
me,  or  as  I  was  consulted  upon  it,  I  endeavored  to  bring  its 
provisions  as  nearly  as  possible  in  accordance  with  what  I 
understood  to  be  your  views,  and  rather  hoped  than  expected 
your  approval.  I  knew  the  extent  to  which  you  were  com- 
mitted on  the  question.  I  knew  the  pertinacity  with  which 
you  adhered  to  your  expressed  opinions,  and  I  dreaded  from 
the  first  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  when  the  project 
of  compromise  which  I  presented  at  an  early  day  was  re- 
jected. 

It  is  equally  a  matter  of  justice  to  you  and  to  myself  to 
say  that  the  bill  which  I  reported  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  in  obedience  to 
their  call,  was  modified  so  as  to  meet  your  approbation.  You 
may  not,  it  is  true,  have  read  the  bill  throughout,  and  ex- 
amined every  part  of  it;  but  the  16th  fundamental  arficle, 
which  became  the  contested  question  of  principle,  was  freely 
discussed  between  us,  and  it  was  understood  and  unequivo- 
cally sanctioned  by  yourself.  The  last  clause  in  the  bill, 
also,  which  contained  a  reservation  of  power  in  Congress, 
was  inserted  on  the  9th  of  June,  in  your  presence,  and  with 
your  approbation ;  though  you  at  one  time  told  me  that,  in 
giving  your  sanction  to  the  bill,  you  would  accompany  it 
with  an  explanation  of  your  understanding  of  that  first 
clause. 


In  this  condition  of  things,  though  I  greatly  regretted 
your  veto  on  the  bill  as  it  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  though  I  foresaw  the  excitement  and  agitation 
which  it  would  produce  among  the  people,  yet,  considering 
the  changes  which  the  bill  had  undergone  in  its  passage,  and 
its  variance  from  the  one  you  had  agreed  to  sanction,  I  could 
not  find  in  that  act  enough  to  disturb  the  confidential  rela- 
tions which  existed  between  us.  I  was  disposed  to  attribute 
this  act,  fraught  with  mischief  as  it  was,  to  pure  and  honora- 
ble motives,  and  to  a  conscientious  conviction  on  your  part 
that  the  bill,  in  some  of  its  provisions,  conflicted  with  the 
Constitution.  But  that  opinion  of  your  course  on  the  bill 
which  has  just  been  returned  to  Congress  with  your  second 
veto,  I  do  not  and  cannot  entertain.  Recur  to  what  has 
passed  between  us  with  respect  to  it,  and  you  will  at  once 
perceive  that  such  opinion  is  imf)Ossible. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  August,  I  called  at  your 
chamber,  and  found  you  preparing  the  first  veto  message,  to 
be  despatched  to  the  Senate.  The  Secretary  of  War  cams 
in  also,  and  you  read  a  portion  of  the  message  to  us.  He 
observed  that,  though  the  veto  would  create  a  great  sensation 
in  Congress,  yet  he  thought  the  minds  of  our  friends  better 
prepared  for  it  than  they  were  some  days  ago,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  calmly  received,  especially  as  it  did  not  shut  out 
all  hope  of  a  bank.  To  this  you  replied,  that  you  really 
thought  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  about  it;  that  you 
had  sufficiently  indicated  in  your  veto  message  what  kind  of 
a  bank  you  would  approve,  and  that  Congress  might,  if  they 
saw  fit,  pass  such  a  one  in  three  days. 

The  18th  being  the  day  for  our  regular  Cabinet  meeting, 
we  asseml)led  all  except  Messrs.  Crittenden  and  Granger, 
and  you  told  us  that  you  had  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Messrs.  Berrien  and  Sergeant,  who  professed  to  come  in  be- 
half of  the  Whigs  of  the  two  Houses  to  endeavor  to  strike 
out  some  measure  which  would  be  generally  acceptable. 
That  you  had  your  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  conversing 
with  them  yourself,  and  thought  it  more  proper  that  you 
should  commune  with  them  through  your  constitutional  ad- 
visers. You  expressed  a  wish  that  the  whole  subject  should 
be  postponed  till  the  next  session  of  Congress.  You  spoke 
of  the  delay  in  the  Senate  of  the  consideration  of  your  veto 
message,  and  expressed  anxiety  as  to  the  tone  and  temper 
which  the  debate  would  assume. 

Mr.  Badger  said  that  on  inquiry  he  was  happy  to  find 
that  the  best  temper  prevailed  in  the  two  Houses.  He  be- 
lieved they  were  perfectly  ready  to  take  up  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  pass  it  at  once.  You 
replied, 'Talk  not  to  me  of  Mr.  E wing's  bill ;  it  contains  that 
odious  feature  of  local  discounts  which  I  have  repudiated  in 
my  message.'  I  then  said  to  you,  'I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that 
the  House,  having  ascertained  your  views,  will  pass  a  bill 
in  conformity  to  them,  provided  they  can  be  satisfied  that  it 
would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Treasury,  and  relieve  the 
country.'  You  then  said, '  Cannot  my  Cabinet  see  that  this 
is  brought  about  ]  You  must  stand  by  me  in  this  emergency. 
Cannot  you  see  that  a  bill  passes  Congress  such  as  I  can  ap- 
prove without  inconsistency  V  I  declared  again  my  belief 
that  such  a  bill  might  be  passed.  And  you  then  said  to  me, 
'  What  do  you  understand  to  be  my  opinions  '  State  them, 
so  that  I  may  see  that  there  is  no  misapprehension  about 
them.' 

I  then  said  that  I  understood  you  to  be  of  opinion  that 
Congress  might  charter  a  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
giving  it  its  location  here.  To  this  you  assented.  That  they 
might  authorize  such  bank  to  establish  offices  of  discuunt 
and  deposit  in  the  several  States,  with  the  assent  of  the 
States.  To  this  you  replied,  '  Dont  name  discounts  :  they 
have  been  the  source  of  the  most  abominable  corruptions, 
and  are  wholly  unnecessary  to  enable  the  bank  to  discharge 
its  duties  to  the  country  and  the  Government.' 

I  observed  in  reply  that  I  was  proposing  nothing,  but 
simply  endeavoring  to  state  what  I  had  understood  to  be 
your  opinion  as  to  the  powers  which  Congress  might  con- 
stitutionally confer  on  a  bank  ;  that  on  thut  point  I  stood  cor- 
rected. I  then  proceeded  to  say  that  I  understood  you  to  be 
of  opinion  that  Congress  might  authorize  such  bank  to  es- 
tablish agencies  in  the  several  States,  with  power  to  deal  in 
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bills  of  exchange,  without  the  assent  of  the  States,  to  which 
you  replied,  '  Yes,  il'thny  be  foreign  bills,  or  bills  Jravvn  in 
one  State  and  payable  in  another.  That  is  all  the  jiovver  ne- 
cessary for  transmitting  the  public  funds  and  regulating  ex- 
changes and  the  currency.' 

Mr.  Webster  then  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  his  opinion 
that  such  a  charter  would  answer  all  just  purposes  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  be  satisfactory  to  the  Peojile  ;  and  declared  his 
preference  for  it  over  any  which  had  been  proposed,  espe- 
cially as  it  dispensed  with  the  assent  of  the  Slates  to  the 
creation  of  an  institution  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  fiscal 
operations  of  Government.     He  examined  it  at  some  length, 
both  as  to  its  constitutionality  and  its  influence  on  the  cur- 
rency and  exchanges,  in  all  which  views  you  expreshcd  your 
concurrence,  desired  that  such  a  bill  should  be  introduced, 
and  especially  that  it  should  go  into  the  hands  of  some  of 
your  friends.    To  my  inquiry  whether  Mr.  Sergeant  would 
be  agreeable  to  you,  you  replied  thit  he  would.     You  espe- 
cially requested  Mr.   Webster  and  myself  to  communicate 
-with  Messrs.  Berrien  and  Sergeant  on  the  subject,  to  whom 
you  said  you  had  promised  to  address  a  note,  but  you  doubt- 
ed not  that  this  personal  communication  would  be  equally 
satisfactory.     You  desired  us  also  in  communicating  with 
those  gentlemen,  not  to  commit  you  personally,  lest,  this  be- 
ing recognised  as  your  measure,  it  might  be  made  a  subject 
of  comparison  to  your  prejudice  in  the  course  of  discussion. 
You  and  Mr.  Webster  then  conversed  about  the  particular 
wording  of  the    16th  fundamental  article,  containing  the 
grant  of  power  to  deal  in  exchanges,  and  of  the  connexion 
in  whii-h  that  grant  should  be  introduced  ;  j'ou  also  spoke  of 
the  name  of  the  institution,  desiring  that  tJiat  should  be 
changed.     To  this  I  objected,  as  it  would  probably  be  made 
a  subject  of  rilicule,  but  you  insisted  that  there  was  much 
in  a  name,  and  this  institution  ought  not  to  be  called  a  bank. 
Mr.  Webster  undertook  to  adapt  it  in  this  particular  to  your 
wishes.  Mr.  Bell  then  observed  to  Mr.  Webster  and  myself, 
that  we  had  no  time  to  lose  ;  that  if  this  were  not  immediate- 
ly attended  to,  another  bill,  less  acceptable,  might  be  got  up 
and  reported.    We  replied  that  we  would  lose  no  time.    Mr. 
Webster  accordingly  called  on   Messrs.   Berrien  and  Ser- 
geant immediately,  and  I  waited  on  them   by  his  appoint- 
ment at  5  o'clock  on  the  same  day,  and  agreed  upon  the 
principles  of  the  bill  in  accordance  with  your  expressed 
wishes.     And  I  am  apprised  of  the  fuct,  though  it  did  not 
occur  in  my  presence,  that  after  the  bill  was  drawn  up,  and 
before  it  was  reported,  it  was  seen  and  examined  by  your- 
self:  that  your  atterition  was  specially  called  to  the   16th 
fundamental  article:  that  on  full  examination  you  concurred 
in  its  [)rovisions :  that  at  the  same  time  its  name  was  so 
modified  as  to  meet  your  approbation  :  and  the  bill  was  re- 
ported and  passed,  in  all  essential  particulais,  as  it  was  when 
it  came  through  your  hands. 

You  asked  Mr.  Webster  and  myself  each  to  prepare  and 
present  you  an  argument  touching  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bill;    and  before  those  arguments  could  t)e  prepared  and 
read  by  you,  you  declared,  as  I  heard  and  believe,  to  gentle- 
men, members  of  the  House,  that  you  would  cut  off  your 
right  hand  rather  than  approve  it.     After  this  new  resolu- 
tion was  taken,  you  asked  and  earnestly  urged  the  members 
of  your  cabinet  to  postpone  the  bill ;  but  you  would  neither 
give  yourself,  nor  sullir  them  to  give,  any  assurance  of  your 
future  course,  in  case  of  such  [lostponement.  By  some  of  us, 
and  1  was  myself  one,  the  ellbrt  was  made  to  gratify  your 
wishes,  in  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be  done  with  pro- 
priety ;  that  is,  by  ol)taining  the  general  concurrence  of  the 
Whig  meinbcrB  of  the  two  Houses  in  the  ])Osli)onemctit. — 
It  failed,  as  I  have  reason  to  bcli(;vc,  because  you  would  give 
jio  assurance  that  the  di^lay  was  not  sought,  as  a  means  and 
occasion  for  hostile  movements.  During  this  season  of  deep 
feeling  and  earnest  exeition  upon  our  part,  while  wc  were 
zealously  devoting  our  talents  and  influence  to  serve  and  to 
sustain  you,  the  very  secrets  of  our  cabinet  councils  made 
their  appearance  in  an  infamous  paper  printed  in  a  neigh- 
boring city,  the  columns  of  which  were  daily  charged  with 
flattery  of  yourself  and  foul  abuse  of  your  Cabinet.  All  this 
I  bore  ;   for  I  felt  that  my  services,  so   long  as  they  could 
iivail,  were  due  to  the  nation — to  that  great  and  magnani- 


mous People  whose  suffrages  elevated  your  predecessor  to 
the  station  which  you  now  fill,  and  whose  united  voices  ap- 
proved his  act  when  he  summoned  us  around  him  to  be  his 
counsellors  ;  and  I  felt  that  what  was  due  to  his  memory,  to 
the  injunctions  which  he  left  us  in  his  last  dying  words,  and 
to  the  people,  whose  servants  we  are,  had  not  all  been  per- 
formed until  every  means  was  tried,  and  every  hope  had 
failed  of  carrying  out  the  true  principles  upon  which  the 
mighty  movement  was  founded  that  elovated  him  and  you 
to  power. 

This  bill,  framed  and  fashioned  according  to  your  own 
suggestions,  in  the  initiation  of  which  I  and  another  member 
of  your  Cabinet  were  made  by  you  the  agents  and  the  ne- 
gotiators, was  passed  by  large  majorities  through  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  sent  to  you,  and  you  rejected  it. — 
Important  as  was  the  part  which  I  had  taken,  at  your  re- 
quest, in  the  origination  of  this  bill,  and  deeply  as  I  was 
committed  for  your  action  upon  it,  you  never  consulted  me 
on  the  subject  of  the  veto  message.  You  did  not  even  refer 
to  it  in  conversation,  and  the  first  notice  I  had  of  its  con- 
tents was  derived  from  rumor. 

And  to  me,  at  least,  you  have  dune  nothing  to  wipe  away 
the  personal  indignity  arising  out  of  the  act.  I  gathered,  it 
is  true,  from  your  conversation,  shortly  after  the  bill  had  pass- 
ed the  House,  that  you  had  a  strong  purpose  to  reject  it ; 
but  nothing  was  said  like  softening  or  apology  to  me,  either 
in  reference  to  myself  or  to  those  with  whom  I  had  commu- 
nicated at  your  request,  and  who  had  acted  themselves  and 
induced  the  two  houses  to  act  upon  the  faith  of  that  com- 
munication. And,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Veto  Mes- 
sage attacks  in  an  especial  manner  the  very  provisions  which 
were  inserted  at  your  request ;  and  even  the  name  of  the  cor- 
poration, which  was  not  only  agreed  to  by  you,  but  especial- 
ly changed  to  meet  your  expressed  wishes,  is  made  the  sub- 
ject of  your  criticism.  Diflerent  men  might  view  this 
transaction  in  dillerent  points  of  light,  but,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, as  a  matter  of  personal  honor,  it  would  be  hard 
for  me  to  remain  of  your  counsel,  to  seal  my  lips  and  leave 
unexplained  and  undisclosed  where  lies,  in  this  transaction 
the  departure  from  straightforwardness  and  candor.  So  far 
indeed  from  admitting  the  encouragement  which  you  gave 
to  this  bill  in  its  inception,  and  explaining  and  excusing 
your  sudden  and  violent  hostilit}'  towards  it,  you  throw  into 
your  Veto  Message,  an  interrogatory  equivalent  to  an  asser- 
tion that  it  was  such  a  bill  as  you  had  already  declaircd 
could  not  receive  your  sanction.  Such  is  the  obvious  effect 
of  (he  first  interrogatory  clause  on  the  second  page.  It  has 
all  the  force  of  an  assertion  without  its  open  fairness.  I  have 
met  and  refuted  this,  the  necessary  inference  from  your  lan- 
guage, in  my  preceding  statement,  the  correctness  of  which 
you  I  am  sure  will  not  call  in  question. 

Your  veto  to  the  first  bill  you  rested  on  constitutional 
ground  and  the  high  convictions  of  conscience ;  and  no  man 
in  my  opinion,  had  a  right  to  question  your  sincerity.  I  so 
said,  and  I  so  acted,  for,  through  all  the  contest  and  collision 
that  arose  out  of  that  act,  you  had  my  adherence  and  support. 
But  how  is  it  with  respect  to  this  1  The  subject  of  a  bank 
is  not  new  to  you ;  it  is  more  than  twenty  years  that  you 
have  made  it  an  object  of  consideration  and  of  study,  especi- 
ally in  its  connexion  with  the  constitutional  powers,  of  the 
General  Government.  You,  therefore,  could  not  be,  and  you 
were  not,  taken  unprepaired  on  this  question.  The  bill 
which  I  reported  to  Congress,  with  your  approbation,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  had  the  clause  relating  to 
agencies,  and  the  power  to  deal  in  exchange,  as  strongly  de- 
vcloi)cd  as  the  one  you  have  now  rejected,  and  equally  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  States.  You  referred  specially  and 
with  approbation  to  that  clause,  many  days  after,  in  a  con- 
versation held  in  the  Department  of  State.  You  sanctioned 
it  in  this  particular  bill  as  detailed  above.  And  no  doubt 
was  thrown  out  on  the  subject  by  you,  in  my  hearing,  or 
within  my  knowledge,  until  the  letter  of  Mr.  Botts  came  to 
your  hands.  Soon  after  the  reading  of  that  letter,  you  threw 
out  strong  intimations  that  you  would  veto  the  bill  if  it  were 
not  postponed.  That  letter  I  did  and  do  most  unequivocally 
condemn,  but  it  did  not  afTect  the  constitutionality  of  the 
bill,  or  justify  you  in  rejecting  it  on  that  ground ;  it  could 
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aflect  only  the  expediency  of  your  action  ;  and  whatever  you 
may  now  believe  as  to  tlie  scruples  existing  in  your  mind, 
in  this  and  in  a  kindred  source  there  is  strong  ground  to 
believe  they  have  their  origin. 

If  I  be  right  in  this,  and  I  doubt  not  I  am,  here  is  a  great 
public  measure  demanded  by  the  country,  passed  upon  and 
approved  by  the  Keprescntatives  of  the  States  and  the  people, 
rejected  by  you  as  President,  on  grounds  having  no  origin 
in  conscience,  and  no  reference  to  the  public  good.  The  re- 
jection of  this  measure,  too,  continues  the  purse  with  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  from  which  we  strove 
to  wrest  it  in  the  contest  which  elevated  your  predecessor 
and  you  to  power.  I  cannot  concur  in  this  your  course  of 
policy.  In  or  out  of  office  my  opinions  remain  unchanged. 
I  cannot  abandon  the  principles  for  which,  during  all  my 
political  career,  I  have  strugi^led  ;  especially  I  cannot  be  one 
of  the  instruments  by  which  the  Executive  wields  these  com- 
bined, accumulated,  and  dangerous  powers. 

These,  sir,  are  the  reasons  for  the  important  step  which  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  take,  and  I  submit  them  as  its  justifi- 
cation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.    EWING. 

To  the  President. 

Washington,  Sf.rTEM3ER  13,  1841. 
To  Jlfessrs.  Gules  and  Seaton  : 

Gentlemen  :  Lest  any  misapprehension  should  exist,  as  to 
the  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  differ  from  the  course  pur- 
sued by  my  late  colleagues,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  remain  in 
my  place,  first,  because  I  have  seen  no  sufficient  reasons  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  Cabinet,  by  the  voluntary  act  of 
its  own  members. 

I  am  perfectly  persuaded  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  an 
institution,  under  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  aid  revenue 
and  financial  operations,  and  to  give  the  country  the  bless- 
ings of  a  good  currency  and  cheap  exchanges. 

Notwithstanding  what  has  passed,  I  have  confidence  that 
the  President  will  co-operate  with  the  Legislature  in  over- 
coming all  difficulties  in  the  attainment  of  these  objects;  and 
it  is  to  the  union  of  the  Whig  party — by  which  I  mean  the 
whole  party,  the  Whig  President,  the  Whig  Congress  and 
the  Whig  people — that  I  look  for  a  realization  of  our  wishes. 
I  can  look  no  where  else. 

In  the  second  place,  if  I  had  seen  reasons  to  resign 
my  ofiice,  I  should  not  have  done  so  without  giving  the  Pre- 
sident reasonable  notice,  and  aflbrding  him  time  to  select  the 
hands  to  which  he  should  confide  the  delicate  and  important 
affairs  now  pending  in  this  Department. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Webster. 

The  'Sew  Caljiiiet. 

The  following  appointments  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate : 

Walter  Forward.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

John  McLean,  Secretary  of  War. 

A.  P.  Upshur,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Charles  A.  WickliflTe,  of  Kentucky,  Postmaster  General. 

Hugh  S.  Legare,  Attorney  General. 


Appoiutnicnts  Ijy  the  President, 

By  arid  ivith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 

William  Hunter,  (now  Charge  d' Afiaires,)  to  be  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Edward  Everett,  to  be  Minister  to  Great  Britain. 

William  Boulware,  of  Virginia,  Charge  d'  Afiaires  to 
Naples. 

Secretaries  of  "Legation. 

John  Lathrop  Motley,  of  Massachusetts,  to  Russia. 
Hrantz  Mayer,  of  Maryland,  to  Mexico. 
Robert  W,  Walsh,  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Land  Officer. 

James  Wilson,   Surveyor  of  the   Public  Lands  for  the 
Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

James  D.  Doty,  Governor  of  Wisconsin. 
Major  S.  Churchill,  to  be  Inspector  General  of  the  Army, 
in  the  place  of  General  Wool,  promoted. 

Promotions  and  Ajjpoininients. 

By  and  -with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Promotions. 

Commanders  to  be  Captains,  from  Sept.  8,  1841. 

1  John  Percival, 

2  John  H.  Aulick, 

3  William  V.  Taylor, 

4  Bladen  Dulany, 

5  Silas  H.  Stringham, 

6  Isaac  Mayo, 


7  William  Mervine, 

8  Thomas  Crabb, 

9  Thomas  Paine, 

10  James  Armstrong, 

11  Joseph  Smoot, 

1 2  Samuel  I,.  Brecse, 


13  Benjamin  Page. 

Lieutenants  to  be  Commanders. 

Frederick  Varnum,  from  the  8th  March,  1841. 
From  September  8  1841. 


o 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


1  Joseph  R.  Jarvis, 

2  Thomas  W.  Freelon, 
Samuel  W.  Le  Compte, 
Charles  T.  Piatt, 
Wm.  M.  Armstrong, 
Wm.  F.  Shields, 
G.  P.  Pendergrast, 
Wm.  C.  Nicholson, 
James  B.  Cooper, 
E.  W.  Carpender, 

11  John  L.  Saunders, 

12  Joseph  B.  Hull, 

13  John  Stone  Paine, 

14  Joseph  Moorehead, 

15  Thomas  Petigru, 

16  John  S.  Chauncey, 

17  Irvine  Shubrick, 

18  John  Kelly, 

19  Edmund  Byrne, 

20  Edward  S.  Johnson, 

21  William  H.  Gardner, 

22  David  G.  Farragut, 

23  Stephen  B.  Wilson, 

24  Edward  C.  Rutledge, 

25  William  S.  Harris, 

26  Thomas  A.  Dornin, 

27  R.  B.  Cunningham, 

55  George 


28  James  Glynn, 

29  Joseph  Myers, 

30  William  C.  Wetmore, 

31  Thomas  R.  Gedney, 

32  John  Bubier, 

33  Victor  M.  Randolph, 

34  Jacob  Crowninshield, 

35  Frederick  Engle, 

36  Alex.  J.  Dallas, 

37  John  Rudd, 

38  Robert  Ritchie, 

39  William  W.  McKean, 

40  Franklin  Buchanan, 

41  Samuel  Mercer, 

42  Charles  Lowndes, 

43  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

44  George  N.  Hollins, 

45  D.  N.  Ingraham, 

46  John  Marston.jr. 

47  Henry  Bruce, 

48  William  D.  Newman, 

49  Henry  A.  Adams, 

50  Alex.  B.  Pinkham, 

51  James  D.  Knight, 

52  Joseph  Mattison, 

53  William  S.  Walker, 

54  Alex.  S.  Mackenzie, 
F.  Pearson, 


Passed  Midshipmen  to  be  Lieutenants. 

John  J.xAlmy,  March  18,  1841. 
Edward  C.  Bowers,  April  26,  1841. 
Nathaniel  G.  Bay,  May  1, 1841. 

From  September  8,  1811. 


1  Otway  H.  Berryman, 

2  Thomas  A.  Budd, 

3  Andrew  F.  V.  Gray, 

4  (Jeorge  J.  Wyche, 

5  Edmund  Jenkins, 

6  T.  A.  M.  Craven, 

7  Dominic  Lynch,  jr. 

8  Francis  B.  Renshaw, 

9  Horace  N.  Harrison, 

10  James  H.  North, 

1 1  Robert  B.  Pegram, 

12  Edward  C.  Ward, 

13  Richard  C.  Cogdell, 


28  George  T.  Sinclair, 

29  John  Mooney, 

30  Samuel  R.  Knox, 

31  Enoch  G.  Panott, 

32  John  Carroll, 

33  James  McCormick, 

34  Richard  S.  Trapier, 

35  Richard  Wainwright, 

36  George  M.  Totten, 
57  VVilliam  D.  Hurst, 

38  William  Ross  Gardner, 

39  William  B.  Renshaw, 

40  Carter  B.  Poindexter, 
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Froinotions  and  appointments,  Conti?iued. 


Edwin  J.  De  Haven, 
Charles  Thomas, 
Addison  R.  Taliaferro, 
Richard  L.  Tilghman, 
James  11.  Strong, 
J,  Madison  Frailey, 
Carlisle  P.  Patterson, 

21  Augustus  S.  Baldwin, 

22  Edmund  T.  Shubrick, 

23  Stephen  Dod, 

24  Wra.  B.  Whiting, 

25  Charles  Hunter, 

26  Benjamin  F.  Shattuck, 

27  Thomas  M.  Brasher, 


14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


Henry  T.  Wingate, 
Alonzo  B.  Davis, 
Richard  L.  Love, 
Wm.  Reynolds, 
Woodiiuil  S.  Schenck, 
James  L.  Parker, 

47  liewis  C.  Sartori, 

48  Wm.  A.  Jones, 
Edmund  Lanier, 
John  H.  Sherburne, 
Fabius  Stanly, 

52  Latham  B.  Avery, 

53  James  B.  Lewis, 

54  James  J.  Forbes. 


41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 


49 
50 
r-,1 


Passed  Assistant  Surgeons  to  be  Surgeons. 

Daniel  C.  McLcod,  July  23, 1841, 
Lewis"  Wolfley,  July  29,  1841. 

From  September  8,  1841. 

1  Lewis  W.  Minor,  5  Henry  S.  Rennolds, 

2  William  J.  Powell,  6  M.  G.  Dclaney, 

3  J.  Fred.  Sickels,  7  William  F.  McCIenahan, 

4  N,  C.  Barrabino,  8  William  L.  Van  Home, 

9  Daniel  S.  Green. 


appointments. 
To  be  Assistant  Surgeons,  September  S,  1 841. 

1  A.  A.  Henderson,  Pa.         4  R.  T.  Maxwell,  Del. 

2  John  Hastings,  Pa.  5  Ed.  McKinley.  Pa. 

3  C.  H.  Broughton,  Va,         6  A.  P.  J.  Garnet,  Va. 

7.  Hugh  Morson,  Va. 

To  be  Chaplains,  September  8,  1811. 

Mortimer  R.  Talbot,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Moses  B.  Chase,  of  New  Hampshire. 
Chester  Newell,  of  South  Carolina. 
Theodore  Bartow,  of  Georgia. 
Joseph  Stockbridge,  of  Maine. 
Samuel  T.  Gillet,  *  of  Indiana. 
William  McKenney,  of  Maryland. 

To  be  Pursers  from  the  13th  Sept.  1841. 

Andrew  D.  Crosby,  of  Louisiana, 
James  S.  Thatcher,  of  Maine, 
Lewis  Warrington,  jr.  of  District  of  Columbia, 
Frederick  Stevens,  of  South  Carolina, 
Robert  S.  Moore,  of  North  Carolina, 
George  H.  White,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Henry  M.  Heiskell,  of  Pennsylvania, 
William  A.  Christian,  of  Alabama, 
Littleton  Tazewell  Waller,  of  Virginia. 

Marine  Corps. 

Matthew  R.  Kintzing,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  a  Second 
Lieutenant,  from  September  8,  1841. 


*  Formerly  a  Ljeutenapt  in  tho  United  States  Navy. 

JVational  Intelligencer. 


Flour  of  Sniphiir. 

The  Dubuque  (Iowa)  Miners'  Express,  states  that  some 
miners  recently  sinking  a  shaft  near  that  place,  struck  a  large 
cave  seventy  or  eighty  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
■which  contained  large  quantities  of  "  Flour  of  Sulphur," 
similar  to  that  obtained  at  the  stores. 


Boat  'buiJtlirg  in.  Kocliester* 

A  person  needs  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
city  of  Rochester  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  immense 
amount  of  business  done  here.  Our  city  is  justly  celebrated 
for  its  large  and  numerous  tlour  mills,  and  for  the  immense 
quantity  of  flour  manufactured  here  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  There  are,  however,  other  branches  of  business  car- 
ried on  on  an  equally  large  scale,  of  which  comparatively 
little  is  known.  We  refer  to  the  manufacture  of  iron  ware 
and  boat  building.  It  is  of  the  latter  of  which  we  shall  speak 
particularly  to-day. 

There  are  in  this  city  in  all,  eight  yards  in  which  boat 
building  is  carried  on.  In  these  there  have  been  built  with- 
in a  year,  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  boats — most  of 
which  are  of  the  first  class.  The  average  value  may  be  es- 
timated at  $1,600  each,  making  an  aggregate  of  o«e  hundred 
and  eiglitii-four  thousand  dollars.  Add  to  this  the  sum  paid 
for  repairs  upon  old  boats,  which,  in  some  yards  go  as  high 
as  from  $6,000  to  $8,000,  and  the  sum  total  will  be  more 
than  $2')0,000  !  In  these  different  yards  there  are  employ- 
ed more  than  six  hundred  hands,  engaged  building,  piepar- 
ing  the  lumber,  &c.  We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  tho 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business  except  from  one 
or  two  yards,  but  we  shall  present  a  full  statement  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  From  the  above  estimate,  which  is  proba- 
bly a  low  one,  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  this  branch  of 
industry  is  one  of  the  most  important  carried  on  in  this  city. 
It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  extensive  operations 
have  been  maintained  during  a  period  of  unexampled  dis- 
tress in  the  business  relations  of  the  country.  This  has  of 
course  suflered  with  the  rest.  The  constantly  augmenting 
trade  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  increased  demand  for  boats 
when  the  new  canals  shall  have  been  finished  and  the  en- 
largement completed,  will  in  a  few  years  more  than  quadru- 
ple the  boat  building  operations  of  this  city.  This  place 
must  become  the  seat  of  the  business,  as  there  is  every  facili- 
ty for  procuring  lumber  through  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal 
and  from  Canada. — Rochester  Democrat. 


Cnual  liccciyJs  of  WUcat  and  Flour  at  Clevelandt 

As  we  are  now  at  that  period  of  the  year  when  the  old 
crop  of  wheat  is  deemed  exhausted  and  the  new  is  coming 
forward,  we  compile  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade  such  statis- 
tical information  as  we  have  yearly  presented  to  them,  under 
the  belief  that  they  will  be  found  as  interesting  as  heretofore, 
and  valuable  for  future  reference. 

The  receipts  of  wheat  and  flour  at  this  port  via  the  canal, 
from  the  opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  Ist  of  September, 
are  as  follows  in  the  years  named  : 

Bus.  Wheat.         Bbls.  Flour. 

1838 688,658  194,473 

1839 696,742  155.828 

1840 1,367,350  334,185 

1841 1 ,029,3C6  297,868 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  that  the  deficiency  in  the 
wheat  receipts  here  this  year  compared  with  the  last  is  fully 
25  per  cent.,  and  in  flour  11  per  cent.  As  opinions  are  now 
matured  about  the  crop  of  wheat  just  cut,  we  give  the  re- 
ceipts _/)"o;)j  the  \st  of  September  to  the  close  of  navigation, 
for  the  years  named,  as  a  basis  for  an  estimate  of  tho  proba- 
ble receipts  for  the  current  year. 

Bus.  Wheat.         Bbls.  Flour. 

1838 539,863  88,308 

1839 823,735  110,509 

1840 784,100  170,715 

The  1st  of  September  bring  deemed  by  the  trade  the  tei- 
minalion  of  the  receipts  of  the  crop  of  the  previous  year,  the 
annexed  table  shows  the  receipts  here  for  the  years  ending 
that  date :  • 

Bus.  Wheat.         Bbls.  Flour. 

Sept.  1,1838 890,696  291,836 

"      1839 1,236,605  244,186 

"     1840 2,644,856  503,247 

"     1841 1,813,466  468,583 

[  Clevelaiid  Herald. 
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District  Court. 

September  13,  1841. 

Minot  vs.  Bank  United  States. — The  plaintiff  had 
brought  several  suits  on  Jiffercnt  days,  but  ail  returnable  to 
the  same  return  day,  on  tlie  notes  of  the  defendants.  A  va- 
riety of  other  suits  by  ditferent  plaintiffs  had  also  been  brought 
under  the  same  circumstances  against  the  Bank.  In  all  of 
them  judgments  had  been  entered  for  want  of  affidavits  of 
defence.  On  tlie  same  day  the  judgments  were  taken,  and 
before  they  were  entered,  Mr.  Brooke,  for  the  Bank,  took  a 
rule  to  show  cause  why  all  the  actions  brought  by  the  same 
plaintiff,  should  not  be  consolidated.  His  reasons  as  stated 
were : 

1,  The  saving  of  costs. 

?.  That  on  consolidation  of  the  judgments,  the  Bank 
•would,  by  entering  bail  in  stay  of  execution,  be  entitled  to 
the  time  allowed  for  sums  over  §500.  On  all  judgments 
over  that  sum,  the  defendant  by  statute  is  entitled  to  a  year's 
stay.  The  plaintiffs  had  so  brought  their  suits,  that  in  all 
cases  the  judgments  went  for  §190.  The  effect  of  which 
was  to  give  the  Bank  a  stay  for  only  nine  months. 

The  Court  had  given  the  judgments  upon  condition  that 
they  should  not  prejudice  this  motion.  No  declaration  had 
been  filed,  only  the  usual  copy,  on  which  judgments  had 
been  given  in  default  of  affidavits  for  defence. 

Perkins  for  plaintitl",  objected,  because  it  did  not  appear 
that  the  several  causes  of  action  all  existed  at  the  time  the 
first  suit  was  brought,  and  that  there  were  no  declarations 
filed. 

The  Court  refused  the  motion,  on  (he  ground  that  no  de- 
claration had  been  filed.  The  matter  was  discretionary. — 
But  no  instance  had  occurred  of  a  consolidation  before  de- 
claration. The  nature  of  the  causes  of  action  would  not  ap- 
pear on  record  till  then.  Some  discussion  having  arisen,  as 
to  the  power  of  the  Court  to  consolidate  for  the  second  cause 
stated,  a  majority  of  the  Court  declared  they  would  exercise 
it,  and  had  done  so  on  that  ground,  if  there  were  no  other 
difficulty. 

The  proper  course  as  indicated  by  the  Court,  when  no 
declaration  is  filed,  but  judgment  is  about  to  be  asked,  for 
want  of  affidavit  of  defence  would  be  for  defendant  to  rule, 
plaintiff  to  declare  on  return  of  the  writ,  and  on  the  filing 
of  the  declaration  to  move  to  consol;date.-Abr,f/i  American. 


AiiteoDiluviaii.  Remains* 


Allentox,  Wilcox  Co.  Ala., 
August  35th,  1841. 

Some  account  of  very  large  fossil  bones  found  during  the 
present  month  in  Clarke  Cottntt/,  Alabama. 
Having  been  informed  by  Madam  I'umor,  that  the  bones 
of  a  large  lizard-like  animal  60  or  70  feet  in  length  were  on 
the  plantation  of  Judge  J.  C.  Creah  of  Clarke  County,  I 
went  to  the  spot.     The  Judge  told  me  that  there  was  little 
probability  of  getting  anything  like  an  entire  skeleton— -that 
he  had  been  anxious  to  get  one  for  many  years — that  a  few 
years  ago,  he  had  a  Mr.  Wilson  on  his  plantation,  of  Wil- 
son, 3  miles  from  Judge  C's,  who  commenced  digging  out 
the  bones  of  one  vvhich  appeared  to  approximate  to  some- 
thing like  a  skeleton.    They  dug  out  13  vertebrte,  (this  was 
in  the  fall)  when  they  desisted  from  their  labors,  intending 
to  resume  them  in  the  spring.  In  the  spring  Wilson  inform- 
ed the  Judge,  that  the  frost  had  caused  the  bones  dug  out, 
and  left  on  the  same  spot,  to  crumble  so  that  they  were  of 
little  value — and  so  the  matter  rested.     We  repaired  to  the 
place — found  K*  of  the  13  vertebrae,  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
preservation  ;    and  immediately  begun  digging  for  the  re- 
mainder.   After  digging  for  several  days,  found  34  vertebree, 
making  with  the  other  10,  44,  which  were  nearly  entire. — 
These  were  generally  found -in  a^'continuous  line,  nearly 
joined  together.     These  vertcbrfe,  are  mostly  from  12  to  16 
inches  in  length,  and  from. 6  to  12  inches  in  diameter,  all 
measuring  50  feet  in  length  !     Only  3  of  the  tail  and  2  of 
the  neck  vertebra;  were  found ;  besides  many  fragments  of 
the  ribs,  and  some  few  of  the  leg  bones.     We  labored  hard 
and  sought  in  vain  for  a  head.  The  head  to  correspond  with 


the  other  parts  of  the  animal,  must  have  been  10  or  15  feet 
long.     Since  very  few  of  the  tail  and  neck  bones  have  been 
found  to  make  the  50  feet  in  length  obtained,  the  entire  ani- 
mal cannot  have  been  less  than  70  or  80  feet  long!     Some 
idea  of  the  immense  size  of  these  bones  may  be  formed,  from 
the  fact  that  they  made  two  heavy  wagon  loads  for  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  over  a  good  road.     They  are  now  laid  out  at  their 
length  in  Judge  Creah's  door  yard,  for  the  inspection  of  the 
curious.     They  will  be  shipped  for  New  York  towards  the 
last  of  next  December.     These  bones  were  found  nearly  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  inclining  at  an  angle  of  about  15  degrees. 
The  tail  vertebra;,  were  about  a  foot  deep  ;  those  of  the  back 
increased  in  depth  towards  where  the  head  ought  to  have 
been,  till  they  were  6  or  7  feet  beneath  the  surface.  The  soil 
has  been  in  cultivation  for  thirty  years ;  and  to  the  depth  of 
from  one  to  two  feet,  is  the  rich  black  land  peculiar  to  the 
prairies  ;  beneath  which  is  a  whitish  marl  2  to  4  feet  thick, 
containing  a  few  shells.     At  the  depth  of  about  7  feet  is  a 
black  clay  or  blue  marl,  soft  and  tenacious  to  the  touch. — 
Many  shark's  teeth,  oyster  and  other  shells  of  species  now 
living  in  the  neighboring  seas,  are  found  scattered  over  and 
beneath  the  surface,  clearly  showing  it  to  belong  to  the  up- 
per tertiary  or  miocene  formation  of  Lj^ell.  These  bones  be- 
long to  an  extinct  species  of  Saurian  (or  lizard-like  animal) 
whose  principal  element  was  the  v.'ater,  called  the  Basilo- 
saurus  (or  king  lizard,)  by  Harlan,  from  some  few  bones  re- 
ceived a  few  years  ago  at  Philadelphia  from  Louisiana.  Sub- 
sequently Judge  Creah  sent  a  few  vertebra;,  some  ribs  and 
part  of  a  jaw  bone  to  Philadelphia ;  an  account  of  which 
was  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Geological  Society 
of  Pennsylvania. 

These  animals  must  have  once  existed  in  great  numbers, 
especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Judge  C's,  wherein  almost  every 
limestone  field,  fragnients  of  bones  (mostly  vertebrs^)  ard 
scattered  in  profusion  over  the  surface.  Great  numbers  have 
been  burnt  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  plough.  The 
inhabitants  have  often  used  the  vertebrae  as  andirons.  Even 
now,  cart  loads  of  the  broken  fragments  of  different  skeletons 
are  there.  These  bones  lie  so  near  and  upon  the  surface, 
and  so  many  of  them  have  been  destroyed,  that  there  is  now 
little  hope  of  getting  anything  like  a  perfect  skeleton.  Judge 
Creah  has  corresponded  for  several  years  with  scientific  men 
at  the  North,  for  whom  he  has  been  anxious  to  procure  one 
without  success.  The  nearest  approximation  to  the  skele- 
ton of  any  one  animal  yet  obtained,  is  that  part  of  one  now 
lying  in  the  yard  at  Judge  Creah's. 

S.B.BUCKLEY. 
[Jilobile  Register^ 


Salt. 

We  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  Grand  Rive? 
Valley,  and  of  Western  Michigan,  upon  the  fortunate  re- 
sult of  the  undertaking  of  Mr.  Lyon  to  obtain  salt  water  at 
this  place.  His  efforts  are  crowned  with  success  co-equal 
with  his  wishes,  and  in  one  particular  far  exceeding  his 
imaginings.  For  about  eighteen  months  the  work  has  been 
progressing — which  many  doubted,  and  all  hoped,  but  few 
were  sanguine  of  success.  At  a  depth  of  about  300  feet  in- 
dications of  salt  first  became  apparent,  but  for  a  long  distance 
after,  nothing  further  seemed  to  be  gained,  and  many  began 
to  think  they  had  been  cheered  for  nought.  The  works  were 
continued  until  the  shaft  had  been  sunk  661  feet,  when  the 
evidences  were  such  that  the  operation  of  boring  was  sus- 
pended, and  tubes  sunk  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  brine.  On  Saturday  last  (the  28th  ult.)  the  tubes 
were  put  down  to  the  depth  of  360  feet,  but  little  over  half 
the  depth  of  the  well,  when,  to  the  joyful  surprise  of  all, 
pure  brine,  of  the  quality  of  one  bushel  of  salt  to  frona  50  ta 
58  gallons,  ascended  and  poured  out  of  the  tube  with  im- 
mense force. —  Gi^and  Eapids  (Michigan)  Advertiser^ 


Higlily  Complimentary. 

Within  a  day  or  two  past,  the  Humane  Society  for  the 
recovery  of  drowned  persons,  presented  to  Captain  Henry 
Wilson  a  beautiful  silver  pitcher,  as  a  complimentary  testi- 
mony of  regard  for  his  generous  and  praiseworthy  efforts  ia 
saving  from  drowning  nine  different  persons.— JV.  Ame^ 
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Knglisli  Decisions— Bank  Sloclc. 

The  following  decisions  appears  to  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  question  between  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  Schuyl- 
kill Bank,  in  reference  to  the  fraudulent  issue  of  stock. 
Eden's  Chancery  Reports— Ishleij  vs.  JjIackwaU,  303. 

"  The  purchaser,  on  the  other  hand,  trusted  nobody  but 
the  Company.  He  was  admitted  to  this  stock,  and  accepted 
the  transfer  according  to  the  terms  of  the  original  deed  of 
contract.     He  must  not  be  deceived  by  the  Company. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  they  must,  and  they  ought,  to  answer 
for  their  own  and  their  servants'  negligence.  And  it  will 
be  of  no  public  detriment  if  my  decree  tends  to  make  direc- 
tors of  public  Companies  attend  to  the  business  of  those 
Companies." 

And  the  decree  v.as,  that  the  original  proprietor  should 
have  her  stock,  which  had  been  transferred  under  a  forged 
power,  restored  to  her,  and  that  the  Company,  (the  Million 
Bank  Company.)  should  psiy  back  to  the  innocent  purchaser 
of  the  stock  his  purchase  money  with  interest;  and  also, 
that  the  Bank  should  pay  to  the  plaintiO'and  defendant,  i.  e. 
the  original  holder  and  innocent  purchaser  their  costs. 

-     Daris  vs.  Bank  of  England. — 2  Eing-hanis  Beports, 

407. Best,  C.  J.  says — "  We  are  not  called  upon  to  decide, 

whether  those  who  purchase  the  stock  transferred  to  them 
under  the  forged  powers,  might  require  the  Bank  to  confirm 
that  purchase  to  them,  and  to  pay  them  the  dividends  on 
such  stocks,  or  whether  their  neglect  to  inquire  into  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  power  of  attorney,  might  not  throw  on  them 
the  loss,  that  has  been  occasioned  by  the  forgeries.  But  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  we  can,  the  alarm  which  such  an  argu- 
ment, urged  on  behalf  of  the  Bank,  is  likely  to  excite,  we 
will  say,  that  the  Bank  cannot  refuse  to  pay  the  dividends 
to  subsequent  purchasers  of  these  stocks.  If  the  Bank  should 
say  to  such  subsequent  purchasers,  the  persons  of  whom  you 
bought  were  not  legally  possessed  of  the  stocks  they  sold  you, 
the  answer  would  be,  the  Bank,  in  the  books  which  the  law 
requires  them  to  keep,  and  for  the  keeping  of  which  they 
receive  a  remuneration  from  the  public,  have  registered  these 
persons  as  the  owners  of  these  stocks,  and  the  Bank  cannot 
be  permitted  to  say  that  such  persons  were  not  the  owners. 
If  this  be  not  the  law,  who  will  purchase  stock,  or  who  can 
be  certain  that  the  stock  which  he  holds  belongs  to  him  ]  — 
It  has  ever  been  an  object  of  the  Legislature  to  give  facility 
to  the  transfer  of  shares  in  the  public  funds.  This  facility 
of  transfer  is  one  of  the  advantages  belonging  to  this  species 
of  property,  and  this  advantage  would  be  entirely  destroyed, 
if  a  purchaser  should  be  required  to  look  to  the  regularity  of 
the  transfers  to  all  the  various  persons  through  whom  such 
stock  had  passed.  Indeed,  from  the  manner  in  which  stock 
passes  from  man  to  man,  from  the  union  of  stocks  bought  of 
different  persons  under  the  same  name,  and  the  impossibility 
of  distinguishing  what  was  regularly  transferred,  from  what 
was  not,  it  is  impossible  to  trace  the  title  of  stock  as  you  can 
that  of  an  estate.  You  cannot  look  further,  nor  is  it  the 
practice  ever  to  attempt  to  look  further,  than  the  Banic  books, 
for  the  title  of  the  person  who  proposes  to  transfer  to  you. 

Journn!  of  Commerce. 


ing  the  surface.  Several  of  them  exploded  with  the  report 
of  a  six  or  nine  pound  cannon,  and  sent  the  water  in  some 
instances  more  than  100  feet  in  the  air.  On  one  occasion, 
the  quantity  sent  up  was  so  great  that  it  spread  and  fell  in  a 
heavy  shower  bath  on  shore,  and  wet  the  spectators  so  free- 
ly that  it  set  them  all  scampering.  To  prove  the  safety  of 
these  shells,  in  handling  them,  the  Doctor,  in  two  or  three 
instances,  threw,  them  from  his  hand  on  the  hard  ground, 
and  then  ki.^ked  them  about  with  his  foot  till  the  cases  were 
indented,  without  going  off.  He  then  picked  them  up,  anil 
threw  them  into  the  river,  when,  in  each  case,  they  imme- 
diately exploded  with  great  violence. 

We  are  informed  that  the  result  of  the  experiments  proved 
highly  gratifying  to  all  present.  The  Doctor  has,  in  all, 
since  he  has  been  in  ^^"ashington,  thrown  thirteen  shells,  with- 
out, in  a  single  instance,  failing  to  produce  an  explosion.  These 
experiments  although  novel  and  interesting, are  only  intended 
by  him  as  exhibiting  what  he  expects  to  show,  on  a  still  larger 
scale,  if  he  meets  with  proper  encouragement  from  the  Na- 
tional Government.  He  proposes  to  di.-charge  this  destruc- 
tive shell  from  the  largest  piece  of  ordnance;  which  on  leav- 
ing the  gun,  shall  explode  immediately  and  instantly  on 
striking  whatever  it  comes  in  contact  with  ;  and  that,  whe- 
ther it  falls  in  water  or  strikes  the  earth,  houses  or  ships  ; 
thus  making  it  a  universal  shell  of  great  destructive  power. 
Indeed  if  he  were  only  to  confine  it  to  hand  grenades,  it 
would  prove  a  valuable  missile  in  warfare.  It  is  the  opinion 
we  understand,  of  the  distinguished  officers  present,  that,  in 
this  respect  alone,  it  will  have  the  tendency  to  effectually 
prevent  all  attempts  of  one  vessel  to  board  another  at  sea. — 
And  it  is  likely  that  in  the  same  way  it  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  from  ships,  when 
proposing  to  make  a  debarkation  ;  and,  also  against  the 
passage  of  cavalry,  or  other  troops  when  attempting  to 
cross  a  river. — National  Intelliii-encer. 


Explosive  SIicll5« 

On  Monday  afternoon,  Sept.  6,  at  6  P.  M.  Dr.  A.  .Tones, 
made  a  second  experiment  with  his  shells,  near  the  Navy 
and  War  Defjartments,  in  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Commodore  Warrington,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Col. 
Bomford  of  the  Ordnance  oilice,  Col.  Totten  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  and  several  members  of  ('ongress  and  private 
citiz.cns.  On  this  occasion,  we  learn  that  the  same  simple 
tin  shells,  of  larger  size  than  those  used  on  the  first  occasion, 
were,  as  in  the  first  instance,  thrown  from  the  hand  into  the 
river,  and  in  every  instance  cxi)loded  with  great  force.  Seven 
were  thus  discharged;  some  were  so  regulated  that  they 
sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  before  exploding,  and  then 
went  oir  with  great  power,  raising  huge  columns  of  the  wa- 
ter above  the  surface;  others  were  made  to  explode  a  few 
feet  under  the  water,  and  others  again  immediately  on  strik- 


Western  Knllroncla 

We  learn  that  a  remarkable  disaster  occurred  to  tlflfW^cst- 
ern  Railroad  track,  in  the  town  of  Hinsdale,  a  few  miles 
west  of  the  Summit,  last  week.  The  track  at  that  place  is 
laid  over  a  swamp,  which  had  been  filled  up  with  dirt,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  as  firm  and  safe  as  any  portion  of  the 
road.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  the  evening  train  had 
passed,  on  Thursday  last,  the  track  suddenly  sank  down  in 
the  water,  to  the  depth  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet,  for  a 
length  of  about  a  hundred  feet.  Had  the  train  passed  over 
the  road  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  later,  no  one  could  pre- 
dict what  what  would  have  been  the  result ;  but  it  does  not 
seem  probable  that  many  of  the  passengers  could  have  es- 
caped.— Lenox  Eagle, 

Wc  understand  that  the  embankment  which  sunk  thus 
suddenly,  was  made  two  years  since.  The  breach  thus 
made  in  the  road  was  immediately  repaired.  A  large  num- 
ber of  men  were  put  upon  it,  and  by  working  through  the 
night,  they  had  replaced  the  embankment  before  the  arrival 
of  the  train  on  the  following  morning. — Boat.  ^idv. 


A  listrsc  Sliip. 


A  new  ship  called  the  Camclia,  the  largest  merchant  ves- 
sel owned  in  this  country,  is  now  lying  in  the  harbor  of 
New  York.  She  is  expected  to  carry  3,500  bales  of  cotton. 
The  Hottinguer  took  3,100. 
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Finances  of  FlaaladeSpliia  CoJiuty. 

Report  of  the  County  Board. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  County  Board,  on  the 
13th  of  September,  1.84!,  Mr.  Reed  made  the  following 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  County  Board  the  following 
Resolution  was  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  of  this  Board  be  ap- 
pointed whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  County  of  Phi- 
ladelphia the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  same." 

In  pursuance  of  this  Resolution  the  undersigned  were  ap- 
pointed, and  now  report  the  result  of  their  inquiries.  They 
have  bestowed  much  attention  on  the  subject  referred  to 
them  and  believe  that  if  no  other  advantage  results  from  the 
exposition  of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  county  than  to  attract 
public  attention  to  the  subject,  the  Committee  will  be  fully 
compensated  for  the  labor  they  have  undertaken  and  per- 
formed. A  precise  and  detailed  exposition  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  county  and  its  relations  to  the  community 
has  been  much  needed.  The  annual  statements  of  the  com- 
mis^ners,  burthened  as  they  necessarily  must  lie  by  details 
ofi^Peipt  and  expenditure,  are  rarely  examined  or  under- 
stood. And  while  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  city  and  incor- 
porated districts  are  from  time  to  time  the  subject  of  public 
and  official  scrutiny  and  supervision,  (hose  of  the  county, 
equally  important,  have  been,  from  the  peculiar  organization 
under  which  they  are  administered,  in  a  great  measure  ex- 
empt from  both.  A  very  large  amount  of  capital  is  invested 
in  the  funded  debt  of  the  county  for  the  redemption  and  pro- 
tection of  which  the  public  faith  is  sacredly  pledged.  Pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  nUllions  is  subject  to  taxation  imposed 
for  county  purpose  and  by  county  officers.  A  revenue,  sole- 
ly the  proceeds  of  direct  taxes,  amounting  on  an  average  to 
§350,000  is  received  and  disbursed  by  the  same  officers — 
and  yet  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  neither  the  commu- 
nity nor  those  who  are  directly  interested  by  the  investment 
of  their  capital  have  such  a  knowledge  of  its  affairs  as  they 
ought,  or  may  be  supposed  to  desire  to  have. 

The  Committee  propose  in  obedience  to  their  instructions 
to  state  under  different  heads  this  information,  and  then  to 
recommend  to  the  Board  such  measures  of  legislation  as  in 
their  judgment  ought  to  be  adopted. 

I. —  Income  and  Expenditxtre, 

The  committee  have  commenced  their  inquiries  with  the 
year  1836,  and  terminated  them  with  1841,  taking  for  their 
guide  the  annual  statements  made  on  the  1st  of  January  of 
those  years.  They  will  give  such  an  average  of  revenue 
and  expenditure  as  may  be  safely  relied  on,  comprising 
periods  at  which  there  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
very  extravagant  expenditure,  and  periods  at  which  the  ne- 
cessity of  economical  retrenchment  was  sensibly  realized. 

5.     Income — Being  the  nett  annual  revenzie,  exclusive  of 
the  proceeds  of  loans  and  balances  in  the  Treasury. 

In  1836  it  was §416,864 

1837  242,848 

1833  26.5,562 

1839  317,411 

1840  381,159 
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Or  an  average  of  annual  income  of  $324,768  in  five 
years, 

2.  Expenditure — Including  interest  a7id  temporary  loans, 

&c. 

In  1836 1- $745,982 

1837 396,673 

1838 569,326 

1839 641,417 

1 840 497,5 1 8 

Or  an  average  annual  expenditure  of  §570,183 — being 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  income  of  §245,415. 

During  that  period,  the  public  debt  of  the  county  (funded) 
was  as  follows : 

On  1st  Jan.  1837 $    655,491 

1838 889,399 

1839 1,150,979 

1840 1,380,379 

1841 1,498,337 

This  may  be  taken  as  a  general  statement  of  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  county  during  a  given  number  of  years, 
and  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  immediately  directed 
to  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  it,  and  the  course  of 
policy  which  these  results  suggest.  It  is  manifest  that  some 
immediate  action  is  necessary  ;  and  the  first  inquiry  is  how 
the  available  means  of  the  county  can  be  so  used  as  to  make 
them  exceed  the  demands  on  the  Treasury,  without  impos- 
ing new  and  excessive  taxation  on  the  people.  This  can  be 
done  by  but  one  of  two  modes — an  increase  of  revenue  or  a 
retrenchment  of  expenditure. 

II. — .2n  increase  of  revenue. 

The  income  of  the  county  is  derived  mainly  from  taxa- 
tion. An  estimate  of  the  probable  demands  on  the  Treasury 
is  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  that  amount, 
with  the  expenses  of  collection,  is  assessed  according  to  cer- 
tain arbitrary  rules,  on  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zens. This  amount  and  the  rate,  was  formerly  fixed  by  the 
Commissioners.  It  is  now  fixed  by  the  County  Board,  com- 
posed of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  for  the  time  being, 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  By  law,  no  rate  of 
taxation  thus  imposed,»can  exceed  one  per  cent,  or  one  dol- 
lar on  the  §100  of  valued  property.  The  rate  fixed  for  1841, 
is  98  cents  in  the  §100,  which  it  is  estimated  will  produce 
(say)  §500,000. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  the  Legislature  should  be 
a.sked  to  increase  the  maximum  of  taxation  to  which  the 
County  Board  can  now  go,  and  whether  if  such  authority 
were  given  it  should  be  exercised.  In  other  words,  whether 
at  present,  or  for  the  next  coming  years,  the  county  tax: 
should  be  increased  beyond  the  one  dollar  rate.  The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  raise  the  rate, 
and  for  the  reason,  as  they  think  they  can  show,  that  it  will 
not  be  necessary. 

It  would  be  an  extreme  necessity  which  would  induce  a- 
resort  to  great  nmnicipal  taxation.  It  is  manifest  that  the 
taxes  to  be  imposed  by  the  Commonwealth  for  many  years 
to  come,  cannot  be  reduced,  and  on  real  estate  may  be  in- 
creased. If,  at  the  same  time,  the  municipal  taxes  be  in- 
creased, a  state  of  discontent  may  be  produced,  the  effects  of 
which  it  may  be  difficult  to  calculate,  and  in  those  portions 
of  the  community  wherein  the  greatest  public  revenue  is  de- 
rived, the  discontent  will  be  proportionally  increased.     Of 
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the  taxes  now  derived  from  real  estate  in  this  community, 
but  little  beyond  ten  per  cent,  is  imposed  for  the  State. — 
Kcal  estate  in  the  city  of  Philadelpliia  valued  at  $10,000, 
pays  but  $10  for  State  purposes,  whilst  for  municipal  pur- 
poses, city,  county  and  poor  tax,  it  pays  $S0  or  §90  ;  and 
even  in  the  rural  districts  of  the  county,  the  burthen  of  mu- 
nicipal taxation  is  not  less  severe.  In  the  borough  of  West 
Philadelphia,  for  instance,  real  estate  worth  $10,000  pays 
an  aggregate  of  $89  24:  thus  apportioned,  county  tax  $42 
80  :  borough  tax  $21  83  ;  poor  tax  $14  55,  and  State  tax 
but $10  E6. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  heretofore  the  county  rates 
have  been  imposed  on  an  arbitrary  vahiation  of  real  estate, 
being  40  per  cent,  of  the  real  value.  It  is  with  reference  to 
this  rule  that  the  maximum  has  been  fixed  at$l  in  the  $100. 
By  the  law  of  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  assessment 
is  to  fix  the  real  value — so  that  a  tax  of  40  cents  in  the  $100 
will  be  as  productive  as  the  rate  of  $1  now  is. 

If,  as  is  at  least  possible,  the  State  tax  be  raised  a  half  mill, 
or  a  mill  in  the  dollar,  and  at  the  same  time  the  local  taxes 
be  raised  also,  it  will  at  once  he  seen  how  oppressive  the 
burthen  will  be.  It  is,  therefore,  much  to  be  desired  that  if 
possible  the  local  taxes  should  be  reduced — ceitainiy  that 
they  should  not  be  increased. 

The  income  of  the  county  being  thus  mainly  from  taxa- 
tion, and  the  committee  believing,  that  if  possible  taxation 
should  not  at  present  be  made  more  burthensome,  there  is 
little  reason  to  believe,  that  any  considerable  increase  of 
county  revenue  can  be  relied  on.  The  maximum  of  revenue, 
from  taxes,  the  committee  estimate  (at  $1  per  $100)  $500,- 
000  for  the  current  year:  More  cannot  be  relied  on. 

There  is  one  source  of  revenue  hitherto  wholly  unproduc- 
tive, to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  anew 
directed,  and  in  relation  to  which  additional  legislation  may 
be  necessary.  It  is  the  revenue  which  should  be  derived 
from  fines  and  forfeited  recognizances.  It  is  scarcely  credi- 
ble, and  yet  the  fact  is  undeniable,  that  from  the  large 
amount  of  recognizances  taken  by  the  Court  and  Magistrates 
of  this  city  and  county,  and  periodically  forfeited,  not  one 
cent  has  for  many  years  been  lecovered.  For  a  long  time, 
this  resulted  from  the  neglect  of  the  Clerks  to  estreat  and 
certify  the  recognizances  when  forfeited.  For  many  years 
no  returns  were  made,  and  no  collections  attemi>ted.  The 
cammittee  are  glad  to  ascertain  that  for  some  time  past  a 
strenuous  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Solicitor  appointed  by 
the  Commissioners,  to  enforce  collections  and  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  intention  of  the  law.  But  with  all  the  ellbrt,  he  has 
been  able  to  accomplish  little  or  nothing.  'J'he  evil  lies 
deeper  than  an  imperfect  execution  of  the  law.  So  long  as 
the  present  system  of  taking  bail  in  criminal  cases  continues, 
and  the  Magistrates  receive  a  fee  for  taking  recognizances, 
so  long  will  the  evil  exist.  In  a  single  term,  out  of  ninety- 
five  cases,  when  recognizances  taken  by  Magistrates  were 
sued  out,  in  seventy-six  the  process  was  returned  no7i  est 
inventus — and  in  no  one,  was  a  recovery  had  either  against 
principal  or  surety.  Considerable  trouble  and  expense  has 
been  incurred  by  the  Solicitor,  for  which  he  is  entitled  to 
compensation. 

The  committee  see  no  remedy  for  this,  but  the  enactment 
of  a  law  applicable  at  least  to  this  community,  embodying 
the  following  features  :  1.  The  prohibition  of  all  fees  or 
charges  of  Magistrates  for  taking  recognizances  in  criminal 
cases.  3.  Prescribing  a  uniform  form  of  recognizances  to  be 
taken,  not  on  the  dockets,  and  to  be  regularly  returned  to 
the  Attorney  (Jencral.  3.  A  change  as  to  the  mode  of  as- 
certaining the  character  of  bail,  so  as  to  require  proof  aliunde, 
instead  of  mere  justification.  4.  Making  recognizances  in 
certain  cases,  either  according  to  the  amount  or  the  nature 
of  the  offences  (say  in  felonies)  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  of 
the  recognizors;  the  lion  to  ensure  cither  from  the  date  of 
recognizance  or  its  forfeiture. 

Any  person  examining  the  annual  accounts  of  the  Com- 
missioners, must  be  struck  with  the  fact  that  nothing  ap- 
l)ears  to  be  received  at  the  Treasury  from  the  numerous  fines 
which  arc  imposed  by  the  Courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  in 
this  county.  These  fines  are  collected  by  the  Sheriff,  and 
the  apparent  omission  to  return  them  has  resulted  from  an 


improper  mode  of  settling  the  Sheriff's  accounts  with  the 
county,  to  which  the  committee  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Board.  The  Sheriff  receives  large  sums  of  money  for  the 
county,  and  in  its  turn  the  county  is  from  time  to  time  in- 
debted to  the  Sherifl'.  Instead  of  rendering  separate  accounts, 
and  having  them  severally  audited,  a  practice  has  for  many 
years  been  pursued  by  which  the  debits  and  credits  of  the 
Sherifl'  are  by  him  stated  in  a  single  account,  a  balasee 
struck,  and  this  adjusted  account  submitted  for  revision  to 
the  auditors.  The  result  is  not  only  that  a  balance  always 
appears  against  the  county,  which  is  no  doubt  generally  due, 
hut  nothing  is  known  of  the  actual  receipts  and  charges. — 
The  only  credit  v^'hich  the  committee  find  on  the  published 
accounts,  for  money  paid  to  the  county  by  the  Sheriff,  is 
$221  paid  in  1835  by  Sheriff  Strembeck.  Since  that  period 
the  balances  thus  adjusted  and  annually  paid  by  the  county 
to  the  Sheriff,  are  as  follows  : 

1836 $2,441 

1837 4,072 

1838 4,00a 

1839 4,797 

1840 6,036 

Or  an  average  charge  on  the  county  of  $4,269.  This  ex- 
penditure the  committee  doubt  not  may  be  much  reducecf. 
On  one  point  the  committee  have  no  doubt  that  immediate 
provision  should  be  made  by  law,  to  require  the  Sheriff  to 
pay  into  the  Treasury  monthly  all  that  he  receives  from  any 
sources  for  the  county,  and  regularly  to  render  his  separate 
accounts  against  the  county,  to  be  audited  and  proved  as 
other  accounts  are. 

A  suggestion  has  occurred  to  the  committee,  of  which 
they  are  inclined  to  think  favorably,  but  which  requires  more 
mature  consideration  than  they  are  now  able  to  bestow  on 
it.  If  the  plan  referred  to  can  be  made  effectual,  it  will  se- 
cure a  considerable  addition  to  the  public  revenue.  It  is  to 
make  the  county  oflicers,  such  as  the  Recorder,  Kegister  and 
Prothonotarics,  salaried  officers  of  the  county,  and  to  oblige 
them  to  account  for  and  monthly  pay  over  to  the  County 
Treasurer  the  fees  which  they  receive.  By  fixing  moderate 
salaries  to  these  now  very  lucrative  offices,  and  enforcing  a 
strict  accountability  as  to  the  receipts,  even  with  the  existing 
charge  for  State  purposes,  the  county  would  in  the  opinion 
be  largely  the  gainer. 

It  will  be,  however,  understood  that  the  committee  con- 
template no  such  change  in  these  respects  as  will  affect  pre- 
sent incumbents.  But  as  the  election  of  county  ofilcers  takes 
place  in  1842,  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  law  should  be 
so  far  prospective  as  to  go  into  operation  immediately  on  the 
election  of  new  officers.  No  possible  injustice  would  thea 
bo  done. 

III. — lietrenchfnent  of  Expenses. 

To  this  point  the  committee  have  particularly  directed 
their  attention,  believing,  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  that 
in  this  mode  only,  no  material  increase  of  revenue  being  pro- 
bable, can  the  financial  condition  of  the  community  be  re- 
stored. Appended  to  this  report  is  a  tabular  statement  of 
the  principal  items  of  expenditure  in  a  scries  of  years,  to 
which  the  committee  will  presently  direct  attention.  What 
is  desirable  and  actually  necessary  to  a  restoration  of  the 
county  credit,  is  such  a  retrenchment  of  expenditure  as  will 
bring  it  within  $400,000  per  annum,  and  provide  for  an 
adequate  and  ijcrmanent  sinking  fund,  steadfastly  and  hon- 
estly applied  for  the  redemption  of  the  county  debt.  If  this 
point  can  be  obtained,  and  such  economy  be  resolutely  ad- 
licri'd  to  for  a  few  years,  it  is  probable  by  the  natural  appre- 
ciation of  property  and  increased  value,  as  ascertained  by  as- 
sessments, that  the  taxes  may  be  gradually  reduced. 

As  a  mode  of  enforcing  this  economy,  the  committee  are 
aware  of  no  one  more  certain  than  a  direct  and  regular  mode 
of  paying  rliiims  on  the  county.  The  mode  of  paying  debts 
ill  county  stock,  i^  the  worst  and  most  thriftless  that  can  bo 
resorted  to.  It  is  scarcely  honest.  It  is  alike  injurious  to 
creditor  and  debtor.  To  the  creditor,  it  gives  but  part  of 
what  is  due  to  him.  To  the  debtor,  it  gives  that  facility  of 
credit  which  necessarily  leads  to  its  abuse.  In  the  very  item 
of  road  damages,  in  relation  to  which  this  system  has  boon 
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rnost  commonly  resorted  to,  nothing  is  saved  in  the  end. — 
The  depreciation  of  the  medium  in  which  the  claim  is  to  be 
paid,  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Jury  in  esti- 
mating the  damages,  and  a  new  debt  will  be  incurred  with- 
out anything  like  an  equivalent.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  here- 
after a  different  and  more  direct  mode  of  liquidating  claims 
on  the  county  will  be  adopted,  and  no  debts  incurred  which 
cannot  be  at  once  regularly  discharged. 

A  single  general  remark  as  to  the  character  of  the  public 
expenditure.  The  expenditure  of  1839  was  $541,417 — of 
1840  §497,518.  This  disparity  was  caused  by  the  cost  of 
the  Permanent  Bridge  at  Market  street,  which  may  be  stated 
at  a  little  over  SSO,000.  The  expenditure  of  1841,  will  show 
a  similar  increase  for  the  bridge  at  Callowhill  street  of  §45,- 
eOO,  and  a  culvert  of  SoO.OuO.  The  average  already  given 
of  §504,000  for  five  years,  may  however,  be  considered  as 
fair. 

Of  the  expenditure  of  1839 _ §641,417 

The  items  for  courts,  schools,  roads  and  prisons. .  403,803 

Of  the  expenditure  of  1840 §497,578 

The  same  items  made 346,675 

Of  the  estimates  for  1841 §503,804 

Tho  same  items  made 305,\)Q0 


Whatever  cflectual  retrenchment  is  to  bo  made  must  be  in 
these  items,  though  as  will  presently  be  shown  in  others  of 
less  amount,  considerable  saving  may  be  effected.  The  com- 
mittee are  happy  to  observe  in  many  items  a  great  retrench- 
ment has  been  made.  In  that  of  bridges,  the  expenditure  in 
1836  and  1837  was  §10,000  each  ;  in  1838  it  was  §15,000  ; 
in  1839  it  was  nearly  §30,000,  exclusive  of  the  purchase  of 
the  Permanent  Bridge  ;  while  in  1840  it  was  reduced  to  less 
than  §2000.  The  estimate  for  1841  is  §6000,  which  is  pro- 
bably more  than  will  be  needed. 

The  expenses  of  elections  are  not,  the  committee  think 
excessive,  being  on  an  average  less  than  §6000  per  annum. 

Tiie  committee  now  proceed  to  notice  the  larger  items  of 
expenditure. 

1.    Coroner^s  fees. 

By  reference  to  the  annual  account,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  amounts  paid  to  Coroners  since  1836  have  averaged 
$5600  per  annum.  Such  an  expense  the  committee  are 
satisfied  is  excessive,  and  has  no  equivalent  in  any  public 
benefit.  On  examining  the  Coroner's  returns,  it  is  ap- 
parent that  many  inquests  are  held  in  cases  never  contem- 
plated by  law,  and  where  no  possible  advantage  results  to 
the  public.  The  duty  of  the  Coroner  is  to  hold  an  inquisi- 
tion, with  the  assistance  of  a  jury,  over  the  body  of  a  per- 
son who  may  have  died  of  a  riolent  death — not  on  the  body 
of  every  person  who  dies  of  disease  which  is  only  so  far  mys- 
terious that  it  baffles  the  skill  or  sagacity  of  the  physician — 
and  clearly  not  on  those  who  die  however  suddenly  or  un- 
expectedly of  well  defined  disease.  Yet  in  the  inquisitions 
held  in  this  county,  both  recently  and  formerly,  the  commit- 
tee find  cases,  each  one  of  which  costs  the  county  at  least 
§14,  where  the  inquests  have  deliberated  and  decided  on 
deaths  by  Dropsy,  Consumption,  Venereal  Disease,  Convul- 
sion, Apoplexy,  Emaciation  and  Whooping  Cough  !  To  this 
practice  only  can  be  attributed  the  great  number  of  inquests, 
amounting  in  seven  months  of  1841  to  240 — of  which  a 
considerable  portion  are  either  cases  of  the  kind  referred  to, 
still  born  infants  without  suspicion  of  infanticide,  or  that 
uncertain  class  of  cases,  usually  referrable  to  acute  dis- 
eases, of  deaths  by  the  visitation  of  God. 

The  committee  think  that  legislation  should  be  resorted 
to  to  prevent  these  abuses,  the  result  they  believe  of  long 
practice.  Each  inquest,  as  has  been  stated,  costs  on  an  ave- 
age  fourteen  or  fifteen  dollars — of  which  the  Coroner's  fee 
is  §4  37^ — Jury  §3 — and  burial  expenses  §7.  The  com- 
mittee think  that  the  Coroner's  feo  should  bo  reduced  one- 
half — the  Jury  to  consist  of  six  instead  of  twelve,  without 
pay,  and  that  some  effort  should  be  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  reduce  the  amount  charged  for  burials.    This 


would  reduce  the  charge  on  the  county  one-third  of  what  it 
now  is. 

By  an  act  of  27th  May,  1841,  any  Justice  of  the  Peace 
is  required  and  empowered  to  hold  inquests  when  there  is 
no  Coroner — when  he  is  absent  from  the  county,  unable  to 
attend,  or  when  his  office  is  held  more  than  ten  miles  from 
the  place  where  the  body  is  found.  The  committee  think 
these  provisions  may  be  advantageously  extended — so  as  to 
require  any  Justice  to  hold  an  inquest  when  the  Coroner  is 
not  within  the  ward  or  township,  and  that  it  be  done  under 
strict  supervision  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  as  to  the 
fees  to  be  charged. 

2.  Roads  and  Streets, 

This,  with  a  single  exception,  is  the  heaviest  item  in  the 
county  expenditure,  and  that  in  which  retrenchment  is  most 
needed.  For  five  years  the  average  expenditure  for  streets 
and  roads  has  been  §106,700 — the  largest  amount  being 
§143,000  in  1836— the  smallest  §58,000  in  1837.  In  1840 
the  amount  expended  was  §63,259,  and  for  the  current  year 
the  appropriation  has  been  at  the  utmost  but  about  §15,000. 

The  bulk  of  this  most  oppressive  charge  upon  the  county 
has  been  imposed  by  a  system  of  special  legislation,  which 
cannot  be  too  much  reprobated.  By  the  general  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  any  street  or  road  not  exceeding  fifty  feet 
in  width  can  be  authorized,  and  on  payment  of  damages 
opened  by  the  action  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  on 
petition,  inquisition  by  jury  and  revision  by  the  Court.  At 
any  stage  cf  the  proceeding  the  county  has  a  chance  of  be- 
ing represented  and  its  interests  can  be  protected.  To  avoid 
this,  availing  themselves  as  a  pretext,  of  the  limitation  in  the 
general  law,  parties  interested  have  found  it  convenient  to 
resort  to  Harrisburg,  and  there  without  notice  of  the  due 
consideration  which  a  judicial  inquiry  involves  to  obtain  spe- 
cial legislation  authorizing  the  laying  out  and  opening  of 
wide  and  expensive  avenues.  To  what  extent  this  system 
has  gone  will  appear  from  the  following  statement  taken 
from  a  communication  made  last  winter  by  the  County 
Commissioners  to  the  Senate.  It  is  a  statement  of  great  im- 
port. It  purports  to  be  a  return  of  the  amount  of  damages 
paid  or  adjudged  to  be  paid  by  the  county  for  opening  or 
widening  streets  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  wider  spC' 
cial  acts  of  Assembly,  since  the  1st  of  January,  1835.  It  is 
as  follows : 


Kensing-ton. 

Damaffe^ 

'  paid  and  awarded. 

Franklin  Street 

155,003- 

-Act  8  April,  1833. 

Duke 

23,003 

(( 

C£ 

Otter 

10,199 

U 

ti 

Allen 

2,525 

U 

U 

Oxford 

4,600 

(C 

iC 

Wash'n      " 

46,704 

u 

« 

Norris         " 

1,050 

C£ 

i6 

Moyamensing. 

Prime   Street 

28,449 

U 

27  Feb,  1838. 

Spring  Garden. 

Penn'a  Avenue 

27,870 

(i 

8  April,  1833. 

Columbia  " 

106,360 

it 

16  May,  1836 

Penn  Toivnship  &c 

Broad  Street 

25,714 

(6 

March,  1839. 

Northern  Liberties. 

Callowhill  Street 

29,305 

tt 

21  April,  1840 

Southrvark. 

Wharf  Street 

18,200 

§478,982 

Add  to  this  the  sum  of  §lil,636  fas  per  Report  to  Senate 
in  1834)  incurred  under  special  acts  prior  to  1835,  and  the 
aggregate  will  be  §620,618,  or  more  than  one-third  ( nearly 
one-half)  of  the  luhole  County  debt  thus  imposed.  It  is 
due  to  the  present  County  Board,  to  say,  that  during  the 
late  session  of  the  Legislature,  not  a  single  act  of  the  kind 
was  passed,  and  one  which  had  not  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion and  which  threatened  a  very  heavy  expense  was  re- 
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pealed.  The  committee  cannot  omit  the  exp  rssion  of  an 
earnest  hope  that  this  practice  may  never  again  be  resorted 
to.     The  prevention  is,  however,  with  the  people. 

It  would  be  far  better  to  extend  the  authority  of  the  courts 
tlian  by  fixing  limitation  to  the  width  of  the  streets,  to  give 
a  pretext  for  this  special  and  ill  considered  legislative  action. 
Then  at  least  the  parties  interested  to  resist  improvements, 
generally  recommended  by  local  views,  might  be  heard  and 
the  rights  of  the  public  through  its  constituted  local  authori- 
ties could  be  asserted  for  the  protection  of  tiic  public  treasury. 
And  not  only  is  this  mode  of  legislation  highly  injurious  to 
the  community  at  large,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  but  it  is 
palpably  partial  and  unjust.  Such  inequality  will  always 
exist  when  the  public  money  is  distributed  hy  those  who 
have  no  local  knowledge  to  guide  them.  The  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  General  Road  laws  in  their  application 
to  this  county  should  be  modified,  and  are  willing  even  to 
go  so  far  as  to  recommend  that  hereafter  no  new  streets  or 
roads  be  opened  or  widened,  unless  all  claims  for  damages 
against  the  county  be  released.  Then  those  who  find  their 
benefit  in  the  improvement  will  see  their  advantage  in  pay- 
ing for  it,  and  on  those  to  whom  it  is  an  advantage,  will  the 
burthen  fall  as  it  ought. 

The  inducement  so  much  relied  on  to  justify  these  heavy 
expenditures,  that  the  appreciation  of  property  by  the  widen- 
ing or  opening  of  a  street  or  road,  adds  to  the  revenue  of  the 
county  by  the  increase  of  assessment,  will  be  found  to  be 
illusory.  Besides,  if  there  be  such  an  appreciation  of  pro- 
perty, it  is  but  fair  that  those  who  are  thus  benefited  should 
pay  rateably  for  the  advantage  they  derive. 

The  committee  are  aware  how  ungracious  it  is  to  suggest 
to  an  active  and  enterprising  community  the  propriety  of  ar- 
resting what  are  called  improvements.  It  has  however  ceased 
to  be  a  matter  of  choice.  It  is  a  matter  of  strict  necessity — 
and  in  their  opinion,  until  the  public  credit  be  re-established 
and  the  public  revenue  equal  or  exceed  the  expenditure,  ?io 
more  streets  or  roads  at  the  County  expense  should  be  open- 
ed or  ■tmde7ied  by  either  the  Courts  or  the  Legislature. 

3.   The  Courts. 

The  average  expenses  of  the  Courts  of  this  County  for 
five  years  has  been  §54,803— being  in  1836  $43,704,  and 
in  1840  having  become  nearly  §66,000.  Of  this  amount 
(the  average)  the  Civil  Courts  cost  $20,902  ;  the  Courts  of 
Criminal  Jurisdiction  §33,902.  There  is  but  one  Criminal 
Court  and  at  least  four  Civil  Courts,  three  of  which  are  con- 
stantly in  session.  Since  1836  the  increase  of  expenditures 
in  the  Civil  Courts  has  been  about  §3,649 — that  of  the 
Criminal  Courts  §18,599. 

At  the  regular  session  of  the  County  Boad  their  attention 
was  especially  called  to  this  subject,  and  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberation was  the  reduction  of  the  estimates  for  the  expenses 
of  the  Criminal  Court  from  §65,000  to  §45,000,  and  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  that  within  that  limit  they  ought  to  be 
kept.  Should  these  expenses  go  on  increasing,  the  result 
will  necessarily  be  a  thorougli  and  complete  re-organization 
of  the  system,  and  cither  a  return  to  the  local  courts  which 
formerly  existed  or  the  institution  of  some  new  and  less  ex- 
pensive tribunals.  The  committee  has  no  desire  to  contem- 
plate either  of  these  results,  but  express  the  earnest  hope 
that  through  the  efficient  co-operation  of  the  Judges  and 
other  oflk-crs  of  the  ('ourt,  a  more  economical  administration 
of  Justice  may  be  effected. 

The  Judges  have  suggested  that  the  expense  of  carrying 
prisoners  to  and  from  prison  should  not  be  a  charge  on  the 
county,  but  should  be  defrayed  by  the  Shcrirt"  who  receives 
on  each  prosecution  a  taxed  fee  which  may  be  supposed  to 
have  been  intended  to  cover  such  ex[ienses.  In  this  sugges- 
tion the  committee  concur.  It  is  within  the  spirit  of  existing 
laws  and  ought  at  once  to  be  specially  and  expressly  pro- 
vided for.  The  cost  to  the  court,  of  transporting  prisoners, 
is  not  less  than  §1,400  per  annum,  which  might  thus  be  en- 
tirely saved.  There  are  other  minor  matters  connected  with 
the  police  expenses  of  the  Court  which  the  committee  do 
not  doubt  the  .Judges  are  sincerely  desirous  to  retrench,  and 
which  they  trust  will  not  bo  lost  sight  of. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  some  additional  accommo- 


dations could  not  be  given  generally  to  the  Courts  and  to 
the  public  officers,  but  in  the  present  state  of  the  county 
finances  the  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  no 
new  expense  of  this  or  any  other  kind  ought  now  to  be  in- 
curred. 

4.   The  Public  Schools. 

In  1836  the  expense  of  the  School  Department  was  §71,-' 
825.  In  1840  it  was  §151,022— and  the  appropriation  for 
1841  is  §165,000— or  an  average  in  six  years  of  §116,996. 
With  respect  to  a  diminution  of  this  part  of  the  public  ex- 
penditure a  diflercnce  of  opinion  exists  in  the  committee, 
which  will  prevent  them  (their  desire  being  that  all  the  sug- 
gestions they  make  should  be  considered  the  suggestions  of 
the  whole  committee,)  from  further  indicating  their  views 
than  by  urging  on  the  controllers  of  the  Schools  the  neces- 
sity of  such  rigid  economy  in  their  disbursements  as  will  not 
interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  S5'stem.  No  difference  of 
opinion  can  exist  as  to  the  beneficial  operation  of  the  system 
of  common  schools — no  imputation  is  meant  to  be  directed 
by  any  one  of  the  committee  at  the  past  or  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  existing  system,  but  as  friends  of  the  system 
and  in  view  of  existing  and  prospective  embarrassments  in 
our  public  finances,  the  possible  withholding  of  the  State 
appropriation  from  inability  to  pay  it,  and  other  considera- 
tions, we  do  no  more  than  our  duty  in  expressing  the  con- 
viction that  the  greatest  danger  which  threatens  the  School 
system  among  us  is  from  the  increase  of  expenditure,  and 
with  it  the  increase  of  the  public  burthens.  The  following 
statement  shows  the  expenses  and  results  of  the  system  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years : 

Cost  of  Schools  chargeable  on  County.  Scholars. 

1836  71,825  11,127 

1837  59,999  17,000 

1838  97,383  18,794 

1839  156,748  21,968 

1840  151,022  23,192 

1841  appropriation      165,000  estimated    27,500 

5.  The  Prisons, 

The  annual  charge  on  the  County  for  Prisons  exclusive 
of  the  interest  on  the  Prison  loans  and  new  buildings  for 
the  last  five  years,  has  been  §56,339.  Add  the  interest  on 
the  prison  loan  v§3,840  and  it  amounts  to  §60,179,  The 
appropriation  for  1841,  is  63,3-10,  thus  distributed  : 

County  Prison — convict  department  §16,000 

vagrant  20,000 

"           debtors  2,500 

Fuel 2,000 

Eastern  Penitentiary 10,000 

House  of  Refuge 9,000 

Interest  on  loan 3,840 


ig63,340 


Of  the  prison  expenses  of  any  given  year  (1840  for  ex- 
ample) the  following  distribution  may  be  made  : 
Expenses  ofsupportofvagrants  and  untried  prisoners  §18,881 
"  "  convicts,  (county  prison)         25,000 

"  "  "         (E.  Penitentiary)         8,042 

"  House  of  Refuge  9,000 

Miscellaneous  6,547 

Interest  1,596 


§69,066 


Of  the  economy  of  the  prison  system  in  this  county  the 
committee  have  had  no  means  of  judging,  but  they  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  a  proper  supervision  of  expenditure  is 
maintained. 

By  the  present  law  no  convict  can  be  sentenced  to  the 
county  prison  for  a  greater  term  than  two  years.  All  whose 
sentences  go  beyond  that  term,  are  sent  to  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary.  The  committee  confess  themselves  unable  to 
sec  why  under  the  existing  penal  system  this  distinction 


1841.] 


FINANCES  OF  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 


19? 


should  be  made,  and  two  prisons  similarly  administered  be 
chargeable  on  the  county.  Without,  however,  considering 
this  question,  they  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  considerations 
of  palpable  economy  exist  to  induce  the  Legislature  to  ex- 
tend the  limitation  and  authorize  sentences  for  four  or  five 
years  to  be  made  to  the  county  prison.  The  efiect  of  the 
present  law  in  connexion  with  the  system  of  solitary  confine- 
ment with  labor,  is  to  fill  the  prisons  with  those  who  merely 
serve  an  unprofitable  apprenticeship.  By  the  time  the  trade 
is  learned  and  the  prisoner  ceases  in  his  inexperience  to  be 
wasteful,  his  term  of  service  expires,  and  he  is  succeeded  by 
some  other  who  is  to  be  an  equal  burthen.  Out  of  an  average  of 
two  hundred  prisoners  in  the  county  prison  not  more  than  one 
half  are  working  hands — hence  a  disproportionate  expense 
of  this  department. 

The  committee  are  happ}'  to  state  that  a  renewed  efl!brt 
is  contemplated  by  those  who  administer  the  prisons  to  re- 
trench the  expenses,  and  that  at  the  county  prison  to  which 
their  attention  has  been  mainly  directed,  a  confident  hope  is 
entertained  that  considerable  reductions  will  be  effected. — 
The  same  disposition  exists  at  the  Eastern  Penitentiary.  In 
one  particular,  however,  no  control  can  be  exercised  by  the 
Inspectors.  So  long  as  magistrates  are  permitted  to  imprison 
for  "  further  hearing"  and  then  discharge  on  payment  of 
costs,  or  indeed  so  long  as  the  power  of  imprisonment  even 
finally  for  trivial  offences  is  exercised  without  supervision, 
the  burthen  of  prison  expenses  cannot  be  materially  lighten- 
ed. A  power  should  be  at  one  given  to  the  Judges  in  con- 
junction with  the  Inspectors  periodically  to  examine  the 
causes  of  commitment,  and  discharge  such  prisoners  as  in 
their  sound  discretion,  may  be  deemed  proper  objects  for 
their  interposition.  Any  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  course 
pursued  in  relation  to  prisoners  thus  committed,  will  see  the 
necessary  effect  of  such  a  measure. 

The  laws  too  on  the  subject  of  vagrancy  should  be  com- 
pletely revised. 

6.  Board  of  Health. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  examine  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  department  in  detail,  but  they  have  been 
prevented  by  want  of  time  from  doing  more  than  stating  re- 
sults. Since  1836  the  amount  paid  directly  by  the  County 
for  the  support  of  the  Health  establishment  is  $54,000 — or 
an  average  of  $10,800  for  five  years.  This,  however,  is  un- 
derstood to  have  been  caused  by  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Cholera  Debt,  and  the  purchase  of  the  present  Health  Office 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  no  requisition  for  either  the 
current,  or  the  ensuing  year.  Appended  to  this  Report  is  a 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Health,  in  reply  to  a  call 
from  the  committee.  It  was,  however,  received  too  late  to 
allow  the  committee  to  examine  it  with  the  attention  it  de- 
serves. The  committee  are  unable  to  form  any  judgment 
on  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  communication.  They, 
however,  sincerely  hope  that  the  anticipation  of  the  Board 
as  to  an  increasing  revenue  and  diminished  expenditure, 
may  be  realized,  and  that  nothing  will  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with 'such  a  strict  economy  of  resources  as  in  this  and 
every  department  of  the  county  administration  is  so  much 
needed. 

lY.—  The  Funded  Debt. 

Although  not  strictly  among  the  objects  referred  to  the 
committee,  the  subject  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  county  is 
entitled  at  least  to  an  incidental  notice  at  their  hands.  A 
vast  amount  of  capital  has  been  voluntarily  invested  in  it, 
and  under  the  authority  of  law  it  is  made  an  investment  for 
the  property  of  minors,  trustees,  and  others  whose  rights  the 
law  means  to  protect.  It  is  distributed  in  sums  varying  from 
§100,000  to  S50,000— and  is  held  by  citizens  as  well  as 
foreigners.  Its  amount  as  above  stated  is  §1,498,000  and 
the  annual  amount  of  interest  on  it  is  in  round  numbers,  the 
rate  being  five  and  six  per  cent.  §85,000.  The  security  on 
which  it  rests  is  the  legal  obligation  of  the  county  as  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation  which  may  be  enforced  by  legal  process, 
and  the  personal  and  real  estate  of  the  whole  city  and  county 
worth  at  the  last  assessment  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 


fifty  millions  of  dollars.     Its  price  as  a  marketable  article  id 
80  for  the  100  of  five  per  cents,  and  par  for  the  six  per  cents. 

The  first  matter  which  has  attracted  the  observation  of  the 
committee  is  the  market  value  of  the  county  stock  relatively 
to  other  securities  of  the  same  description.  The  State  5  per 
cents,  command  the  same  price,  whilst  the  city  stock  (5  per 
cents.)  commands  a  much  higher  price,  the  last  sales  known 
to  the  committee  being  98  for  a  par  of  $100.  No  other 
comparison  with  reference  to  ultimate  security  can  be  made 
with  state  stock  than  tliis,  the  only  security  for  state  debt  is 
the  public  faith  as  pledged  by  law  without  any  mode  by  pro- 
cess of  law  to  enforce  its  payment.  Against  the  city  and 
the  county,  there  is  a  mode  of  enforcing  liability  of  equal 
efficacy.  The  interest  on  each  is  punctually  paid  in  coin  or 
its  equivalent. 

The  value  of  the  county  stock  in  the  foreign  market  may 
depend  on  a  variety  of  considerations  too  minute  to  be  here 
detailed.  Superior  facilities  may  be  given  for  the  disposal  of 
the  city  stocks — the  relation  of  the  City  as  a  municipal  corpo« 
ration  may  be  better  defined  and  more  intelligible  to  distant 
capitalists  than  those  of  the  county — but  there  are  causes 
operating  on  the  credit  of  the  county  at  home  more  palpa- 
ble, and  which  may  be  easily  obviated.  The  two  that  most 
naturally  suggest  themselves  are  the  want  of  such  an  organi- 
zation of  county  officers  as  to  inspire  full  confidence  that  its 
financial  condition  is  the  object  of  careful  guardianship  and 
supervision —  and  above  all  the  want  of  a  secure  provision 
by  law  for  the  ultimate  liquidation  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt. 

To  the  latter  part  the  committee  has  mainly  directed  their 
attention.  It  will  require  and  no  doubt  command  the  early 
attention  of  the  Legislature. 

Two  plans  have  occurred  to  the  committee,  the  one  re- 
quiring the  consent  of  the  loan  holders  and  therefore  not  so 
easily  accomplished.  The  other  a  measure  which  only  needs 
legislative  sanction  to  carry  it  into  full  effect. 

The  loans  of  the  county  are  payable  at  different  times  be- 
tween 1860  and  1873,  and  bear  a  different  rate  of  interest, 
the  largest  portion  however  being  at  5  per  cent.  It  would 
be  very  desirable  to  consolidate  these  loans  and  to  defer  the 
period  of  their  payment  to  such  a  time  as  to  make  an  annu- 
al appropriation  to  the  sinking  fund  as  little  burthensome  as 
possible.  In  this  way  the  sinking  fund  would  be  made 
part  of  the  contract.  This  would  probably  be  an  inducement 
to  the  loan  holders  to  agree  to  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of 
interest  on  certain  portions  of  the  loan,  so  as  to  make  the 
whole  consolidated  loan  bear  an  interest  of  5  per  cent.  If 
the  loan  be  made  reimbursable  in  1880,  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  §35,000  to  a  sinking  fund  would  entirely  dis- 
charge it. 

If  this  plan  be  not  adopted,  provision  ought  to  be  made 
without  delay  for  the  punctual  liquidation  of  the  existing 
debt.  A  law  ought  at  once' to  be  passed  creating  a  commis- 
sion for  this  purpose,  and  the  committee  believe  with  the 
sinking  fund  should  be  combined  an  interest  fund,  which 
would  secure  beyond  all  doubt,  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
interest  as  it  fell  due.  The  features  of  the  plan  the  commit- 
tee recommend  are  the  following  : 

1.  That  certain  portions  of  secure  revenue  be  not  only 
pledged  but  actually  paid  over  to  commissioners,  to  be  called 
Commissioners  of  the  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund. 

The  proceeds  of  the  taxes  for  the  current  year  will  not  be 
less  than  §500,000.  The  amount  of  interest  payable  in  specie 
will  not  exceed  §55,000.  Not  less  than  §35,000  should  be 
applied  to  a  sinking  fund,  making  in  all  §120,000.  This 
sum  from  the  tax  income  as  it  is  realized  should  be  paid 
over  to  the  commissioners. 

2.  These  commissioners  should  be  required  to  invest  the 
moneys  thus  paid  over  to  them,  either  by  the  purchase  of 
the  county  stock,  at  a  price  not  above  par,  or  in  such  other 
certain  public  securities  as  may  be  designated.  They  should 
also  at  such  times  as  the  half  yearly  payments  of  interest  are 
to  be  made,  realize  and  pay  over  to  the  treasury,  the  amount 
required  to  meet  the  same. 

3.  The  commissioners  should  be  public  officers,  so  select- 
ed as  to  combine  as  far  as  possible  permanent  official  tenure 
with  a  direct  responsibility  to  the  public,  whose  interests 
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they  are  to  guard.  They  should  not  be  so  numerous  as  to 
make  it  difficult  to  convoke  them.  The  committee  indicate 
the  following  persons  as  combining  these  qualifications: — 
The  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  the  Senators  for  the  time  being,  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

The  committee  do  not  doubt  that  such  an  enactment 
would  have  an  immediate  and  material  effect  on  the  public 
credit  and  the  value  of  the  county  stocks.  It  is  due  to  the 
public  creditors,  to  those  who  relying  merely  on  the  public 
faith,  have  advanced  their  money  to  defray  expenses  which 
the  county  has  deliberately  incurred.  It  is  due  also  to  those 
who  are  to  come  after  us  that  the  day  of  payment  of  the 
debt  we  have  incurred  should  be  anticipated,  and  the  promise 
to  pay  be  not  found  to  be  illusory.  The  committee  would 
be  willing  to  go  one  step  further,  and  as  representatives  of 
the  city  and  county,  by  statute  forbid  any  further  increase  of 
the  city  or  county  debt,  without  special  legislative  authority, 
and  extend  the  prohibition  to  all  the  incorporated  districts  of 
the  county,  a  maximum  first  being  ascertained  which  sound 
economy  might  justify  or  actual  necessity  require. 

Such  measures  as  these  with  such  a  re-organization  of  the 
county  administration  as  may  be  needed  or  even  without  it, 
will  re- animate  its  credit,  and  make  its  stock  as  eligible  as 
that  of  any  municipal  corporation  in  the  Union. 

Connected  with  this,  the  committee  will  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board,  to  the  last  matter  which  they  have  been 
able  to  consider,  viz : 

V. — The  re-organization  of  the  County  Board,  &c. 

Until  the  year  1834  the  affairs  of  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia were  administered  wholly  by  three  commissioners, 
one  of  whom  was  elected  annually  by  the  people.  The  com- 
missioners appointed  the  Treasurer.  In  1835  the  County 
Board  was  created  by  law.  It  consisted  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  for  the  time  being  in  the  Legislature  from 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  The  functions  of  this 
Board  have  varied  from  time  to  time,  and  arc  now  merely 
to  fix  the  rate  per  centum  of  tax  and  authorize  loans,  the 
proceeds  of  which  they  can  specifically  appropriate.  Over 
the  proceeds  of  taxes  they  have  no  control.  The  Treasurer 
is  now  elected  by  the  people. 

This  system,  however  defective  in  detail,  has  unquestion- 
ably operated  very  successfully.  The  supervision  of  the 
Board  has  been  salutary.  It  may,  however,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  be  made  still  more  direct  by  giving  to  the 
Board  the  power  of  specifically  appropriating  the  proceeds  of 
the  taxes  as  well  as  of  the  loans,  and  requiring  of  them  con- 
stant and  periodical  meetings.  Loans  are  no  less  burthens 
on  the  people  than  taxes,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
proceeds  of  the  one  should  be  more  exempt  from  control  in 
its  disbursement  than  the  other.  If  with  this  power  conferred 
on  the  Board  its  members  be  required  to  meet,  at  least  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  at  stated  periods,  and  the 
condition  of  the  county  affairs  be  submitted  to  them,  far 
greater  confidence  would  be  reposed  in  the  county  adminis- 
tration and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  system  be 
rendered  as  efficient  as  possible. 

The  committee  in  concluding  this  report  earnestly  com- 
mend the  facts  stated  in  it  to  the  attentive  consideration  of' 
the  Board  and  their  fellow  citizens.  They  are  in  every  way 
worthy  of  it.  They  have  been  stated  candidly  and  in  a 
spirit  of  entire  impartiality.  In  the  suggestions  they  make, 
the  committee  are  unanimous.  Every  matter  of  opinion  on 
which  the  committee  have  differed  has  been  purposely  sup- 
pressed, in  order  that  the  suggestions  they  have  made  should 
have  the  full  effect  which  unanimity  alone  can  give  them. 
No  political  feeling  has  had  influence  with  the  committee, 
and  none,  they  are  sure  will  operate  on  the  Board. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  by  the  committee  that  some,  if  not  all 
the  measures  of  retrenchment  and  reform  which  they  have  re- 
commended, will  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
William  B.  Reed,  "^ 
E.  A.  Penniman,        V    Committee. 
William  Bonsall,   j 

Philadelphia,  September  13,  1841. 

J^ational  Gazette. 


Curious  Discovery* 

A  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce 
writing  from  Canandaigua,  says  : 

"  A  discovery  has  been  made  in  this  part  of  the  country 
which  has  excited  no  little  curiositj\  A  sturdy  oak,  one  of 
the  primeval  settlers,  had  been  felled,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing converted  into  ship  timber.  During  the  process  of  saw- 
ing, a  number  of  incisions  were  discovered  which  had  evi- 
dently been  made  with  some  sharp  instrument  of  iron  or 
steel,  and  these  cuts  were  found  to  be  400  grains  from  the 
outer  bark,  each  grain  being  the  growth  of  one  year.  Ac- 
cording to  this  idea,  this  country  must  have  been  traversed 
400  years  ago  by  men  accustomed  to  the  use  of  iron  and 
steel  instruments ;  but  whether  of  their  own  manufacturing 
or  not,  must  at  present  remain  a  mystery," 


Boston  ami  Maine  Railroad. 

The  cars  were  run  Wednesday,  for  the  first  time,  into 
Dover,  with  about  200  stockholders  and  passengers.  The 
first  run  was  very  successful.  After  about  five  hours  spent 
in  that  large  and  beautiful  village,  they  returned  to  the  city 
at  7  o'clock.  The  road  will  be  open  for  the  public  in  a  few 
days.  We  learn  that  the  company  contemplate  continuing 
the  road,  this  fall,  to  the  line  of  the  State,  and  Great  Falls. 
Boston  Mercantile  Journal,  Sep.  2. 


Crime  in  New  Orleans* 

During  the  late  session  of  the  New  Orleans  Criminal 
Court,  commencing  December  21st,  1840,  and  ending  July 
30th,  184i,  there  were  314  cases  tried.  Of  that  number, 
82  were  acquitted  and  232  convicted.  It  thus  appears  that 
three  fourths  of  those  who  are  tried,  are  convicted.  Of  those 
convicted,  97  were  for  larceny,  70  for  assault  and  battery,  6 
for  burglary,  4  for  robbery,  16  for  various  kinds  of  forgery,  9 
for  "  contravention  of  law"  by  free  colored  persons,  5,  for 
pocket  picking,  3  for  slave  stealing,  2  for  manslaughter,  and 
1  for  murder. — .A''.  O.  Bee. 


Vermont  and  the  United.  States  Bank. 

In  the  list  of  States  where  the  stock  of  the  United  States 
Bank  vcas  held,  six  shares  were  set  down  to  Vermont.  These 
six  shares  belong  to  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  war  who 
resides  at  Bennington,  and  is  now  ninety-two  years  old.  Ho 
was  a  subscriber  to  the  first  National  Bank.  When  that 
became  local  and  the  old  United  States  bank  was  incorpo- 
rated, he  placed  his  money  in  the  latter.  When  that  be- 
came extinct  and  the  thirty-five  million  bank  was  incorpo- 
rated, he  again  transferred  his  money.  Now,  his  money  and 
the  policy  of  a  National  Bank,  have  come  to  an  end  together. 


Sliipment  of  Ice. 

There  arc  sixteen  companies  now  engaged  in  the  business 
of  shipping  ice  in  Boston.  They  formerly  sold  ice  in  New 
Orleans  at  six  cents  a  pound  ;  but  now  sell  it  at  one  cent, 
and  by  the  consequent  increase  of  consumption  and  the 
quantity  prevented  from  melting  by  despatch  of  sales,  they 
make  four  dollars  now  where  they  made  one  formerly. — 
The  ice  is  sawed  into  square  blocks  not  less  than  twelve 
inches  thick,  and  is  packed  into  vessels  with  straw  and  hay, 
boxed  with  thin  lumber  made  air  light.  One  Boston  com- 
pany paid  $7,000  last  year  for  the  straw  and  hay  they  used 
ibr  packing. — Bo.iton  Jwper. 


Coal  and  Iron»-Valual}lc  Discovcrj-. 

The  report  mentioned  by  the  Williamsport  Banner,  that 
deposits  of  anthracite  coal  and  iron  ore  had  been  discovered 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hancock,  in  this  State,  is  confirmed.  The 
estate  upon  which  it  has  been  found  it  is  said,  belongs  to 
Mr.  Caton,  who  is  making  extensive  arrangements  for  work- 
ing the  mines.  The  mines  lie  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  caual. 


1841.] 
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Attorney  General's  Opinion  on  the  Revenue  Liaw 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Attorney  General's  Office, 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  4,  1841. 

JoHS  GiLMORE,  Esquire,  State  Treasurer. 

Dear  Sir — Having  returned  home  a  few  days  ago,  I  avail 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  that  occurs,  to  answer  the 
inquiries  submitted  to  me,  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  August, 
more  fully  and  explicitly  than  I  had  time  to  do  in  the  brief 
reply  which  I  furnished  you,  on  the  same  day  that  yours  was 
put  into  my  hands. 

I  regretted  at  the  time,  that  the  very  few  moments  allowed 
me  for  the  preparation  of  that  reply,  before  starting  on  a 
journey  of  some  distance,  would  render  it  necessary  that  I 
should  trouble  you  with  a  more  complete  and  detailed  an- 
swer. You  will  find  that  my  opinion  expressed  in  both  my 
former  and  present  letters  rests  upon  the  same  basis. 

Your  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  "  proper  construction" 
of  certain  sections  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  Ma}',  1841,  en- 
titled "  an  act  to  provide  revenue  to  meet  the  demands  on 
the  Treasury,  and  for  other  purposes,"  are  as  follows :  (See 
Vol.  IV.  page  297.) 

1st,  "  Section  26.  In  distributing  the  amount  of  Loan 
not  taken  among  the  accepting  banks,  it  is  not  essential  that 
such  distribution  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  7th  Section] 
Or  in  compliance  with  such  distribution  can  any  one  bank 
take  a  larger  amount  than  its  proportion  as  designated  in  the 
7th  Section? 

2d.  "  Section  28.  In  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  act 
referred  to,  is  it  not  essential  that  this  section  be  complied 
with  by  giving  the  proper  notice  within  forty  days  after  its 
passage  ]  Or  can  a  bank  incorporated  since  the  expiration 
of  forty  days  now  legally  accept. 

Sd.  "  Is  the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  any  notes,  not  issued  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  several  provisions  of  the  act  before  referred  to  ?" 

It  is  not  to  be  questioned,  that  the  interests  depending 
upon  these  propositions,  are  of  great  magnitude.  Appro- 
priations to  pay  numerous  classes  of  meritorious  public 
creditors— to  pay  pensions  and  gratuities — to  sustain  the 
Common  Schools — Orphan  Asylums — House  of  Refuge, 
and  Asylums  for  tho  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb — to  keep  the 
railroads  and  canals  in  repair,  and  to  carry  on  operations 
upon  them,  and  indeed  for  all  the  purposes  of  government, 
must  be  deeply  aflecled  by  any  solution  to  these  questions, 
which  the  proper  authorities  see  fit  in  their  measures  to  give. 
That  the  consideration  of  this  subject  is  wholly  free  from 
embarrassment,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  presume,  or  else  you 
would  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  these  in- 
quiries to  me. 

Before  I  proceed  to  give  specific  answers  to  each  question, 
I  will  briefly  advert  to  a  few  general  rules  of  construction 
applicable  to  this  case,  which  have  been  repeatedly  recog- 
nized not  only  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunals  in  this  coun- 
try, and  in  that  from  which  we  derive  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  laws,  but  by  the  universal  concurrence  of  the 
common  sense  of  mankind. 

I  do  not  suppose  these  general  rules  will  be  for  a  moment 
disputed  by  any  one,  nor  do  I  think  there  is  much  more 
ground  for  denying  their  application  in  the  present  instance ;  i 
of  that,  however,  t  will  presently  afford  you  the  clearest  de- 
monstration. The  following  rules  of  construction  furnish 
us  with  a  complete  guide  in  our  present  inquiry,  and  as  I 
think,  remove  all  difficulty  that  might  be  supposed  to  exist. 

1.  That  a  legislative  act  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  apparent  upon  its  face. — 
Wilkinson  vs.  Leland,  2  Peters'  Reports,  p.  262. 

2.  That  a  law  is  the  best  expositor  of  itself;  that  every 
part  of  an  act  is  to  be  taken  into  view,  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  the  mind  of  the  Legislature,  and  that  the  details 
of  one  part  may  contain  regulations  restricting  the  extent  of  I 
general  expressions  used  in  another  part  of  the  same  act. — 
Pennington  vs.  Coxe,  2  Cranch  Reports,  p.  33. 

3.  That  the  consequences  are  to  bo  considered  in  ex- 1 
pounding  laws  where  the  intent  is  doubtful.  United  States  [ 
vs,  Fisher,  2  Cranch  Reports,  p.  358.  I 


4.  Laws  are  construed  liberally  to  give  a  remedy  or  effect 
an  object  declared  in  the  law.  Whitney  vs.  Emmet,  1  Bald- 
win Reports,  p.  31G. 

5.  Positive  and  explicit  provisions,  comprehending  in 
terms  a  whole  class  of  cases,  are  not  to  be  restrained  by  ap- 
plying to  those  cases  an  implication  drawn  from  subsequent 
words,  unless  that  implication  be  very  clear,  necessary  and 
irresistible.     Faw  vs.  Maistiller,  2  Cranch  Reporter,  p.  23. 

Let  us  now  with  these  rules  before  us,  drawn  from  the 
highest  judicial  authority  in  this  country,  proceed  to  examine 
with  great  brevity,  into  the  general  nature  and  object  of  the 
Act  of  Assembly  under  consideration.  The  first  section 
provides  that  the  Governor  shall  be  authorized  to  negotiate 
a  loan,  on  certain  terms,  terms  therein  specified,  for  the  re- 
payment of  which  the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth  is  pledg- 
ed to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $3,100,000.  The  second 
section  provides  that  the  several  banks  of  this  Common- 
wealth, except  those  hereafter  excepted,  whenever  called 
upon  by  the  Governor,  shall  be  authorized  to  subscribe  to 
the  stock  hereby  created,  and  upon  paying  the  amount  into 
the  State  Treasury,  in  notes  of  a  certain  description  set  forth, 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  amount,  in  the  books  of 
the  Auditor  General,  in  conformity  to  the  first  section. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  sections  prescribe  the 
manner  in  which  said  notes  shall  be  redeemed,  and  penalties 
in  case  of  failure,  &c.  &c. 

The  seventh  section  restricts  the  banks  to  certain  amounts 
which  they  shall  be  allowed  to  subscribe  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  their  respective  capitals.  The  eighth  section 
provides  the  manner  in  wliich  the  notes  shall  be  receivable. 
The  ninth  and  tenth  sections  relate  to  taxes :  the  eleventh, 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  authorize  any  bank  of  this 
Commonwealth,  except  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
transfer  portions  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  State  upon  the 
books  of  the  Auditor  General,  and  to  issue  notes  of  a  de- 
nomination not  less  than  five  dollars  on  the  credit  of  the 
same.  The  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  sections  specially  ap- 
propriate the  amount  of  the  lean  to  the  general  purpose  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  denounce  certain  penalties  on  its  mis- 
application. The  eighteenth  section  prescribes  how  the  form 
of  the  notes  shall  be  fixed  and  the  intervening  sections,  in- 
cluding the  twenty-fifth  confer  certain  privileges  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  twenty-sixth  section  im- 
poses penalties  on  the  Banks  refusing  to  take  the  Loan  ;  and 
provides  that  the  omission  or  refusal  of  any  such  bank  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  affect  the  right  or  privileges  hereby  con- 
ferred on  the  banks  complying  with  the  same,  but  the  amount 
of  the  said  loan  not  taken  may  be  distributed  among  the 
other  banks  of  the  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  pro- 
portions designated  in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act. 

The  twenty-seventh  section  prescribes  certain  penalties 
on  Banks  refusing  to  deposit  State  stock.  The  twenty-eighth 
section  provides  that  the  several  banks  desirous  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  notify  tho 
Governor  in  writing,  within  forty  days  after  its  passage,  of 
their  willingness  to  comply  with  the  same;  and  the  twenty- 
ninth  section  points  out  how  the  banks  shall  be  notified  of 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  making  an  abstract  of  this 
law,  because  I  deem  it  material  to  take  all  its  provisions  into 
consideration,  in  determining  the  construction  of  those  sec- 
tions to  which  you  have  invited  my  attention.  Some  of  these 
provisions  are  obscure,  and  some  appear  to  conflict  with 
others  in  meaning;  but  when  we  take  a  comprehensive 
view  of  all  parts  of  this  law  together  as  a  whole,  the  diffi- 
culty vanishes,  and  the  sense  is  clear. 

The  great  leading  object  of  this  law,  manifestly  apparent 
in  every  provision,  was  to  "  provide  revemie  to  meet  the  de- 
ma?ids  oil  the  Treasicri/."  It  is  a  fact  known  to  the  world 
that  independent  of  this  law,  no  mode  was  devised  by  the 
Legislature  to  supply  the  pecuniary  means  for  redeeming 
the  plighted  faith  and  honor  of  the  Slate,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  affairs  of  the  government,  so  far  as  the  appropriations 
contained  in  it  were  essential  to  this  end.  If  the  method 
adopted  by  this  bill  to  supply  the  exhausted  treasury  wholly 
failed,  the  salutary  objects  to  which  it  made  appropriations, 
of  courae  failed  in  the  adequate  means  of  completion,  for 
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no  other  resources  were  furnisheJ.  Had  this  calamity  be- 
fallen us,  it  would  have  been  indeed  a  dark  and  disgraceful 
hour  for  Pennsylvania.  The  Legislature  surely  intended  to 
avert  it;  surely  believed  the  privileges  conferred  upon  the 
Banks  would  induce  these  institutions  to  seize  with  avidity 
the  boon  it  presented. 

Hardly  a  man  doubted  at  the  passage  of  this  law,  that  the 
Loan  would  be  promptly  taken  and  paid  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  it.  Lest  some  of  the  banks  however,  might  hap- 
pen to  refuse  or  omit  to  accept  of  the  law,  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  provide  in  the  twenty-sixth  section,  that  such 
refusal  or  omission  should  not  aflect  the  rights  or  privileges 
of  the  complying  banks,  but  that  the  amount  not  taken, 
might  be  distributed  amongst  them.  From  some  cause  not 
material  to  ascertain,  few  of  the  banks  have  seen  fit  to  take 
their  due  portion  of  the  loan,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  it 
remains  to  be  taken.  There  are,  I  understand,  a  few  of  the 
banks  ready  and  willing  to  take  a  considerable  share  of  the 
part  remaining  to  be  taken,  and  the  important  question  now 
presented  is  whether  they  are  authorized  to  do  so  by  law. 
This,  I  understand  to  be  the  substance  of  your  first  inquiry. 
In  answering  your  question,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state 
my  belief,  that  the  Legislature  did  not  anticipate  so  general 
a  refusal  or  omission  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  take  their 
due  proportion  of  the  loan,  as  has  actually  occurred  ;  but 
it  certainly  did  anticipate  that  some  indefinite  number  might 
do  so,  and  it  provided  for  the  contingency  by  directing  the 
distribution  of  the  balance  among  the  others.  This  pro- 
vision it  seems  to  me,  clearly  settles  the  principles  on  which 
the  Legislature  intended  to  have  this  loan  disposed  of.  It 
was  to  be  taken  at  all  events,  if  not  by  all  the  banks,  by  a 
part  of  the  banks,  and  whether  that  part  should  be  the  half, 
the  quarter,  or  a  single  bank  is  not  specified.  'J'he  number 
was  left  to  be  fixed  by  circumstances.  But  we  arc  met  at 
the  threshold  of  the  inquiry  witli  this  supposed  difficulty; 
that  the  untakcn  portion  of  the  loan  is  to  be  distributed 
among  the  other  banks :  "  according  to  the  proportion  de- 
signated in  the  seventh  section  of  tliis  act."  And  it  is  sup- 
posed the  seventh  section  limits  the  banks  to  the  proportion- 
ate amount  on  their  respective  capitals  therein  mentioned, 
and  that  under  no  circumstances  can  any  bank  take  more. 

Let  us  inquire  how  far  the  seventh  section  of  this  act  can 
be  considered  a  limitation  upon  the  banks  which  take  the 
residue  of  the  loan,  omitted  or  refused  by  the  others.  It  is 
obvious  to  the  most  cursory  observer,  that  the  seventh  sec- 
tion was  introduced  to  regulate  and  control  the  subdivision 
of  the  loan,  on  the  supposition  that  all  the  banks  would  be 
desirous  to  take  their  "due  proportion"  of  it.  It  graduates 
the  proportions  so  as  to  allow  each  bank  to  obtain  a  just  and 
reasonable  share,  and  to  prevent  the  monopolizing  of  the 
whole  loan  by  a  few  banks,  while  there  were  others  willing 
to  come  in  for  their  equal  part. 

This  is  clear  from  the  language  of  the  seventh  section, 
even   independent  of  the  reason  of  it,  by  which   this  con- 
struction is  fully  warranted  and   indeed   rendered   incontro- 
vertible. How  else  will  such  language  as  this  be  interpreted? 
"  No  bank  shall  be  allowed  to  subscribe  for  a  larger  amount 
of  the   loan   authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  nor 
shall  any  bank  of  this  Commonwealth  (wlicther  such  bank 
is  liable  to  the  payment  of  a  tax  on  their  dividends,  or  is 
exempt  from  such  [)aymcnt)  issue  a  larger  amount  of  notes, 
authorized  by  any  portion  of  this  act,  than  as  follows,"  &c. 
&c.     Had  the  several  hanks,  as  the  Legislature  expected, 
taken  their  "due  proportion"  of  the  loan,  the  limitation  in 
this  seventh  section,  would  have  been  wise  and  salutary  ; 
but  when  any  considerable  number  of  the  banks  refuse  or 
omit  to  take  their  proportions,  and  the  residue  is  distributed 
among  the  others,  this  limitation  becomes  not  only  unrea- 
sonable, but  it,  in  truth,  defeats  the  very  object  of  the  law. 
It  reduces  tlie  sum  whic-li  each  bank  may  take  to  so  small 
an  amount,  that  althougli  there  may  be  several  willing  to 
accept  the  whole  balance  untakcn,  yet  they  cannot  do  it, 
because  it  is  prohibited  by  the  very  law  that  directs  it  to  be 
done  !     We  sI\ould  not  attribute  to  any  act  of  the  liCgisla- 
lure,  so  absurd  an  operation,  unless  constrained  to  it,  by  the 
most  positive  language.     Happily  such  is  not  the  case  here. 
When  wo  consider  the  seventh  section  in  conjunction  with 


the  twenty-sixth,  we  perceive  at  once  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  sound  policy  of  these  provisions. 

I  have  shown  the  object  and  meaning  of  the  seventh  sec- 
tion; now  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  twenty-sixth, 
which  provides  for  quite  another  state  of  things.  A  large 
portion  of  the  banks,  having  refused  to  take  their  due  pro- 
portion of  the  loan,  can  the  balance  be  distributed  among 
the  others,  in  case  the  proportion  of  each  or  any  of  them, 
exceed  that  designated  in  the  seventh  section  1  I  think  it 
can.  I  think  it  is  clear  that  the  reference  in  the  twenty- 
sixth  section  to  the  proportions  designated  in  the  seventh, 
is  not  for  the  purpose  of  absolute  limitation,  but  for  pre- 
cisely the  same  purpose,  applied  to  the  banks  among  which 
the  residue  is  distributed,  as  it  is  used  for,  in  the  seventh 
section,  among  the  banks  that  subscvil<e,  to  wit,  as  a  rule  of 
fair  and  equitable  division.  It  is  designated  to  place  the 
banks  taking  the  loan,  in  both  contingencies,  on  exactly  the 
same  relative  ground  to  each  other. 

This  construction  reconciles  the  apparent  conflict  of  these 
two  sections,  renders  them  both  reasonable  and  practicable, 
gives  effect  to  the  law  and  accomplishes  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  Legislature  in  passing  it.  Any  other  con- 
struction renders  one  or  both  of  these  sections  impracticable, 
inconsistent  and  nugatory.  I  cannot  therefore,  doubt  that 
the  portion  of  the  loan  not  taken,  may  be  distributed  among 
those  banks  of  the  Commonwealth,  willing  to  accept  in  the 
proportions  relative  to  each  other,  de.signated  in  the  seventh 
section,  but  not  limiting  these  banks  to  the  per  centage  on 
their  capitals  designated  in  said  seventh  section,  if  that  per 
centage  be  insufficient  to  consume  the  entire  residue  of  the 
loan. 

In  answer  to  the  second  subject  of  your  inquiry,  I  state 
as  my  opinion,  that  any  bank  desirous  to  avail  itself  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  in  question,  must  show  that  substanti- 
ally at  least,  it  has  notified  the  Governor  in  writing  of  its 
willingness  to  accept  and  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  Such  is  the  requisition  of  the  law,  and  if  complied  with 
substantially,  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  precise  form  is  re- 
quired, nor  that  any  specific  officer  is  directed  to  keep  the 
notice.  If  it  be  given  by  authority,  which  the  bank  pre- 
viously or  subsequently  recognizes  and  sanctions,  I  think  it  i» 
enough.  Two  very  good  reasons  for  this  notice  were  sup- 
posed by  the  Legislature  to  exist : — first  to  apprize  the  pub- 
lic what  banks  are  amenable  to  the  penalties  inflicted  on  non- 
complying  banks — and  secondly,  to  enable  the  Governor  to 
distribute  the  balance  of  the  loan  not  taken  by  the  refusing 
banks,  among  the  other  banks  of  the  Commonwealth.  Both 
of  these  reasons  arc  rendered  fully  eflcctivc  by,  the  construc- 
tion proposed  to  be  given. 

The  latter  clause  of  your  inquiry,  under  this  head,  whether 
— "  A  bank  incorporated  since  the  expiration  of  the  forty 
days,  can  now  legally  accept"!"  must  depend  altogether  on 
circumstances  attending  its  incorporation.  I  know  of  but 
one  bank  that  can  come  under  this  description,  the  "  Lan- 
caster County  Bank,"  and  premising  it  was  in  reference  to^ 
that  bank  you  made  the  question,  I  proceed  to  examine  the 
ground  on  which  it  stands.  It  appears  ujion  reference  to  the 
certificates  of  the  Clerks  of  tiic  Iv^'o  Houses,  dated  the  5th 
May,  1841,  that  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  Lancaster 
County  Bank"  became  a  law  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  tho 
same  day  the  Revenue  Bill  under  consideration  passed.  It 
appointed  certain  persons  commissioners  to  carry  into  effect 
the  establishment  of  a  bank.  It  directed  that  books  should 
be  opened  for  subscri[)tions — twenty-five  per  cent,  in  specie 
paid  in  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  real  estate  unincum- 
bered, lying  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  be  pledged  and 
mortgaged  to  trustees,  to  the  amount  and  value  of  the  whole 
stock  subscribed,  for  the  security  of  the  various  liabilities  of 
the  bank.  When  the  whole  stock  was  subscribed,  and  the 
twenty-five  per  cent,  paid  in,  and  mortgages  executed  ac- 
cording to  law.  The  Commissioners  and  Trustees  appointed^ 
by  said  act,  were  to  certify  these  facts  to  the  Governor,  who 
was  thereupon  to  direct  letters  patent  to  issue  to  the  said 
corporation.  These  directions  ha\'c  been  pursued,  and  tho 
letters  patent  obtained,  some  time  since  the  expiration  of 
forty  days  after  the  passage  of  the  Revenue  Bill. 

By  viituc  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill  incorporating 
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the  Lancaster  County  Bank,  the  p'jr.'^ons  named  as  Com- 
missioners, arc  also  appointeJ  Dircc-tors  of  the  said  hank,  to 
serve  until  the  first  Saturday  of  Novcmher  next.  In  their 
proper  capacity,  I  learn  they  gave  the  notice  required,  to  the 
Governor,  of  the  willinf;ness  of  that  hank  to  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Revenue  Law,  within  the  forty  days,  and  now 
having:  completed  their  organization,  desire  to  come  in  and 
claim  the  privileges  of  such  acceptance.  Although  a  suh- 
ject  of  some  intricacy  and  nicety,  I  do  not  think  it  is  one  of 
any  very  great  real  difficult)'. 

The  act  of  incorporation,  it  will  he  ohservcd,  hecame  a 
law  on  the  same  day  the  Revenue  Bill  passed.  And  as  there 
are  no  fractions  of  a  day,  it  should  he  consid(?red  a  law  co- 
temporaneous  with  the  other.  It  is  peculiar  in  its  provisions. 
It  is  styled  "  An  Act  to  incor/jorais  the  Lancaster  County 
Bank,"  and  provides  on  performance  of  certain  conditions, 
that  letters  patent  shall  issue.  It  appoints  the  Directors,  and 
provides  that  mortgages  shall  be  given,  and  certain  other 
acts  done,  treating  the  .said  bank  as  to  some  extent  in  exist- 
ence, before  the  actual  issuing  of  the  letters  patent.  It  is 
tny  opinion,  considering  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
that  the  Directors  of  the  bank  miglit  within  the  forty  days, 
and  before  letters  patent  in  fact  issued,  give  sufficient  notice 
under  the  Revenue  Law  of  its  acceptance,  and  upon  the 
subsequent  recognition  of  the  hank,  and  compliance  wiih 
the  law,  become  entitled  to  take  a  portion  of  the  loan 
"  whenever  called  upon  by  the  Governor."  It  cannot  escape 
observation,  that  there  is  no  prohibition  against  the  allow- 
ance of  a  bank  situated  as  the  Lancaster  County  Bank  is, 
to  take  a  portion  of  the  loan  found  in  the  Revenue  Bill. 
Reason  and  justice  do  not  seem  to  forbid  it,  and  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  perceive  in  any  mere  technical  objections,  sufficient 
ground  to  reji^ct  its  voluntary  offer  to  aid  in  carrying  the 
Revenue  Bill  into  cfTccf.  Were  there  even  some  slight  ir- 
regularity of  form,  or  of  technical  propriety,  not  affecting 
the  real  merits  of  the  question,  I  should  think  it  might  be, 
and  ought  to  be,  waived  by  the  Governor  when  the  interests 
at  stake  are  so  important  to  the  public  welfare  as  they  are 
in  the  present  instance. 

The  third  question  which  you  have  propounded  to  me,  I  j 
answer  in  the  language  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  act 
under  consideration: — "All  notes  vsdiich  may  be  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  receivable,"  &:c. 
&c.  Undoubtedly  the  faith  of  the  Commonwealth  is  pledg- 
ed, only  in  case  the  law  maicing  the  pledge,  be  complied  with, 
in  its  essential  parts.  Here  the  sole  and  entire  discretion  of 
negotiating  the  loan  authorized  by  the  law,  and  of  distribut- 
ing the  untaken  balance  of  the  same,  is  vested  in  the  Go- 
vernor. He  is  made  the  exclusive  judge,  subject  to  his 
popular  and  official  responsibility,  of  the  time  and  manner, 
when  and  how,  and  the  institutions  with  which  the  loan  or 
loans  are  to  be  negotiated.  If  the  money,  such  as  is  direct- 
ed be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  his  ne- 
gotiation, the  credit  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  General  be 
given,  and  the  State  receive  the  benefit  contemplated  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly,  every  obligation  of  equity,  of  law,  and  of 
plighted  faiih,  calls  upon  her  to  discharge  her  duty  to  the 
holders  of  the  notes,  and  to  observe  with  scrupulous  integ- 
rity, the  sanctity  of  the  contract  solemnl}'  entered  into  in  due 
form  of  law,  by  Legislative  authority.  Let  not  the  idea  be 
countenanced  for  an  instant,  that  a  State  which  has  bound 
herself,  and  pledged  her  faith,  through  the  medium  of  com- 
petent authority,  can  be  released  from  her  obligations,  be- 
cause some  unimportant  formality  or  requisition  has  been 
overlooked  or  even  disregarded,  vvhen  it  does  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  reach  the  real  merits  of  her  obligation.  This 
would  be  as  revolting  to  every  sentiment  of  patriotism  and 
of  honor,  as  it  would  be  to  every  principle  of  justice.  It 
may  be  possibly  objected  against  the  foregoing  construction, 
that  it  would  authorize  some  banks  to  issue  an  amount  of 
notes  beyond  the  amount  of  their  capital,  and  that  this  would 
produce  a  most  unreasonable  and  unsound  condition  of 
things.  It  is  certainly  true  that  a  few  banks  miglit,  if  others 
refused  to  take  the  loan,  become  entitled  to  issue  notes  to  a 
greater  amount  than  their  capital ;  but  what  of  that  1  The 
banks  are  not  ultimately  responsible  for  the  payment  of  these 
notes.  The  State  is  bound  for  their  payment  and  whether 
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they  are  all  issued  by  one  bank  or  by  fifty  Iianks,  is  a  matter 
of  comparative  indillbrcnce.  The  holders  arc  equally  safo 
in  both  cases.  Any  constitutional  question  that  may  be  sup- 
posed to  lie  invnh'cd  in  this  matter,  I  forbear  to  discuss,  or 
to  express  an  opinion  upon.  We  arc  bound  to  take  the  law 
as  wc  find  it  upon  the  statute  hook.  The  general  rules  of 
construction  which  I  have  laid  down  as  the  foundation  of  my 
opinion  I  think  fully  sustain  all  the  views  I  have  expressed. 
I  have  not  reported  them  at  every  point  where  I  deem  them 
applicable,  but  endeavored  to  state  all  the  material  facts  aris- 
ing for  consideration  with  so  much  perspicuity  as  to  render 
the  application  a  matter  of  ready  facility.  I  fear  I  have  been 
somewhat  tedious,  luit  the  complexity  and  magnitude  of 
the  questions  presented,  will  furnish,  I  trust,  a  satisfactory 
apology. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &.c. 

OVID  F.  JOHNSON. 


[PeiinsiflvLnia  I^cportei; 


Attorney  General, 


Ko.  2. 

As  I  have  entered  upon  the  defence  of  our  "National 
Faith."  I  will  give  a  brief,  but,  I  think,  a  satisfactory  con- 
sideration to  an  attack  upon  it  in  another  morning  paper. — 
Your  correspondent  has,  at  least,  the  merit  of  having  enlist- 
ed his  feelings  in  behalf  of  our  own  citizens,  while  the  other 
has  given  his  symjiathies  to  British  creditors,  with  quite  as 
lift!e  justice  or  reason,  for  to  justice  they  are  certainly  en- 
titled. I  presume  his  sympathies,  on  this  occasion,  flow  in 
a  very  natural  channel.  He  has  proposed  a  number  of 
"  Queries  suggested  by  Mr.  Biddle's  Letter."  His  csficiial 
complaint  is  concerning  what  he  supposes  to  be  injustice 
done  to  our  foreign  creditors,  under  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  of  1704.  I  promise  at  once,  that  the  United  States 
have  acted  towards  these  creditors,  not  merely  with  strict 
justice  and  a  faithful  performance  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  which  is  all  that  the  national  faith  was  pledged  for, 
but  with  a  most  liberal  indulgence  to  them.  Let  us  see 
what  was  required  of  our  national  faith  by  that  treaty,  and 
what  has  been  done  in  the  fulfilment  of  it. 

By  the  provisional  articles  agreed  upon  between  the  Ame- 
rican and  British  Commissioners,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
17S2,  it  was  agreed — "  that  the  creditors  on  either  side  shall 
meet  with  no  luw/iil  im{iedime7it  to  the  recovery  of  the  full 
value,  in  sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore 
contracted."  In  the  definitive  treaty  of  September,  1783, 
this  article  is  repeated.  It  is  here  to  be  observed,  thait  there 
is  no  undertaking  or  guaranty  on  the  part  of  either  gorern- 
ment  for  the  recovery  of  these  debts ;  nor  any  assumption  or 
promise  to  j)iy  them,  in  the  event  of  ordinary  difficulties,  or 
a  final  failure  in  obtaining  them.  The  stipulation  is  not 
more  than  that  there  shall  be  no  hm-ful  impediment  inter- 
posed, of  course,  by  a  lawful  act  of  authority,  between  the 
creditor  and  his  del)tor.  As  to  all  other  impediments,  diffi- 
culties and  delays — "  the  law's  delay" — which  are  incident 
to  the  recovery  of  debts  of  long  standing,  scattered  over  a 
great  extent  of  country — from  numerous  debtors,  many  of 
whom  were  dead,  and  their  estates  passed  into  other  hands; 
as  to  all  those  impediments  and  delays,  which  are  as  well 
known  in  the  Courts  of  England,  as  in  any  other  countiy 
in  the  world;  in  short,  as  to  every  impediment  but  such  as 
might  be  impo.sed  by  the  lawful  authority  of  the  State,  es- 
pecially affecting  these  debts  the  British  creditor  here,  and 
the  American  creditor  in  England,  was  left  to  encounter  and 
overcome  them  as  he  could,  and  as  every  othersuitor  would 
have  to  do.  At  this  period,  it  is  well  known,  that  from  the 
weakness  of  our  confederation,  the  Federal  Government,  if 
it  can  be  said  we  bad  one,  had  very  little  influence,  and  less 
coercive  authority  over  the  acts  of  the  several  Stales.  We 
had  no  judicial  power  to  compel  them  to  do  what  they  were 
not  inclined  to. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  the  treaty  of 
1794  was  made  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bjitain. 
It  is  to  this  treaty  the  Querist  particularly  refers  in  his  stric- 


202 


NATIONAL  FAITH.— BRITISH  DEBTS. 


[Septembek^ 


turcs  upon  our  good  fiiitli.  In  ihe  sixth  article  of  this  treaty, 
it  is  recited  th;it  divers  British  merchants  alleged  that  debts 
to  a  considerable  amotint  remain  owing  to  them  ;  and  "that 
liy  the  operation  of  various  lawful  impedimei'.ts  since  llie 
peace,  not  only  the  full  recovery  of  the  said  debts  has  been 
delayed,  but  also  the  value  and  security  thereof  have  been, 
//(  several  iiisianccs,  impaired  and  lessened,  so  that  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicii!  proceedings,  the  British  rreditor 
cannot  now  obtain  full  and  adequate  compensation."  From 
the  lanijuage  of  this  arltcle  we  may  infer,  and  if  was  un- 
doubtedly true,  that  some  of  the  debts  had  been  either  re- 
covered by  the  course  of  law,  or  paid  voluntarily,  although 
a  considerable  amount  rema'ncd  owing;  and  that  recoveries 
liad  been  hid  in  the  ordinary  course  of  iudicial  proceedings, 
although  in  several  ir.siances  they  had  failed.  We  m.ust 
also  keep  in  minil,  tliat  this  was  the  representation  and  com- 
j)!aint  of  the  Briiish  creditors,  making  their  strongest  case; 
that  the}'  have  not  specified  the  instances  they  alluded  to, 
nor  explained  what  were  the  lawful  impcdimcnis  which 
had  prevented  or  delayed  the  /^-'."  rcT</:'c?r^  of  ihejr  debts, 
nor  given  any  estimate  of  the  considerable  amount  that  rc- 
inained  owitig.  We  have,  therefore,  nothing  but  their  alle- 
gations and  opinions  of  the  nature  and  criuse  of  the  impedi 
nients  con)pluincd  of;  nor  do  we  know  tliat  they,  or  some  of 
iJiem,  were  not  such  as  occur  in  the  "  ordinary  course  of  ju- 
dicial proceedings."  On  these  loose  grounds,  however,  the 
United  States,  desirous  of  alilirding  ail  reasonable  satisfac- 
tion, agreeil — that  "in  all  such  cases  where  the  full  compcn- 
.salion  for  all  such  losses  and'  damages  cinr.oi;  be  actually  ob- 
tained, had  and  received  by  the  said  creditors  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  justice,  the  United  tkales  sh'd!  make  full  and 
complete  compensatlcn  for  the  same  to  t7ie  same  creditors." 

This  was  an  asoumption  of  the  dibts  gratuitously  and 
liberally  made  by  our  Government,  manifestly  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Briiish  creditor.  The  treaty  of  1783  required  no 
such  asiiumption  or  responsibility.  Hut  this  treaty  imposed 
diflicultios  upon  the  creditor,  in  themselves  entirely  just,  in 
making  out  liis  case  under  the  treaty,  which  were  of  an  em- 
harrassing  character.  He  was  bound,  in  every  particular 
instance,  to  sliow  that  he  could  not  obtain  his  debt  in  the  or- 
dinary coarse  of  justice.  Nor  was  this  all.  The  clause  in 
the  treaty  goes  on  to  declare  that  "  it  is  distinctly  understood 
that  the  provision  is  to  e,\ten.d  to  such  losses  only  as  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  lawful  impediments  aforesaid,  and 
ft  is  not  to  extend  to  losses  occasioned  by  such  insolvency 
of  the  debtors,  or  ot/ier  cases  as  would  eqiialli/  have  ope- 
rated, if  t!;e  said  impediments  had  not  existed  ;  nor  to  such 
losses  or  damages  as  have  hven  occasioned  by  the  manifest 
delay,  or  negligence,  or  wilful  omission  of  the  claimant."'-— 
Now  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  "Querist"  does  not 
complain  of  these  provisions  in  this  treaty,  nor  iinpeach 
their  justice  and  reasonableness;  indeetl,  he  could  not  do  so; 
ibr  when  the  United  States  took  upon  themselves  debts  they 
were  in  nowise  bound  to  pay,  it  was  right  they  should  guard 
themselves  against  imposition  and  fraud.  Tlie  "Querist" 
complains  not  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  but  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  United  States  have  performed  or  fulfilled  its  en- 
gagements under  it.  The  most  imperfect  examination  will 
show,  even  to  the  most  prejudiced  mind,  that  the  subsequent 
com]iromise  of  the  claims  of  the  creditors  made  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  was  a  further  act  of  liberal 
generosity,  altogether  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditor. 

Some  years  elapsed  after  this  provision  for  the  British 
creditors  was  made,  when,  we  may  [iresume,  they  found  it 
always  dilfieult,  and  often  impossible,  to  bring  themselves 
within  the  required  action  of  the  treaty,  so  as  to  entitle  them- 
selves to  its  benefits.  The  Government  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  spirit  of  justice  and  generosity  rarely  found  in  similar 
transactions,  in  order  to  remove  these  diHieullies,  and  give 
immediate  redress  to  these  creditors,  entered  into  a  nevv  ar- 
rangement for  their  final  settlement.  The  United  States 
agreed  to  jjay,  and  Great  Britain  agreed  to  receive,  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  thousand  jiounds  sterling,  nearly  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  for  the  liquidation  and  discharge  of  these 
debts,  which  sum  was  fully  and  faithfully  jiaid  by  the  United 
Slates,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Now  what 
complaint  can  be  made  of  our  national  faith  in  this  transac- 


tion 1  Why,  says  this  querulous  Querist,  there  was  a  largs^ 
difierence  betv^-een  the  sum  paid  and  the  full  amount  of  the 
debts  due  by  our  citizens.  Was  there  so  ?  Has  this  write? 
ever  inquired  into  the  fact  ?  Does  he  know,  or  has  he  sought 
to  know,  anything  about  it?  If  he  has,  then  let  him  furnisb 
us  with  the  result  of  his  exan>ination  in  a  more  specific  shape 
than  merely  to  tell  us  the  difTcrcnce  is  large.  In  what  docu- 
ments has  he  found  the  proof  of  this  assertion  ?  Judging 
from  the  allegation  of  the  British  creditor,  as  stated  in  the 
treaty  of  1791,  I  .should  judge  that  the  sura  was  ample  to- 
meet  all  that  remained  or^incc  to  them.  Again,  this  treaty 
by  no  means  undertook  for  the  payment  of  every  debt. — 
Certain  excepiinns  and  conditions  were  declared,  which, 
were  unijuestionably  just ;  and  the  question,  therefore,  is^ 
whether  the  sum  paid  was  not  suificient  to  cover  all  the- 
dcbts  provided  for  by  that  treaty,  the  charge  against  us  being 
for  the  non-fulfihnent  of  that  trea'.y.  This  accuser  must 
show  that  the  recovery  of  the  debts  which  remained  unpaid 
had  been  prevented  by  Imtful  imp'edinients,  and  that  they 
did  not  fall  within  any  of  the  exceptions  mentioned  in  the 
article.  I  am  quite  safe  in  saying  that  he  is  not  prepared  to 
do  this,  and  he  must  therefore  be  considered  to  have  made 
one  of  those  ra.?h  and  random  assertions  which,  some  mea 
venture  upon,  v^ho,  Juiving  a  certain  feeling  to  gratify,  do. 
not  look  to  their  proof  befors  they  condemn. 

E'Ut  if  ii  were  true  that  the  amount  paid  did  fall  short  cf 
the  debts  to  be  paid,  how  can  that  impeach  our  good  faith,. 
or  alTect  the  rights  of  the  Biitish  creditor  ?  His  Government 
made  itself  his  debtor  :  he  may  prosecute  and  prove  his  claim 
at  his  own  door,  where,  it  is  presumed,  he  will  meet  with  no 
unjust  impediment  or  delay  in  obtaining  all  that  is  justly 
due  to  him — certainly  with  none  that  we  are  answerable  for,. 
I3ut  this  considerate  querist  extends  his  tender  regard  for  the 
British  creditor  to  the  British  Governm.ent,  and  is  quite  un- 
happy, lest  that  may  have  lost  something  by  this  compro- 
mise. Tliat  Government  was  the  best  judge  of  this,  and  her 
ministers  hsJ,  at  least,  as  good  information  of  the  amount 
they  might  he  called  upon  to  pay,  as  their  friend  and  advo- 
cate, the  Querist,  (compromises  of  tliis  sort  are  of  constant 
recurrence  between  nations,  having  friendly  dispositions  to- 
wards each  other,  for  the  settlement  of  claims  very  difficulty 
perhaps  impossible,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  exammation  oC 
every  separate  case.  In  this  manner  our  claims  upon  Naples, 
were  settled  ;  so  our  claims  upon  Great  Britain  for  the  slaves- 
taken  away  in  the  last  war.  So,  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
upon  France  were  liquidated  by  the  convention  already  men- 
tioned, at  tvionty  millicms  of  francs.  Other  instances  are  of 
common  notoriety  to  those  who  examine  such  subjects  be- 
fore they  write  about  them. 

On  the  question  oi  lawful  impediments  to  prevent  the  re- 
covery of  British  debts,  it  is  sullicienl  to  say  that  the  subject 
came  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  there  sofemnly  and  finally  decided.  The  judgment  of 
the  Court  was,  that  debts  due  in  the  United  States  to  Bri- 
tish subjects  before  the  war  of  the  revolution,  though  se- 
questerel  or  paid  inta  tlie  State  Treasury,  were  ie\i\ed 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  the  creditors  were  entitled  to  re- 
cover them  from  the  original  debtors;  and  further,  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  same  Court,  that  the  statue  of  limitations  should 
be  suspended  during  the  war  as  to  alien  enemies.  These 
decisions  were  made  in  1794,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  that  year, 
and  were  then,  and  arc  now,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  I 
do  not  know  what  hraful  impediments  could  afterwards  be 
opposed  to  the  recovery  of  British  debts,  other  than  such  as 
every  suitor  In  every  Court  has  to  meet.  If  the  Querist 
knows  of  any,  he  will  be  able  to  explain  what  they  were, 
and  where  they  existed. 

By  the  treaty  of  1794,  commissioners  were  mutually  ap- 
pointed to  adjudicate  upon  these  claims,  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  loss  and  damages  to  be  paid  to  the  British 
creditors.  Before  this  tribunal  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
unlawful  or  unjust  impediments  ;  from  any  vexatious  delays; 
from  the  acts  of  State  Legislatures,  or  the  partiality  of 
Courts  and  juries.  A  Court  was  raised  for  them  in  which 
they  had  Judges  of  their  own  country,  and  the  commis- 
sioners on  both  sides  were  intelligent,  disinterested  and  hon- 
orable men,  certainly  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the  parties  as 
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fully  ^nd  speedily  as  possible,  and  not  hampered  by  techni- 
cal forms.  But  here  the  creditor  met  with  the  intrinsic  and 
unavoidable  tUfficiiUits  which  were  inseparable  from  the 
nature  of  his  case  ;  the  proof  of  his  claim  in  ihe  manner  di- 
rected by  the  treaty,  and  which  could,  in  no  sense,  be  con- 
sidered as  impediments  thrown  in  his  way  to  embarrass  or 
defeat  his  right,  or  as  bringing  any  reproach  upon  t!ic  Covjrts 
of  our  country  when  they  may  have  occurred.  In  the  Co.;- 
vention  of  1802,  it  is  recited  that  difficulties  had  arisen  in 
'execution  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  had  been  suspended. 
And  this  is  an  answer  to  the  question  :  "  Did  not  the  diiii- 
culty  which  British  subjects  found  in  collecting  the  debts 
due  to  them,  proceed  from  the  fact  of  the  Statrs  having  con- 
fiscated them,  or  prohibited  their  recovery  V  Certainly  not ; 
for  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  no  such  difK- 
culty  could  be  raised  successfully  even  in  our  Courts,  and 
much  less  before  the  commissioners.  As  to  the  suggestion 
that  "  the  trouble  of  adjusting  the  details  "  proceeded  from 
an  unwillingness  or  inability  on  our  part  to  pay  the  whole 
amount  of  the  debt,  it  is  entirely  gratuitous,  not  only  with- 
out proof,  but  in  contradiction  to  the  whole  course  of  the 
conduct  of  our  government.  It  is  -very  easy  to  propound 
these  pregnant  questions,  but  it  would  have  been  more  sat- 
isfactory and  just  if  the  Querist  had  made  his  allegations  in 
a  more  direct  form,  and  supported  them  by  his  evidence. — 
To  relieve  the  creditors  from  difficulties  which,  in  many 
cases,  would  have  been  insurmountable,  the  United  States 
did  show  their  willingness  and  ability  to  pay  "  an  enormous 
sum  of  money;"  we  may  safely  say  a  much  greater  amount 
than  could  have  been  recovered  for  them,  under  the  terras 
of  the  treaty  of  1794,  of  which  no  complaint  is  or  can  rea- 
sonably be  made. 

I  have  thus  given,  with  some  detail,  and  I  believe  with 
truth  and  accuracy,  a  view  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  their  domcjtic  and 
foreign  debts.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  my  facts,  it  maybe  easily 
exposed  ;  if  I  am  not,  then  I  may  challenge  ingenuity  or 
prejudice  to  show  any  want  of  good  faith,  any  disregard  or 
violation  of  any  pecuniary  engagement,  or  any  negligence 
in  providing  for  them,  J,  H. 


Orsauic  I!etnains> 


This  compound  term  is  properly  applied  to  designate  those 
fragments,  more  or  less  perfect,  of  animals  or  vegetables 
found  imbedded  in  the  crust,  or  outer  shell  of  the  earth. 
When  any  new  discovery  of  any  of  these  fragments  is  made, 
and  made  public,  the  publishers  leave  a  material  part  of  their 
work  undone  when  localities  are  neglected.  There  are  some 
elements  ef  such  obvious  necessity  to  the  distinct  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  that  some  surprise  may  be  justly 
expressed  when  they  do  not  form  a  part  of  any  account  of 
newly  discovered  organic  remains :  such,  for  instance,  as  the 
latitude  of  the  location  ;  whether  found  in  rock,  clay,  sand, 
&c. ;  how  deeply  imbedded ;  and  especially  elevation  as  near 
as  possible,  of  location  above,  and  the  distance  from  the 
nearest  sea-coast  and  rivers. 

The  subjoined  and  otherwise  well-authenticated  statement 
is  deficient  in  most  of  the  preceding  requisites.  We  cannot 
fully  supply  the  deficiency,  but  we  can  give  some  data  to 
enable  the  reader  to  more  clearly  comprehend  the  similarity 
between  the  place  where  found  and  other  places  where  an- 
alogous remains  have  been  disinterred. 

Clarke  county,  Alabama,  comprises  the  lower  part  of  the 
peninsula  between  the  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  rivers. 
Clarksville,  the  county  seat,  as  laid  down  by  Tanner,  stands 
at  north  latitude  31  deg.  42  min.  The  county  extends  from 
31  deg.  8  min.  to  31  deg.  58  min.  north.  The  junction  of 
the  two  bounding  rivers,  or  southern  angle  of  the  county,  is 
about  60  miles  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  30  miles  above 
the  head  of  Mobile  Bay.  Low  as  are  the  tides  of  the  Gulf, 
they  flow  up  both  rivers,  and  reach  Fort  St.  Stephen's  in 
the  Tombigbee.  and  Fort  Claiborne  in  Alabama,  From 
these  elements  it  is  evident  that  much  of  Clarke  county 
rises  but  little  above  the  ocean  level,  as  that  level  now  exists. 
It  is,  however,  only  necessary  to  examine  the  entire  coast  of 


the  United  States  from  New  York  harbor,  if  no  further 
north-eastward,  round  to  the  Sabine,  to  find  everywhere  evi- 
dence of  an  elevation  at  some  former  jwriod  fur  above  the 
present.  The  immense  shell  banks  are  one,  and  scarce  need 
any  other  clement  to  support  the  preceding  conclusion. 

At  some  very  remote  period  in  the  history  of  our  planet. 
Saurian,  or  lizard-like  reptilia.  app.ear  to  have  been  the  most 
abundant  of  its  animals.  Of  these  genera  the  most  rem;irk- 
able  yet  remaining  as  living  beings  are  the  various  genera 
of  crocodiles  and  aligators.  Some  of  the  ancient  species  ap- 
pear from  their  remains  to  have  very  far  exceeded  in  size  any 
of  their  living  congencra.  Of  the  extinct  the  most  remark- 
able were  the  Ichthyosaurus,  Megalosaurus,  and,  nearly  alli- 
ed, the  Iguanodon.  The  gigantic  Dinotlierium  was  a  warm 
blooded  quadruped,  and,  though  similar  to  the  yet  existing 
Morses,  was  also  an  aquatic  creature;  differing  however,  in 
all  other  respects  from  Sauviatis. 

From  the  location  of  their  extinct  remains,  and  that  of 
their  living  congenera,  the  Saurian  tribes  appear  to  have  ex- 
isted and  continue  to  exist  in  shallows,  with  muddy  alluvial 
bottoms,  along  sea-coasts,  or  along  rivers  and  marshes  at  no 
great  distance  from  sca-coast-s.  Though  tropical  countries 
are  more  congenial,  the  peculiar  physiology  of  these  reptilia 
enab'cs  them  to  exist  on  the  earth  considerably  beyond 
tropical  limits,  as  is  the  case  with  the  alligator  in  the  United 
States, 

The  writer  of  tliese  obser\'ations  had  a  long  series  of  sea- 
sons to  observe  the  habits  of  the  alligator.  Vv  hen  the  air 
and  water  rise  to  between  forty  and  fifty  degrees  above 
Fahrenheit's  scale — and  the  higher  increase  the  effects— the 
alligator  in  the  water  is  excessively  active  when  in  pursuit 
of  prey.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  temperature  falls  below 
forty  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  and  before  coming  down  to 
thirty-two  degrees,  or  freezing  of  water,  the  alligator  sinks 
and  lies  torpid  in  its  oozy  bed  until  its  requisite  warmth  re- 
stores it  to  active  life.  Hence  a  traveller  may  now  visit  the 
alligator  region  at  one  season,  and  see  those  disgusting  rep- 
tiles in  abundance;  and  another  may  visit  the  sime  region 
at  another  season  without  being  able  to  see  a  single  trace  to 
show  that  ever  such  an  animal  was  its  inhabitant. 

These  laws  of  organic  life  were,  we  may  safely  conclude, 
at  all  times  common  to  the  Saurian  tribes,  and  accounts  why 
their  remains  are  found  in  places  and  climates  where  appa- 
rently their  congenera  could  not  now  exist.  To  speak  par- 
ticularly of  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi  and  adjacent  places, 
I  have  long  observed  that,  of  the  thousands  of  alligators 
which  hiliernate  in  the  mud  at  the  bottoms  of  the  ponds, 
lagoons,  and  water-courses,  many  annually  remain  buried, 
and  nearly  all  are  thus  ultimately  inhumed.  If,  therefore, 
we  suppose  a  further  depression  of  the  (lulf  of  Mexico  to 
take  place,  and,  as  has  evidently  been  the  case  in  (,iarke 
county,  surfaces  laid  permanently  bare  which  are  now  cover- 
ed with  water,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  remains 
of  alligators  would  be  discovered. 

The  animal  remaiis  found  in  Clarke  county  have  been 
those  of  a  species  or  genus  far  more  gigantic  than  the  living 
Saurians  of  the  adjacent  regions;  but  there  is  every  rational 
reason  to  regard  their  location  and  preservation  to  have  arisen 
from  the  common  laws  of  their  congenera. 

WILLIAM  DARBY. 

\_jYatio7iul  Intelligencer. 


Resi2.:atio.M  of  the  Ca1!)met~"3Ir.  Badger's  Letter. 

Messrs,  Gales  &  Seaton : — I  deem  it  profier  to  offer  a 
public  explanation  of  some  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  my 
resignation,  on  the  11th  instant,  of  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and,  for  that  purpose,  ask  a  small  space  in  the 
National  Intelligencer. 

At  the  Cabinet  meeting  held  on  the  ISth  of  .\ugust  last, 
(the  Attorney  General  and  the  Postmaster  General  being 
absent,)  the  subject  of  an  Exchange  Bank,  or  institution, 
was  brought  forarard  by  the  President  himself,  and  was  fully 
considered.  Into  the  particulars  of  what  passed  I  do  not 
propose  now  to  enter.  It  will  be  suffrcient  to  say  that  it  was 
then  distinctly  stated  and  understood  that  such  an  institution 
met  the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  was  deemed  by 
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him  free  of  constitiKional  ohjections;   that  he  desired  (if 

Congress  should  deem  it  necessary  to  act  upon  the  subject 
during  tlie  tcssioiij  that  such  an  institution  sliouiJ  be  adopt- 
ed by  that  body,  and  that  the  members  of  his  Caliinet  should 
aid  in  bringing  about  that  result ;  and  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Ewing  were  specially  n^quesled  by  the  President  to  have  a 
communicatiiin  upon  the  subject  with  certain  members  of 
Congress.  The  institution  then  spoken  of  was  to  be  located 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  to  he  authorized  to  establish 
agencies  in  the  States  and  Territories  with  power  to  deal  in 
bills  of  exchange  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
countries,  and  in  bills  of  exchange  drawn  in  one  State  or 
Territory  and  [jayable  in  another  State  or  Territory  ;  and 
the  exercise  of  this  power  was  not  to  dfpcnd  on  any  assent, 
expres-ed  or  implied,  of  the  States  within  which  such  agen- 
cies might  be  established. 

In  consequence  of  what  passed  at  this  meeting,  I  saw  such 
^  friends  in  Congress  as  I  deemed  it  proper  to  apfiroach,  and 
urgetl  upon  them  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  establish  such  an 
institution,  assuring  them  that  I  did  not  doubt  it  would  re- 
ceive the  approbation  of  the  President. 

'J'he  bill  was  passed,  as  the  public  know,  and  was  met  by 
the  Veto.  Now,  if  the  President,  after  the  meeting  of  the 
18th  August  had  changed  his  mind  as  to  the  constitutional 
po->\ers  of  Congress,  and  had  come  to  doubt  or  deny  what  he 
liad  admitted  in  that  meeting,  (which  is  the  most  favorable 
interpretation  that  can  be  put  upon  his  conduct,)  it  was,  in 
my  opinion,  a  plain  duty  on  his  part  to  have  made  known 
to  the  gentlemen  concerned  this  change  of  sentiment — to 
have  olfered  them  an  apology  for  the  un]>!casant  situation  in 
which  they  were  placed  by  his  agency — or,  at  leai^t,  to  have 
softened,  by  a  full  explanation  of  his  motion,  his  intended 
Veto  of  a  measure  in  promoting  the  success  of  which  they, 
at  his  request,  had  rendered  their  assistance.  But  this  the 
President  did  not  do.  Never,  from  the  moment  of  my  leav- 
ing his  house  on  the  I8th,  did  he  open  his  lips  to  me  on  the 
subject.  It  was  only  from  the  newspapers,  from  rumor,  from 
hearsay,  I  learned  that  he  had  denied  the  constitutionality 
of  the  proposed  institution,  and  had  made  the  most  solemn 
asseverations  that  he  v/ould  never  approve  a  measure  which 
I  knew  was  suggested  by  himself,  and  which  had  been  at 
his  own  instance  introduced  into  Congress.  It  was  still  in 
the  President's  power,  by  a  jiroper  statement  in  the  mcs-age 
containing  his  objections  to  the  bill,  to  have  supjilied  these 
omissions,  and  in  some  degree  at  least  to  have  repaired  his 
former  neglect :  but  when  that  pa{)er  came  to  be  read,  it  was 
found  that  so  I'ar  from  saying  frankly  that  he  once  favored 
and  h  id  been  willing  to  sanction  the  bill,  but  had  been  led 
(if  such  was  the  fact)  by  subsequent  reflection  to  adopt  dif- 
ferent views  upon  the  subject,  he  treated  the  measure  as  one 
evidently  inconsistent  with  his  previously  expressed  opinions, 
and  which  it  ought  not  to  have  been  supposed  for  a  moment 
he  could  approve. 

Whether  this  conduct  of  the  President  is  susceptible  of 
just  defence  or  reasonable  excuse  it  is  not  necess  iry  now  to 
inquire.  I  have  not  heard,  nor  can  I  imagine  any  ground 
for  either.  Whether  an  explanation  of  it  has  been  olfered 
to  any  one  of  tlie  gentlemen  concerned  I  know  not,  but  none 
was  at  any  time  oilered  to  me :  and  while  I  forbear  to  make 
the  remarks,  obvious  and  [tainful  as  they  are,  which  the  trans- 
action sugge.'its,  I  declare  the  conviction  that  this  conduct  of 
the  President,  stating  without  known  ilefence,  excuse,  or 
explanation,  constituted  (if  no  other  reasons  had  existed) 
ample  ground  for  a  withdrawal  from  his  Cabinet  without 
delay. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  th'U  I  have  not  supposed, 
and  do  not  now  suppo.^e,  that  a  diU'erence  merely  between 
the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  cither  as  to  the  constitution- 
ality or  the  ex|)ediency  of  a  bank,  neee.-sarily  inter[ioses  any 
obstacles  to  a  full  and  cordial  co-operation  between  them  in 
the  general  conduct  of  his  Administration ;  and  therefore, 
dee])ly  as  I  regretted  the  Veto  of  the  first  i)ill,  I  did  not  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  retire  on  that  account  from  my  situation. 
But  the  fads  attending  the  initiation  and  disproval  of  the 
la-it  bill  made  a  ease  totally  dili'erent  from  that— one  it  is  l)e- 
lieved  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  our  Cabinets;  pre- 
S'.'ntiiig,  to  say  nothing  more,  a  measure  embraced  and  then 


repudiated — efforts  prompted  and  then  disowned — services 
rendered  and  then  treated  with  scorn  or  neglect.  Such  a 
case  required,  in  my  judgment,  upon  considerations,  private 
and  public,  that  the  olHcial  relations  subsisting  between  the 
President  and  myself  should  be  immediately  dissolved. 

GEO.  E.  BADGER. 

Washington,  Sept.  18,  1840. 


nisUop  of  New  »Jcrsey~«=Coiiseci"atioi»  e,t  Leeds* 

The  Leeds  (England)  Intelligencer  of  the  4th  inst.  gives 
full  particulars  of  the  imposing  ceremony  of  the  Consecra- 
tion of  the  newly  erected  Parish  Church,  (Dr.  Hook's)  oa 
the  2d  inst. — for  which  occasion  the  right  Rev.  Bishop 
Doane  of  this  State,  was  iiivited  to  England  There  was  an 
unusual  convocation  of  the  dignitaries  and  clergy  of  the 
Church,  including  his  Grace  the  venerable  Archbishop  of 
York,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Ripon,  &c.,  and  an  immense  con- 
course of  people,  more  than  4,000  being  present. 

The  Consecration  Sermon  was  preached,  at  the  request 
of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  by  the  Bishop  of  New  Jersey, 
from  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  1st  chapter,  22d 
and  23d  verses.  "  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church  which 
is  his  body  ;  the  fulness  of  him  that  tilleth  all  in  all." 

After  the  very  imposing  ceremonies  in  the  church,  there 
was  a  social  entertainment  at  Alusic  Hall.  We  take  the  fol- 
lowing extracts,  interesting  to  our  readers  from  the  report  of 
the  sentiments  and  addresses  at  the  table : 

[A'e-warh  JJailij  .Tdvertiser. 

Dr.  Hook: — Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  during  the  time  that 
the  American  Colonies  which  now  form  the  United  States, 
were  united  with  this  country,  this  country  most  grievously 
neglected  its  religious  duties.  'J'he  church  was  there  neglect- 
ed ;  but  the  Church  still  exists;  and  no  sooner  was  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  declared,  than  the  Presbyters 
were  sent  over  from  America  to  be  consecrated  as  Bishops 
in  England  and  in  Scotland.  Since  that  time  that  Church, 
as  most  persons  in  this  room  know,  has  gone  on  thriving  be- 
yond our  most  sanguine  expectations.  (Hear.)  But  there 
was  a  natural  jealousy  between  the  two  countries  when  first 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  was  declared,  and  the 
I>egislature  of  this  land  would  only  permit  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  to  exercise  his  Episcopal  functions  in  favor 
of  those  persons  who  had  been  sent  over  from  the  United 
States  on  condition  that  they  should  not  thereby  acquire  a 
right,  or  be  permitted,  to  officiate  in  our  pulpits.  That  re- 
striction, through  the  influence  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury and  the  Archbishop  of  York,  was  during  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament  happily  removed.  (Cheers.)  There 
was  a  most  eminent  and  distinguished  Divine  in  America 
with  whom  I  had  long  corresponded,  with  whose  virtues  I 
was  well  acquainted,  and  I  immediately  vi'rote  to  that  Right 
Rev.  Prelate,  and  suggested  that,  the  restriction  having  been 
withdrawn,  it  would  be  well  if  he  would  condescend  to  come 
over  and  preach  the  Consecration  Sermon  at  our  Church. 
(Cheers.)  When  that  letter  arrived,  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate 
seemed  to  think  much  of  the  three  thousand  miles ;  he  wrote 
to  say  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  come;  but  before  the 
night  had  passed  over  his  head  he  had  discovered  that  things 
impossible  did  sometimes  come  to  pass,  and  the  same  post 
that  brought  me  his  refusal,  brought  me  another  letter  to  say 
that  he  would  come.  (Loud  applause.)  And  come  he  has  ; 
and  has  been  received  by  the  liishoj)s  aird  Clergy,  and  the 
Laity  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  a  manner  for  which  his 
heart  will  ever  be  grateful.  He  has  heard  it  stated  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  that  he  thinks  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  Churches  will  be  the  surest  means  of  pro- 
moting peace  between  the  two  countries.  (Hear  and  cheers.) 
You  have  heard  how  he  has  been  received  by  our  beloved 
Metropolitan,  and  you  yourselves,  I  know,  will  gladly  thank 
him  for  the  kind  service  he  has  rendered  us;  and  you,  I  am 
sure,  will  delight  to  second,  what  his  (Trace  has  commission- 
ed me  to  propose,  that  the  Right  Rev.  Prelate,  the  Bishop  of 
New  .lersey,  be  rcijuested  to  publish  that  Sermon.  (Loud 
cheers.)     On  Saturday  next  he  sails  for  his  native  land. 
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We  wish  him  a  good  voyage,  and  say  to  him  and  his  Church 
God  speed.     (Cheers.)     I  propose  that  we  drink — 

"  The  health  of  the  Bishop  of  New  Jersey." 

(Drank  with  loud  applause.) 

The  Bishop  of  New  Jersey — Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  this 
is  not  my  first  introduction  to  the  Churchmen  of  Leeds.  I 
had  known  them  long  by  report :  and  it  was  my  pleasure 
not  long  after  my  arrival  here  to  be  introduced  on  an  occa- 
sion of  great  interest  by  my  beloved  friend,  your  admirable 
Vicar.  It  was  then  that  I  first  knew  how  English  church- 
men could  appreciate,  and  express  their  appreciation  of,  the 
loftiest  talents,  the  noblest  virtues,  the  most  unreserved  ser- 
vices, given  up  to  the  glory  of  God,  for  the  good  of  man, 
and  the  edification  of  the  Church.  And  never  shall  I  forget 
the  exultation  with  which  I  entered  into  the  reception  that 
you  then  gave  to  my  worthy  friend  your  Vicar.  Happy  was 
I  to  be  received  by  such  hearts,  with  that  enthusiasm  which 
was  then  expressed.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  permitted 
by  the  good  Providence  of  God  to  accomplish  such  purposes 
as  my  very  limited  time  in  England  would  allow,  in  visiting 
the  more  important  and  interesting  portions  of  the  country ; 
considered  chiefly  in  what  most  interests  me,  its  ecclesiastical 
character.  And  as  it  was  through  the  kind  and  affectionate 
interest  of  your  Vicar  that  my  voyage  was  undertaken,  so  it 
has  been  ordered  in  the  Providence  of  God,  that  my  farewell 
to  England  should  be  taken  here,  in  his  presence,  and  among 
you.  (Cheers.)  Permit  me  to  say,  that  while,  as  it  has 
just  been  stated,  I  have  been  received  as  a  Bishop  of  the 
western  Church  willi  the  highest  consideration  and  the  warm- 
est aflfection — while  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  his  Grace 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  London,  and 
let  me  especially  say,  of  your  own  admirable  Bishop,  the 
most  affectionate  attention — it  has  been  reserved  for  me 
this  day,  and  on  this  occasion,  to  receive  most  courteous  at- 
tention at  the  hands  of  him,  your  venerable  and  venerated 
Metropolitan,  by  whose  side  it  is  my  pleasure  and  my  privi- 
lege to  sit.  (Cheers.)  My  excellent  friend,  your  Vicar, 
has  truly  stated  to  you  that  my  first  decision  was  that  I  could 
not  accept  his  invitation  ;  not  so  much  from  any  considera- 
tion of  the  distance  as  from  what  then  seemed  to  be  urgent 
domestic  reasons.  It  was  one  of  the  occasions  on  which  I 
have  been  led  to  believe,  and  to  know  that  second  thoughts 
are  best;  and  ycu  will  give  me  credit  when  I  say  that  the 
interval  between  the  first  and  the  second  thought  was  ex- 
ceedingly short.  (Cheers.)  My  purpose  in  coming  to  Eng- 
land was,  first  to  assist  at  the  consecration  of  your  noble 
church,  so  happily  consummated  to  day,  through  the  good 
Providence  of  God ;  and  then  to  open  rather  than  renew, 
under  the  permission  given  by  the  act  to  which  my  friend 
has  alluded,  that  Catholic  intercourse  between  the  Churches 
(Hear)  which  I  cannot  justly  say  had  been  suspended,  be- 
cause it  had  never  in  reality  existed.  My  purpose  in  coming 
to  England  is  effected.  I  have  received  from  the  hands,  and 
I  know,  from  the  hearts,  of  the  two  Archbishops,  the  ex- 
pressions of  their  kind  regards  for  myself,  and  more  import- 
ant still,  the  expression  of  their  deep  paternal  interest  in  the 
youthful  Church  of  which  I  am  a  Bishop.  Permit  me  to 
say,  that  I  use  the  term  "  paternal"  because  I  wish  to  re- 
spond for  myseif  and  the  Church  of  which  I  am  a  Bishop, 
to  the  term  the  Lord  Archbishop  was  pleased  to  express, 
when  he  spoke  of  the  "filial"  feeling  towards  the  English 
Church  which  had  actuated  me  in  undertaking  my  journey 
to  this  country.  (Hear.)  I  am  glad  that  he  should  have 
entered  into  my  feelings,  and  have  used  in  the  course  of  his 
own  observations,  such  a  term  as  that  towards  the  Church 
to  which  I  have  the  honor  and  the  privilege  to  belong ;  and 
allow  me  to  state  that  in  speaking  thus  I  speak  for  the  Church 
of  which  I  am  a  Bishop,  which,  in  its  preface  to  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  next  to  Almighty  God,  expresses  its 
gratitude  for  nursing  care  and  protection  to  the  Church  of 
England.  (Hear.)  Happy  shall  I  be  to  carry  home  to  the 
daughter  Church,  the  report  which  everywhere,  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  it  has  been  my  highest 
pleasure  to  gather,  with  increasing  confirmation  at  every 
step,  that  in  the  mother  Church,  and  through  its  influence, 
the  highest,  noblest,  and  most  extended  interests  of  Christian 


men  are  supported,  encouraged,  and  about  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  with  a  zeal  and  a  fervor,  an  impulse  and  a  perse- 
verance unknown  in  modern  times.  I^angunge  would  fail 
me  should  I  attempt  to  express  my  gratification  on  witness- 
ing the  great  interests  of  Catholic  truth  engaging  tiie  hearts, 
and  enlisting  in  its  support  the  best,  and  truest,  and  noblest 
sons  of  this  the  noblest  country  in  the  world.  (Cheers.) 
May  it  be  manifested  here  in  the  multiplication  of  your 
Churches,  and  the  strengthening  of  every  benevolent  inter- 
est which  has  relation  to  Christianity,  the  elevation  of  the 
religious  character  of  your  universities  and  public  institu- 
tions, the  devising  of  new  modes  of  extending  the  benefits 
of  the  Gospel  to  all  who  live  under  the  shadow  of  your 
throne,  through  that  noble  enterprise  which  fakes  the  whole 
world  within  the  span  of  its  benevolence,  and  contemplates 
the  sending  out  to  your  Colonial  dependencies,  persons  in- 
vested with  that  power  and  authority  by  which  alone  a 
Church  can  be  properly  directed,  and  through  which  alone 
the  full  measure  of  Christian  privileges  and  Christian  bless- 
ings can  be  conveyed  to  any  people.  (Cheers.)  The  plan  of 
your  Colonial  Bishoprics  I  shall  carry  home,  and  cherish  it 
in  my  heart  of  hearts.  I  am  going  very  soon  to  meet  our 
great  Triennial  Convention,  in  which  and  by  which  all  the 
interests  of  the  Church  are  controlled  and  directed;  and  I 
feel  the  highest  thankfulness  to  God  that  I  can  set  before 
them  an  example  so  inciting,  which  is  so  certain  to  meet 
with  a  full  recompense  in  every  heart,  and  to  animate  us  to 
that  only  provocation  of  which  Christian  men  should  suffer 
themselves  to  be  capable — the  provocation  to  good  works. 
(Cheers.)  One  word  more  and  only  one.  The  zealous  en- 
thusiasm with  which  the  sentiment  of  the  venerable  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  with  regard  to  peace  between  the 
two  countries,  as  stated  by  my  excellent  friend  the  Vicar, 
was  received  by  this  meeting,  has  not  been  lost  upon  my 
heart,  and  it  shall  not  be  lost  upon  those  among  whom  it  is 
my  lot  and  my  privilege  to  live.  (Hear.)  Permit  me  to  say 
that  true  Americans  have  English  hearts.  (Cheers.)  What- 
ever may  appear  to  the  contrary,  originating  either  in  the 
zeal  of  the  political  arena,  or  in  the  scurrilities  of  news- 
papers, I  assure  you  that  the  truest  interests  of  England  are 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  true  men  and  women  in  America. 
(Hear.)  With  the  same  breath,  and  the  same  pulsation  of 
heart,  they  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  England  and  in  their 
own ;  and  you  owe  it  to  us,  and  we  owe  it  to  you,  for  it  is 
obligatory  upon  us  both,  to  do  what  in  us  lies  to  promote 
our  common  Christianity.  (Hear.)  The  fact  is,  that  we  are 
all  as  one  in  that  bond  which  came  down  from  Heaven, 
which  is  designated  to  compass  the  earth,  which  cannot  be 
affected  by  the  changes  of  time,  which  cannot  he  influenced 
by  the  interests  of  earth,  the  bond  of  Catholic  truth  main- 
tained in  Catholic  love.  (Cheers.)  I  thank  you  from  my 
heart,  dear  brethren,  for  all  the  kindness  you  have  shown 
me;  and  I  ask  your  prayers  for  me  and  for  my  Church, 
assuring  you  that  mine  will  ever  rise  for  you  and  yours. 
(The  Right  Rev.  Bishop  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud  ap- 
plause.) 

The  Archbishop  then  retired,  with  Miss  Georgiana  Har- 
court,  and  it  was  half  past  six  o'clock,  and  the  Evening 
Service  at  the  Church  commenced  at  seven,  the  company 
immediately  broke  up. 


Rnilroad  Iron* 


The  ship  European,  which  arrived  here  on  Thursday  from 
Wales,  brought  a  cargo  of  eight  hundred  tons  of  r-iilroad 
iron,  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  This 
iron  will  be  laid  down  forthwith  on  the  line  of  the  road  from 
Harper's  Ferry  westward,  the  superstructure  being  already- 
completed  for  its  recejition.  Other  cargoes,  we  learn,  are 
on  their  way  hither. — Baltimore  American. 


Large  Stone. 

One  of  the  corner  blocks  for  the  new  Exchange,  arrived 
in  Boston  on  Monday.  It  was  drawn  in  by  sixty  yoke  of 
oxen  and  six  horses,  weighs  about  fifty-seven  tons,  measure- 
ment, and  is  forty  feet  long,  and  six  wide,  and  four  or  five 
in  thickness. 
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COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1840. 


[SEPTEMDKn, 


Sketch,  of  (he  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  tbe 
United  States  in  1810. 

We  have  at  length  received  a  copy  of  the  annual  report 
which  has  just  been  printed.     In  anticipation  of  the  regular 
tables  which  we  generally  publish,  we  have  made  the  fol- 
lowing hasty  sketch  of  the  commerce  of  1840. 
Imports  1810. 

The  imports  in  1840  (year  ending  30th  Sept.,)  amounted 
to  $107,141,519,  exceeded  by  the  exports  $24,944,427. 
(This  amount  varies  from  the  tables  accompanying  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  Vol.  Ill  page  409,  it  being  then  only 
an  estimate.) 

In  1838  the  imports  were $113,717,404 

1839 162,092,132 

1840 107,141,519 

"Which  shows  the  imports  in  1840  to  have  been  less  than 
in  1838  by  $6,575,885,  and  than  in  1839,  §54,950,613. 

Of  the  imports,  $92,802,352  were  in  American,  and  $14, 
339,167  in  foreign  vessels. 

Of  the  whole  amount  of  imports  $57,196,204,  or_53  per 
cent  was  free  of  duty. 

The  amount  of  imports  from 
England $33,1 14,133     Mexico $4,175,001 


France 17,572,876 

Cuba 9,835,477 

China. 6,640,829 

Brazil 4,927,296 


Hanse  Towns ...  2,52 1 ,4  93 

Brit.  Am.  Col. . .  2,007,767 

Russia 2,572,427 

Brit.  E.  Indies  . .  1,952,461 


From  Sweden  and  Norway,  Holland,  British  W.  I.,  Hayti, 
Spain,  Spanish  W.  I.,  except  Cuba,  Italy,  Venezuela,  Chili, 
the  imports  exceed  one  million  each. 

Some  of  the  principal  articles  of  import  were — 

Teas  (from  China)  lbs.  19,981,476 $5,417,589 

Coffee,  lbs.  94,996,095  8,546,222 

Silks  not  India 8,288,958 

Cloths  and   cassimeres 4,696,529 

Cottons  dyed,  printed  or  colored 3,893,694 

Brown  sugar,  107,955,033  lbs 4,742,492 

Bar  iron 3,397,480 

Salt 1 ,015,426 

Molasses 2,9 10,79 1 

Exports, 
The  amount  of  exports  in  1840  amt'ed  to  $132,085,946 

1839 121,028,416 

1838 108,486,616 

Being  an  excess  in  1840  over  1838  of  $23,599,330,  and 
over  1839  of  $11,057,530.  Domestic  exports  in  1840 
amounted  to  $113,895,634,  and  foreign  exports  to  §18, 190,- 
312.  In  1840  the  domestic  exports  exceeded  those  of  1839, 
$10,361,743.  The  exports  exceed  the  imports  $24,944,427. 
Some  of  the  principal  domestic  exports  in  1 840 — 

Cotton $63,870,307 

Flour 10,143,615 

Tobacco 9,883,957 

Cotton  goods 3,549,607 

Refined  sugar 1,214,658 

Of  the  expoits  there  went  to 
England $57,048,660     Holland $3,856,310 


France 21,841,554 

Cuba 6,310,515 

Brit.  Am.  Col..     6,093,250 
Hanso  Towns . .     4, 1 98,459 


Brit.  W.  Indies.  2,965,584 

Mexico 2,515,341 

Brazil 2,506,574 

Scotland 2,050,940 


Russia,  Danish  W.  Indies,  Hayti,  Italy,  Trieste,  Texas, 
Chili  and  China  each  took  of  the  exports  over  one  million. 

Specie. 

Imports.— gold  bullion $273,127 

silver  do    469,434 

742,561 

Specie— gold 2,812,030 

"         silver 5,328,222 

8,140,252 

8,882,813 
Exports. — American  gold  &  silver  coin  2,235,073 
Foreign  gold  1,468,300 

silver        4,665,952 

6,134,252 

8,369,325 

Total  excess  of  imports $513,488 

Showing  that  there  has  been  an  excess  of  imports  of  $2,- 
748,561  of  Foreign  gold  and  silver,  and  an  export  of  $2,- 
235,073  of  American  in  its  place. 

Commerce  of  some  of  the  Atlantic  States. 
New  York— Imports  $60,440,750.  Exports  $34,264,- 
080,  viz.  domestic  produce  $22,676,609.  Foreign,  $11, 587,- 
471 — Tonnage  entered,  vessels,  4,551  ;  tons,  1,006,990; 
crews,  54,583  men  and  boys.  American  vessels,  2,483  ; 
foreign,  1,708.  Cleared,  2,411  American  ;  1,678  foreign; 
Total,  4,089. 

Massachusetts — Imports  $16,513,858.  Exports,  $10,- 
186,261,  viz.  American  $6,268,158.  Foreign,  $3,918,103 
Tonnage  entered,  1,904  vessels  ;  tons,  321,450  ;  crews,  16,- 
566 ;  American  vessels,  1,201 ;  foreign,  703.  Cleared,  1,704, 
viz.  940  American  and  764  foreign, 

Penxsti-vania— Imports  $8,464,882.  Exports,  $6,820,- 
145,  viz.  American  produce  $5,736,456;  foreign,  $1,083,- 
689 — Tonnage  entered,  444  vessels  ;  tons,  87,702  ;  crews, 
4,253  ;  American,  353  ;  foreign,  91.  Cleared,  376  Ameri- 
can ;  83  foreign. 

Mahtland  — Imports  $4,9)0,746.  Exports  $5,768,768, 
viz.  American  produce  $5,495,020.  Foreign,  $273,748. — 
Vessels  entered  410;  tons,  82,140;  crews,  3,727;  American, 
309  ;  foreign,  101.  Cleared,  352  American  and  109  foreign; 
Total,  461. 

Virginia— Imports  $545„085.  Exports.  $1,769,937 
domestic  produce  ;  $8,283  foreign.  Total,  $4,778,220 ; 
vessels  entered,  136  American;  34  foreign;  Total,  170. 
Cleared,  223  American  ;  37  foreign  ;  Total,  260. 

South  Cauolisa — Imports  $2,058,870.  Exports,  $9,- 
981,016  of  domestic,  and  §55,753  foreign,  Total,  10,036,- 
769  ;  vessels  entered,  257 ;  tons,  60,645  ;  crews,  2,777. — 
Cleared,  406,  viz.  American,  322  ;  foreign,  84. 

Geo  lu;  I  A— Imports  $491,428.  Exports,  $6,862,959— all 
American  produce;  entered  175  vessels.     Cleared,  231. 

Alaiiama— Imports  $574,651.  Exports,  $12,854,694 — 
all  domestic;  vessels  entered,  146  American;  61  foreign; 
Total,  207,  Cleared,  251  American  and  S7  foreign  ;  Total, 
308. 

Louisiana — Imports  $10,673,190.  Exports,  ^32,998,- 
059  of  domestic  and  §1,238,877  foreign;  Total,  §34,236,936 
— vessels  entered,  672  American  ;  252  foreign  ;  Total,  924. 
Cleared,  890  American  and  265  foreign ;  Total,  1,155. 
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Of  the  whole  amount  of  domestic  exports,  the  Southern 
States  exported,  viz  : 

Maryland 5,495,020 

Virginia 4,769,937 

North  Carolina 38r,484 

South  Carolina 9,981,016 

Georgia 6,862,959 

Alabama 12,854,694 

Louisiana 32,998,059 

Florida 1,850,709 

75,199,878 

The  Middle  States  exported  as  follows : — 

New  York 22,676,609 

New  Jersey 14,863 

Pennsylvania 5,736,456 

Delaware 37,001 


New  England  States — 

Maine 1 ,009,9 10 

New  Hampshire 20,76 1 

Vermont 305,1 50 

Massachusetts 6,268,1 58 

Rhode  Island 203,006 

Connecticut 518,210 


28,464,929 


Western  States — 

Ohio 99 1,954 

Michigan 162,229 


District  of  Columbia. 


8,325,195 


1,154,183 
751,429 


Total  exports $113,895,634 


From  this  statement,  it  would  appear  that  the  Southern 
States  export  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  domestic  products 
of  the  United  States — of  which  Louisiana  exports  nearly 
one-half.  But  as  the  Mississippi  is  the  natural  outlet  of  the 
South- Western  and  Western  States,  which  do  not  appear 
in  the  tables  to  have  any  exports — they  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered in  connexion  with  that  State. — Again,  they  are  enti- 
tled to  a  credit  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  exports  from 
the  Middle  and  Eastern  States — such  as  the  cotton,  tobacco, 
rice,  &c. 

The  following  is  a  similar  classification  of  the  States  with 
respect  to  Imports. 

Maryland 4,910,746 

Virginia 545,085 

North  Carolina 252,532 

South  Carolina 2,058,870 

Georgia 491,428 

Alabama 574,651 

Louisiana 10,673,190 

Florida 190,728 

19,697,230 

Middle  States- 
New  York 60,440,750 

New  Jersey 1 9,209 

Pennsylvania 8,464,882 

Delaware 802 


New  England  or  Eastern  States — 

Maine 628,762 

New  Hampshire 1 14,647 


68,925,643 


Vermont 404,617 

Massachusetts 16,513,858 

Rhode  Island 274  534 

Connecticut 277  072 

Southwestern  and  Western — 

Ohio , 4,915 

Kentucky 2,241 

Tennessee 28,938 

Michigan 138,610 

Missouri 10,600 


18,213,490 


District  of  Columbia. 


185.304 
119,852 


Total  Imports ^107,141,515 


Showing  that  about  4-5 ths  of  the  whole  amount  of  Imports 
arrive  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States. 

JVaviffation  and  Tonnage. 
There  arrived  in  1840,  721 1  American,  4571  Foreign  ves- 
sels, total  11,782  vessels,  of  2,289,309  tons.  Crews,  110,- 
991  men,  3,739  boys.  Cleared  during  the  same,  7,583 
American,  4,583  Foreign,  total  12,166;  tons  2,353,495.— 
Crews,  116,331  men,  3,415  boys. 

Of  the  Foreign  vessels  which  entered,  4,024  were  British, 
113  French,  134  Hanseatic,  101  Spanish, 
Of  the  vessels  entered  there  arrived  at 

New  York i  ,955 

Boston 1  ^507 

Passamaquody 1  I6I 

New  Orleans 924 

Philadelphia 444 

Baltimore 410 

The  registered  tonnage  of  the  United  States  is  899,764-76 

enrolled  and  licensed  ...   1,176,694-46 

fishing  vessels 1 04,304-84 


Tons 2, 180,764-16-95 


The  tonnage  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  136,926-64-95 
coasting  trade      1,144,664-34 
cod  fishery  67,926-48 

mackerel  fishery       28,269-19 
steam  navigation     198,184-30 
There  were  built  in  the  United  States  in  1840. — 97  ships, 
109  brigs,  378  schooners,  224  sloops,  63  Steamboats;  total 
871.     Tonnage  118,309  23-95. 

Of  these    181  were  built  in  Maine, 

113         "         "     Massachusetts, 
109         "         "     New  Jersey, 
103         "         "     Pennsylvania, 
111         «         "     Maryland, 
72         «         «     New  York, 
There  were  sold  to  Foreigners     1 1  ships, 

29  brigs, 
"  "  "  46  schooners, 

"  "  "  1  sloop. 

Lost  at  sea  33   ships,  Lost  at  sea  87  schooners, 

"  41    brigs,  «  20  sloops, 

16  steamboats, 
88  vessels  were  condemned  as  unseaworthy. 
We  shall  hereafter  publish  the  usual  tables  on  commerce 
and  navigation  at  length. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Skptebibeh, 


Value  of  liaiicls  iii  Virgiaia,. 

Extract  from  a  Speech  of  Mr.  Benton  on  the  LanJ  Bill : 

Every  State  in  the  Union  contains  land  not  worth  one 
dollar  and  twentj'-five  cents  per  acre.  Every  State  contains 
such  land,  and  no  one  more  than  Virginia.  That  great 
State  would  be  unoccupied  to  the  extent  of  near  one-third 
of  her  territory,  at  this  da}',  if  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre  had  been  fixed  as  the  minimum  price  of  her 
lands.  I  have  in  my  hand  an  abstract  of  a  late  assessment 
of  her  taxable  property,  in  which,  with  all  their  improve- 
ments, and  hundreds  of  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
State,  whole  counties  are  averaged  from  seventy  cents  to 
eighteen  cents  per  acre  ;  and  part  of  wbich  I  will  read  to  the 
Senate,  to  show  to  the  gentleman  the  injustice  of  the  resolve 
which  he  has  applauded,  and  the  effect  upon  Virginia  her- 
self, if  her  own  lands  had  been  sold  by  the  rule  which  she 
prescribes  for  others. 

Extract  from  the  table  of  assessed  lands  in  Virginia. 

Counties.  No.  of  Acres.         Average  Value. 

Tyler 935,817  68  cents. 

Tazewell 894,524  33     do 

Scott -. 609,644  44     do 

Russell 1,268,271  24     do 

Randolph 1,636,.301  23     do 

Patrick 707,138  71     do 

Lewis 694,573  56     do 

Lee 1,810,857  18     do 

Kenhawa 2,990,556  34     do 

Giles 720,133  48     do 

Grayson 274,717  27     do 

Here,  continued  Mr.  B.  is  a  return  of  assessed  values  of 
Virginia  lands,  eleven  counties,  containing  more  than  twelve 
millions  of  acres,  constituting  the  one-third  part  of  the  su- 
perficial contents  of  the  State  ;  and  the  highest  average  of 
which  is  seventy-one  cents  per  acre  !  a  fraction  over  the  one- 
half  of  the  minimum  price  of  Congress  land,  and  the  price 
at  which  the  enemies  of  graduated  prices  intend  to  hold  all 
the  public  lands.  Wliat  would  have  been  the  condition  of 
A^irginia  to-day  if  her  lands  had  been  held  up  at  that  price  ] 
A  wilderness- an  unoccupied  wilderness — to  the  extent  of 
a  third,  or  perhaps,  a  half  of  her  entire  domain. —  Globe. 


A  PROCLAMATION 


By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  ..America. 

Whkukas,  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  sundry  secret  Lodges,  Clubs, 
or  Associations  exist  on  the  Northern  Frontier;  that  the 
members  of  iheseLodges  are  bound  together  by  secret  oaths  ; 
that  they  have  collected  fire  arms  and  other  military  mater- 
ials, and  secreted  them  in  sundry  places;  and  that  it  is  their 
purpose  to  violate  the  laws  of  their  country,  by  making  mili- 
tary and  lawless  incursions,  when  opportunity  shall  offer,  into 
the  Territories  of  a  Power  with  which  the  United  States  are  at 
peace ;  and  whereas  it  is  known  that  travelling  agitators,  from 
both  sides  the  line,  visit  these  Lodges,  and  harangue  the  mem- 
bers in  secret  meeting,  stimulating  them  to  illegal  acts  ;  and 
whereas  the  same  persons  are  known  to  levy  contributions, 
on  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  for  their  own  benefit,  thus 
supporting  and  enriching  themselves  by  the  basest  means  ; 
and  whereas  the  unlawful  intentions  of  the  members  of  these 
Lodges  have  already  been  manifested,  in  an  attem|)t  to  de- 
stroy the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chippewa, 
in  Canada,  and  the  public  property  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment there  being: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Ttleh,  President  of  the  United 
States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  admonishing  all  such 
evil-minded  persons  of  the  condign  puni.shmcnt  which  is 
certain  to  overtake  them  ;  assuring  them  that  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  will  be  rigorously  executed  against  their  ille- 
gal acts ;  and  that  if  in  any  lawless  incursion  into  Canada 
they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  British  authorities  they  will 
not  be  reclaimed  as  American  citizens,  nor  any  interference 
made  by  this  Government  in  their  behalf. 


And  I  exhort  all  well-meaning  but  deluded  persons  who 
may  have  joined  these  Lodges  immediately  to  abandon  them, 
and  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  their  secret  meetings, 
or  unlawful  oaths,  as  they  would  avoid  serious  consequences 
to  themselves.  And  I  expect  the  intelligent  and  well-dis- 
posed members  of  the  community  to  frown  on  all  these  un- 
lavs'ful  combinations  and  illegal  proceedings,  and  to  assist 
the  Government  in  maintaining  the  peace  of  the  country 
against  the  mischievous  consequences  of  the  acts  of  these 
violators  of  the  law. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the   city  of  Washington,  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  A.  U.  one  thousand 
[l.  s.]   eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  and  of  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  the  sixty-sixth. 

JOHN  TYLER. 
By  the  President : 

Damll  Webstek,  Secretary  of  Stale. 


A  PROCLAMATION 

Jiy  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  A'ew  York. 

VVKEnEAS,  in  the  month  of  July  last  two  field-pieces,  the 
property  of  this  State,  were  unlawfully  removed  from  their 
proper  deposi'ories  in  Cayuga  county  :  And  whereas,  on  or 
about  the  17th  of  September,  instant,  a  magazine  at  Lockport 
was  feloniously  entered  and  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowder  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  this  State  was  taken  therefrom:  And 
whereas  these  transactions,  connected  with  other  circum- 
stances, indicate  that  some  evil-disposed  persons  are  engagecJ 
in  collecting  ordnance,  arms  and  ammunition  within  this 
State  for  unlawful  purposes,  and  with  designs  dangerous  to 
the  public  peace  and  the  general  welfare  :  Now,  therefore,  I 
do  hereby  enjoin  upon  all  magistrates  and  public  ofiicers, 
that  they  be  diligent  in  bringing  to  justice  the  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  the  transactions  aforesaid.  Hereby  revoking 
all  offers  of  rewards  herctofoie  made  in  regard  to  the  offence 
first  mentioned,  I  now  ofil-r  a  reward  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the  person  who  shall  giveintorma- 
tion  resulting  in  the  conviction  of  any  individual  of  either 
of  the  crimes  before  mentioned. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  privy  seal  of  the 
State  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  at  the  city  of  Albany, 
[l.  s.]  this  twentieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
By  the  Governor, 

Henhy  UxDERWOon,  Private  Secretary. 


Bl€<lio<l!st  CJiiircli  ill  Oliio. 

The  Ohio  annual  conference  have  just  held  their  meeting 
at  Urbana. 

The  number  of  members  in  the  districts  of  Cincinnati, 
Lebanon,  Dayton,  Urbana,  Chilicothe,  Columbus,  Zanes- 
ville,  Marietta,  Kanawha,  and  of  German  Missions,  are 

White 56,087 

Colored 606 

Local  Preachers 422 

In  Cincinnati,  they  munlier 8,6 10 

The  number  of  Sabbath  Schools  are  318,  having  19,511 
scholars.    What  a  powerful  infiuence  these  schools  are  des- 
tined to  wield.     The  school  library  has  38,246  books. 
The  North  Ohio  Conference  has  24,407  members ! 

[Urbana  Citizen. 
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From  the  New  York  Herald. 
"  Kamschatfen,"  tl»e  Russian  Steam  Frigate. 

We  stated  yesterday,  that  this  war  steamer  made  an  ex- 
perimental trip  down  the  bay  last  Thursday.  She  left  her 
anchorage,  opposite  Jersey  city,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, ran  up  the  river  about  three  miles,  turned,  and  steamed 
to  Sandy  Hook,  and  a  few  miles  outside.  In  all,  she  ran 
over  forty-four  miles  of  water,  and  returned  to  the  city  at 
half  past  six  in  the  evening.  She  was  piloted  by  Mr.  Vos- 
burg,  of  the  "  New  York." 

A  small  and  select  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  accom- 
panied her.  M.  de  Bodisco,  the  Russian  Minister,  and  the 
Belgian  Minister,  were  among  the  number. 

This  trip  was  purely  experimental,  and  made  preparatory 
to  the  final  departure  of  the  steamer,  early  next  week,  for 
Cronstadt.  It  proved  highly  satisfactory  ;  and  it  is  now 
ascertained  that  in  speed,  the  "  Kamschatka"  is  not  equalled 
b}'  any  sea  stea-ner  now  floating  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or 
the  Pacific,  or  the  Indian,  or  the  Black  Sea,  or  the  Baltic. 

When  she  started,  she  displaced  2,468  tons,  and  conse- 
quently drew  a  good  deal  of  water.  She  had  eight  inches 
of  steam  on,  and  in  running  up  the  river  her  wheels  made 
ten  revolutions  per  minute,  against  a  three  knot  tide.  And 
in  coming  down  the  Bay,  the  steam  guage  went  up  to  ten 
and  a  half  inches,  and  the  revolutions  reached  ten  to  ten  and 
a  half  per  minute.  Her  speed  was  then  nine  miles  per 
hour,  against  a  head  wind  with  yards  squared,  and  a  two  or 
three  knot  tide,  which  made  her  actual  speed  to  be  at  least 
twelve  miles  an  hour  I  This  was  produced  by  the  use  of 
anthracite  coal  exclusively.  Had  bituminous  coal  been  burn- 
ed, greater  would  have  been  the  speed.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  this  was  the  first  trip  of  the  steamer,  and  that  her 
machinery  had  never  before  been  used. 

At  one  point  in  the  Bay,  where  the  wind  was  favorable, 
part  of  her  sails  were  unfurled,  and  then  she  made  about 
thirteen  miles  per  hour.  She  performed  this  distance  easily, 
notwithstanding  the  escape  of  some  steam,  which  will  here- 
after be  saved,  by  the  expansion  of  the  pipes  and  valves. — 
We  think  that  when  a  vessel,  displacing  2,468  tons,  with 
every  thing  about  her  new  and  untrfed,  succeeds  in  moving 
through  the  water  at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles,  or  even  nine 
miles  per  hour,  she  must  be  perfect  in  model  and  line. 

Her  consumption  of  coal  averaged  at  the  rate  of  twenty- 
seven  tons  only  per  day,  and  she  can  therefore  carry  one 
month's  supply  with  no  inconvenience  whatever.  She  burns 
the  anthracite  without  the  use  of  blowers,  which  are  used  in 
many  steamers  burning  the  same  kind  of  fuel.  This  is  a 
great  improvement  and  an  immense  saving.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve that  ever  a  steamer  had  so  cool  engine  rooms  as  the 
"  Kamschatka."  In  any  part  of  them,  over  the  boilers,  or 
close  to  the  fires,  the  air  is  cool,  and  the  rooms  very  light. 
Indeed,  near  the  fires  the  draft  is  so  strong  that  it  blows  the 
lights  out.  When  full  steam  is  on,  a  person  can  go  all  over 
the  iron  grated  floors,  around  and  about  the  boilers  and 
cylinders,  and  inspect  every  piece  of  machinery  almost  as 
easily  and  as  comfortably,  and  as  conveniently,  and  as  coolly 
as  they  can  paintings  or  statuary  on  shore,  and  perhaps  with 
equal  pleasure  too.  On  Thursday  ladies  visited  the  engine 
rooms  while  the  machinery  was  in  motion,  walked  all 
around,  and  came  out  delighted,  and  as  clean  as  when  they 
went  in.  We  must  say  that  the  cleanness  and  neatness  of 
the  whole  vessel  is  remarkable.  There  is  none  of  that  dirty, 
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dingy  appearance,  which  is  characteristic  of  steamers  burn- 
ing bituminous  coal — particularly  of  English  steamers. 

One  of  the  principal  features  of  the  "  Kamschatka"  is  the 
steadiness,  and  easy,  swan-like  motion,  with  which  she  moves 
through  the  water.  There  is  no  jar,  no  disagreeable  noiso, 
arising  from  the  machinery — all  is  quiet  and  firm.  Stand- 
ing on  the  deck,  persons  do  not  feel  as  if  the  entire  fabric 
beneath  them  was  tumbhng  to  pieces.  They  feel  safe  and 
secure. 

To  describe  her  as  she  ought  to  be  described  would  take 
several  columns,  there  are  so  many  improvements  in  her 
model  and  her  machinery.  When  she  passed  between  the 
"North  Carolina,"  and  "  La  Belle  Poule,"  the  officers  of 
those  vessels  were  on  their  decks,  and  they  remarked,  par- 
ticularly the  French,  the  beauty  of  her  model  and  rig,  and 
the  neat  and  nimble  wheels  as  they  ploughed  through  the 
water.  These  wheels  have  been  constructed  on  a  new  plan, 
giving  to  an  apparently  slight  wheel  great  strength  and  in- 
creased power  of  propulsion. 

Her  engines  are  of  six  hundred  horse  power,  and  her  ton- 
nage about  two  thousand.  The  proportion  of  steam  power 
to  size  is  not  far  from  one  horse  to  three  and  one-third  tons, 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  speed.  The  principle  on 
which  her  engines  are  worked  is  called  the  triangular.  The 
piston  moves  horizontally,  and  the  connecting  rod  is  on  an 
incline  of  about  sixty  degrees.  The  air-pump  is  worked 
vertically  by  a  crank  connected  with  the  beam  shaft. 

All  the  machinery  is  of  the  most  superb  kind,  finished  in 
a  masterly  manner,  and  made  entirely  of  Livingston  Iron. 
Her  four  large  boilers  are  made  of  American  copper,  and 
there  is  not  a  bit  of  foreign  m^tal  about  her.  Her  cylinders 
weigh  ten  tons  each,  and  were  the  largest  ever  cast  in  this 
country,  and  her  shafts  were  the  heaviest  cast  at  the  time  of 
their  casting. 

There  is  one  feature  in  her  machinery  which  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked.  That  which  turns  the  wheels  is  new  and 
possesses  greater  power,  and  gives  greater  steadiness,  than 
any  we  have  ever  seen.  It  has  three  joints,  like  the  wrist, 
elbow,  and  shoulder  of  a  man's  arm.  Those  on  our  steamers 
have  only  two  joints,  hence  the  superiority  of  the  propellers 
of  the  Russian  steamer.     There  is  no  jerk  about  them. 

Connected  with  the  engine  is  an  apparatus  with  which 
the  magazine,  and  in  fact  the  whole  vessel,  could  be  flooded 
with  water  in  a  very  shott  time,  so  there  is  no  danger  of  be- 
ing burnt  up. 

The  station  for  the  Chief  Engineer  is  so  constructed  that 
from  one  place  he  can  manage  and  overlook  the  whole,  and 
tell  in  an  instant  when  a  neglect  of  duty  occurs. 

Her  hull  is  black,  with  splendid  turned  and  pointed  bows, 
and  round  stern,  each  surmounted  with  a  large  double- 
headed  gilt  eagle.  She  is  rigged  like  a  ship.  She  will  spread 
as  much  canvas  as  either  the  England  or  Sheffield  packet 
ships.  Her  spar  deck  is  flush  fore  and  aft,  and  gives  a  clean 
run  of  240  feet.  On  this  are  placed  four  Paixhan  bomb 
cannons,  two  are  to  throw  shells  of  96  pounds  weight,  and 
two  of  64  pounds.  Above  these  is  the  hurricane  deck,  which 
runs  across  from  wheel-house  to  wheel-house.  Connected 
with  this  is  an  awning,  which  completely  covers  the  spar- 
deck.  Around  the  wheel-houses  are  erected  places  for  the 
painters,  carpenters,  stewards,  boat  keepers  closets  for  the 
sailors,  as  we  mentioned  last  July.  Aft  are  several  splendid 
state  rooms,  intended  for  the  Emperor,  and  other  high  offi- 
cers.    To  each  state  room  is  attached  a  small  room  for  ser- 
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bine,  of  the  Naval  Engineer  Corps,  to  England,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  everythino:  in  relation  to  steam  navigation, 
railroads,  dry  dock  and  sliip  yards,  and  to  take  drawings 
thereof  Not  meeting  with  much  success  in  that  country,  ■ 
they  wrote  to  that  ellect.  He  instantly  sent  them  an  order 
to  "  go  to  America."  They  arrived  here  about  two  years 
since,  and  travelled  North,  South,  East  and  West,  and  also 
to  Texas.  They  visited  every  ship  yard,  every  naval  station, 
every  dry  dock,  every  ship  and  every  steamer  in  the  country. 
Their  gentlemanly  deportment  made  them  friends  wherever 
they  went.  They  have  been  cordially  received  from  the  Pre- 
sident down — every  facility  was  afforded  them,  and  the  re- 
sult is,  they  have  in  their  parte  feuille  plans  and  drawings 
of  docks  and  steamers,  and  steam  engines,  anJ  locomotives 
and  spile  drivers  to  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  over. 
All  these  they  drew  with  their  own  hands,  and  a  more  valua- 
ble collection  is  not  owned  by  any  other  government.  After 
taking  them  they  received  instructions  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  "  Kamschatka,"  and  assist  Captain  Von  Shantz  in 
her  construction. 

With  such  officers,  as  the  four  named  above,  the  Enipe- 
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vants.  Four  boats  are  suspended  upon  the  davits,  and  hang 
even  with  the  deck. 

On  her  forward  gun  deck  are  ten  port  holes,  out  of  which 
run  ten  36  pounders  mounted  on  massive  carriages,  made 
of  African  oak,  and  brass  mounted.  This  deck  is  s[>acious, 
light  and  airy,  and  is  shut  from  tlie  after  section  of  the  same 
deck  by  sliding  or  folding  doors.  These  close  just  forward 
of  where  the  cook  has  an  immense  cooking  apparatus,  which 
is  laid  on  marble  for  the  sake  of  neatness,  durabilily  and 
safety.  Directly  astern  of  this,  runs  up  the  funnel  45  feet, 
with  a  rake  on  a  line  with  the  rake  of  the  niasts,  and  the 
hoops  around  it  beveling  with  the  tops.  This  gives  unifor- 
mity to  the  appear.Kicc  of  the  vessel.  This  funnel  is  seven 
feet  in  diameter.  Aft  of  it  is  the  machinery  which  runs  down 
to  the  kelson,  and  is  laid  on  copper. 

Under  her  f  )rward  gun  deck  are  the  boatswain's  store 
rooms,  magazine,  medicine  rooms,  clerk's  ollice,  gunner's 
apartments,  mess  rooms  for  the  sailors,  and  places  for  them 
to  sleep,  keep  their  clothing,  and  stow  away  their  hammocks 
— and  for  compactness  and  comfort  we  never  saw  their  like. 
Her  cabins  and  drawing  rooms  are  magnificent.  Her 
main  cabin,  the  farthest  attern,  is  large,  the  whole  width  of  |  ror  has  reason  to  feel  proud  of  his  Navy, 
the  ship,  high,  spacious,  and  neatly  fitted  up  with  settees, 
stufled  with  hair,  and  covered  with  haircloth.  This  cabin 
will  carry  six  36  pounders,  and  they  always  remain  therein 
ready  for  use.  Forward  are  two  drawing  rooms,  fitted  up 
in  the  most  splendid  style,  and  are  intended  for  the  imperial 
f  imilv.  The  wood  work  of  these  rooms  consists  of  mahoga- 
ny, bird's  eye  maple,  rose  and  satin  wood,  and  presents  a 
very  fine  appearance.  Beneath  these  are  the  ward  room, 
and  cabins  for  the  officers,  and  around  are  cool  pantries  and 
closets,  also  the  steward's  bar  and  ample  storage  room. 

For  strength  her  hull  is  not  surpassed  by  any  vessel  afloat. 
She  has  iron  straps  innumerable,  and  knees  and  cross  knees 

beneath  every  deck. 

iSuch  is  the  "  Kamschatka."    Her  model  was  drafted  and 
her  line  drawn  and  calculated  by  Captain   Von   Shants  of 

tiie  Russian  Navy,  and  Captain  Pepin  of  the  Russian  Naval 

Engineer  (Jorps,  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Scharoubine  of  the 

Engineer  Corps,  and  Flotofl'of  the  Navy.     And  never  has 

so  perfect  a  model  been  presented  to  the  public.     Her  line, 

as  calculated  has  come  out  precisely,  and  her  speed  fully,  if 

not  more  than   equal  to  expectation.     And  her  machinery 

which  was  constructed  by  Messrs.  Schuyler  of  Jersey  city, 

after  plans  o!"  their  own,  and  of  the  Russian  ofiicers,  is  an 

honor  to  this  country.     Its  workmanship  is  superb,  and  its 

action  beautiful,  easy  and  satisfactory.     It  was  all  put  up 

under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Scott,  an  American,  who 

goes  to  Russia  in  the  steamer  in  the  capacity  of  chief  engi- 
neer. Her  hull  was  built  by  \^'m.  Brown,  the  largest  steam- 
boat builder  in  this  city.  As  a  specimen,  no  better  can  pos- 
sibly be  sent  abroad.    She  is  the  cheapest  vessel  of  the  kind 

we  ever  heard  of,  and  her  cost  is  $200,000  less  than  either 

that  of  the  "  Missouri  "  or  the  "  .Mississippi,"  the  two  steam 

frigates  recently  built  for  our  government. 

What  a  reflection  she  casts  upon  our  merchants.     Here 

is  a  vessel,  the  finest  in  the  world,  built  in  this  city  by  Ame- 


Waval  Reception  of  the  Piiiice  De  JoiuviUe< 

The  reception  of  the  Prince  de  Joinville  by  the  officers  of 
our  Navy,  has  been  marked  with  all  the  courtesy  due  to  so 
distinguished  a  visitor.  On  the  arrival  of  La  Belle  Poule  a 
salute  was  fired — which  was  promptly  returned  by  the  U. 
S.  ship  North  Carolina.  The  Prince  soon  after  visited  the 
North  Carolina,  and  the  visit  was  next  day  returned  by 
Commodore  Perry,  who  in  the  meantime  had  directed  the 
civilities  of  the  port,  and  the  conveniences  of  the  dock  yard 
to  he  tendered  for  the  use  of  the  Prince's  ships.  On  Satur- 
day, agreeable  to  invitation,  the  Prince  visited  the  Navy 
Yard  and  Brooklyn,  where  a  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired  on 
his  arrival.  A  full  garrison  of  marines  and  a  volunteer  com- 
pany, who  had  handsomely  ofifered  their  services,  were  drawn 
up  in  the  yard  to  receive  him,  the  band  playing  a  national 
air,  and  the  tri-colored  flag  flying  on  the  ships  of  war.  After 
visiting  the  Commandant's  quarters  and  receiving  the  hos- 
pitalities of  the  Navy,  the  Prince  visited  the  ships  in  ordi- 
nary, and  the  steamer  Missouri,  the  work-shops,  rope-walks, 
&c. —  with  all  of  which  he  expressed  himself  highly  pleased, 
and  with  the  general  arrangements  of  the  yard.  On  leaving 
the  yard,  a  salute  due  to  the  naval  rank  of  the  Prince,  was 
fired,  which  was  duly  acknowledged  on  his  arrival  on  board 
La  Belle  Poule. — J\\  Y.  Express. 


Antericaii  Books* 

SfepheTis'  Travels. — Mr.  Murray,  the  celebrated  London 
Bookseller,  has  furnished  in  his  own  person  the  best  exem- 
plification we  have  yet  had  of  the  faith  still  cherished  to  some 
extent  in  Great  Britain,  that  nobody  "reads  an  American 
book."  The  Messeurs  Harper  sent  over  five  hundred  copies 
rican  shipwrights  and  American  machinists,  at  an  expense  j  of  Stephens'  Examination  of  the  Central  American  Anti- 
of  only  §400,000,  and  of  speed  unequalled.     What  a  com-  {  quities,  and  the  great  English  publisher  had  so  little  faith 


rncniary  it  is,  too,  for  the  genius  of  this  country  to  be  brought 
out  by  the  Czar  of  Russia  !  If  our  merchants  had  formed  a 
company  two  years  ago,  with  a  capital  of  $1,200,000,  they 
might  now  have  four  steam  ships,  of  the  size  and  dimensions 
of  the  "  Kanrschatka,"  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  ten  days, 
outstripping  every  other  steamer,  and  ever  ready  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  a  war.  But 
they  have  chosen  to  let  Emperor  Nicholas  teach  them  that 
*'  some  things  can  be  done  as  well  as  others  "  in  the  United 
States. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  a  word  to  say  respecting  the  Rus- 
sian naval  officers.  'J'hey  will  leave  us  in  a  few  days,  and 
we  cannot,  therefore,  lose  this  opiiortunity. 

Within  the  last  ten  years  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
Russia  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  every  exertion  madi;  by 
the  Emperor  for  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  his 
people.  He  has  left  no  stone  unturned,  and  about  three 
years  ago  lie  despatched  Captain  Pepin  and  Lieut.  Scheron- 


that  the  book  could  sell  in  England  that  he  refused  to  take 
the  volumes  from  the  Custom-house,  and  they  would  not 
have  appeared  before  the  London  public  at  all,  if  our  Consul, 
Mr.  Aspinwall,  had  not  guarantied  an  indemnity  to  the  hook- 
seller.  Having  taken  this  guaranty,  Mr.  Murray  received 
the  volumes,  and  they  were  all  very  speedily  sold,  and  the 
call  for  more  copies  was  so  urgent  that  an  additional  supply 
was  demanded  of  the  American  publishers.  The  new  sup- 
ply has  been  forwarded,  and  there  is  very  little  doubt  that 
more  still  will  be  called  for.  The  popularity  of  the  work  is 
almost  unprecedented.  About  ten  thousand  copies  of  the 
American  edition  have  already  been  sold,  and  the  interest  is 
still  fresh  as  ever,  and  the  demand  is  just  as  incessant  as 
during  the  first  week  of  the  publication.  The  Harpers  are 
still  called  upon  for  some  five  or  six  hundred  copies  a  week. 
The  work  has  been  translated  into  German,  and  a  French 
edition  is  about  to  be  published  in  Paris. 

[J\r.  y.  Courier  &  Inquirer. 
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SALT  ROCK. 

Much  labor  and  money  have  been  at  various  times  ex- 
pended in  the  vicinity  of  Salt  Springs  to  discover  the  sal 
gem  from  wliich  the  water  derives  saline  properties. 

I  have  had  considerable  correspondence  with  Thomas 
Spencer,  Esq.,  the  agent  of  this  State,  and  Superintendent  of 
the  Salt  Works  at  Syracuse,  in  relation  to  the  Salt  Springs 
at  that  place,  and  from  all  the  facts  I  could  gather,  had  form- 
ed an  opinion  that  the  brine  obtained  from  those  salt  wells 
is  the  result  of  a  lixiviation  of  the  under  strata  of  the  earth 
by  water  from  the  clouds,  and  not  from  the  dissolving  of  the 
sal  gem  below  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

The  Mogul  Tartars,  by  lixiviating  the  earth  impregnated 
with  muriate  of  soda  and  evaporating  the  solution,  obtained 
salt, 

I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  my  correspondent, 
Alexander  Findlay,  Esq  of  Saltville,  Washington  county, 
Virginia,  in  which  he  states  that  in  boring  for  salt  water  at 
that  place,  they  had  discovered  iialt  Hock:  I  give  his  state- 
ment in  his  own  words  : 

"  We  are  about  sixteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Abingdon, 
on  the  waters  of  the  North  Fork  of  Holstein,  in  a  valley,  or 
rather  a  trough,  I  believe  geologists  would  call  it,  of  peculiar 
formation.  On  the  first  settlement  of  this  country,  salt  wa- 
ter was  discovered  by  the  early  settlers  in  this  valley  in  a 
swampy  piece  of  ground,  the  resort  of  buflalo  and  deer  ;  and 
the  place  got  the  name  of  the  I5ig  Lick.  One  or  two  small 
springs  were  discovered,  but  I  do  not  know  that  they  were 
ever  worked.  Perhaps  the  settlers  in  the  neighborhood  did 
make  what  salt  they  wanted  at  them.  At  a  very  early  date 
wells  were  dug,  and  have  since  been  extensively  worked. — 
one  of  the  old  wells,  and  one  of  the  best,  having  some  thirty 
years  since  partly  caved  in,  the  proprietors  of  Saltville,  about 
25  years  since,  at  a  distance  of  about  fifty  feet  from  the  old 
well,  commenced  digging  a  new  well,  which  they  sunk  to 
the  depth  of  about  110  or  1  j  5  feet  and  stopped,  finding  the 
old  well  likely  to  hold  out  and  answer  their  purpose.  This 
new  well  was  afterwards  sunk  to  about  178  or  180  feet,  and 
again  stopped ;  no  person  having  paid  any  attention  to  the 
strata  through  which  they  had  dug.  The  received  opinion 
now  is,  that  at  about  30  feet  they  struck  plaster  and  continued 
in  plaster,  with  occasionally  layers  of  blue  and  red  clay,  with 
a  mixture  of  blue  slate.  About  eighteen  months  since,  we 
determined  to  sink  still  farther  into  this  well,  and  if  possible 
to  get  salt  water.  We  again  commenced  digging  in  plaster 
mixed  with  blue  slate  and  continued  in  it  about  forty  feet, 
when  we  struck  the  Salt  JRoch.  In  this  we  dug  about  fifty 
feet,  and  have  since  bored  about  one  hundred  feet,  when  we 
got  out  of  the  salt  rock,  and  got  into  slate  with  small  por- 
tions of  plaster,  which  we  have  bored  in  for  six  or  seven 
feet. 

About  forty-five  feet  from  the  old  salt  well,  and  the  same 
distance  from  the  new  one,  in  which  the  salt  rock  was  dis- 
covered, we  commenced  two  or  three  weeks  since  to  bore 
another  hole  (not  having  reached  water  in  the  well  we  were 
sinking  ;  we  are,  however,  still  going  on  with  it;)  and  have 
sunk  to  the  depth  of  about  125  to  130  feet.  In  this  hole,  at 
the  distance  of  18  or  19  feet,  we  came  to  a  small  layer  of 
plaster,  and  have  since  been  principally  in  red  clay,  occasion- 
ally going  through  small  strata  of  plaster  and  slate  stone  in 
which  we  have  been  ever  since.  About  150  or  200  yards 
north  of  where  we  are  digging  or  boring,  the  first  layer  is 
slate,  next  a  layer  of  bituminous  shale,  and  then  shell  lime 
stone.  In  digging  or  boring  we  have  never  come  to  limestone. 
Bituminous  coal  is  found  8  or  10  miles  from  us,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  work ;  at  the  distance  of  40  or  50 
miles  a  supply  of  it  could  be  had,  but  it  is  so  difficult  to  get 
roads  to  it  that  at  present  we  could  not  be  compensated  for 
making  them.  Our  salt  water  contains  no  bitter  water  or 
any  other  impurity  except  such  as  is  common  to  lime  stone 
water.  It  is  said  to  be  the  purest  and  strongest  in  the  world; 
from  22  to  30  gallons  of  the  water  makes  fifty  pounds  of  salt." 

Washington  county,  Va.,  is  bounded  on  the  south-west 
by  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  lies  in  a  valley,  between  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  Clinch  Mountains,  and  in  lat.  36  degrees 
35  m. 


T  shall  receive  some  specimens  of  the  Salt  Bock,  and  shall 
I  leave  some  of  it  at  the  office  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
1  for  the  inspection  of  those  who  may  be  desirous  to  examine 
j  it.  It  is  a  very  important  discovery,  and  it  is  therefore  I 
!  take  this  mode  of  making  the  particulars  public. 
'  The  biine  obtained  from  the  last  well  sunk  at  Syracuse  is 
of  seventy-eight  degrees  of  strength, — water  saturated  with 
j  brine  being  reckoned  at  100 — and  yields  about  two  pounds 
I  of  salt  to  the  gallon  ;  and  what  is  somewhat  extraordinary  is 
I  that  the  harder  the  well  is  drawn  by  the  pump,  the  stronger 
1  the  brine  that  is  obtained. 

Ebkn  Mkhta^i. 
I  Journal  of  Commerce. 


KealtU  of  New  Yorlc. 

For  the  last  two  months,  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  city 
has  averaged  above  200  per  week.  This  is  quite  as  large  a 
mortality  as  usual,  even  at  this  least  healthy  season  of  the 
year.  There  is,  however,  no  prevailing  disease,  and  the  oc- 
currence of  frost,  which  must  he  near  at  hand,  will  doubtless 
have  a  beneficial  effect.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  last 
week  by  any  one  disease,  was  28  by  cholera  infantum.  Then 
came  consumption  with  its  27  victims,  convulsions  14,  dys- 
entery 14,  marasmus  13,  &c.  And  as  if  the  vAwXe  train  of 
diseases  and  accidents  were  not  doing  the  work  of  death  fast 
enough,  two  persons  committed  suicide.  Five  were  drown- 
ed. The  following  schedule  will  show  the  comparative 
mortality  in  different  weeks  for  nearly  five  months  past  : 

Sept.     18 213 

11 213 

4 191 

Aug.     28 1 90 

21 224 

14 202 

7 203 

July      31 211 

17 171 

10 151 

•Tune     26 1 05 

19 107 

12 124 

5... 127 

May      29 149 

s      22 123 

15 124 

8 152 

In  1840,  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  week  ending 
September  19,  was  166;  September  12, 183  ;  September  5th, 
20^,— Times. 


Import  aut    Discovery. 


A  large  deposit  of  excellent  iron  ore  was  discovered  a  few 
days  since,  in  digging  a  well  on  the  property  of  Mr.  William 
Albright,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna,  nearly  oppo-. 
site  this  place.  The  vein  has  already  been  pierced  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  seven  feet,  and  "  the  end  is  not  yet."  On 
examination  it  was  discovered  that  the  rocks  in  the  road 
over  which  wagons  had  been  passing  for  forty  years,  were 
an  excellent  iron  ore. 

This  discovery  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  will  ren- 
der this  place,  in  point  of  facilities  for  the  manufacture  of 
anthracite  iron,  unequalled  by  any  other  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  ore  strata  is,  we  presume,  a  continuation  of  the  cele- 
brated Monteur  iron  ridge.  A  railroad  of  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  in  extent,  would  enable  us  to  have  the  ore  brought 
to  the  water's  edge  at  a  trifling  expense.  Thus,  with  iron 
ore  and  lime  stone  close  by,  and  abundance  of  coal  which 
can  be  brought  from  the  Shamokin  mines  to  this  place,  in 
large  quantities,  at  $1  75  per  ton,  we  present  a  field  of  en- 
terprise for  the  manufacture  of  anthracite  iron,  that  must 
and  will  ere  long  be  embraced  by  those  who  desire  to  make 
profitable  invpstments. 

Sunbury  American. 
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MERCHAxNDISE  IMPORTED  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


[October, 


A  SUMMAKY  STATELIEST 

Of  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods,  -mares,   and  merchandise,  imliorted  into  the  United  States,  in  Jimerican  and 
foreign  vessels,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1839,  and  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  Sept.,  1840. 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


MEUCIIAXDISE  FREE  OF  DUTY. 

Articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the 

United  States 

Articles  specially  imported  for  phi- 
losophical societies,  &c. 
Philosophical  apparatus  . 
Books,  maps  and  charts.  . 
Statuary,  busts,  casts,  &c. 
Paintings,  drawings,  etch- 
ings and  engravings  . . 

Specimens  of  botany 

Anatomical  preparations 

Antimony  regulus  of 

Spelter,  or  zinc 

Burr  stones  unwrought 

Brimstone  and  sulphur 

Bark  of  the  cork  tiee 

Clay,  unwrought 

Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth 

Undressed  furs 

Hides  and  skins,  undressed 

Plaster  of  Paris 

Barilla 

Wood,  dye 

Unmanufactured     mahog- 
any, and  other 

Animals  for  breed 

All  other 

Pewter,  old 

Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In  plates  and  sheets 

Brass,  in  pigs  and  bars 

Old 

Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In    sheets,  suited   to  the 

sheathing  of  ships. . 
Old,   fit   only    to    be    re- 
manufactured  

Bullion,  gold 

Silver 

Specie,  gold 

Silver 

Teas,  from  India,  China,  &c.   lbs. 

Coffee " 

Cocoa " 

Fruits,  almonds " 

Currants " 

Prunes " 

Figs " 

Raisins,  Muscatel,  &c.     " 

Ail  other " 

Spiccp,  mace " 

Nutmegs " 

Cinnamon " 

Cloves " 

Pepper " 

Pimento " 

Cassia " 

Ginger " 

Camphor " 

Silks,  lace  veils,  shawls,  shades,  &c. 

Other  manufactures  of  ... . 

Silk  and  worsted,  manufactures  of 


Quantity. 


19,981,476 

94,996,095 

2,626,369 

2,930,089 

589,765 

1,652,819 

2,023,073 

13,620,963 

4,923,084 

9,57.'5 

142,890 

22,167 

268,951 

5,049,129 

2,262,942 

647,102 

59,909 

164,841 


Value. 


$17,999 


5,846 

42,760 

3,217 

8,520 

5,121 

1,054 

11,379 

85,225 

44,668 

65,751 

9,022 

7,073 

564,689 

422,810 

2,756,214 

135,956 

111,607 

476,310 

307,645 

26,772 

145,511 

168 

200,215 

879,078 

73 

1,602 

1,100,664 

411,567 

70,405 

273,127 

469,434 

2,812,030 

5,328,222 

5,417,589 

8,546,222 

161,389 

199,863 

56,651 

74,593 

102,333 

787,228 

184,221 

7,576 

122,603 

1.5,314 

47,568 

189,928 

121, .543 

49,023 

5,384 

62,556 

309,858 

7,979,100 

1,729,792 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Camlets  of  goat's  hair 

Worsted  stutf  goods 

Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached. 
Ticklenburgs,  osnaburgs,  and  bur 

laps 

Sheeting,  brown  and  white 

Bolting  cloth 

Wool,  not  exceeding  eight  cents 

per  pound pounds 

Quicksilver 

Opium 

Crude  saltpetre 

All  other  articles 

Total 


MERCHANDISK  PAYING    DUTIES 
AD   TALOIIEM. 

Manufactures  of  wool — 

Cloths  and  cassimeres 

Merino  shawls 

Blankets,  not  above  seventy-five 

cents  each 

Above  seventy-five  cents 

each 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings 

Other  manufactures  of  wool 

Woollen  yarn pounds 

Worsted  yarn 

Manufactures  of  cotton — 

Dved,  printed,  or  colored 

White 

Twist,  yarn,  and  thread 

Hosiery,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings 
Nankeens,  direct  from  China  .... 
Other  manufactures  of  cotton. . . . 
Manufactures  of  silks  from  India 

China,  &c. — 

Piece  goods 

Sewing  silk 

Other  manufactures  of  silk 

Silk,  sewing,  from  other  places. . . 

Lace,  thread,  and  cotton 

Flaxen  goods — linens,  dyed  and 

colored,  checks,  &c 

Other  manufactures  of  flax. . . . 

Hempen  goods — sail  duck 

Other  manufactures  of  hemp  . . 

Hats  and  bonnets — 

Leghorn,  chip,  straw,  or  grass  flats, 

&.C 

Fur,  wool,  and  leather 

Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel- 
Side  arms , . . 

Fire  arms,  not  specified 

Drawing  knives 

Cutting  knives 

Hatchets,  axes,  and  adzes 

Socket  chisels 

Steelyards  and  scalebcams 

Vices 

Sickles  and  reaping  hooks 

Scythes 


I 


Quantity. 


•  •  •  • 

$7,240 

>  •  •  • 

2,387,338 

— 

4,179,120 

329,054 

•  ■  •  ■ 

261,173 

— 

74,534 

9,303,992 

675,009 

•  >  •  • 

54,415 

•  •  .  « 

40,874 

•  •  •  • 

366,263 

•  •  •  • 

5,849,116 



57,196,204 

547 


Value. 


$4,696,529 
126,609 

239,757 

330,660 
506,452 
221,885 
807 
103,931 

3,893,694 
917,101 
387,095 
792,078 
1,102 
513,414 


963,441 

23,089 

225 

251,275 

468,425 

113,662 

321,684 

615,723 

71,991 


438,000 
7,429 

16,196 
118,589 
6,270 
7,304 
5,915 
9,938 
7,048 
8,420 
5,643 

36,895 
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TABI.TE  COIVTIXUEO. 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


SpaJes  and  shovels 

Squares  of  iron  or  steel 

Wood  screvvs 

Other  articles 

Manufactures  of — 

C  opper 

Brass 

Tin 

Pewter 

Lead 

Wood — cabinet  ware 

Other  manufactures  of . . 

Leather 

Marble 

Gold  and  silver,  precious  stones, 

set  or  otherwise 

Watches,  and  parts  of 

Manufactures  of  glass  ware — 
Cut  and  not  specified  . . .  .pounds. 

Plain  and  other " 

Other  manufactures  of   glass  not 

specified 

Wares — China  and  porcelain. . . . 

Earthen  and  stone 

Plated,  not  specified 

Gilt 

Japanned  

Saddlery — common  tinned  and  ja- 
panned   

Plated  brass  and  polish- 
ed steel  

Coach  and  harness  furniture 

Carriages,  and  parts  of. 

Slates  of  all  kinds 

Quills  prepared 

Black-lead  pencils 

Paper  hangings 

Hair-cloth  and  hair  seating .... 

Brushes  of  all  kinds 

Copper  bottoms,   cut  round  and 

turned  on  the  edge 

Silvered  or  plated  wire 

Raw  silk 

Indigo pounds- 
Wool    manufactured,     exceeding 
eight  cents  per  pound,  .pounds. 
Articles  not  enumerated,  at  5  p.  c. 


Quantity. 


Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


10 
12 

12J 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Total 


MERCHANDISE  PAYING  SPECIFIC 
DCTIES. 

Flannels sq.  yds. 

Bookings  and  baizes " 

Carpeting — Brussels,    Wilton, 

and  treble  ingrained " 

Other  ingrained  and  Venetian  " 


Value. 


289,73.3 
1,156,112 


1,126,334 
594,748 


$13,673 

3,041 

131,986 

2,204,311 

60,438 
247,679 

28,774 

24,631 
901 

86,275 
148,477 
473,091 

19,287 

201,590 
420,959 

63,625 
127,327 

169,895 

187,816 

1,822,415 

103,899 

23,496 

38,677 

83,910 

117,090 

4,764 

3,893 

70,744 

21,417 

3,799 

76,521 

59,555 

38,762 

8,809 

3,087 

234,235 

1,121,701 

171,067 

76,724 

1,181 

2,848 

231,460 

974,321 

361 

57.3,516 

34,213 

2,154 

663 

251,644 


153,281 
144,082 

167,650 
127,583 


26,998,981 


67,690 
51,025 

246,068 
92,433 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Quantity. 


Floor-cloth,  patent,  printed,  or 

painted sq.  yds, 

Oil-cloth  furniture " 

Cotton  bagging " 

Wines — Madeira galls. 

Sherry " 

Red,  of  France " 

Other  of  France " 

French,  in  bottles " 

I  Sicily " 

Red,  of  Spain  and  Austria  ..." 
Other,  of  Spain,  Austria,  and 

Mediterranean " 

Of  other  countries,  in  casks..   " 
Of  other  countries,  in  bottles.   " 

Spirits  from  grain " 

other  materials  . .   " 

Molasses " 

Vinegar " 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  in  casks.   " 
in  bottles  " 
Oil — Foreign  fishing — sperm- 
aceti   " 

Whale  and  other  fish. . .    " 

Olive " 

Castor " 

Linseed " 

Rapeseed " 

Teas     from     other     places    than 

China pounds. 

Chocolate " 

Sugar — brown " 

White,  clayed  or  powdered ..." 

Loaf. " 

Candy " 

Other,  refined " 

Syrup  of  sugar  cane " 

Cayenne  pepper " 

Candles — wax  and  spermaceti  " 

Tallow    « 

Cheese " 

S  oap " 

Tallow " 

Lard « 

Reef  and  pork " 

Bacon " 

Butter " 

Saltpetre " 

Vitriol— oil  of " 

Salts  — Epsom " 

Glauber " 

Tobacco,  manufactured — snuff  " 

Cigars thousands. 

Other  than  snuff  and  cigars. .  .lbs. 

Cotton " 

Gunpowder " 

Bristles " 

Glue " 

Ochre — dry " 

in  oil  .  , " 

Lead,  red  and  white " 

Whiting  and  Paris  white " 

Litharge " 

Sugar  of  lead " 

Lead — pig,  bar  and  sheet " 

Shot " 

Pipes " 

Old  and  scrap " 


18,094 
55,705 

2,986,075 
186,176 
136,848 

2,065,953 
447,424 
380,047 
320,461 
217,719 

831,241 

407,780 

18,470 

970,440 

1,897,054 

19,703,620 

76,721 

19,875 

130,901 

14,812 

37,236 

128,216 

2,496 

393,477 

147 

25,119 

3,682 

107,955,033 

12,984,552 

505 

630 

647 

10 

2 

622 

72,892 

201,026 

214,338 

593,699 

98 

467,916 

122,481 

2.5,260 

549,552 

1,008 

1,511 

1,166 

445 

73,899 

645 

2,774,722 

19,385 

235,799 

9,467 

2,632,009 

35,169 

643,418 

296,264 

6,831 

132,670 

513,343 

1,460 

741 

47,058 


Value. 


$19,894 
13,754 
310,211 
351,438 
139,002 
439,799 
1 14,094 
499,923 
116,129 
37,422 

245,438 

229,262 

36,669 

420,069 

1,172,495 

2,910,791 

14,614 

12,044 

123,441 

13,837 

14,196 

85,912 

2,986 

173,830 

87 

9,421 

1,294 

4,742,492 

838,458 

62 

50 

63 

3 

1 

326 

8,674 

23,229 

13,859 

50,545 

7 

12,432 

14,087 

3,763 

24,172 

747 

44 

98 

211 

869,434 

188 

236,177 

4,521 

94,325 

1,139 

34,440 

3,399 

41,043 

1,017 

378 

11,385 

18,111 

164 

44 

1,136 
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TAKI.E  C©.\TI'SUS1>. 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Cordage — cables  and  tarred  .  .lbs. 
Untarred  and  yarn.   " 

Twine,  packthread,  &c " 

Corks " 

Copper — rods  and  bolts " 

nails  and  spikes. ..." 

Fire  arms— muskets number. 

Rifles " 

Wire — cap  or  bonnet pounds. 

Iron  and  steel  wire— not  above 

No.  14 " 

Above  No.  14 " 

Iron — tacks,  brads,   and   spiigs — 
not   exceeding    16    ounces   per 

1,000 M. 

Exceeding  16  oz.  per  1,000  .  lbs. 

Nails ■ " 

Spikes " 

Cables   and   chains,    or   parts 

thereof " 

Mill  saws number. 

Anchors pounds. 

Anvils " 

Blacksmith's     hammers     and 

sledges " 

Castings — vessels  of " 

All  other " 

Round,    as   braziers'   rods,    of 
3-16  to  8-16  inch  diameter.   " 

Nail  or  spike  rods " 

Sheet  and  hoop " 

Band  iron,  scroll  iron,  or  case- 
ment rods,  slit  or  hammered  " 

In  pigs cwt. 

Old  and  scrap " 

Bar — manufactured  by  rolling  " 
manufactured  otherwise    " 

Steel " 

Hemp " 

Alum " 

Copperas " 

"Wheat  flour " 

Salt bushels. 

Coal " 

Wheat " 

Oats " 

Potatoes " 

Paper — folio  and  quarto  post,  .lbs. 
Foolscap,  drawing  and  writing" 
Printing,      copperplate,      and 
stainers' " 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1,480,93.3 

379,014 

806,493 

241,089 

.5,183 

1,42G 

8,824 

56 

3,.543 

184,2.59 
36,215 


2,8.52 

1,382 

715,191 

104,134 

2,114,760 

575 

154,227 

324,698 

35,279 

444,388 
3,180,100 

433,620 

1,108 

5,529,585 

34,470 

110,314 

14,142 

656,574 

576,381 

44,506 

93,788 

1 

55 

329 

8,183,203 

4,560,287 

593 

1,453 

35,952 

51,524 

337,492 

1,489 


$89,504 

13,434 

141,973 

56,186 

1,071 

361 

34,200 

976 

2,262 

9,885 
5,811 


708 

166 

62,477 

5,032 

89,643 
1,874 
8,876 

23,203 

1,922 

14,072 

100,824 

47,782 

24 

235,809 

963 
114,5621 
15,749' 
1,707,6491 
1,689,831 
528,716} 
686,777! 
9 
73 
430: 
1,015,426 
387,238; 
639 
837 
16,690 
L5,109 
40,620 

436 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


wrappmn 


Sheathing,  binder 
and  box  boards 

All  other " 

Books — printed     previous     to 

1775 vols. 

Printed    in    other  languages 
than   English,   Latin   and 

Greek " 

Printed  in  Greek  and  Latin — 

bound pounds. 

Unbound " 

All  other — bound " 

Unbound " 

Apothecaries'  vials  and  bottles, 
not  exceeding  the  capacity  of 

6  oz.  each gross, 

Exceeding  6  and  not  exceed- 
ing 16  oz.  each " 

Perfumery  and  fancy  vials  and 
bottles,  not  exceeding  the  ca- 
pacity of  4  oz.  each " 

Exceeding  4  but  not  exceeding 

1 6  oz.  each " 

Demijohns No, 

Glass  bottles,  black,  not  above 

1  quart gross. 

Exceeding  1  quart " 

Window  glass,  not  exceeding 

8  inches  by  10 lOOsq.ft 

Exceeding  8  by  10,  and  not 

exceeding  10  by  12  inches  " 
Exceeding  10  by  12  inches  .  " 
Fish,  dried  or  smoked. . .  .quintals 

Salmon bbls. 

Mackerel " 

All  other " 

Shoes  and  slippers,  silk  . . .  .pairs. 
Prunella,  nankeen,  &c.  &c.  . .    " 
Leather,  kid,  and  morroco,  &c.  " 

Children's " 

Boots  and  bootees " 

Playing  cards packs, 

Felts  or  hat  bodies No, 

Value  of  merchandise  paying  spe- 
cific duties , 

Do.  ad  valorem  duties 
Do.  free  of  duty , 


Total 


Quantity. 


8,781 
38,312 

8,697 


111,108 

2,812 

3,112 

25,975 

90,534 


189 
87 

47 

30 
85,508 

25,328 
220 

1,918 


Value. 


871 
13,233 

5,855 


77,155 

2,324 

2,088 

37,592 

85,750 


559 
366 

'     890 

681 

25,072 

116,876 
1,393 

6,711 


3,110 

10,277 

19,198 

39,758 

4,061 

19,3.55 

4,860 

78,233 

11,823 

114,590 

8,810 

48,979 

2,030 

1,858 

403 

268 

47,386 

32,377 

1,823 

589 

12,012 

36,141 

66 

5 

513 

269 

22,946,334 

.... 

26,998,981 



57,196,204 

•  •  •  • 

107,141,519 

Imports  in  American  vessels > . , 92,802,352 

"  Foreign  vessels 14,339,167 


TnEASunT  Depautment,  lie^-ister's  Office,  June  22,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


Ijoav  Water. 

Our  forwarders  and  canal  shippers  are  suffering  great  in- 
convenience, in  consequence  of  the  low  stage  of  water  in 
the  lake,  and  consequent  lack  of  that  element  in  the  canal. 
In  every  direction  we  see  canal  boats,  laden  with  wheat  and 
flour  aground,  unable  to  move  forward.  This  derangement 
also  extends  to  our  harbor,  where  much  embarrassment  pre- 
vails among  the  like  craft,  both  on  entering  the  harbor  and 
in  attempting  to  approach  the  wharves  and  unload. 

Independent  of  the  great  and  prolonged  drought,  the 
water  in  the  lake  is  far  below  any  mark  within  the  remem- 


brance of  our  oldest  Salts.     Many  ports  on  the  lake  are 
almost  inaccessible  to  the  largest  steamboats. — Buffalo  Jour. 


Coal  nnd  Copper. 

It  is  said  that  Governor  Doty  has  discovered  bituminous 
coal  and  copper  on  the  St.  Peters,  to  which  steamboats  can 
ascend.     Specimens  arc  now  at  Prarie  du  Chien, 


The  Huntsville  Ala,  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  has,  at  last, 
stopped  specie  payments.  This  is  the  only  one  of  the  branches 
which  has  .continued  paying  specie  until  the  present  time. 


1841.] 
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SSictcBi  of  ercn.  Mog'er  Melsois. 

Perhaps  no  single  county  in  any  State  of  our  Union,  fur- 
nished better  soldiers  in  the  war  of  Independence  than  Fred- 
erick county,  Maryland.  From  this  favored  spot  issued  forth 
to  the  bloody  field  O.  H.  Williams,  Beatty,  Ford,  Wcltner 
and  Everheart;  who  either  ended  their  career  in  the  storm 
and  fury  of  battle,  or  triumphed  in  the  shout  of  victory.  'J"o 
this  patriotic  band  should  be  added  Iloger  A'elsoii,  who  was 
born  near  the  Point  of  Rocks  on  the  Potomac,  in  1762,  and 
in  178  J  entered  as  a  Cadet  in  the  old  Maryland  line,  which 
for  courage  and  discipline  was  hardly  exceeded  by  Cesar's 
tenth  legion,  or  the  imperial  guards  of  Napoleon.  In  the 
summer  of  this  year  he  was  united  to  the  Southern  army, 
now  commanded  by  Gen.  Gates,  the  conqueror  of  the  ill-fated 
Burgoyne.  The  American  General  left  his  country  seat  in 
Berkley  county,  Virginia,  in  July  of  this  year,  and  reached 
head  quarters  on  the  iSth,  where  the  command  of  the  troops 
was  surrendered  into  his  hands  by  the  Baron  De  Kalb. — 
Great  distress  prevailed  ;  ammunition,  arms  and  provisions 
were  wanted;  the  militia  were  undisciplined  ;  the  inhabitants 
disaffected;  the  country  laid  waste  by  a  victorious  foe;  our 
countrymen  slaughtered  by  the  relentless  legion  of  Tarlton  ; 
families  flying  in  giief  and  despondency,  and  several  of  the 
Southern  States  in  the  actual  occupation  of  the  royal  army. 
Gates  took  his  position  at  Rugely's  mills.  Lord  Rawdon  at 
Camden.  Comwallis  himself  arrived  on  the  15th  of  Au- 
gust, and  assumed  the  command.  Both  armies  took  up  the 
line  of  mnrch  about  half  past  two  in  the  morning  of  the  16th 
August,  1780,  and  met  unexpectedly  in  the  woods,  where 
considerable  skirmishing  continued  for  some  time,  eventu- 
ating in  some  loss  and  much  confusion  among  our  troops. 
From  this  disastrous  commencement  they  seem  not  to  have 
recovered  during  tlie  day.  Gates  displayed  but  little  skill, 
either  in  the  plan  of  battle  or  its  execution.  The  continen- 
tals under  Smallwood,  Stephens  and  De  Kalb,  performed 
deeds  of  daring  on  that  day  worthy  of  their  former  fame. — 
Neither  the  shameful  flight  of  the  militia,  nor  the  destructive 
fire  of  the  British  van,  could  induce  them  to  yield  the  battle 
field,  until  nearly  4(0  were  slain,  and  many  hundreds  wound- 
ed and  taken  prisoners.  The  brave  Baron,  with  all  the 
composure  of  a  philosopher,  and  the  calm  fortitude  of  an  ac- 
complished soldier,  yielded  up  his  spirit  on  the  spot  where 
he  fell,  with  the  most  ardent  prayers  for  ihe  prosperity  of  the 
country,  to  obtain  whose  independf^nce  he  had  left  his  native 
land  and  encountered  all  the  accillents  "  of  flood  and  field." 

In  this  disastrous  conflict,  young  Nelson  fought  with  all 
the  native  intrepidity  of  his  character.  In  the  retreat  he  was 
wounded  and  fell.  A  merciless  band  of  the  enemy  surround- 
ed him,  and  before  their  vengeance  vv'as  gratified,  he  received 
several  flesh  wounds.  In  vain  did  he  cry  for  quarters  ;  their 
respimse  was,  "  we  will  quarter  you."  Weltering  in  blood, 
exposed  to  the  vertical  sun,  without  any  assistance  or  refresh- 
ment of  any  sort,  he  lay  on  the  sand  until  life  was  almost  ex- 
tinct. He  was,  however,  providentially  discovered,  his 
wounds  dressed,  and  borne  away  a  prisoner  to  Charleston, 
S.  C.  He  is  now  in  the  hands  of  an  exulting  and  trium- 
phant enemy,  far  from  his  friends  and  fellow-soldiers,  igno- 
rant of  his  future  fate  ;  depending  for  the  restoration  of  his 
health  on  the  care  of  those  who  felt  no  interest  in  the  result; 
his  beloved  Maryland  line  dispersed  amid  the  disastrous  re- 
verses of  war;  many  of  his  companions,  to  whom  he  was  at- 
tached by  the  tenderest  ties,  slain  or  captured  ;  the  star  of 
his  country  obscured  by  clouds,  and  tb.e  hope  of  liberty  near- 
ly extinguished. 

In  this  sad  and  painful  condition  of  body  and  mind,  young 
Nelson  continued  for  some  months,  until  he  was  exchanged, 
and  was  soon  after  appointed  Lieutenant  in  the  Regiment  of 
Cavalry  commanded  by  the  celebrated  Col.  William  Wash- 
ington, than  whom  Murat  himself  was  neither  more  brave 
nor  skilful.  His  wounds  being  now  healed,  he  entered  on 
the  duties  of  his  rank  with  zeal  and  enthusiastic  ardor.  His 
chief,  alone,  was  a  tower  in  the  day  of  peril ;  he  inspired 
every  bosom  and  nerved  every  arm.  U  hen  the  bugle  sound- 
ed for  battle,  each  soldier  watched  the  eye  of  their  Colonel, 
and  panted  for  the  contest  as  they  beheld,  in  his  manly  vis- 
age, the  spirit  of  patriotism  animating  and  lighting  up  every 
feature  of  his  noble  countenance.     It  was  the  good  fortune 


of  Nelson  to  serve  under  the  chivalric  Colonel  at  Guilford 
Court  House,  on  the  1.5th  March,  1781.     Greene  was  now 
the  successor  of  the  ill-starred  Gates,  and  after  a  great  variety 
of  military  manoeuvres.which  alike  signalized  the  skill  both 
of  himself  and   Comwallis,  those  two  accomplished  com- 
manders resolved  this  day  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
war.   -The  royal  army  was  composed  of  the  best  troops,  led 
by  the  bravest  officers.     At  the  head  of  the  American  army 
was  Greene,  second  to  none  but  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
whom  none  could  equal.     Greene  selected  his  ground  very 
advantageously,  and  made  the  most  skilful  disposition  of  his 
forces.     His  right  flank  was  commanded  by  Col.  Washing- 
ton.    Leslie,  Webster,  O'llara  and  Comwallis  brought  up 
their  troops  with  admirable  coolness  and  skill,  and  attacked 
our  line  with  their  usual  bravery  and  perseverance.     The 
battle  soon  raged  with  fury  ;  the  best  troops  of  both  armies 
met  in  deadly  strife  ;  the  roar  of  artillery  and  small  arms  was 
heard  throughout  the  surrounding  country.     Victory  seemed 
doubtful  ;  the  shout  of  advancing  columns  re-echoed  through 
the  neighboring  woods.     P'or  more  than  two  hours  the  con- 
test was  every  moment  more  terrible,  and  the  patriotic  bosom 
of  Greene  alternately  filled  with  the  bright  visions  of  hope, 
and  the  suggestions  of  despair.     In  the  midst  of  the  engage- 
ment, Washington  charged  the  British  guards  with  great 
fury,  and  broke  their  ranks.     Sergeant  Everheart,*  who  had 
been  prevented  from  participating  in  the  conflict  from  severe 
wounds  received  at  the  Cowpens  on  the  preceding  17th 
January,  (the  good  old  man  yet  resides  in  Middletown  val- 
ley,) says  that  he  witnessed  the  charge  from  the  top  of  an 
hill,  where  Washington   had  left  him  for  the  protection  of 
the  baggage  wagons.     He  declares  it   v^as  one  of  the  most 
splendid  feats  performed  during  the  war.     At  this  moment 
the  infantry  rushed  to  the  aid  of  the  cavalry,  and  the  slaugh- 
ter of  the  British  was  severe.     It  was  now  that  Capt.  Smith, 
of  Baltimore,  cut  down  the  commander  of  one  of  the  battal- 
ions of  the  enemy.     The  circumstances  were  related  to  me 
by  the  late    Col.  Anderson,  of  Montgomery  county,  who 
fought  on  that  day  as  a  captain  in  Gunby's  regiment.     He 
happened  to  be  very  near  when  the  event  occurred.    Smith 
had  been  captured  at  Camden,  and  while  a  prisoner  had  been 
cruelly  treated  by  this  very  officer;  when  bidding  him  adieu 
on  his  exchange.  Smith  sternly  remarked  :  "if  the  fortune  of 
war  should  ever  bring  us  in  conflict  in  the  same  field,  be  as- 
sured that  your  tyranny  shall  be  surely  repaid."  On  the  day 
prior  to  the  battle  of  Guilford,  An;^erson  saw  Smith  busily 
engaged  in  sharpening  his  sword,  with  the  fixed  purpose  of 
fulfilling  his  threat  should  opportunity  offer.     That  determi- 
nation was  fatally  gratified,  for  he  fell  a  lifeless  corpse  at  the 
foot  of  the  injured  American. 

Military  men  agree  that  the  Battle  of  Guilford  was  a  well 
fought  action,  and  that  both  armies  were  alike  brave  and  un- 
daunted. Nelson  conducted  himself  with  courage  and  cool- 
ness throughout  the  whole  conflict.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing,  was  14  commissioned  officers,  and  312  norh- 
commissioned  officers  and  privates  ;  that  of  the  enemy  532, 
among  whom  were  Lieutenants  Colonel  Stewart  and  Web- 
ster, two  of  the  finest  officers  in  the  army  of  Comwallis. — 
Greene,  it  is  true,  retreated,  but  only  with  the  view  of  soon 
again  seeking  battle  with  his  highly  gifted  adversary.  From 
this  time  the  hostile  armies  were  constantly  engaged  in  the 
boldest  ellbrts  of  partizan  warfare;  in  recruiting  and  disci- 
plining their  troops;  in  carrying  on  the  seige  of  Ninety  Six, 
and  in  harassing  each  other  by  all  the  stratagems  of  war- 
fare. In  the  Carolinasand  Georgia,  the  civil  war  in  the  sun> 
mer  of  1781  raged  with  unmitigated  fury  and  violence. — 
Lord  Rawdon  left  America  early  in  the  fall  for  England,  and 
the  command  devolved  on  Lieutenant  Col.  Stewart.  On 
the  morning  of  the  8th  of  September,  1781,  at  the  Eutaw 
Springs,  the  two  armies  met.  Greene  arranged  his  forces 
with  much  skill.  Washington,  with  cavalry,  and  the  infan- 
try of  Kirkwood,  formed  his  corps  d'  reserve.  As  the  con- 
tinental troops  came  into  the  engagement,  Washington  was 
ordered  to  act  on  the  left.  After  viewing  the  situation  of 
the  enemy,  he  determined  to  turn  their  right  flank,  command- 
ed by  Major  Banks,  and  to  charge  its  rear.     In  this  charge, 

*  Sec  Vol.  HI,  p.  220. 
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to  the  unspeakable  mortification  of  Lieut.  Nelson,  he  saw 
his  gallant  commander  wounded,  his  horse  killed  under  him, 
and  ere  he  could  be  disengaged,  tuken  prisoner.  'J'his  obsti- 
nate battle  lasted  nearly  four  hours  ;  the  loss  on  each  side 
•was  estimated  at  about  one  thousand,  and  but  for  the  pro- 
tection afforded  the  British  troops,  who  sheltered  themselves 
in  a  brick  house,  whence  they  destroyed  great  numbers  of 
our  men  at  every  fire,  the  rojal  army  must  have  been  cut  in 
pieces,  or  have  surrendered  at  discretion.  Thus  ended  the 
brilliant  alTair  at  Eutaw,  unequalled  by  any  other  engage- 
ment during  the  Revolution.  The  British  power  in  the 
South  was  at  once  annihilated.  Confidence  in  the  justice  of 
cur  cause  and  the  valor  of  our  troops  was  restored  and  in- 
creased, and  peace  hegan  to  dawn  once  more  on  our  distract- 
ed and  impoverished  country.  Lieut.  Nelson,  however,  still 
remained  with  the  army  until  it  was  disbanded  after  the  ca- 
pitulation of  Yorktown. 

Through  these  various  and  appalling  scenes  he  had  pass- 
ed before  he  attained  his  twentieth  year.  In  1783,  on  his 
return  to  Maryland  from  the  army,  he  studied  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  William  H.  Dorsey,  in  Georgetown.  lie  subscquentl}' 
removed  to  Taney  town,  and  in  that  small  village  commenced 
his  professional  career,  whence  he  soon  after  came  to  Freder- 
icktown,  where  he  acquired  a  very  extensive  practice. 

His  manners  were  popular  ;  his  life  had  been  full  of  thrill- 
ing incidents ;  the  fortunes  of  a  soldier  attracted  public  atten- 
tion ;  and  his  friends  soon  clustered  around  him,  feeling 
strong  interest  in  his  welfare.  Politics  now  excited  the  gene- 
ral attention,  and  in  '9.')  he  was  elected  to  ihe  House  of  Dele- 
gates of  his  native  State.  In  18'JO,  and  oftentimes  after- 
ward, did  the  voice  of  Frederick  county  return  him  to  the 
same  seat  with  renewed  marks  of  favor  and  approbation.  In 
one  of  the  warmly  contested  campaigns,  when  he  was  op- 
posed by  a  very  influential  man,  he  discovered  that  the  im- 
mense assemblages  which  had  collected  at  Westminister  to 
hear  the  candidates  on  the  hustings,  was  somewhat  unfavor- 
able to  his  pretensions,  and  that  he  was  likely  to  lose  their 
support.  All  his  arguments  seemed  to  avail  but  little. — 
Suddenly  he  opened  his  bosom  and  displayed  to  their  view 
the  scars  received  at  ('amden  ;  it  operated  like  an  electric 
shock ;  he  at  once  wielded  the  multitude  with  the  same  elFect 
as  did  .Anthony  when  he  bid  the  Komans  look  on  the  dead 
body  of  Cajsar,  and  by  this  happy  stratagem  ensured  his  elec- 
tion by  a  triumphant  majority.  During  Mr.  Jefferson's  ad- 
ministration, Mr.  Nelson  was  chosen  Representative  to  Con- 
gress, from  the  district  composed  of  F'rederick,  Washington 
and  Allegany  counties,  and  notwithstanding  frequent  oppo- 
sition, so  great  was  his  popularity  that  he  never  lo.st  an  elec- 
tion. During  all  this  stormy  period  of  our  history,  when  the 
unjust  decrees  of  Bonaparte  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Bri- 
tish orders  in  council  on  the  other,  were  destroying  neutral 
commerce,  and  depriving  us  of  our  natural  right  to  jiavigatc 
the  ocean,  Mr.  Nelson  stood  up  the  bold,  uncompromising 
advocate  of  all  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Administration 
to  protect  our  commerce.  And  when  naught  but  an  appeal 
to  the  sword  would  avail,  we  find  him  advocating  the  decla- 
ration of  war  in  June,  1812,  with  all  the  zeal  he  had  display- 
ed in  early  life.  He  believed  that  all  negotiation  was  fruit- 
less, and  he  relied  on  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  our  gal- 
lant seamen  and  soldiers  to  vindicate  our  wrongs.  The  result 
equalled  his  expectations.  Soon  our  banner  was  respected 
in  every  sea.  Hull,  Decatur,  Bainiiridge  and  Perry  taught 
Britannia  that  she  did  not  "rule  the  waves;"  while  t!)e 
plains  of  Bridgewater  and  Orleans  evinced  3'et  to  the  world 
that  the  fire  of  the  Revolution  was  not  extinct.  Before  the 
war  closed,  however,  declining  health  compelled  Mr.  Nelson 
to  retire  from  political  life. 

1793  he  organized  a  troop  of  cavalry,  and  in  1794  was,  as 
its  cammander,  actively  engaged  in  suppressing  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  during  the  administration  of  Washing- 
ton, and  some  years  afterwards  was  appointed  a  Brigadier- 
General  of  Militia.  He  died  in  May,  1815.  Such  is  an 
imperfect  outline  of  the  public  life  of  Gen.  Roger  Nelson. 
That  he  was  a  brave  soldier  and  tried  patriot,  must  be  con- 
ceded by  all ;  that  throughout  his  long  and  arduous  career  in 
the  political  world,  love  of  country  was  the  first  and  last  wish 
of  his  heart  cannot  be  denied, — Raleig-h  lic^istcr. 


Ulanjifacture  of  Iron  iii  Xcw  Jersey. 

Remarks  of  J^r.  Miller,  of  J\e~v  Jersey,  on  the  amendmetit 
offered  l>y  Jifr.  Buclianan, imposing  a  duty  on  Railroad 
Iron  of  20  per  cent. 

In  Senate  United  States,  August  30,  1841. 

Mr.  Miller  said  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  re- 
present was  deeply  interested  in  the  result  of  any  question 
connected  with  the  manufacture  of  iron.  The  mineral  wealth 
of  New  Jersey  was  equal,  if  not  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union.  Her  iron  mines,  of  superior  quality 
and  of  inexhaustible  quantity,  are  located  within  about  thirty 
miles  of  New  York,  with  a  water  communication  connect- 
ing them  with  that  city,  and  also  with  the  great  coal  fields 
of  Pennsylvania.  We  are  also  supplied  by  nature  with  con- 
venient water  power,  abundantly  sufficient  to  drive  any  num- 
ber of  works  which  enterprise  and  capital  may  be  induced  to 
errect  for  the  manufacture  of  iron.  With  these  advantages 
we  may  even  venture  into  a  rivalry  with  the  great  State  of 
Pennsylvania  ;  and  I  would  forewarn  the  Senator  from  that 
State  not  to  anticipate  a  monopoly  in  this  business,  for  I 
will  assure  him  that  as  soon  as  Pennsylvania  "  is  ready  to 
supply  the  world  with  iron,"  she  will  find  New  Jersey  an  ac- 
tive competitor  for  at  least  one-half  of  that  market. 

One  of  the  difficulties  that  our  iron  manufacturers  have 
to  contend  with  was  the  high  price  of  coal  which  they  were 
compelled  to  employ  in  smelting  the  ore.  Charcoal,  hereto- 
fore used  as  the  principal  agent,  is  limited  by  nature  in  its 
supply,  and  is  becoming  every  year  more  scarce  and  expen- 
sive. The  late  invention,  by  which  our  primitive  ores  can 
be  smelted  by  the  agency  of  anthracite  coal,  has,  within  the 
last  year,  been  successfully  tested  by  actual  experiments. — 
This  valuable  discovery  has  given  a  new  impetus  to  the  iron 
business  in  this  country,  and  men  of  enterprise  and  of  capi- 
tal are  now  turning  their  attention  to  it.  During  the  last 
year  several  large  establishments  have  been  erected  in  New 
Jersey,  and  are  now  profitably  engaged  in  making  iron  upon 
this  new  and  im|>roved  method. 

I  believe  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  we  are  pre- 
pared to  make  railroad  iron  for  the  supply  of  the  home  mar- 
ket ;  and  we  ask  nothmg  but  the  ordinar)'  protection  to  en- 
able us  to  compete  successfully  with  the  Ibreign  manufac- 
turer. It  is  asked  whether  any  railroad  iron  has  been  made 
in  this  country  1  I  answer  no;  *  the  reason  is  obvious. — 
As  long  as  you  admit  the  English  iron  free  of  duty,  it  ope- 
rates as  a  premium  in  favor  of  the  importer,  and  secures  a 
monopoly  to  the  foreign  producers.  They  have  now  the 
sole  power  of  regulating  the  market,  of  advancing  or  lower- 
ing the  price  as  may  suit  their  convenience,  or  as  may  be 
necessary  to  check  American  competition. 

J\~exvark  Daily  Advertiser. 


*  filr.  Miller  was  probably  not  apprized  that  Railroad  iron 
has  been  made  for  the  use  of  the  collieries,  in  Schuylkill  coun- 
ty, Pa.  weighing  25  pounds  to  thcyard,supporting3  tons  bur- 
then and  costing  about  $2,000  per  mile  of  straight  track. 

Also  T  rails,  weighing  34  pounds  to  the  yard,  to  support 
3  tons  and  costing  about  $'2,700  per  mile  of  single  track. — 
See  Vol.  IV,  p.  411. 


Prcninatus  on  ToUjaccot 

To  induce  Tobacco  planters  to  exercise  greater  skill  in 
preparing  and  packing  their  produce  for  market,  we  perceive 
by  a  circular  of  Messrs.  John  &  D.  Fehrman,  Tobacco  Fac- 
tors and  Commission  Merchants  of  New  Orleans,  that  they 
offer  premiums  on  the  best  hogsheads  of  such  crops  as  may 
be  shipped  to  their  house  for  sale  next  season,  of  three  hun- 
dred dollars  on  the  best  hogsheads  of  three  dilferent  kinds  of 
tobacco,  to  wit:  §100  for  the  best  bright  leafy  wrapping,  $100 
for  the  best  sweet  rich  motted,  and  $100  for  the  best  black  fat. 
Competitors  are  requested  to  mark  "  premium"  on  both  ends, 
with  their  names  and  the  county  and  State  in  which  they 
live.  The  prize  to  be  adjudged  in  the  second  week  of  July 
next. 
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To  titc  Kdiioi's  of  tlio  National  Injellij^cnccr* 

Wasiungtos,  Sept.  20,  1841. 

Gentlemen — Doubts  have  been  atlemptcil  to  be  cast  upon 
the  correctness  of  Mr.  Ewing's  statement  in  relation  to  the 
part  taken  by  the  President  in  getting  up  the  Fiscal  Cor- 
poration Bill,  by  arguing  that  there  was  an  impropriety  in 
Uiaking  it  which  ought  to  deprive  it  of  credit.  There  are 
circumstances  in  this  case  distinguishing  it  from  all  others 
that  I  recollect  of  the  kind.  It  grows  out  of  a  matter  of  offi- 
cial business,  transacted  by  high  public  functionaries,  and  is 
of  public  and  general  concern.  The  public  and  open  con- 
duct of  one  of  these  high  functionaries  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  what  the  other  had,  by  his  express  direction  and  authority, 
affirmed  as  to  his  intentions  and  purposes.  There  can,  I 
humbly  submit,  be  no  serious  question  in  such  a  case  upon 
the  point  (5f  personal  propriety,  when  the  injured  party  seeks 
to  vindicate  his  honor  by  disclosing  the  truth.  'I'he  obliga- 
tions arising  out  of  confideniial  relations,  in  private  or  public 
artairs,  are  founded  in  mutual  trust.  He  that  disregards  his 
own  confidential  pledges  and  engagements  canrjot  allege  the 
obligation  of  confidence,  in  the  same  transaction,  against  the 
natural  right  of  self-defence  belonging  to  the  injured  party. 
For  anything  that  can  ever  be  known  to  the  contrary,  it  may 
have  been  the  object  of  the  original  pledge  or  engagement  to 
sacrifice  those  who  trusted  and  were  misled  by  it.  For  these 
reasons,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  furnish  for  publication,  the  ac- 
companying statement,  which  contains  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances within  my  knowledge,  that  occur  to  me  as  being 
material,  connected  with  the  subject  of  difference.  I  do  this 
as  an  act  of  justice  not  only  to  .Mr.  Ewjng,  who  requested  it, 
but  to  myself  and  the  public. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  have,  at  no 
time,  regarded  a  diirercnce  of  opinion  between  the  President 
and  myself  in  relation  to  a  bank,  however  important  the  sub- 
ject, as  suflicient  of  itself  to  justify  a  resignation  of  the  office 
which  I  lately  held  in  the  Executive  Administration  of  the 
Government.  Nor  was  it  because  the  President  thciight 
proper  to  trifle  with  or  mislead  his  Cabinet,  as  there  is  but 
too  much  reason  to  believe  he  intended  to  do,  in  the  affair 
of  the  last  Fiscal  I3ank  Bill,  that  I  resigned  my  place.  There 
were  other,  and  some  of  them  pre-existing  causes,  for  such 
a  course,  which  many  will  regard  as  sufficient  of  themselves; 
and  which  could  not  have  been  overlooked.  But  it  was  pos- 
sible to  explain  or  remove  them,  and  therefore  they  were  not 
promptly  acted  upon.  The  last  act  of  the  President,  how- 
ever, was  conclusive  of  the  true  character  of  all  the  other  oc- 
currences or  circumstances  which  had  previously  awakened 
curiosity  or  excited  distrust. 

I  shall,  at  my  leisure,  state  the  reasons  more  at  large 
which  impelled  me  to  the  course  I  have  thought  proper  to 
adopt,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  narrative  of  all  the 
causes,  so  far  as  they  fell  under  my  observation,  which  have 
resulted  in  the  separation  of  Mr.  'i'ylerfrom  the  party  which 
brought  him  into  power,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  Whig 
Administration. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BELL. 

Messrs.  Gales  &  Seato??'. 


Resignatioix  of  IJio  Ca'binc(==".'>Ir.  BcH's  Letter* 

I  called  to  see  the  President  on  official  business  on  the 
morning  (Monday,  15th  August,)  before  the  first  Veto  Mes- 
sage was  sent  in.  I  found  him  reading  the  Jvlessage  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  did  me  the  honor  to  read  the 
material  passages  to  me.  Upon  reading  that  part  of  it  which 
treats  of  the  superior  importance  and  value  of  the  busi- 
ness done  by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  furnish- 
ing exchanges  between  the  dilferent  States  and  sections  of 
the  Union,  I  was  so  strongly  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
he  meant  to  intimate  that  he  would  have  no  objection  to  a 
bank  which  should  be  restricted  to  dealing  in  exchanges, 
that  I  interrupted  him  in  the  reading,  and  asked  if  I  was  to 
understand,  by  what  he  had  just  read,  that  he  was  prepared 
to  give  his  assent  to  a  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
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with  otHces  or  agencies  in  the  States,  having  the  privilege, 
without  their  assent,  to  deal  in  exchanges  between  them;  and ' 
in  foreign  bills.  He  promptly  replied  that  he  thought  expe- 
rience had  shown  the  necessity  of  such  a  power  in  the  gov- 
ernment. I  couM  not  restrain  the  immediate  expression  of 
my  gratification  upon  heaving  this  avowal.  I  said  to  the 
President  at  once,  that  what  I  had  feared  would  lead  to  fatal 
dissensions  among'  our  friends,  I  now  regarded  as  rather  for- 
tunate than  otherwise,  that  his  veto  of  the  bill  then  before' 
him  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  a  much  better  one.  I 
also  congratulated  him  upon  the  happy  circumstance  of  the 
delay  which  had  taken  place  in  his  sending  in  his  Veto 
Message.  The  heat  and  violence  which  might  have  been' 
expected  if  the  Veto  had  been  sent  in  immediately  u])on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  would  now  be  avoided.  I'ime  had  been 
given  for  cool  reflection,  and  as  the  Message  did  not  exclude 
the  idea  of  a  bank  in  some  form,  no  unpleasant  cnnscqucnces 
would  be  likely  to  follow.  He  expressed  his  great  surprise 
that  there  should  be  so  much  excitement  upon  the  subject ; 
said  that  he  had  had  his  mind  made  up  on  the  bill  before 
him  from  the  first,  but  had  delayed  his  Message  that  there 
should  be  time  for  the  excitement  to  wear  off;  that  nothing 
could  be  more  easy  than  to  pass  a  bill  which  would  answer 
all  necessary  purposes ;  that  it  could  be  done  in  three  days. 
The  next  day,  having  occasion  to  see  the  President  again, 
he  requested  me  to  furnish  him  with  such  information  as  the 
War  Department  afforded  of  the  embarrassments  attmding 
the  transfer  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  to  dis- 
tant points  on  the  frontier,  in  Florida,  &.c.  He  at  the  same 
time  requested  me  to  draw  up  a  brief  statement  of  mv  views 
upon  the  subject,  showing  the  practical  advantages  and  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  fiscal  institution  as  he  had  thought  of  pro- 
posing. Such  information  as  I  could  hastily  collect  from 
the  heads  of  the  principal  disbursing  bureaus  of  the  Depart- 
ment I  handed  to  him  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  know- 
ing that  time  was  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  state  in 
which  the  question  then  was.  He  received  the  statements 
I  gave  him  with  manifest  indifference,  and  alarmed  me  by  re- 
marking that  he  began  to  doubt  whether  he  would  give  his 
assent  (as  I  understood  him)  to  any  hank. 

The  next  day  (Wednesday,  18th  August)  was  the  stated 
time  for  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  with  the  Presi- 
dent. Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Ewing,  and  myself,  went  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  were  informed  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  engaged  with  Messrs.  Benien,  Sergeant,  and  I 
think  Mr.  Dawson,  of  Georgia.  We  waited  until  they  re- 
tired, and  the  President  made  his  appearance  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards.  Mr.  Badger  came  in  soort 
after  the  President  joined  us.  Messrs.  Crittenden  and  Gran 
ger  did  not  attend.  The  conference  which  ensued  was  a' 
long  one — lasting  two  hours  at  least,  according  to  my  recol- 
lection. T  cannot  pretend  to  detail  all  that  was  said ;  neither 
can  I  undertake  to  give  the  language  employed  by  the  Pre- 
sident upon  every  point,  nor  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
I  can  only  state  the  substance  of  what  was  said  upon  thosfif 
points  which  most  attracted  my  attention. 

The  President  commenced  by  stating  that  he  had  been 
waited  upon  that  morning  by  a  committee  of  Memhers  of 
(Congress,  who  desired  to  know  his  views  upon  the  subject 
of  a  bank — such  a  one  as  he  could  sanction.  He  had  given 
them  no  satisfaction  upon  that  subject,  but  had  informed 
them  that  he  would  first  consult  with  his  constitutional 
advisers — his  Cabinet — through  whom  he  thought  it  most 
regular  that  his  views  should  be  communicated.  He  asked 
the  opinion  of  his  Cabinet  upon  the  correctness  of  the  ground 
he  had  taken ;  remarking  at  the  same  time  that  the  habit  of 
expressing  his  views  to  members  of  Congress  upon  subjects 
of  so  much  interest,  subjected  him  to  great  embarrassment 
and  much  misrepresentation.  That  question  being  disposed 
of,  the  President  adverted  briefly,  but  without  much  cort^ 
nexion,  to  the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  bank  ques- 
tion, and  his  disposition  to  go  as  far  as  he  could  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  his  friends.  He  spoke  of  the  relation  that 
existed  between  him  and  his  Cabinet,  and  how  necessary  it 
was  that  he  should  have  their  support.  Would  they  standi 
by  him  1  He  much  preferred  that  the  whole  subject  should 
be  postponed  until  the  next  session  ;  but  if  it  was  necessary 
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to  act  now,  he  thought  a  plan  miglit  be  devised  which,  with 
their  co-operalion,  might  be  carried  through.  He  wondered 
why  the  i?enate  continued  to  postpone  acting  upon  his  Veto 
Message,  which  was  yet  to  be  disposed  of.  He  supposed  it 
niiglit  be  to  hold  it  as  a  rod  over  his  head  ;  and  had  some 
duubts  whether  it  was  proper  that  he  should  consider  further 
upon  llie  subject  until  the  Senate  had  decided  what  they 
would  do  with  the  bill  then  before  thera.  Some  one  present 
assured  him  that  the  postponement  of  the  question  pending 
in  the  Senate  was  intended  to  give  time  for  reflection,  and 
to  prevent  an  intemperate  debate. 

The  President  then  gave  the  outline  of  such  a  bank  or  ^ 
fiscal  institution  as  he  thought  he  could  sanction.    It  was  to 
be  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  have  the  privilege  of  issu- 
ing its  own  notes,  receive  moneys  on  deposit,  and  to  deal  in 
bills  of  exchange  between  the  States,  and  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  States.    But  he  wished  to  have  the  opin- 
ion of  his  Cabinet  upon  it.    His  own  consistency  and  repu- 
tation must  be  looked  to.     He  considered  his  Cabinet  his 
friends,  who  must  stand  by  and  defend  whatever  he  did  upon 
the  sulijcct.     He  appealed  particularly  to  Mr.   Webster  for 
his  opinion   upon  the  point  of  consistency ;   and  whether 
there  was  not  a  clear  distinction  between  the  old   Rank  of 
the  United  States — n  bank  nf  discount  and  depo'-it — and 
the  one  he  now  thought  of  proposing  ;  and  whether  the  con- 
stitutional question  was  not  different.    He  reminded  us  that, 
in  all  his  former  speeches  and  reports,  he  had  taken  the 
ground  that  Congress  had  no  constitutional  power  to  ch  ivter 
a  bank  which  had  the  power  of  local  discount.     Mr.  Web- 
ster pointed  out  the  distinction  between  the  two  plans  in  a 
manner  which  appeared  to  be  satisfactory  to  him.  The  sub- 
stance of  what  he  said  was,  as  I  understood  him,  as  follows  : 
He  had  a  decided  preference  for  a  bank  upon  the  plan  then 
proposed  over  either  of  those  which  had  been   previously 
spoken  of.    He  reminded  the  President  that  he  had  express- 
ed his  preference  for  a  b:mk  which  should  be  restricted   in 
its  dealings  to  bills  of  exchange,  when  certain  gentlemen 
from  the  city  of  New  York  were  present  several  weeks  be- 
fore.  He  then  thought,  as  he  did  now,  that  it  would  answer 
all  useful  purposes.    One  ground  of  his  preference  was,  and 
it  had  great  weight  with  him,  that  the  plan  did  not  contem- 
jjiate  the  consent  of  the  States  as,  in  any  way  or  at  any  time,  | 
necessary  to  its  existence  or  efficiency.     He   thought   the 
plan  proposed  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  gene-  i 
Tally  known  as  Mr.  Ewing's  bill,  was  incongruous  and  ob- 
jectionable on  this  ground.     His  general  cour.se  of  thinking 
on  such  subjects  led  him  to  prefer  that,  whatever  power  this 
Government  asserted  or  was  authorized  to  assert,  should  be 
exercised  independently  of  State  authority,  and  of  the  inter- 
ference of  the  States.     He  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt 
of  the  constitutional  power  to  charter  such  a  bank  as  was 
then  proposed,  acnording  to  the  President's  own  modes  of 
thinking  on  that  subject,  if  he  understood  them.     Certainly 
there  was  a  clear  distinction  between  such  a  bank  and  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  one  now  proposed  was 
to  be  limited  in  its  operations  to  such  objects  as  were  clearly 
within  some  of  the  general  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
or  such  as  were  clearly  necessary  in  the  execution  of  others. 
The  privilege  of  issuing  its  own  notes,  of  dealing  in  ex- 
changes, and  of  receiving  moneys  on  deposit,  all  appeared  to 
have  immediate  reference  to  or  connexion  with  the  power 
given  in  the  Constitution  over  commerce  between  the  States, 
over  the  currency,  and  the  necessary  fiscal  operations  of  the 
Government  in  the  collection,  safe-keeping  and    disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.    These  were  ail  subjects  of  Na- 
tional, and  not  local  or  State  concern.    The  distinctions  be- 
tween this  plan  and  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  lay 
in  this  :  the  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  old  Bank,  of  dealing  in 
local  paper,  or  discounting  notes  having  no  circulation,  as  it 
might  be,  but  between  the  different  streets  or  commercial 
jioints  of  the  same  city,  had  no  connexion  with  the  trade  or 
connnerce  between  the  States  and  sections  of  the  Union,  nor 
with  the  transfer  of  the  public  money  from  one   point  to 
another ;  and  it  had,  therefore,  no  necessary  connexion  with 
any  of  the  groat  national  objects  for  which   the  hank  was 
chartered  ;  nor  could  it  be  claimed  as  an  incident  to  any  of 
the  powers  given  to  Congress  by  the  ConslitHtion.     That 


privilege,  he  apprehended,  was  conferred  upon  the  late  bank 
from  the  belief  that  without  it  the  stock  of  the  bank  could 
not  be  made  profitable  ;  and  it  was  therefore  considered  as  a 
necessary  incident  to  an  institution  which  was  itself  but  the 
offspring  of  an  incidental  power.  Experience,  he  thought, 
had  shown  clearly  that  such  a  privilege  was  no  longer  im- 
portant or  necessary.  By  confining  the  discounting  privi- 
lege of  the  proposed  bank  to  bills  of  exchange  between  this 
country  and  foreign  States,  and  between  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  this  objection  would  not  lie  against  it. 

The  President  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  used 
the  words  ''  bank  of  discount  and  deposit "  in  his  late  mes- 
sage, so  that  the  distinction  he  took  might  be  clearly  inferred 
from  that  message,  and  he  could  not  then  be  charged  with 
inconsistency.  Mr.  Badger  said  he  thought  nothing  would 
have  been  gained  by  the  use  of  the  terms  "bank  of  discount 
and  deposit  "  in  his  message  ;  for,  as  to  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency, it  might,  and  probably  would,  be  made  against  him 
for  party  effect,  if  he  sanctioned  the  bill  then  proposed  by 
him,  inasmuch  as  dealing  in  or  buying  bills  of  exchange 
would  be  discounting,  and  to  that  extent  make  it  a  bank  of 
discount. 

When  all  the  material  points  appeared  to  be  disposed  of, 
and  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  present  had  expressed  their 
decided  approbation  of  the  plan  the  President  had  suggested, 
he  said  that,  after  all,  he  would  not  sanction  a  bank  in  the 
form  just  agreed  upon,  if  he  supposed  that  it  would  be  made 
the  groundwork  or  basis  of  a  bank  with  all  the  powers  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  never  would  give  his 
sanction  to  the  power  t)f  local  discount.  He  feared  that  at 
the  next  or  succeeding  sessions  of  Congress,  the  Whigs 
would  be  bringing  forward  amendments  engrafting  this 
power  upon  any  charter  he  might  now  approve ;  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  his  Cabinet  to  know  if  they  would  stand  by  him, 
and  use  their  influence  in  preventing  any  such  movements 
while  his  Administration  lasted.  Mr.  Webster  and  others 
gave  him  all  proper  assurances  upon  this  point. 

The  President  thought  a  capital  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars would  be  sufficient. 

A  name,  he  said,  was  important.  What  should  it  bel 
Fiscal  Institute  would  do.  It  was  objected  to,  and  the  name 
Fiscal  Hank  preferred  by  a  member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  re- 
plied that  there  vi'as  a  great  deal  in  a  name,  and  he  did  not 
wish  the  word  bank  to  appear  in  the  bill. 

The  President  then  inquired  if  he  was  understood.  He 
said  there  must  be  no  misunderstanding  of  what  he  proposed 
to  do.  Addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Ewing,  he  asked  him  if 
he  thought  he  understood  his  views  fully.  Mr.  Ewing  un- 
dertook to  recapitulate.  He  understood  the  President  to 
have  no  objection  to  a  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with 
offices  of  discount  and  deposit  in  the  States,  with  their  as- 
sent. The  President  interrupted  him  abruptly,  by  saying 
he  did  not  understand  him  at  all  ;  he  was  not  willing  to  sanc- 
tion any  such  bank.  I  understood  his  objection  to  be  to  the 
power  of  local  discount.  I  supposed  Mr.  Ewing  intended  to 
say  that  he  understood  the  President  had  no  constitutional 
objections  to  such  a  bank.  Mr.  Ewing,  however,  without 
explaining,  went  on  to  say,  that  he  now  understood  the  Pre- 
sident to  have  no  objection  to  a  bank  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  the  power  to  issue  its  own  notes,  receive  money 
on  deposit,  with  offices  or  agencies  in  the  States  having  the 
privilege,  without  their  assent,  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  in  one  State  or  Territory  and  made  payable  in  another 
State  or  Territory  of  the  Union,  and  in  bills  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  States  or  Nations. 

The  President  said  he  was  then  understood.  He  request- 
ed Mr.  Webster  particularly  to  communicate  with  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  waited  upon  him  that  morning  and  to  let 
them  know  the  conclusions  to  which  they  had  come.  He 
also  requested  Mr.  Ewing  to  aid  in  getting  the  subject  pro- 
perly before  Congress.  He  requested  that  they  would  take 
care  not  to  commit  him  by  what  they  said  to  members  of 
Congress  to  any  intention  to  dictate  to  Congress.  They 
might  express  their  confidence  and  belief  that  such  a  bill  as 
had  just  been  agreed  upon  would  receive  his  sanction  ;  but 
it  should  be  as  matter  of  inference  from  his  Veto  Message 
and  his  general  views.     He  thought  he  might  request  that 
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the  measure  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  some  friend  of 
his  own  upon  whom  he  could  rely.  Mr.  Sergeant  was  named, 
and  he  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  he  should  have  charge 
of  it.  He  also  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the  bill  before  it  was 
presented  to  the  House,  if  it  could  be  so  managed. 

I  then  said,  addressing  myself  to  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Ewing,  that  no  time  was  to  be  lust  in  communicating  with 
gentlemen  of  ("ongress;  that  there  was  danger  that  Mr. 
Ewing's  bill  would  be  taken  up  and  reported  to  the  House 
immediately  after  the  bill  sent  back  to  the  Senate  with  the 
President's  objections  was  disposed  of 

As  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  rose  to  depart,  or  just  be- 
fore, the  President  requested  Messrs.  Webster  and  Ewing, 
as  they  had  turned  their  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
subject,  to  furnish  him  with  written  arguments  upon  the 
points  they  had  been  discussing.  He  wanted  them  to  fortify 
his  own  opinion,  and  to  lay  up  for  future  reference. 

JOHN  BELL. 
WASHiNGToif,  September  20,  1841. 


Navy  Pensions. 


The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  the  second  sec- 
tion of  an  act,  passed  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  "  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions,"  make  a  material 
alteration  in  the  naval  pension  system.  The  section  being 
susceptible  of  different  interpretations,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  his  decision,  which  was  given  on 
the  20th  of  August.  As  it  is  a  question  of  much  interest  to 
all  in  the  navy,  we  have  procured  a  copy  of  Mr.  Badger's 
decision  for  publication. 

An  officer  on  duty  can  hereafter  receive  no  pension  money; 
and  when  off  duty  can  receive  only  so  much  as  will  make 
his  whole  income  from  the  United  States  equivalent  to  the 
lowest  rate  of  duty  pay. 

Navy  Depaiitmeijt, 7 
•      August  20,  1841.      5 

Sir — Your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  has  been  received.  The 
second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  which  you  have 
called  my  attention,  is  very  obscurely  worded  ;  and  I  am  by 
no  means  sure  that  I  have  been  able  to  collect  its  true 
meaning. 

The  phrase  "  in  service  "  seems  to  have  been  used  instead 
of,  and  as  equivalent  to,  "  on  duty  ;"  for  in  any  other  sense 
the  whole  section  becomes  unmeaning,  as  every  ofBcer,  while 
he  continues  to  belong  to  the  navy,  is  in  the  service,  though 
be  may  not  be  on  duty.  Giving  this  sense  to  the  phrase,  I 
am  of  opinion. 

First,  That  no  officer  can  receive,  at  the  same  time,  pay 
as  an  officer  on  duty,  and  as  a  pensioner ;  and 

Secondly,  The  officers  who  may  be  "  waiting  orders,"  or 
"  on  leave,"  or  "  furlough,"  can  receive  only  so  much  on  ac- 
count of  their  pensions  as,  added  to  their  pay  when  so  "  on 
leave,"  &c.,  will  amount  to  the  pay  of  their  grade  when  "on 
duty." 

When,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1835,  regulating  the  pay 
of  the  navy,  officers  are  entitled  to  a  higher  rate  of  compen- 
sation when  employed  in  a  certain  specified  manner  than 
when  engaged  in  other  duty,  the  rate  of  compensation  of  the 
latter  is  that  which  is  referred  to  in  this  act,  and  is  not  to  be 
exceeded  by  the  aggregate  of  the  pension  and  the  pay  while 
"  waiting  orders,"  &c.  For  instance  : 

A  commander  is  entitled  when  attached  to  vessels  for  sea 
service,  to  $2,500  per  annum,  and  on  other  duty,  to  §2,100. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  such  commander,  when  off  duty,  can- 
not receive  more,  including  his  pension,  than  $2,100  per  an- 
num ;  and  so  of  every  other  grade. 

The  case  of  seamen  and  marines  seem*?  to  present  pecu- 
liar difficulties,  and  I  regret  the  hard  consequences  to  them 
of  the  decision  I  have  been  compelled  to  form.  They  can- 
not, when  in  service,  receive  more  than  their  pay,  because 
there  is  no  discrimination  by  law  between  their  compensa- 
tion when  on  duty  and  when  unemployed.  Hence  it  seems 
to  follow  that  no  seaman  or  marine,  while  in  service  and  re- 
ceiving pay,  can  receive  any  payment  at  all  on  account  of  a 
pension. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  all  pensioners  are  entitled  to  be  paid 


up  to  the  passage  of  the  law  ;  that  is  to  say,  up  to  the  16th 
instant,  just  as  they  would  have  been  paid,  had  the  act  never 
been  passed. 

I  am,  res{:ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  BADGER. 
J.  L.  Edwaiids,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

\^Baltimore  American, 

TrrasHi-y  Notes. 

Treasury  Department,' 
Octobers,  1841. 

Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840, 

$26,681,337  50 
Redeemed  of  those  issues 24,902,925  6 1 

Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $1,778,411  89 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  1841,  viz. 

Prior  to  March  4 $673,68 1  32 

Since  March4 5,273,;51  58 

5,946,932  90 

Redeemed  of  that  issue 352,320  39 

Leaving  outstanding, 5,594,612  51 


Aggregate  outstanding  on  the  1st  instant. . .  $7,373,024  40 

W.  FORWARD, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


FRKSHET. 

We  notice  by  our  exchange  papers  in  various  parts  of  the 
State,  that  the  recent  severe  rains  on  the  seaboard  extended 
with  equal  or  greater  force  into  the  up  country.  At  Colum- 
bus, we  learn  from  the  Enquirer,  that  the  heavy  fall  of  rain 
caused  a  sudden  rise  in  the  water  courses  in  that  vicinity, 
and  several  bridges  and  mill-dams  were  swept  away. 

At  Forsyth,  according  to  the  Bantling,  it  rained  from 
Wednesday  night  to  Thursday  afternoon,  without  a  mo- 
ment's intermission.  All  the  water  courses,  as  far  as  heard 
from,  were  swollen  to  an  unusual  height,  and  nearly  all  the 
bridges  carried  away. 

At  Washington,  (Wilkes  county,)  the  News  says,  the 
storm  was  more  violent  than  ever  experienced  in  that  sec- 
tion. Great  damage  has  been  done  to  property  on  the 
streams,  which  rose  two  or  three  feet  higher  than  was  ever 
known  before.  Bridges  were  carried  away  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  scarcely  a  mill  in  the  county  is  left  uninjured. 
Great  injury  has  also  resulted  to  the  crops.  The  fields  upon 
the  streams  have  been  swept  of  whatever  grew  upon  them, 
and  the  cotton  which  was  open  has  everywhere  been  so 
much  injured  as  to  be  worthless. 

From  the  Macon  Messenger  we  learn  that  the  water  rose 
in  the  Ocmulgee,  within  about  18  inches  as  high  as  it  did 
at  the  great  freshet  in  March  last.  Several  bridges  on  the 
large  creeks  are  carried  off,  and  much  fencing  washed  away. 
Much  damage  was  done  to  the  corn  and  cotton  on  the  river 
lands,  and  in  some  cases,  individuals  have  lost  almost  their 
entire  crops. 

Add  to  these,  the  accounts  we  have  already  published  of 
the  freshet  in  the  Savannah  river  and  at  the  south,  and  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the  damage  done  to  the 
crops,  &c. 

We  are  happy  to  perceive  that  none  of  the  railroads  have 
sustained  any  damage,  if  we  except  the  Georgia  road,  which 
was  slightly  injured,  causing  a  serious  accident,  by  which 
one  of  the  passengers  was  killed  and  considerable  damage 
done  to  the  locomotives. 

The  present  makes  three  freshets  which  have  occurred  in 
our  rivers  within  sixteen  months — all  of  them  severe  and 
doing  an  immense  amount  of  damnge. 

Since  the  quarter  of  the  Moon  on  the  21st  instant,  the 
wind  here  has  been  steady  from  south-west  to  north-west, 
with  clear  sky  and  pure  atmosphere,  and  rather  cool.  Most 
excellent  weather  for  the  maturing  and  gathering  of  cotton, 
and  rice,  and  which  will  in  some  sort  compensate  for  the 
storms  of  the  two  weeks  previous. — Savannah  Hep, 
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STEAM  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  MEDITERRANEAN. 


[OcTOBEn, 


Steam  Xavigaiion  of  the  Mediterranean. 

The  reader  will  find  some  interesting  facts  and  ohscrva- 
tions  in  the  communication  which  v\e  publish  this  morning, 
on  steam  navigation  in  the  Mediterranean,  from  tlie  jien  df 
an  observant  and  intelligent  ofiicer  of  the  Navy. 

[  Baltim'jve  ^inericivi. 

There  h  no  subject  that  an  American  can  contemplate 
with  more  pleasure,  than  the  appHcation  of  steam  to  navi- 
gation with  its  almost  immediate  introduction  upon  our  ex- 
tensive bays,  rivers  and  lakes,  and  to  its  influence  must  be 
attributed  in  a  great  degree  the  matchless  growth  of  our 
country,  the  rapid  development  of  iXa  inexhaustible  resources, 
and  which  has  planted  villages,  town  and  cities  in  lire  midst 
of  forests  and  prairies. 

With  an  indescribable  superiority  on  the  part  of  our  rivers 

gnd  bay  steamers,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  in  the  con- 

,  struction  of  steamers,  tor  the  navigation  of  the  ocean,  we  are 

as  far  behind  other  nations,  as  we  are  in  advance  of  them  in 

the  class  of  vessels  just  spoken  off. 

The  arrival  in  our  waters  of  the  magnificent  steam  ships 
which  have  for  three  years  tiaversed  the  broad  Atlantic 
through  every  season  of  storm  and  tempest,  affords  ample 
testimony  of  the  perfection  and  strength  attained  by  ships 
and  machinery  constructed  in  Europe,  whereas  the  steamers 
heretofore  built  in  this  country,  for  sea  service,  have,  until 
-.■very  recently,  been  entire  failures.  Many  years  spent  at  sea 
had  strongly  prejudiced  us  in  favor  of  ships  propelled  by 
.sails,  but  a  passage  across  the  Atlantic  in  the  (Jreat  We^tern 
fully  convinced  us  of  the  security  and  superiority  of  these 
vessels  over  ail  others,  and  the  long  hues  of  steam  ships  (not 
■boats)  which  we  found  in  every  port  of  importance  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  Continent,  afforded  abundant  proof  of  their 
tiniwrsal  introduction  and  superiority. 

'i'he  arrival  and  departure  of  these  ocean  steamers,  is  more 
rirgular  than  those  ujwn  our  western  waters,  notwithstanding 
flie  violence  of  the  tides  and  tempests,  and  the  dangerous 
navigation  of  the  coast  of  Europe,  and  they  at  this  time 
monopolize  thf  mails,  the  travel,  and  much  of  the  commerce 
of  these  seas. 

It  is  however  uj)on  the  Steam  JN'avigalion  of  the  JMedl- 
terranean,  and  the  importance  of  steam  ships  of  war,  that 
■we  feel  desirous  to  communicate  a  few  facts  which  have  re- 
cently come  under  our  own  observation,  in  the  hope,  that 
4hey  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  those,  who  are  able  to  turn 
them  to  advantage  as  a  means  of  defence  to  our  country  and 
-to  our  commerce,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  first  steamers  passed  upon  the  waters  of  the  Medi- 
terranean in  1832,  and  were  then  only  experimental.  In 
.1834  they  first  coasted  down  the  coast  of  Italy  and  Greece, 
and  so  well  were  they  found  to  answer  in  the  navigation  of 
those  seas,  whether  in  the  calms  of  summer,  or  in  the  dread- 
ful gales  of  winter,  which  prevail  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  the 
Adriatic  and  the  Archipelago — that  every  nation  upon  its 
northern  shores,  and  even  the  semi-civilized  native  Govcrn- 
inents  of  Turkey  and  Egypt,  rushed  to  the  contest,  to  see 
ivhiich  fchould  bo  the  first  to  avail  themselves  of  this  invalua- 
-Llo  dir^covery,  and  traverse  at  all  limes,  seas  with  safety, 
■which  were  at  all  times  hazardous  and  during  the  winter 
months,  fre(]ucntly  impassable. 

The  ri'sult  has  been  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated  ; 
Spain,  Prance,  the  States  of  Italy,  Austria,  (ireece,  Turkey 
and  Egypt,  all  have  their  steamers  which  traverse  this  ex- 
tensive sea  with  a  rapidity  and  safety  hcretol'ore  uriknown. 
This  bold  aud  energetic  commenceriient  has  not  been  cai"- 
ried  beyond  the  wants  of  travel  or  trade  ;  on  the  corrtraiy,  it 
is  still  far  behind  the  actual  wants  of  \\w.  people, 'and  such 
has  been  the  increase  of  travel,  by  the  abolition  of  early  pre- 
judice, that  tlR-re  can  be  no  estimate  where  it  will  sto|). 

The  steam  navigation  of  the  Mediterranean  so  far  has 
bc«n  remarkably  successful — no  vessel  has  burst  a  boiler,  or 
has  been  lost  by  fire,  striking  facts  in  proof  of  their  excellent 
management. 

The  British  line  of  steamers  consists  of  the  best  class  of 
vessels,  and  is  connected  by  lines  from  Lisbon,  (Jibraltar, 
Malta  and  Syria,  with  their  India  possessions.  The  route 
via  the  Red  Sea  is  about  being  abandoned,  and  the  ancient 


over-land  route  of  Solomon  via  Bairout,  Damascus  and  Pal- 
myra, or  the  city  of  the  Desert,  is  again  re-established.  Col. 
Chesney  has  transported  four  steamers  to  the  Euphrates  on 
the  backs  of  camels ;  and  England  is  about  to  reap  the  ad- 
vantage of  tlie  restoration  of  Syria  to  the  Sultan  in  being 
brought  4U0  miles  nearer  to  her  vast  India  possessions.  So 
near  as  we  could  ascertain  by  careful  inquiries  the  French 
have  S."),  the  Austrians  i2,  Sardinia  18,  Nafjies  7,  Tuscany 
5,  S{)ain  9,  Greece  4,  Turkey  18,  Egypt  5,  Russia  on  the 
Black  Sea  10,  with  an  average  of  16  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  ;  making  a  grand  total  of  149  steam  ships,  navigat- 
ing the  sea  with  security  and  regularity  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year. 

These  shi[)s  are  all  commanded  by  Naval  Officers  and 
are  all  under  the  immediate  direction  of  their  respective  gov- 
ernments ;  although  much  of  the  stock  belongs  to  individ- 
uals, they  are  steam  slips  and  not  steam  boats  as  with  us, 
they  have  the  hulls  and  models  of  good,  seaworthy,  wcather- 
ly  vessels,  and  are  rigged  with  courses  and  topsails.  Mr.. 
Roades,  the  celebrated  American  naval  architect  has  built 
one  steamer  for  the  Sultan,  the  Tahri  Bahri  and  she  has 
much  the  model  of  our  beautiful  North  River  boats,  but  un- 
fortunately, as  a  sea  boat,  she  does  not  answer,  in  a  calm 
she  is  uneasy,  and  in  a  sea  she  is  unsafe  ;  we  saw  her  last 
autumn  in  the  harlior  of  Sn,yrna,  with  Col.  Hodges  the 
English  Consul  at  Alexandria,  on  board,  who  was  carrying 
the  colors  of  Ibrahain  Paseha  to  the  Sultan,  with  125  olii- 
cers  prisoners  of  war  ;  and  for  this  service  she  was  selected  in 
consequence  of  her  speed  ;  yet  she  was  said  by  all  to  be  un- 
safe in  bad  weather,  and  that  she  would  be  laid  up  for  the 
winter. 

These  lines  of  steamers  visit  every  port  of  importance  in 
the  Mediterranean,  leaving  Marseilles,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Na- 
ples, Trieste,  Athens,  Constantinople,  Smyrna  and  Algiers 
weekly,  and  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Alexandria  and  Syria  semi- 
monthly and  carry  three  classes  of  passengers,  viz.,  after 
cabin,  forward  cabin  and  deck  passengers — the  steward  fur- 
nishes meals  from  a  carte,  served  in  a  most  excellent  man- 
ner, agreeable  to  the  palate  or  purse  of  the  traveller,  a  prac- 
tice, if  adopted,  that  would  contribute  much  to  the  comforts 
and  pleasures  of  travelling  in  our  own  country. 

Regular  lines  of  steamers  ply  throughout  tlie  year  on  the 
Black  Sea  to  the  mouths  of  the  Danube,  which  commands 
the  trade  of  Austria  and  Hungary  ;  to  Odessa,  where  an  ac- 
tive commerce  with  the  interior  of  Russia  is  carried  on,  and 
to  Trebizon  through  which  port  the  trade  of  Georgia,  Cir- 
cassia  and  the  Circassian  countries  passes.  Upon  the  intro- 
duction of  steamers  in  these  seas  the  prejudices  to  them  was 
very  great,  and  the  Turks  who  bring  their  wives  and  harems 
on  board,  still  bring  them  in  sacks,  with  a  small  aperture  to 
breath  through,  but  their  faces  are  carefully  concealed.  V\'e 
were  informed  by  Capt.  Ford,  the  most  experienced  navi- 
gator of  the  Black  Sea,  that  the  winter  is  more  terrific  than 
in  the  North  Sea. 

We  have  heretofore  only  spoken  of  steamers  for  conve- 
nience of  travel,  and  their  safety  at  sea  during  the  most  in- 
clement weather,  and  in  the  most  boisterous  seas;  we  will 
now  examine  into  the  services  they  have  rendered  as  ships 
of  war,  and  their  probable  capability  of  proving  serviceable 
as  means  of  National  defence  ;  a  subject  of  vital  importance 
at  this  time  in  consequence  of  our  delicate  position  with  the 
most  formidable  of  all  maritime  powers. 

At  the  time  of  the  French  Expedition  against  Algiers  in 
1830,  the  greatest  maritime  expedition  of  iliis  age,  steamers 
were  not  yot  introduced,  but  since  1835  all  the  troops,  stores 
and  munitions  of  war  have  been  transported  to  that  Colony 
by  means  of  steamers  ;  and  during  the  last  summer,  at  a  pe- 
riod of  sickness  and  scarcity,  the  Colony  would  probably 
have  been  annihilated  by  that  indomitable  chief,  Abd-el- 
Kadcr,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely  assistance  afl'orded  by 
steamers. 

Last  summer  the  port  of  Naples  was  j)laced  under  blockade 
by  a  British  Fleet,  and  reprisals  were  made  for  two  days 
only  ;  during  which  lime,  a  single  steamer,  captured  24  Near 
politan  vessels ;  and  the  difficulties  so  far  arranged,  that  a 
sanguinary  war  was  doubtless  prevented.  We  were  inform^ 
ed  by  an  eye  witness  of  the  blockade,  that  these  24  vessels 
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were  captured  without  the  firing  of  a  single  gun,  and  in  the 
language  of  our  informant  the  steamer  ran  about  the  bay 
picking  up  her  prizes  as  a  hen  picking  up  corn.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  how  much  aliasing  and  forcing  it  would  have  cost 
to  capture  the  same  vessels  under  sail,  and  the  probable  loss 
of  human  life. 

The  Blockade  of  the  coast  of  Syria  by  the  allied  powers, 
and  the  almost  simultaneous  capture  of  Bairout,  Saide,  Tri- 
poli and  St.  Jean  dc  Acre,  in  the  very  face  of  the  Army  of 
Ibraham  Pacha,  with  his  subsequent  defeat,  and  the  de- 
monstrations upon  Alexandria  itself,  at  a  season  of  the  year 
when  in  the  words  of  Mohammed  Ali  "  he  would  at  least 
be  safe  until  spring,"  exhibits  in  bold  relief,  the  vast  supe- 
riority of  this  new  mode  of  war  over  all  others.  That  old 
and  veteran  sailor.  Admiral  Stopford,  says  in  his  report  to 
the  admiralty  "  that  his  success  was  owing  to  the  efficiency 
of  his  steamers." 

His  squadron  consisted  of  7  ships  of  the  line,  2  three 
deckers  and  14  steamers  ;  large  bodies  of  troops  were  landed 
at  the  very  time  and  place  that  their  services  were  required 
— the  heavy  ships  were  moved  against  wind  and  tide,  and 
these  strongly  fortified  posts  were  captured  before  the  world 
was  aware  that  war  had  been  declared.  During  the  winter 
the  fleet  kept  in  port,  while  the  steamers,  keejiing  the  sea, 
were  al)Ie  in  a  few  hours  to  convey  intelligence  to  any  point 
that  might  be  desired. 

The  day  previous  to  the  attack  upon  Bairout,  the  Strom- 
boli  steam  frigate,  arrived  in  15  days  from  Portsmouth  and 
landed  4.50  men,  who  on  the  14th  day  from  the  dock  yards 
of  Great  Britain,  were  engaged  in  battle  in  Asia  Minor,  2000 
miles  from  home,  without  being  reduced  by  sickness  or  the 
privations  incident  to  a  long  voyage.  These  important  facts 
should  be  remembered  by  us  ;  immediate  steps  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  similar  attacks,  and  measures  taken  "  by 
which  we  would  be  enabled  to  carry  tiie  war  into  the  heart 
of  the  enemies  country,"  by  the  same  means. 

Separated,  as  we  are,  from  all  other  powers  with  whom 
wc  may  be  brought  into  collision  by  an  immense  sea,  our 
most  effectual  defence  must  be  upon  the  water,  and  our 
strength  must  be  applied  through  the  agency  of  steam.  Its 
introduction  has  exterminated  every  vestige  of  piracy  in  the 
Archipelago,  and  will  doubtless  do  so  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  and  the  present  war  in  China  appears  to  be  conduct- 
ed by  its  agency. 

Two  steam  frigates,  one  to  cruize  among  the  Islands  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  other  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  would 
effectually  protect  those  entire  seas,  and  one  large  steam  fri- 
gate in  the  Mediterranean  would  display  our  flag  in  more 
ports,  would  afford  greater  protection  to  our  citizens  and  to 
our  commerce,  than  any  three  vessels  that  we  could  send 
there.  A  hne  of  battle  ship  will  seldom  visit  more  than  six 
ports  during  a  summer's  cruise,  and  during  all  the  winter  . 
she  is  laid  up  in  port ;  a  steamer  will  be  able  to  visit  as  many 
ports  within  a  month,  and  will  pass  from  port  to  port  through- 
out the  year.  ; 

Experience  teaches  us  that  these  steamers  can  be  built 
better  in  private  dock  yards  than  in  our  IVavy  Yards,  and 
the  port  of  Baltimore,  so  justly  celebrated  for  its  excellent 
models  of  marine  architecture,  could  doubtless  furnish  many 
vessels  that  would  add  to  her  reputation  ;  and  we  sincerely 
trust  that  our  National  Legislature  and  those  at  the  head  of 
the  Navy  Department,  will,  without  delay,  adopt  such  mea- 
sure as  will  secure  to  our  country  :  i 

1st.  Serviceable  and  seaworthy  steam  ships  and  frigates. 

2d.  That  they  be  employed  as  cruisers  upon  our  coast 
and  all  our  naval  stations.  F. 


At  the  commcticemcnt  of  the  late  war— feeling  the  ardor 
of  patriotism  which  burned  in  the  hearts  of  his  western 
brethren— he  raised  a  volunteer  regiment,  and  in  1813  en- 
tered the  Creek  War,  where  he  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Tallashatchie  and  Talladega.  After  the  war  was  over 
he  represented  the  district  in  which  he  lived  in  Congress, 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1835,  was  elected  Governor 
of  Tennessee.  In  all  the  stations  in  which  he  has  been 
placed,  as  a  private  citizen  upon  his  farm,  a  soldier,  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  and  Governor  of  Tennessee — Governor 

Cannon  has  shown  himself  the  man  of  worth  and  honor 

and  was  emphatically  in  all  situations,  "  An  honest  man." 

The  death  of  Gov,  C.  was  announced  this  morning  in  the 
United  States  Court  and  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  State, 
both  now  sitting  in  this  city ;  in  the  former  by  R.  J.  Meio-s, 
Esq.  and  in  the  latter  by  Thomas  Washington,  Esq.  both 
pronouncing  brief  eulogiums  on  the  virtues  of  the  deceased, 
and  an  adjournment  was  ordered  for  the  day  in  testimony  of 
their  high  respect. 

His  mortal  remains  were  conveyed  this  morning  to  his 
late  country  residence  in  Williamson  county,  where  the  in- 
terment will  take  place. 

iRepublicmi  Banner  of  Sept.  17. 


Dentil  of  Governor  Camion* 

Our  distinguished  fellow-citizen  and  friend,  Newtox 
Cannon,  is  no  more  !  His  earthly  existence  was  terminated 
by  the  fell  disease  with  which  he  was  suddenly  attacked  on 
the  8th  instant,  at  seven  o'clock  last  evening. 

Gov.  Cannon  was  about  60  years  of  age,  and  a  native  of 
North  Carolina.  He  emigrated  to  this  State  at  an  early  pe- 
riod, and  settled  in  WilUamson  county,  where  he  resided 
until  he  was  elected  Governor,  when  he  removed  to  Nash- 
ville. 


To  the  Hon.  S.  R.  Ilofebie, 

Acting  Postmaster  General. 

Sir — Information  having  been  received  in  a  form  entitled 
to  attention,  that  the  Postmaster  at ,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and ,  Ohio,  have  so  far  violated  the  obliga- 
tions which  they  impliedly  assumed  on  taking  office  under 
my  Administration,  of  abstaining  from  any  active  partisan- 
ship, or  in  any  way  connecting  their  offices  with  party  poli- 
tics, or  using  them  for  party  purposes,  I  have  to  request  that 
inquiries  shall  be  instantly  instituted  into  their  conduct,  and 
that  if  the  charges  against  them  be  found  to  be  true,  they  be 
immediately  turned  out  of  office,  and  citizens  appointed  in 
their  places  who  will  otherwise  conduct  themselves.  The 
Post-Office  Department,  in  all  its  operations,  should  be  con- 
ducted for  the  single  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  impor- 
tant objects  for  which  it  was  estabhshed.  It  should  in  an 
especial  manner,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  be  disconnected 
from  party  politic.  It  was  established  for  specified  purposes 
of  equal  importance  to  every  citizen.  To  convert  it  into  an 
engine  of  party,  to  be  used  for  party  purposes,  is  to  make  it 
the  fruitful  source  of  the  most  alarming  evils.  Ramified  as 
it  is,  and  extended  to  every  neighborhood,  the  purity  of  its 
administration,  and  necessarily  of  its  agents,  should  be  par- 
ticularly guarded.  For  a  Deputy  Postmaster  to  use  his 
franking  privilege  (a  privilege  bestowed  upon  him  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  exonerating  him  from  oppressive  charges  in 
the  necessary  correspondence  of  his  office)  in  scattering  over 
the  country  pamphlets,  newspapers,  and  proceedings  to  in- 
fluence elections,  is  to  outrage  all  propriety,  and  must  not 
for  a  day  be  tolerated.  Let  this  be  left  to  the  politicians.  I 
should  be  happy  if  one  or  two  examples  shall  be  found  suf- 
ficient to  correct  an  evil  which  has  so  extensively  prevailed. 

I  will  take  this  occasion,  also,  to  add  for  your  instruction, 
that  the  appointment  to,  and  continuance  in  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  any  one  editing  a  political  newspaper  is  in  the 
highest  degree  objectionable.  It  involves  most  of  the  con- 
sequences above  stated — introduces  politics  into  the  post-of- 
fice— diminishes  the  revenue — and  confers  privileges  on  one 
editor  which  all  cannot  enjoy.  In  a  word,  it  is  my  fixed 
purpose,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  to  separate  the  Post-Oflice  De- 
partment from  politics,  and  bring  about  that  reform  which 
the  country  has  so  loudly  demanded. 

JOHN  TYLER. 

Washington,  September  28,  1841. 


Albany  and  ScJiciitctady  Stisjjes. 

Sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight  passengers  were  carried 
over  between  this  city  and  Schenectady,  by  the  Stages  dur- 
ing the  first  seven  days  after  they  commenced  operations  ! 
This  is  not  a  bad  beginning.  An  average  loss  to  the  Rail- 
road of  242  passengers  daily,  will  make  a  sad  deficit  in  their 
dividends. — Albany  Evsning  Journal, 
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CENSUS  or  THE  UNITED  STATES,  1840. 


[OcTOBEn, 


Ceiisns  of  tUe  United  States,  1840. 

We  have  received  from  Washington  an  epitome  of  the 
Census  of  the  United  Stales.  For  want  of  room,  the  insertion 
of  the  tables  must  be  deferred  till  next  number — for  the  pre- 
sent, we  insert  the  following  summary.  Unwilling  to  make 
statements  founded  upon  the  incorrect  returns  of  the  mar- 
shals, various  calculations  which  have  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers from  time  to  time,  based  upon  them,  have  not  been  in- 
serted. Having  now  the  corrected  returns,  in  our  future  num- 
bers, we  shall  proceed  to  make  our  own  calculations  from 
them  so  far  as  respects  the  population — the  returns  of  the 
products  of  the  States  not  yet  being  completed, 

EPiTO.lIE 

Of  the  -whole  po/jiilatioii  of  the  States  and  'I'erritories  of 
the  United  itafes,  exhibiting  the  general  aggregate 
amount  of  each  descrijjtion  of  persons  by  classes. 

FREE  WHITE  PERSONS. 


Males. 

Under  five  years  of  age 

Of  five  and  under  ten    - 

Of  ten  and  under  fifteen 

Of  fifteen  and  under  twenty 

Of  twenty  and  under  thirty 

Of  thirty  and  under  forty 

Of  forty  and  under  fifty 

Of  fifty  and  under  sixty 

Of  sixty  and  under  seventy 

Of  seventy  and  under  eighty 

Of  eighty  and  under  ninety 

Of  ninety  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Females. 

Under  five  years  of  age 

Of  five  and  under  ten  - 

Of  ten  and  under  fifteen 

Of  fifteen  and  under  twenty 

Of  twenty  and  under  thirty 

Of  thirty  and  under  forty 

Of  forty  and  under  fifty 

Of  fifty  and  under  sixty 

Of  sixty  and  under  seventy 

Of  seventy  and  under  eighty 

Of  eighty  and  under  ninety 

Of  ninety  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 


1,270,790 

1,024,072 

879,499 

756,022 

1,322,440 

866,431 

536,568 

314.505 

174,2  J6 

80,051 

21,679 

2,507 

476 


7,249,266 


1,203,349 

986,921 

8o6,58S 

792,168 

1,253,395 

779,097 

5U2,143 

304,810 

173,299 

80,562 

23,964 

3,231 

315 


6,939,842 


Total  number  of  free  white  persons    -  •    14,189,108 

FREE  COLORED  PERSONS. 


Males. 
Under  ten  years  of  age 
Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 
Of  twenty-four  and  under  thirty-si.K 
Of  thirty -six  and  under  fifty-five    - 
Of  fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 
Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Females. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Of  twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five    - 

Of  fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 


Total  number  of  free  colored  persons 


56,323 
52,799 
35,308 
28,258 
13,493 
286 


55,069 
56,562 
41,673 
30,385 
15,728 
361 


SLAVES. 

Males. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Of  twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  fifiy-five  - 

Of  fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 

Females. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Of  ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Of  twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five  - 

Of  fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 

Of  one  hundred  and  upwards 


Total  number  of  slaves 
*  Total  aggregate 


186,467 


422,599 
391,111 
235,373 
145,264 

51,288 
753 


421,470 

390,075 

2,"9,787 

139,201 

49,692 

580 


—  1,246,4:8 


1,240,805 
-    2,4h7,213 


17,062,566 


White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
are  deaf  and  dumb,  under  fourteen  years  of 
age  - 
White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
deaf  and  dumb,  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty- 
five  ..... 
White  persons  included  in  ihe  foregoing,  who  are 

deaf  and  dumb  over  twenty-five 
While  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
blind  ..... 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing  who  are 

insane  and  idiots  at  public  charge 
White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  aro 

insane  and  idiots  at  private  charge 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  mining     - 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  commerce 
Total  number  of   persons  employed   in  manu- 
factures and  trades    .  -  -  • 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigation 
of  the  ocean               .... 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigation 
of  canals,  lakes,  and  rivers     -             -  - 
Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  learned 
professions    -              -             -             -  - 
Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  arc  deaf  and  dumb 
Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  blind  -             -             -  - 
Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  insane  and  idiots  at  private 
charge           .             .             .             .  . 
Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  arc  insane  and  idiots   at  public 
charge          ..... 
Total  number  of  pensioners  for  revolutionary  or 
military  services         .             .              .  . 
Total  number  of  universities  or  colleges 
Total  number  of  students  in  universities  or  col- 
leges             .              .             .             .  . 
Total  number  of  academies  and  grammar  schools 
Total  number  of  students  in  academies  and  gram- 
mar schools  .              -             -              -             - 
Total  number  of  primary  and  common  schools  - 
Total  number  of  scholars  in  common  schools     - 
Total  number  of  scholars  at  public  charge 
Total  number  of  white  persons  over  twenty  years 
of  age  who  cannot  read  and  write 


199.778 


386,245 


1,919 

2,056 

2,707 

5,024 

4,329 

10,179 

15,203 

3,717,755 

117,575 

791,545 

56,025 


33,057 


65,236 

977 

1,892 

2,093 

20,797 
173 

16,253 
3,242 

164,159 

47,209 
1,845,244 

40-',264 

519,693 


*  Total  number  of  persons  on  board  of  vessels  of  war  in 
the  United  States  naval  service,  June  1, 1840,  6,100,  making 
the  total  aggregate  of  the  population  of  the  United  States 
17,068,666. 
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Fi'iiicc  De  Joiiiville* 

The  Prince  De  Joinville  arrived  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
on  Monday  last,  27th  uit.,  and  was  warmly  greeted  l>y  a 
number  of  citizens.  The  Prince  was  welcomed  at  the  land- 
ing hy  Charles  Picot,  Esq.,  acting  French  Consul,  and  two 
members  of  the  committee  appointed  to  represent  the  French 
citizens  of  Philadelphia.  These  gentlemen  accompanied  him 
to  his  lodgings  at  Jones'  Hotel,  on  foot — the  Prince  declin- 
ing the  olii-r  of  a  carriage.  At  four  o'clock,  the  French 
citizens  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  call,  at  the  re- 
sidence of  the  French  Consul,  and  headed  liy  that  gentle- 
man, repaired  to  the  Prince's  lodgings,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  their  respects.  At  five  o'clock,  a  committee  of  the 
city  councils,  headed  by  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  proceeded  to 
the  lodgings  of  the  Prince,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of 
his  roo:u  by  a  committee,  conducted  into  his  presence,  and 
then  were  severally  introduced  by  Mr.  Picot,  the  French 
Consul.  The  Maj'or  then  vcelcomed  the  Prince  to  Phila- 
deipliia,  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation,  and  tendered  him 
the  hofpitaliiies  of  the  city.  Allusion  was  made  to  the  con- 
nexion of  France  with  the  early  struggle  for  our  Indepen- 
dence, and  ihe  debt  ofgratitude  thence  due  to  her.  Philadelphia 
was  always  happy  to  receive  a  native  of  France,  and  espe- 
cially a  son  of  Louis  Phillippe,  a  King  who  had  distinguished 
himself  by  condescension  and  favors  to  Americans,  and  won 
their  hearty  gratitude.  The  Prince  replied  in  a  few  words 
expressive  of  his  appreciation  of  the  civilities  of  the  city  au- 
tiiorities,  and  his  gratitude  for  the  honor  done  to  his  father. 
He  was  under  orders  as  an  officer,  and  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  city  before  he  could  enjoy  any  of  those  hospitalities 
proposed  to  him. 

On  Tuesday  morning  he  visited  the  Navy  Yard  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, escorted  by  a  Committee  of  the  City  Councils  and 
a  number  of  citizens,  and  was  received  with  naval  honors. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  Prince  left  Philadelphia  for 
Washington,  when,  after  an  interview  with  the  President, 
he  will  go  to  Norfolk  on  a  visit  to  Admiral  Arnous  Dessau- 
laiers,  of  tb.e  French  squadron  now  in  that  harbor.  Thence 
it  is  said  he  intends  to  proceed  via  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg, 
on  his  tour  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  via  St.  Louis ;  thence 
he  proposes  to  return  north,  and  ascend  the  Mississippi 
through  the  Wisconsin  Territory  to  Lake  Superior,  taking 
the  Lakes  Huron,  Michigan,  Erie  and  Ontario  on  his  way 
back  to  Boston,  Albany  and  New  York. 

U.  S.  Gaz. 


TJie  Frii:ce  De  Joinville  at  "Waslitngton. 

The  Prince  de  Joinville  arrived  at  Washington  on  Wed- 
nesday, 

The  Madisonian  says  the  President  received  him  on  Wed- 
nesday at  2  o'clock. 

On  Thursday  he  visited  the  Navy  Yard  in  the  President's 
carriage,  conducted  by  Mr.  John  Tyler,  jr.,  and  Commodore 
Nicholson,  and  was  received  with  a  complimentary  salute  of 
twenty-one  guns.  At  six  o'clock  he  dined  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  a  large  party,  composed  of  the  Corps  Diplomatique, 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  now  in  this  city.  Lord  Prudhoe, 
l)rother  of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  Sir  Henry 
Hart,  both  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  many  distinguished  offi- 
cers of  our  own  Army  and  Navy. 

In  the  evening,  several  hundred  invitations  having  been 
sent  out.  a  very  numerous  assemblage  of  citizens  of  all  parties 
were  collected  at  the  President's  house,  for  whose  reception 
all  the  apartments  were  thrown  open. 

A  band  of  music  from  the  Navy  Yard  was  in  waiting,  and 
immediately  after  dinner  struck  up  the  National  air  of  "Hail 
Columbia,"  followed  hy  the  "  Parisienne,"  and  continued  to 
play  throughout  the  evening,  which  closed  with  some  danc- 
ing. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  whole  enter- 
tainment was  exceedingly  brilliant  and  agreeable,  and  alto- 
gether worthy  of  what  was  in  some  sort,  an  act  of  national 
hospitality. 


Taylor's  Siilmiarinc  Armor. 

A  large  party  of  gentlemen  assembled  yesterday,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Mechanics'  Association 
on  New  Inventions,  to  witness  an  experiment  by  Captain 
Taylor,  with  his  submarine  armor,  'i'he  armor  consists  of 
a  dress  of  India  rubber  cloth,  supported  by  ribs  and  hoops  of 
copper  ingeniously  arranged  so  as  tn  resist  the  immense 
presbure  of  the  water,  when  lowered  to  any  depth.  A  hel- 
met or  head  piece  of  metal  covers  the  head  and  shoulders  of 
the  diver,  if  we  may  call  him  so,  and  to  this  the  other  parts 
of  the  armor  are  carefully  screwed.  This  helmet  is  large 
enough  to  contain  a  considerable  supply  of  air,  which  is  con- 
stantly renewed  by  means  of  a  forcing  pump  at  the  surface 
of  the  water,  connected  with  a  long  India  rubber  tube,  the 
other  end  of  which  is  attached  to  the  helmet.  A  lantern 
forms  a  part  of  the  apparatus,  the  light  in  which  is  supplied 
with  the  air  which  passes  out  from  the  helmet  to  make  way 
for  the  constant  fresh  supplj\ 

After  Captain  Taylor  had  dressed  himself  in  the  armor, 
the  weight  of  which  when  in  the  air  is  very  considerable, 
he  was  swung  off  by  a  whip  attached  to  the  main  vard  of 
the  Columbus,  and  lowered  to  the  surface  of  the  water, 
where  a  boat  was  provided,  in  which  were  the  forcing  pump 
and  assistants.  Some  delay  ensued  here  before  the  experi* 
ment  could  begin,  but  it  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  show 
the  safety  of  the  apparatus,  arising  simply  from  a  deficiencj' 
in  the  quantity  of  the  weights  provided  to  sink  the  diver,  for 
without  some  baUast  the  machine  floats  with  its  head  out  of 
water. 

Additional  weights  having  been  procured,  Captain  Taylor 
was  lowered  under  water  again,  and  remained  for  some 
minutes,  examining  the  ship's  bottom,  and  sinking  to  a  con- 
siderable depth.  The  helmet  which  covers  his  head  is  pro- 
vided with  a  glass  window,  so  that  he  can  make  accurate  ob- 
servations of  anything  at  whatever  depth,  provided  he  has  a 
light  in  his  lantern.  Yesterday,  by  a  slight  defect  in  the 
apparatus,  the  lantern  was  not  fully  supplied  with  air,  so 
that  Capt,  T,  was  not  able  to  carry  a  light  with  him.  When 
near  the  ship,  however,  he  had  sufficient  light  to  inspect  her 
bottom,  from  which  he  brought  up  some  curious  specimens 
of  sea  weed.  After  some  minutes  spent  under  water  he 
was  again  hauled  up,  and  his  armor  or  shell  was  taken  off. 
The  apparatus  when  above  the  surface  appears  unwieldly, 
but  the  greater  buoyancy  of  the  water,  renders  it,  we  under- 
stand, easily  manageable  when  it  is  sunk.  Should  any  diffi- 
culty occur  in  the  management  of  the  ropes  or  breathing 
apparatus,  Capt.  T,  by  throwing  off  his  ballast  would  at 
once  rise  to  the  surface. 

The  experiment  was  interesting  as  showing  how  far  arid 
for  what  purposes  this  machine  maj'  prove  useful.  Capt. 
Taylor  deserves  credit  for  his  ingenuity  in  its  management. 
An  opportunity  was  also  given  by  this  trial,  for  the  gentle- 
men who  were  present  to  examine  the  arrangements  and  ac- 
commodations of  the  Columbus,  which,  by  the  attention  of 
her  officers,  was  made  very  agreeable,  and  very  gladly  im- 
proved. Besides  (he  crew  of  the  vessel,  there  are  now  on 
board  of  her  two  hundred  of  the  Naval  apprentices,  who  are 
receiving  an  education  which  will  make  them  thorough  sea- 
men. The  manoeuvres  and  appearance  of  these  bo3s  form 
a  very  interesting  feature  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the 
vessel, — Bostcn  Daily  Advertiser. 


Silver  Ore. 


We  saw  exhibited  at  the  Merchants  Exchange,  to-day,  a 
large  mass  of  this  metal,  weighing  near  1200  ounces,  the 
produce  of  the  Washington  mine,  in  Davidson  county.  North 
Carolina.  This  is  the  third  specimen  exhibited  ;  the  quali- 
ty is  about  990-1  COO,  with  an  addition  of  10-1000,  of  gold. 
The  ores  of  lead  and  silver  are,  we  understand,  very  abun- 
dant, the  veins  having  been  proved  from  the  depth  of  160 
feet  up  to  the  surface.  The  mine  is  worked  by  an  incor- 
porated company,  of  which  Wm.  Blackburn,  Esq.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, is  the  president.  The  cake  we  saw  is  from  the 
refinery  of  George  Greenfield,  Brooklyn. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[October, 


Tlie  Historical  Society  of  PciiiisyJvania. 

Mr.  James  S.  Farmer  of  this  city,  presented  to  The  His-  i 
lorical  Society  of  Tennsylvaina  at  the  List  meeting  of  its 
Council,  a  medal  struck  by  the  British  Government  on  the 
occasion  of  the  evacuation  of  Rhode  Island  by  the  Ameri-  | 
cans  and  distributed  among  the  Dutch  sailors  in  the  Eng- 
lish fleet. 

On  one  side  is  the  plot  of  an  island  which  \s  pre sv medio 
be  that  of  Rhode  Island.     Here  is  perceived  a  score  of  men  ■ 
with  guns  on  their  shoulders  travel  sing  at  a  pace  much  ex- , 
ceeding  double  quick  the  Island  from  West  to  East.     The 
height  of  each  figure  is  about  one-sixth  of  that  of  the  whole 
Island.     On  the  right  are  nine  full  and  four  empty  boats. —  j 
On  the  left  are  three  ships  of  war,  Legend,  *   D'vlugtende, 
Americaanen  van  Rohde  Yland,  Aug.  1778,     On  the  exer- 
gue are  two  palm  boughs  crossed  at  their  lower  extrcmitie-. 

On  the  reverse  is  a  double  decker  with  the  English  en-  ' 
sign  displayed.    Legend,  j  De  admiraals  flag,  van  Adrairaal 
Howe,  17  79. 

This  curious  relic  is  in  brass,  2  inches  and  iv>-o-tenths  in  i 
diameter  and  is  utterly  without  merit  as  a  work  of  art.     It 
is  pierced  with  a  hole  in  the  centre  and  was  thus  by  means 
of  a  ribbon  attached  to  the  jacket  of  the  matelot  decor ie. 

The  Plistorical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  has  existed  for 
several  years  and  has  published  several  volumes  of  transac- 
tions, which  contain  numerous  papers  in  relation  to  the 
early  history  of  this  State,  which  are  interesting  to  our  citi- 
zens. Its  President  is  the  venerable  and  learned  P.  S.  Du- 
ponceau,  Esq.—  as  its  object  is  to  collect  and  preserve  me- 
morials of  by-gone  days— -the  Society  will  gladly  receive  do- 
nations of  origir.al  letters  and  other  documents  as  well  as 
books,  connected  with  the  early  history  of  this  State. 


*  The  flight  of  the  Americans  from  Rhode  Island,  Au- 
gust, 1778. 
■j-  The  flag-ships  of  Admiral  Howe,  1779. 


Facts  Heliitive  to  Arlxaiisas  Bonds* 

An  inquiry  has  been  made  through  one  of  the  city  papers 
for  particular  information  relative  to  the  value  of  Arkansas 
Bonds;  a  few  facts  will  enable  us  to  judge  of  their  value. — 
Arkansas  owes  no  debt  for  any  pur[iose,  but  bank  capital. 
Her  bank  capital  is  all  sound  and  available. 

The  bonds  arc  drawn  payable  to  the  order  of  the  banks, 
and  the  banks  pay  the  interest  regularly,  and  are  legally  lia- 
ble for  both  princijial  and  interest. 

The  Real  Estate  Bank  of  Arkansas  has  a  capital  of  one 
million  live  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  stock  is  secured 
by  bonds  and  mortgages  on  the  improved  property  of  the 
citizens  to  the  amount  of  three  millions. 

'i'hese  three  millions  of  bonds  and  mortgages  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  State  as  security  for  the  one  iniliiop.  live  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  bonds  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter  no  dividend  can  be  made 
to  stockholders  until  these  bonds,  principal  and  interest,  arc 
paid. 

'J'hc  security  for  these  bonds  is  three-fold  : 

1st.  'J'he  iState  is  pledged,  and  owes  no  other  debts. 

2d.  I'he  bank  capital  ami  all  its  earnings. 

3d.  Three  millions  of  bonds  and  mortgages  on  the  best 
productive  lands  of  the  State. 

Besides  the  /<;///:  of  the  State,  which  is  the  only  security 
upon  which  other  State  bonds  rest,  these  bonds  offer  two 
legal  remedies  :  One  against  the  bank  cnpital,  and  the  other 
against  the  three  millions  bonds  and  mortgages  held  by  the 
State  in  trust  for  this  purpose. —  Times  W  Utar. 


Baltics  of  ]Veiv  Orleans. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  New 
Orleans  Banks,  on  the  31st  ult. 

Cash               Cash  Per 

Names  of  Banks.         Liabilities.           Assets.  Ct'ge. 

Canal 9:9,487           317,176  35 

Carrollton 309,9.58           142,39,'5  46 

Citizens 3,144,744        l,69.',44r)  54 

City 1,259,446           409,^08  33 

Commercial 961,835           688,817  72 

Consolidated 1,101,436           451,237  41 

Exchange 700,580           221,433  32 

Improvement 1,077.<C7           276,978  26 

Louisiana 720,700           741,796  102 

Louisiana  State 1,131,993           399,39J  35 

Mechanics' &  Traders'     622,421           276,077  45 

Orleans 374,845           170,292  46 

Union 1,631,088        1,074,302  66 

Atchafilaya 493,458           149,248  30 

Circulation  per  last  monthly  statement,  31  at 

July,  1 84 1 $5,407,744 

Specie  in  the  vault^^ 2,912,554 

Equal  to  54  per  cent. 

Circulation  per  above  monthly  statement,  4th 

September,  1841 4,870,784 

Specie  in  vaults 3,'  67,348 

Equal  to  63  per  cent. 

Decrease  of  circulation  during  the  last  month  . .  536,960 

Decrease  of  deposits 338,384 

Increase  of  specie 154,691 

The  Banks  have  therefore  decreased  their  respon- 
sibilities during  the  month 875,344 

And  increased  their  specie 1 54,694 


Making  together §1,030,038 

[Boston  Semi- Week-Ill  Jdvirtise;: 


Rev.  Kxra  IJipUy,  of  Concord,  Mass. 

This  venerable  Divine,  whose  death  was  announced  in 
yesterday's  .lournal  of  Commerce,  was  the  seventh  Minister 
of  the  first  church  in  that  town.  Concord  was  settled  in 
1635.  Dr.  Ripley  was  ordained  in  1778.  He  was  a  settled 
Minister  in  that  ancient  town  for  63  years.  In  1828,  he 
preached  his  half  century  sermon,  which  he  sent  me,  and  I 
have  it  now  before  me.  I  extract  the  following  passages : 

"  Grey  hairs  are  upon  those  who  were  infants  when  the 
speaker  first  settled  here.  \\'hen  I  cast  my  eyes  over  the 
assembly  that  statedly  worships  here,  I  see  not  only  many 
new  faces,  but  a  new  face  on  the  whole.  Here  and  there 
only  is  a  countenance  which  I  beheld  fifty  years  ago.  Full 
well  do  I  remember  the  white  locks  that  ailorned  the  long 
seats  which  here  stretched  before  me.  Now  the  heads  that 
are  white  and  grey  were  then  on  the  shoulders  of  children. 
But  it  is  time,  my  brethren,  to  inquire  how  you  have  heard 
and  received  and  obeyed  the  Gospel  that  has  been  so  long 
preached  to  you.  Some  of  the  congregation  have  heard  me 
fifty  years.  Not  loss  than  2500  sermons  have  been  written 
and  delivered  by  your  pastor,  and  many  of  them  repeated 
and  not  a  few  re-written.  How  have  the  aged  improved 
under  this  long  course  of  religious  in.struction  1  Many  of 
this  assembly  have  been  baptized,  catechized,  and  instructed 
by  the  speaker,  for  whom  ho  has  cherished  aflectionate  con- 
cern and  earnest  desires  that  they  might  be  truly  religious 
and  for  ever  happy." — Jour,  of  Com. 
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Trade   aud  Defence  of  t9ie  Lakes* 

Petition  for  an  armed  vessel  on  Lake  Erie, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  petition  on  this  subject, 
acted  on  by  our  Common  Council,  at  their  late  meeting. 

Buffalo,  Sept.  24th,  1841. 
Hon.  Abel  P.  Upshur,  Sec'y  of  the  Navy. 

Sir: — Information  received  through  an  authentic  channel, 
"  that  there  is  an  opinion  entertained  by  the  administralion 
at  Washington,  that  there  is  no  call  for  the  execution  of  the 
law  of  the  e-xtra  session  of  Congress,  appropriating  SlO(),UUO 
for  the  construction  of  a  steam  vessel  of  war  on  Lake  Erie," 
has  caused  much  alarm  and  regret  in  the  public  mind,  and 
is  our  apology  for  addressing  you,  and  through  you,  the  Pre^ 
sident. 

It  is  our  opinion,  (and  we  submit  it  with  all  proper  defer- 
ence,) that  the  condition  of  our  foreign  relations,  our  fron- 
tier defence,  and  the  forces  of  Great  Britain  at  our  doors,  call 
for  an  immediate  and  vigorous  execution  of  that  law  ;  and 
to  these  several  points  we  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Executive  Department. 

First. — As  to  the  present  existing  and  immediately  availa- 
ble naval  and  military  forces  on  these  lakes,  and  against 
which  at  least  one  armed  steamboat  is  called  for  by  the  pub- 
lic safety ;  Great  Britain  has  now  in  commission  two  steam 
vessels  of  wary  the  Toronto  and  the  Minos,  now  lying  in  the 
Niagara  river.  The  Toronto  is  over  400  tons  burthen,  car- 
rying/ofo-^een  guns  of  large  calibre,  and  the  Minos  is  of 
about  450  tons,  and  carrying  the  same  number  of  very  heavy 
guns.  Both  are  full  manned  and  armed  in  all  respects  as 
vessels  of  war.  This  is  of  itself  a  powerful  fiarce,  and  in  the 
face  of  any  opposition  that  could  now  be  made  on  the  lakes, 
could  take  a  [)osition  off  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  or  any 
other  city  or  town  on  Lake  Erie,  or  the  upper  lakes,  and  des- 
troy them  at  their  convenience  ;  and  ihcy  would  be  equally 
efficient  in  preventing  the  construction  of  any  armed  vessels 
by  our  government  after  hostilities  should  have  commenced. 
Besides  these,  are  commercial  vessels,  owned  by  citizens  of 
Canada,  to  the  amount  of  several  thousaiKls  of  tons,  that 
could  in  a  very  short  time  be  armed  under  the  protection  of 
the  guns  of  their  fortifications,  and  concentrated  on  these 
lakes. 

It  will  doubtless  be  replied,  that  we  have  on  these  lakes  a 
vastly  superior  force  of  commercial  craft,  numerous  large 
steamboats  and  hundreds  of  sail  vessels,  which  could  be  arm- 
ed and  manned,  and  thus  constitute  a  greatly  superior  force. 
It  is  admitted  that  we  now  have  the  craft.  But  it  is  denied 
that,  war  being  commenced,  we  could  arm  or  man  any  of 
them.  Look  at  our  condition.  If  a  war  should  commence 
to-morrow,  there  is  not  a  harbor  on  any  of  these  lakes  where 
these  vessels  would  not  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  these  two 
war  steamers ;  nor  is  there  a  fortification  on  any  of  these 
lakes  so  furnished  with  artillery  or  men,  as  to  be  able  to  hold 
out  for  an  hour  against  the  Minos.  How  insane,  then,  to 
think  that  our  superior  commercial  marine  would,  under  such  i 
circumstances,  be  of  any  service  to  us.  On  the  oiherhand,  | 
they  would  be  so  many  vessels,  and  good  ones  too,  built  to  | 
the  hand  of  our  enemy,  who  could  capture  them  without 
hazard,  and  arm  and  man  them  in  security,  under  the  guns 
of  their  numerous  fortifications.  The  expenditure  nov>  of  a 
few  thousands  of  dollars  would  convert  this  apparent,  but 
deceptive,  into  a  real  naval  superiority  on  these  lakes — than 
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which  nothing  is  more  important  to  the  whole  country,  in 
event  of  a  war  with  thfit  power.  Let  us  be  once  stripped  of 
the  means  of  control  of  these  laiies,  and  millions  of  treasure 
must  be  appropriated,  an  untold  amount  of  property  destroy- 
ed, and  thousands  of  lives  sacrificed  to  regain  it. 

Second. — By  means  of  their  fortifications  at  Maiden  and 
on  Bois  Blanc  Island,  at  the  outlet  of  the  Straits  of  Detroit 
into  Lake  Erie,  they  now  hold  absolute  control  of  the  commu- 
nication between  Lake  Erie  and  the  upper  lakes;  and  in  the 
course  of  trade,  there  are  seldom  less  than  fifty  of  our  largest 
sail  vessels,  and  from  four  to  eight  of  our  be^t  steamboats  on 
the  upper  lakes  thus  situated.  Should  their  passage  down 
be  interdicted  by  the  works  above  referred  to,  they  would  iiil 
fall  an  easy  prey  to  either  of  the  war  steamboats  above  men- 
tioned. Our  enemies  could  thus  avail  themselves  of  a  fleet 
which  they  could  man  and  arm  with  artillery  brought  through 
iheir  internal  conmiunication  between  the  bay  of  Quinte  on 
Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Simco  and  Lake  Huron,  and  with  this- 
force  which  we  ourselves  had  furnished,  then  take  possession' 
of  Lake  Erie  and  all  the  internal  communications  which  lead- 
to  it. 

'I'hird. — In  the  event  of  a  war,  our  internal  commnnica- 
tions  by  canals,  railroads  and  lakes  would  be  of  more  value 
to  us,  used  as  a  means  of  concentrating  forces,  moving  mili- 
tary stores  and  accelerating  the  movement  of  armies,  than  a 
standing  army  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  without  them. 
And  these  means  of  intercommunication  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  be  destroyed  under  any  circumstances.  \\  ithout 
our  canals  and  railroads,  the  troops  of  New  England  would- 
be  concentrated  on  the  western  frontier,  or  those  of  the  south 
and  west  on  the  eastern,  at  an  enormous  cost  in  time  and 
money,  while  our  enemies  having  command  of  the  lakes 
would  be  able  to  collect  their  whole  force  at  any  given  point 
in  a  few  days.  Now  would  it  not  be  most  reprehensible  iir 
our  government  to  omit,  in  threatening  times,  to  arm  itself 
against  a  possible  destruction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  the  har- 
bors on  the  lakes,  which  it  would  require  millions  of  money, 
and  what  is  worse,  years  of  time  to  re-construct,  and  thus 
for  want  of  a  stich  in  time  throw  our  country  open  and  de- 
fenceless into  the  arms  of  an  enemy  1  Let  it  be  realized- 
tbat  twelve  miles  of  this  canal  is  on  the  borders  of  Niagara 
river,  which  together  with  the  dam  of  Black  Rock, from  which 
point  alone,  water  is  drawn  to  supply  the  canal  for  \50 
miles,  are  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  guns  of  the  Minos  and 
Toronto,  and  that  one  night's  expedition  of  a  hundred  men, 
from  Tonawanda  to  Lockport,  could  destroy  the  combined 
locks  at  the  latter  place,  to  build  which  it  has  taken  three 
years  and  a  million  of  dollars,  and  thus  render  useless,  ut- 
terly, the  only  feasible  route  and  means  of  communication 
for  militarj'  purposes  between  the  east  and  west.  We  say, 
let  all  this  be  realized,  before  an  opinion  that  there  is  no  call 
for  a  naval  force  on  the  lakes  should  be  entertained. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  either  with  the  assent  or  by  the  neg- 
lect of  the  government,  our  neighbors  across  the  line  have 
for  years,  in  open  disregard  of  treaty  stipulation,  menaced  us 
with  a  naval  armament  on  the  lakes  equal  to  our  destruction. 
The  public  mind  is  excited — just  fears  of  the  disturbance  of 
the  relations  of  peace  are  entertained — confidence  is  destroy- 
ed, and  the  value  of  properly  and  the  results  of  business  se- 
riously affected.  Is  it  not  then  the  duty  as  well  as  policy  of 
the  government  to  quiet  fears,  and  avert  mischief  by  giving- 
us  the  slight  means  of  defence  contemplated  by  the  law  re^ 
ferred  to  ? 
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TRADE  AND  DEFENCE  OF  THE  LAKES. 


[OcTOBEn, 


It  has  been  apparent  to  the  most  casual  observer  of  the 
course  of  events  on  the  frontier  for  tlie  last  four  years,  that 
however  desirous  the  federal  government  may  have  been  to 
}nnintain  our  position  of  neutrality  upon  the  border,  her  arm 
has  been  in  a  great  measure  powerless  ;  she  could  neither 
enforce  her  neutrality  law  nor  the  j)rocess  of  her  courts,  and 
■vvc  have  not  escaped  the  censure  of  foreign  powers  for  this 
inability  to  discharge  our  plain  duty.  If  at  the  outbreak  of 
these  troubles  the  government  had  possessed  such  a  vessel 
as  is  contemi)lafed  by  the  law  referred  to,  she  could  hardly 
have  failed  in  her  duty  for  want  of  power.  And  certainly 
in  time  of  peace,  it  would  be  the  means  of  enabling  us  to 
enforce  our  regulations  of  neutrality  up  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  our  international  obligations. 

It  has  not  escaped  remark  that  means  of  protection  have 
been  dispensed  by  our  government  to  the  Atlantic  and  the 
lake  frontier  in  a  most  unequal  manner.  The  former,  true, 
is  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  and  sf>lendid  cities,  valuable 
property,  dear  and  sacred  institutions,  and  invaluable  lives, 
call  for  the  protection  of  government  from  foes  who  are  three 
thousand  miles  removed  from  them,  but  who  may  come  near 
and  jeopard  their  safety.  They  do  not  call  in  vain.  The 
seaboard  frovvns  with  fortresses  at  the  assailable  points,  and 
a  gallant  navy  unfurls  the  flng  of  protection  and  security  on 
the  Atlantic  seas,  and  a  bonie  squadron  watches  her  bays 
and  capes  with  patriotic  vigilance.  No  doubt  is  felt  by  the 
departments  of  government  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
these  measures  of  security,  nor  is  that  doubt  suggested  by 
us.  But  while  we  agree  to  its  propriety,  we  desire  this  same 
government  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  lake  frontier  and 
see  if  we  do  not  justly  claim  a  share  of  her  parental  care,  at 
least  the  means  and  leave  to  protect  ourselves.  The  lake 
frontier  is  about  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  dotted  thick- 
ly with  cities  and  villages,  with  an  internal  trade,  that  how- 
ever startling  may  be  the  statement,  now  equals  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  country  and  will  in  a  few  years  far  exceed  it, 
with  Buifalo  and  Rochester  and  their  20,(J(/0  inhabitants 
each,  with  numerous  other  towns  last  approaching  that  num- 
ber, and  all  this  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  national  ene- 
my, armed  for  strife  and  eager  for  its  commencement,  so 
situated  that  the  blow  would  be  the  first  intimation  of  the 
intention  to  strike.  With  all  this  there  is  not  on  the  whole 
frontier  a  fortification  so  manned  and  armed  as  to  be  able  to 
stand  out  for  a  day  against  one  of  the  above  named  vessels 
of  war. 

In  the  event  of  hostilities  with  England,  this  frontier 
would  be  the  chief  field  of  strife,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference 
to  the  history  of  our  late  contest  with  that  power.  Canada 
is  a  position  from  which  they  could  conveniently  assail  us, 
and  where  they  would  have  a  concentration  of  fearful  mili- 
tary force.  For  our  own  protection  we  should  be  compelled 
to  disloilge  them,  and  the  scenes  of  the  late  war  would  be  re- 
enacted  on  the  same  ground  in  a  magniiied  form. 

If  no  war  is  to  be  engaged  in  by,  or  forced  upon  us,  yet 
the  vessel  is  needed  for  the  same  reason  that  the  Atlantic 
coast  needed  the  home  squadron.  She  would  be  a  vessel 
Useful  to  government,  first,  as  a  transport  for  troops,  muni- 
tions of  war  and  supplies  between  the  east  and  west,  saving 
to  the  Treasury  large  amounts  paid  annually  for  freight  and 
transportation.  Second.  She  would  be  very  useful  as  a  re- 
ceiving shi[);  large  numbers  of  sailors  could  be  employed 
here  in  the  fall  season,  and  sent  to  the  seaboard  with  despatch 
and  economy.  Third.  She  would  be  useful  as  a  school  for 
apprentices,  large  numbers  of  whom  could  be  obtained  in  the 
several  cities  of  the  lakes,  who,  employed  thus,  would  be  of 
service  to  themselves  and  the  country.  And  fourth.  She 
could  render  essential  aid  to  our  commercial  vessels  in  fall 
gales  and  turbulent  weather,  either  on  the  upper  lakes,  where 
for  want  of  sea-room  and  harbor  improvements,  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  season  the  navigation  is  more  difficult  and  haz- 
ardous by  far  than  any  that  is  known  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
The  aid  and  security  that  would  be  afforded  to  this  com- 
merce will  be  better  understood  by  looking  at  the  extent  and 
increase  of  the  trade  itself. 

In  182-i  there  was  one  steamboat  on  Lake  Erie  and  the 
upper  lakes.  In  1840  there  were  more  than  50  steamboats 
•  n  the  »aaie  waters,  from  100  to  750  tons  burthen,  averag- 


ing 400  tons  burthen  each  ;  making  in  the  aggregate  of  this 
class  of  vessels  twenty  thousand  tons.  In  1825  the  number 
of  sail  vessels  was  50,  and  in  ISIO  about  300,  varying  from 
5'J  to  3  lO  tons  burthen,  averaging  about  150  tons  ;  making 
an  aggregate  of  tonnage  in  this  class  of  vessels  of  45,000 
tons.  Tonnage  in  steamboats  and  vessels,  65,000  tons,  all 
employed  in  voyages  that  extend  from  four  to  twenty-five  or 
thirty  days.  Many  of  these  sail  vessels  are  ships,  brigs  and 
scho;incrs,  of  the  best  class  for  size,  model  and  rig,  and  are 
all  fully  and  profitably  employed.  And  these  steamboats  are 
not  surpassed  for  size,  model  or  finish  by  any  in  America. 
The  average  cost  of  the  steamboats  is  about  J>50,000  ;  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  cost  of  steamboats  of  SC,5:J0,000,  and  the 
average  cost  of  the  vessels  is  about  §4,000 ;  making  an  ag- 
gregate cost  of  vessels  of  at  least  Sl,2u0,GO0 — showing  an 
investment  in  vessels  for  this  trade  of  the  sum  of  $3,700,U00. 
The  immense  amount  of  property  carried  in  these  vessels 
cannot  be  understood  without  looking  at  the  number  of  ar- 
rivals and  departures  for  a  year ;  and  to  show  the  increase, 
we  give  them  from  1815  to  1840  inclusive,  thus — in  1815 
the  number  was  64;  1816,80;  1817,100;  1818,  lUO; 
1819,  96;  1820,  120;  1821,  150;  1822,  200  ;  1823,236; 
1824,286;  1825,359;  1826,418;  1827,972;  1828,  1520; 
18-9,  18!J0;  1830,  2052;  1831,  2400;  1832,2560;  1833, 
2730;  KS34,  2975;  1835,  328  J  ;  1836,  3550  ;  1837,3955; 
1838,3895;  1839,  3955  ;  1840,  4U61.  Here  we  find  that 
the  arrivals  and  departures  in  1840  were  4061.  We  may 
suppose  that  estimating  the  steamboats  and  vessels,  they 
would  average  250  tons  burthen  each,  and  we  get  the  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  our  trade  for  the  year  18-iO,  in  the  enormous 
amount  of  one  million  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons. 

In  view  of  the  premises  herein  minutely  detailed,  we 
humbly  submit — First,  'J'hat  the  law  in  question  should  bo 
immediately  executed  by  building  a  steam  vessel  of  war,  of 
ample  dimensions,  superior  speed,  and  mounted  with  a  bat- 
tery of  guns  of  large  calibre.  Second,  That  such  vessel 
should  be  built  at  this  point,  where  there  is  by  far  the  best 
concentiation  of  the  means  of  defence  that  can  be  found  on 
the  lake;  and  third  That  she  should  be  built  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  Capt.  Step/ten  Champlain,  who  is  a  citizen 
of  this  place,  and  whose  superior  knowledge  of  the  people 
and  business  of  this  section  of  the  country  would  eminently 
fit  him  for  such  superintendence;  and  that  when  completed, 
such  vessel  should  be  commanded  by  the  same  brave  and 
veteran  officer,  whose  appointment  to  the  command  of  the 
naval  force  of  these  lakes  would  be  triumphantly  vindicated 
by  reference  to  the  history  of  I'erry's  battle  on  Lake  Erie, 
where  the  intrepid  Capt.  C.  rendered  such  service  to  his 
country  as  should  challenge  his  country's  gratitude. 

We  therefore  respectfully  request  that  the  law  above  re- 
ferred to  may  be  carried  into  immediate  effect  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  steam  vessel  of  war,  such  as  was  intended  by 
the  law. 

Very  respectfully. 

Buffalo  ^idvertiscr. 


Kutiicott  Pear  Tree. 


This  venerable  and  unfailing  tree  has  agafn  given  forth 
its  annual  product.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  much  di- 
minution, of  late  years,  in  the  quantity,  or  deterioration  in 
the  quality  of  its  fruit.  By  an  unbroken  tradition  in  the 
family,  it  is  now  21 1  years  since  it  was  planted  by  the  hands 
of  Governor  Endicott !  Its  appearance  confirms  this  tradi- 
tion, which,  upon  the  whole,  rests  upon  as  strong  grounds 
of  evidence,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  authorizes  us  to  re- 
quire.—  Salem  Register. 


Prolific. 


On  Saturday  we  saw  a  limb  of  a  vine  about  four  feet  in 
length,  to  which  was  suspended  no  less  than  sixty-seven 
bunches  of  ripe  grapes  of  the  kind  called  "  Elsenborough." 
They  came  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  David  Allen,  of  Bur- 
lington, N.  J. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Kcw  York  Historical  Agency. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  friernl  J.  Romeyn 
Brodhead,  Esq.  dated  the  Hague,  24th  of  August.  He  visits 
Europe  as  Agent,  under  the  appointment  of  this  State,  to 
collect  such  papers  and  documents  as  might  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  colonial  history  of  this  State,  to  Holland,  England 
and  France.  We  are  happy  to  find  that  he  is  succeeding 
in  Holland  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectation,  in  attain- 
ing the  object  of  his  mission.  The  Dutch  Government  has 
most  kindly  and  courteously  laid  open  to  Mr.  B.  all  the  pa- 
pers in  the  Departments  of  State.     He  writes  : 

"  I  am  now  very  happy  to  inform  you,  that  Providence 
has  been  pleased  so  to  bless  my  labors  here,  that  I  have  suc- 
ceeded vastly  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  which  limited  my 
anticipations  when  I  left  New  York.  I  have  received  the 
most  generous  courtesy  from  the  Government  here,  and  the 
result  of  my  examination,  so  far,  is  the  obtaining  of  3000 
pages  of  manuscript,  commencing  with  1614,  and  extend- 
ing down  to  1673.  In  this  series  of  papers  are  many  docu- 
mentsofthe  highest  historical  value,  which  I  think  will  throw 
a  great  flood  of  light  over  many  of  the  obscure  and  uncer- 
tain parts  of  our  annals.  You  know,  when  I  left,  I  was  not 
very  sanguine  about  obtaining  much  from  Holland.  I  think 
now,  that  it  will  be  the  richest  mine  that  I  shall  explore. — 
The  West  India  Company  papers  (at  Amsterdam)  are  said 
to  be  complete  from  1623 ;  and  I  have  already  obtained  an 
order,  from  the  proper  department,  allowing  me  to  take 
copies  of  any  papers  I  may  wish.  If  Providence  should 
bless  my  labors  at  Amsterdam,  as  it  has  already  done  at  the 
Hague,  I  shall  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  want  of  suc- 
cess in  Holland.  Indeed  I  think  I  can  safely  say,  that  the 
documents  I  have  already  procured,  when  they  come  to  be 
examined,  will  be  pronounced  among  the  most  interesting 
in  our  records." — Christian  Intelligencer, 


Di-visioii  of  Office* 


The  Cincinnati  Chronicle  has  examined  the  list  of  high 
officers  cf  the  General  Government  appointed  from  the  adop-  ! 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  and  finds  the  result  to  be  as  fol-  | 
lows: — Of  the  offices  of  President,  Vice  President,  Secre-  ■ 
taries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Post-Masters  General,  and  Attorneys  Gene-  j 
ral,  their  distribution  among  the  States  has  been  as  follows,  ! 
viz:  including  the  recent  administration  of  General  Har- 1 
rison.  j 

From  Massachusetts 23  i 

Virginia 23  ^ 

New  York 12  | 

Pennsylvania 9 

Maryland 13 

South  Carolina 6 

Georgia 6 

Delaware 3 

Connecticut 4 

New  Jersey 3 

North  Carolina 4 

New  Hampshire 2 

The  above  are  the  results  in  the  "  Old  Thirteen."  Of  the 

Neiu  it  is  thus  : — 


From  Kentucky 8 

Tennessee 6 

Ohio 5 

Louisiana 1 

Alabama 1 

Michigan 1 

It  appears  then  that  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  Rhode  Is- 
land has  not  been  honored  with  a  single  important  appoint- 
ment; and  that  from  the  State  of  .Maine,  Vermont,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Mississippi  none  has  been 
made.  On  the  other  hand,  the  four  old  States  of  Massachu- 
setts, Virginia,  Maryland  and  New  York  have  received  more 
than  half  the  whole. 


Water  Spout  on  Lake  Kric< 

On  Friday  evening  last,  between  5  and  6  P.  M.  our  citi- 
zens enjoyed  the  sight  of  a  rare  and  imposing  exhibition  in 
the  natural  world  commonly  known  as  a  "  water  spout,'' 
which  passed  in  front  of  the  town  within  a  mile  of  the  Bea- 
con Light. 

It  seems  that  what  we  call  a  whirlwind  upon  land,  causes 
a  water  spout  at  sea,  when  the  serial  forces  are  sufficiently 
powerful  to  raise  water. 

These  whirls  or  whirlpools  in  the  atmosphere  result  from 
the  meeting  of  different  currents  of  air,  and  form  a  vortex 
in  the  same  manner  as  eddies  are  made  in  running  water  by 
obstructions  or  counter  currents.  On  Friday,  the  wind  blew 
strong  from  the  N.  E.  until  about  5  P.  M.  when  it  changed 
suddenly  to  West,  still  blowing  a  gale  and  bringing  onward 
a  dark  and  threatening  storm.  A  few  minutes  before  the 
change  of  wind  the  whirl  which  caused  the  spout  came  olT 
the  land  two  miles  west  of  the  Pier,  producing  a  great  agi- 
tation of  the  water,  raising  and  driving  about  the  spray  with 
great  fury  ;  the  sea  running  high  at  the  time.  In  a  short 
time  a  portion  of  the  low  black  cloud  which  lay  directly  over 
the  troubled  portion  of  the  water,  descended  in  the  form  of 
a  large  sack,  half  way  to  the  surface  of  the  Lake.  It  was 
apparently  of  the  size  of  a  lai-ge  hay  stack,  hollow,  and  the 
spray  or  vapour  of  which  it  was  composed  had  a  spiral  and 
upward  motion,  around  the  cavity  of  the  column.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  shore  in  a  North-Easterly  direction,  not  in  a 
regular  track,  but  with  constant  and  sudden  deviations,  per- 
haps two  miles ;  the  portion  descending  from  the  clouds,  at 
times  almost  dispersed  by  the  strength  of  the  gale.  If  the 
sun  had  not  been  obscured,  and  the  air  darkened  by  the 
storm  in  the  West  (immediately  behind  it)  the  whole  of  the 
spout  would  no  doubt  have  been  distinctly  seen. 

When  opposite  the  harbor  its  direction  became  more 
southerly,  its  color  changed  from  the  dark  cast  of  a  heavy 
cloud  to  the  whiteness  of  spray  or  falling  rain,  and  it  took 
the  form  of  an  inverted  cone  with  regular  elements,  its  ver- 
tex resting  on  the  water  (not  larger  than  a  hogshead.)  its 
base  surrounded  by  moving  clouds.  Very  little  rain  fell 
while  it  was  in  sight,  and  whether  this  proceeded  from  the 
water  elevated  by  the  whirlwind  could  not  be  ascertained. 
As  it  travelled  eastward  before  the  wind  it  approached  the 
shore  a  mile  east  of  the  city,  changing  shape  continually  and 
causing  as  it  passed  a  great  commotion  in  the  already  agi- 
tated waters.  Here  a  fresh  gust  seemed  to  break  up  the  col- 
umn and  it  vanished.  Fortunately  no  boats  or  vessels  were 
in  its  route,  or  damage  might  have  ensued. 

Among  the  numerous  displays  of  the  grandeur  of  storms 
which  our  waters  afford,  we  have  witnessed  none  more 
varied  or  sublime  than  this.  It  was  not  considered  a  large 
spout  when  compared  with  those  which  occur  on  the  broad 
ocean,  to  the  wonder  and  alarm  of  the  mariner,  but  seems 
to  have  been  perfectly  formed  though  upon  a  limited  scale. 

We  are  informed  that  three  of  them  occurred  at  the  sanie 
moment  about  25  miles  west  of  this  place  a  few  years  since; 
and  passed  among  some  vessels  without  coming  in  contact 
with  any  of  them.  It  may  be  very  long  before  another  makes 
its  appearance  here. 

[  Cleveland  Herald, 


A  Nevsrly  Discovered  Salt  Spring. 


The  Rochester  Democrat  says  :  A  salt  spring  has  been 
opened  in  the  town  of  Galen,  county  of  Wayne,  about  lifty 
rods  from  the  Erie  canal,  on  the  land  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Judd, 
of  Ithaca,  with  the  fairest  prospect  of  the  best  of  brine,  and 
even  of  the  fossil  salt,  as  is  evidenced  by  comparing  the  bor- 
ings in  Europe  and  the  late  boring  near  Abingdon,  in  Vir- 
ginia, with  the  report  of  the  engineer  employed  at  Galen. — 

i  The  diameter  of  the  tube  bored  is  4  inches,  230  feet  deep. 

!  The  vein  is  strong,  and  continues  to  run  profusely  over  the 
tube,  destroying  all  vegetation  within  its  reach.     It  is  un- 

I  commonly  pure,  producing  the  finest  salt  without  the  use 
of  lime.  The  brine  is  forced  up  by  the  gas  with  a  violence 
known  nowhere  else. 
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REMARKABLE  DISCOVERY  OF  A  CAVE. 


[October, 


Remarkable  Discovery  of  a  Cavcf 

Jn  Colebrook,  in  Litchjield  county,  near  the  Massachu- 
setts line. 


CoLEBiiooK,  Conn., 
September  24,  1841. 

For  several  days  past,  our  usually  quiet  little  town  has 
been  in  quite  a  "  commotion  "  in  consequence  of  a  rumored 
discovery  of  a  large  cavern  in  the  north-west  part  of  the 
town,  bordering  on  Massachusetts.  I,  at  first,  supposed  the 
story  to  be  a  hoax,  and  treated  it  as  such,  but,  being  assured 
to  the  contrary,  by  a  respectable  neighbor,  who  said  he  had 
seen  the  cave,  I  was  induced  to  visit  the  place  designated, 
and  have  had  ocular  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  the  report. 
It  may  appear  incredible  that  a  great  cavern  should  have  re- 
;mained  so  long  unknown  in  this  inhabited  region,  but  it  is 
nevertheless  true.  It  is  probably  large,  but  how  large  is  not 
known,  as  it  has  been  explored  but  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  no  one  can  be  found  who  ever  hcaid  of  its  exis- 
tence before.  I  have  agreed  with  a  number  of  my  neighbors 
to  explore  the  cavern  as  far  as  practicable,  and  I  propose, 
with  your  permission,  to  give  the  result  of  our  researches 
from  time  to  time,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper. 

The  mouth  of  the  cavern  is  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Jonas 
Randall,  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  town,  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  the  Massachusetts  line.  It  is  a  barren,  rocky, 
unfrequented  spot — a  projecting  cliff,  of  craggy  rock  full  one 
hundred  feet  high,  hangs  over  it  Avith  an  aspect  so  threaten- 
ing as  to  daunt  the  courage  of  the  less  daring.  Why  it  does 
not  fall  over  no  one  can  tell.  It  scenis  to  stand  against  all 
the  known  laws  of  gravitation. 

It  is  called  the  "  Witch's  Retreat,"  but  -.^hy  I  know  not. 
When  I  was  a  boy,  my  father  lived  within  one  mile  of  this 
iplacc,  and  I  have  s]>ent  hours  with  other  boys,  clambering 
over  the  rocks,  and  up  the  side  of  this  precipice.  The  mouth 
of  the  cavern,  at  the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  is  covered  with 
a  huge  mass  of  rocks  which  have  evidently  fallen  from  the  ] 
cliff  above.  Some  of  them  are  very  large,  and  from  their 
size  and  form  one  may  easily  discover  the  place  from  which 
they  fell.  There  was  nothing  in  the  general  appearance  of 
the  place  indicating  the  existence  of  such  a  cavern,  and  one 
might  clamber  about  there  a  week  and  not  suspect  such  a 
thing.  The  only  opening  was  under  a  large  rock,  and  scarce- 
ly large  enough  for  a  boy  to  crawl  into.  It  could  only  have 
been  discovered  by  accident,  as  it  was. 

Two  weeks  ago  last  Sabbath,  one  of  Mr.  Randall's  boys, 
a  bold,  adventurous  little  fellow,  and  two  others  scarcely  less 
so,  wandering  about  the  fields  for  pastime,  came  to  this  spot. 
While  they  were  amusing  themselves  by  climbing  about  and 
hiding  among  the  rocks,  one  of  the  boys,  without  knowing 
why,  put  his  head  into  this  hole  under  the  rock,  and  shouted 
"  halloo  !"  He  started  back  at  the  strange  sound,  and  called 
his  companions.   Each  in  turn,  put  his  head  under  the  rock 
and  made  some  noise,  which  resounded  like  the  response  of 
an  hundred  voices.     Boys  though  they  were,  they  had  hal- 
looed into  too  many  cisterns  and  vaults  not  to  know  that  such 
reverberations  indicated  room  inside.      So  young  Randall 
proposed  they  should  go  in  and  see  what  discoveries  they  could 
make.     This  the  other  boys  declined  doing.     But  young 
Randall,  nothing  daunted  by  the  fears  of  his  comrades,  boldly 
declared  he  would  go  in  alone.     He  crawled  in  about  eight 
feet,  when  he  (bund  there  was  room  enough  to  stand  upright. 
A  few  straggling  rays  of  light  found  their  way  between  the 
rocks,  but  not  suflicient  to  discover  the  dimensions  of  the 
place  he  was  in.     He  seemed  to  fcti,  however,  that  he  was 
in  a  large  place,  as  a  man  blindfolded  will  feel  the  ditference 
between  a  small  room  nnd  a  large  one.     He  uttered  a  loud 
shriek  with  a  view  to  frighten  his  companions  outside,  but 
the  sound  was  so  wild  and  terrific  it  only  frightened  himself, 
and  he  came  out  much  quicker  than  he  went  in.  This  was 
a  discovery  just  suited  to  the  adventurous  dispositions  of 
these  boys,  and  they  resolved  to  make  the  most  of  it.  Before 
they  parted,  they  agreed  to  keep  the  thing  a  secret  from  all 
others,  and  to  meet  there  on  the  next  Sunday,  prepared  with 
old  clothes,  matches,  a  lantern,  &c.  to  explore  the  "  new 
tcave,"  as  they  call  it. 


The  irext  Sunday  they  repaired  to  their  rendezvous,  ac- 
coutred according  to  agreement,  and  provided  with  the  ne- 
I  cessary  implements,  they  prepared  to  enter.  Hoys,  like  men, 
i  will  rarely  acknowledge  a  want  of  courage,  but  as  each  ac- 
I  cused  the  other  of  being  afraid,  I  conclude  they  were  all 
I  half  frightened  out  of  their  wits,  for  it  had  occurred  to  them 
j  that  this  place  was  called  "  The  Witch's  Retreat,"  and  this 
cave  might  be  full  of  witches.  But  with  some  hesitation  and 
many  misgivings,  they  at  length  entered.     With  lantern  in 
hand,  they  proceeded  cautiously  forward,  taking  good  care 
to  keep  in  sight  of  the  hole  by  which  they  entered.   Having 
gone  about  ten  rods  without  meeting  with  any  boundary  to 
,  their  cave,  and  their  small  entering  place  beginning  to  grow 
I  dim  in  the  distance,  they  judged  it  prudent  to  venture  no 
farther.  The  cavern  was  much  too  large  for  them  to  explore, 
I  and  they  concluded  to  confide  the  secret  to  older  and  wiser 
heads.     Before  going  out,  they  determined  to  give  a  loud 
'  shout  altogether.    I  have  since  tried  it.     The  reverberations 
are  most  terrific.     Scarcely  had  the  echo  of  their  shout  died 
'  away,  when  to  their  consternation  and  horror,  it  was  an- 
I  swered  by  a  low,  suppressed  growl,  which  seemed  within  a 
I  few  rods  of  them.     With  one  impulse  they  darted  towards 
'  the  place  of  entrance.    The  boy  who  had  a  lantern  dropped 
it  in  his  fright,  and  it  was  not  without  much  rending  of 
1  clothes,  and  many  severe  contusions  of  body,  that  they  got 
!  themselves  out.    I  state  this  on  the  authority  of  the  boys. — 
We  have  not  yet  found  any  animal,  nor  tracks  nor  traces  of 
one  large  enough  to  have  made  the  noise  which  the  boys 
assure  us  they  heard. 
j      The  boys  having  reported  their  discovery,  Mr.  Randall 
'  and  several  of  his  neighbors  went  to  the  place,  with  guns, 
!  and  crowbars  to  force  an  entrance.     This,  however,  they 
I  were  not  able  to  do.     The  rocks  were  so  large  as  to  resist 
every  effort  to  remove  them.     They  bethought  themselves 
of  the  expedient  of  blasting.     By  this  mearrs,  on  Saturday 
last  they  effected  an  entrance  large  enough  for  a  man  to 
walk  in  upright. 

When  I  arrived,  on  Monday  evening,  there  were  some 
twenty  persons  around  the  cavern,  and  others  in  it.  I  bor- 
rowed a  lantern  and  joined  those  on  the  inside.  The  mouth 
of  the  cavern  is  towards  the  south-east.     If  all   the  loose 


stones  in  and  around  it,  which  seems  to  have  fallen  there 
from  the  cliff  above,  were  removed,  the  mouth  would  be,  as 
near  as  I  can  judge,  about  fifty  feet  wide  and  thirty  feet  high. 
The  air,  on  entering,  has  a  peculiar  smell,  which  I  can  com- 
pare to  nothing.  I  imagine  the  candle  burned  less  brilliantly 
than  in  the  open  air.  For  the  first  three  or  four  rods,  the 
way  is  a  good  deal  obstructed  by  sharp  rocks ;  then  comes  a 
smooth,  gravelled  floor,  as  hard  as  a  McAdamised  road.  Ten 
rods  from  the  entrance,  we  measured  and  found  the  width 
to  be  eighty-three  feet;  and  again,  at  thirty  rods,  we  found 
it  sixty-seven  feet.  The  sides  are  quite  even,  especially  the 
east  side,  which  is  as  smooth  as  if  it  had  been  chiseled.  The 
roof  is  broken  and  craggy  ;  in  some  parts  rising  very  high, 
at  others  descending  within  ten  feet  of  the  floor.  The  floor- 
ing for  the  most  part  is  level  and  smooth,  consisting  of  stone 
and  hard  gravel.  We  met  with  several  deep  pits,  into  one 
of  which  we  were  near  falling.  Two  of  them  resembled  wells. 
We  sounded  one  to  the  depth  of  nine  fathoms,  and  found 
water,  and  another  to  the  depth  of  five  and  a  half  fathoms, 
which  appeared  to  be  dry. 

The  main  part  of  the  cave  is  remarkably  straight  and  uni- 
form in  width,  for  the  most  part.  It  runs  in  a  north  and 
north-east  direction  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  where  it  ends  ab- 
ruptly. We  met  with  rrumerous  openings  at  the  right  and 
lef^t,  some  large  enough  to  admit  a  horse  and  carriage,  and 
others  scarcely  a  man.  We  only  marked  them  with  chalk 
and  passed  on  to  the  end  of  what  seemed  to  be  the  main  part 
of  the  cavern.  Here  we  stopped  for  a  few  moments.  All 
stood  without  speaking,  gazing  about  with  admiration  and 
wonder.  The  silence  was  painful.  No  dropping  of  water, 
or  creaking  of  insects,  not  a  sound  could  be  heard  but  the 
low,  suppressed  breathing  of  the  company.  It  seemed  as  if 
1  could  hear  their  hearts  beat.  I  looked  at  my  barometer — 
it  had  risen  several  degrees.  The  thermometer  stood  at  60^. 
As  we  prepared  to  retrace  our  steps,  we  discovered  an  open- 
ing on  the  west  side,  a  few  rods  from  the  termination  of  the 
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part  of  the  cavern  we  were  in.  We  drew  near  and  listen- 
ed. There  was  a  low  murmuring  sound,  as  of  a  distant 
wafer  fall,  and  the  air  which  issued  from  it  seemed  colder 
and  damper.  This  led  us  to  suppose  it  must  be  of  very  great 
extent,  but  were  too  cold  and  weary  to  prosecute  our  re- 
searches farther  at  this  time. 

I  perceive,  by  looking  over,  that  my  description  thus  far 
is  very  imperfect,  hurried,  and  scarcely  intelligible,  but  I 
have  no  room,  to  add  more,  and  no  time  to  write  longer. — 
Next  week  1  shall  give  you  further  particulars  of  this  won- 
derful work  of  nature — wonderful  for  these  parts — with  a 
faithful  account  of  all  new  discoveries  therein. 
Yours,  truly, 

N.  C.  BRODNAX. 

[.A'oi'-wich  Aurora. 


Superior   Court* 

Nathaniel  Jones  vs.    The  ..^tna  Insurance  Cowpany. 

This  was  an  action  of  scire  facias,  hrought  to  recover  the 
amount  of  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  present  plaintiff,  re- 
siding in  Montreal  in  Lower  Canada,  against  Francis  Baby, 
formerly  a  resident  of  Lower  Canada,  but  now  of  Albany  in 
the  state  of  new  York,  at  the  November  Term  of  the  Coun- 
ty Court  1838,  for  this  County,  for  the  sum  of  1174  dollars 
and  95  cents  damages,  and  13  dollars  and  68  cents  cost  of 
suit.  The  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  the  amount  of  the 
aforesaid  judgment  of  the  -Etna  Insurance  Company  by  pro- 
cess of  foreign  attachment,  on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  former  suit,  said  Company  was 
indebted  to  said  Baby.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  said 
Company  had  become  indebted  upon  a  policy  of  Insurance, 
effected  upon  property  belonging  to  the  wife  of  said  Baby ; 
and  that  previously  to  the  marriage  of  said  Baby,  the  proper- 
ty belonging  to  his  wife  was  settled  upon  her  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  or  disposition  of  her  husband. 
It  appeared  also  that  Mr.  Baby  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  his 
wife  in  the  management  of  her  property.  The  great  ques- 
tion in  this  case  was,  whether  the  indebtedness  of  said  Com- 
pany to  Mrs.  Baby  upon  a  policy  of  Insurance  effected  upon 
property,  which  by  the  laws  of  Canada  had  heed  secured  to 
the  wile,  and  placed  beyond  the  reach  or  control  of  the  hus- 
band, could,  by  process  of  foreign  attachment,  in  this  State, 
be  made  liable  to  pay  the  debt  of  Mr.  Haby  to  the  present 
plaintiff.  It  being  a  question  of  law,  the  Court  instructed 
the  jury,  that  the  laws  of  Canada,  in  relation  to  the  property 
of  the  wife,  residing  there,  having  been  proved,  were  bind- 
ing here,  in  the  present  case,  and  that  consequently,  upon 
the  evidence  admitted,  the  indebtedness  of  said  Insurance 
Company  to  Mrs.  Baby  could  not  be  made  liable  to  pay  the 
debt  of  her  husband  to  the  present  plaintiff.  The  jury  there- 
upon without  leaving  their  seats  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff,  Toucey  and  T.  C.  Perkins;  for  de- 
fendants Ellsworth  and  Hugerford. — Hartford  Courani. 


OBITUARY. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  that  we  recorded  among 
our  obiiuary  notices  yesterday,  the  name  of  Joseph  Town- 
send,  one  of  our  oldest  and  most  useful  citizens.  Connect- 
ed, as  he  has  been,  for  the  period  of  more  than  half  a  centu- 
ry, with  almost  every  public  enterprise  having  for  its  object 
the  advancement  of  the  city,  his  demise  will  cause  a  blank 
in  society  which  it  will  be  hard  indeed  to  (ill. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  born  in  Chester  County,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1756.  In  1777  he  witnessed  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  in  which,  however,  being  a  member  of  the  peaceful 
Society  of  Friends,  he  took  no  part,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  devastation  from  that  battle  he  was  compelled  to  change 
his  residence.  The  prospects  offered  by  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  then  Town  of  Baltimore,  induced  him  to  choose 
this  place  as  his  home.  His  active  business  habits  and  un- 
bending integrity  soon  became  apparent,  and  the  many  evi- 
dences of  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  show  the  esti- 
mation in  which  he  has  been  at  all  times  held.  In  the  year 
1794,  having  been  mainly  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Baltimore  Equitable  Insurance  Company,  he  was  cho- 
sen the  Treasurer  (that  being  the  chief  officer)  of  that  use- 
ful and  prosperous  Institution,  and  he  has  now  administered 
its  affairs  for  the  long  period  oi  forty-seven  years  without 
blemish  or  reproach. 

Mr.  Townsend  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  lay  out  the  city  of  Baltimore  as  at  present  established,  and 
though  he  traced  the  course  of  many  of  our  principal  streets 
over  hills  and  through  marshes,  he  had  the  proud  satisfaction 
of  seeing  them  grow  into  populous  and  well  built  thorough- 
fares. His  philanthropy  and  benevolence  was  strongly  dis- 
played during  the  prevalence  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  this 
city,  in  1791-,  1797,  18U0  and  1819,  during  which  several 
periods,  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  those  whom  the  pestilence 
liad  afllictcd,  were  unceasing.  Notwithstanding  his  many 
public  duties,  his  energy  and  activity  were  fully  equal  to 
everything  he  undertook ;  for  besides  the  cares  devolving 
upon  him  from  his  official  station,  and  from  the  exercise  of 
a  philanthropy,  most  public  spirited,  yet  most  unobtrusive, 
he  was  at  the  head  of  several  incorporations  having  for  their 
object  the  advancement  of  the  business  of  the  city,  and  was 
otherwise  connected  in  various  ways  with  numerous  public 
enterprises. — Baltimore  American, 


West  India  Coal. 

The  coal  raised  from  the  mine  discovered  about  a  year 
ago,  about  six  miles  from  Havana,  has  been  tried  by  the 
Spanish  steam  frigates,  and  pronounced  by  the  engineers  to 
be  excellent  in  quality — superior  to  the  best  English.  An- 
alysis shows  the  coal  to  consist  of  the  following  parts  : — 

Carbon 71,74 

Oxygen 6,32 

Hydrogen 8,44 

Ashes 1 3,50 


1G0,U0 


The  railroad  from  the  port  to  the  mine  is  in  rapid  pro- 
gress toward  completion.  As  the  bed  is  believed  to  be  very 
extensive,  the  enterprising  proprietors  anticipate  handsome 
profits  on  their  outlay  whenever  the  West  India  steamers 
shall  regularly  call  at  Havana  for  a  supply  of  fuel. 


Stockliolders  in  tUe  Banks  of  Ohio. 

Let  us  examine  who  are  the  owners  of  bank  stock.  If  it 
is  found  in  the  hands  of  brokers,  bankers,  or  other  money 
dealers,  it  is  conclusive  that  it  is  very  profitable,  otherwise 
not.  We  have  a  statement  of  the  following  banks.  The 
Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati;  Franklin  Bank,  Cincin- 
nati; Lafayette  Bank,  Cincinnati;  Ohio  Loan  and  Trust 
Company;  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus;  Clinton  Bank, 
Columbus ;  Banks  of  Chillicothe,  .Marietta,  Hamilton,  Xenia, 
Dayton,  Zanesville,  Muskingum,  Mount  Pleasant,  Geauga, 
Norwalk,  Wooster,  Granville,  West  Union,  Urbana ;  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Steubenville ;  Columbiana 
Bank,  New  Lisbon  ;  Western  Reserve  Bank.  The  capital 
stock  of  these  banks  is  $9,019,222.  That  part  of  stock  own- 
ed in  the  State  is  distributed  as  follows : 

To  females $    515,524 

Aged  persons  retired  from  business  . .    1,954,720 

Minors 632,547 

Savings'  Institutions 226,500 

Clergymen  and  physicians 140,550 

County  funds 132,410 

Mechanics,  farmers,  traders  and  mer- 
chants    2,421,8.37" 

Insurance  and  other  corporations  ....       297,029 

Lawyers 141,671 

Officers  of  banks 118,714 

Brokers 8,000 


$6,599,602 


[Cincinnati  Gazette. 


230 


SHAMOKIN  COAL  AND  IRON  COMPANY. 


[OcTOBF.n, 


A  SUetcU  of  tKe  SUamoltin  Coal  &.  Iron  Company. 

The  Shamokin  Coal  and  Iron  Company  was  incorporated 
hy  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  15th 
of  June,  1836.  The  Company,  however,  was  not  organized 
until  the  19th  of  November,  1839,  when  the  stock  was 
taken,  and  on  the  2Cnh  of  December  the  officers  chosen,  and 
arrangements  made  to  mine  and  transport  coal.  Several  of 
those  interested  in  the  Shamokin  Coal  Company  believing 
that  the  interests  of  said  Company  would  be  promoted  by 
the  establishment  of  a  furnace  or  furnaces  in  the  immediate 
proximity  of  the  mines,  agreed  to  form  a  Company,  and 
take  out  a  charter  for  the  manufacture  of  Iron,  under  the 
General  Act  passed  June  IGth,  1836. 

This  being  done,  and  a  charter  granted  by  the  Governor, 
bearing  date  March  18th,  1810,  they  proceeded  to  build,  and 
purchase  the  necessary  machinery  for  two  large  furnaces, 
each  of  twelve  feet  bosh.  In  the  prosecution  of  the  business 
of  these  two  companies,  it  was  very  evident  that  the  inter- 
ests of  both  would  be  much  promoted  by  having  them  united 
into  one,  with  all  the  privileges  of  both,  accordingly  the  sup- 
plement to  the  act  incorporating  the  Shamokin  Coal  Com- 
pany, passed  the  23d  of  March,  1841,  was  obtained.  The 
two  companies  are  thereby  fully  united,  with  the  necessary 
corpoiate  powers  to  mine  and  transport  coal,  and  make  and 
manufacture  iron  with  coke  and  mineral  coal,  in  all  its  va- 
rious branches;  privileges  which  few  corporate  bodies  in  the 
State  possess,  and  which,  when  used  with  prudence  and 
skill,  must  make  the  stock  of  great  value. 

The  united  companies  own  about  1,400  acres  of  coal  and 
iron  land,  750  acres  are  situated  in  Columbia  county,  the 
balance  in  Coal  townships,  Northumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  line  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Railroad, 
nineteen  miles  from  the  Sunbury  basin,  on  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal.  This  road  is  finished  about  one  mile  beyond 
where  the  mines  are  now  worked,  two  locomotives  are  run- 
ning on  it,  with  all  the  necessary  cars  to  transport  the  coal, 
&c.,  from  the  mines  to  the  canal  ;  one  locomotive  conveys 
one  hundred  tons  of  coal  at  a  load,  it  being  all  down  grade, 
and  makes  two  trips  a  day,  returning  with  the  empty  cars. 

The  tract  of  land  now  worked  is  peculiarly  situated,  af- 
fording every  facility  for  carrying  on  the  mining  operations 
with  the  least  possible  expense.  By  the  use  of  a  lateral  track 
alongside  the  main  road,  the  cars,  without  the  use  of  horse 
power,  are  brought  immediately  under  the  shutes,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  drifts,  and  the  coal  (after  passing  over  screens 
so  arranged  as  to  separate  it  into  different  sizes)  is  deposited 
in  the  cars.  At  the  shutes  now  erected,  eight  wagons,  car- 
rying three  tons  and  a  half  each,  can  be  loaded  in  a  few 
minutes.  When  loaded,  one  man  can  remove  them  (it  be- 
ing down  grade)  to  that  part  of  the  road  at  which  the  en- 
gine is  attached. 

At  Sunbury  the  wharf  of  the  Company  is  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  feet  in  length  and  about  forty  feet  in  width, 
with  all  the  necessary  machinery  to  load  into  boats,  with 
ease,  two  hundred  tons  of  coal  per  day. 

When  we  take  into  view  the  large  quantity  of  coal  ne- 
cessarily wanted  at  Baltimore,  Washington,  and  other 
Southern  towns,  which  can  be  supplied  with  greater  facility 
from  this  region  than  from  any  other,  and  the  increasing  de- 
mand at  the  eastern  ports,  now  supplied  by  the  other  coal 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  it  will  be  ditHcuIt  to  assign  limits 
to  such  demands.  The  estimated  quantity  necessary  to  sup- 
ply (he  thickly  populated  country  along  the  different  branches 
of  the  Susquehanna,  embracing  the  counties  of  Northum- 
berland, Union,  Columbia,  Juniata,  Perry,  Dauphin,  York, 
Lancaster,  and  part  of  Chester,  and  tho  numerous  and  flour- 
ishing villages  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  comprising,  in 
the  aggregate,  more  inhabitants  than  the  cily  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  when  we  also  remember  that  the  engines  on  the 
Columbia  and  Philadelphia  Railroad  are  to  use  this  fuel,  and 
no  doubt  the  Columbia,  York  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Com- 
pany will  do  the  same,  can  we  for  a  moment  doubt  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  Company  as  successful  competitors  for  tho 
increasing  coal  trade.  Nor  is  this  all,  the  recently  discover- 
ed mode  of  smelting  and  manufacturing  iron,  with  anthra- 
cite coal,  will,  in  a  short  time,  produce  a  greater  consump- 


tion of  this  article  than  will  be  required  for  all  other  pur- 
poses. Two  furnaces,  on  the  improved  plan,  blovv'n  with 
one  engine,  yielding  each  eighty  tons  of  metal  per  week, 
with  a  rolling  mill,  calculated  to  manufacture  one  hundred 
tons  of  bar  iron  per  week,  will  require  at  the  rate  of  six  tons 
of  coal  for  every  ton  of  iron,  say  five  thousand  tons  of  manu- 
factured iron,  will  require  thirty  thousand  tons  of  coal.  There 
are  now  two  establishments  of  this  kind  at  Danville,  which 
will  obtain  their  supply  of  coal  from  the  Shamokin  mines. 

There  are  on  the  Company's  tract  of  land,  wliich  adjoins 
the  town  of  Shamokin,  twelve  veins  of  coal,  running  prin- 
cipally a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  rods  through 
the  tract,  varying  in  thickness  from  five  feet  up  to  sixty,  and 
in  elevation  from  two  hundred  to  four  hundred  feet  above 
the  water  level.  By  a  measurement  recently  made  by  Kim- 
ber  Cleaver,  Esq  ,  Civil  Engineer,  of  the  veins  of  coal  on 
the  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Shamokin,  on  which 
the  Company  are  now  operating,  it  appears  that  there  is  on 
this  tract  alone,  above  water  level,  upwards  of  eleven  mil- 
lions of  tons.  The  railroad  cuts  the  veins  at  right  angles, 
affording  the  greatest  possible  facilities  for  woiking  the 
mines.  The  coal  is  of  very  superior  quality,  principally 
white  and  grey  ash,  and  can  be  delivered  at  Sunbury  at 
$1  50  per  ton  ;  which  includes  every  expense  for  mining, 
toll  and  freight  on  the  railroad,  weighing,  &c. ;  and  at  Hav- 
re-de-Grace at  $3  50. 

The  peculiar  advantages  of  this  company  in  the  location 
of  their  lands,  their  proximity  to  the  railroad,  renders  the 
use  of  horse  power  about  the  mines  entirely  unnecessary. — 
The  Danville  and  Pottsville  Railroad  Company  find  all  the 
cars  in  which  the  coal  is  carried,  engines,  &c.,  &c.,  and 
transmit  the  coal  on  the  road  for  three  cents  per  ton  per  mile, 
including  every  expense.  The  Pennsylvania  and  Tide- 
Waler  Canals,  are  of  sufficient  capacity  to  use  boats  carry- 
ing each  ninety  or  a  hundred  tons.  Nine  of  the  mines  are 
novv  open  and  may  be  worked  during  the  coming  year  to 
great  advantage. 

The  distance  from  Sunbury  to  Havre-de-Grace  on  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  by  canal,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
miles,  lockage  four  hundred  and  eighteen  feet,  overcome  by 
fifty-two  locks.  The  toll  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  is  half 
of  a  cent  per  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds,  per  mile.  On  the 
Susquehanna  and  Tide- Water  Canal  the  same.  The  cost 
of  freight  from  Sunbury  to  Havre-de-Grace  is  $1  25  per  ton, 
toll  sixty-three  cents  per  nett  ton,  total  $1  88. 

The  Company  also  own  146  town  lots  being  part  of  the 
plot  of  the  thriving  town  of  Shamokin,  in  which  building 
lots  are  in  great  demand,  and  the  town  improving  rapidly. 

The  tract  of  750  acres  is  about  9  miles  from  Shamokin 
on  the  Locust  Mountain  and  is  believed  to  contain  as  much 
coal  per  acre,  as  is  to  be  found  in  any  given  number  of  acres 
in  any  other  region.  The  veins  that  have  been  opened  aie 
found  to  contain  coal  of  the  purest  kind.  The  contemplated 
link  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Railroad  passes  through 
this  land,  and  will  thus  open  the  two  markets  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  for  the  products  of  the  mines.  So  fir, 
therefore,  as  the  coal  business  is  concerned,  it  is  believed  that 
the  Company  owns  lands  with  a  quantity  sufficient,  above 
water  level,  for  any  demand  for  many  years.  In  fact,  they 
think  it  unlikely  that  they  will  have  to  descend  below  water 
level  during  the  life  time  of  any  of  the  Com{)any. 

Immediately  opposite  the  coal  drifts,  on  part  of  the  plot 
of  the  town  of  Shamokin,  the  Company  erected  one  furnace 
last  year.  The  casting  house  is  iinislu'd,  and  the  engine 
house  partly  built.  The  engines,  blowing  cylinders,  and 
other  apparatus,  will  be  on  the  ground  during  this  month, 
and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  this  furnace  will  be  in 
blast  in  the  month  of  June. 

The  engines,  &c.  are  sufficient  for  two  fuinaccs  of  twelve 
feet  bosh,  and  the  second  furnace  can  be  built  and  put  in 
operation  this  season,  'i'hey  are  expected  each  to  yield 
eighty  tons  of  metal  weekly,  or  four  thousand  tons  per  an- 
num. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  localiiy  that  presents  so  many  advan- 
tages for  the  Iron  and  Coal  luisiness  as  this  ;  situated  on  a 
railroad  leading  from  Philadelphia  to  Sunbury,  giving  an 
uninterrupted  conveyance  to  the  metropolis,  at  all  seasons. 
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and  in  the  summer,  a  vast  outlet  lo  the  waters  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  thence  to  the  north-west  and  south  of  our 
own  State,  and  into  the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
In  the  mid.-t  of  a  coal  hasin  of  great  extent  and  pure  quality, 
with  an  ahundance  of  iron  ore  in  the  same  hills,  and  lime- 
stone within  a  short  distance.  But  should  the  iron  ore  of 
this  region  (which  by  an  analysis  of  the  State  Geologist 
proves  to  be  rich)  not  be  found  equal  in  quality,  we  have 
on  .Monleurs  Ridge  an  ore,  proven  by  months'  operations  to 
be  unsurpassed  in  quality.  One  furnace  has  been  running 
now  for  ten  months  on  this  ore,  with  anthracite  coal,  and 
the  iron  made  is  pronounced  to  he  of  the  best  quality.  This 
ore  we  can  have  delivered  at  the  furnace  for  $2  65  per  ton 
— but  hiving  purchased  the  ore  leave  for  one  and  a  half 
miles  on  Monteurs  Kidgc,  we  shall  be  able  to  have  the  ore  at 
the  furnace  for  $2  00  per  ton.  It  was  thought  best  tlie  pre- 
sent season  to  contract  for  7,500  tons  of  this  ore,  which  is 
delivered  to  the  Company  at  Sunbury  for  $2  03  per  ton,  to 
be  paid  for  in  coal  delivered  at  the  same  point.  After  the 
business  of  the  Company  becomes  systemized,  no  doubt  a 
great  saving  can  be  effected  by  mining  the  ore  on  the  land 
which  the  Company  has  leased.  After  the  second  furnace 
is  erected,  the  ore  on  the  Company's  land  will  be  tested,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  prove  sufficiently  good  for  cer- 
tain descriptions  of  iron,  $1  00  per  ton  on  the  ore  or  $2  25 
on  the  metal  will  be  thus  saved. 

As  the  quantity  of  ore  used  in  making  a  ton  of  iron  is 
only  about  half  the  quantity  of  coal,  it  is  very  apparent,  that 
it  costs  less  to  take  the  ore  to  the  coal  than  the  coal  to  the 
ore.  There  are  also  other  advantages  in  placing  the  furna- 
ces near  the  coal  mines — it  is  well  known  that  at  the  mouth 
of  the  coal  drifts  there  are  large  quantities  of  refuse  coal  that 
is  not  worth  sending  to  market,  but  is  quite  suflicientto  use 
under  boilers,  and  to  heat  the  blast.  The  value  of  this  is 
only  the  cost  of  transportation  a  few  hundred  yards,  and 
thus  the  expense  of  coal  for  these  purposes  is  reduced  very 
low.  Taking  all  these  points  into  view,  the  quality  of  the 
ore  of  Monteurs  Ridge;  its  cheapness  ;  the  still  greater  cheap- 
ness of  the  ore  on  the  Company's  land;  the  quality  of  the 
coal ;  its  adaptation  for  making  iron  ;  the  ease  of  mining  and 
conveying  to  the  furnace;  the  facilities  for  getting  the  man- 
ufactured articles  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more or  the  interior  of  the  State  of  New  York,  it  is  confi- 
dently believed  that  the  Shamokin  Coal  and  Iron  Company 
can  compete  with  any  other  in  the  Union. 

All  Extraordisiary  Man. 

Lewis  Cornelius,  Esq.  died  in  his  47th  year  on  Monday 
last,  at  his  residence  at  Milford,  in  Pike  county,  in  the  north- 
eastern section  of  this  State.  This  gentleman  was  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  persons,  in  respect  to  size,  in  the  pre- 
sent age,  and  is  only  excelled  b}'  the  celebrated  Daniel  Lam- 
bert. Mr.  Cornelius  was  six  feet  two  or  three  inches  high, 
measured  six  feet  around  his  body,  and  just  previously  to 
the  illness  which  terminated  in  his  death,  weighed  720 
pounds.  He  fell  off  in  consequence  of  sickness,  and  after 
death  weighed  but  6S5  pounds.  Such  was  his  extraordinary 
weight,  that  an  inch  rope  had  to  be  used  for  his  bed  cord. — 
His  wife  is  a  tall,  spare  woman,  and  his  family  consists  of 
eight  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  is  ten  years  of  age. — 
His  grown  children  take  after  the  father  in  respect  to  height, 
one  of  the  sons  being  six  feet  and  one  inch  and  a  half  high. 
The  celebrated  Daniel  liambert,  who  stands  unrivalled  in 
weight  of  body,  reached  we  believe,  739  pounds,  only  19 
more  that  Mr.  Cornelius,  and  the  renown  of  Daniel  has 
placed  him  among  the  wonders  of  the  world.  Mr.  Cornelius 
was  hardly  less  remarkable  a  person,  and  filled  nearly  as 
great  a  space  in  the  world. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  taken  after  his  death : 
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EcaiJi  cf  George  IlMutingiou. 

It  is  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  decease  of  one  who 
was  in  truth  the  patriarch  of  our  village,  the  earliest  settler 
of  this  town,  who  still  lingered  among  us — one  whose  biog- 
raphy is  written  in  the  history  of  the  progressive  improve- 
ment of  this  section  of  the  country,  from  a  wilderness  to  its 
present  fertility  and  beauty— one  who  was  distinguished  for 
a  long  life  of  activity  and  usefulness. 

George  Huntington  died  at  his  residence,  in  this  village, 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  at  the  advanced  age  of  sevenTy- 
one  years.  His  funeral  was  attended  at  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  on  Sabbath  morning,  by  a  large  concourse  of 
citizens;  the  other  churches  of  the  village  suspending  their 
usual  meetings,  to  unite  in  the  solemnities  of  the  occasion. 
Seldom  has  any  man  descended  to  the  tomb  so  universally 
beloved  and  lamented.  He  had  spent  a  long  life  here  ;  had 
been  a  prominent  member  of  society  ;  had  filled  important 
public  stations ;  had  amassed  wealth,  and  had  acquired  in- 
fluence. 

We  have  already  said,  that  Mr.  Huntington  was  the  old- 
est resident  of  this  town.  When  he  came  here,  there  was 
but  a  small  clearing  around  old  Fort  Stanwix,  enclosed  by 
a  rude  fence,  and  but  a  single  house,  which  stood  near  the 
present  site  of  the  juil.  All  west  and  north,  was  an  unbro- 
ken wilderness.  At  Whitesboro'  there  was  a  small  settle- 
ment, and  Mr.  Huntington  had  tarried  there  a  short  tjme 
before  coming  to  Rome.  What  changes  did  he  see  wrought 
in  the  appearance  of  this  wilderness  before  his  decease  !  In- 
stead of  an  occasional  rude  boat  toiling  up  (he  Mohawk,  or 
tracing  the  crooked  channel  of  Wood  creek,  he  saw  the  pro- 
duce of  many  States  riding  on  the  waters  of  the  Grand  Ca- 
nal. Instead  of  the  slow  and  weary  packhorse,  with  its  sol- 
itary rider,  unfolding  the  devious  windings  of  an  Indian 
pathway,  he  was  startled  by  the  shrill  whistle  of  the  loco- 
motive, as  it  flew  past  his  dwelling  with  its  hundreds  of 
passengers  !  In  the  place  of  the  dark  forests  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fort,  through  which  the  wild  beasts  only  roamed,  he 
beheld  numerous  farms,  beautiful  as  the  sun  ever  shone  upon, 
owned  by  himself  and  brother,  and  teeming  with  the  produc- 
tions of  rich  soil,  rendered  more  prolific  by  the  very  best  of 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Huntington  began  here  as  a  merchant,  and  for  many 
years  continued  in  that  business.  He  represented  this  coun- 
ty for  several  sessions  as  a  member  of  the  legislature.  In 
every  department  of  life,  ho  was  distinguished  for  accuracy, 
capacity,  and  the  most  perfect  integrity  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties. — Rome  Hentind. 


Blortalijy  cf  Kcw  Orleans, 

We  have  taken  the  trouble  to  compare  the  mortality  of 
the  present  summer  with  that  of  1839  and  1S37  ;  both  sea- 
sons in  which  the  yellow  fever  raged  with  uncommon  vio- 
lence. The  weekly  number  of  deaths  thus  far  exceeds  by 
nearly  a  third,  that  of  1839,  and  is  greater  than  that  of  1837, 
if  we  consider  the  paucity  of  the  non-resident  population. 

At  the  worst  period  of  the  epidemic  of  1839  the  bills  of 

mortality  did  not  exhibit  more  than  189  deaths  per  week. 

The  last  weekly  statement  for  this  year  shows  a  mortality  of 
245,  and  the  list  for  this  week  will  more  probably  demon- 
strate an  increase  of  forty  or  fifty  more.  It  is  moreover  uni- 
versally admitted  by  medical  men  that  the  fever  is  far  more 
intractable  than  usual.  The  remedial  agents  which  have 
formerly  proved  so  successful,  are  inert  and  incfBcacious. 

N.  Orleans  Bee. 


Dysentery* 


A  genlleman  who  resides  in  the  neighborhood  of  Finley- 
ville,  Washington  county.  Pa.  informs  us  that  the  Dysen- 
tery has  been  very  fatal  in  that  neighborhood  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks.  In  a  section  of  country  two  miles  by 
one,  including  Finleyville,  twenty-four  deaths  have  taken 
place  since  the  disease  commenced  its  ravages.  One  entire 
family  has  perished,  and  many  families  have  lost  several 
members.     The  disease  is  somewhat  subsiding  at  present. 

[Pittsburg'  Gazette. 
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THE  RUSSIAN  STEAM  FRIGATE. 


[OCTOBEH, 


The  Kainsc1iatka> 

The  application  of  steam  power  for  the  piopulsion  of  sea 
vessels,  at  all  times  an  interesting  subject,  is  rendered  doubly 
so  at  this  time  on  account  of  the  rapid  strides  which  the 
maritime  nations  of  Europe  have  taken  in  adapting  it  to 
vessels  of  war,  while  our  own  Government  has  been  for 
years  asleep  in  reference  to  it.  England  and  France,  es- 
pecially, have  now  powerful  steam  armaments,  and  the 
smallest  navy  in  Europe  can  boast  of  more  steam  frigates 
than  these  United  States  possess,  although  the  latter  have 
thousands  of  miles  of  coast  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes  in 
an  unprotected  cornlilion.  We  have  already  published  sev- 
eral notices  of  the  powerful  steam  frigate  Kamschatka,  built 
in  New  York  for  the  Rusi-ian  Government,  and  whose  de- 
parture took  place  last  week.  We  are  induced  to  copy  from 
the  New  York  Courier  the  following  article  in  reference  to 
her,  as  furnishing  further  and  authentic  particulars  respect- 
ing this  proud  evidence  of  the  scientific  and  mechanical  skill 
of  our  countrymen : 

The  Kamschatka. — We  mentioned  yesterday  that  this 
noble  steam  frigate,  built  in  this  city  for  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  largest  ever  constructed,  being  larger  than 
the  British  frigates,  Cyclops  or  Gorgon — went  to  sea  on 
Wednesday.  At  the  time  she  was  launched,  we  went  some- 
what at  large  into  a  description  of  her,  since  which  period, 
we  are  sorry  to  perceive  an  efilirt  on  the  part  of  an  unscru- 
pulous print,  to  take  from  the  Messrs.  Schuyler,  the  credit 
of  having  constructed  this  unrivalled  steamer,  in  the  hope 
of  conferring  it  all  or  in  part,  upon  the  Russian  officers  who 
■were  sent  here  to  overlook  the  work,  and  see  that  it  was  in 
all  respects  equal  to  the  contract. 

The  history  of  the  ship  is  briefly  as  follows :  On  Capt. 
Van  Chance's  first  visit  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  George  L. 
Schuyler  furnished  him  with  the  drawings  of  the  lines  of  a 
frigate,  which  had  been  tendered  to  our  Government  and 
rfjected.  The  Captain,  on  his  second  visit,  brought  with 
him  an  order  for  the  construction  of  a  frigate  according  to 
lines,  to  be  furnished  by  him,  and  which  had  been  prepared 
in  Russia — the  engines  to  be  whatever  the  Messrs.  Schuyler 
might  determine  upon. 

After  various  interviews  between  the  parties,  the  Messrs. 
Schuyler  intimated  that  if  the  Russian  captain  adhered  to 
his  Russian  model  for  the  hull  of  the  frigate,  all  negotiation 
between  them  might  or  will  cea^^e,  as  they  would  not  build 
a  ship  after  the  model  proposed.  This  resulted  in  a  com- 
promise :  and  the  Messrs.  Schuyler  shortly  after  presented 
the  present  model  for  approval,  which  preserves  the  beauti- 
ful round  stern,  and  as  much  as  practicable,  of  the  upper 
works  of  the  Russian  lines  ;  but  all  of  which,  from  below 
the  water  line,  is  entirely  and  exclusively  the  American  mo- 
dtl  varied  according  to  the  skill  and  judgment  of  Messrs.  R. 
&  G.  L.  Schuyler.  For  the  engines  and  machinery,  they  are 
solely  responsible,  as  they  are  for  having  selected  for  their 
ccnstruction  Messrs.  H.  R.  Dunham  &  Co.,  manufacturers, 
who  have  no  superior  on  either  side  of  the  water. 

Thosse  facts  in  relation  to  the  Kamschatka,  very  clearly 
show  that  she  is  in  all  respects  as  regards  model  or  sailing 
and  engines,  an  American  production :  and  we  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  that  she  is  at  this  moment  both  in  hull 
and  machinery,  very,  very  much  superior  to  any  steamer 
afloat ;  and  while  she  is  undoubtedly  faster  than  any  other 
war  steamer,  we  incline  to  the  belief  that  she  will  be  found 
quite  as  fost  as  the  Great  Western  or  Cunard's  steamers,  al- 
though her  power  in  proportion  to  her  tonnage,  is  only 
about  two-thirds  as  great. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  annex  the  following  inter- 
esting ietter  from  Messrs.  H.  R.  Dunham  &,  Co. 


..? 


New  Yoiik. 
Sept.  30,  184  J 

To  J.  Jl'atson  Webb,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: — At  your  kind   request  of  information  about 
w«ight  and  proportions  of  engines  and  boilers  for  Kam- 


schatka steam  ship,  for  the  Russian  Government,  we  have 
prepared  the  following  statement : 

Tlie  engines  are  two  in  number  ;  each  cylinder  being 
62  in.  diameter  and  10  feet  stroke,  lying  horizontal  and  are 
placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  ship.  The  motion  of  the  piston 
rod  is  communicated  in  the  ordinary  manner  to  a  hanging 
beam  of  a  triangular  form  ;  one  angle  of  which  receives  the 
link  from  crosshead,  and  the  other  passes  the  power  to  the 
cranks  through  the  connecting  rod.  The  engine  is  techni- 
cally known  as  the  half  beam  engine.  The  whole  of  the 
working  parts  are  included  and  supported  by  a  connected 
cast  iron  frame  twenty-six  feet  long  and  twenty-four  feet 
vpide,  and  firmly  secured  by  wrought  iron  bolts  and  stays, 
passing  in  the  several  directioiis  of  the  strains  and  through 
the  entire  bottom  of  the  ship.  The  whole  of  the  engines  and 
frames  were  fitted  by  machinery  and  were  not  tried  together 
until  set  in  their  places  on  board  the  s1iip,  and  so  accurate 
that  not  one  piece  required  fitting  on  board. 

The  shafts  and  cranks  are  of  wrought  iron  and  weighed 
rough,  38  tons,  and  when  finished,  30  tons.  The  water 
wheels  are  also  of  wrought  iron  and  weigh  32  tons.  The  ~ 
engines  are  worked  by  doable  balanced  valves,  with  a  dou- 
ble pair  of  the  same,  for  cutting  off  the  steam  in  the  cyUn- 
ders  ;  being  arranged  so  easily  of  adjustment,  as  to  require 
but  five  minutes  to  set  or  alter  them  to  cut  ofl"  at  any  given, 
part  of  the  stroke ;  the  cams  being  graduated  from  one  to 
seven-tenth  parts  of  the  stroke;  the  whole  being  so  simple 
and  effective  as  to  be  easily  set  by  one  of  the  ordinary  fire- 
men. 

The  boilers  are  of  copper,  and  four  in  number,  built  on 
the  flue  and  tubular  principle,  and  possessing  in  an  eminent 
degree,  the  advantage  of  both.  The  tubes  receive  the  heat 
direct  from  the  furnaces,  and  from  them  it  passes  through 
large  flues  in  its  passage  to  the  chimney.  The  boilers  are 
intended  to  burn  anthracite  coal  without  the  use  of  blowers, 
and  which  in  her  trial,  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  though 
much  lighter  in  proportion  to  the  cylinders,  than  most  boilers 
in  use  with  blowers.  The  boilers  with  smoke  pipe  and 
breeching  for  the  same,  weigh  about  9U  tons.  The  whole 
of  the  engines  and  boilers,  together  with  nearly  all  her  fuel 
for  St.  Petersburg,  or  Cronstadt,  are  included  in  two  wrought 
iron  bulklieads  placed  at  each  end  and  measuring  apart  70 
feet.  The  engines  and  boilers  were  manufactured  by  .Messrs. 
Dunham  and  Co.  of  this  city,  under  the  inspection  and  from 
the  plans  of  R.  &.  G.  L.  Schuyler,  engineers  and  agents  for 
Steamer  Kamschatka. 

Length  of  ship  at  water  line .210  feet. 

Breadth  of  beam, 36  " 

Depth  of  hold, 24  " 

Diameter  of  water  wheels 20  " 

Reefed  when  leaving  port  to 28  " 

Length  of  Bucket, 9  "  6  in. 

Dip  of            do 5  "6" 

Diameter  of  shaft  journals, 1  "  4  " 

Total  weight  of  the  engine  and  boilers  about  459  tons,  of 
vphich  there  are  about  235  tons  of  cast  iron,  120  tons  wrought 
iron,  and  95  tons  copper  and  composition.  The  whole  has 
been  under  work  nominally  about  eighteen  months,  but  in 
reality  not  over  twelve  ;  the  preparations  necessary  for  such 
an  undertaking  requiring  several  months  for  their  comple- 
tion. But  we  could  now  build  another  from  the  same  pat- 
terns and  finished  ready  for  operation  in  ten  months  from 
commencement. 

There  has  been  employed  in  building  the  engines,  boilers 
and  appurtenances,  an  average  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
hands  for  eight  months,  besides  the  numerous  planing  mills, 
lathes  and  other  machinery  used  in  operation,  and  we  are 
now  prepared  to  execute  orders  for  steam  ships  up  to  3,000 
tons,  with  all  the  nvachincry  necessary  for  immediate  use  in 
the  manufacturing  of  the  diflTcrcnt  parts  of  the  engine  as 
well  as  fur  the  light  river  boat  engines,  and  all  we  require  is 
but  a  lil)cral  and  fair  encouragement  to  produce  as  good 
work  in  this  city  as  can  be  made  in  any  part  of  the  world. — 
Respectfully,  yours, 

,H.  R.  Dunham  &  Cc. 


1841,] 
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T5ic  Yorli.  I^Citge  MoniiiMcnt, 

We  are  indebted  to  Alexander  Parris,  Esq.  for  a  copy  of 
the  following  interesting  communication.  It  details  tlie  dan- 
gerous and  dilficult  0[)erations  of  his  workmen  on  one  of  the 
most  exposed  situations  on  our  coast,  and  the  successful  ac- 
complishment of  the  undertaking:.  A  phin  of  the  Monument 
was  exhibited  at  the  recent  Fair  in  Quincy  Hall,  and  at- 
tracted the  eye  of  almost  every  visiter. 

\_Fortsinoiith  Journal. 

Po:iTSMOUTH,  N.  H.  ) 

September  loth,  1841.      5 

Sir : — The  cast  iron  monument  on  York  Ledge  having 
at  last,  under  the  most  difficult  circumstances,  been  com- 
pleted and  secured  to  the  rock,  thus  furnishing  to  seamen  an 
important  and  conspicuous  designator  of  tiiis  dangerous  reef, 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  a  description  of 
its  structure,  in  connexion  with  a  short  account  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  undertaking  as  furnished  from  the  journal  of  Mr. 
Gridley  Bryant,  under  whose  superintendence  it  was  erects 
ed.  The  novelty  of  the  design  in  this  country  of  erecting 
iron  beacons  upon  reefs  and  sunken  rocks,  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter and  situation  of  the  Ledge  in  question  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  this  beacon  was  constructed,  tend  to 
make  the  account  somewhat  interesting  to  all  who  have  the 
least  concern  in  the  navigation  of  our  coast  and  especially 
to  those  whose  immediate  interest  is  confined  along  our 
eastern  shores. 

This  rock,  in  consequence  of  its  dangerous  situation,  ly- 
ing direc'.ly  in  the  way  of  vessels  bound  to  Portsmouth  and 
York  Harbors,  from  the  eastward,  and  indeed  to  all  whose 
course  lies  inside  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  has  long  been  an 
object  of  anxiety  and  dread  to  seamen,  as  its  situation  could 
rarely  be  seen  or  inferred  but  when  it  was  indicated  by 
breakers  which,  in  consequence  of  the  depth  of  water  upon 
it  at  high  tide,  only  broke  over  it  at  low  water  or  in  severe 
storms.  In  moderate  weather,  otherwise  favorable  for 
coasters  and  ships,  coming  into  Portsmouth  harbor  inside  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  nothing  was  to  be  seen  by  which  the 
situation  of  the  Ledge  coulJ  be  known,  and  very  few  vessels 
would  make  the  attempt  of  reaching  this  port  from  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  lies.  Frequent  wrecks  and  losses  have  been 
the  consequences  of  these  attempts  before  the  beacon  was 
erected. 

At  times  of  ordinary  tides,  no  part  of  the  Ledge  is  bare  ex- 
cepting occasionally  the  projecting  point  of  some  detatched 
rock  rising  periiaps  a  foot  above  the  level  of  common  low 
water,  and  it  is  only  at  the  lowest  spring  tides  that  the  Ledge 
to  any  extent  is  left  uncovered,  and  even  the  part  then  ex- 
posed, is  so  much  broken  and  indented  with  hollows  and 
crevices,  that  but  one  or  two  tolerab'y  fair  portions  offer  suf- 
ficient space  to  land  upon  for  any  purpose  of  building  or  ob- 
servation. The  ordinary  extent  of  the  Ledge  left  exposed  at 
low  spring  tides  is  about  the  dimensions  of  CSJ  by  i6J  feet, 
but  I  have  landed  upon  it  in  calm  weather  when  the  tide  fell 
unusually  low,  when  an  area  of  nearly  two  acres  remained 
bare,  but  over  this  whole  suiface  the  greatest  space  which 
offered  any  facilities  for  landing  and  building  did  not  exceed 
the  extent  of  200  squar-e  feet ;  and  this  portion  did  not  ave- 
rage an  elevation  of  more  than  two  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  at  that  time.  The  nearest  land  is  a  part  of  York, 
Me.  about  four  miles  distant:  the  eastern  point  of  the  Isles 
of  Shoals  is  about  seven  miles  off,  and  in  every  other  direc- 
tion (he  Ledge  is  completely  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  se- 
vere storms  which  happen  so  frequently  in  the  winter  upon 
this  coast :  in  cahn  or  moderate  weather  the  heavy  ground 
swell  breaks  around  and  over  it  in  every  direction,  rendering 
the  attempt  of  landing,  on  most  occasions,  utterly  impossible, 
and  even  in  the  calmest  weather  when  alone  practicable,  a 
business  requiring  the  utmost  care  and  prudence  to  prevent 
the  boats  from  getting  stove  or  swamped.  Although  during 
the  whole  time  operations  were  continued  on  the  rock,  a 
period  of  500  days,  every  opportunity  which  occurred  for 
landing  was  improved,  yet  Mr.  Br3ant  had  but  99  days  in 
which  he  was  enabled  to  get  upon  the  rock  at  all:  many  of 
tiiese  occasions  were  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and 


danger  to  the  boats  and  men,  from  the  tremendous  swell 
which  broke  around  the  Ledge  in  every  direction.  During 
the  progress  of  erection  he  made  many  attempts  to  land,  bul 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  effort  after  having  rowed  in  his 
boats  five  or  six  miles  in  a  rough  and  heavy  sea. 

It  was  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  character  and  situa- 
tion of  York  Ledge,  its  limited  extent  and  the  difficult  land- 
ing upon  it,  that  I  proposed  in  my  report  to  you  on  this  sub- 
ject, an  iron  spar  beacon  as  the  most  suitable  and  conspicu- 
ous mark  which  could  be  erected  there.  This  kind  of  monu- 
ment would  require  the  least  amount  of  time  and  labor  on 
the  rock  before  setting  up,  would  better  resist  the  fury  of  the 
sea,  and  would  be  more  firm  and  enduring  than  a  structure 
of  any  other  material.  The  utility  of  iron  for  purposes  of 
this  kind  has  been  thoroughly  proved  in  Great  Britain,  and 
the  first  experiment  which  was  tried,  still  continues  to  ex- 
hibit the  strength  and  durability  of  cast  iron  beacons  erected 
in  the  most  exposed  situation.  The  first  iron  beacon  of  this 
kind  was  erected  by  Mr.  Stevenson,  Civil  Engineer,  on  Can- 
Rock,  coast  of  Scotland,  a  most  dangerous  rock,  in  situation 
and  extent  much  resembling  York  Ledge.  I  accordingly 
adopted  a  similar  form  of  beacon  to  the  one  there  erected. 

This  beacon  is  composed  of  six  cast  iron  hollow  pillars 
each  22^  feet  long,  12  inches  diameter  at  the  lower  end  on 
which  is  cast  a  flanch:  they  are  10  inches  in  diameter  at 
the  top,  and  are  cast  in  two  parts  which  are  connected  to- 
gether by  faucet  joints.  These  pillars  or  columns  are  dis- 
posed at  the  base  in  a  hexagonal  form  and  inclined  inwardly 
so  as  to  meet  and  rest  against  each  other  at  the  top,  thus 
forming  a  hexagonal  pyramid:  within  the  base  thus  formed 
by  the  feet  of  the  columns,  and  secured  to  the  rock  is  an 
iron  centre  plate  whh  sockets,  fiom  which  radiate  six  dia- 
gonal braces,  which  are  secured  in  the  sockets  of  the  centre 
plate  by  hook  joints  and  spear  bolts.  These  braces  are  cast 
hollow  and  incline  towards,  and  butt  against,  the  main  pil- 
lars on  which  are  cast  arms,  to  which  the  braces  are  secured 
by  bolts  passing  through,  both  arm  and  brace.  The  tops  of 
the  main  pillars  where  they  meet,  rest  against  an  iron  centre 
block,  which  gives  additional  solidity  and  strength  to  this 
part  of  the  structure;  over  the  apex  thus  formed  by  the 
meeting  of  the  columns  and  centre  block,  enclosing  tho 
whole  is  an  iron  tubular  cap  which  rises  eight  feet  above  tlie 
tops  of  the  pillars,  and  rests  on  an  iron  ring  previously  placed 
around  them.  I'he  upper  end  of  this  cylindrical  cap  is  sur- 
mounted with  an  iron  ball  three  and  a  half  feet  in  diameter, 
cast  in  ribs  which  are  enclosed  in  an  iron  ring  with  the  in- 
scription "  York  Ledge,  1840."  The  whole  structure  is  well 
keyed  and  wedged  together,  and  an  additional  Fecurity  given 
to  the  whole,  by  wrought  iron  braces,  which  are  fitted  in 
grooves  cast  on  the  collars  where  the  radiating  braces  are 
joined  to  the  main  pillars:  these  wrought  iron  braces  are 
keyed  together  and  enclose  the  main  columns  of  the  beacon 
as  by  a  hoop.  To  give  further  security  and  solidity  to  the 
beacon,  the  hollow  cavities  of  the  columns,  braces  and  tubu- 
lar cap,  arc  filled  with  hydraulic  cement,  which  most  effec- 
tually prevents  the  sea  from  entering  any  part.  The  whole 
of  the  exterior  is  painted  blick,  except  the  ribs  of  the  ball, 
which  are  alternately  colored  red  and  black. 

This  form  of  beacon  having  been  approved,  Mr.  Emerson 
of  Portland,  took  the  contract  for  the  iron  work,  and  Mr. 
Bryant  of  Boston  undertook  the  business  of  its  erection  upon 
the  rock. 

The  first  object  to  effect,  was  to  decide  upon  a  suitable 
place  on  the  shore  at  the  nearest  point  to  the  Ledge  for  an 
encampment  for  the  party  which  was  to  proceed  with  the 
work.  7'he  most  favorable  position  for  this  purpose  was  at 
Godfrey's  Cove  in  the  town  of  York,  its  distance  from  tho 
Ledge  being  about^T>s  miles.  Here  a  temporary  house  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  men  was  erected,  and  proper  fa- 
cilities obtained  for  m;iking  and  repairing  the  tools,  &c. — 
From  the  8th  of  February,  to  April  15th,  1840,  Mr.  Dry- 
ant's  time  was  principally  engaged  in  making  these  prepara- 
tions and  preparing  tools  and  means  for  the  commencement 
of  the  work.  He  had  three  life  boats  built  after  a  plan  of 
his  own,  which  were  particularly  adapted  for  the  purposes 
intended,  and  for  landing  through  heavy  seas  as  would  of- 
ten be  required  in  a  work  of  this  kind.     These  boats  -were 
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of  a  light  draught  of  water,  built  in  the  strongest  and  most  to  cling  firmly  to  some  part  of  the  drilling  machine  or  bolt, 
thorough  manner,  possessing  great  buoyancy  and  stability  :  to  prevent  being  washed  off.  In  the  whole  of  the  month  of 
they  were  impiicitiy  trusted  in  by  tlie  men,  whose  confidence  i  July  upwards  of  twenty  landings  were  effected,  some  favor- 
arose  from  experiencing  on  more  than  one  occasion  their  able  days  giving  opportunities  for  getting  on  the  Led^c  at 
utility  and  safety  :   it  was  on  the  second  excursion  to  the  both  morning  and  evening  low  tides. 

Ledge  that  their  povyers  were  fully  proved.     Mr.   Bryant  In  the  months  of  August  and  S.^ptember,  tiiirty-four  land- 
says,  on  this  occasion  he  went  out  with  two  of  the  boats  and  ings  were  obtained,   two  being  frequently  etiected    in    one 
seven  men,  but  was  not  ei;abled  to  land.  The  wind  freshen-  day  :  on  some  occasions,  however,  in  the  latter  month,  al- 
ed  and  soon  blew  a  violent  gale,  the  boats  were  constantly  though  the  men  were  successful  in  landing,  yet  they  could 
taking  in  water,  and  the  parly  were  three  and  a  half  hours  do  no  work,  owing  to  the  extremely  heavy  breakers.     In  all 
in  reaching  the  shore  on  their  return,  but  were  completely  October,  but  three  landings  were  effected,  and  these  too, 
satisfied  with  the  capacities  of  the  boats.   Such  continued  to  |  with  the  utmost  ditficully  and  danger;  the  boats  being  frc- 
be  the  confidence  reposed  in  these  boats,  that  the  men,  when  quently  filled   with  water,  and   the  men  only   by  the  most 
prevented  by  the  roughness  of  the  weather  from  landing  on  strenuous  exertions  succeeded  in  reaching  the  land, 
the  Ledge,  would  often  in   the   heaviest  seas  employ  their  As  the  season  for  profitable  operations  was  now  so  far  ad- 
limc  in  fishing.  vanccd,  Mr.  Bryant  had   but  hltle  prospect   of  doing  any 
As  the  operations  on  the  Ledge  previously  to  the  erection  more  work  upon  the  Ledge  until  the  next  year,  but  with  the 
of  the  beacon,  were  to  be  confined  principally  to  drilling  the  hope  that  a  few  landings  might  [lossibly  be  had  in  the  month 
large  holes  for  the  reception  of  the  main  pillars,  Mr.  Bryant  of  November  he  retained  all  his  men  until  the  2od,  without 
constructed  a  large  drilling  machine,  to  be  fixed  permanent-  ;  however  succeeding  in  a  single  attempt;  despairing  now  of 
ly  to  the  rock  until  the  holes  were  completed.     By  this  ar-  '  any  further  success  he  discharged  all  hands  for  the  season, 
rangement  a  great  inconvenience  as  well  as  loss  was  avoided  Mr.  Emerson  arrived   in  this  month  with  the  iron-work  of 
in  carrying  a  large  number  of  heavy  tools  on  every  occasion  the  beacon  and  landed  at  York  Harbour, 
of  going  to  the  Ledge,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  '  Induced   by  the  moderate   weather  in  the  latter  part  of 
obliged  to  be  left  at  the  risk  of  being  washed  away  bef)re  re-  January,  ISli,  Mr.  Bryant  resolved  again  to  attempt  carry- 
turning.  This  machine  was  perfected,  and  during  the  whole  ing  on  operations  at  the  Ledge,  and  alter  one  unsuccessful 
period  of  working  answered  most  thoroughly  the  oiiject  in-  excursion  he  landed  with  a  small  party  on  the  oth  of  Fcb- 
tended.     On  the  first  of  May  Mr.  Bryant  had  these  prelimi-  ruary  and  obtained  about  fifty   minutes'  work.     On  the  6th 
nary  arrangements  completed  and  had  procured  a  party  of  hs  made   another  landing  which  was   the  last  until  March 
eight  men  ready  to  commence  the  undertaking  as  soon  as  10th,  when  one  hour  and  forty  five  minutes  were  occupied 


suitable  weather  and  tides  should  occur  to  admit  of  landin^ 
Of  this  party  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Coburn  was  engsiged  as  fore- 
man, and  Mr.  Elisha  Turner  as  blacksmith,  both  of  v^hom 
had  been  engaged  a  considerable  time  previous 


in  the  work:  this  was  the  only  landing  effected  in  March, 
and  the  month  of  April  followed  with  but  little  better  suc- 
cess, as  only  two  landings  were  secured,  and  on  the  latter 
occasion  the  men  could  work  but  ten  minutes  when  they 


The  first  landing  on  the  Ledge  was  effected  with  a  party  ,  were  driven  off  by  the  breakers, 

of  eight  men  on  the  19th  of  iMay,  no  previous  opportunity  I      During  the  month  of  Tvlay  nine  landings  were  made  and 

occurring  in    consequence   of  the    state   of  the   tides  and  the  drilling  for  the  main  pillars  so  fiir  advanced,  that  on  the 

weather.     The  first  oliject  to  be  accomplished  was  to  decide  17th  of  June,  Mr.  Bryant  concluded  to  carry  out  the  first  or 

upon  and  clear  away  a  portion  of  the  rock  for  the  site  of  the  lower  section  of  the  Beacon,  which  was  safely  landed  on  the 

■beacon.     The  holes  for  securing  the  drilling  machine  were  Ledge.     On  the  21st,  the  derrick  for  hoisting  the  pillars  into 

then  commenced,  and  one  six  inches  deep  was  sunk  for  the  their  places   was  carried  out,  but  as  the  sea  prevented  the 

reception  of  the  centre  shaft.     The  party  on  this  occasion  party  from  landing,  it  was  anchored  off  the  Ledge  until  a 

worked  one  and  a  half  hours,  when  the  tide  obliged  them  to  favorable  opportunity  should  occur  for  setting  it  up,  which 

return.     From  this  time  they  had  no  opportunity  of  landing  however  did   not  happen  till  the  24th:  the  centre  plate  of 

on  the  Ledge  till  the  31st  of  May,  when  at  o  o'clock  in  the  the  Beacon  was  secured  on  the  2od.     On  the  2Gth  of  May, 

morning  a  party  of  seven  men  and  two  boats  succeeded  in  the  first  column  was  set  up  and  secured,  the  men  woiking 

Sanding  and  getting  one  and  a  half  hours  work.    At  3  P.  M.  to  the  middle  in  the  water. 

they  again  started  for  the  rock,  but  could  not  land  on  account  In  the  month  of  June  all  the  pillars  comprising  the  lower 

of  the  heavy  sea  ;  they  were  obliged  to  return — but  the  fur-  section  were  set  in  their  places,  and  Mr.  Bryant  says  from 

ther  particulars  of  this  attempt  have  been  before  alluded  to.  the  period  of  the  fir>t  landing  of  this  part  of  the  Beacon,  un- 

On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  another  landing  was  made  til  it  was  set  up  and  secured,  the  whole  party  were  obliged 

and  two  hours  were  employed  in  levelling  the  rock  for  the  to  work  in  the  water,  continually  exposed  to  the  seas  as  they 

centre  plate  of  the  beacon.     In  the  afternoon  the  attempt  to  broke  over  the  rock,  which  as   they   advanced  would  force 

land  was  unsuccessful ;  the  next  morning,  however,  a  land-  the  men  to  cling  firmly  to  some  part  of  the  work  to  jirevent 

ing    wao  effected,   notwithstanding    the    heavy   sea   which  being  carried  away,     'i'he  waves  would  lift  them  entirely 

breached  almost  continually  across   the  Ledge;    the  men,  off"  the  rock,  while  the  body  by  this  movement  would  rest  in 

however,  contrived  to  work  on  the  rock  one  hour  and  twenty  a  horizontal  posture  until  the  force  of  the  wave  was  spent 

minutes,  after  which,  as  the  sea  increased,  the}'  were  forced  and  relieved  the  feet  from  this  elevated  position.     From  ro- 

to  leave.    From  this  time  they  were  not  enabled  to  land  un-  rnaiaing  so  long  in  the  water,  sores  were  [)roduced  on  all  of 

til  the  ninth  of  June,  when  one  hour  and  twelve   minutes  the  })arly,  and  the  skin  was  constantly  decorticating  from  the 

were  obtained  ;   the  remainder  of  this  month  offered  but  six  feet  and  hands. 

opportunities  for  getting  upon  the  Ledge,  and  from  the  com-  The  remaimler  of  the  Beacon   was  landed,  set  up  and  sc- 

mencement  of  work  to  this  period,  but  eleven  landings  had  cured  to  the  Ledge  in  the  first  part  of  the  month  of  July  : 

been  secured,  giving  in  the  whole  time  an  amount  of  nine-  a  few  landings  more  were  necessary  to  complete  the  keying, 
teen  hours  and  twenty-three  minutes  for  active  opeintions.     '  painting,  &c.,  and  on  the  2Uth  the  whole  work  was  consid- 

The  first  part  of  the  month  of  July,  on  account  of  weath-  cred  as  [)ermanently  secured  and  llnished. 

cr  and  tides,  was  very  favorable  for  the  prosecution  of  the  j  Perhaps  a  more  unfavorable  jiosiiion  than  York  I  edge, 

work,  and  during  the  first  eight  days  of  this  month,  the  men  where  a  Beacon  or  Light-house  would  be  required,  and  upon 

had  obtained   as  many   landings  and   employed  seventeen  which  it  would  be  at  all  possi!)le  to  build,  will  not  often  occur, 

hours  and  forty-five  minutes  to  good  advantage.     In  this  The  circumstances  detailed  in  the  account  of  theerection  of 

period  the  drilling  machine  was  secured  to  the  rock  and  put  j  this  Beacon  show,  that  almost  as  great  difficulties  as  a  work 

in  operation  for  drilling  the  main  holes  for  the  beacon.     By  i  of  this  nature  could  possibly  present,  were  overcome  by  the 

this  time,  the  men  had  became  well  accustomed  to  the  work,  '  skill  and  energy  of  competent  and  courageous  workmen  ; 


and  though  on  some  occasions  heavy  seas  would  breach 
across  the  Ledge,  they  would  continue  at  their  occupations 
with  a[^parent  indifference  ;  it  was  necessary,  however,  when 
a  larger  wave  than  common  broke  over  the  rock,  to  be  ready 


and  probably,  many  dangerous  rocks  and  .'hoals  on  our 
coast  and  in  the  vicinity  of  our  harbors,  which  have  proved 
the  destruction  of  valuable  ships  and  cargoes  from  the  want 
of  some  distinguishing  mark  to  indicate  their  position,  still 
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remain  without  a  warning  guide,  which  might  be  placed 
upon  them  at  perhaps  less  cost,  and  with  less  difficulty  than 
was  experienced  in  the  present  case.  The  nature  and  great 
durability  of  iron  Beacons,  which  require  but  comparatively 
little  time  under  ordinary  circumstances  in  setting  up,  their 
permanence  and  power  lo  resist  the  fury  of  the  heaviest 
storms,  afford  many  reasons  why  they  should  be  preferred  to 
the  ordinary  and  precarious  structures,  which  are  commonly 
erected  as  monuments  on  dangerous  places,  and  which  arc 
too  often  destroyed  or  carried  away,  causing  the  seaman  on 
such  occasions  to  doubt  as  regards  his  vicinity  to  danger, 
from  the  absence  of  the  usual  guide. 

In  conclusion  of  this  account,  I  subjoin  the  copy  of  a 
letter  received  a  few  days  since,  relating  to  the  Beacon  at 
York  Ledge,  and  which  furnishes  proper  sailing  directions 
to  vessels  that  may  be  placed  in  its  vicinity. 


U.  S.  IJev.  CuTTF.n  MoTiRis, 
Boston  Harbor,  Aug.  23d,  184- 


a 


Sir :  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  to 
you  a  description  of  the  Beacon  lately  erected  on  York 
Ledge,  together  with  the  soundings  near  it,  and  its  bearings 
from  remarkable  points  on  the  main  land  and  adjacent  Is- 
lands. 

This  rock  is  bare  at  two-thirds  ebb  of  spring  tides,  and 
extends  E.  N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  in  length  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  sixty  in 
breadth. 

Strangers  must  not  approach  this  rock  nearer  than  three- 
eighths  of  a  mile.  A  shoal  extends  N.  E.  and  S,  W.  from 
the  main  rock  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  having  not  more 
than  (wo  fathoms  at  low  water:  the  soundings  near  it  are 
gradual,  from  five  to  twenty  fathoms  half  a  mile  from  the 
rock.  During  the  present  summer  an  iron  beacon  has  been 
erected,  33^  ft.  high,  25  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea  at  high 
tide,  and  may  be  seen  12  miles  distant  in  clear  weather. — 
Upon  the  main  pillars  of  the  Beacon  rests  an  iron  tubular 
column,  10  feet  high,  supporting  an  iron  ball  3^  feet  in  di- 
ameter, upon  which  is  inscribed  "  York  Ledge,  1840."  The 
following  are  the  bearings  of  various  objects  from  the  Bea- 
con, viz  : 


E.  i  N.  about 
W.  by  S.  J-  S. 
S.  by  W.  I  W.  9 
N. by  E.  4 

N.WbyN.AN.3 
W.  S.  W.  5 


Boon  Island  Light,  E.  f  N.  about    7  miles. 

AV bale's  Back,  W.  by  S.  i  S.     6 

White  Island  (Shoals)  Light, 

York  Nubble, 

York  Harbor 

Western  Sister, 

East  point  of  Duck  Island  (Isle  of 

Shoals,)  S.  ^  W.  7     " 

N.  B.  S.  W.  about  two  miles  from  the  Beacon,  lies  a 
Shoal  called  the  "  Triangles,"  which  breaks  in  a  heavy 
ground  swell,  and  has  not  more  than  4  fathoms  low  spring 
tides. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

(Signed)  Grekx  Waldes-, 

Capt.  U.  S.  rev.  service,  comd'g  Cutter  "  Morris." 

P.  S. — Vessels  falling  in  with  York  Ledge  in  foggy 
weather,  may,  by  sending  their  boats,  r-'ad  "  York  Ledge, 
1840,"  as  described,  and  shape  their  course  accordingly. 

G.  W.      , 

It  is  hoped  that  the  success  of  this  undertaking  will  be 
followed  in  cases  where  similar  works  are  required,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  same  material  and  like  mode  of  construction, 
as  they  together  form  a  structure,  which,  in  point  of  dura- 
bility and  strength,  is  but  little  inferior  to  the  rock  itself.        i 

I  have  the  honor,  Sir,  to  be  I 

Kespectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

Alex'h  PARnis,       | 
To  the  Hon.  John  Anderson, 

late  Collector  of  the  ('ustoms,  Portland,  Me. 


New  Corn  I^ixw  ScSjcbmcs. 

It  will,  doubtless,  be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  have 
placed  before  them  the  various  suggestions  and  propositions 
that  have  been  lately  made  for  the  alteration  of  the  corn 
duties.  This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  it  seems  to  be  a 
generally  received  opinion  that  some  modification  of  these 
grievous  imposts  on  food  will  be  shortly  made,  whoever  may 
be  minister;  for,  as  Sir  George  Murray  truly  remarked  at 
Manchester,  nobody  approves  of  the  existing  regulations. 

In  fixed  duties  we  have  the  Government  proposition  of  8s 
a  quarter  on  wheat ;  we  have  Mr.  MCulloch's  proposal  to 
fix  the  duty  at  5s  ;  we  have  Mr.  Burgess's  protest  against  a 
lower  fixed  duty  than  12s,  though  if  we  recollect  rightly,  a 
few  months  ago  an  8s  duty  would  have  satisfied  the  writer 
of  the  "  Circular  to  Bankers." 

Sir  Robert  Peel  has  decided  in  favor  of  the  sliding  scales 
but  his  most  intimate  friends  anticipate  that  he  will  lower 
the  point  of  free  importation  ;  rumor  ascribes  to  him  an  inten- 
tion of  ascertaining  and  regulating  the  averages  by  the  sales 
of  our  own  corn  only,  at  the  great  agricultural  market  towns, 
and  by  that  means  to  escape  by  what  is  termed  the  fraudu- 
lent running  up  of  the  averages,  and  the  bringing  down  of 
the  duties.  To  any  such  attempt  we  maj'  safely  predict  ut- 
ter failure.  It  is  impossible,  under  the  sliding  system,  to 
prevent  large  speculators  in  corn  from  acting  on  the  markets 
in  such  a  way  as  to  enhance  the  ostensible  averages,  when- 
ever it  is  their  interest  to  do  so.  Mr.  Gladstone  proposes  to 
lower  the  sliding  scale,  so  as  to  admit  of  foreign  wheat  at  Is, 
when  our  averages  are  at  63s,  instead  of  73s,  as  at  present. 
Lord  Willoughby  d'  Eresby  has  submitted  to  the  public  the 
following  scale  of  duty  on  wheat : — 

Average  Dutif. 

70s  -  -  Is  63s  -  -  17s 

69s  -  -  2s  62s  -  -  18s 

68s  -  -  5s  61s  -  -  19s 

67s  -  -  8s  60s  -  -  20s 

66s  -  -  lis  59s  -  -  21s 

65s  -  -  13s  .583  -  -  228 

64s  -  -  15s 

A  writer  on  free  trade,  under  the  initials  "  F.  C."  and  who 
is  known  to  have  had  considerable  experience  as  a  farmer, 
in  foreign  countries,  and  as  a  large  importer  and  speculator 
of  wheat  in  England,  suggests  a  wider  range  of  fluctuation 
than  that  proposed  by  the  noble  peer.  The  following  is  the 
scale  of  duties  suggested  by  this  gentleman  : — 

Average  Duty. 


50s  and 

under  51s 

27s  Od 

65s  and' 

under  66s 

9s  Od 

51s 

r)2s 

26s  Od 

66s 

67s 

8s  Od 

52s 

53s 

25s  Od 

673 

68s 

7s  Od 

533 

54s 

24s  Od 

68s 

C9s 

6s  Od 

54s 

55s 

23s  Od 

69s 

70s 

5s  6d 

55s 

563 

22s  Od 

70s 

71s 

5s  Od 

56g 

57s 

21s  Od 

71s 

72s 

4s  6d 

57s 

o8s 

19s  Od 

723 

733 

4s  Od 

583 

59s 

17s  Od 

73s 

74  s 

3s  6d 

593 

60s 

i5s  Od 

74s 

75s 

3s  Od 

60s 

61s 

14s  Od 

75s 

76s 

2s  6d 

61s 

623 

13s  Od 

76s 

77s 

2s  Cd 

62s 

63  s 

12s  Cd 

77s 

78s 

Is  Cd 

63s 

64s 

lis  Od 

78s 

79s 

Is  Od 

64s 

65s 

10s  Od 

79s 

80s 

Os  6d 

This  scale  is  said  to  be  based  on  the  price  at  which  foreign 
corn  can  be  imported  here,  without  loss,  from  the  largest  and 
cheapest  market — that  is,  from  Odessa  and  other  ports  in  the 
Black  Sea.  Mr.  M'Culloch,  it  will  be  recollected,  stated  the 
average  price  of  the  best  Odessa  wheat,  during  the  last  three 
years  had  been  34s  6d  a  quarter,  on  the  spot,  %vhereas,  the 
author  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  Price  of 
Growing  Wheat  in  Foreign  Countries,"  says  it  can  be  im- 
ported into  this  country  at  36s  duty  and  profit  excluded. — 
This  difference  is,  however,  reconcilable,  if  we  take  into 
consideiation  a  fact  wholly  overlooked  by  Mr.  M'Culloch — 
the  great  failure  of  the  harvest  of  1840  in  the  southern  pro- 
vinces of  Russia  and  Poland,  which  supply  Odessa,  a  fail- 
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ure  so  great  as  to  have  last  year  converted  Russia  into  an 
importing,  instead  of  an  exporting  country.  Mr.  M'Cul- 
loch  disparages  the  quality  of  Odessa  wheat  rather  unneces- 
sarily. That  wheat  is  heavier  than  the  best  Dantzig,  and 
makes  quite  as  wholesome  bread  ;  indeed,  when  mixed  with 
a  little  whiter  flour,  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
best  bread  in  Europe.  Mr.  M'Culloch  is,  perhaps,  nearer 
the  truth  in  asserting  that  the  export  of  wheat  from  Odessa 
cannot  be  materially  increased  without  a  previous  addition 
to  the  facilities  of  conveying  corn  from  the  interior.  The 
greater  part  of  the  produce  shipped  at  that  port  has  to  be 
conveyed  in  land  carriage,  of  the  rudest  and  slowest  descrip- 
tion ;  in  cumbrous  and  heavy  wagons,  drawn  by  oxen,  over 
a  trackless  country.  The  trade  which  centres  in  Odessa  is 
marked  by  the  courses  of  the  rivers  Dnieper,  Bug  and  Dniester. 
The  navigation  of  the  Lower  Dnieper  is  interrupted  by  a 
series  of  falls  and  rapids  above  and  near  the  river's  mouth, 
which  makes  land  transport  often  preferable,  down  this  part 
of  the  stream,  and  inilispcnsable  in  ascending  it,  and  the 
Bug  and  the  Dniester  can  only  be  navigated  by  small  vessels, 
that  cannot  encounter  the  sea  round  the  points  to  the  port, 
and  land  carriage  is  thus  again  necessary.  These  obstacles 
to,  and  ditriculties  of  land  carriage,  would,  however,  rapidly 
disappear,  if  the  demand  for  wheat  at  Odessa  were  considera- 
bly increased.  Certain  it  is,  that  Podolia,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Theiss,  in  Hungary,  produces  the  greatest  amount 
of  grain,  at  the  least  expense  to  the  cultivator,  of  any  district 
in  Europe. 

A  compromise  between  the  sliding  scale  and  a  fixed  duty 
has  been  proposed  under  the  signature  which  formerly  con- 
veyed to  the  public  the  useful  opinions  of  Mr.  Deacon  Hume. 
It  is  a  mixture  of  both  schemes  ;  and  proposes  to  levy  a  fixed 
duty  of  5s  a  quarter  on  all  foreign  wheat,  besides  a  fluctua- 
tion impost  of  20s,  when  the  average  price  is  40s,  which 
shall  decrease  gradually  until  it  ceases  altogether,  when  the 
price  is  60s. 

The  last  proposition  is,  that  of  the  manufacturing  interest; 
it  is  for  a  trade  in  corn  wholly  unobstructed  by  fiscal  regu- 
lations or  duties.  And  this  appears  to  us — not  ignorant  or 
unmindfid  of  the  importance  of  the  question,  and  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  involved  in  any  alteration,  or  of  the 
want  of  information  on  many  material  parts  of  the  subject, 
on  which  knowledge  would  be  the  most  valuable  — the 
wisest,  and  the  safest  plan. — London  Joitrnal  of  Commerce. 


Price  of  Flour  ii»  Oliio,  1  8  <;0  to  1840. 

In  the  speech  of  Mr.  Muller  of  that  State,  in  Congress, 
upon  the  Fiscal  Bank  Bill,  published  in  the  Ohio  Statesman 
we  find  the  following  statement  of  the  price  of  flour  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Ohio  for  21  years  viz:  1820  to  1840  inclu- 
sive 


Ship  Building  in  ISIaiue« 

We  understand  that  ship-building  has  never  been  carried 
on  so  extensively  in  iviaine  as  during  the  present  season. — 
Many  large  and  valuable  ships  have  been  recently  launched, 
and  many  others  are  now  on  the  stocks  in  most  of  the  sea- 
port towns.  And  these  ships  are  generally  built  of  the  best 
seasoned  white  oak  from  the  JVIidiJIc  States,  of  fine  models, 
thoroughly  fastened,  and  finished  in  beautiful  style. 

Among  the  ships  now  in  the  stocks,  are  two  at  Newcas- 
tle— one  of  750  tons,  and  another  of  800  tons;  these  are 
both  elegant  specimens  of  merchant  ships.  At  Bath,  the 
shi[)  Hannibal,  of  650  tons,  is  almost  ready  for  launching. 
The  ship  South  Carolina,  of  769  tons,  was  launched  some 
days  since,  and  the  ship  Kapahannock  is  almost  ready  for 
launching.  'I'his  is  the  largest  merchantman  ever  built  in 
the  United  States.  Her  length  on  deck  is  ISO  feet,  her  beam 
37  feet,  and  her  depth  2J  i'eet  4  inches,  and  she  measures 
about  eleveji  litindred  and  forty  tons  '.  This  ship  is  tho- 
roughly built  of  Virginia  white  oak  and  Georgia  pine. 
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Prince  Dc  Joiuville> 

The  Prince  do  Joinville  arrived  here  on  Friday  night  in 
the  steamboat  Norwich  from  Baltimore.  On  Saturday  he 
took  passage  to  Hampton  Koads  in  the  steamer  Star,  and 
visited  the  French  frigate  L'Armide,  bearing  the  flag  of  Ad- 
miral Arnous,  and  returned  to  Norfolk  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening  to  dine  at  French's  Hotel. 

The  French  merchant  ship  Ballochon,  lying  in  our  har- 
bor, was  decked  olf  with  flags  and  saluted  the  Star,  with 
cheers  as  she  came  out  of  the  dock. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Bisson,  lying  off  Town  Point, 
was  also  decorated  with  national  flags  in  compliment  to  the 
Prince,  and  as  the  Star  passed  on  her  way  down,  her  yards 
were  manned,  three  cheers  i^iven  and  a  broadside  salute  tired. 

The  Prince  accompanied  by  his  suite,  and  Admiral  Ar- 
nous, who  came  up  in  an  open  boat  from  Hampton  Roads, 
visited  yesterday  the  United  States  ship  Pennsylvania,  Capt. 
Skinner,  and  a  salute  of  21  guns  was  fired  on  his  leaving, 
which  was  returned  by  the  Bisson,  with  the  American  en- 
sign at  the  foremast  head.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  Navy 
Yard.  We  learn  the  Prince  de  Joinville  was  to  leave  in  the 
Baltimore  boat  of  last  night. — A'orfolk  Beacon. 


Year. 

cts.  per  bush. 

Year. 

cts.  per  bush. 

1820 

20 

1831 

50 

lft21 

31 

1832 

65^ 

1822 

38^ 

1833 

59i 

1823 

38^ 

1834 

59 

1824 

42  .^ 

1835 

83 

182.') 

38A 

1836 

1124 

1826 

38 

1837 

115 

1827 

50 

1838 

105 

182S 

50 

1839 

84 

1829 

78 

1840 

50 

1830 

50 

DeatU  of  Gen,  Edward  Paine* 

General  Edward  Paine,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Northern  Ohio,  died  at  his  residence  in  Paincsvillc,  on  the 
28th  ult.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  96.  General  Paine  was 
one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  our  glorious  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle. He  led  on  the  first  company  that  broke  ground  on  Dor- 
chester heights,  soon  after  which  Gen.  Gage  evacuated  Bos- 
ton. He  was  stationed  on  Governor's  Island  when  the  Ame- 
rican army  retreated  out  of  New  York,  and  his  company 
covered  the  retreating  army. 


A  Miglity  CUain  of  Itailroad. 

We  learn  from  Batavia  that  the  railroad  thence  to  Buffalo 
will  be  very  soon  completed.  On  the  Rochester  and  Au- 
burn line  but  seven  or  eight  miles  remain  to  be  finished  ; 
the  cars  already  cross  the  Cayuga  lake  on  the  new  bridge 
erected  for  the  purjjose,  and  will  in  a  few  weeks  run  over 
the  whole  line.  The  Boston  road  to  Albany  is  nearly  com- 
pleted ;  in  a  very  short  time  thcrcfoie  the  "  last  link"  will  be 
completed  in  the  great  chain  from  Bullalo  to  Boston,  a  dis- 
tance of  near  six  hundred  miles  !  The  whole  woild  can- 
not exhibit  a  specimen  of  railroad  enterprise  to  equal  this. 
The  longest  one  in  England  is  not  more  than  one-third  the 
length  of  this. 

John  C.  Spencer,  Secretary  of  State  of  New  York,  has 
been  appointed  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  place  of  Judge 
McLean,  declined. 
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Tlie  Siallisnoi'e  &  OUla  S^aila-oad  €o. 

Fifteenth  .Annual  Report  of  the  President  nnd  Directors 
to  the  Stockholders  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company, 

At  a  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  held, 
pursuant  to  the  charter,  on  the  second  Monday  of  October, 
1841,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  liailroad  (company  submitted  the 
following  report  and  statements  of  the  ali'airs  of  the  com- 
pany : 

FinsT. —  Of  the  .Main  Stem  to  its  present  termination  at 
Harper^ s  Ferry  ;  and  of  tlie  Washington  Branch. 

The  statement  marked  A,  exhibits  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany on  the  3Jth  ultimo;  and  the  revenue  and  expenses  of 
the  jSlain  Stem,  during  the  year,  ending  on  the  same  day, 
arc  shown  by  the  statement  B. 

The  statements  C  and  D  exhibit  the  affairs  of  the  JVash- 
ington  Road  on  the  3Jth  ultimo,  and  also  the  revenue  and 
ex[)enses  on  the  same,  for  the  year  ending  on  that  day. 

The  statements  show  th.at  the  general  decline  in  the  trade 
of  the  past  year  injuriously  affected  the  transportation  upon 
the  Main  Stem ;  and  that  although,  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  the  revenue  somewhat  increased,  the  receipts  from 
the  transportation  of  produce  and  merchandise  decreased,  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  $11,312  18.  'I'his  de- 
crease will  he  found  to  consist  principally  in  the  article  of 
flour,  of  which  there  have  been  transported  during  the  past 
136,831  barrels  less  than  in  the  previous  year  ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  so  great  a  falling  off  in  the  transportation  of  this 
article  may  be  accounted  for  bj'  the  partial  failure  in  the 
crops,  and  the  consequent  dmiinished  amount  destined  for 
market.  It  may  aLo  be  observed,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  low  rate  continued  to  be  charged  for  transportation  upon 
the  Canal,  the  boarl  have  been  unable  to  avail  themselves, 
to  much  extent,  of  the  increased  rales  authorized  by  the  law 
of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature. 

I'he  board  have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  however,  that  the 
expenses  have  been  also  considerably  reduced,  sj  that  not- 
withstanding the  falling  off  in  the  amoui.t  of  transportation, 
the  nctt  surplus  of  the  present  will  be  Utile  less  than  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

It  ought  indeed  to  be  observed,  that  the  effects  expected 
from  ihe  renovation  of  the  road,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
inclined  planes ;  from  the  improveuients  in  the  moving  power 
and  machinery  generally,  in  the  passenger  and  burden  cars, 
and  in  the  department  of  transportation,  and  supervision  ; 
and  from  the  economy  introduced  into  the  system  of  repairs, 
are  only  now  beginning  to  be  properly  felt,  and  that  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  year  warrants  the  belief  that  the  expec- 
tations entertained  from  these  measures  will  be  fully  realized. 

The  ten  miles  of  road,  which,  at  the  date  of  the  last  an- 
nual report,  were  in  process  of  re-adjustment,  have  been 
thoroughly  renovated  ;  and  the  entire  hne  of  road  from  Bal- 
timore to  Harper's  Ferry,  having  been  substantially  renew- 
ed, is  now  in  a  condition  of  greater  eliiciency  and  durability 
than  at  any  previous  period.  In  the  opinion  of  the  engi- 
neers, it  will  be  capable  of  fully  accommodating  any  in- 
creased transportation  which  may  be  expected  from  the  ex- 
tension of  the  road  to  Cumberland,  for  some  years,  without 
a  greater  expenditure  for  repairs  than  has  been  incurred  dur- 
ing the  year  just  ended. 
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The  heaviest  item  of  cost  in  the  transportation  u|)on  works 
of  this  description  is  the  expense  of  maintaining  them  in  re- 
pair, and  to  diminish,  as  far  as  practicable,  this  source  of  ex- 
penditure has  been  the  object  of  all  the  improvements  in 
modern  railways.  While  it  must  bo  admitted  that  a  more 
substantial  construction,  and  with  the  heavy  improved  rail, 
than  has  been  adopted  on  the  road  between  Hallimore  and 
Harper's  Ferry,  is  indispensable  to  all  that  is  practicable  on 
this  head,  it  is  satisfactory  to  perceive  that  even  with  the 
light  and  imperfect  plate  rail,  greater  economy  is  attainable 
than  Ihe  board  have  heretofore  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to 
piomise. 

Owing  to  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  whole  line  of 
road,  the  expenses  of  repairs  amoimted  in  the  year  1837,  to 
upwards  of  S9r,oOO.  In  the  years  1838,  and  1839,  the  board 
commenced  their  preparalions  for  the  renewal  of  part  of  the 
track  with  the  heavy  H  rail,  and  for  the  renovation  of  the 
reniainder  upon  the  original  {)lan  of  structure.  In  1840  the 
cost  of  repairs  was  reduced  to  Ihtle  more  than  $85,000,  and 
in  the  year  just  closed,  in  which  for  the  first  time  the  effect 
of  the  previous  improvements  could  be  fully  tested,  it 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $1)9,095  44,  being  upwards  of  §26,- 
000  less  than  that  of  1S37,  and  more  than  S16,00u  less 
than  the  year  immediately  ))receding.  The  repairs  of  the 
nineteen  miles  of  the  heavy  H  rail,  not  having  as  yet  re-- 
quired  any  new  material,  have  cost  §180  per  mile;  while 
for  the  ninety-two  miles  of  old  plate  rail,  the  cost  for  mate- 
rials is  $325  46,  and  for  labor  and  superintendence  $39^ 
per  mile.  It  may  also  be  stated  that  during  the  past,  com-* 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  the  actual  expenses  ibr  repairs 
of  locomotives  and  tenders,  of  passenger  and  burden  cars, 
and  of  depots,  and  water  stations,  have  been  considerably 
reduced  ;  and  it  will  be  seen  thai  the  aggregate  reduction  in 
the  expenditure  during  the  year  for  the  foregoing  objects, 
amounts  to  upwards  of  §40,554. 

The  capacity  of  the  motive  power  has  been  much  im-' 
proved,  and  adapted,  without  additional  cost  tor  repairs,  to  a 
considerable  augmentation  of  business.  The  condition  of 
tlie  passenger  and  burden  cars  has  likewise  been  improved, 
so  as  to  be  more  efficient  than  at  any  j)revious  period  :  and' 
in  each  of  the  above  branches  of  the  service,  a  further  dim-- 
iiuition  in  the  annual  expenditure  may  be  anticipated. 

In  addition  to  the  above  items,  there  has  been  expended' 
during  the  year  in  the  construction  of  new  tracks,  for  the 
eight  wheeled  box  cars,  a  sum  exceeding  $7u0;J,  in  the  con-- 
struclion  of  water  stations  east  of  Harper's  Ferry  nearly 
S8000,  and  for  the  erection  of  an  engine  house,  the  exten- 
sion of  the  shop,  and  construction  of  fixed  machinery  at  the 
Mount  Clare  de])ot,  upwards  of  $2000. 

In  the  same  period,  the  company  has  been  compelled  to' 
pay  for  certain  improvements  long  since  introduced  into  use, 
and  without  a  knowledge  that  they  were  protected  by  any 
existing  patent ;  for  long  standing  claims  for  right  of  way, 
which  had  been  left  unsettled  at  the  time  of  constructing 
the  road,  and  from  damages  arising  from  other  causes,  up-- 
wardsof  $6000. 

After  these  and  all  other  expenditures,  on  every  acconnt, 
since  the  last  annual  report,  the  operations  of  the  road  even 
to  Harper's  Ferry — and  under  the  disadvantage  of  the  ca- 
sual falling  off  in  the  transportation  of  the  year — together 
with  the  receipts  from  the  \^'ushington  Branch,  shows  a 
nett  annual  profit  of  $135,458  86,  bein^^  nearly  three  and 
one-half  per  cent,  upon  the  original  capital  of  $4,000,000, 
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upon  which  the  business  has  been  conducted,  and  from 
which  the  said  profits  have  arisen. 

To  those  who  have  advanced  this  capital,  and  for  a  series 
of  yea's  submitted  with  unshaken  fortitude  to  so  many  dis- 
heartening- losses  and  embarrassments,  the  present  result  wi!l 
bj!  particLihirly  gratifying.  It  ought  also  to  awaken  fresh 
hopes  of  the  reasonable  jirofit  to  be  ultimately  realized  from 
the  success  of  their  undertaking;  and  to  encourage  all  who 
desire  the  prosperity  of  this  community,  steadily  to  persevere 
in  its  further  prosecution. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  design  of  this  report  to  speculate  upon 
the  increase  of  the  profits  winch  may  be  expected  from  the 
completion  of  the  ro.id  to  Cumberland,  which  may  now  so 
soon  be  reilizeJ.     In  justice  however,  to  the  expectations  | 
witU  which  this  great  enter])rise  has  been  hitherto  fostered  by  ' 
t'.ie  pubhc  authorities,  in   any  view  in   which    the   subject 
may  be  considered,  this  increase  sliould  not  be  overlooked.  ; 
The  construction  of  the  new  road  west  of  Harper's  Ferry,  \ 
will  be  of  the  most  a[>proved  and  substantial  kind  ;  of  easy  | 
grades  and  light  curvatures,  and  adapted  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  heaviest  materials  at  a  far  less  cost  than  mii^t  ne- 
cessarily be  incurred  upon  a  less  perfect  structure.    The  ex- 
tension of  the  work  to  Cumberland  will  oiler  a  practicable 
means  of  transportation  for  the  vast  mineral  resources  of  the 
Alleghany  region  at  a  moderate  cost,  and  may  be  expected 
lo  ensure  a  speedy  development  both  of  the  coal  and  iron  of 
that  portion  of  the  country.     Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  in  ' 
the  fVrtile  valley  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cumberland,  '< 
important  sources  of  business  will  be  opened  ;  while  every  ; 
material  a!)proach  to  the   Western  water;  must  alford  new  j 
facilities  to  the  trade  and  travel  from  the  great  valley  of  the  | 
Mississijipi.  I 

liut  while  the  acknowledged  importance  of  the  profits 
which  may  be  expected  to  result  from  the  further  extension 
of  the  woik  is  not  to  be  overlooked  by  the  individual  capi- 
talists, or  by  the  public  authorities,  who  will  be  thereby  re- 
leased from  any  ir.terest  upon  their  investments,  it  is  the 
consideration  which,  in  a  public  poir.t  of  view,  ought  per- 
haps the  least  to  be  reijarded.  In  the  prompt  extension  of 
the  road  to  Cumberland,  the  city  of  Ualtimore  especially  has  , 
a  much  deeper  concern  than  that  which  arises  from  the  in- 
terest upon  the  capital  embarked.  In  the  immediate  aug- 
nieiita'ion  of  her  trade  and  commerce;  in  the  new  impulse 
to  be  given  to  her  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industry  ; 
in  the  active,  profitable  employment  which,  by  means  of 
this  woik,  is  to  be  given  to  every  class  of  industry,  and  the 
successful  competition  she  is  destined  thereby  to  maintain 
with  the  other  Atlantic  Cities  for  the  commerce  of  the 
Western  Country,  Baltimore  must  enjoy  advantages  not 
easy  to  be  calculated,  fehould  these  be  attained  without  the 
burthen  of  perma;ient  taxation,  which  with  a  slight  increase 
of  the  present  amount  of  travel  and  transportation  will  be 
the  case,  not  only  should  some  temporary  inconveniences  be 
cheerfully  borne,  but  in  their  arduous  and  ceaseless  eflTorts 
to  push  on  the  work  in  advance  of  rival  enterprises,  the 
board  have  a  right  to  count  upon  the  liberal  and  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  city  authorities. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  nett  profits  of  the  year 
upon  ttie  operation  of  the  road  to  Harper's  Ferry  amounts 
lo  *'13.5.(,U  J,  being  more  than  3  per  cent,  upon  the  original 
capital  of  $t,0()0,i;OJ,  iipon  which  heretofore  the  dividends 
have  been  declared.  Upon  the  present  occasion,  however, 
the  Mayor  of  the  (^ity  of  Baltimore,  has  demanded  that  the 
city  should  be  considered  as  a  proprietor  of  the  stock  to  the 
amount  of  her  subscrijjtion  paid  in,  and  in  that  proportion 
lo  share  in  a  dividend  of  the  nett  profits  of  the  present  year. 
The  consulting  counsel  of  the  company  having  concurred  in 
the  lega!ity  of  the  claim  made  by  the  Mayor,  and  decided  in 
favor  of  the  city  to  share  in  the  dividend,  the  board  have  felt 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  acquiesce  in  the  claim,  rather  than  en- 
gage in  a  protracted  controversy  which  they  are  advised  by 
one  of  tlieir  counsel,  must  terminate  against  the  company. 

Under  these  circumstances,  any  dividend  of  the  nett  pro- 
fits must  proceed  upon  a  capital  of  iS6,50y,00(J  instead  of 
that  of  $4,000,000  actually  employed  ;  and  the  board  have 
therefore  determined  to  declare  a  dividend  of  2  per  cent,  be- 


ing equal  to  the  dividend  of  the  last  year,  payable  on  or  af- 
ter the  16th  of  November  next. 

On  the  IVn'ildn^eton  Brandi  there  has  been  an  augmen- 
tation of  trade  and  travel,  and  at  the  same  time  as  on  the 
Main  Stem,  a  steady  decrease  in  the  expenditure. 

The  repairs  of  railway  on  this  road  are  nearly  S3000  less 
than  the  expenditure  for  the  same  purpose,  during  the  pre- 
ce  ling  year;  and  the  cost  for  repairing  locomotives  and  ten- 
ders, passenger  cars,  and  depots  and  water  stations  has  dim- 
inished in  the  same  proportion.  In  the  repairs  of  burden 
cars  alone,  the  expenditure  for  the  past  has  exceeded  that  of 
the  year  immediately  preceding,  in  consequence  of  the  ne- 
ces  ity  of  thoroughly  refitting  and  renewing  a  number  of  the 
old  and  worn  out  cars. 

The  condition  of  the  railway,  of  the  locomotives  and  ten- 
ders, of  the  passenger  and  burden  cars,  and  of  the  depots 
and  water  stations,  is  now  as  perfect  as  could  be  expected, 
and  during  t!ie  ensuing  year  a  decrease  rather  than  an  aug- 
mentation of  expenditures  in  all  these  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice, except  that  of  the  jiassenger  depot,  may  be  anticipated. 

Some  iinprovements  being  indis-pensably  required  in  the 
passenger  depot  at  Washington,  an  increased  expenditure 
for  tills  purpose,  may  be  expected  during  the  current  year, 
but  it  is  believed  the  excess  for  this  purpose  will  not  be 
greater  than  the  decrease  which  may  be  ellected  during  the 
same  period  in  the  repairs  of  water  stations. 

On  this  road  also  the  pnyments  on  account  of  unsettled 
claims  for  right  of  way,  and  other  causes,  have  amounted  in 
the  year  to  the  sum  of  t3000. 

It  will  be  further  seen  from  the  statements,  that  after  these 
expenditures,  the  nett  profits  aiising  from  the  operations  of 
this  road,  during  the  year  amount  to  the  sum  of  §104,151 
7o ;  of  which  the  board  have  determined  to  divide  among 
the  stockholders  six  per  cent,  payable  on  and  after  the  IGth 
day  of  November  next. 

It  ought  not  to  escape  observation,  that  this  surplus  is  in- 
dependent of  one-fifth  of  all  money  received  for  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  charter  is 
reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  State,  and  which,  dur- 
ing the  past  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of  §43,407.  If  this 
amount  could  have  constituted  a  part  of  the  general  profits, 
the  operations  of  this  road,  during  the  year,  would  have  nett- 
ed to  the  stockholders  upwards  of  eight  per  cent,  upon  the 
capital  invested. 

As  it  is,  under  the  present  provisions  of  the  charier,  the 
State  will  receive  one-fifth  of  the  reciipls  from  passengers, 
amounting  to  $43,407,  and  a  dividend  of  six  per  cent,  upon 
her  shares  of  stock  §33,000 — being  more  than  fourteen  per 
cent,  upon  her  investment  in  this  road,  and  added  to  the 
dividend  from  nett  profits  from  the  Main  Stem,  will  yield  her 
more  than  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  her  capital  origi- 
nally invested  in  both  roads. 

If  to  the  other  stockholders,  these  extraordinary  advan- 
tages derived  by  their  favored  partner,  may,  in  any  view  be 
considered  extravagant,  they  may  be  consoled  by  the  reflec- 
tion, that  under  no  circumstances  is  it  probable,  that  the  bur- 
thens of  the  State  will  be  increased  by  the  aid  she  has  ex- 
tended to  this  branch  of  her  public  works.  It  ought  also  fo 
be  considered  that  in  the  renewed  confidence  which  these 
advantages  are  calculated  to  inspire,  with  all  classes,  in  the 
public  credit,  this  company  has  the  deepest  stake. 

SiicoND. — As  to  the  extension  of  the  road  from  Harper^ 
Fevri]  to  Cumberland. 

Should  nothing  occur  to  deprive  the  board  of  the  resources 
appropriated  to  this  portion  of  the  work,  it  may  be  entire- 
ly finished  and  the  road  put  into  operation  to  Cumberland, 
as  was  stated  in  the  last  aiaiual  report,  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1842. 

The  progress  of  the  Graduation,  Jlfasonrij  and  Bridg- 
ing', since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  has  been  as  fa- 
vorable as  was  at  that  time  anticipated  ;  and  may  be  best 
shown  by  reference  merely  to  the  jobs  yet  remaining  un- 
finished. 

The  partial  re-constrnclion  of  the  Harper  s  Ferri/  Viaduct 
an  inconsiderable  part  of  the  work  upon  the  section  of  the 
road  at  that  place ;  a  small  portion  of  the  bridge  masonry 
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and  superstructure  of  the  Opeqiion  and  of  the  bridp^e  super- 
structure at  Sleepy  Creek  only  remain  to  fit  the  road  bed  for 
the  railway  structure  from  IJarjn'rs  Ferry  to  Iluncock,  a 
distance  of  42^  miles.  These  jobs  inny  all  be  accomplished 
within  the  next  three  months. 

From  Hancock  to  Cumberland  a  distance  of  54  miles,  the 
unfinislied  work  consists  of  part  of  the  bridges  at  the  Great 
and  Little  Cacipon,  both  of  which  may  be  completed  in  the 
month  of  December  next.  Of  the  arching  of  the  Doe  Gulley 
Tunnel,  and  the  removal  of  a  few  feet  in  depth  of  the  cut- 
ting at  the  bottom  of  the  eastern  approach  to  the  Tunnel, 
and  of  some  rock  shps  ;  of  the  arching  of  the  Tunnel  at  the 
Paw  Paw  Ridge,  a  portion  of  the  viaducts,  and  their  super- 
structures over  the  North  and  South  Branches  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  also  of  a  part  of  the  heavy  sections  at  the  North 
and  South  branches,  and  at  Kelly's  rocks,  all  of  which  may 
be  readily  accomplished  in  season  for  opening  the  road  to 
Cumberland  within  the  time  already  indicated. 

Besides  these  a  few  light  sections  and  three  small  bridges, 
which  may  be  completed  within  the  ensuing  three  months, 
are  all  that  remain  to  be  finished  ;  so  that  by  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary 1842,  the  graduations,  masonry  and  bridging  of  the 
entire  line  from  Harpers  Ferry  to  Ctimberland,  may  be 
completed  and  ready  for  railway  structure. 

The  amount  necessary  to  complete  \hQ graduation,  mason- 
ry and  bridging  to  Hancock,  is  $40,U00,  and  thence  to 
Cumberland,  $85,000,  together  §125,000,  being  only  1-14 
part  or  7  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  line. 

Contracts  for  the  iron  rails  for  the  entire  road  have  been 
entered  into  in  London  at  the  low  rate  of  £85  per  ton  ;  and 
upon  terras  which  it  is  believed  will  enable  the  company  to 
make  payments  from  the  sale  of  the  State  Bonds  in  the  hands 
of  the  Messrs.  Baring,  and  without  a  sacrifice.  Eight  hun- 
dred tons  of  the  rails  have  already  been  delivered  in  Balti- 
more ;  more  shipments  are  now  on  their  way,  and  the  delive- 
ry of  the  whole  may  be  expected  in  season  for  the  earUest 
completion  of  the  road. 

Contracts  have  also  been  made  for  the  iron  fastenings  and 
timber,  and  for  the  ballasting  and  laying  down  the  track,  at 
prices  considerably  below  the  estimated  cost;  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  ballasting,  and  delivery  of  the  fastenings,  have 
progressed  satisfactorily,  and  with  the  requisite  speed  ;  and 
ten  miles  in  length  of  the  wooden  structure  of  the  track  be- 
tween Harper's  Ferry  and  Hancock  have  been  already  laid 
down,  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  rails  and  their  fasten- 
ings. 

Sites  for  the  water  stations  throughout  the  whole  distance 
have  been  selected,  upon  favorable  terms.  The  superstruc- 
tures of  those  east  of  Hancock  are  in  a  forward  state,  and 
may  be  completed  before  the  Ist  of  January  next. 

The  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  materials  for  the  track 
were  made  v\'ith  the  intention  of  opening  the  road  to  Han- 
cock if  practicable,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  18i2, 
and  to  guard  against  contingencies  the  delivery  of  an  extra 
quantity  of  lumber  was  provided  for.  The  hope  of  accom- 
plishing so  important  an  object,  has  not  until  recently,  been 
abandoned.  It  has  been  di.^covered,  however,  thit  from  the 
inefficiency  of  some  of  the  contractors,  and  difficulties  of  pro- 
curing suitable  timber  experienced  by  others,  and  in  conse- 
quence also  of  the  extraordinary  drought  which  interrupted 
the  operations  of  the  saw  mills,  and  prevented  the  possibility 
of  rafting  upon  the  various  streams  and  rivers,  the  necessary 
supply  of  timber  will  not  be  furnished  during  the  present  sea- 
son. From  these  causes  and  the  unsuitableness  of  the  win- 
ter season  for  such  operations,  the  opening  of  the  road  to 
Hancock  may  be  postponed  until  the  month  of  May  next. 

The  causes  which  have  produced  this  delay  east  of  Han- 
cock, will  not  operate  west  of  that  point,  and  no  failure  in 
the  delivery  of  all  the  requisite  materials  within  the  period 
assigned  for  completing  the  work  to  Cumberlatid  is  appre- 
hended. 

Preparations  have  also  been  made,  and  upon  tevms  less 
than  the  cost  originally  estimated,  for  the  necessary  moving 
power,  and  for  the  construction  in  the  company's  shops  of 
the  machinery  which  will  be  required  for  the  operations  of 
the  road  from  Cumberland,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  these  will  be  all  provided  in  due  season. 


By  the  terms  of  all  the  contracts  for  laying  the  track  and 
for  materials  of  all  kinds  excepting  the  iron  rails,  and  a  few 
others  amounting  together  to  §55,000,  the  board  have  re- 
served the  option  of  making  payment  in  the  stock  orders  of 
the  company,  or  in  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore at  their  par  value. 

According  to  the  last  revised  estimate  made  on  the  4th 
inst.  and  based  upon  the  large  amount  of  work  already  done, 
and  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  contract  pirices  for  tho 
remainder,  the  cost  of  the  entire  work,  including  graduation, 
masonry,  bridging  (aid  railway,  water  stations,  right  of 
■way,  depots  and  machinery  of  all  kinds,  is  estimated  at  ^3,- 
335,856. 

This  last  revised  estimate  is  therefore  less  in  amount  than 
the  estimate  of  November  i4th,  18."9,  by  ^38,755; — and 
less  than  that  of  14th  February,  1838,  by  ^225,5  J4. 

The  estimate  of  the  14th  February,  1838,  formed  the 
basis  upon  which  the  instalments  upon  the  subscripiion  of 
$3,000,000,  by  the  city  of  Baltimore  were  demanded  and  in 
great  part  paid  ;  but  as  the  recent  estimate  of  the  -Ith  inst. 
contains  work  amounting  to  $95,000  more  than  was  inclu- 
ded either  in  the  estimate  of  February,  1838,  or  in  that  of 
November,  1839,  the  last  estimate  in  fact  falls  short  of  both 
those  of  an  earlier  date  by  §1,33,755,  and  $320,524,  respect- 
ively. 

The  resolutions  of  the  City  Councils  directing  the  Mayor 
to  subscribe  the  sum  of  $3,00(1,000  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  company  provided  that  the  whole  sum  should  be  ex- 
clusively applied  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work  in  an  un- 
broken line  from  Harper's  Ferry  ;  and  therefore  until  the 
whole  of  the  city's  subscription  should  be  exhausted  ;  it 
might  be  questioned  whether  the  board  were  authorized  to 
apply  any  other  part  of  their  resouixes  for  that  purpose. 

By  an  ordinance  subsequently  passed,  directing  the  May- 
or to  subscribe,  the  city  agreed  to  pay  the  amount  in  instal- 
ments of  not  more  than  #1,UOO,ijOi',  in  any  one  year.  Tha 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  city  was  to  pay  the  instalments 
in  money,  and  by  the  same  ordinance  the  Commissioners  of 
Finance  were  directed  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  city  the 
sum  of  money  necessary  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  instal- 
ments, and  a  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  was 
created,  and  a  provision  made  for  levying  the  necessarj'  tax 
to  pay  the  interest.  No  limit  was  prescrit)ed  at  which  tha 
stock  should  be  sold  ;  and  upon  the  demand  of  the  company, 
the  instalment  must  in  good  faith  have  been  paid  by  a  sale 
of  the  stock  upon  the  best  terms  that  could  be  obtained. 

To  comply  with  their  own  obligation,  and  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  of  Finance  to  perform  the  duly  prescribed  by 
these  ordinances,  the  city  councils  proceeded  to  levy  a  tax 
to  provide  for  the  interest  upon  the  loans,  thereby  clearly  in- 
dicating a  wish  and  intention  that  the  work  be  commenced 
and  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  despatch.  In  all  these  pro- 
ceedings, the  board  could  see  only  an  instruction  from  the 
city  authorities  to  act  without  delay.  The  immediate  prose- 
cution of  the  work  was  deemed  of  no  less  importance  by  the 
public  at  large,  every  day's  delay  being  considered  as  injuri- 
ous to  its  welfare,  and  tending  to  strengthen  the  rival  inter- 
ests of  other  communities.  Notwithstanding  the  liberality, 
in  amount,  of  the  city's  subscription,  however,  its  adaptation 
to  the  end  proposed  was  attended  with  many  difficulties. 

Thus  instructed  and  urged  forward,  the  board,  in  July, 
1839,  consented  to  enter  into  contracts  and  commence  the 
work,  upon  the  condition,  that  the  city  would  advance  in 
money — to  be  raised  by  aid  of  the  banks — the  sum  of  $5;j0,- 
000  in  part  of  her  subscription  ;  and  upon  arrangements  be- 
ing made  for  that  purpose,  the  road  was  commenced  and  vig- 
orously prosecuted. 

When  it  became  necessary  to  require  payment  from  the 
city  of  a  further  instalment,  which  must  have  been  raised  by 
the  sale  of  her  stock,  the  banks  south  of  New  York  had  sus- 
pended specie  payments — the  value  of  all  public  securities  at 
home  and  in  Europe  had  become  greatly  depressed,  and  the 
obligation  of  the  city  to  pay  in  money  could  only  have  been 
complied  with  at  a  considerable  sacrifice. 

Neither  the  city  authorities  nor  the  public  had  lost  any  of 
their  zeal  for  the  prompt  completion  of  the  road.  Indeed,  to 
the  city  and  the  community  liable  to  taxation,  it  had  acquirt^ 
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a  new  importance  from  the  fact  that  the  loan  of  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  already  obtained  from  tiie  banks  would  re- 
main a  burthen  and  dead  loss  until  the  vvorit  could  be  car- 
ried to  its  termination.  Under  these  circumstances,  a  sus- 
pension of  the  work  could  not  he  thought  of,  if  it  could  be 
possibly  avoided.  The  only  leiiitimate  resource  applicable 
to  this  part  of  the  road  was  the  city  subscription  ;  and  to  ap- 
ply this  with  the  lea?t  possible  loss,  became  an  imperative 
duty.  In  this  crisis,  to  relieve  the  city  authorities  from  the 
dilemma,  to  avoid  any  loss  upon  the  stock,  to  husband  their 
resources,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pusii  forward  the  work, 
the  board  resolved,  to  receive  from  the  city,  from  time  to  time, 
if  it  should  deem  it  exjiedient  for  its  purposes,  the  6  jiercent. 
stock  at  prn  in  payment  of  her  subscription.  They  also  pro- 
posed to  the  contractors  and  others  furnishing  the  company 
with  the  necessary  labor  and  materials,  to  receive  payment 
in  the  funded  debt  of  the  city,  at  par,  instead  of  money.  To 
this  they  consented,  provided  adequate  portions  of  the  stock 
should  be  so  divided  as  to  meet  their  purposes  in  distributing 
it  to  pay  the  laborers  and  me?t  demands  growing  out  of  their 
private  engagements.  To  efl'ect  this  end,  the  scheme  of  is- 
suing stock  orders  fundable  in  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  at  par, 
was  devised,  and  was  carried  into  effect  accordingly  ;  and  by 
these  means,  and,  to  some  extent,  by  the  direct  payment  of 
the  city  stock,  the  work  has  been  prosecuted — and  in  a  short- 
er time  than  even  the  most  sanguine  could  have  anticipated, 
— to  its  present  termination.  That  the  public  at  large  have 
derived  and  still  do  derive  great  benefU  from  these  stock  or- 
ders, which  the  circumstances  of  the  times  have  rendered  a 
circulating  medium,  will  be  admitted.  The  banks  having 
in  1839  for  the  second  time  in  two  years,  suspended  specie 
payments,  these  orders  have  supplied  the  necessary  purposes 
of  the  retail  trade,  of  so  much  importance  in  the  aggregate, 
with  an  easy  and  secure  currency,  and  at  the  same  time  mea- 
surably relieved  the  community  from  an  amount  of  tax,  which 
had  the  subscription  of  the  city  been  paid  in  money,  would 
have  been  imposed  upon  the  citizens.  And  it  is  no  more 
than  just  to  remark,  that  on  these  grounds  the  chief  advan- 
tage in  the  extensive  circulation  of  the  orders  must  result  to 
the  city  and  the  community  rather  than  to  the  company  is- 
suing them,  whose  original  design  and  purpose  would  have 
been  belter  answered  if  they  could  have  been  speedily  funded 
in  the  city  debt. 

Of  these  stock  orders,  of  all  denominations,  there  have 
ieen  issued  by  the  commissioners  of  stock  up  to  this  date 
the  sum  of  $1,419,051 — and  of  these,  $13,71  J  have  been 
funded.  For  the  entire  sum  so  issued,  city  stock  has  been 
transferred  to  the  commissioners  in  trust  for  the  holders  of 
-the  orders. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  in  the  minds  of  some,  an 
apprehension  is  entertained  that  this  amount  is  greater  than 
the  ordinary  demands  of  circulation  require,  and  appeals 
have  been  made  to  the  board  to  stop  any  further  issue,  or  to 
adopt  some  other  means  by  which  a  depreciation  in  their 
par  value  may  be  prevented. 

The  ultimate  security  of  the  orders,  based  as  they  are  upon 
the  stock  of  the  city,  cannot  be  questioned  ;  and  the  holders 
may  at  any  time  acquire  their  value,  and  six  per  cent,  in- 
terest thereon,  by  funding  them  in  the  stock  which  they  re- 
present. The  board,  however,  notwithstanding  the  impor- 
tance they  attach  to  the  prompt  completion  ot  the  railroad, 
now  so  far  advanced,  to  Cumberland,  and  their  just  claim 
upon  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all  interests  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  to  this  end,  are  not  insensible  to  the  obligation  of 
preventing  as  far  as  their  intervention  can  prevent,  any  de- 
preciation in  the  value  of  these  orders,  arising  from  any  ex- 
cessive issue. 

It  is  understood  that  the  regular  circulation  of  bank  paper, 
even  under  the  specie  standard,  was  not  much  short  of  $2,- 
30C,000,  and  that  from  various  causes,  it  is  now  reduced  to 
$1,000,000,  and  in  fact  for  purpo.ses  of  small  circulation,  the 
banks  can  do  nothing  whatever.  Indeed,  to  obviate  this  dif- 
ficulty the  board,  upon  the  special  application  of  the  City 
Councils,  were  induced  to  increase  their  circulation  by  the 
issue  of  orders  below  the  denomination  of  one  dollar. 

It  has  been  supposed  also  that  the  enlarged  trade  which 
has  been  brought  to  this  city  by  the  expenditure  on  account 


of  the  railroad,  would,  of  itself,  require  a  considerable  in- 
crease beyond  the  ordinary  circulation,  and  that  these  orders, 
safe  as  they  are  from  the  ordinary  casualties  attendant  upon 
irresponsible  paper  ;  might  be  advantageously  allowed  to  take 
the  place  of  the  various  indi\idual  issues  which  were  pre- 
viously in  circulation.  From  all  these  causes,  it  was  hoped, 
that  the  present  amount  might  be  paid  out  without  mate- 
rially, or  if  at  all  alFeciing  their  value  ;  and  at  all  times,  down 
even  to  the  present  period,  the  contractors  have  not  only 
becii  willing,  but  anxious  to  receive  even  more  than  it  has 
been  deemed  expedient  to  give  them. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  no  one  supposed  that  the  re- 
demption of  these  orders  in  money  forms  any  part  of  the 
company's  oiiligation.  Unlike  bank  paper  they  are  issues 
from  which  the  members  of  the  board  individually  derive  no 
profit  nor  any  pecuniary  advantage  whatsoever,  but  on  the 
contiary  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  must  share 
any  depieciation  in  their  par  value. 

They  were  issued  to  enable  the  City  of  Baltimore  to  pay 
her  subscription,  and  promptly  finish  the  work  to  Cumber- 
land, without  a  sacrifice  of  her  stock,  and  at  a  considerable 
saving  of  interest,  ar,d  consequent  exemption  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  taxation.  The  obligation  of  the  company  is  on 
the  face  of  the  orders ;  and  in  each  annual  repoit,  and  in  va- 
rious ways,  has  always  been  distinctly  announced;  to  fund 
them  in  city  stock  at  j)ar ;  with  the  additional  engagement 
to  receive  them  at  par  in  all  debts  due  to  the  company. 

These  promises  wiil  be  complied  with  in  good  faith  and 
to  the  fullest  extent;  and  though  the  orders  may  depreciate 
never  so  low,  the  company  will  continue  to  receive  them  at 
par.  Any  loss  which  may,  in  this  way,  be  sustained  by  the 
company,  it  is  not  doubted  will  be  cheerfully  borne  in  con- 
sideration of  the  vast  advantages  which,  by  the  early  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  will  be  conferred,  not  only  upon  the 
stockholders,  but  upon  every  citizen  of  this  community. 

If  the  board  could  now  incur  a  new  and  farther  obligation, 
never  at  any  time  contemplated,  and  undertake  to  redeem 
the  orders  in  money,  they  could  not  redeem  a  part  only  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  without  comprehending  the  whole;  and 
for  such  purpose  it  is  a|)parent  that  the  company  have  no 
means  at  their  disposal ;  neither  the  subscription  by  the  city 
nor  that  by  the  State,  under  existing  laws  and  ordinances, 
being  applicable  to  that  object.  Even  the  amount  of  interest 
upon  the  stock,  which  has  been  saved  by  the  issue,  has  ac- 
crued to  the  benefit  of  the  city  treasury,  and  not  to  the  com- 
pany. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  city  authorities,  these  orders 
are  receivable  in  payment  of  all  taxes  and  other  dues  to  the 
city,  which  are  understood  to  amount  annually  to  not  less 
than  $500,000.  The  revenue  of  the  Railroad  Company 
also  daily  amounts  to  upwards  of  $1,.500,  and  in  the  year 
to  upwards  of  $600,000. 

It  is  confidently  hoped  that,  by  limiting  the  amount  of 
the  issues,  even  if  the  present  sum  shall  by  any  be  deemed 
too  great,  an  amount  will  be  constantly  absorbed,  sufficient 
to  prevent  any  injurious  depreciation. 

The  board  have  come  to  the  determination  not  at  present 
to  increase  the  issue  of  the  stock  orders,  beyond  $1,500,000; 
and  in  future  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  city  authorities 
in  the  adoption  of  any  practicable  means  by  which  a  less 
amount  may  be  definitively  limited,  ind  thereafter  gradually 
reduced,  or  for  devising  other  means  to  sustain  the  value  of 
the  orders. 

If,  in  these  efforts  the  board  be  seconded, — as  they  have 
a  right  to  expect,  by  the  public  authorities,  and  other  insti- 
tutions, and  by  their  fellow-citizens  generally,  vi'hose  busi- 
ness and  prosperity  are  so  vitally  interested  in  the  great  en- 
terprise in  which  the  board  are  engaged,  they  do  not  doubt 
that  the  present  temporary  cause  of  uneasiness  will  subside 
and  the  orders  be  maintained  at  their  intrinsic  value. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  people  of  Baltimore  may 
do  much  to  sustain  or  depress  the  standard  of  these  orders, 
— to  quiet  or  spread  alarm, — without  regard  to  their  real 
value;  and  it  is  not  less  doubtful  that  efforts  which  may 
succeed  in  bringing  them  into  disrepute,  will  not  only  supply 
their  place  with  a  circulation  less  entitled  to  support,  and 
more  exposed  to  ultimate  loss,  but  will  also  seriously  retard 
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if  they  do  not  suspend  the  prosecution  of  a  work  upon 
which  the  trade  of  the  city  so  much  dejjcnds. 

It  will  be  at  once  perceived  tliat  to  enable  tlie  board  to 
carry  on  the  work,  and  continue  the  limitation  they  now 
propose  to  assign  to  the  amount  of  the  issue  of  orders,  and 
ultimately  to  reduce  the  circulation  within  a  still  more  nar- 
row limit,  the  application  of  the  resources  specially  appro- 
priated to  the  extension  of  the  work  from  Harper's  Ferry 
towards  Cumberland  must  be  cs:;entially  changed. 

This  great  work  has  hitherto  been  pushed  forward  by  the 
application  of  the  city  stock,  in  one  form  or  other,  at  par; 
while  most  of  the  other  principal  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment have  been  partially  or  altogether  suspended.  It  is  now 
within  less  than  a  twelvemonth, — and  at  a  comparatively  in- 
considerable expenditure — of  its  completion  to  Cumberland, 
and  within  seven  months  of  its  extension  to  Hancock,  and 
from  either  of  these  points,  it  is  to  yield  a  profit  upon  the  capi- 
tal, and  greatly  invigorate  the  trade  of  the  city.  Payment 
for  much  of  the  work  remaining  to  be  done,  and  for  mate- 
rials to  be  furnished  may  be  made  by  the  direct  application 
of  the  city  stock  at  its  par  value,  and  this  mode  as  far  as  it 
can  be  done  advantageously,  may  be  continued,  but  it  is  at 
the  same  time  obvious  that,  independently  of  this  resource, 
to  prevent  a  suspension  of  the  work  in  its  present  unfinish- 
ed state,  a  considerable  amount  of  current  funds  will  be 
needed. 

In  this  emergency  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  board  to 
continue  to  look  to  the  subscription  by  the  city  as  the  only 
resource;  not  merely  because  it  is  specially  pledged  and  ap- 
propriated to  this  part  of  the  work,  but  because  an  attempt 
to  make  sale  of  the  State  bonds  in  the  existing  crisis,  would 
be  hopeless,  unless  at  a  sacrifice  ruinous  to  the  company 
and  to  the  public.  While,  therefore,  the  board  will  hereafter, 
as  heretofore,  consult  the  convenience  of  the  city  authorities, 
by  continuing  to  receive  the  stock  at  par  in  such  amounts 
as  can  be  directly  applied  in  payment,  it  will  be  necessary, 
nevertheless,  to  require  in  money,  or  some  equivalent  to  it, 
such  further  instalments  as  may  be  required  to  prevent  a 
suspension  of  the  work. 

Nor  is  it  doubted  that  a  requisition  for  this  purpose  may 
be  made  of  the  city,  in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms 
as  will  reconcile  it  both  to  her  inclination  and  ability  to 
comply. 

It  appears  in  the  foregoing  report,  that  in  addition  to  the 
amount  of  interest  returned  to  her  treasury,  upon  the  stock 
represented  by  the  orders  and  not  funded,  the  city  has  claim- 
ed, and  been  allowed  to  share  in  the  dividends  of  profits 
earned  by  the  employment  of  the  old  capital,  and  by  the 
operations  of  the  present  road.  Her  share  of  the  dividend 
will  amount  to  §60,000,  and  with  the  interest  heretofore  re- 
turned, will  exceed  the  sum  of  $100,000.  By  these  means 
she  will  possess  the  present  ability  to  pay  in  money  an  in- 
stalment sufficient,  within  a  few  thousand  dollars,  to  com- 
plete the  unfinished  graduation,  masonry  and  bridging  to 
Cumberland. 

The  board  also  entertain  the  hope  that  the  amount  annu- 
ally collected  to  provide  for  interest  upon  her  subscription 
of  $3,000,000  but  which  will  not  be  required  for  that  purpose, 
may  be  conveniently  contributed  towards  the  payment  of 
such  further  instalments  in  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
finish  the  road. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

LOUIS  McLANE,  President. 

October  11^,1841. 

A. 
The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Compaiiy,  October  1, 

1841. 
Dn. 
Stock    in    the   Washington 

Branch  Road 

Cost   of   road    to   Harper's 

Ferry $3,465,048  79 

Real  Estate  and  Depots 266,156  86 

Locomotives,  Horses,  Mules, 

and    Harness,    Passenger 

and  burden  Cars 268,794  35 


$1,032,600  00 


4,000,000  00 


Cost  of  Road  west  of  Har- 
per's Ferry 

John  I.  Donaldson  and  Field- 
ing Lucas,  Jr.,  for  this 
amount  of  city  six  per 
cent,  stock,  placed  in  their 
hands  for  the  redemption 
of  the  stock  orders 

Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.,  Lon. 

Interest  on  State  bonds 

City  six  per  cent,  stock  on 
hand 

Bills  receivable 

Expenses  of  stock  certificates 
of  the  State,  to  be  refund- 
ed by  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  dis- 
bursing officers  

Cash  on  hand 


2,053,532  66 


Cn. 

Loan  at  six  per  cent,  for  the 

purpose  of  taking  stock  in 

the  Washington  Road. . . 

Stock. $4,000,000  00 

Less  instalments  unpaid. . . .  257  50 

Stock  orders  issued 

Due  the  Washington  Branch 
Road 

Loans  from  banks  on  city 
stock  on  account  of  the 
city  of  Baltimore 

Bills  payable — notes  for  in- 
surance on  Iron  from  Eng- 
land  

City  of  Baltimore 

State  of  Maryland  five  per 
cent,  sterling  bonds 

Premiums  on  sterling  bills. . 

Interest  on  city  slock 

Revenue 392,948  23 

Less  expenses,  repairs  and 

interest 319,705  68 


1,500,000  00 

3,181,052  59 

1,123  80 

242,616  48 
1,234  92 


1,711  40 

940  73 
240,445  75 

$12,260,258  33 


$1,000,000  00 

3,999,742  50 
1,408,051  33 

126,640  14 
219,148  00 


3,948  56 
2,219,979  69 

3,200,000  00 
2,588  79 
6,916  97 


173,242  55 
$12,260,258  33 


Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company, 
October  1,1841. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Secretary. 


Statement  of  the  Revenue  and  Expenses  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  on  account  of  the  Main 
Stem  of  the  Road,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1841. 

The  amount  received  for  the  transportation 
of  passengers  and  merchandise,  for  the 
year  ending  the  30th  of  Sept.  1841,  is. .      $391,069  S7 

And  the  expenses  for  the  same  period  are  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Expenses  of  transportation,  including  fuel, 
salaries  of  superintendent,  agents,  con- 
ductors, &c.  &c $107,207  64 

Repairs  of  the  road 69,095  44 

Carried  forward $176,303  08      $391,069  87 

f  To  this  amount  is  to  be  added  the  dividend  due  the 
Main  Stem  from  the  Washington  Branch  Road,  viz  .-$6 1,956, 
and  which  will  make  the  nett  revenue  $135,193  55. 
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Brought  forward    $176,303  08      $391,069  87 

Repairs  of  depots 5,485  82 

Eepairs  of  water  stations. . .  748  31 

Repairs  of  passenger  cars  . .  7,1 10  90 

Repairs  of  Iturden  cars 17,'?S3    17 

Repairs  of  locomotives 20,640  G4 

Repairs  of  bridges 584  35 

Construction  of  new  burden 

and  passenger  cars 9,766  16 

Construction   of  new  water 

stations  and  engine  houses; 

improvements  at  depots  at 

Mount    Clare,    Frederick, 

Harper's    Ferry    and    the 

city  blocks  ;  settlement  of 

an  old  claim  for  right  of 

way,  &c 11,850  23 

Dflke    and    incidental    ex- 
penses, including  salaries, 

house  rent,  &c 10,9GG  35 

Making 261,239  01 

Jlnd  showing  the  earninga  of  the  road  for 

the  year  to  be §129,830  86 

The  interest  paid  during  the 
year  on  account  of  the 
loan  created  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  the  Wash- 
ington Branch  Road, 
amounts  to 56,328  00 

And  the  dividend  to  be  re- 
ceived from  said  road. . . .         61,956  00 

The  difference  is 5,628  00 


Showing  the  nett  revenue  for  the  year  to  be      $135,458  86 

Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Oc- 
tober 1st,  1841. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Secretary. 


C. 

WAsamcTOS  Biianch  Railroad, 
October  1st,  1841. 

Dk. 

Cost  of  road,  real  estate,  engines  and  cars.   §1,652,463  25 
Cash  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers. . .  56  34 

Due  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. .        126,640  14 

$1,779,159  73 


Cr. 

Stock $1,650,000  00 

Annuity  at  5  per  cent 25,000  00 

Dividends  unpaid 8  00 

Revenue $231,700  53 

Less  state's  bo- 
nus, one-fifth 
of  receipts 
from  passen- 
gers      43,407  21 

Expenses,  Re- 
pairs and  In- 
terest        84,141   59 

$127,548  80 104,151  73 

$1,779,159  73 


D. 

Statement  of  the  lievetine  and  Expenses  of  the  JThshing- 
ton  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  for 
the  year  ending  the  uUth  of  September,  1841. 

The  amount  received  for  transportation  of 
passenaers  and  merchandize,  for  the  year 
ending  the  3. th  of  September,  1841,  IS..       $231,7C0  53 

And  the  expenses  for  the  same  period  are  as 
follow,  viz  : 

Bonus  to  the  State,  1-5  of 
the  receipts  from  passen- 
gers        $43,407  21 

Transportation,  including 
fuel,  salaries  of  the  ISuper- 
intendcnt.  Agents,  Con- 
ductors, &c.  &.C 30,905   17 

Repairs  of  the  Road 23,7i;6  48 

Repairs  of  depots  and  water 

stations 435  63 

Repairs  of  passenger  cars. .  4,487  76 

Repairs  of  burden  cars,...  4,592  37 

Repairs  of  Locomotives. .. .  7,972  91 

Interest    on     the     Elkridge 

Landing  Bridge  annuity.  750  00 

Office  and  incidental  expen- 
ses, including  house  rent, 
salaries,  &c 6,872  08 

Construction  of  tonnage  de- 
pot at  Washington, 2,153  70 

Construction  of  new  burden 

cars 1,100  00 

Settlement   of  old  claim  for 

right  of  vs'ay  and  damages  1,075  50 

Making 127,548  80 

Showing  the  nett  revenue  of  the  road  to  be      §104,151  73 


Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1841. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Secretary. 

Bait.  American, 


Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1841. 

J.  J.  ATKINSON,  Secretary. 


Something  for  Oi-iiit]io3ogis(s« 

We  were  yesterday  shown  one  of  the  most  singular  and 
outre  specimens  of  ornithology  which  we  ever  saw.  It  was 
a  bird  resembling  in  point  of  shape  and  color  of  plumage,  an 
owl.  The  face,  however,  had  an  animal  appearance,  and 
looked  much  like  that  of  a  baboon  ;  the  claws,  feet  and  legs 
too  were  foreign  to  the  usual  construction  of  those  of  an  owl, 
resembling  those  of  a  hen.  The  bird  was  shot  a  few  days 
ago  on  Petit's  Island. —  U.  S.  Gazette. 

There  is  now  in  Wilmington,  (N.  C.)  a  strange  bird  of 
the  owl  species,  which  was  disabled  by  a  shot  and  taken 
alive  on  the  sea  shore,  about  eight  miles  from  town.  No  one 
about  here  has  ever  seen  an  owl  of  the  kind,  nor  does  Au- 
dubon in  his  ornithological  work  give  any  account  of  such. 
Its  face,  like  the  one  spoken  of  above,  strikingly  resembles 
that  of  a  baboon,  and  its  feet  and  legs  have  no  feathers  like 
our  common  owls,  but  have  a  few  hairs  only,  and  are  in  ap- 
pearance very  much  like  hens  feet.  Its  back  and  the  up- 
per part  of  its  wings  arc  grey,  spotted  with  white,  the  breast 
yellow,  the  face  and  under  portion  of  the  wings  of  a  dirty 
white. —  Jf'ilmingtoii  ( N.  C.J  Chronicle. 


Snnkcs* 

The  editor  of  the  Concordia  (Louisiana)  Intelligencer 
says  :  "  Louisiana  is  a  delightful  country,  but  very  snaky. 
Our  office  and  sleeping  room  are  so  near  to,  that  they  may 
be  said  to  be  inside  of  a  cotton  field.  Every  night  on  going 
to  rest  we  have  to  shake  the  snakes  out  of  the  bed  ;  we  con- 
sider it  amusement  to  kill  three  or  four  before  getting  to 
sleep.  What  makes  us  write  about  snakes  is  that  we  have 
just  been  disturbed  by  a  long  garter  crawling  over  the  table, 
making  rather  free  with  our  newspapers.  We  have  an  idea 
of  setting  up  a  snake  museum." 
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TIiB  'Western  Railroad  AcciJcnt. 

The  Wcstficltj  ( Mass.}  Spectator,  published  in  the  vicinily 
of  the  disaster,  says: 

"The  accident  took  phice  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, 7  n;iles  west  of  this  place,  in  a  deep  stone  cut,  so  cir- 
cuitous as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  engineer  to  see 
ahead  but  a  few  rods.  The  road  had  just  been  completed 
through  t^he  summit,  and  the  regulations  of  the  cars  were 
not  perfectly  established,  l^he  train  from  the  east  arrived  j 
here  at  the  usual  hour,  fifiecn  minutes  past  12  o'clock,  where  ' 
it  was  expected  the  train  from  the  west  would  meet  it,  and 
after  wailing  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  passed  on,  causing 
the  sad  result  which  we  have  to  coiiununicate.  j 

"  Both  trains  were  under  the  greatest  speed  when  the  con- 
cussion took  place — j.)inl!y  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  sixty  j 
miles  per  hour — the  western  train,  from  the  advantage  of 
the  grade  under  much  the  greatest  speed,  escaping  with  the 
least  injury.     The  engines  of  both  trains  and  the  tenders, 
with  the  passenger  cars  immediately  attached  to  them,  were 
thrown  into  a  total  mass  of  ruins.     Of  the  passenger  car 
attached  to  the  engine  of  the  train  proceeding  west,  not  a 
vestige  was  left  upon  the  wheels  but  the  heavy  timbered  ' 
frame  work,  the  whole  body  being  shattered  into  atoms  leav-  I 
ing  nothing  except  the  tin  roof  and  the  window  frame?  of  i 
the  sides,  which  were  separated   and   thrown   several   fret  ! 
ahead  of  the  running  part  of  the  carriage.     All  the  passen- , 
ger  cars  were  considerably  injured,  the  rear  ones  most  for- 1 
tunately  escaping  total  destruction.  j 

"It  would  seem  from  the  inextricable  juxtaposition  into  ' 
which  the  cars  were  thrown,  that  not  a  passenger  could  have 
escaped  with  his  life.  But,  most  miraculously,  not  a  life 
was  lost,  though  some  l."?  or  20  were  dragged  from  the  ruins 
in  a  most  horribly  mutilated  condition — the  number  receiv- 
ing more  or  less  injury  amounting,  we  should  judge  to  about 
40 — the  whole  number  of  passengers  probably  rising  100, 

"  But  the  most  distressing  and  heart-rending  scene  was  ex- 
hibited at  the  depot  of  this  place,  where  the  wounded  were 
mostly  brought  for  attendance.  As  the  baggage  car  contain-  I 
ing  the  bodies  of  the  wounded  came  rodin?  silently  along,! 
propelled  by  no  other  power  than  that  of  a  few  men,  a  death-  | 
like  stillness  pervaded  the  crowd  of  spectators  which  had  i 
assembled  to  witness  the  scene.  To  witness  the  bleeding,  | 
groaning  and  agonizing  suBcrers,  was  indeed  a  melancholy  ' 
spectacle — one  which  we  hope  to  be  spared  witnessing  again,  t 
We  give  below  the  names  of  those  who  were  seriously,  | 
considerably,  and  slightly  injured,  so  far  as  we  were  enabled  ; 
to  procure  them. 

"  Mr.  Edwin  Brewer  of  this  town,  a  most  worthy  citizen, ' 
so  seriously  that  his  life  is  despaired  of — his  lower  limbs 
most  seriously  fractured  and  his  stomach  and  lungs  so  much 
injured  as  to  cause  a  severe  hemorrhage  of  blood.  He  was 
conversing  with  Mr.  ]?oot,  the  postmaster  of  this  place,  who 
was  accompanying  hiui  to  Pittsfield,  and  probably  escaped 
the  same  fate  by  jumping  from  the  cars — receiving  only  a 
slight  injury. 

"  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Clark,  of  Boston,  considerably  injured 
— Mr.  Clark  was  chaplain  to  the  State  Senate  last  winter. 

"  Rev.  Charles  Lee,  of  Lowell,  not  seriously — a  gentleman 
of  considerable  notoriety  as  an  abolitionist  in  this  State. 

"  A  Rev.  Air.  Horton,  from  Rhode  Island,  considerably. 

"  .Mr.  Rufus  S.  Payne,  of  West  Springfield,  Ireland  Parish, 
badlj'  injured. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Porter,  of  Boston,  not  seriously. 

"  Col.  H   Chapin,  of  Springfield,  not  seriously. 

"  A  Mr.  Boyd,  of  Portland,  Me.  seriously.  i 

"Mrs.  William  Blcodgood,  of  Albany,  with  a  family  of 
six  children,  quite  seriously  injured.  She  is  a  near  relative  \ 
of  Major  Whistler,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  road. 

"  John  Remington,  of  Becket,  Mass.  seriously. 

"  Shem  Loomis,  of  Southwick,  considerably. 

"A  Mr.  Watson,  of  Blanfoid,  seriously. 

"  Mr.  Warren,  conductor  of  the  train  proceeding  east,  died 
about  8  o'clock  this  morning. 

"  J.  Gordon  Blake,  a  lad  of  Boston,  seriously. 

"  There  were  three  or  four  lads  and  four  or  five  ladies  se- 
verely injured,  and  two  or  three  firemen  or  engineers. 


"  One  female  was  severely  scnided  on  the  hand,  and  other- 
wise severely  injured.  We  believe  that  from  six  to  eight 
of  the  sufierers  must  die  from  the  injury  received  by  the 
concussion. 

"  LTpon  whom  falls  the  blame  we  arc  unable  to  say— 
whether  upon  the  directors  or  the  conductors  of  the  train. 
The  conductor,  Mr.  Moore,  avers  that  he  obeyed  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  directors:  if  so  the  public  should  not  hold  him 
amenable.  The  train  of  which  he  had  charge  waited  here, 
which  was  the  place  for  the  trains  to  meet,  twenty  minutes, 
and  then  proceed  on.  The  conductor  of  the  train  proceed- 
ing east  arrived  at  Chester  Village  Depot,  and  waited  ten 
minutes,  when  it  left.  Both  conductors  acted  in  accordance 
with  their  instructions ;  the  result  is  such  as  we  have  pre- 
sented.'' 

A  private  letter  from  W^estficld,  dated  on  Friday  says  J 
"  Of  the  forty  persons  said  to  be  injured,  three  arc  dead — a 
Mr.  Brewer,  Mr.  Warren,  the  conductor,  and  a  child  of  Mrs. 
Bloodgood.  There  is  another  child  of  Mrs.  B.  that  will  pro-- 
bably  die,  and  a  third  one  very  dangerously  hurt." 


Great  Sioriii  at  Vtica. 


This  city  and  its  vicinity  were  yesterday  (Friday)  visited 
by  the  most  severe  and  extraordinary  hail  storm  I  ever  wit- 
nessed, or  that  has  occurred  here  at  any  time  within  the  re- 
collection of  the  primitive  settlers  of  the  city.  Indications 
of  a  severe  shower  began  to  exhibit  themselves  from  the 
east  between  2  ar.d  3  P.  M.,  and  in  the  space  of  half  an 
hour  the  entire  horiz rm  changed  its  complexion,  from  bril- 
liant sunshine  to  the  darkness  of  the  blackest  thunder  cloud. 
After  a  preliminary  Hash  of  lightning  or  two,  "  the  windows 
of  heaven  opened,"  and  then  descended  such  a  fall  of  hail 
as  was  indeed  serious  to  look  upon.  Not  a  stone  fell  that 
was  not  as  large  as  an  ordinary  hickory  nut,  and  but  few 
exceeded  the  size.  The  almost  perfect  uniformity  of  their 
size  was  the  greatest  wonder  about  the  storm  ;  yet  the  tre- 
mendousness  of  the  fall  was  almost  frightful.  There  was 
but  little  wind  at  the  time,  fortunately,  or  not  an  unprotect- 
ed pane  of  glass  would  have  been  left  in  the  eastern  win- 
dows of  a  single  house  in  the  city.  In  perhaps  five  minutes 
the  fall  abated,  the  wind  chopped  round  to  the  north,  and 
the  hail  lay  on  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  tv.  o  or  three 
inches.  Presently,  however,  the  storm  i;esumed  its  fury,  and 
the  north  pelted  us  quite  as  fiercely  as  the  east  had,  and  for 
thrice  the  length  of  time — leaving  on  the  ground  three  or 
four  inches  of  hail.  In  the  course  of  some  twenty  minutes, 
however,  the  hail  gave  way  to  rain,  which  continued  falling 
an  hour  or  more,  melting  and  sweeping  nway  the  remains  of 
the  ic}"^  visitation.  A  \ast  quantity,  however,  still  remains 
on  the  ground,  with  a  prospect  of  more  rain. — A*.  Y.  i?/?/. 


CliJcago. 

The  wheat  trade  which  concentrates  at  Chicago  is  steadily 
increasing  in  importance.  The  American,  of  that  city, 
speaking  of  the  number  of  wagons  laden  with  wheat  which 
are  arriving  there  from  the  interior,  says : 

Teams  a  short  time  since  came  from  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  which  we  thought  of  itself  was 
doing  very  well.  Soon  after,  we  found  to  our  great  amaze- 
ment that  th^y  were  coming  in  from  a  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles,  and  they  now  come  in  from  sections  of  country 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  oil",  and  bearing  south,  south-east, 
and  south-west.  This  absolutely  makes  us  the  market  at 
this  very  lime  of  about  one-half  the  State  of  Illinoi.s  a  large 
portion  of  Indiana,  and  a  very  considerable  part  of  Wis- 
consin. 


R:iO{lc  Island  Coal. 


We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  coal  obtained  from  the  mine 
near  the  north  end  of  this  island  improves  in  quality  as  the 
excavation  proceeds,  and  that  the  quan;ily  raised  is  sufficient 
to  supply  a  moderate  demand.  Another  company,  we  are 
pleased  to  hear,  is  about  to  commence  the  mining  operations 
somewhere  in  the  neighhorhood  of  the  mine  now  open.  We 
earnestly  hope  that  all  concerned  in  the  business  may  meet 
with  go  d  success. — Rhode  Ishmdcr, 
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A  SUMMARY  STATE33EWT 


Of  the  qnantiiij  and  value  of  goods,  xvarcs,  and  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce,  and  riatn/fdcfure  of  foreign 
countries,  exported  from  the  United  States,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  18J9,  and  ending  on  the  oi.Hh 
duij  of  Sept.,  1840. 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


JtEnCIIAXmSE  FREE  OF  DUTT. 

Brimstone  and  sulphur 

Bark  of  the  cork  tree ; 

Eags  of  any  kind  of  cloth 

Undressed  furs  of  all  kinds 

H  ides,  raw 

Barilla 

Wood,  d3'e 

Unmanufactured  mahoga- 
ny and  other 

Animals,  other  than  for  breed. . . . 

Tin,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In  plates  and  sheets 

Copper,  in  pigs  and  bars 

In    plites    suited    to   the 
sheathing  of  ships .... 
Old,    fit    only   to    be   re- 
manufactured  

Bullion,  silver 

Specie,  gold 

Silver 

Teas,  orig'lly  imp'd  from  China  lbs. 

Coffee " 

Cocoa " 

Fruits,  Almonds " 

Currants " 

Prunes " 

Figs " 

Raisins,  Muscatel " 

Other " 

Spices,  mace " 

Nutmegs " 

Cinnamon " 

Cloves ■' 

Black  pepper " 

Pimento " 

('assia " 

Ginger " 

Camphor " 

Silks,  other  than  India — lace  veils, 

sliawls,  shades,  <fcc 

Other  manufacttires  of  ... . 

Manufactures  of  silk  and  worsted. 

Camlets  of  goat's  or  camel's  hair. 

Worsted  stuff  goods 

Linens,  bleached  and  unbleached. 

Ticklcnburgs,  osnaburgs,  and  bur- 
laps   

Sheeting,  brown  and  white 

Bolting  cloth 

Quicksilver 

Opium 

Crude  saltpetre 

All  other  articles 

Total 


MEUCHANDISR  PAYING    DUTIES 
AU    VALOIIEM. 

Manufactures  of  wool — 

Cloths  and  cassi meres 

Merino  shawls  of  wool 


Quantity. 


3,120,692 

8,098,334 

1,613,202 

87,333 

19,49.5 

2.3,747 

85,52 1 

630,728 

87,204 

2,S92 

2,528 

14,703 

43,-589 

2,869,540 

1,096,719 

142,063 

5,874 

38,918 


Value. 


$461 

2,000 

210 

53,962 

406,234 

2,4  5 1 

.504,707 

64,176 
200 
16,168 
15,236 
32,390 

37,652 

7,952 

47,689 

1,468,300 

4,605,952 

1,358,044 

930,398 

146,901 

13,236 

2,466 

2,585 

2,910 

47,283 

3,G41 

3,337 

2,398 

19,835 

9,834 

216,430 

57,348 

17,842 

401 

39,490 

25,.550 
292,270 

24,994 

54,1.34 

351,685 

22,833  I 

139,366 

3,050 

10,902 

12,658 

14,040 

1,172,919 


$12,384,503 


266,571 
36,048 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Blankets,  not  above  seventy-five 

cents  ea  h 

Above  seventy-five  cents 

each 

Hosiery,  gloves,  niits  and  bindings 

Other  manufactures  of  wool 

Woollen  yarn pounds 

Worsted  yarn 

Manufactures  of  cotton — 

Dved,  printed,  or  colored 

White 

Hosiery,  gloves,  niits  and  binding; 

Twist,  yarn,  or  thread 

Nankeens,  direct  from  China  .... 
Other  manufactures  of  cotton. . . . 
Silks  from  India,  China,  &c. — 

Piece  goods 

Hosieiy,  gloves,  mits  and  bindings 

Sewing  silk 

Other  manufactures  of  silk 

Silk,  sewing,  from  other  places. . . 

I. ace,  thread,  and  cotton 

Flaxen  goods — dyed  and  colored 

linen  checks,  &c 

Other  manufactures  of  flax 

Hempen  goods — sail  duck 

Other  manufactures  of  hemp  .... 
Hats  and  bonnets — 

Legh-orn,  chip,  straw,  &c 

Fur,  wool,  and  leather 

Manufactures  of  iron  and  steel — 

Side  arms 

Fire  arms,  not  specified 

Vices 

Scythes 

Spades  and  shovels 

Other  articles  

Manufactures  of  Copper 

Brass 

Wood — cabinet  ware 

Other  articles 

Leather 

Marble 

Gold  and  silver,   precious  stones, 

set  or  otherwise 

Watches,  and  parts  of 

Glass  ware,  cut  and  not  specified, 

paying oO  percent.,  and  3  cents 

per  lb lbs. 

Plain  and  other,  paying  20  per 

cent,  and  2  cents  per  lb " 

Other  articles  of  glass,  paying   a 

duty  of  'JO  per  cent 

Wares — China  and  porcelain  .... 

Earthen  and  stone 

Plated,  not  specified  .... 

Gilt 

Japanned  

Saddlery — common  tinned  and  ja- 
panned   

Plated  brass  and  polisli- 

cd  steel 

Carriages,  and  parts  of. 

Slates  of  all  kinds 


Quantity. 


120 


3,262 
4,990 


Value. 


?G53 

27,445 

7,368 

9,098 

180 

4,088 

838,553 

183,468 

1.3,632 

53,030 

5,630 

9,176 

649,323 

2,775 

775 

955 

40,834 
18,144 

72,669 
1,112 

62,383 
1,765 

70,815 
922 

1,104 

7,078 

9 

108 

43 

60,866 

514 

3,984 

1,925 

2,418 

14,168 

583 

16,336 
6,628 


698 

305 

13,436 

1,727 

62,027 

280 

3,574 

336 

375 

1,838 
250 
510 
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TA15i:^"K  COJVTI5JUED. 


SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Quills  prepared 

Paper  hangings 

Hair-cloth  and  hair  seating .... 

Brushes  of  all  kinds 

Raw  silk 

Indigo pounds. 

Wool  unmanufactured,  exceeding 
eight  cents  per  pound,  .pounds. 

Value  of  merchandise  not  enume- 
rated, at  5  p.  c. 
Do  do  12    do 

Do  do  12^  do 

Do  do  15    do 

Do  do  25    do 

Do  do  30    do 

Do  do  50    do 

Total 

m?;hcuandise  paying  specific 

DUTIES. 

Flannels sq.yds. 

Carpeting,  ingr'd  and  Venetian  " 
Oil   cloth,   other  than   patent 

floorcloth " 

Cotton  bagging " 

Wines,  Madeira,  in  casks  and  bot- 
tles  gals. 

Sherry,  in   casks  and 

bottles " 

Sicily,    in    casks  and 

bottles " 

RedjOf  France,  in  casks  " 
Other  of  France,    in 

casks " 

Of  France,  in  bottles 

and  cases " 

Red,  of  Spain  and  Aus- 
tria, in  casks " 

Other  of  Spain,  Aus- 
tria, Germany,  and 
the  Medit'n,  in  casks  " 
Of  other  countries,  in 

casks " 

In  bottles " 

Spirits,  from  grain " 

From  other  materials. .   " 

Molasses " 

Vinegar " 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  in  casks.   " 
In  bottles  " 

Oil,  spermaceti " 

Whale,  and  other  fish  ..." 

Olive " 

Castor " 

Linseed , " 

Teas,  from  other  places  than 

China lbs. 

Chocolate " 

Sugar,  brown " 

White  clayed  or  pow- 
dered     " 

Loaf " 

Candles,  wax  and  spermaceti .  " 
Tallow " 


Quantity. 


132,048 

85,528 


Value. 


$515 

1,332 

563 

182 
200,239 
179,210 

26,246 

2,928 

708 

589 

190,323 

73,329 

3,828 

13,205 


§3,271,728 


18,039 
128 

§12,-554 
260 

570 
66,010 

210 
7,687 

6,418 

10,062 

7,169 

11,506 

1,449 
24,656 

555 

8,757 

66,322 

29,395 

42,940 

42,987 

19,609 

6,549 

19,056 


6,434 


70,264 

50,055 

5,874 

5,304 

17,596 

11,166 

167,104 

133,227 

188,078 

49,530 

4,234 

1,235 

350 

100 

2,154 

1,970 

160 

170 

2,151 

838 

4,010 

3,863 

1,233 

1,869 

26,864 

17,776 

2,804 

1,822 

550 

58 

9,790,704 

552,528 

9,081,640 

799,518 

74,674 

5,325 

412 

210 

119,832 

15,600 

SPECIES  OF  MDZE. 


Cheese lbs, 

Soap " 

Tallow " 

Beef  and  pork " 

Saltpetre " 

Epsom  salts " 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  snulT.  " 

C  igars M. 

Other  than  snufFand  cigars.,  lbs, 

Cotton " 

Bristles " 

Ochre,  dry " 

Red  and  white  lend " 

Lead,  pig,  bar  and  sheet " 

Cordage,  cables,  and  tarred. . .   " 
Untarred,  and  yarn  .   " 

Twine,  packthread,  &:c " 

Corks " 

Copper  nails  and  spikes " 

Fire-arms,  muskets No. 

Rifles " 

Iron  nails lbs. 

Cables  and  chains,  &c " 

Anvils " 

Castings,  other  than  vessels  . .   " 
Round  iron,  as  braziers'  rods, 

&c " 

Sheet  and  hoop " 

Old  and  scrap. cwt. 

Bar,  manufactured  by  rolling  .   " 
otherwise  " 

Steel " 

Salt bush. 

Coal " 

Paper,  folio  and  quarto  post . .  lbs. 
Foolscap,  drawing,  and 

writing " 

Sheathing,  binders',  &c.  " 

All  other « 

Books,  printed   in    other  lan- 
guages than  English,  Latin, 

and  Greek vols. 

All  other,  bound lbs. 

Perfumery  and  fancy  vials,  not 

above  4  oz.  each gross. 

Demijohns No. 

Bottles,  black,  not  above  one 

quart gross. 

Exceeding  one  quart    " 
Window  glass,  not  above  8  by  10 

inches 100  sq.ft. 

Above   8  by   10,  and  not 

above  10  by  12  inches  .  " 
Above  10  by  12  inches. . .  " 
Fish,  dried  or  smoked  . .  .quintals. 

Salmon barrels. 

Another " 

Shoes,    leather,     kid,     and     mo- 
rocco   pairs. 


Quantity. 


Total  value  of  merchandise 

ing  specific  duties 

Do.  ad  valorem  duties 

Do.  free  of  duty. 


pay- 


Total  value. 


581 


63 

81 


400 

19 

1,138 

192 


Value. 


56,282 

$5,840' 

9,814 

522 

494,223 

47,168 

383,372 

10,562 

584,886 

34,816 

450 

18 

545 

143 

4,092 

57,346 

1,976 

237 

2,632,914 

212,589 

1,280 

1,720 

15,480 

309 

58,575 

4,230 

769,085 

34,090 

1,358,174 

98,747 

86,567 

.5,240 

18,182 

2,021: 

6 

3 

1,597 

366 

7,252 

23,324 

30 

377 

17,345 

1,584 

1,104 

104 

1,070 

91 

181,644 

8,02i 

8,840 

260 

194,272 

6,84  I 

604 

2,157 

7,858 

26,603 

4,1.33 

1 7,544 

4,531 

3.3,961 

31,999 

11,525 

152,987 

38,437 

718 

300 

172,813 

25,591 

39,857 

6,734 

2,632 

760 

2,419 

4,679 

616 

1,024 

36 

673 

16,658 

8,277- 

2,74S- 


340 
541 

190 

1,202 

282 

4,740' 

80 


$2,534,081 

$3,271,728 

S12,384,503 


$18,190,312 


Tbeasuhx  Departmekt,  Reffiater'a  Office,  May  31,  1841. 
Vol.  v.— 32 


T.  L,  SMITH,  Register. 
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Suiuxuary  Statement 

Of  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  groxuth,  produce,  and  \ 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  com-  j 
viencing  on  the  \st  day  of  October,  1839,  and  ending  \ 
on  the  Mth  dai/  of  ISeptember,  1840. 


THE  SEA. 

Fisheries — 

Dried  fish,  or  coJ  fisheries  . . . 

Pickled  fish,  or  river  fisheries, 
(herring,  shad,  salmon  and 
niaclcerel) 

Whale  and  other  fish  oil ... . 

Spermaceti  oil 

Whalebone 


$541,053 


179,106 

1,404,984 

430,490 

SI  0,^79 


Spermaceti  candles, 332,353 

. $3,198,370 

THE  FORT ST. 

Skins  and  furs $1,237,789 

Ginseng 22,728 

Products  of  wood  — 

Staves,  shingles,  boards,  hewn 

timber $1,801,049 

Other  lumber 270.933 

Masts  and  spars 29,049 

Oak  bark,  and  other  dye 2  29,510 

All  manufactures  of  wood. . .         596,305      , 
IV aval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin, 

and  turpentine 602,529 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 533,193 


Spirits  from  grain,  beer,  ale,  and 

porter 1 28,330 

Snuff  and  tobacco 813,671 

Lead 39,687 

Linseed  oil,  and  spirits  of  turpentine  63,348 

Cordage 43,510 

Iron — pig,  bar,  and  nails 147,397 

Castings 115,664 

All  manufactures  of. 841,394 

Spirits  from  molasses —  283,707 

Sugar,  refined 1,214,658 

Chocolate 2,048 

Gunpowder 1 17,347 

Copper  and  brass 86,954 

Medicinal  drugs 122,387 

Cotton  piece  goods  — 

Printed  and  colored 

White 

Nankeens 

Twist,  yarn,  and  thread. . . 
All  other  manufactures  of  . 


4,062,565 
$5,323,085 


AGHirULTURi:. 

Product  of  animals — 

Beef,    tallow,    hides,    horned 

cattle $623,373 

Butter  and  cheese 210,749 

Pork,  (pickled,)   bacon,  lard, 

live  hogs 1,89  4,894 

Horses  and  mules 246,320 

Sheep 30,698 


Vegetable  food — 

Wheat 

Flour 

Indian  corn 

Indian  meal 

Rye  meal 

Rye,   oats,    and    other 

grain  and  pulse 

Biscuit,  or  ship-bread  . . 

Potatoes 

Apples , 

Rice 


$3,006,034 


small 


$1,635,483 

10,143,615 

338,333 

705,183 

170,931 

113,393 

428,988 

54,524 

55,131 

1,942,076 


15,587,657 


Tobacco 

Cotton 

All  other  agricultural  products  — 

Flaxseed 

Hops 

Brown  sugar 

Indigo 


$18,593,691 
.  9,883,957 
.   63,870,307 


SI  20,000 
11,235 
45,940 

209 


$5,279,317 


Flax  and  hemp — 

Cloth  and  thread 

Bags  and  manufactures  of  . . 

Wearing  apparel 

Combs  and  buttons 

B  rushes 

Billiard  tables  and  apparatus  ..... 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Leather  and  morocco  skins  not  sold 
per  pound 

Printing  presses  and  type 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus 

Musical  instruments 

Books  and  maps 

Paper  and  stationery , . 

Paints  and  varnish 

Vinegar 

Earthen  and  stone  ware 

Manufactures  of  glass 

-    .      Tin 

Pewter  and  lead. 

Marble  and  stone 

Gold    and    silver, 

and  gold  leaf. . 

Gold  and  silver  coin 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewellery  . . . 

Molasses 

Trunks.... 

Brick  and  lime 

Domestic  salt 

Articles  not  enumerated —    - 

Manufactured. . .  .> 

Other  articles 


$398,977 

2,925,257 

1,200 

31,445 

192,728 

$3,549,607 

7.114 

1,128 

152,055 

40,299 

12,263 

2,471 

9,654f 

19,557 
17,105 

6,317 
12,199 
29,632 
76,957 
34,631- 

6,401 
10,959 
56,68& 

7,501 
15,296 
35,794 

1,965 

2,235,073 

9,479 

9,775 

6,607 

16,949 

42,246 


6,425,722 


403.496 
740,305 
1,143,801 


113,895,634 


$177,384 


MAKClACTCniiS. 


Soap,  and  tallow  candles $451 ,995 


Ijcather,  boots  and  shoes 

Household  furniture 

Coaches  and  otlier  carriages 

Hats 

Saddlcrv 

Wax..'. 


214,360 
295,844 

74,416 
103,398 

59,517 
$59,685 


TnEASURT  DEPAHTMETfT, 

Begister's  Office,  June  8,  1841. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


Another  Antliracite  Furnace*  ' 

The  Crane  Iron  Company  have  commenced  the  erection 
of  another  Anthracite  Furnace  in  the  vicinity  of  their  pre- 
sent works  on  the  Lehigh,  near  Allentown.  The  new  fur- 
nace will  be  completed  by  about  the  middle  of  November, 
next.  We  arc  gratified  to  learn  that  the  success  of  the  fur- 
nace erected  last  year,  has  proved  so  satisfactory  that  the 
proprietors  have  determined  to  increase  their  operations. 
Every  enterprise  of  this  kind  will  aid  in  bringing  into  ope- 
ration two  of  the  greatest  staples  of  Pennsylvania,  Coal  and 
Iron. — Pfuladclpliia  Commercial  List. 
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Chronology  and  Statistics  of  Tobacco. 


BT    JOEL    MUNSELt. 


The  whole  world,  within  the  space  of  about  three  centu- 
ries, have  become  chcwers,  smokers  and  snuflers.  The  Chi- 
nese chews  and  smokes  his  opium,  the  East-Indian  his  betel, 
and  tlie  European  and  American  their  tobacco.  Against 
these  practices  it  is  useless  to  declaim.  It  was  in  vain  tiiat 
the  Parliament  of  England  discouraged  the  fd^rant  delit 
of  smoking;  in  vain  did  James  I.  assure  his  subjects  that  the 
custom  was  "  loathsome  to  the  eye,  hateful  to  the  nose,  harm- 
ful to  the  brain,  dangerous  to  the  lungs  and  in  the  black 
stinking  fume  thereof,  nearest  resembling  the  horrible  Sty- 
gian smoke  of  the  pit  that  is  bottomless."  The  strong  arm 
of  the  law  opposed  it;  the  priest  and  the  physician,  the  mo- 
ralist and  the  philanthropist  arrayed  themselves  against  it ; 
all  to  no  purpose.  Opposition  only  served  to  make  prose- 
lytes, and  the  custom  has  spread  far  and  wide  under  perse- 
cution, till  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  globe  its  fumes  arise 
constantly  to  the  atmosphere,  and  it  is  at  this  moment,  per- 
haps, the  most  general  luxury  in  existence.  In  the  city  of 
New  York  alone,  the  consumption  of  cigars  is  computed  at 
ten  thousand  dollars  a  day — a  sum  greater  than  that  which 
its  inhabitants  pay  for  their  daily  bread  ;  and  in  the  whole 
country  the  annual  consumption  of  tobacco  is  estimated  at 
otie  hundred  million  pounds,  being  seven  pounds  to  every 
raan,  woman  and  child,  at  an  annual  cost  to  the  consumsr, 
of  tiventij  millions  of  dollars  ! 

It  may  be  curious  to  mark  by  what  gradations  the  use  of 
tobacco  has  reached  this  grand  crisis.  The  subject  attracted 
the  attention  of  Prof.  Beckmann  of  Gottingen,  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  who  took  great  pains  to  ascertain 
the  dates  of  its  introduction  into  the  different  countries  of 
Europe,  and  from  whose  work  some  of  the  following  items 
are  gathered.  He  conjectures  that  even  before  the  discovery 
of  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  globe,  a  sort  of  tobacco  was 
smoked  in  Asia ;  and  this  opinion  was  also  entertained  by 
the  celebrated  traveller,  M.  Pallas,  who  says  that,  "  Among 
the  Chinese,  and  among  the  Mogol  tribes  who  had  the  most 
intercourse  with  them,  the  custom  of  smoking  is  so  general, 
so  frequent,  and  become  so  indispensable  a  luxury  ;  the  to- 
bacco purse  affixed  to  their  belt  so  necessarj'  an  article  of 
dress  ;  the  form  of  the  pipes,  from  which  the  Dutch  seem  to 
have  taken  the  mode!  of  thcir's  as  original ;  and,  lastly,  the 
preparation  of  the  yellow  leaves,  which  are  merely  rubbed  to 
pieces  and  then  put  into  the  pipe,  so  peculiar,  that  we  can- 
not possibly  derive  all  this  by  the  way  of  Europe  from  Ame- 
rica, especially  as  India,  where  the  habit  of  smoking  tobacco 
is  not  so  general,  intervenes  between  Persia  and  China."  It 
may  be  too  late  now  to  investigate  the  subject,  even  if  it 
should  be  considered  worth  the  trouble.  But  there  is  one 
more  important  confirmation  of  Prof.  Beckmann's  conjec- 
ture to  be  adduced  from  UUoa's  Voi/a^e  to  Jlmenca,  who 
says:  "It  is  not  probable  that  the  Europeans  learned  the 
use  of  tobacco  from  America ;  for  as  it  is  very  ancient  in  the 
eastern  countries,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  the  knowledge 
of  it  came  to  Europe  from  those  regions  by  means  of  the  in- 
tercourse carried  on  with  them  by  the  commercial  states  on 
the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Nowhere,  not  even  in  those  parts 
of  America  where  the  tobacco  grows  wild,  is  the  use  of  it, 
and  that  only  for  smoking,  either  general,  or  very  frequent." 
We  have  nothing,  however,  authentic,  earlier  than  the  fol- 
lowing: 

In  1496,  Romanus  Paine,  a  Spanish  monk,  whom  Colum- 
bus, on  his  second  departure  from  America  had  left  in  that 
country,  published  the  first  account  of  tobacco,  with  which 
he  became  acquainted  in  St.  Domingo.  He  gave  it  the  name  i 
of  cohoba,  cohabba,  gioia. 

In  1519,  tobacco  is  said  to  have  been  discovered   by  the 
Spaniards  near  Tobasco,  though  it  is  assigned  to  the  next  : 
year.*  \ 

In  1535,  the  negroes  had  already  habituated  themselves 
to  the  use  of  it,  and  cultivated  it  on  the  plantations  of  their 
— — I 

•  "  Cette  plante,  (tabac,)  acre  et  caustique,  trouvee  in 
1520,  pres  de  Tobasco  dans  le  golfe  du  .Mexique." — Freda  1 
siir  PAmerique,  p.  116.  j 


masters.  Europeans  likewise  already  smoked  it.  We  also 
find  from  a  passage  in  Cartier^s  Voyaqe,  that  it  was  used 
in  Canada.* 

In  1559,  tobacco  was  introduced  into  Europe  from  St. 
Domingo,  by  a  Spanish  gentleman  named  Hernandez  do 
1'oledo,  who  brought  a  small  quantity  into  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. In  the  same  year  Jean  Nicot,  envoy  from  the  court 
of  France  to  Portugal,  first  transmitted  thence  to  Paris,  to 
Queen  Catharine  de  Medicis,  seeds  of  the  tobacco  plant ;  and 
from  this  circumstance  it  acquired  the  name  of  jXicotiana. 
When  tobacco  began  to  bo  used  in  France,  it  was  called 
herbe  du  grand  firieitre,  from  the  grand  pricure  of  the  house 
of  Lorraine,  who  was  then  very  fond  of  it.  It  was  also  called 
herbe  de  ^'it.  Croix,  after  Cardinal  Prosper  St.  Croix,  who, 
on  his  return  from  Portugal,  where  he  had  been  nuncio  from 
the  Pope,  introduced  the  custom  of  using  tobacco.  It  was 
received  at  once  in  France  and  the  Papal  States  with  great 
enthusiasm,  in  the  form  of  powder,  or  snuff;  it  was  some- 
time after  this  period,  that  smoking  became  popular. 

In  1565,  Conrad  Gesner  became  acquainted  with  tobacco. 
At  that  time  several  botanists  cultivated  it  in  their  gardens. 
The  same  year  Sir  John  Hawkins  carried  tobacco  from 
Florida  to  England,  where  "  all  men  wondered  what  it 
meant." 

In  1570,  tliey  smoked  in  Holland  out  of  conical  tubes 
composed  of  palm  leaves,  plaited  together. 

In  1575,  first  appeared  a  figure  of  the  plant  in  Andre 
Thevot's  Cosmographie. 

In  1585,  the  English  first  saw  pipes  made  of  clay  among 
the  natives  of  Virginia,  which  had  just  been  discovered  tiy 
Sir  Richard  Grenville.  It  appears  likewise  that  the  English 
soon  after  fabricated  the  first  clay  tobacco  pipes  in  Europe. 

In  1590,  Schah  Abbas  of  Persia,  prohibited  the  use  of  to- 
bacco in  his  empire ;  but  the  practice  had  become  so  deep- 
rooted  among  his  subjects,  that  many  of  them  fled  to  the 
mountains,  and  abandoned  everything  else  to  enjoy  the  lux- 
ury of  smoking. 

In  the  beginning  of  tho  seventeenth  century  they  began 
to  cultivate  tobacco  in  the  East  Indies. 

In  1604,  James  I.  of  England  endeavored  by  means  of 
heavy  imposts,  to  abolish  the  use  of  tobacco,  which  he  held 
to  be  a  noxious  weed. 

In  1610,  the  smoking  of  tobacco  was  known  at  Constan- 
tinople. To  render  the  custom  ridiculous,  a  Turk,  who  had 
been  found  smoking,  was  conducted  about  the  streets,  with 
a  pipe  transfixed  through  his  nose.  For  a  long  time  after, 
the  Turks  purchased  tobacco  from  the  English,  and  that  the 
refuse.  It  was  late  before  they  began  to  cultivate  the  plant 
themselves. 

In  1 6 1 5,  tobacco  began  to  be  sown  about  Amersfor t,  in 
Holland,  which  afterwards  became  famous  for  its  cultivation. 

In  1616,  the  colonists  began  to  cultivate  tobacco  in  Vir.- 
ginia.  It  is  not  known  whether  the  plant  was  indigenous, 
or  whether  it  came  from  a  more  southern  country.  It  is  sup-- 
posed  the  seeds  were  from  Tobago.  But  it  seems  to  have 
been  in  use  among  the  Virginia  Indians  at  the  time  they 
were  visited  by  the  English,  and  was  called  by  them  petun, 
or  petum.  Clavigero  says,  "tobacco  is  a  name  taken  from 
the  Ilaitine  language."  Humboldt  also  derives  it  from  the 
same  language,  and  says  that  the  term  was  used  to  desig- 
nate the  pipe,  or  instrument  made  use  of  by  the  natives  in 
smoking  the  herb,  which  the  Spaniards  transferred  to  the 
herb  itself,  and  after  them,  the  other  nations  of  the  old  world. 

In  1619,  .lames  I.  wrote  his  Counterblast  to  Tobacco, 
and  ordered  that  no  planter  in    Virginia  should  cultivate 


*  "  There  groweth  a  certain  kind  of  herbe,  whereof  in 
summer  they  make  great  provision  for  all  the  yeere,  and  only 
the  men  use  of  it ;  and  first  they  cause  it  to  be  dried  in  the 
sunne,  then  weare  it  about  their  ncckes,  wrapped  in  a  littlo 
beastes  skinne  made  like  a  little  bagge,  with  a  hollow  peece 
of  stone  or  wood  like  a  pipe ;  then  when  they  please  they 
make  poudre  of  it,  and  then  put  in  one  of  the  ends  of  the 
said  cornet  or  pipe,  and  laying  a  coal  of  fire  upon  it,  at  tho 
other  end  sucke  so  long,  that  they  fill  their  bodies  full  of 
smoke,  till  that  it  cometh  out  of  their  mouth  and  nostrilsj 
even  as  out  of  the  tonnell  of  a  chimney," 
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more  than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year.  He  also  prohibited 
its  sale  in  England  or  Ireland  until  the  custom  should  he 
paid  and  the  royal  seal  affixed.  Tiventi/  thousand  pannils 
were  exported  this  year  from  Virginia  to  England,  the  whole 
crop  of  the  preceding  year. 

In  1620,  ninety  young  women  were  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land to  America  and  sold  to  the  planters  for  tobacco,  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds  each.  The  price  at  first  was 
one  hundred  pounds,  which  gradually  increased  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds.  King  James  issued  a  proclamation 
restraining  the  disorderly  trade  in  this  obnoxious  article.  In 
the  same  year  some  Enphsh  companies  introduced  the 
smoking  of  tobacco  into  Zittau,  in  Germany,  and  Kobert 
Konigsman,  a  merchant,  brought  the  tobacco  plant  from 
England  to  Strasburg. 

In  1622,  the  annual  import  of  tobacco  into  England  from 
America,  for  the  last  seven  years,  was  142,08,5  pounds. 

In  1624,  the  Pope  published  a  decree  of  excommunica- 
tion ag;iinst  all  who  should  takesnuft"in  the  church,  because 
then  already  some  Spanish  ecclesiastics  used  it  during  the 
celebration  of  mass.  King  James  restricted  the  culture  of 
tobacco  to  Virginia  and  the  Somer  isles,  and  forbade  its  im- 
portation from  any  other  quarter,  considering  England  and 
Wales  "  as  utterly  unfy  t  in  respect  of  the  clymate,  to  cherish 
the  same  for  any  medicinall  use,  which  is  the  only  good  to 
be  approved  in  yt." 

In  1G31,  smoking  of  tobacco  was  introduced  into  Misnia, 
by  some  Swedish  troops. 

In  1634,  a  tribunal,  called  the  chamber  of  tobacco,  was 
formed  at  Moscow,  which  prohibited  smoking  under  pain  of 
having  the  nose  slit ;  and  the  Grand  Uuke  defended  the  en- 
trance of  tobacco  with  the  infliction  of  the  knout  for  the  first 
olfence,  and  death  for  the  second. 

In  1639,  the  grand  assembly  of  Virginia  passed  a  law  that 
all  tobacco  planted  in  that  and  the  two  succeeding  years, 
should  be  destroyed,  except  such  a  proportion  to  each  plan- 
ter as  should  make  in  the  whole  120,000  pounds,  and  that 
the  creditors  of  the  planters  should  receive  40  pounds  for 
every  100  pounds  due  them. 

In  1653,  smoking  began  in  the  canton  of  Apenzell.  in  Swit- 
zerland. At  first  the  children  ran  after  those  who  smoked 
in  the  streets.  They  were  likewise  cited  before  the  council 
and  punished,  and  the  inn-keepers  were  ordered  to  inform 
against  such  as  should  smoke  in  their  houses. 

In  1661,  the  police  regulation  of  Berne,  in  Switzerland, 
was  made,  which  was  divided  according  to  the  ten  command- 
ments. In  it,  the  prohibition  to  smoke  tobacco,  stands  under 
the  rubric,  "  thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery,"  and  was  con- 
tinued in  force  until  the  middle  of  the  last  century. 

In  1669,  the  crimes  of  adultery  and  fornication,  were 
punished  in  Virginia  by  a  fine  of  from  500  to  1000  pounds 
of  tobacco. 

In  1 670,  and  the  two  following  years,  smoking  of  tobacco 
was  punished  in  the  canton  of  Glaurus,  by  a  fine  of  one 
crown  Swiss  money. 

In  1676,  the  whole  custom  on  tobacco  from  Virginia,  col- 
lected in  England,  was  $60u,000.  In  the  same  year  two 
Jews  first  attempted  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  the  mar- 
gravate  of  Brandenburg;  but  which,  however,  was  not  brought 
to  bear  till  1681. 

In  1689,  Jacob  Francis  Vicarius,  an  Austrian  physician, 
invented  the  tubes  for  tobacco  pipes,  which  have  capsules 
containing  bits  of  sponge;  however,  about  the  year  1670, 
already  pipes  were  used  having  glass  globules  appended  to 
them,  to  collect  the  oily  moisture  exuding  from  the  tobacco. 
In  1690,  Pope  Innocent  XII.  excommunicated  all  who 
should  be  guilty  of  taking  snuff  or  tobacco  in  the  church  of 
St   Peter  at  Home. 

In  1697,  great  quantities  of  tobacco  already  were  produced 
in  the  palatinate  of  He.sse. 

In  17  09,  the  yearly  exports  of  tobacco  from  America  for 
the  last  ten  years,  were  28,858,666  pounds;  nf  which  11,- 
260,6.59  pounds  were  annually  consumed  in  f^reat  Britain, 
and  17.598,0/7  pounds  in  the  countries  of  Europe. 

In  1719,  the  Senate  of  Strasburg  prohibited  the  culture  of 
tobacco  from  an  apprehension  that  it  would  dimiriish  the 
growing  of  corn, 


In  1724,  Pope  Benedict  XIV.  revoked  the  Bull  of  excom- 
munication published  by  Innocent,  because  he  had  acquired 
the  habit  of  taking  snuff. 

In  1732,  tobacco  was  made  a  legal  tender  in  Maryland, 
at  one  penny  a  pound. 

In  1747,  and  the  two  years  previous,  there  were  annually 
exported  to  England  from  the  American  colonies,  40,000,- 
000  pounds  of  tobacco,  7,000,000  of  which  was  consumed 
in  England.     The  annual  revenue  was  about  §4,500,000. 

In  17.53,  the  King  of  Portugal  farmed  out  the  tobacco 
trade  for  about  $2,500,000.  The  revenue  of  the  King  of 
Spain  from  tobacco,  amounted  to  §6,330,000. 

In  1759,  the  duties  on  tobacco  in  Denmark,  brought  in 
$40,000. 

In  1770,  the  Empress  of  Austria  received  a  revenue  from 
tobacco  of  $300,000. 

In  1773,  the  duties  on  tobacco  in  the  two  Sicilies,  amount- 
ed to  $446,000. 

In  1775,  the  annual  export  of  tobacco  from  the  United 
States,  for  the  last  four  years,  was  one  million  pounds ;  for 
the  last  thirty  years  it  averaged  40,000,000  pounds,  of  which 
7,000,000  were  consumed  in  Great  Britain,  and  33,00u,000 
in  the  other  European  countries. 

In  17i30,  the  King  of  France  received  from  tobacco  a  re- 
venue of  about  $7,250,000. 

In  17S2,  the  annual  export  of  tobacco  during  the  preced- 
ing seven  years'  war  of  the  Revolution,  had  been  12,378,504 
pounds.  Of  the  total  seven  years'  exportation,  33,974,949 
pounds  were  captured  by  the  British. 

In  1787,  the  quantity  imported  into  Ireland  was  1,877,- 
579  ;  in  1829,  4,124,742  pounds. 

In  1789,  the  quantity  exported  from  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  two  previous  years,  averaged  about  90,- 
000,000  pounds. 

In  1820,  the  quantity  of  tobacco  grown  in  France  had 
doubled  in  three  years,  being  32,887,500  pounds. 

In  1 828,  the  revenue  on  tobacco  in  the  State  of  Maryland 
was  §27,275. 

In  1830,  the  revenue  on  tobacco  and  snuff  in  Great  Bri- 
tain was  nearly  $13,000,000. 

In  1834,  the  value  of  tobacco  used  in  the  United  States, 
was  estimated  at  $16,000,000;  of  which  $9,000,000  were 
supposed  to  have  been  for  smoking  Spanish  cigars  ;  $6,500,- 
000  for  smoking  American  tobacco  and  chewing;  and  $500,- 
000  for  snuff. 

In  1838,  the  annual  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  United 
States  was  estimated  at  orie  hundred  millio7i  pounds,  valued 
at  tiventy  million  dollars  cost  to  the  consumers,  being  seven 
pounds  to  each  individual  of  the  whole  population. 

In  1840,  it  was  ascertained  by  a  committee  appointed  to 
procure  and  report  statistical  information  on  the  subject,  that 
about  one  million  Jive  hundred  thousand  persons  were  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  the 
United  States  ;  one  million  of  whom  were  in  the  States  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Allowing  the 
population  of  the  whole  country  to  be  seventeen  millions,  it 
will  be  seen  that  nearly  one-tenth  are  in  some  way  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  or  manufacture  of  this  article.  The  value 
of  the  export  during  that  year  was  nearly  $10,000,000. 

[JSTortheni  Li^ht. 

Albany,  September,  1841. 


Effect  of  Enterprise* 


The  Directors  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad  made  a  re- 
port to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  last  winter,  in  which 
they  gave  encouragement  that  this  stupendous  woik  wwild 
be  finished  to  the  State  line,  thirty  miles  from  the  Hudson 
river,  during  the  Uionth  of  May,  1842.  Last  Saturday  week 
the  work  was  completed,  and  for  the  first  time  the  cars  ran 
direct  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson  river,  a  distance  of  about 
1  60  miles  !  This  has  been  accomplished  eight  months  in 
advance  of  the  time  stipulated,  a  circumstance  without  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  railroads,  and  will  cause  a  saving 
of  about  $200,000  to  the  stockholders.— Aor/A  American. 
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steamship  Clarion  and  Autliracito  Coals* 

This  packet  ship,  provided,  as  our  readers  are  aware,  with 
an  auxiliary  steam  power  and  the  Erricson  Propeller,  made 
a  trial  excursion  in  the  Bay  last  Saturday,  the  result  of  which 
may  be  considered  of  some  importance  in  connexion  with 
the  progress  of  American  steam  navigation. 

It  has  long  been  urged  by  grave  authorities,  that  nature 
has  interpused  an  effectual  barrier  to  prevent  the  United 
States  from  competing  with  Great  Britain  in  steam  naviga- 
tion, owing  to  the  scarcity  and  inferior  quality  of  our  bitu- 
minous coals.  The  absurdity  of  this  opinion  was  strikingly 
illustrated  in  the  trial  alluded  to. 

The  public  generally  are  not  aware  that  the  Clarion's 
boilers  have  been  constructed  for  burning  anthracite  coals 
only,  and  that  artificial  draught  is  employed  in  order  to  dis- 
pense with  the  usual  tall  and  cumbrous  smoke-pipe.  Hith- 
erto some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  keeping  up  a 
sufficient  supply  of  steam  in  the  '"  Clarion  ;"  but  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a  small  steam  cylinder  for  working  the  blower  ap- 
plied to  the  boiler,  this  difficulty  has  now  been  most  com- 
pletely removed,  and  nothing  could  be  more  perfect  than  the 
control  which  the  engineer  had  over  the  steam  during  the 
trial.  By  simply  turning  a  stop-cock  attached  to  the  small 
cylinder,  the  quantity  and  pressure  of  the  steam  in  the  boil- 
ers were  raised  at  pleasure. 

Considering  the  small  quantity  of  stowage  room  required 
by  anthracite  coals,  its  cleanliness,  powerful  heating  quali- 
ties, and  the  perfect  absence  of  smoke,  we  hazard  nothing  in 
asserting,  after  what  we  witnessed  on  board  the  "  Clarion," 
that  so  far  from  the  United  States  laboring  under  any  disad- 
vantage respecting  coals  for  steam  navigation,  we  possess, 
in  our  inexhaustible  stores  of  anthracite  coals,  an  absolute 
advantage  over  our  transatlantic  neighbors.  And  in  warfare 
we  have  an  advantage  of  the  most  vital  importance. 

Steamers  burning  bituminous  coal  can  be  "  tracked  "  at 
sea  at  least  seventy  miles  before  their  hulls  become  visible 
by  the  dense  columns  of  black  smoke  pouring  out  of  their 
pipes,  and  trailing  along  the  horizon.  It  is  a  complete  tell- 
tale of  their  whereabouts,  which  is  not  the  case  with  those 
burning  anthracite  coal,  as  the  latter  kind  sends  forth  no 
smoke.  Therefore  all  steamers  like  the  "  Clarion"  and 
"  Kamschatka,"  are  decidedly  superior  to  all  others  in  time 
of  war.  And  we  regret  very  much  that  our  two  new  war 
steamers,  the  "  Missouri  "  and  "  Mississippi,"  have  been 
constructed  to  burn  foreign  bituminous  coals  only  !  We  re- 
gret very  much  that  the  "  Board  of  Construction  "  had  so 
little  foresight.     But  this  en  passant. 

Having  had  the  advantage  of  conversing  with  some 
thorough-bred  engineers  who  were  on  board  the  Clarion,  we 
cannot  avoid  noticing  the  performance  of  the  propeller  dur- 
ing the  trial.  The  speed  of  the  engine  being  accurately  tried, 
it  was  found  to  give  4,700  revolutions  to  the  propeller  in 
running  over  a  space  of  14  miles.  Now,  the  propeller  being 
6h  feet  in  diameter;  and  its  spiral  plates  being  set  at  an  an- 
gle of  46  degrees  at  the  circumference,  its  progressive  move- 
ment through  the  water  will  be  precisely  20  feet  for  each  re- 
volution ;  had  therefore  the  resistance  of  the  water  been  per- 
fect, the  vessel  could  only  have  passed  over  a  space  of  95,- 
000  feet. 

But  14  miles  is  equal  to  73,900 — thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
only  2-9ths  was  lost  by  slip  on  the  receding  of  the  water — 
a  remarkable  fact,  considering  the  large  midship  section  of 
the  "  Clarion,"  compared  with  the  small  dimension  of  the 
propeller. 

Respecting  the  consumption  of  fuel  in  the  "  Clarion,"  it 
has  now  been  fully  ascertained  320  pounds  per  hour  is  the 
average,  which  is  less  than  that  required  by  a  British  steamer 
of  forty  horse  power. — J\'e-iu  York  Herald. 


Oldest  Man  in  "Se-w  Ii:n<;1and< 

Deacon  John  Whitman  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  March 
25,  1735.  and  entered  upon  his  one  hundred  and  seventh 
year  last  Friday,  (March  26th.)  His  bodily  health  is  good, 
and  he  is  able  to  walk  out  without  a  cane.  His  mental  fac- 
ulties have  failed  him,  and  he  has  lost  his  eye-sight.  He 
has  been  a  temperate  man  all  his  life ;  not  having  tasted  ar- 
dent spirits  for  the  last  fifty  yearg. 


Revolutionary  Rcmiuisccncci 

It  has  been  stated  in  several  of  the  papers  that  Mr.  Squiers, 
of  Ashford,  Connecticut,  who  died  a  few  weeks  since,  was 
the  last  of  the  survivors  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  This 
is  not  correct.  Philip  Bagley,  Esq.  of  this  town,  now  eighty- 
six  years  of  age,  and  enjoying  a  healthful  old  age, in  the  full 
possession  of  all  his  faculties,  was  in  that  battle.  Being  in 
our  otRce  the  other  day,  we  procured  from  him  some  facts 
which  we  have  thrown  together  for  the  benefit  of  those  of 
our  readers  who  love  to  indulge  in  these  old  reminiscences 
of  the  times  of  devoted  and  unselfish  patriotism. 

Mr,  Bagley  was  a  private  soldier  in  Capt,  Sawyer's  com- 
pany, and  Col,  Frye's  regiment  of  Massachusetts  minute 
men,  having  enlisted  in  this  regiment,  in  December  1774, — 
He  left  Haverhill,  on  the  Merrimack,  at  1  o'clock  on  the 
19th  of  April  and  arrived  at  Cambridge,  at  10  o'clock  the 
next  day.  Nothing  worthy  of  notice,  he  says,  transpired 
until  the  evening,  of  the  16th  of  June.  On  that  evening, 
Col.  Frye's  regiment,  together  with  Col.  Dodge's  of  Con- 
necticut, crossed  the  neck,  and  went  on  to  Bunker  Hill, 
where  the  British  troops  had  previously  halted  on  their  re- 
treat from  Concord,  in  April.  After  remaining  there  about 
an  hour,  both  regiments  proceeded  to  Breed's  Hill.  Here 
they  commenced  breaking  grounds  for  their  entrenchments, 
between  10  and  11  o'clock  at  night,  working  all  night  so 
secretly  and  silently  that  the  Glasgow  sloop  of  war,  lying  in 
the  river  at  a  short  distance,  did  not  discover  them.  At  day 
light  they  were  discovered  and  a  fire  was  opened  upon  them 
from  Copp's  Hill  and  from  the  shipping.  1'he  Glasgow  soon 
hauled  up  the  stream,  in  order  to  rake  the  Neck  with  her 
shot,  and  prevent  reinforcements  from  reaching  the  hill. — 
Notwithstanding  the  shot  and  shells  continued  to  pour  in 
upon  them,  the  Americans  continued  to  work  upon  their  en- 
trenchments, and  but  one  man  was  killed  by  the  cannonade. 
Sentries  were  stationed  to  watch  the  fiash  from  the  gun,  and 
on  their  calling  out  "  shot !"  the  men  would  lie  down  fiat 
upon  the  ground,  and  then  rise  and  resume  their  work.  This 
continued  until  the  British  troops  landed  at  Charlestown, 
when  the  Americans  were  compelled  to  leave  the  spade  and 
pick-axe,  and  resort  to  their  guns.  The  first  division  of  the 
British  troops,  on  landing,  halted  till  the  second  had  crossed 
the  river,  when  both  formed,  and  advanced  up  the  hill,  un- 
der cover  of  the  fire  from  Copp's  Hill,  and  from  the  sloop  of 
war  and  the  gun  boats. 

As  is  well  known  to  every  reader,  the  Americans  reserved 
their  fire,  until  the  British  were  within  a  hundred  yards, 
when  they  opened  so  deadly  a  tire  upon  them,  that  they 
twice  repulsed  them,  and  it  was  not  until  the  third  rally  that 
the  British  succeeded  in  surrounding  the  lines,  so  as  to  rake 
the  breast  work,  and  compel  the  Americans  to  retreat. 

Fifty  years  after  this  memorable  battle,  Mr.  Bagley  was 
present,  with  Lafayette,  and  other  survivors  of  the  revolution, 
at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Monument,  and  on 
the  lOth  of  September,  1840,  he  was  there  again  at  the  Great 
Whig  Convention,  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  and  ho 
hopes  yet  to  live  to  see  the  top  stone  laid  upon  the  monu- 
mental pile. — JVeivbicrijpovt  Herald. 


Gold  Mines  in  Geor|;iaa 

We  have  been  favored  by  a  friend  with  the  following  ex- 
tract of  the  letter  received  a  day  or  two  since,  from  a  gentle- 
man of  high  respectability  residing  in  the  Cherokee  Country. 
Sixes,  we  are  informed,  is  an  old  Indian  town,  where  several 
lots  of  land  were  found  to  have  very  rich  surface,  deposit  and 
vein  mines  of  gold.  Some  four  years  since  we  understand 
§12,000  was  taken  from  a  branch  on  its  margin,  and  many 
other  lots  near  by  were  found  to  be  valuable. 

\_-'i'ava7i7i(ih  liepub. 

HiCKonr  Flats,  Cher.  Co. 
October  1,  1841, 

The  gold  mine  of  Gerald's  continues  to  be  pretty  good  ; 
they  have  taken  some  800  dwts.  from  it,  one  piece  weighing 
18  dwts.  About  the  Sixes  they  continue  to  take  it  with  great 
success — three  hands  frequently  make  from  50  to  100  dwts. 
in  a  day. 
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AGRICULTURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


[October, 


A^riCEJliiirc  of  Wew  "Worli. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  an  article  published  in 
the  last  number  of  "The  Northern  Light,"  on  the  agricul-  | 
ture  of  New  York,  by  John  A.  Dix,  Esq.  j 

The  degree  in  which  agriculture  ministers  to  our  wants 
and  to  our  prosperity,  may  be  best  comprehended  by  compar- 
ing it  with  other  pursuits  in  our  own  State  ;  and  by  compar- 
ing it  with  the  agriculture  of  other  countries,  we  may  be  the 
better  able  to  determine  whether  it  has  attained  the  peifec- 
tion,  of  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  comparison  must  ne- 
cessarily be  brief;  but  the  facts  which  it  will  enable  us  lo 
bring  together  and  exhibit  in  connexion,  cannot  fail  to  be 
interesting,  if  not  useful. 

By  referring  to  the  account  of  the  statistics  of  this  State 
in  the  6th  number  of  the  Northern  Light,  page  Sry,  it 
will  be  seen  that  of  023,157  persons  engaged  in  various 
departments  of  industry,  456,475  are  employed  in  ag- 
riculture ;  while  in  manufactures  and  trades  there  are  K)2,- 
576  ;  in  commerce  28,395  ;  and  in  navigation,  ocean,  lake, 
river  and  canal  but  15,601.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the 
persons  employed  in  the  principal  branches  of  industry, 
and  more  than  one-sixth  of  our  entire  population,  are  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  earth.  The  persons  enumerated  are 
presumed  to  be  such  as  are  of  sutricient  age  for  actual  labor, 
and  not  the  whole  number  (young  and  old)  belonging  to 
families  sustained  by  agricultural  employments  ;  or  in  other 
words,  not  the  entire  agricultural  class,  which  must  consti- 
tute a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  entire  population.  'J'hus 
in  France  the  agricultural  class  is  estimated  at  two-thirds  of 
the  entire  population,  but  the  number  of  persons  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  labors  of  agriculture  must,  of  course,  be  much 
less,  for  in  a  population  of  33,540,910  in  France  in  1836, 
18,774,676  were  children  or  unmarried.  So  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  of  a  population  of  2,429,476  in  1840,  955,593 
were  under  15  years  of  age.  The  persons,  therefore,  enu- 
merated as  engaged  in  agriculture  in  this  Slate  must  be  of 
sufficient  age  for  labor; — whereas  in  France  the  entire  class 
engaged  in  agriculture,  including  both  young  and  old,  must 
be  included  in  the  estimate.  ! 

In  Great  Britain  the  enumeration  is  more  specific  than  in 
France  or  New  York.  The  number  of  persons  engaged  as 
occupiers  of  land  or  laborers,  of  twenty  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, amounts  to  1,233,057  in  a  population  of  16,539,318. 

It  is  impossible  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the 
State  of  New  York  and  France  as  to  the  proportion  of  the 
population  respectively  engaged  in  agriculture,  as  the  enu- 
merations are  not  made  on  the  same  basis.  But  between 
New  York  and  Great  Britain  the  comparison  would  furnish 
a  nearer  approximation  to  fairness,  as  our  enumeration  in- 
cludes persons  of  sufficient  age  to  labor,  and  that  of  Great 
Britain  includes  persons  of  20  years  of  age  and  upwards. — 
Taking  the  estimates  as  they  are,  the  number  of  persons,  of 
the  ages  referred  to,  engaged  in  agriculture  is  one  in  about 
13  2-5  of  the  entire  population  of  Great  Britain,  while  in 
New  York  the  number  of  persons  so  engaged  is  one  in  about 
5  1-3  of  the  population. 

The  total  product  of  our  a.s^ricultural  industry,  compared 
with  our  entire  population,  affords  a  not  less  gratifying  re- 
sult. 

Our  population  in  1840  was  2,429,476.  The  crop  of 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  rye,  buckwheat  and  Indian  corn  (see 
Northern  Light,  number  6,  page  95)  amounted  to  51,376,- 
908  bushels,  or  about  21  1-7  bushels  for  each  inhabitant. 
The  population  of  Great  Britain  in  1831  was  16,539,318 
Deduct  Scotland       ....       2,3(55,114 


is  an  excess,  therefore,  comparing  our  product  with  that  of 
England,  of  nearly  eleven  millions  of  bushels  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  production  of  cereal  grains  in  the  State  of  New 
York  exceeds  that  of  England  by  about  one  quarter,  when 
considered  in  reference  to  the  population  of  the  two  countries. 
Nor  is  the  basis  of  the  comparison  favorable  to  us.  The  popu- 
lation of  England  and  Wales,  as  above  given,  is  according 
to  the  enumeration  of  1831,  whereas  the  crop  is  taken  from 
the  estimate  of  a  subsequent  year;  and  in  1838  the  popula- 
tion was  estimated  at  16  millions.  In  our  product,  Indian 
corn  and  buckwheat  constitute  important  items,  but  they  are 
not  to  be  found  in  the  English  returns.  The  former  is  not 
raised  at  all  in  England  as  a  crop,  and  the  latter  is  rarely 
seen,  though  in  a  few  cases  it  is  allowed  to  ripen  in  small 
quantities,  and  in  others  it  is  cut  down  while  in  flower  as  a 
manure.  On  the  other  hand  beans,  whicli  are  an  important 
crop  in  England,  and  are  grown  under  the  plough,  are  not 
included  in  our  returns.  But  striking  out  Indian  corn  from 
our  returns,  a  crop  second  o!)ly  to  wheat,  and  constituting 
more  than  one-fiith  of  our  whole  annual  product  of  cereal 
grains,  and  we  still  show  an  annual  crop  of  40,294,746  bush- 
els, equal  within  a  fraction,  to  the  product  of  England,  con- 
sidering the  dilforence  of  population. 

The  population  of  France  in  1S3G  was  33,540,910.  The 
crop  of  wheat,  rye,  meslin,  (rye  and  wheat  mixed.)  barley, 
oats  and  Indian  corn,  was,  in  43  departments  in  the  north- 
east and  south-east  of  France,  84,595,773  hectolitres,  which 
at  3  bushels  for  1,090  43  hectolitre,  amount  to  238,243,004 
bushels.  This  fact  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  for  1840,  which  embraces 
about  one-half  the  territory  and  population  of  France.*  The 
agricultural  statistics  of  the  other  half  have  not  yet  been  ob- 
tained. If  the  jiroduct  above  stated  be  doubled,  it  will  give 
for  the  whole  kingdom  a  product  of  476,486,008  bushels  of 
cereal  grains  or  about  14  1-4  bushels  to  each  inhabitant. — 
This  is  somewhat  more  than  two-thirds  of  our  product  and 
not  quite  seven-eighths  of  the  product  of  England,  considering 
them  relatively  to  population.  The  three  countries,  there- 
fore, stand  thus : 

Product  of  Cereal  grains. 

State  of  New  York  21  1-7  bushels  per  inhabitant. 

England  and  Wales  16  3-5 

France  14  1-4  "  " 

Let  us  now  extend  the  comparison  to  live  stock. 

Horses. 

State  of  New  York,  (horses  and  mules)  -  476,115 

■  Great  Britain,  ( horses)!       -  -  -     1,500,000 

France,  (horses  and  mules) t      -  -  2,983,325 

Cattle. 


2,202,438 
5,220,000 
8,671,918 


Total,  England  and  Wales 


14,154,204 


The  crop  of  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  oats  and  beans  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  (see  Northern  Light,  number  4,  page  57,) 
is  29,450,000  quarters,  which  at  8  bushels  the  quarter  is 
235,600,000,  or  about  16  3-5  bushels  for  each  inhabitant. 

If  our  product  of  cereal  grains  had  been  in  the  same  pro- 
portion to  our  population  as  that  of  England,  it  would  have  j 
been  but  40,381,634  bushels  instead  of  51,376,908.    Tlierc  j 


State  of  New  York 
Great  Britain  ... 

France  .... 

Shecl>. 

State  of  New  York       -  -  -  5,381,225 

Great  Britain  ....  39,648,000 

France  ....  30,360,682 

The  proportion  stands  thus : 

Horses. 

State  of  New  York,  (horses  and  mules)  1  to  5  1-10  inhab. 
Great  Britain,  (horses)         -  -     1  to  1 1  2-100 

France        -  -  -  -     1  to  11  1-4 

*  The  division  line  is  the  meridian  of  Paris,  which  severs 
the  kingdom  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  both  in  respect  to    ^ 
territory  and  jiopulation,  leaving  on  each  side  also  43  de- 
partments, 86  being  the  whole  number  in  France. 

■\  The  number  of  mules  in  Great  Britain  is  so  small  that 
they  are  not  taken  into  the  account  in  the  statistical  returns 
of  the  kingdom. 

\  In  making  up  this  amount  for  France,  we,  of  course  dou- 
ble the  number  actually  obtained  in  one-half  of  the  kingdom, 
supposing  the  two  portions  to  be  equal. 
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State  of  New  York 
Great  Britain 
France 


Cattle. 


Sheep. 


-  1  to  1     1-10    jnliab. 

-  1  to  3  17-100      " 

-  1  to  3    9-10 


State  of  New  York  -  -  -  2  1-5  for  each  inhab. 

Great  Britain  -  -  -2  2-5"  "    ' 

France         -  .  -  -      0-90       « 

or  one  sheep  for  every  11-10  inhabitant.  j 

In  live  stock,  therefore,  we  are  in  advance  of  Great  Britain, 
except  in  respect  to  sheep,  anil  in  this  rcsjicct  we  fall  hut 
little  heliind  her.  This  fact  is  calculated  to  excite  some  sur- 
prise, as  Great  Britain  has  long  occupied  so  hii^h  a  rank 
among  wool-growing  countries.  A  comparison  with  France 
exhibits  us  far  in  advance  of  that  kingdom  in  live  stock,  con- 
sidering the  countries  relatively  to  population.  ; 

The  aggregate  agricultural  product  of  a  country  is  not, 
for  obvious  reasons,  to  be  relied  on  as  a  criterion  of  the 
condition  of  its  agriculture.  We  must  sec  what  propor- 
tion the  product  bears  to  the  surface  under  cultivation, 
and  the  number  of  persons  employed.  Unfortunately  we 
have  not  the  means  of  testing  the  productiveness  of  our  agri- 
culture by  the  first  of  these  standards.  The  extent  of  our 
cultivated  surface  is  not  exhibited  by  the  returns  we  have  re- 
ceived of  our  agricultural  statistics  as  ascertained  by  the  cen- 
sus of  1840.  The  area  of  the  State  of  New  Yoric  com- 
prises 45,658  square  miles.  This  includes  rivers  and  small 
lakes,  which  may  cover  i600'square  miles,  making  the  terri- 
torial surface  in  round  numbers  44,000  square  miles,  or  28,- 
160,000  acres.  Of  this  surface  9,655,426  acres,  somewhat 
more  than  one-third,  had  in  1835  been  improved,  (i.  e.  set- 
tled,) though  it  was  supposed  that  not  more  than  one-half 
(or  one-sixth  of  our  whole  area)  was  under  profitable  culti- 
vation. The  area  of  England  and  Wales  is  57,812  square 
miles,  or  36,999,680  acres.  The  land  under  tillage  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  including  1,650,000  acres  under  fallow,  is 
]3,650,00J  acres.  The  number  of  acres  under  tillage  and 
fallow  in  this  State  does  not  probably  exceed  5,000,000  acres. 
Our  annual  crop  of  cereal  grains  ought  to  be  at  least  one- 
third  of  that  of  England  and  Wales  to  be  equally  productive 
— or  about  78  millions  of  bushels,  whereas  it  is  less  than  52 
millions,  or  less  than  one  fourth.  We  do  not  pretend  to 
give  this  comparison  as  an  accurate  one,  as  the  basis  of  the 
estimate  is  not  to  be  relied  on. 

But  in  respect  to  the  number  of  persons  employed,  a  near- 
er approximation  to  the  truth  may  be  attained.  In  England 
and  Wales,  as  we  have  seen  the  number  of  persons  of  20 
years  of  age  and  upwards  engaged  in  agriculture  is  1,233,- 
057.  Dividing  the  crop  of  cereal  grains  by  this  number,  it 
will  give  191  l-lOO  bushels  for  each  person  employed  in 
agriculture.  Dividing  our  crop  by  the  number  of  persons  so 
employed,  it  will  give  1 12  1-2  bushels  for  every  such  person, 
or  not  quite  6  to  10  compared  with  the  annual  crop  of  cereal 
grains  in  England  and  Wales,  relatively  to  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  producing  it. 

From  this  comparison  it  results  that  our  aggregate  annual 
crop  of  grains  greatly  exceeds  that  of  England  and  Wales, 
considered  in  reference  to  population :  but  considered  in  re- 
ference to  the  number  of  hands  engaged  in  producing  it,  we 
are  greatly  behind  that  country.  This  indicates  with  us  a 
less  improved  state  of  husbandry — a  fact  which  has  long  been 
well  understood.  The  prevalent  tendency  in  old  countries 
is  to  a  greater  sub-division  of  the  soil  among  the  class  of 
occupiers,  the  same  tendency  prevails  with  us,  but  to  a  much 
more  limited  extent  ;  and  so  it  will  be,  as  long  as  we  have 
immense  tracts  of  unoccupied  land  within  our  own  bounda- 
ries, and  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  west  of  us. — 
Where  lands  are  abundant,  the  system  of  husban<lry  is 
naturally  superficial  and  careless.  An  agricultural  popula- 
tion, restricted  as  to  the  surface  it  occupies,  must  compensate 
itself  by  improved  modes  of  culture,  increased  labor,  and  a 
more  generous  application  of  fertilizing  agents.  This  is  the 
condition  of  England  ;  and  it  has  produced  a  perfection  in 
her  agriculture,  with  which  few  districts  of  the  habitable 
globe  win  bear  a  comparison.      If  we  compare  ourselves 


with  her  our  farms  are  large  and  imperfectly  cultivated, — 
These  are  defects  which  we  might  profitably  correct  now, 
without  wailing  till  we  arc  impelled  to  it  by  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  a  greatly  increased  population.  The  same  la- 
bor and  expense  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  one  half  the 
surface  occupied,  would,  in  many  cases,  be  a  source  of  econo- 
my and  profit,  as  well  as  comfort. 

But,  on  the  whole,  the  view  we  have  presented  of  our  ag- 
riculture is  highly  gratifying,  both  in  respect  to  the  rank  it 
holds  in  the  scale  of  our  domestic  industry,  and  in  respect  to 
the  comparison  it  bears  with  the  agriculture  of  two  of  the 
princi[)al  countries  of  the  old  vi'orld.  Yet  there  is  a  vast 
deal  to  be  done  to  bring  it  to  perfection,  to  develop  fully  the 
powers  of  the  soil,  and  give  it  all  the  productiveness  of  which 
it  is  capable. 

IIKziois  Tobacco* 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  article  from  the  Chicago 
American,  that  a  new  section  of  country  is  beginning  to  be 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco: 

We  congratulate  our  citizens  upon  the  great  accession  to 
our  resources  just  beginning  to  develop  itself.  Our  readers 
generally,  we  [iresumc  are  not  aware  that  tobacco  is  now 
grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in  northern  Illinois.  This, 
we  believe,  is  its  second  season.  The  counties  of  Winne- 
bago and  Ogle  have  the  credit  of  adding  tobacco  to  the  other 
great  staples  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  State.  Large 
quantities  are  raised  in  and  near  Bloomingville  in  the  former 
county.  Mr.  Martin,  late  of  Alabama,  now  residing  about 
two  miles  from  Kockford,  recently  cut  a  leaf  from  one  of  his 
stalks  measuring  three  feet  in  length  by  two  in  breadth. 
Most  of  the  farmers  in  the  above  mentioned  counties  have 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  this  crop.  From  two  to  ten 
acres  is  the  quantity  of  land  appropriated  by  those  who 
raise  it  to  its  culture.  So  far  it  has  produced  from  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  to 
the  acre.  The  net  profits  on  each  acre  are  calculated  at 
from  seventy  to  one  hundred  dollars.  Much  of  the  tobacco 
raised  in  these  counties  has  been  already  harvested  and  is 
now  drying  under  sheds  which  have  been  erected  for  that 
purpose.  With  regard  to  our  soil  as  adapted  to  its  cultiva- 
tion, both  are  declared  to  be  as  suitable  as  any  portion  of  the 
Union.  It  grows  luxuriantl}'  as  may  be  readily  inferred 
from  the  size  of  the  leaf  to  which  we  have  alluded.  Southern 
men  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  this  tobacco  say  that  our 
soil  and  climate  are  decidedly  fixvorable  to  its  growth.  With 
regard  to  its  quality  it  may  be  considered  good  to  say  the 
least.  Cigars  have  already  been  manufactured  from  it,  and 
a  friend  of  ours  who  is  both  a  lover  and  a  judge  of  the  weed 
says  they  are  superior  to  the  common  American  article.  We 
anticipate  with  no  small  degree  of  pride  the  time  when  we 
shall  add  Tobacco  to  our  "  Chicago  Market." 


Silk  Cnlturca 


Robert  Sinclair,  of  Baltimore,  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  raised  in  his  cocoonery  the  present  season,  as  a 
commencement,  one  hundred  bushels  of  cocoons,  which  he 
has  sold  very  advantageously.  Mr.  Allen  of  Brockport,  in 
this  State,  who  devoted  8  acres  of  his  farm  the  present  year 
to  the  silk  culture,  has  raised  a  very  large  crop  of  silk,  and 
is  so  well  satisfied  with  his  success  that  he  is  now  plough- 
ing up  14  acres  more  for  planting  mulberry  trees.  Several 
of  his  neighbors  have  with  trifling  attention  raised  50  to  69 
bushels  of  cocoons  each,  and  in  all  cases  at  less  expense  ihaa 
the  bounty  allowed  by  the  State. — JV,  V.  Sun.. 


A  Liarge  Cargo. 

The  steamboat  Louisa  left  our  wharf  yesterday,  for  New 
Orleans,  with  about  as  large  and  probably  the  largest  cargo 
which  has  ever  been  carried  from  this  port  by  one  vessel. — 
She  took  in  tow  the  two  relief  boats,  and  on  them  and  in  her 
hold  she  had  exceeding  900  tons  of  freight,  chiefly  flour  and 
lead,  besides  a  large  drove  of  horses.  She  will  also  take  in 
more  freight  between  this  and  the  mouth. —  St,  Louis  if«- 
pubh'can. 
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Kffcct  of  tlic  Blonopoly  on  tlic  Coal  trade  of  the 

Tyiie. 

We  have  frequently  had  occafion  to  call  attention  to  the 
melanclioly  fact,  that  the  coasting  coal  trade  of  the  Tyne 
has  been,  of  late  years,  from  some  cause  or  other,  most  com- 
pletely paraljzed.  It  is  painful  for  us  to  recur  to  the  sub- 
ject, but  our  duty — our  desire  to  defend  and  promote  the  in- 
terests of  this  great  district — compels  us  to  do  so.  We  blame 
the  spirit  of  monopoly  for  all  the  mischief.  The  present 
parties  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  are,  perhaps,  less  guilty 
than  the  contrivers  and  fosterers  of  the  scheme  which  has 
been  so  productive  of  evil ;  but  the  time  is  arrived  when  the 
serious,  and,  to  this  neighborhood,  vital  question,  must  be 
considered,  whether  the  attempt  at  monopoly  can  be  longer 
persevered  in  with  safety.  ^Ve  subjoin  a  table  of  a  most 
important  kind,  which  wc  have  formed  from  official  docu- 
ments: 

TABLE   OF   COASTWISE  SriIPMENTS  YOn  THE  LAST  TWEXTT- 
OSE   TEARS. 

United  Kingdom.  Newcastle.   Sunderland.   Stockto  n 
Year.         Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons. 


1820 

4,554,308 

2,004,759 

1,102,327 

Nil. 

1821 

4,376,69.5 

1,834,650 

1,050,443 

Nil. 

1822 

5,060,253 

1,736,171 

1,051,840 

*  1.224 

1823 

5,066,292 

1,958.109 

1,317,385 

Nil. 

1824 

5,(j00,000 

1,822,148 

1,301,644 

Nil 

182.'3 

5,080,265 

1,820,636 

1,382,759 

Nil. 

1826 

5,509,891 

2,099.867 

1,455,988 

10,754 

1827 

5,091,046 

1,811,924 

1,3S7,109 

32,182 

1828 

5,248,006 

1,921,467 

1,350,354 

66,051 

1829 

5,854,378 

1,956,829 

1830 

~\ 

1831 

C  No  returns 

called  for  by 

Parliament  in  these  years. 

1832 

J) 

1833 

5,848,208 

1,921,841 

1,175,936 

578,800 

1834 

5,S1I,180 

2,017,462 

951,713 

623,484 

1835 

6,111,030 

2,251,401 

928,999 

677,941 

1836 

6,463,118 

2,274,763 

971,193 

916,440 

1837 

7,081,929 

2,385,192 

931,944 

1,145,837 

1838 

7,182,351 

2,453,225 

948,388 

1,219,938 

1839 

7,209,99C 

2,149,814 

913,394 

1,308,771 

1840 

7,459,070 

2,267,082 

867,777 

1,367,532 

The  above  table  tells  a  sad  tale  of  the  Tyne.  It  shows 
that,  although  the  general  coal  trade  of  the  kingdom  had  in- 
creased during  the  21  years  ending  1840,  from  4^  millions 
to  7h  millions  of  tons,  or  about  65  percent.,  the  trade  of  the 
Tyne  only  exhibited  the  insignificant  improvement  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  upon  two  millions  of  tons,  or  not  much 
more  than  12^  per  cent. 

The  Tyne,  as  we  said  some  weeks  ago,  has  always  been 
most  shamefully  treated.  There  was  in  former  days  the 
"  Richmond  shilling,"  payable  only  on  coals  shipped  from 
the  Tyne,  but  from  that  impost  our  river  was  at  last  relieved. 
Then,  there  is  still  the  town  duty  payable  to  the  corporation 
of  Newcastle,  which  we  have  already  shown  exceeds  in 
amount  the  total  of  duty  received  by  her  Majesty  on  the 
whole  coal  trade  of  her  dominions  ;  and  there  are  other  du- 
ties and  vexations  (upon  which,  ere  lontr,  probably,  we  shall 
feel  called  upon  to  comment)  which  weigh  upon  the  trade  of 
the  'I'ync,  and  from  which  its  competitors,  close  at  home,  are 
entirely  exempt. 

The  coal  trade  of  Newcastle  seems  to  have  been  doubly 
unfortunate.  It  has  been  a  prey  to  blind  managers  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  sharp-sighted  overreachers  on  the  other. — 
Had  common  prudence  and  common  watchfulness  prevailed, 
in  days  gone  by,  cither  in  the  councils  of  the  coal  trade  or  of 
the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  it  is  impossible  that  the  sys- 
tem of  which  we  complain  could  have  been  so  long  suflered 
to  continue — it  is  impossible  that  "  restrictions"  on  sale  could 

*  These  were  the  first  shipments  from  Stockton  : — and  it 
is  curious  enough,  that  in  1770  there  were  landed  in  that 
port  4,096  chaldrons ;  in  I  780,  222  chaldrons  ;  and  in  I  790, 
220  chaldrons. 


have  been  persevered  in  or  permitted,  either  in  the  shape  of 
a  "  limitation  of  vend,"  or  a  submission  to  duties  and  charges 
which  neither  folly  from  within  nor  influence  from  without 
could  ever  succeed  in  imposing  upon  rival  ports.  There 
must  be  a  new  leaf  turned  over  by  both  corporation  and  coal 

trade,  or (wc  need  not,  we  think  fill  up  the  blank). 

Gutesliead  ( Eng.)  Observer. 


licn,vcn\vor<Ii's  Canal  Steam  Ttigger. 

During  the  past  week  [says  the  Albany  Journal]  "  Lea- 
venworth's Canal  Steam  Tugger"  has  been  in  operation  upon 
the  Erie  Canal  in  this  vicinity,  using  neither  paddle,  screw, 
or  submerged  water  vv'heels,  but  is  propelled  by  means  of  a 
rotary  anchor.  The  machinery  is  put  into  a  Lake  Boat  of 
the  largest  class,  the  engine,  &c.,  occupying  the  forward 
cabin  only.  When  propelled  at  the  speed  of  seven  miles  an 
hour,  although  so  large  a  boat,  and  drawing  two  feet  six  in- 
ches of  water,  she  causes  no  surge  to  injure  the  banks  of  the 
canal. 

She  has  taken  two  heavy  loaded  boats  of  more  than  one 
hundred  tons  freight,  over  five  miles  an  hour,  and  with  two- 
thirds  of  her  power  took  three  scows  and  two  lake  boats, 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  freight,  four  miles  an  hour, 
and  is  capable  of  taking  eight  boats  with  four  hundred  tons 
freight  four  miles  an  hour,  upon  the  enlarged  canal,  without 
extra  exertion.  By  this  method  a  train  of  boats  may  be 
towed  for  less  than  half  the  expenses  of  towing  with  horses. 
She  passes  the  locks  without  the  least  difficulty,  and  has  no 
connexion  with  the  tow-path. — Sun. 


Dentil  of  Gov.  Owen  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

Just  as  our  paper  is  preparing  for  press,  the  painful  in- 
telligence has  reached  us  of  the  death  of  Gov.  John  Owen, 
which  occurred  at  Pitsboro',  Chatham  county,  on  Saturday 
morning  the  9th  inst.,  at  7  o'clock. 

Governor  Owen  filled  for  two  years  the  Executive  Chair 
of  his  native  State,  and  would  have  been  re-elected  to  that 
high  station,  by  acclamation,  if  the  use  of  his  name  had  been 
permitted  ;  but,  in  this  matter  be  resisted  all  the  cflibrts  of  his 
friends.  He  repeatedly  represented  the  county  of  his  resi- 
dence, in  the  State  Legislature,'  and  filled  other  stations  of 
trust  and  honor;  and  in  all  situations,  his  pleasing  manners 
and  uniform  urbanity  rendered  him  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  our  public  men. 

His  illness,  we  learn,  was  rather  lingeiing,  but  borne  with 
a  mild  and  cheerful  fortitude. — Raleigh  Reg. 


DIED, 

In  this  city,  Gen.  Callejjdeu  Irvine,  Commissary  Gene- 
ral of  Purchases. 

J.  Washington  Tyson,  late  Surveyor  of  this  Port  succeeds 
him,  and  J.  G.  Watmough  has  been  appointed  in  Mr.  Ty- 
son's place. 

The  Trial  of  Alexander  McLeod,  has  resulted  in  his  ac- 
quittal—and it  is  stated  in  the  papers  that  he  sailed  in  the 
Acadia  for  England.  la  our  next  No.  we  shall  insert  the 
charge  of  the  Judge. 

John  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  Mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  yesterday  sworn  into  office. 
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Trial  of  McLeod. 

Charge  of  Judge  Gridlcy  to  tlie  Jury, 

Delivered  before  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Oneida 
County,  Aew  Tork,  Oct.  12,  1S4U 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury. — I  congratulate  you  on  your  at 
length  arriving  at  the  present  stage  of  this  long  protracted 
trial.  After  your  patience  liaving  been  drawn  upon  for  six 
days  in  listening  to  the  trial,  and  a  d;iy  and  a  half  in  hearing 
the  arguments  of  coun-el,  you  have  at  last  arrived  at  that 
period  where  you  are  called  on  to  disch  irge  the  last  and 
deeply  solemn  duly  which  devolves  upon  you.  I  congnitu- 
late  you  also  upon  the  auspicious  circumstances  under  which 
you  approach  tlie  perfoi  inaiice  of  this  duty.  We  know  it  is 
true  that  a  deep  and  fervid  interest  is  felt  in  this  case  through- 
out the  entire  land.  We  are  also  aware  that  a  portion  of 
the  public  press  has,  from  the  commencement  of  the  coniro- 
versy,  teemed  with  inflammntory  and  passionate  articles.  We 
have  likewise  heard  of  popular  commotions  in  various  parts 
of  the  county  where  the  indictment  against  the  piisoiier  was 
found.  Still  though  these  disturbing  influences  may  prevail 
elsewhere,  we  can  at  least  say  th:it  they  have  not  entered  ihe 
solemn  temple  of  justice.  If  the  waves  of  excited  popular 
feeling  have  swej't  along  in  other  quarters,  they  have  not 
reached  the  portals  of  ihis  building,  consecrated  as  it  is  to 
the  taithful  ailmiriisir:itioM  of  that  justice  to  which  the  people 
and  the  prisoner  alike  appeal.  During  the  proceedings  here, 
it  may  also  be  remarked,  we  have  seen  attentive  auditors  in 
the  persons  of  loy;d  sulijccts  of  Great  lirilain.  who,  not  1  )ng 
since,  were  in  arms  in  defence  of  their  soil,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  had  the  presence  of  more  than  one  distinguished 
actor  in  the  scenes  of  tilood  and  sutTering  connected  with  the 
recent  abortive  attempt  at  revolution  in  the  t-'anadian  pro- 
vinces, yet,  although  these  individuals  as  well  as  others  who 
have  been  present,  must  have  been  deeply  interested  audi- 
tors and  spectators  of  what  has  occurred,  not  a  sinele  mur- 
mur has  been  heard — not  a  single  ebullition  of  excited  feel- 
ing has  escaf)e(l.  All  has  been  quietness  and  good  order, 
and  a  signal  proof  has  been  given  that  here  is  a  sp>)t  where 
justice  can  be  purely  administered  and  that  here,  if  nowhere 
else,  the  decision  of  an  upright,  intelligent,  and  honest  jury 
■will  be  acknowledged  sovereign  and  sujireme.  It  is  under 
these  auspicious  circumstances  that  I  invite  your  attention, 
gentlemen,  to  the  questions  connected  with  this  great  and 
important  case. 

Allow  me  to  offer  a  single  additional  passing  remark,  and 
it  is  this — in  order  to  appreciate  properly  the  que-tions  on 
■which  you  are  to  pronounce  your  judgment,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  you  should  keep  your  minds  entirely  unembarrass- 
ed by  the  consideration  of  other  matters  which  have  in  reali- 
ty nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  case,  'i'he 
counsel  on  one  side  and  ihe  other,  as  it  was  their  duty  and 
right,  have  presented  such  arguments  and  discussed  such 
tO|)ics  as  they  deemed  likely  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  par- 
ties whom  they  represent.  But  the  tribunal  wiiich  tries  has 
also  duties  to  perform,  altogether  different  from  those  incum- 
bent on  the  advocates  entrusted  with  the  interests  of  those 
■who  are  placed  at  its  bar.  The  case  of  this  prisoner,  gentle- 
men, I  may  simply  say,  is  to  be  tried  like  that  of  any  other 
person  indicted  for  the  same  offence. 
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The  first  question  is — has  any  murder  been  committed  7 
— and  the  second  question  is — is  the  piisjucr  at  the  bar, 
guilty  of  that  murder.'' 

On  the  first  question,  gentlemen,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
this  State,  as  you  have  already  learned,  during  the  progress 
of  the  trial,  have  passed.  Their  authority  is  bindntr  on  vou 
arwl  me.  We  are  sitting  here  to  dispense  justice  in  the  Cir- 
cuit (yonrt,  and  must  be  governed  by  the  decision  ofih  it  su- 
perior tribunal,  wliich  h  is  sent  d  wn  this  issue  to  be  tried 
here.  That  then  is  no  longer  an  open  question,  l)ut  an  ad- 
judicated one,  and  with  it  you  have  no  cor^cern, 

The  circumstances  out  of  which  this  indictment  originated 
are  briefly  these: — In  Dec.  IK37  a  body  of  <'anadian  refu- 
gees and  American  citizens  occupied  Navy  Island — fortified 
themselves  there  and  opened  a  cannonade  upon  the  Cana- 
dian main  shore,  where  some  2j00  or  3(J(;0  men  were  assem- 
bled to  protect  their  territory.  Aid  was  offered  to  these  o> 
cupants  of  .N'avy  Island  by  certain  inilividuals  in  Buffalo; 
and  one  William  Wells,  the  owner  of  the  steamboat  Caro- 
line, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own  intensts,  as  he 
swears  before  you  had  the  steamboat  cut  out  from  the  ice 
where  it  lay  in  Buflalo  Creek^and  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  of  Dec. — the  fatal  day  — that  boat  made  her  first  trip 
from  Buffalo  to  Schlosser,  touching  at  Navy  Island  ;  and 
that  after  that,  on-  the  same  day,  she  made  two  trips  to  Navy 
Island  from  Schlosser— that  it  was  instrumental  in  carrying 
armed  men— arms — provisions — and  one  piece  of  ordriance 
to  Navy  Island. 

Farther  than  this  it  does  not  appear  tlint  the  Caroline  was 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  occupants  of 
.\avy  Island.  Now  the  colonial  authorities  in  Canada  saw 
fit  to  regard  this  boat  as  a  portion  of  the  armament  of  the  in- 
surgents, and  resolved  to  destroy  her.  Sir  Allan  McNah- 
the  commander  of  Ihe  Provincial  forces  at  Chippewa  ordered 
volunteers  to  embark  in  boats,  of  which  five  reached  the 
Caroline  and  from  them  she  was  boarded,  whilst  her  peace- 
ful occupants  were  asleep  in  her  berths,  and  with  cutlasses, 
boarding-pikes  and  fire  arms  the  attacking  party  chased  the 
'  persons  on  board,  wounding  some,  killing  one,  and  whether 
others  experienced  the  same  fate  we  know  not— and  then 
having  set  fire  to  the  boat  the  attacking  party  sent  her  over 
the  "  FalLs." 

This  is  a  brief  history  of  the  transaction  so  far  as  it  is 
necessary  for  you  to  consider  it  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
standing and  deposing  of  this  case.  The  acts  I  have  described 
are  held  by  the  prisoner's  council  to  have  been  excused  in 
the  individual  performing  them  for  the  reason,  first,  because 
these  acts  were  authorized,  and  secondly,  because  done  in 
self-defence,  nnd  again  because  the  whole  transaction  has 
already  become  the  subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
governments,  so  as  to  deprive  this  court  of  jurisdiction  over 
the  offence.  These  arguments  have  been  laid  l)efore  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  that  court  after  great  research  and  de- 
liberate consideration,  pronounced  that  this  act  of  the  killing 
of  Durfee,  although  performed  in  the  prosecution  of  an  enter- 
prise like  that  1  have  already  described,  was  murder,  and  it 
follows  then,  gentlemen,  that  all  who  were  engaged  in  it  are 
guilty  of  the  same  oHc?nce,  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
arm  of  .McLeod  should  have  struck  the  fatal  blow,  to  render 
him  guilty.  Enough  that  he  was  engaged  with  others  in 
that  enterprise.  This  question  then  is  to  be  excluded  from 
your  con.'ideration.  It  has  it  is  true  been  dwelt  on  by  coun- 
sel on  both  sides  in  their  opening  addresses,  and  during  the 
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progress  of  the  trial.     I  refer  to  it,  however,  to  inform  yoii 
that  it  has  been  already  adjudicated  on  and  is  set  at  rest. 

Then  comes  the  question,  the  important  question  on  which 
you  are  to  pass — is  Alexander  McLeod  guilty  of  that  murderl 
The  Counsel  for  the  people,  have  presented  many  witnesses 
before  you,  the  tendency  of  whose  testimony  has  been  to 
show  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty,  and  in  order,  gentlemen, 
that  you  may  understand  and  appreciate  this  testimony,  I 
fchall  briefly  place  it  in  review  before  you.  I  shall  divide  it 
into  two  classes-  the  first  branch  eniluacing  the  direct  and 
circumstantial  evidence  other  than  that  arising  from  confes- 
sions connecting  the  prisoner  with  this  charge — the  second 
class  of  evidence  will  consist  entirely  of  confessions. 

'Jhe  first  witness,  gentlemen,  who  has  testified  t)efore  you 
is  Gihnan  Appleby.  He  is  the  only  witness  who  was  on 
board  of  the  boat  at  the  time  of  the  attatk.  He  was  the  cap- 
tain of  the  boat — he  slept  in  the  gentlemen's  cabin — he  w:is 
awoke  a  little  before  midnight,  as  he  tliinks  by  information 
that  there  were  boats  approaching — he  arose  and  })artially 
dressed,  made  his  way  up  the  stairs  till  lie  found  his  farther 
progress  arrested  —  he  retreated,  but  again  returned,  and  had 
opened  the  door  about  a  foot  when  it  was  violently  pushed 
open  by  some  one  outside,  who  then  made  a  plunge  at  him 
with  a  sword,  which  glanced  along  two  of  his  vest  buttons 
and  struck  against  the  metal  button  of  his  pantaloons — he 
was  considerably  excited,  but  in  that  momentary  glance  he 
saw  the  features  of  the  man  thus  attacking  him,  nnd  his  im- 
pression then  was  that  the  individual  was  Alexander 
McLeod  ;  but  with  all  commendable  |jrudence  and  caution 
—  for  which  I  honor  him — this  witness  says  that  amid  the 
agitation  of  that  moment,  and  in  that  hasty  glance  which 
jiassed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  he  cannot  say  that  it  was 
McLeod.  He  had  once  before  seen  the  prisoner  in  Buffalo, 
and  it  struck  him  at  the  time  that  his  apjiearance  was  similar 
to  that  of  the  individual  who  thrust  at  him,  but  it  was  only 
one  hurried  glance,  and  he  immediately  replied  to  the  ques- 
tion of  counsel  when  on  the  stand  here,  that  he  could  not  say 
that  it  was  Alexander  McLeud. 

The  next  witne.'s  is  Samuel  Drown.  He  resided  at  Chip- 
pewa, and  was  engaged  in  tending  bar  for  one  tSniith  who 
kept  a  tavern  there — and  he  says  that  he  went  up  on  the 
evening  of  this  transaction  to  what  is  called  the  ''  Cut,"  and 
up  the  Niagara  river — that  he  was  at  the  entrance  of  this 
"  Cut" — that  he  was  at  the  beacon-light— saw  the  boats  pass 
ing  into  the  "  Cut" — and  then  he  thinks  he  recognized 
McLeod  among  the  party  embarking  in  the  boats — it  was 
dark — but  the  witness  expressed  the  certainty  of  his  belief 
that  he  then  and  there  saw  the  prisoner.  He  says  he  went 
from  there  to  Davis's  tavern,  where  a  portion  of  these  per- 
sons came,  and  there  by  a  light  which  shone  from  within 
the  bar-room — or  by  a  light  out  on  the  stoop,  although  he 
cannot  remember  any  light  hanging  out  there — he  professes 
to  have  seen  there  again  Alexander  McLeod.  He  then  says 
that  the  next  morning,  gentlemen,  between  daylight  and  sun- 
rise, he  heard  some  of  the  men  in  the  tavern  talking  of 
McLeod's  being  wounded,  and  was  over  the  opposite  stoop — 
the  witness  looked  across,  he  said,  and  then  thought  be  again 
recognized  McLeod.  He  saj's  he  went  over  to  see  whether 
McLeod  was  wounded — he  saw  no  one  apparently  wound- 
ed, and  did  not  see  him.  He  was  then  inquiied  of  in  re- 
lation to  the  degree  of  certainly  with  which  he  could  say 
that  the  man  whom  he  saw  was  McLeod — and  he  said  in 
reply  that  "  he  saw  a  man  whom  he  called  Mcl.eod.  An- 
other question  was  put  to  him,  and  he  then  said  "  I  mean 
that  I  am  sure  that  it  was  McLeod,  as  that  ho  now  sits  be- 
before  me."  This  is,  gentlemen,  his  testimony.  He  sub- 
mitted to  a  long  cross-examination  ;  and  how  far  it  went  to 
shake  your  confidence  in  his  statements,  it  is  your  province, 
gentlemen  to  decide.  There  is,  however,  one  consideration 
whjch  I  will  submit  to  you.  It  is  this,  that  when  you  are 
to  judge  of  the  credit  to  be  attached  to  the  testimony  of  a 
witness,  it  is  right  and  proper  that  you  should  observe  his 
manner  on  the  stand — the  degree  of  intelligence  which  he 
exhibits — the  amount  of  powers  of  observation  and  accu- 
racy of  recollection — and  having  done  so  you  are  to  decide 
whether  his  answers  satisfy  you  tiiat  he  is  honest,  and  on 
Jh»  whole  whether  his  statements  are  of  such  a  character, 


when  taken  all  in  all,  that  you  can  rely  upon  them — and  if 
not  sufficient  to  satisfy  j'ou  altogether,  you  must  decide  in 
how  far  you  should  allow  what  degree  of  confidence  you 
must  repose  in  his  testimony,  and  that  you  will  bestow  on  it 
and  no  more.  It  is  argued  by  the  prisoner's  counsel  that  the 
degree  of  darkness  which  prevailed  then,  and  is  testified  to, 
was  .such  as  made  it  exceedingly  rash  for  this  witness  to 
pronounce  so  confidently  that  he  was  able  to  recognize 
McLeod  as  well  there  as  here  to-day.  It  is  also  argued  that 
he  stands  before  you  impeached  as  to  his  character  for  truth 
and  veracity.  And  to  sustain  this  impeachment  witnesses 
have  been  called  and  have  appeared  before  you,  and  testified 
that  he  lives  near  the  residence  of  this  witness,  and  he  says 
that  he  heard  him  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  think  at  some 
former  period,  when  subpajncd,  and  among  other  things  he 
.said  he  knew  nothing  in  reference  to  this  matter  that  could 
do  -McLeod  pny  harm  or  any  good.  The  statement  which 
he  tnakcs  of  what  he  said  is  somewhat  qualified.  It  is  re- 
marked on  the  other  hand,  that  witnesses  who  are  subpccned 
frequently  make  careless  observations,  and  that  this  person 
being  a  poor  man,  might  wish  to  avoid  attendance  on  this 
trial.  This  is  very  true  that  persons  often  make  careless  re- 
marks, and  had  Drovi'ii  made  such  a  statement  in  presence 
of  any  one  who  could  have  excused  him  from  attending 
here,  then  the  plea  of  counsel  would  have  been  entitled  to 
greater  regard  from  you.  If  in  truth  the  facts  which  he  has 
here  stated  were  remembered  by  him  at  that  time,  then  they 
were  all  facts  material,  and  he  could  not  have  said  consist- 
ently with  truth  that  he  knew  nothing  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  harm  or  benefit  the  prisimer.  This,  gentlemen,  is 
the  extent  of  that  individual's  testimony.  You  are  to  take 
it  into  your  considerali.)n,  and  are  to  exercise  your  judgment 
in  reference  to  the  effect  it  may  have  in  detracting  from  your 
conlidence  in  the  evidence  of  Drown,  I  may  add  that  in 
order  to  restore  \  our  confidence  in  Drown,  Bales  was  ques- 
tioned, .and  in  reply  stated  that  that  individual's  character 
for  veracity  had  lately  improved — that  formerly  he  had  been 
an  intemperate  man;  but  was  now  reformed. 

'i'he  next  witness,  gentlemen,  is  Isaac  P.  Carson.  He  is 
a  native  of  this  Slate  -a  carpenter  by  trade — he  had  been 
at  (.'hip()ewa  in  prosecution  of  his  busuiess — he  testifies  that 
he  was  at  Macklin's  store  on  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of 
December,  1837 — that  he  there  saw  Mogin,  Usher  and  the 
prisoner  fiassing  out  of  Davis's — that  he  also  saw  him  next 
morning  at  sunrise  vv'ith  others  on  the  ''  stoo[)" — that  he 
was  at  some  little  distance — that  he  could  see  only  his  head 
and  shoulders— that  he  was  telling  of  his  exploits,  and  say- 
ing that  he  had  killed  a  d — d  yankee — that  he  saw  him 
again  two  or  three  ilays  afterwards — that  he  then  said  he 
would  like  to  be  on  another  such  expedition,  and  burn  Buf- 
falo. This  is  an  analysis  of  this  witnesses  testimony,  which  is 
spread  over  several  pages  of  my  minutes.  You  well  recollect, 
gentlemen,  this  witnesses'  cross-examination,  and  will  judge 
how  far  that  weakened  the  force  of  the  statements  made  by 
him  on  his  direct  examination.  'J'here  is,  however,  one  point 
that  demands  your  jjarticular  attention.  This  witness  was 
inquired  of  as  to  who  else  were  present  when  he  iieard 
McLeod  flourishing  and  boasting  of  having  killed  a  yankee. 
At  first  the  witness  could  not  recollect  any  one;  at  length 
he  said  he  could  name  one  Casvi'ell.  He  was  then  asked 
vi'hether  he  was  present  at  this  trial,  and  he  said  yes.  He 
was  then  asked  when  it  first  occurred  to  him  that  he  saw 
Caswell  there  that  morning,  and  he  confessed  that  it  was 
that  very  moment.  The  cross-examination  was  protracted, 
and  in  the  course  of  it,  it  came  out  that  he  had  conversed  with 
Caswell  as  late  as  tlie  morning  of  the  day  on  which  he  testi- 
fied on  the  stand  before  you ;  that  they  talked  of  the  affair 
of  the  Caroline,  and  that  Caswell  informed  him  that  he  was 
there  that  morning.  It  may  be  that  that  was  all  true,  and 
that  it  really  did  not  occur  to  him  that  Caswell  was  there, 
till  the  moment  the  question  was  put  to  him.  But  you  are 
to  judge  of  that. 

The  next  witness  is  Charles  Perkins,  bar  keeper  at  Davis's 
Tavern — he  testifies  that  the  prisoner  went  to  bed  at  Davis's 
tavern  early  in  the  day  and  got  u|)  between  8  and  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening — that  a  gentleman  called  for  him  and  he  went 
out— that  half  an  hour  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  afier- 
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wards  he  saw  him  between  Davis's  and  the  Chi[)pewa  creek 
— that  a  good  many  peofile  were  on  the  road — that  McLcod 
went  into  one  of  the  boats — tliat  at  about  sunrise  next  morn- 
ing l.e  saw  him  at  Davis's — that  he  again  saw  him  a  few 
days  afterwards  in  the  officer's  mess-room,  and  there  heard 
him  say  that  he  had  killed  a  d — d  Yankee— or  something 
like  that — at  the  close  of  his  examination  this  witness  was 
asked  whether  he  could  say  w^ith  considerable  certainty  that 
he  saw  McLeod  at  the  "Cut,"  and  he  sa'd  he  could — he 
was  asked  further  and  said  he  had  no  doubt  of  it — he  also 
states  that  it  was  pretty  dark  that  night — and  testifies  also 
to  other  things,  on  account  of  which  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  contends  you  should  take  his  testimony  with  con- 
siderable grains  of  allowance — he  testifies  as  to  his  know- 
ledge of  McLeod — and  among  other  things  says  that  he 
once  went  to  see  him  in  company  with  a  brother-in-law 
whom  he  accompanied  as  a  witness  in  case  his  evidence 
were  necessary — that  money  was  paid  to  McLeod — but  al- 
though he  went  as  a  witness  he  cannot  recollect  the  amount 
of  the  money  paid  on  the  occasion.  It  is  also  argued  that 
this  witness  tells  a  very  extraordinary  story  in  relation  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  been  induced  to  appear  here — that 
he  started  from  home  to  make  certain  purchases  in  Buffalo 
— that  he  suspected  some  one  who  accosted  him  on  the  way 
with  the  design  of  arresting  him  to  insure  his  attendance  as 
a  witness  on  this  trial — that  he  returned  home — again  set 
out  and  was  arre.*tcd  in  Buffalo  before  he  had  time  to  trans- 
act any  business — that  further  he  was  ignorant  of  the  laws 
of  tbe  State,  and  was  so  frightened  by  the  alleged  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Hawley  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  power  to 
enforce  his  attendance  here,  that  he  consented  to  come.  All 
this  may  or  may  not  be  the  truth.  This  witness  also  testi- 
fies thai  he  was  solicited  to  come  here  by  persons  religiously 
opposed  to  bearing  arms.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  no  opinio.i 
to  express  on  these  matters.  You  are  the  sole  judges  uf  this 
testimony,  and  with  you  I  leave  it. 

The  next  witness  is  Caswell — he  whom  Carson  spoke  of, 
and  he  testifies  in  substance  that  he  also  saw  McLeod  that 
morning  at  Davis's  tavern. 

Then  comes  Quimby — he  is  the  witness  from  Pennsyl- 
vania— he  testifies  that  he  resided  some  2  miles  from  Chip- 
pewa ;  that  he  was  there  on  the  29tli  with  a  load  of  hay, 
which  he  sold  to  the  Government ;  that  he  did  not  get  paid 
for  it  at  the  time  of  the  sale;  thai  he  remained  till  evening; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  evening  saw  the  prisoner  at  Davis's 
tavern;  that  he  remained  there  from  9  till  lO  o'chick;  that 
he  then  started  for  home;  stopped  at  Pettis'  about  a  mile  oil' 
all  night;  that  he  then  turned  l)ack  and  was  again  in  Chip- 
pewa between  daylight  and  sunrise ;  that  he  went  back  to 
get  payment  for  his  hay  at  the  Commissary's  office :  that  he 
was  going  there  when  he  saw  McLeod  ;  that  he  saw  him  on 
the  "  ridge,"  and  that  he  there  heard  him  boast  of  his  ex- 
ploits on  the  Caroline,  and  heard  him  declare  that  there  was 
the  blood  of  a  Yankee  on  his  sleeve.  He  is  questioned  then 
as  to  whether  he  expected  to  receive  payment  for  his  hay  at 
that  early  hour,  and  whether  there  were  any  persons  in  llie 
office,  and  he  said  there  was  not;  that  he  wished  to  be  there 
in  good  season;  but  did  not  after  all  get  paid,  and  finally 
^■ent  home. 

But,  gentlemen,  it  seems  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Lett,  of  Loltsville,  Pa.,  that  on  one  occasion  this  Quimby 
came  with  another  person  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  affi- 
davit before  Mr.  Lott,  who  is  a  magistrate,  and  that  that  gen- 
tleman refu-ed  to  take  the  affidavit,  because  Quimby  was 
unworthy  of  credit — that  he  went  to  another  magistrate  by 
whom  the  affidavit  was  taken  and  sent  on.  Lott  says  that 
he  resides  in  Loltsville — that  the  reputation  of  the  witness 
Quimby  while  resident  there  was  very  bad — that  be  was  not 
to  be  believed  on  oath — and  that  in  informing  the  prisoner's 
counsel  of  his  character,  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  no  private  motives 
of  revenge  or  malice  to  gratify.  Now  it  is  said,  and  it  is 
true,  that  ordinarily  a  witness  to  invalidate  the  testimony 
of  another,  should  be  called  from  the  neighborhood.  But 
you  are  the  arbiters  of  this  question,  and  in  your  hands  I 
leave  it. 

'i'he  evidence  of  Selh  Hunman  for  whatever  it  is  worth, 
is  also  before  you.    When  examined  before  he  said  McLeod 


was  not  seen  by  him  that  morning — he  now  says  that  he 
was.      You  will  give  this  the  credit  you  deem  it  deserves. 

Justice  F.  T.  yievens  is  then  called  and  sworn.  He  tes- 
tifies that  he  was  present  on  the  night  in  question,  and  that 
he  saw  three  boats  go  out  and  return — and  he  distinctly 
and  f)ositively  swears  that  he  saw  McLeod  disembark  at  the 
beacon  light.  That  is  a  statement  which  is  not  corroborated 
by  other  witness,  and  is  on  the  contrary,  hostile  to  the  state- 
ments of  all  the  other  witnesses  on  both  sides.  It  cannot 
be  true.  He  was  dismissed  from  the  stand  without  cross- 
examination.  He  has  testified  to  a  deliberate  falsehood — a 
falsehood  for  which  the  palliating  pica  of  the  probability  of 
mistake  cannot  be  ofl'ered. 

Leonard  Anson  is  the  next  witness.  He  swears  that  he 
saw  McLeod  at  the  bar  in  Davis's  tavern — that  there  were 
others  there  who  took  part  in  the  expedition  against  tho 
Caroline,  each  boasting  as  to  who  had  committed  the  greate^t 
crime — that  there  he  saw  McLeod  draw  out  his  pistol  and 
declare  that  he  had  killed  ad — d  Yankee,  and  that  he  point- 
ed out  the  blood  on  the  stock  of  the  pistol.  This,  it  is  con- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  is  an  improbable  story — 
that  he  could  not  have  seen  the  blood  on  the  pistol.  And 
other  considerations  have  been  submitted  to  you  in  relation 
to  the  testitnony  of  this  individual  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  dwell  upon  now.  You  are  the  judges  of  their 
weight  and  the  attention  which  should  be  given  them. 

These  are,  I  believe,  the  only  witnesses  belonging  to  tho 
first  class  of  evidence  against  the  prisoner.  That  is,  these 
are  the  only  witnesses  who  testify  of  their  own  knowledge 
as  to  facts  unallied  with  confessions,  which  go  to  connect 
McLeod  with  this  enterprise.  And  the  prisoner's  counsel 
contends  that  some  of  these  witnesses  have  been  impeached, 
and  that  others  have  appeared  in  very  doubtful  circumstanced 
—  that  the  darkness  of  the  night  was  a  good  reason  why  no 
very  great  confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  statements  of 
those  testifying  so  positively  that  they  recognized  McLeod 
with  such  certainty.  And  that  what  they  have  thus  proved 
is  enough  to  throw  some  shade  of  suspicion  on  the  whole. 
That  is  the  view  taken  of  it  by  the  prisoner's  counsel. 

Whilst  on  the  other  hand,  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
insist  that  it  is  a  mass  of  testimony  which  you  must  believe 
and  which  believing  you  cannot  doubt  the  fact  of  the  pri- 
soner's guilt.  It  is  your  province  to  criticise  all  this  anil 
pass  upon  it. 

The  other  branch  of  the  evidence  is  that  contained  in  the 
confessions  of  the  prisoner;  and  there  is  a  principle  of  law 
applicable  to  that  description  of  evidence,  to  which  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoner  has  directed  your  attention— that  con- 
fessions are  in  themselves  the  most  suspicious  kinds  of  evi- 
dence— easily  fabricated — and  difficult  to  be  disproved — lia- 
ble to  be  mistaken — partially  heard — partially  remembered 
— and,  unless  corroborated  by  other  testimony,  the  rule  adopt- 
ed by  the  elementary  writers,  and  sanctioned  by  the  most 
distinguished  jurists,  is,  that  they  are  the  most  unsafe  de- 
scription of  testimony.  Nevertheless,  they  are  competent  to 
be  weighed,  judged  of,  and  passed  upon  like  all  the  other 
evidence  in  the  case.  I  therefore,  gentlemen,  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  evidence  of  Henry  Myers;  and  I  would  ad- 
monish you  that  one  rule  by  which  you  are  to  test  the  de- 
clarations of  witnesses,  is,  that  you  are  to  see  whether  they 
are  probable — like  what  men  in  like  circumstances  would  do. 

The  last  is  that  on  one  occasion  whilst  he  was  passinu 
Niagara  Falls  he  stopped  at  a  tavern  and  saw  McLeod  with 
a  number  of  others — that  McLeod  was  accosted  by  name  by 
another  of  the  party — that  he  boasted  that  he  had  killed  one 
d d  Yankee,  or  rel)el  — and  that  he  compelled  the  wit- 
ness to  "  treat  "  the  party.  You  will  judge  of  the  credibility 
of  this  witness's  story  ;  but  there  is  one  thing  he  said  which 
has  not  been  noticed  by  any  of  the  counsel,  and  what  may 
aid  you  in  passing  judgment  on  his  evidence — he  said  that 
he  marked  the  features  of  McLeod  well,  as  he  determined  to 
use  him  in  a  similar  manner,  if  ever  he  got  him  on  this  side 
of  the  frontier. 

The  next  witness  is  Calvin  Wilson.  He  is  the  keeper  of 
a  ferry  at  Young.^town,  in  Canada,  and  he  says  that  a  few 
days  after  the  destruction  of  the  Caioline,  he  went  aver  ta 
Canada— went  in  tp  a  house  where  was  a  pcrsQU  oiil\a  n«iu« 
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of  Rayncock,  McLeod  and  others  whom  he  named,  who  had 
been  actors  in  that  transaction,  and  that  McT.eod  said  one  of 

the  d d  rebels  got  shot  on  the  wharf.    This  wiiness  has 

been  cross  examined  at  length,  and  confessed  that  though  a 
poor  man  with  a  fimily,  he  had  given  S20U  to  the  "patriot" 
cause,  nnd  declined  answering  whether  or  not  lie  had  har- 
bored the  notorious  Lett.  To  rebut  his  testimony  a  respecta- 
ble inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Ni.igara,  named  Hamilton,  was 
produced  and  testified  that  he  well  l«iew  Rayncock,  nnd  that 
that  individual  was  absent  in  England  at  the  time  specified 
by  Wilson. 

The  next  witness  worthy  of  notice  is  Timothy  Wheaton. 
He  was  called  by  permission  after  prosecution  rested,  the  At- 
torney General  supposing  that  there  had  been  a  reservation 
in  favor  of  this  witness.  He  deposes  that  about  a  year  be- 
fore he  had  gone  from  Whitby,  Canada,  where  he  lived,  to 
Niagara — was  near  the  ferry — saw  McLeod  coming  up  from 
the  water  side,  and  the  witness  remarked  to  him  that  the 
fentincls  had  a  hard  time  of  it — that  they  then  talked  of  the 
Navy  Islanders — and  about  their  number,  that  McLeod  snid 
Ihey  never  would  have  the  Caroline  there  again,  and  added 
that  he  was  the  second  or  third  man  who  boarded  her,  that 
then  some  person  a  stran?er  to  witness  interrupted  the  con- 
versation by  taking  McLeod  off-  that  he  (the  witness) 
turned  from  the  ferry  recollecting  he  had  not  a  pass  and 
went  back  to  the  town.  Gentlemen  you  are  carefully  to  ex- 
amine this  evidence  and  decide  according  to  your  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  the  truth  as  it  really  is.  If  you  believe 
this  evidence,  notwithstanding  some  objections  to  it — and 
notwitlislanding  some  deductions  which  are  to  be  made — if 
you  believe  that  it  does  after  all  present  to  you  an  amount 
of  evidence  which  is  sufficient  to  call  up  the  prisoner  to  an- 
swer— then  you  are  to  take  into  consideration  the  defence 
ojiened  before  you.  And  it  is  undeniable  that  in  looking  at 
this  mihs  of  evidence  there  is  much  that  appears  questiona- 
ble, and  much  of  it  remains  that  is  not  powerfully  attacked, 
and  that  does  bear  very  hard  on  the  question  of  the  prisoner's 
guilt.  But  passing  from  this,  you  are  then  to  look  at  the 
.prisoner' -s  side,  because  it  is  the  right  of  every  man  put  on 
.trial  here  to  present  his  witnesses — have  them  examined,  and 
if  he  succeeds  in  establishing  a  defetjce,  to  have  the  full  bene- 
fit of  it. 

'J'hat  defence,  gentlemen,  is  what  is  called  an  alibi.  It  is, 
in  other  words,  that  he  had  no  part  or  lot,  no  sort  of  partici- 
pation in  this  enterprise.  And  this,  after  the  disposal  of  the 
first  question  already  passed  upon,  is  the  only  other  ground 
of  defence  that  exists.  And  in  my  judgment  no  degree  of  j 
suspicion  should  attach  to  it  as  an  original  defence,  because  I 
it  is  as  I  just  said,  the  only  defence  that  remains  for  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar.  If  he  were  in  truth  upon  that  expedition, 
then  is  he  guilty,  and  so  you  must  pronounce  him.  But, 
gentlemen,  if  he  was  at  that  time  5  or  6  or  7  miles  distant, 
if  he  had  no  participation  in  that  enterprise,  then  the  same 
great  principles  of  justice  require  that  you  should  pronounce 
him  innocent. 

The  evidence  sustaining  this  defence  consists  of  the  de- 
positions of  indiviJuals  avowedly  participating  in  the  expedi- 
tion, and  secondly  of  the  oral  testimony  of  several  individuals 
showing,  or  tending  to  show,  that  ItlcLeod  was,  during  the 
execution  of  this  enterprise  at  a  distant  spot,  in  another  town. 

First,  then,  with  regard  to  the  evidence  of  the  commis- 
Bioiid.  The  prisoner's  counsel  is  right  in  telling  you  that 
evidence  taken  in  this  way,  is,  and  should  be  less  satisfac- 
tory thaii  that  given  personally  before  you.  But  so  far  as 
the  depositions  themselves  go  to  describe  the  individuals  tes- 
tifying, you  may  desire  some  information  respecting  the 
etanding  and  character  of  those  individuals.  Some  of  them 
are  lawyers — some  of  them  mariners — and  some  officers  in 
Her  Majesty's  service,  and  by  their  de^icriptiona  they  should 
all  lie  men  of  character  and  responsibility. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  commicsion  was  a  "  roving  com- 
mission " — that  witnesses  were  examined  whose  names  had 
not  been  returned.  But  there  was  in  the  spirit  of  liberality, 
and  by  consent,  a  stipulation  made  tliat  more  witnes.ses  than 
those  named  mipht  be  examined.  It  was  also  hinted  that 
some  suspicion  should  attach  to  these  depositions  from  the 
manner  in  which  thoy  had  been  made  up.     [The  learned 


judge  here  described  the  manner  in  which  the  commissions 
were  executed  and  showed  that  no  suspicion  could  properly 
rest  upon  them.  He  then  proceeded.]  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral has  noticed  the  testimony  of  the.se  deponents  with  great 
minuteness,  and  equally  great  ability.  He  has  pointed  out 
where  the  witnesses  have  contradicted  each  other  or  the 
truth.  For  instance,  some  saying  that  resistance  was  made 
on  board  the  boat,  whereas  it  has  been  shown  that  there  was 
no  resistance.  If  the  witnesses  swore  so  knowing  that  they 
were  swearing  falsely,  that  will  of  course  detract  from  their 
credibility.  But  \\  ells  himself  testifies  that  he  heard  over- 
head the  sounds  of  fighting,  and  that  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  and  confusion  of  the  melee,  the  attacking  party  had 
mistaken  each  other  for  the  occupants  of  the  boat,  and  that 
they  fought  together.  If  that  were  true,  then  it  would  not 
follow  that  in  testifying  as  to  resistance  encountered  on  board 
the  boat,  they  were  not  false  in  tlie  corrupt  sense  of  the 
term. 

Passing  from  this,  there  is  this  other  consideration,  wliich 
must  strike  you  in  the  outset.  If  when  Alexander  McLeod 
sued  out  this  commission,  and  directed  the  commissioners  to 
examine  persons  who  had  been  in  each  of  the  boats,  and  if 
in  truth  he  had  been  present  there  himself,  he  must  be  a  bold 
man  indeed.  Because  he  must  have  supposed  that  the  com- 
missioners would  either  have  taken  only  those  who  could 
not  see  in  the  dark  whether  he  was  there  or  not,  or  that  the 
men  would  have  been  so  corrupt  as  to  swear  falsely  to  extri- 
cate him  from  the  punishment  of  the  crime.  But  this  is  no 
further  evidence  than  as  it  is  a  portion  of  the  history  of  the 
transaction,  and  with  these  views  you  are  to  take  up  the  tes- 
timony and  ascertain,  after  solemn  inquiry,  how  much  credit 
you  should  give  these  witnesses. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  gentlemen,  that  Sears  cannot  say 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  that  McLeod  was  not  on  hoard 
the  expedition.  It  is  equally  true  that  McNab  cannot  say 
so,  although  he  superintended  the  embarkation  of  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  enterprise.  None  but  the  All-seeing  eye 
could  penetrate  the  darkness  that  shrouded  those  there  asso- 
ciated. But,  then,  there  are  one  or  two  gentlemen,  from 
among  inmates  of  each  particular  boat,  who  have  been  ex- 
amined. Home  of  them  knew  McLeod  well  before  that  timo 
— others  became  acquainted  with  him  afterwards — some 
talked  with  and  recognized  all  their  associates — .ind  they  all 
testified  that  McLeod  was  not  amongst  them  on  that  night. 
Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  proper  that  you  should  apply  the  rule 
distinguishing  between  positive  and  negative  testimony.  It 
is  true  that  where  one  man  swears  he  did  see  another  at  any 
particular  spot  and  period,  it  is  more  satisfactory  than  when 
he  can  only  say  that  the  other  was  not  there.  But  you  will 
take  into  consideration  the  reasons  which  would  lead  you  to 
believe  that  the  crews  of  each  of  the  boats  must  have  well 
known  each  other,  and  so  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to  their 
credibility  when  they  say  positively  that  McLeod  was  not 
amongst  them.  With  this  remark,  I  leave  in  your  handa 
this  portion  of  the  prisoner's  defence. 

We  come  now  to  the  proof  of  an  alibi,  which  if  sustainedj 
can  leave  no  doubt  of  the  prisoner's  innocence,  unless  you 
can  believe  him  gifted  with  ubiquity. 

The  first  witness  to  prove  this  is  William  Press.  He 
avers  that  he  conveyed  the  prisoner  and  another  person  to 
Niagara  on  the  day  of  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline — that 
he  knows  it  to  be  that  day  from  the  fact  of  having  made  an 
entry  of  the  transaction  in  his  cash  book  under  that  date — • 
that  he  conveyed  the  prisoner  in  the  evening  as  far  as  Stam- 
ford on  the  way  back  to  Chippewa — that  there  prisoner 
alighted  from  the  wagon,  and  went  to  the  house  of  Capt. 
John  Morrison. 

William  Stocking  was  called  and  corroborated  the  evi- 
dence of  Press,  and  both,  I  may  add,  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  Hamilton  respecting  Rayncock's  having  left  for  Eu- 
rope before  the  commencement  of  the  troubles  in  Canada, 

The  family  of  Captain  Morrison  and  himself  swear  posi- 
tively as  to  McLeod's  being  there  on  the  night  of  the  29th 
of  December.  Caiitain  Morrison  stales  that  he  is  enabled  to 
fix  the  day  from  the  circumstance  ihat  his  friend  Col.  Ca- 
meron, called  at  his  gate  early  ne>:t  morning,  and  informed 
him  of  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline^  and  gave  him  a  frag- 
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ment  of  her  ruins,  which  he  had  found  in  an  eddy  below  the 
Falls — that  he  told  this  to  McLeod,  whom  he  found  half 
dressed  in  the  parlor,  where  he  had  slept  during  the  night — 
that  McLeod  was  eUctrified,  and  calling  for  his  horse,  pro- 
posed to  leave  immediately,  but  finally  remained  for  break- 
fast—after which  he  went  on  his  way. 

Then  comes  the  witness  Gilkinson,  (hat  he  met  McLeod 
on  the  day  aficr  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  on  the  road 
from  Stamford— that  they  rode  up  together  to  opposite  Navy 
Island,  from  which  they  were  firi-d  on — that  one  of  the  balls 
was  picked  up  and  handed  to  McLeod,  who  carried  it  with 
him — and  Sears,  you  will  recollect,  states  that  on  this  day 
he  saw  McLeod  and  another  person  riding  along  that  way, 
and  that  they  were  fired  at  from  Navy  Island.  This  testi- 
mony is  also  corriiborated  by  that  of  Mr.  McLean. 

'I'his  is  the  aggregate  of  the  testimony,  gentlemen,  on  this 
part  of  the  defence.  The  evidence  of  the  Morrisons  and  the 
declaration  of  McLeod  on  his  examination  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  you  and  criticised  by  the  Attorney  General  with 
great  ability.  If  he  has  satisfied  you  that  the  Morrisons  may 
have  been  mistaken  as  to  dates,  and  in  particular  in  refer- 
ence to  this  great  epoch,  and  that  the  other  witnesses  corro- 
borating them  may  have  also  been  mistaken,  then  your  con- 
fidence in  this  portion  of  the  testimony  vanishes.  But  if  you 
decide  on  just  grounds  otherwise,  then  it  should  I  think  be 
deemed  satisfactory  in  establishing  the  innocence  of  the  pri- 
soner. 

[Mr.  Spencer  then  requested  the  Court  to  charge  the  jury 
that  the  deposition  of  Col.  Cameron  corroborated  essentially 
the  statement  of  Captain  Morrison,  which  His  Honor  did 
and  proceeded  :] 

Hut  gentlemen,  if  even  after  all,  though  the  prisoner  may 
in  your  opinion  have  failed  completely  in  proving  an  alibi, 
yet  if  he  have  raised  sufficient  doubt  as  to  his  guilt,  he  is  to 
have  the  full  benefit  of  that  doubt.  The  law  never  divides 
between  the  living  and  the  dead — never  consigns  any  indi- 
vidual to  the  tomb  without  an  overwhelming  amount  of  evi- 
dence to  |)rove  the  guilt  of  the  accused.  In  this  spirit  you 
are  now  to  consider  the  evidence  which  I  have  fully  review- 
ed before  you. 

And  now  gentlemen,  my  task  is  performed.  Your  duty 
remains  to  be  done.  And  it  is  one  of  the  most  solemn  trusts 
that  can  be  reposed  in  the  citizen.  Yon  are  to  take  this  case 
into  your  deliberate  consideration.  You  are  to  weigh  and 
decide  on  every  part  and  portion  of  it.  You  are  to  call  into 
exercise  your  best  powers  of  judgment — regardless  of  rumors 
which  may  have  reached  your  ears —  regardless  of  every  con- 
sideration except  that  of  the  guiding  principle  of  justice  and 
impartiality.  And  when  you  shall  have  come  to  your  de- 
cision— and  declared  where  the  truth  lies,  then,  with  an  in- 
dependence that  will  honor  you,  and  with  the  noble  integrity 
that  your  country  expects  you  to  exhibit,  you  will  pronounce 
your  verdict.  And  then  I  trust  that  all  who  have  witnessed 
this  trial — the  ability  wiih  which  it  has  been  conducted — 
and  your  patience  in  attending  to  it,  will  be  satisfied. 

If  the  evidence  will  lead  you  to  say  that  he  is  guilty  then, 
although  your  decision  should  wrap  your  country  in  the 
flames  of  war,  you  will  fearlessly  pronounce  it — on  the  other 
hand  if  he  be  innocent  you  will  so  pronounce  him,  regard- 
less of  thrents  or  murmurs  or.  fear  of  rebuke — and  may  the 
God  of  truth  enable  you  to  decide  according  to  those  princi- 
ples of  truth  and  equity  which  are  the  foundations  of  the 
Eternal  Throne. 

Conclusion. 

At  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  His  Honor  concluded,  and  j 
the  case  was  tlien  given  to  the  Jury,  who  retired   under 
charge  of  the  Constables,  whilst  the  Court  proceeded  fo  the 
despatch  of  other  business. 

In  twenty  minutes  the  Jury  returned  to  the  Court  house. 

"  Have  you  agreed  upon  a  verdict,  Gentlemen  of  the 
Jury  1"  asked  the  Clerk. 

"  We  have,"  replied  the  Foreman.  \ 

"What  say   you.  Gentlemen,   do   you   find   AJjxandcr ' 
McLeod  guilty  or  not  guilty  i"' 

"Not  GiiLTr." 


All  was  hushed  and  quiet — no  excitement  visible  any- 
where. The  prisoner's  keen  grey  eyes  brightened  up  some- 
what, and  taking  his  hat  and  cloak,  he  slowly  retired  with 
his  counsel. 


The  Gale  at  IVaiitticket. 

The  Nantucket  Inquirer  gives  the  following  account  of 
its  destructive  elFects  on  the  inland  : 

"  The  new  and  extensive  rope-walk  belonging  to  Barker 
&  Athearn,  and  occupied  by  Joseph  James,  was  swept  from 
its  foundation,  and  torn  to  fragments,  leaving  only  the  tar- 
house,  and  part  of  the  hemp-house.  A  large  portion  of  an- 
other rope-walk,  belonging  to  Isaac  Myrick,  at  the  west  part 
of  the  town,  was  demolished.  Several  smaller  buildings,  in 
exposed  situations  on  the  beach,  were  washed  away,  or  shat- 
tered to  pieces. 

A  great  number  of  chimneys,  some  of  them  from  build- 
ings nearly  new,  were  thrown  down  by  the  forces  of  the 
wind.  The  walks  upon  the  roofs  of  some  thirty  dwelling 
houses  in  various  quarters  of  the  town,  were  blown  off. — 
Trees  of  large  dimensions,  flag-staflfs,  fences,  and  other  ex- 
posed objects,  were  prostrated.  The  tide  rose  to  a  height  al- 
most unprecedented  — reaching  from  two  to  three  feel  above 
the  surface  of  the  wharves,  and  extending  into  most  of  the 
lower  streets,  strewing  in  various  directions  quantities  of 
lumber,  cord  wood  and  other  buoyant  articles. 

At  the  villiige  of  Siasconset,  the  effects  of  the  gale  were 
also  severely  felt.  The  high  bank,  or  bluff,  on  the  front  of 
the  village,  overlooking  the  sea  gave  way  for  some  consi- 
derable extent,  whereby  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr,  Marshall 
Crosby,  together  with  two  barns,  were  precipitated  down  the 
cliff.  A  Mr.  Hussey,  resident  there,  had  his  thigh  broken  by 
a  fall  down  the  precipice.  The  observatory,  and  two  or  three 
barns,  or  chaise  houses,  several  chimneys,  walks  on  house 
tops.  &c„  were  blown  down. 

In  fine,  such  a  scene  of  devastation,  from  any  similar 
cause,  has  not  been  witnessed  in  this  place  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  We  shudder  at  the  expectation  of  sad 
tidings  from  abroad.  Our  whole  coast  must  have  experienced 
this  terrible  storm,  and  at  some  points,  peihaps  the  visitation 
was  even  more  calamitous  than  with  us.  We  have  cause 
for  thankfulness  that,  in  such  a  season  of  imminent  peril,  no 
loss  of  life  has  occurred.  During  the  night  of  Sunday,  es- 
pecially, when  every  building  trembled  under  the  pressure 
of  the  furious  elements,  there  were  but  few  families  free  from 
alarm  and  consternation.  On  that  night,  literally,  not  many 
slept  without  rocking." 

At  Edgartown,  the  gale  was  also  very  severe — causing 
much  dan.age.  It  carried  away  a  considerable  part  of  the 
causeway  leading  to  the  light  house  in  the  inner  harbor  ; 
blowed  down  several  barns ;  unroofed  dwelling  houses ; 
blowed  down  chimneys,  fences,  «fec. 


TUc  Gale  at  Rockport* 

The  destruction  of  property  at  Rockport,  formerly  a  part  ■ 
of  Gloucester,  by  the  late  gale,  was  very  great.  The  Break- 
water, built  in  1832,  at  an  expense  of  $17,000,  gave  way, 
in  consequence  of  which,  all  the  fishing  schooners  in  port, 
were  driven  on  shore,  and  nearly  all  destroyed.  The  whole 
loss  is  estimated  at  §40,000,  and  falls  on  those  least  able  to 
bear  it.     The  Gloucester  Telegraph  says : — 

"  The  scene  at  Rockport  is  described  by  eye  witnesses  to 
have  been  truly  sublime.  The  power  of  the  wind  and  r'/aves 
combined,  may  be  conceived  of  by  the  fact,  that  vessels  which 
had  been,  as  was  supposed,  secured  in  such  a  manner  ns  to 
save  them  from  all  possibility  of  getting  loose,  had  their  nu- 
merous fastenings  snapped  as  if  they  had  been  but  so  many 
pipe-stems,  and  in  an  instant  the  vessels  themselves  were 
dashed  into  an  hundred  fragments  among  the  rocks." 


The  Barnstable  Patriot,  in  an  article  on  the  sulject  of  the 
destruction  by  the  late  north-east  gale,  says: — 

"The  effects  of  the  wind  are  visible  everywhere  around 
us.    Buildings  have  been  injured — trees,  some  of  large  t'vic. 
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fences,  corn,  &c.,  &c.,  have  been  prostrated  in  many  places, 
and  vegetation  generally  has  suffered  more  or  lessj  damage. 

Sail  works  have  also  sull'ered  severely  in  this  vicinity —  | 
and  a  considerable  dam;»gc  has  been  done  about  our  wharves,  ! 
by  lioals  being  stove — and  the  tides  flowed  to  such  an  unu-  ; 
sual  height,  as  to  sweep  them  of  almost  every  moveable  ar- 
ticle, besides  overflowing  our  salt  meadows,  and  carrying  off 
hundreds  of  Ions  of  hay." 


The  Calctloiiiu. 

By  the  packet  brig  Acadian,  Capt.  Jones,  at  this  port  yes- 
terday from  Halifax,  N.  S.  we  learn  that  the  steamship  Cale-  j 
donia,  Uapt.  McKellar,  which  left  here  on  the  2d  inst.  ar- 
rived at  that  port  at  }  before  7  P.  M.  on  the  7th  inst.  after  , 
a  most  awful  and  terrilic  passage  of  over  5  days,  having  sus- ; 
tained  some  damage  to  her  paddle  boxes,  and  the  loss  of  her  ] 
life-boat.     She  was  obliged  to  lay  to  52  hours.     The  3d  of- 
ficer and  carpenter  had  their  legs  broken,  and  nine  seamen 
were  badly  injured.     It  was  doubtful  whether  the  3d  ollicer 
would  survive  his  wounds.     She  had  not  left  Halifax  when 
the  Acadian  sailed,  the  night  of  the  8th  inst.     The  Caledo- , 
Ilia's  arrival  at  Halifax   was  looked  for   .vith  great  anxiety,  | 
and  when  she  was  announced  below,  crowds  of  people  cover- 
ed the  wharf  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  her  delay.     The 
Morning  Herald  of  the  Slh,  says  :    "  The  passengers  never 
expected  to  see  Halifax,  nor  any  other  port.  It  proves,  how- 
ever, the  superiority  of  the  Cunard  line  over  the  New  York 
or  any  other  line,  for  no  other  vessel  could  have  stood  what 
Ihis  boat  has  experienced." — Boston  Jitlas. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  passenger  on  board  the  Cale- 
donia, dated  Halifax,  Thursday  evening,  October  7,  1841  : 
After  a  long  and  tedious  passage,  we  arrived  here  at  7  o'clock 
this  evening,  having  encountered  a  severe  north-easterly 
storm,  which  still  continues.  On  Sunday  we  shipped  a  heavy  ; 
sea,  which  disabled  nine  of  the  men,  among  them  the  third 
mate  and  carpenter,  breaking  one  of  the  legs  of  the  former  , 
in  two  places,  and  the  thigh  of  the  latter ;  burst  open  the 
hatchway  of  the  fore-cabin,  deluging  the  saloon,  and  com- 
pelling the  occupants  to  evacuate  ;  the  other  cabins  were  al-  ] 
so  wet,  although  not  so  badly — but  it  will  be  impossible  to 
have  them  dry  and  comfortable  the  rest  of  the  voyage.  One 
of  the  boats  was  carried  away,  and  the  life-boat  nearly  so ; 
part  of  the  bulwarks  and  covering  of  the  paddle  houses  were 
also  carried  away,  and  on  Monday  night  the  tiller  ropes  were 
in  the  same  condition,  but  their  want  was  supplied  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  or  two. 


Tlic  Late  Gale* 

Sr.  Joseph,  Sept.  21. 

Our  equinoctial  storm  came  off  on  the  night  of  the  24th 
inst.  The  tide  was  higher  here  than  ever  before  known,  and 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  old  wharf,  (the  pens  of  which 
had  been  cut  apart  for  the  piles  of  the  new  wharf)  was  car- 
lied  away.     IN'o  other  material  damage  was  done. 

At  Apalachicola  the  storm  was  of  equal  violence,  unroof- 
ing several  of  the  slate  covered  brick  stores,  and  blowing 
down  the  market  house  and  swamping  all  the  small  boats  in 
:the  harbor. 

All  of  the  wharves  were  more  or  less  injured — some  en- 
tirely destroyed.  The  two  steamboats  lying  at  Sand  Island, 
were  scuttled  and  thus  saved  from  total  destruction.  The 
steamer  Chamois,  on  the  ways  about  seven  miles  above  the 
town,  had  her  cabin  blown  off. 

At  St.  Andrews,  the  water  was  four  feet  higher  than  in 
any  former  gale,  and  the  only  craft  in  the  harbor,  the  schoon- 
er Clementina,  of  Apalachicola,  was  blown  high  and  dry  op- 
posite Porter's  landing. 

Aiitiquil  y. 

The  Charleston  Courier  notices  a  rare  literary  curiosity 
in  that  city.  It  is  a  Hebrew  Prayer  Book  thirteen  hundred 
and  fftij-seven  years  old.  The  Courier  says  it  is  an  im- 
mense volume,  written  in  the  Hebrew  character,  on  parch- 
ment of  the  finest  quality,  altogether  with  a  pen,  and  with 
an  accuracy  and  beauty  that  makes  it  a  master-piece  of  pen- 
manship. 


The  Cliicaso  "Wlieat  JTarket. 

The  comparatively  high  price  of  wheat  at  Chicago  dur- 
ing the  past  month  caused  large  quantities  of  that  article  to 
be  taken  there  from  a  great  distance.  We  will  give  the  ad- 
venture of  a  Knox  county  farmer. 

Mr.  John  Allen  resides  near  Maquon,  on  Spoon  river, 
about  35  miles  back  of  Peorii.  Early  in  September,  load- 
ing his  two  wagons  with  3'J  bushels  of  wheat  each,  one  of 
which  was  driven  by  himself  and  the  other  by  his  son,  he 
left  for  (yhicago.  They  averaged  28  miles  a  day,  and  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  on  a  Saturday  at  noon. — 
After  examining  the  market,  he  snid  at  $\  10  per  bushel, 
and  on  Monday  colleclcd  a  return  load,  with  which  he  sit 
out  for  home,  which  he  reached  again  after  an  absence  of 
14  days. 

The  return  load  consisted  of  2  bbls.  (a  little  over  11 
bushels)  Onondaga  salt,  for  which  he  paid  .50  cents  per 
bushel :  half  barrel  of  while  fish,  $3  75  ;  a  set  of  double  har- 
ness, §15;  and  a  lot  of  window  sash,  10  by  12,  made  by 
hand,  4  cents  a  light — (the  machine  sash  could  be  had  for 
3  to  Sj.)  He  also  brought  a  load  of  household  goods  for  a 
family  who  had  just  landed  at  Chicago,  bound  for  French 
Grove,  in  this  county,  within  a  half  day's  drive  of  Maquon, 
for  which  he  received  7S  cents  per  100  lbs.,  making  $16  50 
for  the  load. 

His  whole  expenses  on  the  road,  going  and  returning, 
were  $10.  For  meals  he  paid  generally  25  cents,  sometimes 
less;  and  for  lodging  12^.  For  his  horses  at  hay  at  niglit 
125  each  when  they  were  stabled,  which  was  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  time,  they  being  '•  tied  out"  the  other  third. — 
For  oats  and  corn  on  the  road,  19  to  25  cents  per  bushel. 

The  return  load  is  worth  at  Maquon  as  follows ;  Salt,  per 
bushel,  $1  25,  or  §13  75  for  two  bbls. ;  h  bbl.  fish,  §7  50  ; 
harness,  $16  -,  (of  the  quantity  of  sash  we  omitted  to  inquire 
— the  price  here  is  10  ccnt.s  per  light.)  We  can  now  see 
how  the  account  current  stands  : 

CO  bushels  of  wheat  at  §1    10 §66  00 

Expenses  on  road 16  10 

Clear  receipts  for  wheat 5  J  00 

Costof2  bbls.  salt §  5  60 

I  bbl.  fish .     3  75 

window  sash,  (say) 4  00 

set  of  double  harness 15  00 

§23  35 
These  are  worth  here — 

Salt  §13  75;  fish  7  50 §21   25 

Sash  10  ;  harness  26 36  00-57  25 

28  9J 
Add  loan  of  household  goods 16  50 

45  40 
Add  clear  receipts  for  wheat 50  00 

§95  40 
Making  §95  40.  For  the  two  loads  of  wheat,  if  sold  here, 
he  would  have  received  §30,  or  §65  40  less.  He  might  have 
made  something,  however,  on  a  back  load,  say  §15  40,  so 
that  he  is  the  gainer  by  having  gone  to  Chicago  50  dollars. 
If  we  suppose  the  time,  over  and  above  which  it  would  have 
taken  to  come  to  Peoria,  was  worth  25  dollars,  still  there  is 
a  clear  saving  of  just  this  sum,  or  25  dollars. 

We  do  not  offer  this  statement  to  induce  other  farmers 
novv  to  follow  Mr.  A.'s  example.  Wheal  has  since  fallen 
to  80  cents  per  bushel,  and  it  is  clear  that  should  they  fail 
of  a  good  return  load,  they  had  much  better  sell  here  for  50 
cents. — Peoria  Register. 


Jersey  City. — There  are  in  Jersey  city  440  houses  ;  va- 
cant lots  943  ;  householders  580 ;  single  men  206 ;  total 
population  3,215.  Value  of  real  estate  Slate  and  county  lax 
§100,150;  do  for  city  §1,770  25;  personal  property  §9,150. 

^jXe-wark  Daily  Jldvertiser. 


1841.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


263 


Tobacco  Iiispectious  of  Virginia  aud  Stocks  for 
years  184.0  and  1811. 

Inspections.  Stocks. 

September  30ih,  1840  59,034  hhds.      13,829  hhds. 

1841  51,994    "  8,719    " 

Foreign  clearances  for  the  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1841. 


Destination. 

Hhds.  Tobac. 

a 

o 

c 

a 
-§ 

u 
a 

.a 
o 

m 

o 

.    1 
u 

V 

a 

a 

14S 

... 

o 

a 

jQ      . 
o    K 

■^  y.- 
1^ 

c     ; 

3 

o 

^  ! 

1460 

57 

1213 

74 

O 

Leitli 

650 
81t^9   , 
1504 

3-17 
2026 
2785-'- 
1748 
1137 

3843 
551 
218 

11.5 

2274 

•  •  • 

7815 

London  

Bremen 

Amsterdam  . . . 

Antwerp 

Cowes,  &c. . . . 

Marseilles 

Bordeaux 

Pcrnambaco  . . 

Liverpool 

Havre 

Jamaica 

Havana 

Kingston 

Rotterdam  . . . . 

Gibraltar 

Glasgow 

Bolivia 

Genoa 

Baibadoes 

Bristol 

I>eghorn 

Jug 

'FVieste 

Bahia 

5r03 
394d 

2150 
722 
924 

950 

468 
410 

562 

... 
1463 

5074 

395 

o 

336 

212 

65 
3 

•  •    • 

12 

18 

J 127 
438 

58 
918 
■ .  • 

... 

. . . 

'_6345 

619 
600 

1150 
i:61 

1200 

171 

'2-445 
.... 

1200 

25600 
1764 

34442f, 

3403',   160 

:  43125 

Estimated  value  of  foreign  and  coastwise  exports  from  the 
ports  of  Richmond  and  City  Point,  Virginia. 
Tobacco  3  1442^  hhds,  vl'd  at  $125  per  hhd.  §4,305,312  50 


Stems 
Tcs. 
Bales 
Scraps 


6074 

3403  tierces" 

160  bales    " 

18  hhds.  " 


('otton  6,345  bales 
Flour  43,125  bbls. 


20 

50  per  tierce 
30  per  bale 
20  per  hhd. 
40  per  bale 
5i  per  bbl. 


121,4S0  00 
17u,150  00 
4,800  00 
360  00 
253,800  00 
237,187  00 


Estimated  value  of  foreign  exports 

"  coastwise  shipments 


$5,093,089  50 
4,'*50,000  00 


Import  Duties. 

The  following  circular  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
addressed  to  officers  of  the  customs,  contains  information  in- 
teresting to  importers : 


TiiF.AsunT  Depaiitmext, 7 
ptroller's  Office,  October,  1841.      5 


Sept.  33th.   Total  value  of  exports  for  1841  $9,343,089  50 

For  year  ending  30th  Se[)t.  1840,  the  esti- 
mated value  of  foreign  and  coastwise  ex- 
ports 8,063,895  50 


Excess  in  1841 


$1,274,194  00 


N.  B.  Under  the  class  of  tierces  Tobacco  strips  in  half 
hhds.  and  manufactured  Tobacco  for  foreign  shipment  are 
embraced. 

BAGWELL,  SMITH  &  JONES. 

Richmond,  October  18,  1841. 


First  Com 

Sir — Since  the  transmission  of  the  circular  of  the  30th 
ultimo  from  this  oflice,  further  inquiries  in  reference  to  the 
duties  chargeable  under  the  act  of  lllh  September,  1841, 
"  relating  to  duties  iind  drawbacks,"  have  induced  the  fol- 
lowing views  and  opinions  of  this  olFice  : 

The  first  section  declares,  "  That  on  all  articles  imported 
into  the  United  Statos  from  and  after  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1811,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  on 
all  articles  which  arc  now  admitted  free  of  duty,  or  which 
are  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  less  than  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  a  duty  of  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  ex- 
cept, &c." 

Among  the  articles  thus  referred  to,  and  now  to  pay  a  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  are,  worsted  stuff  goods  (pro- 
perly so  called)  and  shawls,  and  other  manufactures  of  silk 
and  worsted,  antl  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shafi 
be  the  component  material  of  chief  value,  coming  from  this 
side  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk  ;  the  fore- 
going articles  and  manufactures  being  declared  free  of  duty 
by  the  act  of  2d  March,  1833,  section  fourth. 

All  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  com- 
ponent part,  coming  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,- 
except  sewing  silk,  having  been  charged  with  a  duty  of  tcir 
per  centum  ad  valorem  by  former  laws. 

Laces ;  of  thread  or  silk,  and  lace  veils,  lace  shawls  or 
siiades  of  thread,  or  silk,  paying  under  former  laws  a  duty 
of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem,  or  being  exempt 
from  duty: 

Blankets  costing  less  than  seventy-five  cents  each,  and 
paying  under  former  laws  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

From  the  foregoing  articles  of  manufacture,  as  now  pay- 
ing a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  will  necessarily  be  distin- 
guished articles  of  manufactures  enumerated  and  paying 
higher  rates  of  duty  thin  twenty  per  cent.,  as  ready  made 
I  clothing,  of  whatever  material  composed,  paying  under  for- 
j  mer  laws  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  millinery  and  hosiery, 
'  of  whatever  material  composed,  paying  under  former  laws- 
'  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  mits,  gloves  and  bindings, 
:  of  whatever  material  composed,  paying  under  foruier  laws 
twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  : 
I      Coach  laces,  of  whatever  material  composed,  paying  un' 
der  former  laws  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
j      There  will  be  paid  under  the  recent  law  the  following 
j  rates  of  duty  on  the  manufactures  mentioned,  viz  :  on  manu- 
factures of  worsted  or  combed  wool,  as  shawls,  table  cover.i, 
and  similar  articles,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem  ;    oa 
manufactures  of  worsted  and  cotton,  twenty-five  per  centuirt 
ad  valorem  ;  on  manufactures  of  silk  and  cotton,  or  worsted, 
silk  and  cotton,  silk  being  the  material  of  chief  value,  twen- 
ty-five per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  manufactures  composed 
of  worsted,  and  hemp  or  flax,  decided  by  the  courts  under' 
former  laws  in  the  case  of  sealiots.  composed  of  worsted  and 
linen,  to  be  an  unenumerated  article,  twenty  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

You  will  be  governed  accordingly  in  the  practice  of  your 
office.  J.  N.  BARKER. 

^ctin^  Comptroller 


Netv  Channel  in  tbe  Delavrnre* 

Commander  Thomas  R.  Gedney,  it  is  stated,  has  recent- 
ly discovered  a  new  channel  into  the  Delaware  Bay.  This 
channel  runs  in  a  W.  S.  W.  direction  from  Cape  May,  is 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  has  1 7  feet  at  low  water,  and 
■avee  the  circuitous  cour-^e  around  the  overfalls  of  vessels 
bound  into  the  Delaware  from  the  northward. 


h 


Sale  of  Real  Kstate  in  Boston. 

That  valuable  tract  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Boylston  streets,  known  as  the  Head  esta'e,  was  sold  at  auc 
tion  on  Friday,  and  the  prices  wr re  as  follows  : 

On  Tremont  street:  Lot  No.  1,  S3  55  per  foot ;  No.  2,- 
$2  90  ;  No.  3,  $2  65  ;  No.  4,  $2  90 ;  No.  5,  $2  65. 

On  Boylston  street :  Lot  No.  6,  $1  92^;  No.  7,  $1  9?^ 
No.  8,$ I   72i;No.  9.  SI   75. 

Back  Land:  Tio.  10,  $\  60;  No.  II,  $1  75;  No.  12, 
$1   SO.r—Jtlas. 


COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Statistical  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  from,  and  exports  to,  each 
foreign  country  ;   also  the  tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from,  and  departing  to,  each  foreign 
country,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1840. 


COUNTRIES. 


Hussia 

Prussia 

Sweden  and  Norway 

Swedish  West  Indies 

Denmark 

Danish  West  Indies 

Hanse  Towns 

Holland 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Dutch  West  Indies 

Dutch  Guiana 

Belgium 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Gibraltar 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

British  East  Indies 

British  West  Indies 

British  Honduras 

British  Guiana 

British  American  Colonies  . . . 

Australia 

British  African  ports 

France 

French  West  Indies 

French  Guiana 

Bou  rbon 

Hayti 

Spain 

TenerifTc  and  other  Canaries. 
Manilla  and  Philippine  islands 

Cuba 

Other  Spanish  West  Indies. . . 

Portugal 

Madeira 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

Cape  de  Verd  islands 

Italy 

Sicily 

Ionian  islands 

Greece 

Trieste 

Turkey 

M.irocco 

Texas 

Mexico 

Venezuela 

New  Grenada 

Central  America 

Brazil 

Argentine  Republic 

Cisplatinc  Republic 

(Jhili 

Peru 

Republic  of  Ecuador 

South  America,  generally  .... 

China 

Europe,  generally 

Asia,  generally 

Africa,  generally 

Arabia 

West  Indies,  generally 

South  Seas 

Sandwich  islands 

Atlantic  Ot-ran 

North-west  coast  of  America. 
Uncertain  places 


rOMMEIlCE. 


Value  of 
imports. 


$2,572,427 

59,304 

1,217,913 

57,545 

7,50 

969,177 

2,521,493 

1,074,754 

817,897 

396,479 

37,766 

274,867 

33,114,133 

525,217 

98,349 

32,567 

28,471 

32,324 

1,952,461 

1,048,165 

158,353 

10,973 

2,007,767 

122,141 

17,572,876 
335,251 


1,252,824 

1,684,665 

150,522 

4.50,251 

9,83.5,477 

1,898,732 

222,884 

309,52 1 

38,138 

29,348 

1,157,200 

649,525 

43,027 

373,365 

563,476 

62,138 

303,847 

4,175,001 

1,3.55,166 
217,382 
189,021 

4,927,296 
293,562 
494.402 

1,616,859 

438,495 

23,685 

6,640,829 

284,452 
372,537 


13.762 
1 6,293 


1,625 


Total 107,141,519 


Value  of  Exports. 


Domestic 

produce. 


$234,856 

43,353 

435,092 

93,710 

76,183 

918,931 

3,367,963 

3,345,264 

132,751 

259,438 

52,118 

1,834,229 

51,951,778 

2,022,636 

217,762 

643,344 

14,610 

8,319 

3.5,816 

280,404 

2,907,584 

132,095 

1 1 8,896 

5,889,215 

84,847 

18,919,327 
483,.595 


945,365 

3.53,419 

11,816 

90,589 

5,331,471 

770,420 
97,341 
93,819 
10,471 
8:,611 
1,189,838 

303,217 


1,590,356 
119,745 

937,072 

969,9.38 

554,267 

57,922 

130,661 

2,14.5,863 

280,144 

82,102 

1,372,254 


96,042 
469,186 

63,976 
170,734 
511,215 

376,716 
177,229 


720 


Foreign 
produce. 


113,895,634 


$934,625 

43,115 

115,134 

3,610 

17,868 
180,518 
830,496 
51  l,04f; 
202,552 

42,916 

486,426 

5,096,882 

28,304 

257,110 

45,3>'6 

153 

197 

351,791 

58,000 

58,371 

538 

204,035 

6,022 

2,922,227 

30,656 

100 

81,8-19 

8,874 

11,579 

30,927 

979,044 

29,208 

5,724 
22,8.58 

5,62:? 

2,809 

283,347 

33,923 


196,264 
156,873 

281.199 
1,545,403 

229,605 
77,329 
87,285 

360,711 
89,132 
67,628 

356,575 


28,291 
540,780 

138,092 
43,048 

2,514 

65,200 


540 
18490^312 


Total. 


$1,169,481 

86,468 

550,226 

102,320 

94,05 

1,099,449 

4,198,459 

3,856,3  iO 

335,303 

302,354 

52,118 

2,320,655 

57,048,660 

2,050,940 

217,762 

900,454 

59,996 

8,472 

36,013 

632,195 

2,965,584 

190,466 

119,434 

6,093,250 

90,869 

21,841,554 

514,251 

100 

1,027,5.14 

362,293 

23,395 

121,516 

6,.310,515 

799,62.«! 

103,065 

116,677 

16,094 

85,420 

1,473.185 

337,140 


1,786,620 
276,618 

1,218,271 

2,515,341 
783,872 
135,251 
217,946 

2,506,574 
369,276 
149,730 

1,728,829 


124.333 

1,009,966 

03,976 

308,826 

554,263 

379,229 
242,429 


NAVIGATIO.V. 


1,260 


133,085,946 


Am.  Tonnage.        for.  Tonnage 


Entered 
the  U.  S. 


1.5,724 

536 

7,145 

1,655 

28,375 

12,717 

15,1.33 

2,364 

7,820 

6.214 

9,435 

368,772 

8,729 

965 

2,155 

145 

257 

922 

9,715 

54,899 

3,943 

1,298 

373,149 

1,868 

143 

113,907 

13,757 

3,177 

21,193 

35,447 

2,642 

3,570 

174,920 

40,822 

14,039 

2,470 

1,211 

384 

8,363 

17,622 


3,025 

5,443 

145 

36.1.52 

14,733 

13,605 

1,622 

446 

32,588 

6,680 
4,862 
1,137 


14,771 

3,462 
6,156 


43,IS4 

878 
308 
147 


Cleared 

from  the 

U.S. 


6,018 

606 

1,118 

2,203 

324 

27,700 

17,849 

31,747 

1,828 

3,79 

5,729 

1 9,507 

388,512 

10,799 

2,7.32 

11,312 

449 

650 

5,742 

78,224 

5,048 

6,349 

357,07! 

1,368 

312 

1.53,128 

25,612 

1,925 

20,663 

8,166 

713 

809 

192,548 

22,559 

3,851 

3,963 

1,089 

2,262 

8,071 

1,006 


Entered 
theU. 
States, 


2,82(1 

10,899 

286 

1,412 

38,177 

3,986 

370 

893 

582 

128,001 

12,865 

11,922 

510 


Cleared 

from  the 

U.S. 

477 
1,577 
5,936 

139 

1,352 

1,197 

42,324 

11,929 

485 
1,153 

7,667 

129,213 

10,433 

351 

877 


160 


29,294    13,364 
1,353 

5,288 
187,947 

205 

25,892 

5,303 


967 

2,792 

473 

14,776 

713 

2,365 


1.436 
4,578 


11,828 

1,842 

2,187 

800 

.... 

121 

41,177 

961 

13,348 

3.709 

9,386 

1,173 

1,000 

732 

721 

•  .  .  . 

34,189 

5,578 

8,197 

161 

7,414 

•  •  *  • 

667 



262 

3,360 

196 

2,787 

>  .  .  • 

7,133 

771 

•  •  •  • 

320 

17,103 

.... 

48,429 



4,096 

.... 

100 

■  •  •  • 

175 

90 

47,009 

712,363 

1,708 

1,233 

401,805 

232 

25,409 
1,255 

242 
2,818 
2,419 

368 

15,679 
952 
587 


946 
2,602 
3,176 


6,08 


5.^0 

3,025 

920 

882 

1,764 

230 


900 

320 

1,769 


706,486 


Tbzxbvrj  Depahtmeht,  Register's  Office,  May  31,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Scliools  in  Maine. 

From  the  published  returns  for  1840  of  Common  Schools 
in  Maine,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State  (to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  a  copy)  the  following  slatemcnt  is  derived. 
Population  of  the   13  counties  per  census 

in  1830  399,463 

1837  473,280 

1810  501,796 

No.  of  scholars  between  4  and  21  years  by 

census  for  surplus  revenue 198,173 

Do  from  returns 189,991 

No.  of  school  districts  returned 3,477 

No.  usually  attending  school  in  1840— 

By  Master 95,044 

Mistress 84,014 

Ratio  per  cent,  of  scholars  usually  attending 
school  to  the  whole  population  in   1840, 

viz :  by  Master 18 

Mistress 16 

Ratio  per  cent,  of  scholars  usually  attending 
school  to  the  whole  number  returned  in 

1840,  viz :  by  Master 48 

Mistress. 43 

Average  number  of  weeks  each  school  has 

been  kept,  viz  :   by  Master 6w.  5d. 

Mistress,., 9w.  4d. 

Amount  required  by  law  to  be  raised  and  ex- 
pended annually $200,718  40 

Amount  of  bank  tax  received  in   1840  per 

Treasurer's  books 44,570  20 

Amount  actually  raised  from  all  sources  and 
expended  as  shown  by  the  returns  of  1841, 

viz :  Taxes  on  polls  and  estates 179,808  71 

Annual  school  fund  or  bank  tax  as 

returned 38,785  97 

Subscription.. 2,199  44 

All  other  funds 1 1,606  43 

Total $232,400  55 

Amount  expended  for  each  scholar  returned 

in  1840 Id     22c    4m 

Average  wages  of  teachers  per  month,  in- 
cluding board,  viz: 

By  Master $20  91 

Mistress 8  91 

No.  of  Academies,  High  Schools  or  private 

Schools 183 

Average  number  of   weeks  each  has  been 

kept  during  the  year 22 

Average  number  of  scholars  during  the  year  4,140 

Average  price  of  tuition  per  week  for  each 

scholar 26  cents. 


ludinna  Sinking  Fum7. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  la.,  have  ad- 
vertised a  large  number  of  parcels  of  real  estate,  for  sale  on 
the  11th  December  18  +  J,  in  Indianapolis.  This  real  estate 
was  mortgaged  to  the  State,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  of  the  Indiana  debt,  'i'he  real  estate  is  located  in 
ditlerent  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  total  amount  due  is  large. 
The  land  will  be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  debt, 
and  some  of  it  is  to  be  on  long  credit.  . 

Vol.  v. — 34 


The  Salvm  Tunnel. 

There  is  seldom  .=ecn  on  any  of  the  many  excellent  rail- 
roads wilh  which  this  country  is  favored,  a  more  interesting 
section  than  that  which  passes  through  or  under  the  city  of 
Salem  in  Massachusetts.  Tbis  tunnel  extemls  about  150 
yards,  pnssing  under,  and  parallel  to  the  centre  of  Court 
street,  which  is  one  of  the  broadest  and  handsomest  street's 
in  the  city.  The  tunnel  is  ventilated  and  lighted  by  three 
conical  apertures — which  appear  in  the  middle  of  the  street, 
and  six  or  eight  rods  apart — each  of  which  is  surrounded  liy 
an  elegant  iron  fence,  of  which  four  of  the  posts  extend 
about  ten  feet  high,  and  bending  inward,  unite  in  the  sup- 
port of  a  large  street  lamp  and  lantern.  These  conical  fab- 
rics of  ornamental  iron  work  serve  as  ornaments  to  the  street, 
while  they  protect  these  vertical  windows  of  the  railroad. 
A  traveller  whose  motive  is  curiosity,  will  seldom  behold  a 
more  interesting  sight  than  that  of  the  subterranean  passage 
of  a  train  of  lonir,  s])lendid  ears,  as  seen  by  him  while  stand- 
ing in  the  middle  of  a  popular  street,  leaning  on  the  railing, 
and  looking  down  into  one  of  these  well  finished  shafts,  as 
one  looks  into  a  common  well.  In  a  stranger,  who  should 
not  be  acquainted  v^'ith  the  circumstances,  this  phenomenon, 
followed  as  it  usually  is  by  the  ascent  of  a  volume  of  smoke, 
would  be  very  likely  to  produce  a  considerable  degree  of  as- 
tonishment, if  not  of  consternation. — N.  Y.  Mechanic. 


CranlSjcrries. 


In  many  parts  of  the  Commonu'Calth,  cranberries  are 
quite  an  object  with  the  farmer.  A  vast  many  are  gathered 
in  the  northern  towns  of  Middlesex,  but  we  know  of  no 
lands  which  produce  more  than  some  of  the  meadows  in 
Sherburne.  Mr.  Albert  Ware  has  extensive  fields  of  them, 
and  it  is  believed  he  has  gathered  upwards  of  two  hundred 
bushels  from  a  single  acre.  Such  land  is  now  valued  higher 
than  any  which  is  used  for  farming  purposes;  and  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  cranberry,  under  \troper  flooding,  pro- 
duces its  fruit  without  interruption  for  a  succession  of  years, 
and  that  fifty  bushels  are  sometimes  gathered  by  one  man  in 
a  single  day,  we  may  conceive  of  the  high  value  set  upon 
such  meadows. —  .^Jass,  Floughman, 


The  Ilendrik  Hudson. 


The  new  packet  ship  Hendrik  Hudson,  Capt  Morgan,  ar- 
rived yesterday  from  Portsmouth  in  twenty-three  days,  bring- - 
ing  eighty  cabin  passengers — a  much  larger  number  than  any ' 
packet  ship  ever  brought  over  before.  Two  months  and 
twenty-six  days  ago  yesterday,  she  was  on  the  stocks  in 
Westervelt  &  Mackay's  yard  at  the  Hook,  and  in  this  time 
she  has  twice  crossed  the  Atlantic,  with  full  cargoes  and  full 
of  passengers.  A  lady  who  went  out  in  the  Hendrik  Hud- 
son, has  been  absent  nine  weeks  and  four  days,  and  passsd 
four  weeks  in  England  with  her  friends.  This  is  crowding 
hard  upon  the  steamships.  While  in  London  dock,  the  ship 
was  visited  by  thousands  of  persons,  among  them  a  large 
number  of  the  nobility,  and  officers  of  the  Navy.  She  wa» 
greatly  admired  by  all. — .A'*.  ]'.  Express. 


Mortality  among  the  Shell'fish. 

The  Newbern,  N.  C.  Spectator  says : — We  have  been  in-' 
formed  that  dame  nature  has  performed  a  most  singular  freak- 
among  the  testaceous  tribe,  in  the  county  of  Cabarres. 

The  scallops,  oysters  and  clams  have  taken  the  scarlet  fe- 
ver, and  all  are  found  upon  being  opened  to  contain  a  quan- 
tity of  blood,  and  bloody  gelatinous  matter.  This  is  a  sin- 
gular fact  in  the  natural  historj'  of  these  marine  productions, 
and  deserves  investigation. 

Our  informant  states  that  a  similar  affection  seized  them- 
just  before  the  last  war. 


Registry. 

We  understand  the  whole  number  of  names  registered  in 
this  city  is  less  than  thirty  thousand.  In  the  8th  ward  the 
number  is  2,987,  and  in  "the  7th  about  2,700— at  least  2,4U0 
short  of  their  full  vote.— A'.  Y.  Express. 
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MESSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  POLK  OF  TENNESSEE. 


[OcTOBEll, 


MESSAGE 

OF  GOTEnNOK  POLK  OF  TESKESSEE. 


Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  lioitse  of  Representatives : 

In  discharging  the  tlutj'  devolved  upon  me  hy  the  Con- 
stitution, by  giving  to  the  General  Assembly  information  of 
the  state  of  the  government — and  recommending  to  their 
consideration  such  "measures"  as  are  deemed  to  be  "ex- 
pedient " — it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  believe — that  with- 
in the  last  two  years  nothing  has  occurred  in  the  Slate  ad- 
ministration to  diminish  or  to  impair  the  prosperity  of  our 
people,  or  the  growing  importance  of  the  State  as  a  member 
of  the  Union.  Order  has  prevailed,  and  the  laws  as  far  as  I 
am  informed,  have  been  faithfully  executed.  All  the  ele- 
ments of  our  accustomed  prosperity,  afforded  by  a  genial  cli- 
mate and  a  fertile  soil — the  enjoyment  of  usual  health  and 
the  inestimable  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  con- 
tinue to  exist.  A  people  thus  favored  over  millions  of  the 
human  race  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  should  be  ever  mind- 
ful of  the  high  obligations  they  owe  to  the  author  of  all  good, 
in  whose  hands  are  (he  destinies  of  nations  and  of  men,  and 
upon  whose  wise  councils  they  are  dependent  for  the  pre- 
Bcrvatinn  and  continuance  of  those  blessings. 

Whilst  the  products  of  the  labor  of  the  agriculturist  have 
been  rewarded  with  fair  prices,  habits  of  frugality  and  eco- 
nomy within  the  last  two  years,  have  been  in  a  great  degree 
substituted  for  that  spirit  of  extravagance  and  speculation, 
■which  had  for  some  years  prevailed  in  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  Prudent  men,  with  few  exceptions,  chiefly  among 
the  mercantile  and  trading  classes  who  had  extended  their 
business  and  speculations  beyond  their  means,  and  became 
too  deeply  involved  entirely  to  recover,  have  been  enabled 
to  relieve  themselves  from  much  of  the  pecuniary  pressure 
and  embarrassment  under  which  they  labored. 

Ours  is  essentially  an  agricultural  t-'tate.  Nineteen-twen- 
tieths  of  our  population  are  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  the 
protection  of  their  interests  therefore,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  just  rights  of  others  shall  not  be  impaired,  should  at  all 
times  be  an  object  of  paramount  consideration. 

J}anks — Resitmption, 

It  has  but  too  frequently  happened  that  the  course  of  leg- 
islation and  the  operations  of  banks  in  many  of  the  States, 
have  been  made  to  take  a  direction  to  favor  the  supposed  or 
real  interests  of  large  dealers  and  speculators  to  the  manifest 
prejudice  of  the  farming  and  planting  classes.  What  the 
farmer  or  planter  should  most  desire  is,  a  regular  course  of 
policy,  steadily  pursued,  by  which  prices  may  remain  settled 
and  not  be  subjected  to  great  and  sudden  changes,  often 
brought  about  by  extended  bank  credits  to  a  small  class,  who 
have  overtraded  or  engaged  in  visionary  or  disastrous  spe- 
culation. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  by  a  course  of  fa- 
voritism of  this  kind,  in  extending  enormous  loans  to  a  few 
large  commission  and  trading  houses,  to  the  almost  total  ex- 
clusion of  smaller  dealers,  and  the  body  of  the  community, 
that  much  of  the  embarrassments  which  fell  upon  our  banks 
a  few  years  ago,  and  through  them  upon  the  people,  is  main- 
ly to  be  attributed. 

The  suspended  debts  of  our  banks,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
found  to  consist  chiefly,  in  demands  against  a  very  few  of 
the  larger  borrowers,  with  some  of  whom  it  is  known  they 
have  been  compelled,  for  their  own  security,  to  compound 
by  the  purchase  of  real  estate  and  other  prof)erty,  which  has 
become  for  a  time  dead  in  their  hands,  and  is  alike  unavaila- 
ble to  themselves  as  banking  institutions,  and  to  the  com- 
munity as  aflfording  to  them  the  means  of  furnishing  to  the 
people  a  sound  convertible  currency.  It  is  understood  that 
our  banks  are  now  rapidly  converting  these  and  other  una- 
vailable, into  available  means,  thus  placing  themselves  in  a 
position  of  increased  strength,  and  it  is  hoped  they  may,  for 
the  future,  profit  by  the  experience  of  the  past. 


Other  causes,  which  contributed  to  the  embarrassment  of 
our  banks,  in  common  with  most  of  the  banks  of  other  States 
upon  the  occurrence  of  the  general  commercial  revulsion 
which  took  place  in  May,  1837,  were  so  fully  presented  in 
my  message  to  the  last  General  Assembly,  that  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  again  to  refer  to  them  in  this  communication. 

Tiesiimptlon. 

It  was  hoped  and  believed,  when  the  banks  of  the  State 
suspended  the  payment  of  specie  a  second  time,  near  two 
years  ago,  that  it  would  be  of  temporary  duration.  In  the 
reports  made  to  the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session  by 
the  Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Union  and  Planters'  Banks, 
assurances  were  given  that  they  were  fully  solvent,  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  meet  all  their  liabilities  at  an  early 
day,  and  that  they  considered  "  their  suspension  as  tempo- 
rary." 'J'he  General  Assembly  having  adjourned  without 
any  legislative  action  on  the  subject,  I  regret  to  say  that  all 
the  banks  of  the  Slate,  except  the  Branch  of  the  South- West- 
ern Railroad  Bank  at  Knoxville,  still  continue  in  a  suspend- 
ed state.  If  the  question  of  resumption  be  left  to  the  volun- 
tary action  of  the  banks,  this  state  of  things  may  continue 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  And  the  question  arises 
whether  the  duty  does  not  devolve  on  the  General  Assem- 
bly, as  the  immediate  guardians  of  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  adopt  suitable  measures  at  their  present  session,  re- 
quiring those  institutions  to  return  to  cash  payments.  V\  hilst 
the  sus()ension  continues,  the  tax  upon  the  active  industry 
and  labor  of  the  State,  imposed  by  the  depreciation  of  their 
paper  issues,  must  continue  to  be  borne,  and  whilst  the  peo- 
ple are  suffering  the  loss  to  the  amount  of  this  depreciation, 
as  they  have  done  for  the  last  two  years,  it  is  understood  that 
two  of  our  principal  stock  banks  (the  Union  and  Planters' 
Banks)  have  since  your  last  adjournment  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  profits  among  their  stockholders.  This  is  so  mani- 
festly improper,  that  I  am  constrained  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
bring  the  fact  to  your  notice.  Principles  of  common  justice 
require  that  they  should  pay  their  debts  to  the  community 
before  they  divide  profits  among  their  owners. 

During  periods  of  suspension,  banks,  owned  by  individual 
stockholders,  tempted  by  a  desire  to  enlarge  their  profits,  of- 
ten unduly  extend  their  business,  and  generally  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  community  in  which  they  exist.  There  is  no 
sound  principle  of  ethics,  or  of  public  policy  which  should 
exempt  banks  from  tho  moral  and  legal  obligations  which 
rest  upon  individuals  to  pay  their  debts. 

They  are  generally  composed  of  wealthy  capitalists,  who 
have  thrown  their  joint  funds  together,  and  under  a  legisla- 
tive charier  of  incorporation,  engaged  in  the  business  of 
banking  with  a  view  to  make  profit.  They  are  usually  in- 
vested with  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  which  are  with- 
held from  the  balance  of  the  community  ;  and  in  considera- 
tion of  these,  they  contract  certain  duties  and  obligations  to 
the  public,  which  they  should  be  required  strictly  to  perform. 
The  most  important  of  these  is  to  pay  their  liabilities  in  spe- 
cie on  demand — and  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  neccs-ity  of  making  suitable  pro- 
vision by  law  to  enforce  the  faithful  observance  of  this,  as 
well  as  of  all  other  obligations  which  they  have  contracted. 
Let  a  future  day  be  fixed,  upon  which  they  shall  be  required 
to  resume,  giving  them  reasonable  and  sufficient  time  to  pre- 
pare to  do  so,  without  oppressing  their  debtors.  In  fixing  a 
future  day  for  resumption,  the  occasion  may  be  a  fit  one  to 
impose  such  additional  restrictions,  liabilities  and  penalties, 
as  experience  may  have  shown  to  be  necessary,  to  guard  the 
public  against  future  suspensions.  If  the  banks  have  vio- 
lated their  charters,  the  General  Assembly  possess  the  un- 
doubted power  to  impose  such  restrictions,  liabilities,  and 
penalties,  as  conditions  upon  which  they  may  be  permitted 
to  continue  the  exercise  of  their  corporate  privileges. 

To  ensure  resumption  on  the  day  which  may  be  fixed, 
and  a  faithful  observance  of  their  obligations  afterwards,  it 
must  be  made  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  banks, 
to  conform  to  the  legislative  requirements  by  keeping  their 
business  in  such  a  condition  as  to  avoid  future  suspensions. 
As  means  likely  to  effect  objects  so  desirable,  I  submit  to 
the  General  Assembly,  that  they  should  not  be  permitted. 
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during  a  period  of  their  suspension,  and  for  a  limited  time 
after  resumption,  to  declare  any  dividends  of  profits  to  their 
stockholders,  and  tliat  a  general  provision  should  he  made 
by  law,  requiring  any  of  the  stock  banks,  which  shall  after 
the  day  which  may  be  fixed  for  their  resumption,  anain  sus- 
pend for  a  greater  period  than  a  specified  number  of  days  in 
any  one  year,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  commissioners  for 
liquidation  and  final  settlement  of  their  affairs. 

It  is  believed  to  be  far  better  for  the  community,  that  all 
the  stock  banks,  which  may  so  manage  their  business,  as  to 
be  unable  to  pay  promptly  the  demands  upon  them,  should 
wind  up  their  affairs,  and  let  their  places  be  supplied,  if  the 
interests  of  the  State  shall  be  found  to  demand  it,  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  'J'ennessee,  owned 
exclusively  by  the  people  of  the  State,  and  under  the  sole 
control  of  their  immediate  Representatives.  To  sanction  by 
the  silence  and  acquiescence  of  the  public  authorities  repeat- 
ed suspensions,  and  often  for  long  periods  of  time,  is  to  tole- 
rate a  legalized  fraud  upon  the  note  holders  as  impolitic  as 
it  is  unjust.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  people  by  the  depre- 
ciation of  bank  paper  since  the  last  suspension  of  our  banks, 
has  been  far  greater  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  annual 
(ax  which  they  are  required  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
State  Government,  as  will  be  manifest  by  adverting  to  a  few 
facts.  The  average  amount  of  bank  notes  of  all  the  banks 
of  the  State  in  circulation  during  the  last  two  years,  it  is  es- 
timated will  not  vary  much  from  three  millions  of  dollars. — 
The  average  rate  of  depreciation  of  these  notes  during  the 
same  period  below  specie,  has  been  about  8^  per  cent.,  being 
sometimes  at  6,  and  at  others  at  11  per  cent.  This  heavy 
loss  has  fallen  upon  the  people  ;  each  note-holder  bearing 
his  proportion,  whilst  the  bank-owners,  as  we  have  seen, 
have  been  dividing  profits  among  themselves. 

As  far  as  my  information  enables  me  to  judge,  our  batiks 
are  believed  to  be  in  a  solvent  condition,  and  could,  if  rea- 
sonable time  be  given,  be  prepared  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments permanently,  without  inconvenience  to  themselves  or 
oppression  to  their  debtors.  The  interests  of  the  public  in 
my  judgment  demand  it,  whilst  none  of  the  rights  of  the 
banks  themselves  will  be  infringed  or  impaired  if  they  shall 
be  required  to  do  so.  Unless  efficient  legislative  action  be  had 
on  this  subject,  the  public  can  have  no  guaranty  at  what 
period  the  princi[tal  stock  banks  may  resume,  for  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  observation,  that  much  the  larger  portion  of  their 
capital  stock,  it  is  understood,  is  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
eastern  cities  and  of  other  States ;  and  however  much  the 
local  stockholders  may  be  disposed,  from  a  sense  of  propriety 
and  duty,  to  return  to  cash  payments,  they  may,  and  proba- 
bly will,  be  controlled  in  their  policy  by  their  non-resident 
co-partners,  who  have  no  interest  in  common  with  the  com- 
munity in  which  these  institutions  exist,  and  who  may  be 
contented  that  they  shall  remain  in  their  present  suspended 
condition  so  long  as  they  can  receive  their  accustomed  divi- 
dends. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  had  a  suspension  by 
the  banks  for  a  protracted  period  in  this  State.  In  1819,  the 
banks  not  only  of  this  State,  but  generally  throughout  the 
Union,  suspended  payment.  In  1821,  and  again  in  1823, 
the  General  Assembly  passed  laws  requiring  them  to  resume, 
and  in  pursuance  of  these  laws  they  did  resume  in  1824  and 
1825.  During  this  long  suspension  of  five  years  or  more, 
the  depreciation  of  their  paper  was  greater  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent, being  at  sometimes  as  great  as  25  and  30  per  cent. — 
This  heavy  loss  upon  the  community  would  doubtless  have 
continued  longer  than  it  did  at  that  time,  but  for  effective 
legislative  interposition.  At  that  time,  as  at  the  present,  it 
was  urged,  chiefly  by  the  banks  themselves,  their  debtors, 
and  those  who  hoped  to  obtain  further  loans,  that  it  was 
against  the  public  policy  to  force  or  require  resumption,  be- 
cause, as  it  was  said,  the  specie  in  their  vaults  would  be 
taken  from  the  State  and  their  immediate  debtors,  and  through 
thi  m  the  community  oppressed. 

The  General  Assembly  thought  otherwise.  They  passed 
laws  requiring  them  to  pay  their  debts,  under  pain  of  losing 
their  charters.  They  did  resume  and  no  such  consequences 
as  had  been  predicted  followed ;  and  the  opinion  is  confi- 
dtntly  entertained  that  no  such  consecjuencei  as  are  now 


predicted  would  follow  a  resumption,  especially  if  reasonable 
time  be  given  to  the  banks  to  prepare  for  the  same  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  it. 

The  evil  consequences  apprehended  by  many  as  likely  to 
follow  resumption  by  the  banks  of  our  State  whilst  the  banks 
j  of  other  States  remain  suspended,  it  is  believed  are  more 
j  imaginary  than  real.     The  banks  of  New  York  and  of  the 
[  States  east  of  her,  it  is  known,  did  not  yield  to  the  suspen- 
:  sion  which  took  place  in  Pennsylvania  and  other  States  in 
I  her  neighborhood  in  October,  18.39  ;  but  have  continued  to 
I  pay  specie  and  to  maintain  a  sound  and  convertible  currency. 
j  The  banks  of  Missouri  did  not  suspend  at  that  time  because 
those  of  the  States  adjacent  to  her  territory  did  so,  but  con- 
tinued   to    pay   specie.       In   the  specie  paying  Stales   the 
I  money  market  is  easy,  and  there  is  no  pressure  on  the  peo- 
I  pie.     The  banks  on  returning  to  cash  payments  should  bo 
in  a  position  of  strength,  and  may  for  a  time,  and  until  gene- 
ral confidence  is  restored,  deem  it  prudent  somewhat  to  re- 
strict their  business  ;  but  this  cannot  operate  as  any  general 
or  permanent  inconvenience  to  the  public,  and   would  be 
much  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  sound  state  of  tho 
currency  which  would  be  restored.     To  wait  for  the  action 
of  other  States,  is  to  make  our  policy  dependent  upon  theirs, 
whilst  they  in  turn  may  make  theirs  dependent  on  ours,  and 
thus  the  suspension  be  continued  much  beyond  the  period 
when  all  solvent  banks  could  be  in  condition  to  pay.     The 
General  Assembly  of  1821  and    1823,  did  not  wait  for  the 
uncertain  action  of  other  States,  but  required  our  banks  to 
resume  without  reference  to  what  their  course  might  be.     If 
this  State  leads  off  and  manifests  a  fixed  purpose  to  require 
her  banks  to  pay,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  other 
States  in  the  south  and  south-west  will  soon  follow  her  ex- 
ample. 

The  whole  subject  is  submitted  to  your  deliberate  consi- 
deration, in  the  full  confidence  that  you  may  adopt  such 
measures  as  will  protect  the  interests  of  our  common  con- 
stituents from  the  heavy  losses  which  they  have  borne  and 
still  bear  by  the  failure  of  the  banks  to  perform  their  charter- 
ed obligations. 

In  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  every  citizen  has  a  direct  in- 
terest. Owned  as  it  is  exclusively  by  the  State,  it  should  re- 
ceive the  constant  and  fostering  care  and  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly.  That  institution,  I  am  happy  to  state 
from  information  derived  from  its  officers,  is  in  a  perfectly 
solvent  condition,  and  can  be  prepared  to  resume  payment 
permanently  at  the  earliest  future  day  which  may  be  desig- 
nated for  resumption  by  the  stock  banks.  Should  that  bank 
be  required  to  resume  without  the  co-operation  of  the  stock 
banks  in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  it  would  probably  be 
compelled  for  a  time  somewhat  to  restrict  its  business  to 
avoid  embarrassments  from  their  operations.  To  avoid  this, 
all  the  banks  of  the  State  should  be  required  to  resume  at 
the  same  time. 

State  Debt — State  Bonds. 

Since  your  last  adjournment,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  the  28th  of  January,  184!^,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for 
the  reduction  of  the  State  debt," — I  have  caused  to  be  can- 
celled and  destroyed,  fifteen  hundred  State  bonds  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each,  which  had  been  issued  by  my  prede- 
cessor and  placed  in  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  for  the  purpose 
of  being  negotiated  to  raise  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  as  a  part  of  the  capital  of  that  bank.  'J'he  ac- 
tual capital  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1841,  was 
three  millions  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand,  seven 
hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents,  and  con- 
sists of 

Proceeds  of  sale  six  per  cent.  State  bonds  .  .§1,000,000  00 
School  fund  collected  and  proceeds  of  sale  of 

Ocoeelands •       769,537  31 

United    States   surplus   revenue   on  deposit 

with  the  State 1,353.209  55 


$3,122,746  86 
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The  bank  is  required  to  pay  annually  out  of  its  nett  profits 
$118,000  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools  ami  County 
Academies — the  annually  accruing  interest  on  the  bonds  of 
the  State,  negotiated  to  raise  $1,000,0^^0  of  its  own  capital ; 
aud  the  interest  on  the  internal  improvement  bonds,  which 
have  been,  or  may  be  issued. 

'I'he  total  amount  of  the  State  bonds  which  have  been 
issued  up  to  this  date,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
under  the  Acts  of  1836,  1838,  and  184(J,  the  interest  upon 
which  the  bank  is  required  to  pay,  is  1,816,916  66-§.  Of 
this  amount  §300,000,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  5  per 
cent,  were  issued  on  the  2d  of  July,  1838,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  rivers  but  not  having  been  negotiuted,  remain  on 
deposit  in  the  Bank  and  no  interest  has  been  paid  thereon. 
Exclusive  of  the  river  bonds  the  total  ariiount  issued  is 
$1,510,916  66f.  Of  this  latter  amount  $263,166  C6|  bear 
an  annual  interest  ofo^  per  cent. — and  §1,253,750  bear  an 
annual  interest  of  5  per  cent.  Of  the  bonds  issued  under 
the  Act  of  1S3G,  bearing  an  interest  of  5^  per  cent., 
$66,666  66|,  were  issued  to  pay  the  State  subscription  in 
the  Nashville,  Murfreesborough,  and  Shelbyville  Turnpike 
Roa<l  Company,  and  by  the  stijiulations  of  the  Company, 
the  interest  on  this  amount  has  heretofore  been  punctually 
paid  by  them,  as  it  fell  due,  leaving  the  interest  to  be  paid 
by  the  bank  on  ;?196,5i:'0  of  the  5j  per  cent,  bonds.  The 
annual  liabilities  of  the  bank,  therefore  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Appropriated  for  schools  and  academies  ....    $118,000  00 
Interest  on  improvement  bonds  $196,500  c. 

5^  percent 10,316  25 

Interest  on  improvement  bonds  $1,25  ^,750  c. 

5  per  cent 62,687  50 

Interest  on  bonds — bank  capital  $1,000,000  c. 

6  per  cent 60,000  00 

$251,003  75 


The  nett  profits  of  the  bank  and  branches,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  1st  of  July,  18-il,  are  estimated  by  the 
presitlent  of  the  bank  at  $260,000. 

The  annual  liabilities  of  the  bank  will  be  increased  by  the 
interest  to  be  paid  on  any  additional  amount  of  internal  im- 
provement bonds,  which  may  be  hereafter  issued  in  pursu- 
ance of  law,  and  will  be  diminished  by  the  amount  of  the 
State  dividends,  which  may  be  hereafter  declared  by  the 
several  internal  improvement  companies  in  which  the  State 
is  a  stockholder.  Most  of  the  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, in  which  the  State  is  a  stockholder,  are  as  yet  in  an 
incomplete  state,  and  no  tolls  have  been  collected,  or  divi- 
dends declared  thereon.  Upon  some  of  them  which  have 
been  completed  in  part,  or  in  whole,  toll-gates  have  been  au- 
thorized to  be  erected,  and  the  companies  are  now  receiving 
tolls,  but  of  so  recent  a  dale  that  no  dividends  have  been 
paid  to  the  State,  except  by  a  single  company  amounting  to 
$1,620. 

It  is  believed  that  some  of  the  principal  roads  will,  when 
completed,  yield  a  profit  fully  equal  to  the  interest  to  be  paid 
on  tlje  bonds  issued  for  their  construction,  whilst  others  will 
fall  short  of  that  amount,  leaving  the  deficiency  to  be  paid 
by  the  bank. 

The  bank  has  heretofore  met  these  liabilities  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained,  that  under 
proper  management  it  will  continue  to  do  so.  The  interest 
on  the  Stale  bonds  has  been  paid  on  demand,  and  in  specie, 
as  it  fell  due,  and  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the  State  pre- 
served. In  view  of  its  annual  liabilities,  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance tliat  the  Institution  shall  be  prudently  managed  and 
kept  in  a  sound  condition. 

If  from  mismanagement  or  other  casualty  the  bank  should 
fail  by  its  profits  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it,  the  deficiency 
must  be  supplied  by  a  ta.x  upon  the  people.  It  is  deemed  to 
be  essential  to  the  safe  and  succe.ssful  operations  of  the  bank, 
that  a  greater  power  of  control  over  the  branches  than  now 
e.xists,  should  be  invested  in  the  principal  board  of  Directors. 
There  must  be  an  adequate  power  of  control  in  the  head, 
otherwise  uniformity  of  action  in  the  branches  cannot  be 
..e.fpectcd.     In  the  absence  of  such  a  power,  a  single  branch 


may  embarrass  the  whole  institution.  Whilst  one  branch 
may  be  expanding,  another  may  be  contracting  its  business, 
thus  acting,  each  without  concert  with  the  other,  or  a  com- 
mon object  in  view,  and  rendering  the  operations  of  the  in- 
stitution as  a  whole  at  all  times  uncertain,  if  not  unsafe. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  existing  laws  the  branches,  though 
in  many  respects  connected  with  the  principal  Bank,  are 
practically  and  in  effect  independent  of  it.  The  principal 
board  may  recommend  the  policy  and  course  of  business  to 
be  pursued.  But  the  branches  may  disregard  the  recom- 
mejidat/on  as  they  have  repeatedly  done  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  institution.  An  instance  of  this,  among  others 
which  might  be  stated,  is  to  be  found  in  the  expenditure  by 
the  branches  since  the  bank  went  into  operation,  and  without 
the  authority  of  the  principal  board  of  $71,285  82  in  the 
purchase  of  lots  and  the  erection  of  banking  houses ;  and 
the  president  of  the  principal  bank  estimates  that  $10,000 
more  will  be  expended  by  the  branches  for  the  same  purpose 
to  meet  existing  contracts  which  they  have  made.  That  this 
departure  by  the  branches  from  the  course  recommended  hy 
the  princijial  bank  may  be  more  clearly  seen,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  advert  to  the  report  made  by  the  president  of 
the  bank  to  the  last  General  Assembly.  In  that  report  it  is 
stated  that  "the  principal  bank  shortly  after  it  commenced 
business,  finding  a  disposition  in  some  of  the  branches  to 
erect  banking  houses,  adopted  a  resolution,  'That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  board,  it  is  inexpedient  to  invest  at  this  time 
any  portion  of  the  capital  or  profits  of  the  bank  in  the  pur- 
chase of  ground,  or  the  erection  of  a  banking  house,  either 
for  the  principal  bank  or  any  of  its  branches,'  a  copy  of 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  several  branches,  with  a  request 
that  they  would  adopt  a  similar  course." 

No  banking  house  was  erected  by  the  principal  bank. 
The  branches  disregarded  the  request,  and  have  gone  on  to 
purchase  ground,  and  erect  houses  at  the  expense  already 
stated. 

Lessening  the  number  of  the  branches. 

It  is  further  respectfully  submitted  to  your  consideration 
whether  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  as  well  as  the  per- 
manent success  and  usefulness  of  the  bank,  would  not  be 
promoted  by  lessening  the  number  of  the  branches.  If  such 
reduction  of  their  number  shall  be  deemed  proper,  and  shall 
be  made  with  due  discrimination,  regard  being  had  to  the 
commercial  VN'ants  and  interests  of  the  several  divisions  of 
the  State,  it  is  believed  that  no  local  or  public  injury  would 
be  sulTered,  whilst  the  annual  expenses  would  be  reduced, 
and  the  institution  itself  be  placed  on  a  firmer  and  safer 
basis,  than  is  likely  to  exist,  with  the  present  number  of 
branches. 

I  have  received  from  the  President  of  the  South- Western 
Railroad  Bank  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  statement 
of  the  aflairs  of  that  bank,  and  of  the  branch  thereof  located 
at  Knoxville,  in  this  State,  with  a  consolidated  statement  of 
both  as  they  stood  on  the  1st  day  of  October  1840,  which  J 
herewith  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  the  9th  section  of  the  act  passed  at  Nash- 
ville, December  5th  1837,  entitled  "An  Act  to  confer  bank- 
ing privileges  on  the  stockliolders  of  the  Louisville,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Charleston  Railroad  Company,  on  certain  con- 
ditions." The  capital  stock  furnished  by  the  principal  bank 
to  the  branch  at  Knoxville  was  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. That  Bank,  much  to  the  credit  of  the  managers,  has 
paid  specie  on  demand  for  all  its  liabilities  from  the  date  of 
its  establishment. 

Change  tickets — Small  paper  bills. 

The  laws  prohibiting  the  issuance,  or  circulation  of  change 
tickets  or  small  paper  bills  by  individuals  and  corporations 
other  than  banks,  have  been  evaded,  and  will  require  revision. 
Some  of  the  internal  improvement  companies  in  which  the 
State  is  a  co-partner,  it  is  understood  have  issued  small  paper 
bills  in  the  form  of  scrip  or  checks,  and  put  them  into  cir- 
culation as  money,  without  any  specie  basis  upon  which  to 
rest,  and  without  authority  of  law. 

The  Bank  of  Tennessee  by  a  wise  provision  in  the  act 
creating  it,  is  restricted  from  issuing  any  note  of  a  less  do- 
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nomination  than  ten  dollars,  whilst  the  stock  banks  are  in 
like  manner  prohibited  from  issuing  any  note  ofloisdcnomi-  ! 
nation  than  live  dollars. 

The  object  of  the  General  Assembly  in  imposing;  these 
restrictions  was,  doubtless,  that  the  channels  of  circulation 
under  these  denominations  should  liesupjiiicd  by  the  jirecious 
metals.  'I'hat  object  is  thwarted  whilst  indi\iduals,  com- 
mercial houses,  or  internal  improvement  Companies  are 
permitted,  by  an  evasion  of  the  law  and  the  well  known  in- 
tention of  the  General  Assembly,  to  put  into  circulation  a 
base  and  in  mat)y  instances,  worthless  currency,  which 
usually  tails  ultimately  upon  the  holder,  who  has  given  his 
labor  or  his  property  for  it,  either  wholly  useless  or  at  a  ruin- 
ous dejireciation  ;  thus  operating  as  a  tax  and  a  fraud  upon 
the  public.  Whilst  a  spurious  currency  of  this  descri|ition 
is  permitted  to  circulate,  the  precious  metals  of  the  same  de- 
nomination will  be  banished  from  circulation  and  general 
use,  and  will  only  be  obtained  through  the  hands  of  brokers 
and  others  as  an  article  of  merchandise.  On  the  other  han<l, 
if  the  smaller  denominations  of  paper  bills  are  prohibited 
from  circulation  by  adequate  penalties,  the  laws  of  trade,  and 
the  public  wants  will  force  the  metals  to  take  their  places, 
whether  the  local  banks  pay  specie  or  not,  as  naturally  and 
as  certainly  as  that  water  will  seek  its  level.  I  recommend 
therefore,  that  after  a  future  day  to  be  designated,  the  issu- 
ance or  circulation  by  individuals  or  corporations  of  all  paper 
bills  under  tive  dollars,  be  absolutely  prohibited  under  ade- 
quate legal  penalties  and  if  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  in 
order  to  guard  against  any  public  inconvenience  for  the  want 
of  specie  change,  the  banks  may  be  required  to  pay  the 
smaller  denominations  of  their  notes  at  an  earlier  day  than 
that  fixed  for  the  general  resumption. 

{^Conclusion  in  next  number.] 


tion  of  Mr.  McLane  as  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Forsyth  was 
called  to  that  Department  by  President  Jackson.  That  office 
he  filled  during  the  residue  of  General  Jackson's  term,  and 
continued  to  hold  it  until  the  close  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn's  ad- 
ministration, when  he  v\'as  succeeded  in  office  by  Mr.  Web- 
ster. Mr.  Forsyth  has  continued  to  reside  in  this  city  during 
the  past  summer,  and  had  reached  the  age  of  6  1  years. 

[■^Madisonian. 


Impoi-taiit.  Decisioiia 

The  Chancellor  yesterday  delivered  his  opinion  in  the 
causes  which  have  been  for  some  time  pending  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  in  relation  to  the  redemption  of  the  issues  of 
the  broken  institutions  organized  under  the  General  Banking 
I^aw.  His  honor  reversed  the  decision  and  practice  of  the 
late  Comptroller,  (Cook,)  in  giving  a  preference  to  the  holders 
of  protested  notes,  and  directed  that  holders  of  the  same 
class  of  notes  shall  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality  in 
respect  to  the  rate  of  redemption. — Albamj  Jlrgiis. 


Dentil  of  Mr.  Forsytlij 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  the  Honorable  John 
Forsyth,  late  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  He 
expired  at  his  residence  in  this  city  on  Thursday  evening, 
after  a  short  illness  from  congestive  fever. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was  born  at  Fredericksburg,  Va  ,  in  October, 
1781.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  College,  in  1799.  He 
entered  the  practice  of  law  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  in  1802. 
Soon  after  he  was  appointed  Attorney  General  of  the  Slate, 
and  rapidly  rose  to  distinction.  In  1812,  he  was  elected  a 
Representative  in  Congress.  From  1814  to  1818,  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ailairs,  in  which 
position  he  sustained  Mr,  Madison  in  the  war  with  Great 
Britain.  In  1818,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  where  he  took  his  seat  in  November  of  that 
year.  In  1819,  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  Spain  where 
he  became  involved  in  the  controversy  in  relation  to  our 
treaty  with  that  country  settling  dilFerences,  ceding  the 
Florida?,  &c.  which  lasted  until  October,  1820,  With  the 
exception  of  a  brief  visit  to  the  United  States,  he  continued 
at  Madrid  until  182.),  when  he  returned  to  this  country,  and 
having  in  the  meantime  been  re-elected  to  Congress,  he  re- 
sumed his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  December 
of  that  year,  and  was  restored  to  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  he  continued  to  occupy 
as  long  as  he  remained  in  that  body.  In  October,  1827,  he 
was  elected  Governor  of  Georgia.  After  filling  that  post 
two  years,  he  returned  to  Washington  as  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  in  place  of  Mr.  Berrien;  that  post  he  filled 
from  1829  until  the  sumraei  of  1834,  when,  on  the  rcsigna- 


Eiistcru  15'rcigUts. 

Heretofore  all  goods  brought  here  from  the  east  have  come 
either  by  way  of  Pittsburg  and  the  Ohio  river  or  by  New 
Orleans.  The  former,  when  the  Ohio  river  is  in  good  boat- 
ing order,  is  the  most  expeditious,  though  the  latter  is  con- 
siderably the  cheapest.  W^e  remember  on  one  occasion  re- 
cording the  arrival  here  of  sixty  hundred  weight  from  New 
York  via  New  Orleans  at  an  entire  charge  of  ninety-three 
dollars,  or  a  little  more  than  150  cents  per  hundred.  That 
however  was  an  extraordinary  case,  and  might  not  occur 
again  in  several  years.  We  remember  also  an  instance  last 
spring  where  the  freight  from  Baltimore,  via  the  Ohio  river, 
did  not  exceed  this  charge,  but  the  owner  v^'as  with  his  goods, 
and  succeeded  in  cheapening  down  the  carriers  and  avoiding 
all  commissions  on  the  way. 

By  way  of  experiment  one  of  our  merchants  (Mr.  Hol- 
land) determined  this  fall  to  take  the  lake  route,  and  the 
result  is  altogether  favorable.  He  shipped  12  tons  at  New 
York  on  the  20ili  August  for  Chicago,  by  the  lake  steam- 
boat line,  at  $\  30  per  hundred  to  the  latter  place.  'I'his  of 
course  included  all  charges.  They  arrived  at  Chicago  on 
the  16th  September,  and  remained  there  till  the  owner's  re- 
turn. On  his  ai rival  he  contracted  to  have  them  hauled  hero 
at  80  cents  per  hundred,  and  they  arrived  accordingly  this 
week  in  five  days  from  Chicago.  The  entire  charge  from 
New  York  is  consequently  $2  10  per  hundred,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  10  cents  per  hundred  for  storage  at  Chicago,  and 
the  time  six  weeks.  The  sail  vessels  on  the  lakes  carry  for 
a  fourth  of  the  price  charged  by  the  steamboats,  and  the  en- 
tire cost  from  New  York  to  Chicago,  by  those  vessels,  is 
seventy  cents  per  hundred.  Thus  if  these  goods  had  taken 
this  conveyance,  the  freight  would  have  been  $1  50  p>er 
hundred,  though  they  might  have  been  a  week  or  two  longer 
in  coming. — Feoria  Gaz, 


Forty  Fatherless  CliiUlren. 

Schr,  Forest  of  Gloucester,  Richmond,  supposed  on  a 
fishing  voyage,  was  lost  on  Cape  Cod  in  the  late  gale,  with 
all  on  board,  eight  in  number.  Upwards  of  forty  children 
have  been  left  fatherless  in  this  single  instance.  The  F.  was 
about  60  tons  burthen,  and  built  in  Essex  about  nine  years 
since.  Part  of  her  stern  frame,  with  her  name  on  it,  came 
on  shore  a  few  days  since  at  Coatue,  the  inner  eastern  shore 
of  Nantucket. — Boston  Times. 


Kcutiicky  "Wlieat. 

The  Louisville  Journal  states  that  the  Kentucky  wheat 
has  been  deteriorating  for  years  ;  and  that  the  crops  in  that 
vicinity,  this  year,  have  proved  almost,  an  entire  failure. — 
The  cause  is  attributed  to  the  farmers  using  as  seed  wheat 
year  after  year,  what  was  raised  from  their  own  farms  and  ofT 
the  same  field.  Prentice  advises  the  obtaining,  for  planting 
purposes,  wheat  from  the  northern  sections  of  the  country, 
and  undoubtedly  the  advice  is  a  good  one.  Deterioration 
will  always  ensue  where  a  practice  is  followed  such  as  the 
above  ;  and  to  succeed  woulJ  contravene  one  of  nature's 
general  laws, 

A  Sew  Misic. 

There  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  in  tlie  Keading-Room 
of  the  Philadelphia  Exchange,  a  noble  lump  of  iron  ore,  of 
the  sort  denominated  Pipe  Iron  Ore,  taken  from  the  mine  of 
Mr.  Getz,  about  five  miles  north  of  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  represented  to  be  found  in  great  quantities,  at  a  depth 
of  from  two  to  twenty  feet  below  the  surface,  the  ore  becom- 
ing heavier  as  the  strata  deepen. 


2t0 


KEPORT  ON  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  U.  S.  BANK  PROPERTY. 


[OcTODEn, 


Kciiort    of  tile    Appraisers    in    tUe   niaMcr   of  tlic 
Aiisig'nniciit  of  liic  BaiiU  of  tJie  Viiittd  States. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Conrt  of  Common  Pleas 

for  the  Citij  and  Coimty  of  I^hiladel/ihia. 

The  unJersigneJ  appraisers,  appointed  liy  this  Honorable 
Court  to  appraise  the  estate  and  eH'ects  assigned  by  the  Pre- 
sident, Directors  and  Conifjany  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  James  Dundas,  Mordecai  D.  Lewis,  Samuel  W. 
Jones,  Robert  L.  Pittfield  and  Robert  Howell,  in  trust,  &.c , 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  IS  H,  do  respectfully  report  ; 

That  after  having  respectively  taken  oaths  or  affirmations 
before  the  proper  authority  to  discharge  our  duties  with 
fidelity,  we  forthwith  proceeded  to  make  an  appraisement  of 
the  estate  and  eficcts  assigned  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the 
best  of  our  judgments  respectively.  The  execution  of  our 
duties  appear  in  the  "  general  inventory,"  and  the  descrip- 
tive schedules  hereto  annexed,  marked  from  No.  1  to  No.  10 
inclusive,  whicii  we  return  as  the  appraisement  and  invento- 
ry required  by  law. 

[Signed]  William  Welsh, 

HcGn  Cam  I'll  ELL, 
William  Kikg. 

Philadelphia,  May  25,  1841., 

General  Inventory 

Of  the  appraisers  of  assets  conveyed  by  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  to  James  Dundas  and  others  in  trust: 
No.  1 — Bonds  and  mortgages  on  books  at  Philadelphia. 
No.  2— Real  Estate $125,000 

Banking  house  and  lot  on  Chesnut  street,  Phila- 
delphia $270,000 

Property  No.  loO  and  132  Chesnut 
street,  subject  to  an  annual  ground 
rent  of  $1,120,  irredeemable 60,000 

Do  in  Centre  and  Clearfield  counties, 

899  68-100  acres 3,C00 

Do  Schuylkill  county,  48  51-100  acres 

being  7-20  of  7-16  of  317  acres. .        5,000 

Do  Coates  street,  Philadelphia,  two 

story  house  and  lot 3,500 

Do  Library  street,  in  rear  of  13J  and 
132  Chesnut  street,  east  of  banking 
house,  subject  to  a  ground  rent  as 
above  stated 12  000 

Do  Library   street,  west  of  banking 

house 1 7,000 

Do  Valley  Insurance  lands  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  900  acres,  being  1-9 
part  of  a  tract  of  8100  acres 13  500 

Do  in  Schuylkill  county,  a  moiety  of 

341  a  348  P  or  170  a  153  P 6,500 

Do  No.  45  Walnut  street  Philadel- 
phia, ground  rent  per  annum,  £2 
9s.   9d,... 3,500 

Do  No.  276  Chesnut  street 20,000 

Do  274  do  subject  to  two  mortgages 

amounting  to  $12,000 3,000 

Do  in  Illinois  31  tracts,  6,801  46-100 

acres 10,000 

Do  Wisconsin,  25  do  4,200 6,300 

Do  Illinois,  24  do  6,292,  30-100 9\\Q0 

Do     do       50  do  15,508  61-100...       23,300 

Do    do       65  do  17,803  98-100...      26,700 

Do  Wisconsin,  26  do  4,196  62-100.        6^300 

Do   on    Pennsylvania    avenue,   two 

three  storied  brick  houses  and  lots        2,600 

Do  in  Lemon  Hill  estate 130,000 

Do    South    Tenth   street,   corner   of 

Clinton  ground  rent  $lo9 5,900 

Do  do  adjoining  above  $132  89 6,000 

Do  No.  29  and  31  N.  Eleventh  street, 

mortgage  $4,000,  ground  rent  $28        7,500 

Do   in    Pittsburg,  between    Market 

and  Wood  streets 1 0,000 

Amount  carried  forward 661,000 


671,000 
850,000 

320,000 


Amount  brought  forward 661,000 

Do  West  High  street,  between  Schuyl- 
kill Second  and  'J'hird  street 10,000 

No.  3 — Real  Estate  at  agenc}'.  Mobile. 
No.  4 — A  and  B — Property  and  effects 

at    BuO'alo 

No.   5 — Stocks   and   loans  of  incorpo- 
rated companies : 

Loan   of  Chesapeake  and   Delaware 

Canal  Company 84,500 

Do    Cumberland      Valley     Railroad 

Company 168,000 

Bonds  of  Williamsport  and  Elmira 
Railroad,  secured  by  mortgage  on 
property 45,000 

Loan  of  Danv'lle  and  Pottsville  Rail- 
road Company,  5  per  cent,  interest, 
guarantied  by  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia         60,800 

Do    Beaver   Meadow    Railroad   and 

Coal    Company 38,500 

Bonds  of  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
road        20,000 

Do  and  coupons  of  Little  Schuylkill 
Navigation  Railroad  and  Coal 
Company 55,000 

578  shares  capital  stock  Miners'  Bank 

Pottsville 1 9,000 

722  do  do  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee      43,300 

740  do  do   Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 

Canal  Company 37,000 

Bonds  of  the  city  of  Mobile 25,600 

No.  6  B — Property  and  effects  in   Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 

Do  do  at  agency,  Cincinnati 

Do  do  at  office.  New  Brighton 

Dodo      do   Pittsburg 

Dodo      do   Erie 

Total $5,109,700 


-    602,700 

250,000 

1,056,000 

-  300,000 

635,000 

300,000 


[Signed] 


Uidted  States  Gazette. 


William  Welsh, 
Hut;  II  Camp  HELL, 
William  King. 


Stability  of  Bank  Slock  ill  Bostou. 

The  object  of  the  following  communication  is  to  show  the 
comparative  value,  in  August,  1 838,  and  in  August,  1841  of 
the  bank  stock  in  Boston,  assuming  the  sales  and  quotations 
at  the  time  as  the  standard  of  value.  The  result  will  show 
that  there  have  been  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  soHie  of  the 
shares  during  the  three  years.  It  is  believed  that  the  values 
affixed  to  the  shares  will  not  materially  differ  from  the 
prices  in  the  market  at  the  two  epochs,  and  therefore  may  be 
regarded  as  the  market  value. 

The  two  following  tables  show  the  comparative  value  of 
the  shares  in  the  twenty-five  banks  now  in  operation,  in 
August,  1838,  and  in  August,  1841. 

In  August,  1838,  the  capital  of  these  banks  amounted  to 
$17,300,000.  In  1839,  the  capital  of  the  Merchants'  Bank 
was  increased  $500,000,  and  that  of  the  Sullblk  $250,000, 
while  that  of  the  Market  was  reduced,  in  1839,  $200,000 
and  in  1841  $240,000  ;  the  difference  between  the  increase 
and  the  reduction  being  $3 10,000,  which,  addeil  to  the  above 
amount,  makes  the  present  amount  of  banking  capital  in 
Boston  $17,610,000. 

The  reduction  of  the  capital  of  the  Market  Bank  in  1839 
was  made  by  the  extinction  of  2,000  shares  which  had  ne- 
ver been  paid  for;  of  course,  the  loss  on  its  capital  during 
the  three  years,  from  $88  to  $62  50,  or  $25  50  a  share,  was 
on  8,000  shares  only.  In  February,  1841,  the  reduction 
from  $800,000  to  $560,000  was  made  in  consequence  of  a 
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loss  of  .10  per  cent,  of  the  capital,  and  the  par  value  of  the 
shnres  was  reduced  by  the  act  from  §100  to  §70  each. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  during  these  three  years  there 
WHS  some  loss  cf  dividends  to  stockholdets.  In  eleven  of 
the  twenty-five  banks,  the  amount  of  dividends  paid  was§l,- 
179,5  0,  which  is  4.80  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  average 
capitals  of  §8,n6,fiC6  23,  and  is  less  than  G  per  cent,  per 
annum  by  ?29'i,S00,  or  1.19  percent.  In  eight  of  them 
the  annual  dividends  was  6  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  aver- 
age ca[iital  of  $1,930,000,  In  si.x  of  them,  the  dividends 
have  averaged  7.09  7.27  per  cent  per  annum  on  the  average 
cai)ital  of  §4,500,000.  The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  { 
annual  capilal  of  these  25  banks,  for  the  three  years,  averaged 
§17,626,600  0-3  per  annum,  and  the  dividends  averaged  5,- 
72  40S-661  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  amounted  to  17.17 
563-661  per  cent,  in  the  thiee  years;  and  the  loss  of  divi-  1 
dends  was  §144,800,  or  8J-G8-661  per  cent,  in  three  years, 
and  has  averaged  §4H,'266  2-3,  or  27-251-661  per  cent,  per 
annum.  Tlie  annual  dividends  of  the  twenty-five  banks,  i 
during  the  nine  years  previous  to  1841,  or  since  they  fust 
declared  dividend-,  averaged  nearly  §5.90  per  cent,  jicr  an- 
num on  their  capital.  Besides,  in  1839,  the  Suffolk  Bank  ', 
divided  among  the  stockholders  the  sum  of  §250,OuO  of  its 
reserved  profits  amounting  to  So-j  per  cent,  of  its  capital, 
upon  occasion  of  the  increasing  the  capital  to  §1, COO, 000, 
according  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature;  moreover,  the  $.150,- 
VOj  of  new  stock  created  in  1839,  had  improved  14  percent, 
in  August,  1S41,  which  improvement  amounted  to  §35, OOO, 
besides  the  improvement  of  6  per  cent,  on  all  the  shares  as 
mentioned  in  the  two  following  tables : 


of  the  other  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  inquiry  would  sanction  as  favorable  a  conclusion, 

Boston  Mercantile  Journal. 


Names  of  Banks. 


Atlantic 

Atlas 

Boston 

City 

Columbian 

Eagle 

Freeman's 

Globe 

Granite 

Hamilton 

Market 

Massachusetts . . . 

Mechanics' 

Merchants' 

New  England   . . 

North 

Shawmut 

Shoe  &  L'r  D'ler? 

South  

State 

Suffolk 

Traders 

Tremont 

Union 

Washington 


Capital, 
Aug. '41. 


§500,000 
500,000 
ti00,000 

1,000,0C0 
500,0(0 
5jO,',00 
150,000 

1 ,000,00-; 

500,000 

500,000 

550.000 

800,000 

150,00( 

2,000,<;00 

1,000,000 

750,000 

500,000 

500,000 

500,00(1 

1,800,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 

500,000 

800,000 

500,000 


Market  Value. 


val. 

Aug.  1838. 

Aug.  1841. 

§100 

96  per  ct. 

94  per  ct. 

100 

75   do 

94^  do 

50 

52|  per  sh 

54  per  sh. 

100 

99  per  ct. 

94  per  ct. 

100 

103   do 

104|  do 

100 

102.^  do 

103   do 

100 

95   do 

95   do 

100 

104   do 

104   do 

100 

88   do 

90   do 

100 

101   do 

103   do 

70 

£8  per  sh. 

62i  persh 

250 

95  per  ct. 

1 00  per  ct. 

100 

88   do 

£0   do 

100 

102   do 

104   do 

100 

108   do 

103   do 

100 

06   do 

90   do 

100 

90   do 

90   do 

100 

89   do 

103  3-8" 

100 

87   do 

80   do 

60 

59  per  sh. 

5f^^  persh 

100 

1 1 4  per  ct. 

120  per  ct. 

100 

95i  do 

88   do 

100 

97   do 

99   do 

100 

100   do 

104   do 

100 

93   do 

93   do 

Thus,  there  was  no  depreciation  in  the  aggregate  of  stock  , 
in  (he  25  banks  in  operation  in  Boston  during  the  three  ' 
years  from  August,  1838,  to  August,  1841,  though  there' 
was  some  depreciation  in  the  shares  of  particular  banks. —  I 
And  we  doubt  not  that  the  real  value  of  the  stock,  as  a  whole, 
is  now  decidedly  greater  than  it  was  three  years  ago.  ' 

If  we  deduct  from  the  whole  amount  of  depreciation  §401,- 
500,  the  amount  of  depreciation  in  the  stock  of  the  Market 
Bank,  in  which  it  is  the  greatest  of  any  of  ihe  banks,  we 
find  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  24  remaining 
banks  of  §204,375,  which  is  an  average  improvement  of  a 
little  more  than  1  per  cent,  of  their  capital. 

The  above  comparison  presents  a  result  favorable  to  the 
stability  of  bank  stock  in  Boston,  and  indicates  that  there 
has  in  general  been  careful  and  faithful  management  of  these  | 
institutions  in  this  city.     Were  a  similar  comparison  made 


Trial  of  One  Iliimlred   and  Twelve  Mtn  for 
MiirtlcT. 

The  correspondent  of  the  Illinois  Free  Trader  gives  an 
account  of  the  trial  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  murder 
of  the  Driskalls,  Jolin  and  William,  from  which  the  Editor 
of  the  Era  has  made  the  following  extracts  : 

He  says  "  the  September  Term  of  the  Ogle  Circuit  Court 
has  just  closed,  and  its  session  has  been  marked  by  a  trial, 
which,  in  the  numboi  of  the  accused  tried  in  one  indictment 
for  the  crime  of  murder,  is  without  a  parallel.  One  hundred 
and  twelve  men  were  indicted  for  the  muider  of  John  Lris- 
kall  and  W  illiam  Driskall,  in  June  la.st,  near  Washington 
Grove,  in  this  county.  About  one  hundred  plead  not  guilty, 
and  were  put  upon  their  tri;il.  Judge  Ford,  whatever  jnight 
have  been  his  feelinc^s,  (the  accused  were  his  neighbors. 
Judge  F,  living  in  Ogle  (Jounty)  exhibited  upon  the  bench 
a  stern  determination  that  the  accused  should  be  fully  and 
fairly  tried.  However,  the  very  fact  of  the  great  confusion 
occasioned  by  so  many  names  in  the  indictment,  left  the  ac- 
cused without  any  evidence  to  contend  against.  The  two 
or  three  first  witnesses,  whose  names  were  endorsed  upon 
the  indictment,  (and  by  the  laws  of  this  State  none,  except 
those  whose  names  are  so  endorsed,  can  be  called  to  prove 
the  substantive  part  of  the  accusation)  only  knew  some  of 
the  preparatory  steps  taken,  which  led  to  the  supposed  of- 
fence." 

The  facts  connected  with  the  killing  of  the  Driskalls  are 
stated  as  follows  :  That  the  Driskalls  were  a  part  of  an  or- 
ganized gang,  embracing  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the 
county  of  Ogle  and  the  adjoining  counties,  \\  ho  carried  on  a 
systematized  scheme  of  operations  against  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants.  That  murders,  robberies  and 
larcenies  had  been  carried  on  by  them  for  a  number  of  years; 
and  that  owing  to  the  extent  and  perfection  of  tlicir  combi- 
nations, it  had  become  impossible  to  convict  by  the  ordinary 
process  of  law.  Perjured  members  of  their  gang  swearing 
to  alibis  or  such  defence  as  were  adapted  for  the  occasion, 
had,  for  a  long  time,  defied  and  defeated  the  course  of  justice. 
That  a  few  days  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  Driskalls, 
a  Mr.  Campbell,  a  citizen  of  the  highest  respectability,  had 
been  wantonly  shot  in  his  own  yard,  for  his  presumed  exer- 
tions against  this  gang,  and  thut  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt,  that  the  Driskalls  plan- 
ned and  incited,  and  probably  perpetrated,  his  murder.  Fur- 
ther, that  the  Driskalls  were  the  chief  and  most  dangerous  of 
the  gang.  They  were  shot  after  an  examination  which  satis- 
fied several  hundred  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Ogle 
and  the  adjoining  counties  of  the  truth  of  the  foiegoing  facts. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury  who  without  leaving 
their  seats,  rendered  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilt}-.  This  verdict 
was  given  partially  from  a  want  of  evidence,  and  from  what 
the  jury  considered  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case.  The 
writer  says  the  hru-s  could  not  protect  the  community  where 
the  banditti  committed  their  many  enornr.ilies— the  occasion 
was  too  urgent  to  wail  for  their  uncertain  amendment  and 
adaptation  to  the  emergency-individually  they  could  not  pro- 
tect themselves — mob  law  they  repudiated — they  therefore 
resorted  to  a  counter  organization,  ordained  new  rules  ol 
evidence,  and  a  new  mode  of  proceeding,  such,  and  such 
only,  as  in  their  judgment  were  effectual  to  protect  them. — 
There  may  be  those  who  are  disposed  to  cavil,  perhaps  to 
condemn.  The  judgments  and  perceptions  of  such,  would 
be  essentially  invigorated,  could  they  have  dwelt  for  a  short 
time  here,  and  suffered  the  murder  of  their  fiiends,  the  burn- 
ing of  their  dwellincs,  and  the  plunder  of  their  projerty; 
and,  when  they  called  on  the  law  to  redress  these  wrongs, 
to  see  those  whom  they  knew  to  be  the  perpetrators,  escape 
with  impunity. 


The  Library  of  Harvard  University,  contains  57,942  vol- 
omes. — J^'tu-ark  Daily  Jdrcrtiser. 
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Th.e  Castiue  Coins* 

There  linve  been  in  most  of  the  papers  an  account  of  the 
discovery  of  a  deposit  of  ancient  coins  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Castine,  in  the  State  of  jMaine.  A  friend  has  sent  ns  a 
specimen  of  these  treasures,  to  be  de[)Osited  witli  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Antiquarian  Society.  It  is  a  French  coin  of  sil- 
ver, about  the  size  and  weight  of  a  fifty  cent  piece,  bearing 
the  head  of  Louis  XIV,  on  one  side,  and  the  crown  of 
France  on  the  other,  and  has  the  date  1646.  The  inscrip- 
tions are  as  clear  as  when  they  were  stamped,  being  but  lit- 
tle worn  or  obscured  by  rust.     They  are  i.td-xiii-h-g-fr 

— KT-XAV-llKX    and    SlT->"OMr.\-I)0.-.!IMG-ltEJiF.I)IC-TVM. 

The  following  is  from  the  letter  enclosing  the  coin:  "Wliile 
nt  Castine  a  few  days  since,  I  learned  ihat  some  silver  coin 
had  been  found  near  that  place,  visited  the  spot,  found  some 
men  engaged  in  digging,  and  saw  them  dig  several  pieces. 
About  $5J0  dollars  in  value  has  been  found,  mostly  lying 
upon  a  rock,  but  scnttcring  pieces  v^'cre  found  in  the  soil  for 
2'J  or  oO  feet  from  the  rock,  'i'he  discoverer  of  the  coin  is 
a  Captain  Grindle,  who  owns  the  land.  The  place  is  called 
Johnson's  Point,  on  the  Bagaduce  river.  Tlie  coins  are  of 
difierent  denominations,  varying  in  date  from  1G41  to  1692, 
many  of  them  looking  quite  new.  It  is  supposed  by  many 
ihat  the  coins  were  deposited  by  Baron  Castine,  or  some  of 
his  followers,  at  the  time  his  fort  and  residence  at  Castine 
were  destroyed,  and  he  driven  away  by  the  English,  which 
was  about  1697  or  1698,  The  rock  upon  which  the  coin 
wjs  dep'iRited  was  covered  with  soil,  and  a  clump  of  alders 
growing  thereon." 

Some  of  the  statements  we  have  seen  mention  that  a  great 
part  of  the  money  is  of  the  date  of  1652,  being  the  old  Mas- 
sachusetts pine-tree  currency.  These  pieces  are  becoming 
more  rare  at  this  day,  although  they  are  occasionally  to  be 
met  willi.  They  always  bear  the  date  of  1652,  for  this  rea- 
son :  After  the  peofile  of  this  colony  had  set  up  a  mint,  and 
begun  their  coinage,  the  King  interfered,  and  forbade  any 
further  issues.  This  command  was  evaded  by  dating  all 
pieces  sub.-equently  struck  to  correspond  with  those  in  circu- 
lation previous  to  the  order. 

Supposing  that  some  notice  of  Baron  Castine  may  be  of 
interest  in  this  connexion,  we  subjoin  a  brief  abstract  of  his 
history : 

Mons.  Vincent  de  St.  Castine  was  born  in  Oleron,  on  the 
borders  of  the  Pyrenees,  in  France.  His  family  was  noble, 
his  hereditary  title  being  that  of  Count  or  Baron.  He  had 
good  abilities,  and  was  well  educated,  especially  in  military 
arts.  He  was  at  first  a  Colonal  in  the  King's  body  guards. 
He  was  transferred  from  thence  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment called  the  "  Carigman  Salieres,"  and  about  1665  was 
sent  with  his  troops  to  Quebec.  At  the  close  of  the  war  his 
regiment  was  disbanded,  and  himself  discharged  from  the 
King's  service.  Taking  umbrage  at  this,  he,  as  La  llonlan 
describes  it,  threw  himself  upon  the  savages."  He  settled 
upon  the  peninsula,  where  D'Aulney  had  resided,  and  com- 
menced a  trading  establishment.  He  was  a  devout  Catholic, 
and  had  several  Jesuit  missionaries  with  him. 

Having  learned  to  speak  the  language  of  the  natives,  he 
taught  them  the  use  of  the  gun  and  some  arts  of  war,  and 
gained  a  complete  ascendency  ovcrthem,  they  looking  upon 
him  as  a  god  rather  tlian  man.  He  married  six  wives,  daugh- 
ters of  the  chiefs,  and  lived  with  them  all  by  turns.  He  was 
thirty  years  in  the  country,  and  had  several  daughters  and 
one  son.  Castine,  the  younger,  who  became  chief  of  the 
tribe,  and  conformed  in  all  respects  to  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Indians,  but  married  his  daughters  to  French- 
men, with  liberal  p-orlions,  the  property  amassed  by  him 
being  estimated  at  three  hundred  thousand  crowns. 

The  Peninsula,  now  Castine,  has  connected  with  it  many 
associations  of  historical  interest.  It  originally  bore  the  name 
of  a  resident  Frenchman,  called  "Major  Biguyduce,"  (from 
whom  the  river  "  Bagaduce,"  probably  derives  its  name,  and 
contains  about  26JU  acres.  The  trading-house  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Colony  was  established  there  in  16J6.  There  were 
the  head  quarters  and  the  fort  of  D'Aulney  from  1640  to 
1648.  Baron  Castine  resided  there  for  thirty  years  ;  and  there 
the  British  had  a  garrison  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  from 
1779  to  1783. 


The  change  of  the  name  of  this  peninsula  from  Penobscott 
to  Castine,  in  memory  of  the  old  IBaron,  was  objected  to  Iiy 
many,  on  the  ground  that  Castine  was  ever  a  foe  to  the  En- 
glish, and  the  cause  of  much  suiTering  and  loss  of  life  to  the 
infant  colonies.  The  arms  and  ammunition  furnished  by 
him  to  the  natives,  and  tlie  military  arts  he  tauglit  them, 
greatly  increased  their  capacity  to  do  injury,  which  was  se- 
verely felt  in  the  general  outbreak  of  hostilities  at  the  time  of 
Philip's  war  in  1675,  and  at  subsequent  periods.  A  reward 
was  for  a  long  time  offered  for  the  capture  of  Castine  or  any 
of  his  family,  and  he  was  universally  detested  as  well  as  fear- 
ed by  the  English.  His  descendants  and  a  portion  of  their 
tribe  ultimately  removed  to  Canada  and  united  with  the  St. 
Francois  Indians. —  Ji'orcester  ^^ais. 


Report  of  t!ie  Physician  of  the  House  of  Corrcc" 
tioit.  liostuii* 

That  the  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Hos- 
pital for  the  quarter  ending  October  1,  1841,  is 116 

Whole  number  received  and  discharged lOU 

"  itnproved  "  8 

"  remaining  "  8 

1!6 


No  death  during  the  quarter. 

It  is  now  nearly  two  years  since  I  assnmed  the  important 
and  responsible  duties  of  physician  to  this  Institution.  Dur- 
ing that  period  the  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the 
Hospital  has  been  one  thousand  and  fifteen.  Of  whom, 
eighteen  only  have  died  !  less  than  one  and  foiirfifths  per 
cent.  A  more  favorable  result,  it  is  confidently  believed,  than 
has  been  attained  in  any  other  similar  institution  in  this 
country.  The  number  of  "  out  patients  "  has  considerably 
exceeded  that  of  those  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  wards. 

Among  the  patients  admitted,  there  have  been  40  cases 
of  Dysentery,  65  cases  of  Simple  Fever,  23  of  Typhoid  Fe- 
ver, 82  cases  of  Diseases  of  the  I>ungs,  and  '255  cases  of  De- 
lirium Tremens. 

2  de.iths  have  occurred  frotn  Marasmus,  2  from  Typhoid 
Fever,  4  from  Delirium  Tremens,  and  1  each,  from  Diar- 
rhoea, Apoplexy,  Debility,  Epilepsy,  Pneumonia,  Vaiiola, 
Consumption,  Gangrene  of  Lung,  Rheumatism  and  Scro- 
fula. 

In  a  large  majorit}'  of  the  cases,  disease  has  been  con- 
tracted previous  to  admission  to  the  prison  ;  the  complaints 
of  those  who  were  admitted  in  good  health  are  of  a  light  and 
transient  character.  Every  death,  with  one  exception,  has 
arisen  from  causes  existing  at  the  period  of  committal  ! 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases  of  Delirium  of  Tre- 
mens of  the  last  year,  one  was  fatal. 

JOHNS.  BUTLER,      ■ 
Phiisician  of  House  of  Correction, 

Boston,  October  1,  184 J. 


John  Murphy,  formerly  Governor  of  Alabama,  and  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  died  at  his  residence  in  Clarke  co. 
Ala.  on  the  21st  of  Sept,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age. 


A  considerable  portion  of  the  business  part  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C.  has  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

Died  in  this  city  on  the  26th  inst.  Gen.  Thomas  Cadwal- 
ader,  aged  61  years. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  GOVElUrOU  FOLK  OF  TENITESSEK. 

Internal  Improvement. 

The  system  of  internal  improvement  established  by  the 
act  of  1836,  and  extended  by  the  net  of  1K3S,  has  been  exe- 
cuted in  strict  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed 
on  the  25th  of  January  184(>,  entitled  "An  Act  to  repeal 
all  laws  authorizing  the  (Governor  of  this  State  to  subscribe 
for  stock  in  any  internal  improvement  companies  on  behalf 
of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes."  Ail  internal  improve 
ment  Companies  falling  within  the  provisions  of  the  latter 
act  have  been  required  to  conform  iheir  action  to  it.  A  few 
of  the  companies  at  first  olijertrd  to  the  constitutional  va- 
lidity of  the  act,  but  finally  yieiJed  to  its  requirements;  and 
I  cannot  doubt  that  its  operation  has  been  such  as  to  protect 
the  State  from  impositions  which  might  otherwise  ha\e  been 
practised  under  tlie  unguarded  provisions  of  the  acts  of  18  56 
and  18.38.  At  the  same  time  that  the  State  has  probably 
been  saved  from  an  increased  indebtrdness  to  a  birge  amount, 
no  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  Companies.  In  all  cases  of 
application  for  State  bonds,  in  payment  of  the  State  subscrip- 
tion since  the  passing  of  the  act,  the  afiairs  of  the  Company 
making  such  applic;ition  have  been  subjected  to  the  scrutiny 
of  three  disinterested  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, who  have  been  required  to  examine  and  inspect  the 
work  actually  done  and  performed — what  portion  of  the 
same  had  been  paid  for  in  labor,  or  the  actual  expenditure 
of  money,  paid  in  by  the  individual  stockholders,  and  what 
portion  by  the  payment  of  State  bonds,  issued  for  the  benefit 
of  such  Company — to  inspect  the  books  and  investigate  the 
affairs  and  accounts  of  the  Compan}',  and  if  upon  their  re- 
port on  oath,  it  appeared  that  the  company  making  the  ap- 
plication had  conformed  in  all  re.^pects  to  the  provisions  of 
its  charter,  and  that  no  fraud  had  been  practiced  on  the  State, 
the  amount  of  tftate  bonds  to  which  such  company  was 
shown  to  be  entitled,  were  ordered  to  be  issued  by  the  in- 
ternal improvement  board  created  by  the  act,  consisting  of 
the  Governor,  Comptroller  and  Attorney  General,  and  were 
issued  accordingly.  In  all  cases  where  the  reports  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  make  the  investigation  have  not 
been  fully  satisfactory,  the  bonds  of  the  State  have  been 
withheld. 

The  Attorney  General  has  filed  bills,  which  are  now 
pending,  against  two  of  the  companies  in  which  the  State 
has  become  a  stockholder,  for  alleged  violations  of  their 
charters. 

None  of  the  companies  in  which  stock  had  "been  sub- 
scribed on  behalf  of  the  State"  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  act  of 
184U  by  making  a  "surrender  of  the  charter  of  said  com- 
pany" to  the  State.  Several  of  them  however,  in  which  a 
subscription  of  stock  on  behalf  of  the  Stale  had  been  made 
in  the  year  1838  and  the  early  part  of  1839,  and  for  whose 
use  no  State  bonds  have  been  issued,  it  is  understood  have 
not  commenced  their  respective  works  and  will  probably 
abandon  them.  Of  this  class  are  the  following  companies, 
viz: — the  Livingston  Turnpike  Company,  the  Murfrees- 
borough,  Manchester  and  Winchester  Turnpike  Company  ; 
and  the  Harpeth  and  Farmington  Turnpike  Company. 
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In  addition  to  these  a  subscription  was  made  on  behalf  of 
the  State  in  the  Fayetteville  and  Shelby  ville  Turnpike  Com- 
pany on  the  7th  day  of  Sept  1.S38,  and  on  tlie  ftth  day  of 
November,  1838,  bonds  of  the  State  for  $16,000  for  iho 
use  of  the  company  were  issued  by  the  Governor  and  de- 
posited in  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  where  they  still  remain, 
not  having  been  called  for,  and  no  interest  having  been  paid 
thereon.  I  am  informed  that  no  work  has  been  done  on  the 
road,  and  that  it  will  probably  be  ab mdoned.  The  aggre- 
gate amount  of  stock  su'oscribed  for  on  behalf  of  the  State 
in  Ihes-e  several  companies  was  245,000,  and  by  the  failure 
of  the  companies  to  prosecute  their  respective  works  accord- 
ing to  their  charters,  will  not  probably  be  required  to  be  paid 
by  the  issuance  of  State  bonds.  Of  this  amount  the  $16,000 
of  State  bonds  which  were  issued  for  the  use  of  the  Fayette- 
ville and  Shelbyville  Turnpike  Company  may  in  the  event 
of  the  abandonment  of  that  work,  be  cancelled  and  destroy- 
ed, llpon  the  application  of  the  Nashville  and  Kentucky 
Turnpike  Company,  the  capital  stock  as  prescribed  by  the 
charter  has,  in  pursuance  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of 
24' h  January  liS40.been  reduce  I  from  ?  125,  jOO  toSlOO,' 00 
— thus  reducing  the  State  subscription  from  $6?, 500  to 
$'50,000, 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1338,  the  Gover- 
nor subscribed  on  bchalfof  the  State,  for  §650,00  j  of  the  stock 
of  the  Louisville,  <  incinnati  and  Ch.irleston  Railroad  Om- 
pany,  and  on  the  21st  of  January  1  839,  State  bonds  amount- 
ing to  $32,000,  in  part  payment  of  the  State  subscription,, 
were  issued,  and  are  now  in  the  pisses-ion  of  that  company, 
but  no  interest  has  been  paid  thereon  by  the  State.  During 
the  past  year,  it  became  my  duty  in  pursuance  of  law  to  ap- 
point a  proxy  to  attend  and  represent  the  State  of  Tennessee 
at  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Company  holdpn  at 
Ch.uleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  the  month 
of  November,  1840. 

J.  G.  .M.  Kamsey,  of  Knox  county,  was  appointed  the 
proxy  to  represent  the  State  at  that  meeting,  fron  whom  I 
have  received  three  official  communications,  bearing  date  on 
the  IfthofDec.  1 840,  and  on  the  ■24th  and  27th  Sept.  1S41, 
which  I  herewith  lay  Iipfore  you.  I  have  received  also  a 
communication  from  the  President  of  the  Company  bearing 
date  on  the  1 1th  of  March,  1841,  and  which  is  herewith  laid 
before  you. 

From  both  of  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  company 
propose  to  abandon  the  work  within  the  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
to  release  the  State  from  her  subscription,  and  to  return  to 
be  cancelled  the  $  )2,00J  of  State  bonds  issued  by  her,  upon 
the  payment  on  her  part  of  the  rateable  portion  of  the  ex- 
penses which  have  been  incurred  by  the  Company  in  making- 
surveys  and  in  preparing  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the 
work.  To  carry  into  ellVct  the  proposiiion  of  the  compimy, 
will  require  the  assent  of  the  State  by  legislative  act;  and 
it  is  recommended  that  such  assent  be  given  at  your  present 
session.  Should  such  assent  be  given,  and  the  several  inter- 
nal improvement  companies  already  mentioned  as  likely  to 
abandon  their  respective  works,  do  so,  the  liabil  ties  of  the 
State  under  subscriptions  heretofore  made,  will  be  reduced 
by  the  sum  of  $9o7,500,  as  follows,  viz  : 

State  subscription  in  the  L.  C.  and  C.  Rail- 
road Company $650,000  CO 

State  subscription  in  the  Livingston  Turn- 
pike Company 25,000  00 
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State   subscription  in  the  Murfreesborough, 

Manchester  and  Winchester  Turnpike  Co.      100,000'  00 

State  subscription  in  the  Harpeth  and  Farm- 

ington  Turnpike  Company 30,000  00 

State   subscription   in   the    Fayettcviile   and 

ShelbyviUe  Turnpike  Company 90,000  00 

Rcduition  of  the  capital  stock  in  the  Nash- 
ville and  Kentucky  Turnpike  Company. .        12,500  00 

$907,530  00 

Exclusive  of  these,  the  whole  amount  of  the  State's  lia- 
bilities upon  her  subscriptions  to  internal  improvement  com- 
panies— upon  the  supposition,  that  the  whole  capital  stock 
of  each  cotniiany  will  be  exhausted,  in  constructing  the  seve- 
ral works,  which  is  not  probable — is  $3,246,660  66|,  of 
which  iState  bonds  have  been  issued,  amounting  ti)  §1,516,- 
916  66f  and  leaving  a  balance  to  be  issued  to  comjilete  the 
payment  of  the  whole  of  the  State  subscriptions  of  $729,750. 

Dividtnds  belongmsf^  to  the  State — Public  debt  of  the 

State. 

As  connected  with  our  system  of  internal  improvement 
doubts  have  arisrn  under  the  existing  laws,  to  wiiom  the 
dividends,  belonging  to  the  State,  which  may  be  declared  by 
the  several  internal  improvement  companies  in  which  she  is 
a  stockholder,  shall  be  paid,  and  it  will  be  proper  to  make 
more  specihc  provision  upon  the  subject.  It  is  suggested  that 
they  be  required  to  be  paid  semi-annually,  or  annually,  as 
they  n)ay  be  declared,  to  the  Bank  of  'i'ennessee  and  its 
branches.  It  is  further  suggested  that  the  several  comjjanies 
in  which  the  State  is  a  stockholder  and  which  are  com|)leted 
in  whole  or  in  part,  and  are  collecting  tolls,  be  required  to 
report  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  at  least  once  in 
eaci)  year,  their  tinancial  condition — with  the  amount  of 
i^tate  dividends  which  they  have  paid  over  to  the  bank  and 
its  iiranchcs.  The  whole  public  debt  of  the  State,  consists 
at  this  time  of  the  fciliowing — viz: 
State  bonds  issued  and  proceeds  invested  in 
s-tock  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee, 
bearing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  wdiich 

is  paid  semi-annually  by  the  bank §500,000  00 

State  bonds  issued  and  proceeds  invested  in 
capital  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  6  per  cent 1,000,000  00 

State  internal  im[)rovement  bonds  bearing 

an  interest  of  5^  per  cent 263,1 66  65f 

State  internal  improvement  bonds  bearing 

an  interest  of  5  per  cent 1,253,750  00 

§3,016,916  6&^ 
The  §.100,0r0  of  State  bonds  bearing  an  interest  of  5 

per  cent,  issued  for  the  improvement  of  rivers,  but  not  yet 

sold  are  not  included  in  the  amount  of  the  State  debt.    The 

debt  has  many  years  to  run  before  it  falls  due,  and  to  meet 

it  the  State  owns. 

Stock  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee. . .    §646,600  00 

Capital  in  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  being 
proceeds  of  bonds  sold,  and  exclusive  of 
the  school  fund 1,000,000  GO 

Stock  paid  into  internal  improvement  com- 
panies, by  State  bonds  issued 1,516,916  66^ 

§3,163,516  66| 
If  the  surplufi  revenue  of  the  United  States, 
now  on  deposit  with  the  State,   should 
not  be  recalled  by  the  United  States,  that 
sum  may  be  added 1,353,209  55 

§4,516,726  21 1 
With  these  means  added  to  the  annually  accumulating 
profits  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  under  prudent  and  proper 
management,  there  can  be  but  little  danger,  that  a  resort  to 
taxation  can  be  necessary  to  enable  tlie  State  to  meet  it,  at 
its  maturity. 

I  consider  it  wise  however,  and  so  recommend,  that  pro- 
vision be  made  by  law,  that  any  surpluB  profits  which  may 


at  any  time  be  made  by  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  after  paying 
its  annual  liabilities,  shall  constitute  a  sinking  fund  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purchasing  in  of  the  bonds  of  the  State,  which 
have  been  issued  at  their  selling  rate  in  the  market.  By 
adopting  this  course,  adhering  to  strict  economy  in  the  State 
administration,  and  husbanding  all  our  resources,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  payment  of  the  debt  which  now  exists,  and 
that  which  the  State  is  bound  in  honor  and  good  faith  by 
existing  engagements  to  contract,  may  be  gradually  antici- 
p:ited  long  before  it  shall  fall  due.  I  have  never  been  the 
advocate  of  a  large  State  debt ;  and  my  opinion  is  that  all 
our  surplus  means,  not  absolutely  needed  for  other  purposes, 
cannot  be  better  applied  than  in  the  extinguishment  of  the 
existing  debt. 

Tlie  Treasury. 

I'he  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  the  State  on  the  1st  Mon- 
day of  October  1811,  was  §189,590  47.  The  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  from  the  )st  Monday  of  October  1839,  to  the 
1st  Monday  of  October  1841,  including  the  amount  annu- 
ally appropriated  under  the  existing  laws  for  the  support  of 
common  schools  and  Academies,  were  §543,739  79.  The 
expenditures  during  the  same  period  including  the  payments 
made  for  the  support  of  common  schools  and  academies, 
were  §170,748  75.  Exclusive  of  the  amount  received  and 
expended  for  the  use  of  common  schools  and  academies,  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  same  period  were 
§275,839  79,  and  the  expenditures  $254,931  93. 

Full  and  detailed  statements  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  which  will  be  laid  before 
you  as  required  by  law. 

School  Fund. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  public  Instruction, 
which  will  be  laid  before  you  during  the  first  week  of  your 
session,  will  inform  you  of  the  progress  of  the  system  of 
education  committed  to  his  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment— of  the  collections  of  common  school  funds  which 
have  been  made  since  your  last  session,  and  of  the  present 
amount  and  condition  of  the  debts  due  to  the  school  fund 
by  county  agents  and  others.  The  School  fund  collected 
and  invested  according  to  Jaw  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1841,  consists  of 

Stock  in  the  Planters'  Bank §244,500  00 

Stock  in  the  Union  Hank 38,894  00 

Stock  in  the  Farmers'  &  Merchants'  Bank  at 

Memphis 700  00 

Stock  in  the  bank  of  Tennessee 769,537  31 

$1,053,631  31 
A  suit  in  Chancery  has  been  instituted,  and  is  now  pend- 
ing against  the  late  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
and  his  securities,  for  the  recovery  of  the  large  balance  re- 
maining in  his  hands  and  unaccounted  for  at  the  close  of  his 
term  of  service.  But  little  doubt  is  entertained  that  a  re- 
covery will  be  had,  and  it  is  believed  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole  amount  abstracted  from  the  school  fund  will  be 
collected. 

Lunatic  Hospital. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  carry  into 
operation  the  Lunatic  Hospital,"  passed  January  6th,  1841, 
seven  trustees  were  appointed  on  the  I3th  of  February  1840, 
under  whose  direction,  the  Hospital  was  shortly  afterwards 
put  into  operation.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  limit- 
ed appropriation  made  by  that  act,  it  has  been  found  impossi- 
ble to  receive  several  "insane  paupers,"  for  whose  admission 
into  the  Institution,  applicali<m  was  made.  It  is  submitted 
to  your  consideration  whether — suitable  provision  should 
not  be  made  for  the  reception,  and  accommodation  of  all 
unfoitunate  persons  in  the  State  for  whose  benefit  the  insti- 
tution was  established,  and  for  whose  admission  application^ 
may  be  made. 

Hospital. 

A  report  will  be  made  to  you  during  your  session,  by  the 
attending  Physician  of  the  Hospital,  who  is  by  law  consti- 
tuted Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  containing  such 
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information  and  making  such  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
condition  and  further  management  of  the  institution  as  may 
be  deemed  useful  in  your  dehhcrations  upon  the  subject. 
I  am  informed  that  arrearages,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
$'J,942  34  for  work  and  labor  done  by  mechanics  on  the 
buildings  occupied  as  a  Hospital  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  last  General  Assembly,  and  upon  contracts  made  with 
the  commissioners  under  whose  superintendence  and  direc- 
tion the  Hospital  was  at  that  time  placed,  are  still  outstand- 
ing and  unpaid — no  appropriation  applicable  to  that  object 
having  been  made.  When  the  trustees,  appointed  under 
the  act  of  January  6th,  1810,  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  the  persons  to  whom  these  arrearages  were  due, 
claimed  a  lien  upon  the  buildings  until  they  were  satisfied, 
but  for  the  public  convenience  yielded  up  the  possession  of 
them  in  the  just  confidence  that  the  present  General  Assembly 
would  make  provision  for  their  payment; — and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  provision  be  made  for  the  payment  of  all  such 
claims  as  may  be  found  equitable  and  just. 

Penitentiary. —  Pardoniiig'  Power. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  and  government  of 
the  peniicntiary  will  be  laid  before  you  at  an  early  day  of 
your  session  in  the  reports  which  will  be  made  by  the  agent 
and  keeper  and  inspectors  of  that  institution.  The  number 
of  convicts  in  the  prison  on  the  30th  of  September,  1841, 
was  178.  The  number  discharged  by  the  expiration  of  their 
sentence  during  the  two  years  commencing  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1839,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  September. 
1841,  was  59.  The  number  received  during  the  same  pe- 
riod was  116. 

The  number  of  deaths  1  ;  the  number  of  escapes  1  ;  the 
number  pardoned  10. 

The  number  discharged  before  the  expiration  of  their  sen- 
tence, in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1836,  ch. 
63,  passed  "  for  the  encouragement  of  the  prisoners  to  con- 
duct themselves  with  industry  and  propriety,"  was  22. 

By  the  act  referred  to,  it  is  provided  that  "  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor,  whenever  it  appears  from  the  weekly 
reports  of  the  agent  and  keeper,  that  the  conduct  of  a  pri- 
soner has  been  exemplary  and  unexceptionable  for  a  whole 
month  together,  to  commute  such  prisoner's  term  of  impri- 
sonment for  any  period  of  time  not  exceeding  two  days  for 
each  and  every  month  he  may  have  so  conducted  himself" 
The  operation  of  this  act  has  been  found  by  experience  to 
have  a  beneficial  effect. 

Each  convict  is  informed  of  its  provisions  upon  his  en- 
trance into  the  penitentiary  ;  and  presenting  to  him,  as  it 
does,  a  strong  motive  to  conduct  himself  with  industry  and 


and  keeper  be  authorized  to  employ  a  matron  or  matron?, 
under  whose  immediate  superintendence  ^nd  care,  all  female 
convicts  hereafter  received  inio  the  institution  shall  be  placed. 
The  place  provided  for  their  confinement,  should  be  separate 
and  apart  from  that  provided  for  the  other  convicts,  and  there 
is  a  manifest  propriety  in  placing  them  under  the  immediate 

government  and  control  of  aged  persons  of  their  own  sex. 

Such  a  regulation  has  been  found  to  be  necessary,  if  not  in- 
dispensable, in  the  best  regulated  prisons  and  houses  of  cor- 
rection in  our  sister  States.  The  edicacy  of  the  laws  for 
the  punishment  and  prevention  of  crimes,  consists,  in  a 
great  degree,  in  the  cert;\inty  with  which  thry  shall  be  en- 
forced and  executed.  Wiihin  the  last  two  years  numerous 
applications  for  pardons  have  been  refused.  Comparatively 
few  have  been  granted,  and  those  only  in  cases  where  iho 
circumstances  were  such  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  they 
were  proper  in  themselves,  and  in  which,  the  discharge  of 
the  prisoner  would  not  imj  air,  but  be  likely  to  promote  the 
ends  of  public  justice. 

In  the  criminal  codes  of  some  of  the  States  in  which  the 
system  of  penitentiary  punishment  has  been  adopted,  a  dis- 
cretionary power  has  been  vested  in  the  Executive  to  com- 
mute the  sentence  of  death  pronounced  upon  the  commis- 
sion of  the  higher  ollences,  for  imprisonment  for  life.  No 
such  discretion  is  vested  by  our  laws  in  the  Executive.  The 
criminal  convicted  of  a  cajiital  crime  in  this  State,  must  either 
be  executed  or  receive  a  full  pardon  and  be  discharged. — 
Cases  of  conviction  of  capital  offences,  are  often  followed  bv 
strong  and  powerful  appeals  to  the  Executive  clemency  — 
The  circumstances  adduced  may  be  such  as  to  raise  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  and  yet  not 
such  as  fully  and  satisfactorily  to  show  that  it  would  1  e  pro- 
per to  turn  the  convict  loose,  without  inflicting  sufficient  or 
adequate  punishment.  In  all  such  cases,  if  the  Executive 
were  invested  with  power  to  commute  the  sentence  tor  im- 
prisonment for  life,  society  would  be  rid  of  the  offender,  and 
if  at  any  time  afterwards,  it  should  bo  made  clearly  to  ap- 
pear by  after  discovered  testimony  or  otherwise,  that  the  con- 
vict was  a  fit  subject  of  Executive  clemency,  he  could  be 
discharged  as  in  other  cases;  and  I  recommend  that  such  an 
amendment  of  our  criminal  laws  be  made. 

There  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  penitentiary 
during  the  two  years  from  September  oCth,  1839,  to  Sep- 
tember SCth,  1S41,  the  sum  of  S5,'333  32,  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  to  defray  the  expenses  of  conveying  convicts 
to  the  prison  after  conviction  $6,470  40.  By  the  law  as  it 
now  exists,  the  articles  manufactured  at  the  penitentiary,  are 
authorized  to  be  sold  on  credit,  and  as  was  to  have  been  ex- 
pected, some  of  the  debts  contracted  have  been  lost  byinsol- 
propriety,  the  effect  has  generally  been  to  preserve  order,  re-  (  vency,  or  the  removal  of  the  debtors  beyond  the  limits  of  the 


gular  habits  of  industry,  and  a  ready  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  oflRcers  of  the  institution.  To  make  it  effective,  I  have 
unifijrmly,  since  I  have  been  in  the  Executive  office,  upon 
receiving  the  favorable  report  of  the  agent  and  keeper,  com- 
muted a  part  of  the  period  of  confinement,  not  exceeding  in 
any  case  two  days  in  each  month,  and  directed  the  prisoner 
to  be  discharged. 

As  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  the  convicts  at  the  same 
time  that  they  have  been  required  strictly  to  observe  the 
"  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  peniten- 
tiary," as  provided  by  law,  have  been  humanely  treated  — 
When  sick  they  have  been  regularly  visited  by  the  attend- 
ing physician,  and  all  of  them  who  can  read,  have  been  fur- 
nished in  their  cells  with  a  copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. — 
Divine  service  has  also  been  occasionally  performed  on  the 
Sabbath  by  clergymen  of  different  denominations  residing  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  prison. 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  no  female  convict  had  been  committed  to  the  pri- 
son since  the  date  of  its  establishment.  Since  that  time, 
three  females  have  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  the  penitentiary  ;  two  of  whom  have  bee.".  par- 


State,  and  sometimes  to  parts  unknown.  If  the  credit  sys- 
tem be  continued,  it  Is  recommended  that  the  laws  be  so 
modified,  as  to  limit  it  to  a  specified  period  of  time,  and  to 
require,  that  all  debts  not  paid  at  maturity,  be  put  in  a  course 
of  collection  by  suit  without  distinction  as  to  the  persons 
who  may  be  the  debtors. 

Jt'Inskets  and  .Accoutrements. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  1820  muskets  and  ac<;ou- 
trements  were  received  from  the  United  States,  being  the 
quota  of  public  arms  to  which  this  State  was  entitled  lor  the 
years  1839  and  1840,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia  of 
the  United  States. 

Public  Arms. 
The  proportion  of  public  arms  of  the  State,  equal  to  the 
proportion  which  the  first  division  of  militia  bears  to  the 
whole  military  strength  of  the  State,  have  by  my  order,  been 
transported  to  Knoxville  and  placed  on  deposit  at  that  point, 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  1 43d  section  of  the  act 
passed  at  Nashville,  on  the  2Sth  of  .lanuary,  18iO,  entitled 
"  an   act  to  condense,  and  bring  into  one  view  the   mMitia 


doned,  one  of  them  before  she  reached  the  prison,  and  one  '  law  of  the  State  ol  Ttruiessee."     The  proportion  belonging 


is  still  in  confinement. 

There  are  no  suita[)le  apartments  in  the  prison  buildings 
for  the  reception  and  safe-keefiing  of  female  convicts,  and  it 
is  recommended  that  such  be  provided,  and  that  the  agent 


in  like  manner  to  the  f  .urih  divi.sion  of  militia,  h  ive  been 
ordered  to  be  transported  to  Jackson  and  placed  on  depo>it 
at  that  point  in  pursuance  of  the  145th  section  of  the  same 
act. 


278 


MESSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  POLK  OF  TEiXNESSEE. 


[NOTIMBEE, 


The  whole  number  of  public  arms  as  nearly  as  I  have 
been  enabled  to  ascertain  belonging  to  the  State,  now  on  de- 
posit in  the  arsenal  at  the  penitentiary,  at  Knoxville,  and  at 
Jackson,  cons-ist!!  of  S591  musket?,  34\)  Hall's  patent  rlHes, 
50U  yaugers,  20  carbines,  «8'2  pistols,  24.i  horsemen's 
swords  or  sabres,  and  one  field  piece,  (a  six  pounder)  with 
accoutrements  for  each  description  of  arms. 

The  whole  nunibtr  of  pulilic  arms  belonging  to  the  State, 
which  have  at  dii'ijrent  times  been  distributed  to  volunteer 
companies,  and  are  now  in  their  use  and  possession,  consists 
of  1069  muskets,  521  pistols  and  262  horsemen's  swords  or 
salires,  making  the  whole  number  of  public  arms  now  on  de- 
poit  at  the  penitentiary,  at  Knoxville  and  Jackson,  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  militia,  one  field  piece,  9.66(J  muskets,  349 
H  ill's  patent  rifles,  500  yaugers,  20  carbines,  1406  pistols, 
and  .507  swords  or  sabres.  Finding  that  the  proportion  of 
arms  belonging  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  cavalry  was  small 
ns  compared  with  the  number  for  the  use  of  infantry,  and 
that  more  applications  were  made  by  uniform  companies  of 
cavalry  for  the  use  of  them,  than  could  be  supplied — one- 
half  ihe  quota  of  arms  due  to  this  State,  from  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1841,  have  been  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
in  arms  of  this  description,  and  the  other  half  in  muskets. 

Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act,  entitled  "  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
taking  of  the  enumeration  of  the  free  white  male  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  passed  January  29th,  1840,  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  lay  before  you,  all  the  returns  which 
have  been  received  by  him  containing  the  number  of  free 
white  male  inhabitants  of  the  respective  counties,  who  are 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upv\'ards,"  and  who  were  resi- 
dent citizens  of  their  counties  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1S41. 

apportionment  of  the  liepresentatives, 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  4th  section  of  the  2d  article 
of  the  Constitution,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that,  "  an  ap- 
portionment of  the  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly 
Bhall  be  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundrtd  and 
forty  one,  and  within  every  subsequent  terms  often  years." 
'J'he  duty  of  making  the  apportionment  in  conformity  with 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution  will  devolve  upon  you  at 
your  present  session. 

Vacant  Unappropriated  Lands. 

By  an  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  l«th  day  of  February,  lt)41,  the  Slate  of  Tennessee 
is  invested  with  "  full  power  and  authority  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  the  vacant,  unappropriated  and  refused  lands,  within 
the  limits  of  said  State,  lying  South  and  West  of  ihe  line, 
commonly  called  the  Congressional  Reservation  line,"  upon 
certain  "  conditions  and  limitations  "  therein  prescribed. — 
One  of  the  "  conditions  and  limitations  "  is  that  in  entering, 
purchasing,  and  disposing  of  said  lands,  or  obtaining  grants 
of  the  same,  all  and  every  person  or  persons,  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  such  person  or  persons,  and  the  rightful  assignee 
of  such  person  or  persons,  as  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  oc- 
cu[)ancy  and  pre-emption  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  shall  have  the  preference  in  the  entry  or  pur- 
chase of  their  occupant  and  pre-emption  rights  at  the  price  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre,  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred acres  each." 

The  duty  will  devolve  on  the  General  Assembly,  at  their 
present  session  to  make  suitable  provision  by  law,  for  carry- 
ing the  act  of  Congress  referred  to  into  efiect.  In  doing  this, 
it  is  recommended  that  full  and  ample  provision  be  made,  to 
secure  all  those  entitled  to  the  right  of  occupancy  and  [)re- 
emption,  the  preference  in  the  entry  or  [purchase  of  the  same. 
Under  the  existing  laws  of  the  State  much  the  larger  num- 
ber of  those  claiming  the  right  of  occupancy  and  pre-emp- 
tion, have  caused  their  claims  to  be  surveyed  and  laid  down 
on  the  general  plan  or  map,  in  the  entry-taker's  office  of  the 
county  ill  which  the  same  is  situated.  Others  who  have 
made  improvements  on  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands,  and 
who  are  equitably  entitled  to  the  right  of  occupancy  and 
prftrcmption,  have  failed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  thus  sur- 


veyed and  designated  on  the  general  plan  or  map  in  the  of- 
I  fice  of  the  entry-taker.  In  any  provision  which  may  be  made, 
this  latter  class  of  occupant  claimants  should  be  equally  pro- 
tected and  secured  in  their  rights,  with  the  former. 

It  is  recommended  that  entry-taker's  offices  be  opened  in 
the  several  counties  in  which  the  lands  described  lie,  and 
that  the  several  entry-takers  be  authorized  to  receive  entries 
with  such  moderate  fees  of  ofTice,  as  will  enable  the  occu- 
pants and  others  making  the  same,  to  secure  their  titles  at 
the  lea?t  passible  expense. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  offices  be  opened  at  an  early  day 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  may  not  wish  delay,  but 
that  the  longest  period  of  time  permitted  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress  be  allowed  to  such  of  the  occupant 
claimants,  their  legal  representatives  or  rightful  assignees,  as 
may  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  same,  to  make  their 
entries  and  perfect  their  titles. 

It  is  sub.mitted  to  the  General  Assembly,  whether  the  en- 
try-taker's offices  already  established  by  law,  he  employed, 
or  new  offices  established.  In  either  event,  provision  should 
be  made,  by  requiring  bonds  with  ample  security,  and  by 
prescribing  such  penalties  and  liabilities  as  may  be  deemed 
adequate  to  insure  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties 
by  the  several  entry-takers,  and  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
moneys  which  they  may  be  authorized  to  receive. 

Duty  of  the  Attorneys  General, 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  several  Attorneys  General  of 
the  Stale  to  prosecute  all  demands,  in  which  the  State  shall 
have  an  interest  against  sheriffs,  clerks  and  others,  who  may 
fail  to  account  for,  and  pay  over  public  moneys  collected  by 
them  according  to  law.  The  Attorneys  General  often  re- 
ceive the  amounts  recovered  in  suits  brought  by  them,  but 
are  not  required  to  enter  into  bond  with  security  for  ttie 
punctual  and  faithful  payment  of  the  same  when  received. 
The  preservation  of  their  professional  reputation  has  gene- 
rally been  a  sufficient  guaranty  for  a  faithful  discharge  of 
duty  in  this  respect  on  their  part. 

Defulcation  of  an  ^Ittorney  General. 

Since  your  last  adjournment,  a  case  of  loss  to  the  State  of 
a  considerable  sum  collected  by  one  of  the  Attorneys  Gene- 
ral who  failed  to  account  for  and  pay  over  the  same,  has  oc- 
curred. And  as  similar  cases  may  occur  hereafter,  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration  whether  the  laws  should  not  be 
so  amended,  as  to  place  the  several  Attorneys  General  on 
the  same  footing  with  all  other  officers  who  receive  or  dis- 
burse the  public  money,  by  requiring  them  to  give  bond 
with  adequate  security  for  the  punctual  and  faithful  payment 
to  the  authorities  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  of  all  pub- 
lic moneys  collected  by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  offi- 
cial duties. 

Frauds  and  Illegal  Voting. 

Complaints  are  frequently  made  of  frauds  and  illegal  vot- 
ing at  elections,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  laws  upon  this 
subject  require  revision,  the  more  effectually  to  protect  and 
preserve  the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise.  The  only  pen- 
alty now  imposed  for  fraudulent  or  illegal  voting,  is  a  fine 
of  ten  dollars,  one-half  for  the  use  of  the  county,  and  the 
other  half  for  the  use  of  the  person  who  will  sue  for  the 
same.  It  is  not  made  the  duty  of  the  civil  officers  to  enforce 
this  penalty,  and  but  few  persons  are  found  willing,  volun- 
tarily, to  do  so,  and  if  they  do,  the  fine  is  of  so  small  an 
amount  as  to  constitute  no  adequate  restraint,  especially  in 
seasons  of  high  political  excitement.  Since  the  counties  have 
been  laid  off  into  civil  districts,  and  the  places  of  voting  mul- 
tiplied under  the  revised  Constitution,  the  facilities  for  dou- 
ble voting  have  been  increased,  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  many  persons  have  voted  at  more  places  than  one 
in  the  same  election  and  escaped  with  impunity.  If  the  laws 
remain  as  they  are,  such  practices  may  continue  and  will 
probably  increase,  thereby  greatly  impaiiing  the  value  of  the 
right  of  suffi-age.  I  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether 
illegal  or  double  voting  at  elections  should  not  be  made  an 
indictable  offence,  punishable  as  other  misdemeanors,  mak- 
ing it  the  duty  of  all  inspectors  of  elections,  civil  officers  and 


1841.] 


MESSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  POLK  OF  TENNESSEE. 


277 


the  courts  of  justice,  to  prosecute  and  bring  to  punishment 
all  perFons  who  may  violate  the  Knvs  in  this  respect.  As  an 
additional  safeguard  to  the  purity  (if  the  lialiut-box,  I  sub- 
mit to  your  consideration  uiicilier  all  persons  who  ollbr  to 
vote  in  any  civil  district  other  than  that  in  which  ihcy  re- 
side, should  not  be  reijuired  to  take  an  oath  before  the  in- 
spectors or  officers  holding  such  election,  that  they  have  not 
voted,  and  will  not.  in  the  pending  election,  oO'er  to  vole  at 
any  other  civil  distiict,  or  place  of  voting;  and  that  for  the 
violation  of  such  oath,  they  shall  be  subjected  to  all  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  perjury  as  in  other  cases. 

These  or  other  suitable  provisions  which  may  suggest 
themselves,  together  with  an  amendment  of  the  laws  the 
more  effectually  to  suppress  the  evil  practice  of  betting  on 
elections,  would  go  far  to  secure  to  each  citizen  his  equal 
voice  in  choosing  his  public  agents.  A  want  of  uniformity 
of  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  laws,  continues  to 
prevail  in  different  parts  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  right 
of  the  citi/^en  to  vote  at  our  general  elections  in  counties  in 
which  he  does  not  reside,  and  has  not  resided  for  six  months 
immediately  [ireceding  the  day  of  election.  In  some  coun- 
ties any  citizen  of  the  State  is  permitted  to  vote  for  Gover- 
nor or  for  Congressmen,  if  the  voter  resides  within  the  (Jon- 
gressional  district,  or  for  the  Senate  or  House  of  Represen- 
tatives if  he  reside  within  the  Senatorial  or  Ke[iresen{;itive 
district,  whilst  in  other  counties  the  right  of  voting  is  re- 
stricted to  the  citizens  of  the  county.  At  different  places  of 
voting  in  the  same  county,  different  rules  of  construction  pre- 
vail according  to  the  different  opinions  which  may  be  en- 
tertained by  the  inspectors  of  the  election.  To  secure  the 
same  rights  to  every  citizen,  it  is  again  submitted  to  your 
consideration  whether  a  declaratory  act  should  not  be  passed 
establishing  a  unifoim  rule  of  construction  in  this  respect  to 
be  observed  in  every  part  of  the  State. 

Jiesolutions  and  Executive  Communications. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  legislative  resolutions 
and  Executive  communications  which  I  have  received  from 
the  States  of  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ken- 
tucky, Alabama,  Indiana  and  Mississippi.  They  have  been 
communicated  to  me  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly, probably  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the 
views  of  this  State  upon  the  various  public  questions  to 
which  they  relate.  They  will  be  found  to  embrace  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  the  proper 
disposition  thereof;  a  tariff  of  protection  and  the  revisal  of 
the  revenue  laws  ;  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  who  escape 
into  other  States,  and  the  delivery  upon  demand  made  by 
the  Executive  of  one  State  upon  the  Executive  of  another, 
of  felons  who  have  kidnapped  them  or  seduced  them  to  leave 
their  owners,  and  have  fled  to  other  States,  or  taken  refuge 
therein  for  the  purpose  of  trial  and  punishment  in  the  State 
where  the  offence  was  committed  ;  proposed  amendments  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  limiting  the  eligibility 
of  the  President  to  a  single  term;  and  that  the  P/esidentand 
Vice  President  be  chosen  on  the  same  day  throughout  the 
United  Slates;  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank;  the  North- 
Eastern  Boundary  Question  now  pending  between  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  other 
public  questions  to  which  your  attention  is  invited.  I  have 
received  also  from  bodies  of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia communications  u[)on  public  subjects,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  their  requests  lay  them  before  you. 

Foreign  interference  ivith  the  ^'Jliolitioii  of  Slaveri/. 

During  the  past  year  I  received  through  the  mail  two 
communications  addressed  to  me  in  my  official  character, 
purporting  to  come  "  from  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  the 
negro,  assembled  from  various  parts  of  the  World,  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  immediate,  entire  and  uni- 
versal abolition  of  slaveiy  and  the  slave  trade,  by  those 
means  which  are  of  a  moral,  religious  and  [lacilic  character, 
held  in  London  on  the  12th,  and  by  adjournment  to  the  lj3d 
of  June,  1S40."  Viewing  these  communications  as  an  im- 
pertinent and  mischievous  attempt  on  the  part  of  foreigners  I 


to  intei  fere  with  one  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  this  State, 
and  as  having  received  the  countenance  and  sanction  of  a 
member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  whose 
official  frank  one  of  the  packages  containing  them  came  to 
me,  I  declined  entering  into  a  correspondence  with  the  foreio'n 
convention,  but  addressed  to  the  member  of  Congress  allu'd- 
ed  to,  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  to 
you,  accompanied  by  the  communications  themselves. 

Temporary  appointments. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  following  temporary  appointments  have  been 
made,  viz:  Jilfred  (J.  P.  jXicIiulaon,  of  Maury  county,  to  be 
a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  the 

vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  oi  Felix  Crundy  ; IVil- 

lium  C.  I)inda/j,  of  Hardeman  county,  to  be  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  the  eleventh  Judicial  Circuit,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  I'dlouine  1>.  Har- 
ry and  Joseph  II.  Tulbnt,  of  Madison  county,  to  be  Attor- 
ney General  for  the  tenth  Solicitorial  District,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  II  illium  li.  JMilJcr, 
the  former  incumbent  without  the  limits  of  the  district,  as 
certified  to  me  by  the  presiding  .Judge  of  that  circuit.  The 
duty  will  devolve  upon  the  General  Assembly  to  make  per- 
manent appointments,  to  fill  these  several  ollices  during  your 
present  session. 

Death  of  Samuel  Poxvell,  Judge. 

Information  was  received  in  the  month  of  August  last,  of 
the  death  of  Samuel  I'owell,  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  first  Judicial  Circuit.  Upon  examination  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  but  a  single  term  of  the  Court  for  the  county  of 
Hawkins,  would  intervene  in  that  circuit  before  the  meetin'» 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  no  temporary  appointmen't 
has  been  made  to  fill  the  vacancy.  To  avoid  any  inconve- 
nience which  might  result  from  a  failure  to  hold  the  court 
in  Hawkins,  I  addressed  letters  successively  to  the  Judges  of 
the  12th  and  3d  circuits,  requesting  them  to  hold  the  c'ourt ; 
from  both  of  whom  I  received  answers  declining  to  do  so 
but  from  the  latter  at  so  late  a  period,  as  to  make  it  imprac- 
ticable to  appoint  a  temporary  Judge  in  time  to  enable  him 
to  reach  and  hold  that  court.  As  the  terms  of  the  remain- 
ing courts  in  the  first  circuit  will  come  on  during  the  present 
and  the  succeeding  month  the  necessity  of  electing  a  Jud^e 
to  fill  the  vacancy  at  as  early  a  period  of  your  session  as 
practicable  will  be  Apparent. 

Many  subjects  which  may  claim  your  attention  may  have 
been  omitted  in  this  communication.  It  is  however  a  pleas- 
ing reflection,  that  all  the  varied  interests  of  the  State  are 
committed  to  the  wisdom  and  calm  deliberation  of  the  im- 
mediate Representatives  "  fresh  from  the  people,"  who  can 
supply  the  omission  ;  and  it  is  equally  gratitymg  to  know 
that  they  possess  the  power  to  correct  any  unintentional  er- 
rors of  opinion  into  which  I  may  have  fallen. 

In  discharging  the  functions  of  the  Executive  office  I 
have  constantly  felt  the  weight  of  responsibility  which  de- 
volved upon  me,  and  in  performing  this  act  of  duty  my  aim 
has  been  to  lay  before  you  such  information,  and  to  su""est 
such  modifications  of  the  laws,  as  in  my  judgment  may  be 
useful  to  you  in  your  deliberations,  and  tend  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  our  common  constituents.  That  honest  differ- 
ences of  opinion  upon  many  subjects  may  exist  is  to  be  ex- 
pected, but  that  "  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number" 
is  the  object  which  all  desire  to  attain,  I  cannot  doubt. 

That  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  your  present  session 
may  be  eminently  useful,  and  such  as  to  deserve  and  receive 
the  approbation  of  the  people,  is  my  sincere  desire. 

JA.MES  K.  POLK. 
Executive  DrPAnrMKNT,, 
Nashville,  October  7,  1S41. 


An  Old  31ectliis  Iloiise. 

The  Hinghani  Patriot,  (Mass.)  say.s,  there  is  a  meetinff 
house  in  that  town  which  was  raised  in  July,  1681,  and  is 
therefore,  160  years  old.  Its  frame  is  of  white  oak,  and  stiU 
perfectly  sound. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  WHITESTOWX. 


[XOVEMBEH, 


Wliitestown,    Oneida  Conaty,  N.  Y. 

Br  TUEODOIIE   S.  GOLT). 

Whitestown  was  settled  by  Hugh  White,  in  1784.  He 
was  a  resolute  and  persevering  man,  well  fitted  for  the  part 
of  a  leader  in  an  enterprise  of  this  kind.  These  qalities  of 
character  were  cultivated  by  the  early  incidents  of  his  life. 
He  was  surrounded  by  Indians,  viith  fresh  recollections  of 
the  Revolution,  exasperated  by  their  defeats,  and  soured  by 
the  neglect  of  their  British  allies  in  joining  the  treaty  of 
peace.  For  many  years  Whitestown  v\'as  tlie  frontier  town 
— be3'ond  it  was  "  a  howling  wilderness,"  with  a  few  scat- 
tered houses  between  us  and  the  lakes.  The  hind  was  fer- 
tile ;  the  location  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  and  the  Sa- 
daqueda  creek,  was  an  admirable  one  ;  the  first  settlers  were 
men  of  industrious  haliits,  intelligent  and  resolute.  For  a 
long  period,  it  remained  the  best  cultivated  spot  on  the  verge 
of  the  forest — the  old  inhabitants  throughout  the  State  will 
readily  recall  the  name  and  bear  witness  to  the  renown  it 
obtained  and  held  for  many  years. 

For  a  long  time  after  this,  when  the  country  had  become 
quite  thickly  settled,  Whitesboro'  maintained  the  highest 
rank ;  here  the  courts  were  held — here  the  political  com-en- 
tions  assembled — here  the  grand  military  reviews  took  place, 
and  here,  in  fact,  the  evening  parties  and  other  gay  re-unions 
of  the  day  were  attended. 

It  lines  on  the  Mohawk  between  eight  and  nine  miles, 
and  from  the  Mohawk  to  its  western  line,  is  about  four  miles. 
It  is  irregular  in  its  shape,  the  western  line  being  much  the 
longest. 

The  battle  of  Oriskany  was  fought  in  1777,  within  its 
present  limits,  the  best  account  of  which  is  found,  according 
to  my  juilgment,  in  one  of  Hoffman's  novels.  It  was  one  of 
the  several  of  the  revolutionary  conflicts.  To  the  ordinary 
incentives  of  patriotism  and  self-prolection,  was  added,  in 
this  instance,  a  personal  enmity  between  many  of  the  com- 
batants. The  hatred  of  a  revolutionary  whig  and  tory, 
woidd  come  up,  I  fancy,  to  Dr.  Johnson's  notion  of"  a  good 
hater ;"  death  itself  could  only  assuage  such  a  feeling.  One 
of  the  old  soldiers  who  fought  in  this  battle,  now  resides  in 
this  place;  he  well  recollects  it,  and  during  the  present  sea- 
son visited  the  ground  to  point  out  the  interesting  localities 
to  a  number  of  children  who  accompanied  him  from  this  vil- 
lage.—  lie  is  one  of  the  few  of  the  surviving  patriots  whose 
circumstances  and  health  of  mind  and  body,  enables  him  to 
enjoy  the  evening  of  life,  the  remembrance  of  the  trials  of 
his  prime  and  manhood. 

I  have  stated,  that  this  town  was  bounded  by  the  Mohawk; 
©n  the  banks  of  this  river  lies  the  most  fertile  portion  of  our 
land.  Twice  a  year  (spring  and  fall,)  and  sometimes  more 
frequently,  it  overflows  its  banks,  and  for  many  miles  pre- 
sents the  appearance  of  a  broad  and  deep  river,  and  in  many 
places,  of  an  inland  lake.  It  is  to  these  regular  floods,  that 
the  fertility  of  the  land  is  owing.  The  current  brings  down 
from  above  a  vast  quantity  of  manure,  earth  and  other  ma- 
terials gathered  in  its  progress;  these,  as  its  waters  subside, 
it  deposits  on  the  "  flats,"  from  one  to  two  inches  in  depth, 
which  constantly  renews  the  exhausted  soil,  and  dispenses 
with  the  necessity  of  any  other  manure.  These  flats,  as 
they  are  called,  thus  possess  an  inexhaustible  fertility,  and 
when  once  cleared,  return  a  profitable  tribute  to  the  farmer. 
The  main  crops  of  this  town  are  corn,  oats,  grass,  and  pota- 
toes. Wheat  is  raised  but  in  small  quantities,  not  over  15 
bushels  to  the  acre  ;  this  is  generally  spring  wheat.  Corn 
is  a  very  important  crop  for  us;  we  usually  get  about  35 
bushels  to  the  acre ;  in  very  favorable  seasons,  we  have  raised 
50  bushels  to  the  acre.  Of  oats  our  land  produces  about 
30  bushels  to  theacre  ;  of  potatoes,  about  250  bushels.  Grass 
varies  very  much  according  to  the  land,  whether  upland  or 
interval  land  ;  on  the  latter  about  two  or  three  tons  to  the 
acre  are  produced  ;  on  the  former,  from  one  to  two.  This 
statement  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  several  kinds 
of  produce  raised  in  a  series  of  years  throughout  the  town. 
On  particular  farms,  and  in  very  favorable  years,  fifty  per 
cent,  more  than  the  quantities  above  mentioned,  is  raised. 
The  interval,  or  Mohawk  bottom  land,  is  valued  by  our 
farmers  generally  at  $75  per  acre,  where  it  is  cleared ;  good 


upland  is  worth  §50 ;  these  are  cash  prices,  at  which  the 
land  will  sell.  Of  all  kinds  of  produce,  except  wheat,  we 
raise  more  thin  enough  for  our  consumption  ;  of  wheat  we 
do  not  raise  more  than  one-sixth  or  one-eighth  of  what  we 
need. 

This  town  will  compare  in  its  aspect  and  general  feature 
with  any  in  the  State.  It  abounds  with  di.stant  and  delight- 
ful views  from  the  hills,  that  bound  the  Valley  of  the  Mo- 
hawk ;  you  have  in  sight  the  richly  cultivated  vale  of  the 
Sadaqueda  for  a  number  of  miles;  the  Mohawk  as  it  winds 
its  way  along  its  pleasant  and  sheltered  valley  ;  towards  the 
east,  we  see  Utica  and  the  highlands  beyond  ;  and  at  the 
south,  we  have  New-Hartford  and  Hamilton  College,  and 
the  rich  and  populous  country  between.  The  village  of 
Whitesboro'  itself,  as  you  view  it  from  different  points  on 
the  hills,  is  one  of  the  'nost  beautiful  that  you  can  find  in 
the  country.  The  main  street  is  more  than  a  mile  in  length; 
the  dwellings  are  generally  of  wood  painted  white,  with  neat 
yards  filled  with  shrubbery  and  forest  trees;  the  street  itself 
is  lined  with  elms  that  salute  your  eye  as  you  ascend  the 
hill  to  enter  the  village  from  the  east. 

There  are  three  churches  in  the  village,  two  of  them  of 
good  size  and  well  constructed,  one  of  them  of  brick  the  oth- 
er of  wood.  'J'he  brick,  or  Presbyterian  church,  is  one  of 
the  best  proportioned  buildings  that  I  have  ever  seen,  that 
puts  forth  no  pretensions  to  architectural  beauty.  This 
congregation  pays  its  pastor  a  salary  of  $900  per  annum — 
a  good  argument  in  favor  of  the  "  voluntary  system,"  and 
no  less  complimentary  to  the  clergyman  than  the  people. 

There  are  17  schools  in  this  town,  averaging  75  scholars, 
the  teachers  of  which  obtain  an  average  compensation  of 
§17  50  a  month,  exclusive  of  board.  In  this  calculation  of 
teacher's  wages,  the  academy  in  the  village  is  not  included. 
I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  stated  previously,  that  there  are 
five  villages  in  this  town,  M'hitcslioro',  New  York  Mills, 
Oriskany,  Dexter  Factory  Village,  and  \^'aterville;  the  prin- 
cipal streams  that  water  it,  are  the  Mohawk,  the  Oriskany, 
and  Sadaqueda  creek.  The  village  of  Whitesboro'  c(mtains 
about  2,00u  inhabitants;  New  York  Mills,  1,100;  Oriskany, 
1,200.     At  the  late  election,  this  town  gave  808  votes. 

We  have  in  the  village  of  Whitesboro',  a  court-house  and 
jail ;  the  former  of  brick,  has  been  recently  repaired,  and  is 
now  quite  a  respectable  looking  building;  it  stands  on  the 
village  green  to  the  left  as  you  enter  from  the  east.  'J'he 
jail  is  of  wood,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  court-house  ;  it  has 
recently  been  enlarged  and  much  improved,  although  yet, 
no  credit  to  the  second  county  in  the  State.  There  are  ge- 
nerally from  thirty-five  to  forty  persons  confined  here ;  at 
this  lime  the  celebrated  "  McLeod,"  is  one  of  its  inmates  ; 
is  a  man  of  decent  education,  j)reposse,-sing  manners,  quite 
intelligent,  and  apparently  good  tempered.  Owing  to  some 
apprehensions  of  an  attempt  to  take  him  from  the  jail  and 
inflict  summary  vengeance  upon  him,  there  is  now  by  the 
direction  of  the  governor,  a  regular  patrol  kept  up  at  night 
around  the  jail  and  in  the  village. 

This  town,  as  you  may  recollect,  does  not  derive  its  re- 
sources from  agriculture  alone.  It  is  a  large  manufacturing 
town.  We  have  several  extensive  cotton  and  woollen  es- 
tablishments, that  contribute  to  the  support  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  our  population.  The  Oneida  Factory,  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  is  built  of  stone  on  the  Sada- 
queda creek,  about  a  mile  from  its  mouth.  The  main  build- 
ing is  100  feet  by  40,  and  four  stories  high,  with  an  addi- 
tion of  70  feet  by  30,  and  two  stories  high.  It  works  up 
annually  350,000  pounds  of  cotton  into  a  million  of  yards 
of  cloth,  employing  1  70  hands,  and  paying  them  from  $1  75 
to  S9  a  week.  The  capital  of  this  company  is  $100,000  all 
paid  in. 

A  short  distance  above  stand  the  New  York  Mills,  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  best  managed  concerns  in  the  State. 
There  are  two  buildings  of  stone,  each  four  stories  high,  the 
main  one  180  by  4U,  with  a  wing  9.5  by  30  feet,  the  cost  of 
buildings  and  machinery  was  over  $275,000.  It  works  up 
420,000  pounds  of  cotton  into  yarn  number  .16,  and  sattin- 
ette  and  Kentucky  jean  warps.  From  the  yarn  is  manufac- 
tured a  cloth  of  fine  fabric  36  inches  in  width,  usually  sold 
bleached,  at  about  15  cents  per  yard  by  the  case.  The  value 
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of  ihe  goods  manufactured  liere  annually,  is  $100,000  ;350 
persons  are  employed,  whose  wages  range  from  $2  to  $9 
weekly.  If  I  desired  to  exhiliit  the  contrast  between  an  Kn- 
glish  and  .American  factory  village,  I  would  point  to  New 
York  Mills.  There  is  hut  one  tavern  in  the  village,  and  on 
this  sign  stands  in  bold  letters  "  New  York  Mills  Total  Ab- 
stinence Tavern."  There  is  not  a  drinkmg  shop  near  the 
faciory.  The  hands  are  healthy,  well  drcs.-ed,  and  intelligent, 
and  their  wages  are  above  the  average  wages  of  the  country 
in  other  employments.  The  manager,  who  is  also  one  of 
the  proprietors,  not  only  makes  the  business  very  profitable, 
but  by  his  judicious  measures  and  liberal  charities,  consults 
the  real  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  people. 

The  Oriskany  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
goods,  stands  on  the  Oriskany  creek,  a  short  distance  from 
its  mouth,  and  immediately  on  the  Erie  canal.  There  has 
been  expended  here  since  the  first  directions  $200,000.  The 
principal  building  is  12iJ  by  10  feet,  the  other  60  by  35, 
both  of  brick,  three  stories  high  besides  basement  and  attic. 
There  are  several  other  buildings  occupied  in  the  business. 
180,00. J  pounds  of  wool  are  used  annually,  and  are  worked 
up  into  broadcloths  and  cassimeres.  One  hundred  and  fif- 
teen hands  are  ernployed  of  both  sexes,  whose  wages  range 
fiom  SI   50  to  S9  per  week. 

The  Dexter  factory,  about  a  mile  farther  up  on  the  same 
stream,  is  also  for  the  manufacture  of  woollen  goods  and 
carpets.  There  are  two  main  buildings,  both  of  brick,  80 
feet  by  36  ;  105  hands  employed  who  earn  from  $'Z  to  $6 
per  week. 

In  the  village  of  Whitesboro'  there  is  a  pail  factory,  which 
does  an  extensive  business,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  town 
there  are  several  other  establishments  of  a  similar  character. 

The  last  valuation  of  real  and  personal  estate  for  the  town 
of  Whiiestovvn,  is  §78 -',980.  The  number  of  acres  of  land 
assessed,  is  15,6)(';  the  valuation  per  acre  is  upwards  of 
§40.  The  Syracuse  and  Utica  railroal  and  Erie  Canal,  tra- 
verse this  town  running  directly  through  the  village  of 
Whitesboro';  there  are  likewise  excellent  roads  in  all  direc- 
tions. 'Jlie  main  road  through  Whitesboro'  is  a  great  tho- 
roughfare; 900  conveyances  of  different  kinds,  were  count- 
ed on  an  ordinary  day  last  winter. 


Jl'hitestou'ii,  September,  1841. 


Northern  Light. 


Iiiipoi-taiit  Ofi'isiOBi 

x\n  important  decision  was  made  last  week  in  the  Superior 
Court  of  .lelTerson  County,  Virginia,  which  is  thus  noticed 
in  the  Charleston  Press :  on  Tuesday  the  long  pending  case 
of  John  Strider  vs.  Hefflebower  &  Co.  was  decided,  in  which 
the  plamtiff  claimed  several  thousand  dollars  damages  for 
the  destruction  by  fire,  of  his  Flour  mill  on  the  Shenandoah 
Kiver,  in  1837,  whilst  in  the  occupancy  of  the  defendants  as 
tenants.     The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

An  important  principle  has  been  established  by  this  deci- 
sion, namely,  that  the  occupiers  of  mills,  as  tenants,  must 
not  only  use  due  vigilance  and  care  in  the  protection  of  the 
mill  from  fire,  by  friction  of  the  machinery,  but  if  they  can- 
not prove  conclusiveli/  the  exercise  of  such  vigilance  and 
care,  they  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  proj  erty  destroyed. 


Communication  from  Koah  AVtbsttr. 

The  principal  objection  ever  made  to  my  philological 
books,  is  the  discrepancies  in  the  orthography  of  words. — 
The  objection  is  well  founded,  and  the  reasons  of  it  may  be 
easily  untlerstood. 

When  I  began  to  write  books  for  schools,  I  had  such  con- 
fidence in  British  authoiiiics,  that  I  adopted  the  orthography 
of  such  authors  as  I  had.  These  were  very  few,  for  iho 
British  troops  had  possession  of  New  York  ;  we  had  no  di- 
rect intercourse  with  England,  and  scarce  half  a  dozen  books 
which  I  wanted  could  be  obtained.  I  had  then  no  idea  of 
investigating  the  principles  of  orthography^  and  of  reducing 
classes  of  words  to  uniformity.  'i"he  result  was  that  1  intro- 
duced into  my  first  book  a  spelling  of  many  words  which  I 
afterwards  found  to  be  wrong. 

When  I  prepared  my  large  dictionary  f  )r  publication,  I 
had  formed  the  plan  of  reforming  the  common  spelling  of 
certain  words  and  classes  of  words,  in  which  errors  had  ob- 
scured the  original  and  perverted  the  sense ;  but  some  other 
classes  were  overlooked.  No  discerning  man  can  be  sur- 
prised at  this  fact,  when  he  considers  that  I  was  deeply  en- 
gaged in  the  etymology  and  definition  of  seventy  thousand 
words,  the  affinities  of  some  of  which  were  to  be  traced 
through  six,  eight,  ten  or  fifteen  languages,  and  the  signifi- 
cation or  uses  of  all  were  to  be  collected  and  expfaincd.  This 
vast  labor  demanded  all  the  resources  of  my  mind  ;  a  labor 
of  which  the  book-makers  who  are  now  using  my  work  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hunt  for 
differences  of  spelling  in  my  books,  have  not  the  least  con- 
ception. 

During  the  whole  period  of  my  studies,  I  have  been  learn- 
ing something  every  year;  and  as  new  errors  have  been  dis- 
covered, I  have  set  myself  to  correct  them.  This  process  is 
necessary  to  the  ultimate  result.  In  the  last  edition  of  the 
American  Dictionary,  I  have  completed  my  corrections;  and 
directions  have  been  given  for  correcting  my  other  books,  to 
render  them  conformable  to  the  large  work.  As  more  than 
twenty  sets  of  stereotype  plates  of  the  Elementary  Spelling 
Book  are  to  be  corrected,  it  must  be  a  work  of  lime. 

The  abridgment  of  the  octavo  was  not  executed  by  my- 
self, nor  am  I  at  present  the  owner  of  the  work  ;  but  the  pro- 
prietors are  engaged  in  rendering  it  in  all  material  points, 
conformable  to  the  American  Dictionary. 


J\'orthern  Ligltt. 


N.    WEBSTEn. 


Cotton  Bills. 

The  Southern  Patriot  says  that  an  important  change  is 
about  to  be  made  in  the  method  of  drawing  bills  upon  pro- 
perty shipped  to  foreign  consignees,  and  expresses  an  opinion 
that  the  banks  of  Charleston  will  adopt  the  method  in  their 
transaction  with  bill  drawers.  The  method  proposed  is,  that 
in  every  instance,  banks  discounting  bills  should  require  an 
assignment  of  the  bill  of  lading  for  each  shipment  of  pro- 
duce against  which  bills  are  drawn,  as  security  that  the  pro- 
ceeds will  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  bill. 


It  is  stated  in  the  Old  Colony  Memorial  that  575  bushels 
of  whortleberries  have  been  purchased  in  Mansfield  the  past 
summer  by  the  dealers  in  that  fruit.  They  paid  for  them 
$745  ;  and  allowing  their  profits  to  be  75  cents  per  bushel, 
they  sold  them  in  Boston  for  §1 176.  The  berries  were  pick- 
ed by  women  and  children,  and  all  was  done  in  Ihe  short 
space  of  one  month. 


Statue  of  WasHington. 

Captain  Easby,  has  succeeded  in  removing  the  colossal 
statue  of  Washington  to  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  with- 
out the  slightest  injury  either  to  the  statue  or  to  any  one  en- 
gaged in  the  difficult  work  of  its  removal. 

WAsnixGTo.v,  Oct.  25,  1841. 

Gentlemen — I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
statue  of  Washington,  by  Greenough,  has  been  safely  re- 
moved and  placed  in  the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol,  and  (hat  it 
has  not  received  the  slightest  damage.  It  now  awaits  the 
erection  of  the  pedestal  on  which  it  is  to  rest  when  finished. 

The  statue  weighs  about  fourteen  tons,  and  was  raised 
from  the  ground  to  the  level  of  the  floor  on  the  Rotunda — a 
height  of  twenty-six  feet — in  twenty-five  minutes,  and  placed 
on  the  way  which  had  been  prepared  for  it.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity publicly  to  tender  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Wm.  M'ater.s, 
the  experienced  boatswain  attached  to  the  Navy  Yard  at  this 
place,  for  the  aid  he  voluntarily  rendered  me  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  statue  to  its  required  height.  The  prcfiaration  of 
the  shears  and  the  necessary  tackle  were  under  his  iiume- 
diate  direction.  The  manner  in  which  he  performed  the 
task  shows  that  he  is  an  excellent  rigger,  and  fully  deserving 
of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  ofliccrs  under  whona 
he  has  served.  He  has  been  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  nineteen  years — seventeen  years  of  that  lime 
in  active  service.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Congress  hao 
made  no  adequate  provision  for  rewarding  meritorious  war- 
rant officers  for  long,  arduous,  and  faithful  services-. 

Verv  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

WM.  EASBY. 
[National  Intelligencer. 
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COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


[November, 


giale^sicnS  of  Foreign  Exporls  m  iS-iO. 


WHITHER  EXPORTED. 


TAI.UF,   OF   MEIU'IIANDISF.   EXPOnTKD   TO  EACH   COUNTUT. 


liussia 

Prussia 

Sweden  and  Norway 

Swedish  West  Indies 

Den  mark 

Danish  West  Indies 

Holland 

Dutch  East  Indies 

Duteh  West  Indicj> 

Hanso  Towns,  &c . . 

Belgium 

Eniiland 

Scotland 

Gihraltar 

Malta 

British  East  Indies 

Mauritius 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Briiish  West  Indies 

British  N.  American  Colonies. 

Honduras » 

British  Guiana » . . . 

Australia  ...   

French  Atlantic  ports 

Frencli  Mediterranean  ports.. 

French  West  Indies 

French  Guiana 

Spanish  Atlantic  ports 

Spanish  Mediterranean  ports  . 

Cuba 

Other  Spanish  West  Indies. . . 
TeneriH'e  and  otlicr  Canaries. 
Manilla  and  Phirippine  islands 

Portugal 

Madeira 

Cape  dc  Verd  islands 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

Iia'y 

Sicily 

Trieste    and    other    Austrian 

Adriatic  ports 

Turkey,  Levant  and  Egypt. . . 

Ilayti 

Texas 

Mexico 

Central  Republic  of  America. 

New  Grenada 

Venezuela 

Brazil 

Argentine  Repulilic 

Cisplaline  Republic 

Chili 

China 

Asia,  generally 

Africa,  generally 

South  Seas  and  Pacific  Ocean 

West  Indies,  generally 

South  America,  generally  . . . . 
North-west  coast  of  America. 


Total. 


Entitled  to  drawback . . . . 
Not  entitled  to  drawback. 


Free  of 

dutv. 


j;  111, .554 

42,375 

31,581 

613 

14,933 

88,831 

423,530 

184,216 

32,742 

646,697 

322,339 

3,948,055 

530 

173,569 

29,381 

347,209 


19,005 

98,747 

19,242 

18 

5,516 

2,537,766 

178,905 

12,401 

100 

3,296 

1,370 

524,653 

27,313 

9,672 

30,000 

5,724 

22,392 

463 

2,720 

163,525 

20,921 

135,814 

151,446 

53,371 

65,854 

573,417 

35,312 

41,302 

134,902 

20.3,105 

61,234 

44,987 

120,192 

500,030 

128,960 

7,432 

23,547 

2.2S9 

15,776 


12,384,503 


Paying  du- 
ties ad  val 


$32,715 

4,000 
410 

61,442 

37,001 

1,004 

.5,843 

80,8<10 

8,812 

908,7)2 

19,270 

51,121 

75 
153 

10,892 
11,100 
36,308 


98,840 
2,470 
6,550 


350,966 

185 

1,175 


2,346 

210 

4,954 


7,865 

1,012 

23,921 

141,182 

862,117 

38,380 

29,242 

76,929 

100,298 

15,129 

14,848 

144,003 

0,109 

613 

20,921 

26,294 

12,515 


12,384,503 


3,271,728 


2,875,255 
396,473 


Paying  spe- 
cific duties, 


$790,386 

740 

76,553 

2,587 

2,936 

30,2!  5 

5((,515 

16,433 

4,331 

10'^.,059 

155,275 

239,465 

8,504 

32,420 

10,005 

4,507 

197 

28,043 

94,188 

2,82 1 

520 

506 

61,419 

42,827 

11,705 

2,543 

1,665 

103,425 

1,710 

732 

927 

460 

2,687 

114,868 

13,002 

52,585 

4,415 

4,557 

74,163 

109,869 

13,593 

6,785 

17,774 

5 1 ,308 

12,769 

7,793 

92,380 

34,041 

8,519 

8,695 

15,359 

225 

540 


2,534,081 


Total. 


2,299,487 
234,594 


$934,625 

43,115 

115,134 

3,610 

17,808 

180,518 

511,046 

202,552 

42,916 

830,490 

480,420 

5,090,882 

28,304 

257,110 

45,386 

351,791 

153 

197 

58,000 

204,035 

58,371 

538 

0,022 

2,098,025 

234,202 

30,056 

100 

5,839 

3,035 

979,044 

29,208 

1 1 ,579 

30,927 

5,72  1 

22,858 

2,809 

5,023 

283,347 

33,923 

196,264 

156,873 

81,849 

281,199 

1,-545,403 

87,285 

77,329 

229,605 

360,711 

89,132 

67,628 

350,575 

540,780 

138,092 

43,048 

65,200 

2,514 

28,291 

540 


18.190,312 


5,174,742 
13,015,570 


In  American   In  foreign 
vessels,  vessels. 


§934,519 

7,031 

3,610 

17,863 

180,328 

396,644 

194,175 

40,602 

162,495 

353,296 

2,735,004 

11,234 

25.3,660 

45,386 

351,791 


21,017 
07,492 
43,159 

3,939 

2,156,031 

83,432 

25,098 

100 

4,649 

3,035 

972,555 

28,431 

11,579 

39,927 

5,724 

22,8.58 

2,582 

5,623 

267,760 


174,271 

156,873 

67,337 

277,128 

1,403,833 

87,285 

15,897 

222,387 

300,711 

89,132 

67,628 

3.')6,575 

540,780 

138,092 

33,374 

65,200 

2,50 1 

28.291 

540 


13,591,359 


3,906,261 
9,685,098 


$106 

43,115 

108,103 


290 

114,402 

8,377 

2,314 

668,001 

133,130 

2,361,878 

17,070 

3,450 


153 

197 

35,983 

130,543 

15,212 

538 

2,083 

541,994 

140,770 

5,558 

1,190 

6,489 

777 


15,587 
33,923 

21,993 

14,522 

4,071 

81,570 

61,4.32 
7,218 


9,674 
13 

4,598,953 


1,268,481 
3,330,472 


To  the  domi- 
nions of each 
power. 


$934,025 
43,115 

I     118,744 
^  198,386 


)-6,106,789 


J 

^ 

)>2,952,983 
J 

>1,059,632 


^ 


37,014 

283,347 
33,923 

196,264 

156,873 

81,849 

281,199 

1,.545,403 

87,285 

77,329 

229,005 

300,711 

89,132 

67,028 

350,-575 

540,780 

138,092 

43,048 

65,200 

2,514 

28,291 

540 


18,190,312 
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[November, 


ToMnag-e  Entered  Use  UnUed  States. 


STATES  AND 
TERRITORIES. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire. . . . 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Isliind 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District  of  Columbia 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Cieorgia 

Al;iliama • 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Michigan 

Florida 

Missouri 


AMKHICAN. 


No.       Tons. 


318 

34 

211 

,201 

108 

109 

,843 

3 

353 


30iJ 
44 
136 
171 
17^ 
87 
146 


67 
90 


7 
192 


Total 7,211 


Creivs. 


FOHEIG.V. 


Men.     Boys 


53,.519    2,181       132 
9,752       336        13 

52,084    1,357 
264,506  12,029 

18,862    1,064 

22,832     1,290 
659,482  30,237  1,994 


498 


29 


No. 


516 

19 

1 

75,479 

3,248 

246 

58,237 

2,592 

.... 

7,769 

356 

6 

28,852 

1 ,223 

4 

23,390 

1,181 

5 

36,695 

1,596 

73 

23,204 

931 

2 

41,208 

1,643 

182.292 

7,342 

.... 

8,168 

382 

.... 

593 

30 

9,506 

954 

1,576,546170,011 


1,132 
43 

703 

O 

/^ 

6 
1,708 

91 

101 
19 
34 
29 
80 
88 
61 


Tons. 


Crews. 


Men.  Boys, 


74,628 
3,005 

56,944 
535 

584 
347,508 

12,223 

23,903 

2,513 

5,927 

2,803 

23,950 

41,721 

25,564 


252  73,185 
43   3,192 


152 

27 


2,993  4,571 


12,310 

1,868 

712,363 


4,291 
144 

3,723 

25 
32 

22,214 

667 

1,135 
139 
339 
234 
951 
1,506 
1,044 

3,579 
148 


615 
194 


40,980 


316 

I 

138 

92 


157 


Total  American  and  Foreign. 


746 


No. 


1,450 

77 

211 

1,904 

110 

115 

4,551 

3 

444 

410 
63 
170 
200 
257 
175 
207 

924 
133 


159 
219 


Tons. 


128,147 

12,757 

52,084 

321,450 

19,397 

23,416 

1,006,990 

516 

87,702 

82,140 
10,282 
34,779 
26,193 
60,645 
64,925 
96,772 

255,477 
11,360 


12,903 
11,374 


11,782  2,289,309 


Creivs. 


Men.  Boys 


160 
13 


814 


6,472 

500 

1,367 

15,7.52 

1,089  

1,.322   30 

52,451  2,132 

19    1 

3,915  338 


3,727 

495, 

1,562, 

1,415: 

2,547, 
2,437 
2,687 

10,921 
530 


645 
1,148, 


10 

4 

5 

230 

2 


110,9913.739 


To^iEnagc  Cleared  fa'OJn  t!ic  United  Siatcs. 


STATES  AND 
TERRITORIES. 


shir 


Maine  .... 
New  Ham^ 

Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District  of  Columbia 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Ohio 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Michigan 

Florida 

Missouri 


Total , 


AMEUICAN. 


No. 


479 

11 

211 

940 

101 

126 

2,411 

4 

376 


352 

82' 
223' 
284^ 
322 
141 
251 

890 
99 


68 
212 


7,583 


rOREIGJf. 


Tons. 


82,534 
1,925 


Creivs. 


Men. 

3,374 

86 
52,084*    1,357 

197,995;  9,744 
17,436j  1,0.54 
24,122    1,530 

518,202  26,383 


725 

72,288 

67,718 
12,815 
48,640 
38,130 
82,090 
44,076 
94,551 


34 
3,175 

3,202 
603 
2,089 
1,868 
3,352 
1,730 
3,531 


No. 


277,021  10,658 
8,708       410 


4,786       235 
11,163    1,030 


Boys 


222   1,134 

1  j       42 

300  I     764 

86 
1,995   1,678 


Tons. 


Crei 


'Total  American  and  Foreign, 


Me 


234 


16 
11 

2 

132 

4 


1,647,009  75,445 


83 

109 
20 
37 
31 
84 
90 
57 

265 
44 


119 
21 


75,055  4,306 

2,939  142 

....        

58,765  3,908 

479,    24 
343,114  22,200 

11,340;   603 


3,003  4,583 


.... 

25,546 

1,217 

'.'.'.'. 

2,689 

145 

8 

6,218 

353 

•  .  •  • 

3,029 

247 

.... 

25,465 

1,000 

146 

43,965 

1,564 

>  ■  .  ■ 

23,552 

1,001 



73,350 

3,572 

.... 

3,265 

151 



6,370 

317 



1,345 

136 

.... 



Boys. 


35 


1 

138 

79 


No. 


706,486  40,886  I  412 


1,613 

53 

211 

1,704 

101 

131 

4,089 

4 

459 

461 
102 
260 
315 
4(16 
231 
308 

1,155 
143 


187 
233 


12,166 


Tons. 


157,589 

4,864 

52,084 

246,760 

17,436 

24,601 

861,316 

725 

83,628 

93,264 
15,504 

54,858 
41,159 

107,555 
88,041 

118,103 

350,371 
11,973 


11,156 
12,508 


Men.     Boys 


7,680 

228 

1,357 

13,652 

1,054 

1,554 

48,583 

34 

3,778 

4,419 
748 
2  442 
2^115 
4,352 
3,294 
4,532 

14,230 
561 


.552   

1,166, 


257 
1 

305 

87 
2,133 

313 


24 
11 

2 

278 

4 


2,353,495,116,331  3,415 


Theasort  Depahtment,  Register's  Office,  Matj  29,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Begister. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  GOTEnNOH  PENNINGTON  OF  NEW  JEHSEY. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  and 

General  Asseinbly  : 

Veto  Potver — Branches  of  Government — Constitution — 

Chancellor, 

By  the  Constitution  of  this  State  the  power  of  legislation 
resides  exclusively  in  the  Legislature.     To  representatives 
elected  annually,  and  corning  directly  from  the  people,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  their  wants,  it  was  wisely  thought  might 
most  safely  he  deposited  the  great  interests  of  society.   While 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uriited  States,  and  of  several  of 
the  States,  a  restraining  power  over  legislation  is  coiiferred 
upon   the  Executive,  ours  happily  gives  hun   no  negative  j 
upon  the  acts  of  the  Legislature.     The  exercise  of  an  au-  I 
thority  hy  which  the  will  of  the  people  and  their  representa- 1 
tives  may  he  <lelerited,  must  be  at  all  limes  unwelcome,  and 
considering  the  character  of  our  institutions,  it  is  matter  of 
some  surpiioe  that  such  a  prerogative  should  ever  have  been  ' 
engrafted  upon  them.     That  a  Constitution  like  that  of  this  ' 
State,  framed  amid  the  convulsions  of  a  revolution,  and  in-  ! 
tended  only  to  serve  in  an  emergency,  should  have  proved  '■ 
so  salutary,  and  secured  for  so   long  a  period   the  essential  j 
rights  of  the  citizen  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  our  special  i 
regard.     It  contains  but  twenty-three  short  sections,  one  of  j 
which  bears  evidence  of  its  having  been  designed  only  as  a 
temporary  measure,  by  providing  that  in  case  a  reconcilia-  ! 
tion  take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  the  I 
instrument  shall  be  null  and  void.     While  it  is  perhaps  less  , 
adapted  to  our  present  circumstances  and  the  advance  of 
society,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  a  convention  at  \ 
this  time  would  be  likely  to  fr.ime  one  more  satisfactory  or  j 
beneficial  to  the  people.     The  simplicity  of  the  instrument 
is  commendable.     The  Executive,  Legislative  and  Judicial 
departments,  are  sufficiently  defined,  and  are  generally,  it 
may  be  said,  satisfactorily   arranged.     Its  worst  feature  is 
that  which  unites  the  offices  of  Governor  and  Chancellor  in  i 
the  same  person.     The  Chancellor  by  reason  of  the  nature 
of  his  functions,  and  the  increase  of  the  business  of  his  court, 
should  be  a  distinct  and  permanent  officer,  wholly  withdrawn 
from  political  influences.     'J'his  change,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  would  be  generally  approved,  might  well  be  made  by 
a  public  act,  after  its  provisions  should  be  ratified  by  a  vote 
of  the  people.  I  feel  no  personal  desire  that  even  this  change 
should  be  made,  and   merely  suggested  it  on  a  former  occa- 
sion from  a  sense  of  its  obvious  propriety.     Although  the 
subject  met  with  favor  from  the  Legislature  last  year,  it  was 
then  deemed  most  expedient  not  to  act  upon  it,  from  a  sug- 
gestion that  there  was  a  growing  disposition,  in  some  parts 
of  the  State,  for  a  Convention  to  frame  a  new  Constitution. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  interpose  any  objection  to  such  a  course, 
if  the  people  desire  it ;  but  yet  for  myself  I  believe  it  safer  to 
submit  to  the  inconveniences  of  our  present  charter,  rather 
than  to  incur  the  hazards  of  a  radical  change.     In  some  of 
the  States  where  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  it  is  no  com- 
mon thing  to  hear  the  earnest  wish  that  the  old  order  of 
things  were  restored.  It  is  confidently  believed,  that  no  com- 
munity suffers  less  inconvenience  from  their  State  institu- 
tions than  the  people  of  New  Jersey.     They  enjoy  the  pro- 
tection of  wholesome  laws,  made  by  representatives  of  their 
own  choice,  and  administered  in  their  respective  counties  by 
officers  appointed  by  their  authority;  and  that,  too,  at  a  small 
expense.     The  taxes  are  moderate,  and  the  whole  amount 
paid  annually,  in  the  form  of  salaries  to  the  officers  of  the 
State  Government,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  state- 
ment last  year,  is  only  S13,7"2U.     A  change  of  Constitution 
might  better  our  condition,  but  it  would  be  an  experiment, 
and  the  result  at  least  doubtful. 

Questions  bet-ween  the  State  and  Camden  and  ,/Jmhoy  Jiail- 
roadanil  Transportation  Compami— State  and  the  A'eie 
Jersey  Railroad  and  Tramsportation  Company. 

There  are  questions  of  some  importance  depending  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and 


Transportation  Company,  and  a'so  between  the  State  and 
the  New  Jersey  Riiilroad  and  'J'rnnspnrlation  Company, 
which  will  require  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  They 
arise  upon  the  extent  of  the  claims  of  the" State  for  transit 
duties,  and  per  cent^ge  on  the  transportation  of  passengers, 
reserved  in  their  respective  charters.  I  do  not  call  it  a  con- 
troversy, because  it  results  from  a  ditTereiice  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  officers  of  these  companies  and  the  officers  of  tha 
State,  as  to  the  true  construction  of  those  acts,  and  from  no 
disposition,  as  I  am  assured  to  avoid  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
panies a  faithful  discharge  of  their  liabilities  to  the  State.  It 
is  proper  that  the  subject  should  be  adjusted,  and  the  right 
ascertained.  The  State  can  have  no  disposition  to  encroach 
upon  the  companies,  but  her  just  claims  against  them  must 
be  insisted  on,  and  it  will  be  your  duty,  representing  her  in- 
terests at  this  lime,  to  see  them  maintained  and  recovered. 
The  questions  affect  the  revenue  of  the  State,  and  should 
therefore  not  be  passed  by. 

By  the  act  of  March,  18.32,  provision  was  made  for  se- 
curing to  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  and  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Transportation  Comfianies,  (which 
companies  had  by  an  act  of  the  j)receding  year  been  united 
into  one,)  the  exclusive  right,  during  the  continuance  of 
their  charter,  of  transporting  passonscrs  and  merchandife  by 
railroad  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
The  act  declares  that  no  other  railroad  should  be  built  be- 
tween those  cities,  to  compete  with  the  companies  named, 
without  their  consent,  reserving  only  lo  the  State  the  right 
to  grant  a  charter  for  a  road  between  New  Brunswick  and 
the  Hudson,  which  reservation  was  doubtless  made  from  the 
fact  that  an  application  fur  such  a  charter  was  then  pending, 
and  which  became  a  law  in  a  few  days  thereafter.  By  this 
act  great  power  was  conferred,  no  less  than  the  entire  and 
exclusive  right  of  way,  by  railroad,  across  that  part  of  the 
State  over  which  not  only  the  travelling  between  the  two 
great  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  but  from  all 
parts  of  our  extended  and  rapidly  growing  country,  must 
pass.  The  company,  as  a  compensation  for  this  important 
grant,  agreed  to  transfer  to  the  State  one  thousand  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  companies,  and  furlhi'r  stipulated 
that  the  dividends  on  that  stock,  and  the  transit  duties  on 
the  road,  should  amount  to  $3(J,0(,0  annually.  The  divi- 
dends and  transit  duty  do  not,  of  late  years,  amount  to  that 
sum,  but  there  is  a  deficit  of  several  thousand  dollars,  and 
yet  under  the  guarantee  the  companies  are  bound  to  pay  the 
full  amount  of  $  0,000.  This  stock  was  transferred  and  is 
still  the  property  of  the  State,  and  the  g."iO,OUO  are  annually 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury. 

Had  no  subsequent  acts  been  passed,  the  present  difficulty 
would  not  have  occurred,  but  the  Legislature,  by  the  act  of 
March,  1837,  authorized  these  companies  to  erect  a  railroad 
from  Trenton  to  intersect  the  New  Jersey  Railroad  and 
Transportation  Company,  and  reserve  to  the  State  the  same 
transit  duties  as  were  reserved  on  the  road  from  Camden  to 
Amboy.  This  transit  duty  the  companies  claim  the  right  to 
carry  to  their  account,  to  make  up  the  g30,i  00  for  which 
they  have  given  a  guarantee  to  the  State.  The  effect  of  this 
is  to  deprive  the  State  of  all  transit  duty  under  the  act  of 
1837,  until  it  shall  amount  to  more  than  the  deficiency  un- 
der the  first  act  required  to  make  up  the  S30,(JUO.  The  loss 
to  the  State  by  this  construction  will  be  several  thousand 
dollars  annually. 

,1  think  this,  from  any  view  I  can  take  of  it,  a  perfectly 
plain  question,  and  that  the  transit  duty  under  the  act  of 
1837,  must  be  paid,  independent  of  any  pruvisinns  in  the 
act  of  1832.  They  have  no  connexion  with  each  other,  and 
must  stand  on  independent  grounds.  'J'his  woidd  be  the 
construction  if  there  was  nothing  in  the  last  act  upon  the 
subject,  but  the  filth  section  of  that  act  decides  the  question 
by  declaring,  that  nothing  in  that  act  shall  impair  ti.e  right 
of  the  Stale  to  the  shares  it  then  held  in  the  companies,  or 
the  interest  or  dividends  accruing  thereon,  and  to  the  transit 
duties  fir  the  transportation  of  goods  and  passengers,  but 
that  the  Stale  shall  be  and  remain  entitled  to  theirsaid  rights, 
privileges,  and  emoluments,  as  fully  as  if  this  act  had  not 
been  passed.  This  is  the  first  question  depending  bctwes 
the  State  and  these  companies. 
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The  remaining  question  with  the  Camden  and  Amboy 
Company  is  of  much  less  conseqwence,  yet  it  is  rif^ht  and 
proper  that  it  should  be  adjusted  and  put  to  rest.  The  com- 
panies insist  that  by  the  23d  section  of  the  original  "  act  to 
incorporate  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  Trans- 
portition  Company,"  passed  4th  of  February,  183 J,  the  od 
eection  of  the  act  of  February  4lh,  183!,  and  the  3d  section 
of  the  act  of  15th  of  March,  1S37,  they  are  bound  to  pay  a 
transit  duty  only  upon  such  goods  and  passengers  as  are 
brought  from,  and  destined  to,  places  beyond  the  hounds  of 
this  Slate.  I  do  not  perceive  by  a  lecurrence  to  those  acts, 
that  there  is  anyfliim;  to  limit  the  transit  duty  to  the  decision 
of  the  question,  where  the  goods  or  pjssengers  come  from 
or  are  gomg;  to.  provided  they  pass  over  the  road  from  vSoulh 
Amboy  to  Bordentown  or  Camden,  or  from  New  Brunswick 
to  Trenton. 

The  que  lions  with  the  New  .lersey  Kailroad  nnd  Trans- 
portation Conifmny,  are  of  a  somewhat  different  and  more 
doubtful  character.  The  first  refers  the  time  when,  by  the 
charter,  they  are  bound  to  pay  a  tax  of  one-quarter  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  their  capital  slock.  The  language  of  the  18lh 
section  is  "  that  from  and  after  the  completion  of  the  said 
railroad,  and  after  the  exfJiration  of  five  years,  the  said 
corporation  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  yearly 
nnd  every  year,  a  tax  of  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
their  capital  stork  paid  in,"  and  after  ten  years  the  tax  shall 
be  increased  to  one-half  of  one  per  cent.  Is  this  tax  of  one- 
quarter  of  one  per  cent  payable  at  the  completion  of  the 
road,  or  in  five  years  thereafter  1  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
I  e^iislalure  intended  to  name  five  years  for  comiileling  the 
road,  and  that  the  comf.any  shoidd  pay  the  tax  at  the  end 
of  that  time.  That  no  tax  should  be  demanded  while  the 
road  was  m  progress  of  builelin.^  was  reasonable,  and  it  was 
also  proper  that  time  for  its  completion  should  be  allowed, 
but  it  is  not  so  obvious  that  the  ISlate  should  wait  five  years 
after  such  completion  ;  nor  do  I  think  such  is  the  iuteiilion 
of  the  law.  I^hc  remaining  question  arises  under  the  same 
section  w  hich  provides  "  that  in  addition  to  the  tax,  if  at  any 
lime  thereafter  any  railroad  should  intersect  or  be  attached 
to  this  railroad  so  as  to  make  a  continued  line  of  railroads 
carrying  passengers  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  between 
the  States  of  New  York  and  I'ennsylvania,  then  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Company  is  required  to  make  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  passeoL'ers  and  tlie  number  of  tons  of  goods  transport- 
ed over  the  -ivhole  line  of  the  road,  and  to  pny  to  the  'J'rea- 
surer  of  the  State  at  the  rate  of  eight  cents  a  passenger,  and 
twelve  cents  for  every  ton  of  goods  so  transported  thereon 
in  manner  afiresaid."  The  question  is  made  upon  the 
words,  "  the  whole  line  of  ihe  road."  The  co.ripany  have  a 
depot  at  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  but  their  road  extends 
olmnst  two  miles  further  towards  the  city  of  Trenton,  and  it 
is  contended  that  for  goods  carried  from  Jersey  City  to  New 
Brunswick  they  are  not  bound  to  pay  any  transit  duly,  be- 
cause that  is  not  the  wliole  line  of  the  road.  The  charter 
of  the  company  authorizes  them  to  construct  a  road  from 
Jersey  City  to  the  city  of  New  Brunswick,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  tl  e  chartered  limits  of  the  city  of  New  Brunswick 
extend  as  tar  soiUb  as  the  termination  of  the  road,  but  in  the 
case  ot  goods  unloaded  at  New  Brunswick  they  claim  an 
exemption  from  the  demands  of  the  State.  The  words  of 
the  charter  justify  this  construction,  and  I  cannot  but  think 
that  such  is  the  true  spirit  and  intention  of  this  section.  In 
construing  statutes  we  must  look  into  their  spirit  and  object. 
This  tax  was  not  to  be  imposed  until  a  road  should  be  built 
intersecting  the  New  Jersey  Railroad,  and  then  only  on  goods 
passing  over  the  whole  line.  I  incline  therefore  to  believe 
that  the  company  is  right  in  this  particular,  and  that  it  is  not 
bound  to  pay  for  goods  and  passengers  imless  they  go  over 
the  whole  line,  'i'his  exemption,  it  will  be  observ.-d,  is  only 
claimed  to  passengers  and  merchandise  that  stop  at  New 
■JUunswick,  and  can  afTcct  only  a  minor  portion  ot  their  bn- 
.siness  :  for  all  the  charges  on  passengers  and  goods  that  do 
fO  pass  over  the  whole  line,  which  embraces  the  large 
-»mount  of  their  business,  the  company  have  paid  with  prompt- 
y)ess. 

I  commend  this  Bubj.vt  to  your  attention,  from  no  desire 
to  exact  for  the  State  anything  more  than  is  her  due.    If  my 


views  of  the  question  be  right,  the  State  is  losing  a  consi- 
derable income  which  belongs  to  her,  and  which  if  we  did 
not  enforce,  we  should  be  unfaithful  to  the  high  trust  which 
is  confided  tp  us. 

This  is  not  a  new  subject,  for  it  has  received  more  or  less 
consi(lerati(m  from  tiie  Legislature  during  the  last  and  the 
preceJing  year,  but  as  different  views  were  taken  of  the  right 
of  the  Mate,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  distinctly  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject.  The  laie  Attorney  General 
has  expressed  an  opinion  very  much  in  aecordanie  with 
those  here  given.  I  have  been  furnished  with  the  views  of 
the  respective  companies  on  these  questions,  and  as  it  will 
enable  you  to  see  the  grounds  on  which  they  act,  and  may 
ait!  you  in  coming  to  a  just  decision,  I  subjoin  the  reports 
which  they  have  made  to  me  for  your  consideration.  Hav- 
ing discharged  my  duty  in  presenting  this  subject,  it  will  re- 
main for  you  to  lake  such  action  upon  it,  as  shall  in  your 
discretion  seem  most  wise  and  proper. 

Morns  Canal  and  Banking  Company. 

The  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company,  I  regret  to 
learn  from  the  Treasurer,  have  not  paid  the  tax  due  from 
that  institution  to  the  State.  They  insist  that  as  they  have 
not  employed  their  capital  in  the  business  of  banking,  but 
have  expended  it  in  the  canal,  they  should  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  the  tax.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  the  Treasurer 
has  no  discretion,  and  he  has  therefore  taken  legal  steps  for 
its  recovery,  properly  leaving  the  parties  to  make  their  ap- 
plication for  any  relief  to  the  Legislature,  where  alone  it  can 
t>e  allbrded,  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  due. 

Banking  System. 

The  banking  .system  has  become  incorporated  with  our 
institutions,  and  is  deemed  indispensable  to  any  community 
where  business  is  conducted  upon  credit.  When  confined 
to  its  legitimate  objects,  and  in  the  hands  of  honest  and  pru- 
dent men,  it  subserves  the  best  interests  of  society.  But  the 
usefulness  ot  banks  depends  mainly  on  the  integrity,  circum- 
spection and  intelligence  of  the  persons  to  whom  this  man- 
agement is  entrusted.  The  object  of  affording  security  by 
restriclions  upon  a  charter,  has  proved  fallacious,  and  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  we  must  look  to  other  grounds  for 
protection.  Wiiile  it  is  true  that  adversity  may  befall  an  in- 
stitution in  the  best  hands,  the  personal  responsibilities  re- 
ferred to,  constitute  after  all  the  surest  source  of  security. — 
The  past  few  years  have  proved  disastrous  to  all  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  country  ;  the  rich  have  been  made  poor, 
and  the  most  prudent  have  been  overtaken  in  their  caution. 
These  embarrassiuents  have  naturally  and  unavoidably  af- 
fected the  banks  of  the  country.  I  feel  a  just  pride,  however, 
in  saying  that,  considering  the  times  through  which  we  have 
passed,  the  banks  in  no  State  of  the  Union  have  sustained 
themselves  heller  than  those  in  l^ew  Jersey.  As  a  general 
rule,  there  is  no  doubt  the  officers  and  directors  do  all  in 
their  power  to  maintain  the  credit  of  their  respective  institu- 
tions. Located  as  v\'e  are  between  the  two  largest  cities  of 
the  Union,  we  cannot  fail  to  be  more  or  less  afifected  by  their 
course  in  many  operations,  and  when  that  is  opposite,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of  the  Slate  are 
placed  in  different  positions.  This  is  peculiarly  the  posture 
of  aflairs  at  present ;  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  pay 
s()ecie,  while  those  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  do  not,  and 
the  banks  in  this  State  plainly  show  the  influence  of  their 
locality.  It  is  obvious,  iherelorc,  that  one  rule  applied  to  all 
ihe  banks  in  the  State,  would  operate  somewhat  unequally, 
though  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  desirable  that  one  rule, 
and  one  only,  should  prevail.  In  reflecting  upon  the  relative 
position  of  our  banks  I  have  felt  it  to  be  very  difficult  to  de- 
cide on  the  true  course  to  be  pursued.  On  the  one  hand  a 
prompt  r(  turn  to  the  payment  of  specie  is  of  the  first  conse- 
quence to  the  credit  of  the  State  and  her  institutions,  as  well 
as  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and  on  the  other  hand  I 
cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  a  too  precipitous  action 
may.  as  we  have  seen  by  the  experience  of  other  States,  re- 
tard rather  than  advance  the  time  for  resumption.  No  other 
idea  can  be  entertained  by  any  other  mind  than  that  of  re- 
luming to  specie  payments.     It  is  the  basis  on  which  th« 
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whole  system  rests,  anJ  there  can  be  no  security  to  the  pub- 
lic in  any  other  cour^e.  'i"he  only  question  is,  wlicthcr  the 
position  of  the  banks  is  such  9s  to  justify  further  inJulgence, 
and  upon  that  subject  I  repose  with  great  confidence  in  your 
discretion  and  prudence.  15y  the  returns  which  the  baiiiis 
are  to  make,  you  will  be  alile  to  judge  of  their  present  con- 
dition and  course  ot  business,  and  from  its  acquaintance  with 
the  various  districts  of  the  State,  the  Legislature  can  justly 
estimate  whatever  necessity  exists  for  further  indulgence  to 
those  which  continue  in  a  state  of  suspension.  The  end  to 
be  obtained  by  a  resumption  is  so  desiral)le  that  it  should  be 
insisted  on  at  the  earliest  day  consistent  with  the  ability  and 
security  of  our  institutions.  Until  such  resumption  shall 
take  place,  there  is  an  obvious  propriety  in  limiting  the  cir- 
culation of  the  non-specie  paying  banks  to  a  reasonable 
amount  according  to  their  capital.  'J'he  laws  as  they  now 
stand,  require  from  all  the  banks  payment  of  their  debts  in 
specie,  and  tho'acquiescence  of  the  public  in  a  deviation  from 
this  rule  furnishes  an  assurance  that  hitherto  its  necessity 
has  been  appreciated. 

Condition  of  the  Treasurt/. 

Tlie  Treasurer,  under  tlie  act  of  1838,  will  lay  before  you 
as  soon  as  his  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  a  committee,  a 
particular  statement  sho-.ving  the  condition  of  the  'I'reasury, 
and  of  the  School  Fund.  I  do  not  suppose  this  statement 
will  vary  much  from  the  one  made  last  year,  or  that  you  will 
find  in  these  accounts  anything  beyond  the  ordinary  dis- 
bursements jjrovided  for  by  law.  The  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
State,  are  happily  simple  and  limited,  and  will  require  very 
little  attention  at  your  hands.  While  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  dispense  with  the  ordinary  Slate  tax,  small  as  it  is,  yet  I 
am  satisfied  it  cannot  be  iirudently  done  at  present.  If  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
shall  be  made  to  the  dilferent  States,  as  contemplated  by  the 
wise  and  just  provisions  of  the  Land  Bill  passed  at  the  late 
session  of  Congress,  I  anticipate  a  sufTicient  receipt  into  the 
Treasury  after  that  time  to  dispense  with  further  taxation, 
and  if  that  course  should  then  be  approved,  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect several  objects  of  a  humane  and  philanthropic  character, 
which  I  know  are  much  desired  by  our  constituents.  W  hen 
the  money  shall  be  received,  it  will  then  be  time  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject. 

State  Prison, 

I  enclose  a  report  from  the  Keeper  of  the  State  Prison. — 
It  will  be  found  very  satisfactory,  and  exhibits  on  the  part  of 
the  keeper  a  commendable  enterprise  in  that  arduous  and 
responsible  station.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  confine- 
ment is  151,  being  one  less  than  last  year  at  this  time.  He 
reports  the  prison  to  be  out  of  debt,  with  a  surplus  on  hand 
of  $1,272  G ).  He  has  adopted  the  true  system  of  making 
all  his  purchases  for  cash,  and  his  sales  also,  except  to  known 
and  responsible  contractors.  I  refer  you  to  this  report  with 
pleasure,  and  with  the  expression  of  my  conviction  that  the 
faithful  and  assiduous  kbors  of  the  keeper  have  given  him 
an  honorable  claim  to  your  confidence  and  favor,  'i'he  num- 
ber of  pardons  du'ing  the  past  year  is  stated  to  be  1.3.  It  is 
proper  to  remark,  that  cases  not  unfrequently  occur  of  con- 
victs who  come  to  the  prison  with  broken  constitutions,  from 
previous  habits  of  life,  and  the  severity  of  continual  solitary 
confinement  is  sometimes  such  as  to  require  a  pardon  to  save 
their  lives.  The  keeper  further  reports  that  during  the  eight 
months  he  has  had  the  charge  of  the  prison,  its  operations 
have  produced  a  nctt  profit,  beyond  its  expenses,  of  more 
than  five  hundred  dollirs  a  month.  This  is  the  most  favora- 
ble result  that  has  yet  been  attained,  and  convinces  me  that 
its  affairs  have  been  administered  with  praiseworthy  energy 
and  economj'.  It  should  always  be  br)rne  in  mind  that  in 
none  of  the  accounts  which  are  exhibited  of  the  prison,  are 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  included,  or  the  repairs  and  altera- 
tions in  the  prison  itself. 

School  Fund. 

The  Trustees  of  the  School  Fund  will  present  ihr ir  report 
during  the  Session,  when  such  suggestions  will  be  made  on 
that  subject  as  may  be  deemed  necessary.     I  trust  that  this 


most  important  interest  will  receive  your  fostering  care,  as  it 
is  certainly  a  subject  of  primary  importance  to  the  State  and 
society  at  large. 

Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

I  herewith  transmit  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  favor  of  restricting  the  eligibility  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  t-'tates  to  a  single  term,  and  in  favor  of  a 
law  of  Congress  directing  the  election  of  electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  to  be  held  on  the  same  day  in  all 
the  Stales,  and  also  in  favor  of  distributing  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  several  States.  'J'hese  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  in  March  last,  but  this  is  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  have  had  of  presenting  them,  and  I  do  so  now,  al- 
though in  the  meantime  Congress  has  acted  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  last  named  resolution  in  conformity  to  the  wishes 
therein  expressed. 

Quarter  Master  General's  Iieport. 

The  Quarter  Master  General's  Report  also  accompanies 
this  communication.  'I'he  public  arms  will  be  found  in  good 
order  and  ready  for  use,  though  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
day  may  be  far  distant  when  any  necessity  for  such  use  shall 
arise.  The  recent  disposition  of  the  McLeod  case  has  hap- 
pily removed  one  of  the  irritating  causes  of  dispute  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  and  we  look  with  earnest 
hope  to  the  pacific  disposition  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments, for  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
long  standing  controversy  concerning  the  North-Eastern 
Boundary.  The  feelings  and  the  interests  of  both  countries 
are  alike  opposed  to  a  disturbance  of  the  amicable  relations 
which  now  happily  exist  between  them,  and  a  resort  to  arms 
for  the  adjustment  of  conflicting  claims,  which  were  better 
settled  by  negotiation,  is,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  strongly  de- 
precated b}'  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  both. 

Sttit  to  try  the  title  of  the  Proprietors  of  East  j\'ew  Jer- 
sey. 

There  is  a  suit  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  to  try  the  title  of  the  Proprietors  of  East  New 
Jersey,  to  the  lands  covered  by  water,  fn  this  State.  The 
Proprietors  claim  to  have  the  right  of  soil  in  all  the  naviga- 
ble rivers,  and  in  the  bays  and  arms  of  the  sea  ;  and,  as  you 
will  perceive,  it  is  a  case  which  reaches  our  oyster  grounds, 
our  fisheries,  and  our  power  to  build  wharves  and  make 
docks.  This  cause  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  State,  and  the  claim  should  be  resisted  in  every  legal 
and  constitutional  manner.  I  enclose  a  full  report  of  this 
subject,  made  to  me  by  one  of  the  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  which  will  explain  the  situation  and  character  of  the 
case.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  make  a  suitable  appro- 
priation for  the  argument  of  the  case,  the  present  winter. 

Pilotage. 

The  Re[iort  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Pilotage, 
is  herewith  submitted.  This  report  confirms  the  opinion  I 
have  heretofore  expressed  to  you,  that  the  business  of  the 
board  is  conducted  with  an  energy  and  usefulness  in  the 
highest  degree  commendable. 

As  no  subject  of  a  political  character  seems  likely  to  dis- 
turb the  harmony  of  your  session,  I  cherish  the  hojie  that 
you  will  be  able  to  discharge  the  responsible  trust  confided 
to  you  vvithout  any  unnecessary  delay,  and  bring  your  labors 
to  a  s[)eedy  close.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  return  to  the 
former  usages  of  holding  but  one  session  is  desirable  and  in 
accordance  with  the  wish  of  your  constituents.  It  is  my  pre- 
sent desire.  Gentlemen,  that  your  drliherations  may  result 
in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  fjcojile,  and  that  the 
same  kind  Providence  whose  protecting  care  has  ever  been 
over  us  since  we  became  a  free  Commonwealth,  and  in 
whom  is  all  our  hope,  will  still  continue  to  bless  and  prosper 
our  efforts  for  the  security  and  advancement  of  our  common 
country. 

VV.M.  PENNINGTON. 

TiiENTON,  October  26,  1S41. 
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PuIjUc  Sc5iools  in  Coiinccticut. 

The  system  of  public  eJucation  in  New  England   has 
been  generally  viewed  as  very  perfect.     We  observe,  how-  | 
ever,  from  the  following  report,  that  it  also  has  its  imperfec-  ; 
tions  ;  the  remarks  appended  to  the  table  point  out  some  of 
them,  and  may  furnish  useful  hints  to  other  states  engaged  in 
the  noble  work  of  education. 

Extracts  from  the  Jnimal  Re/jort  of  the  Board  of  School 
Visitei-s  of  the  Fint  ^School  Society,  Hartford. 
The  following  table  cxliii)its  the  general  condition  of  our 
common  schools  in  several  important  particulars.  The 
widely  differing  circumstances  of  city  and  country,  has  led 
to  a  classification  of  the  facts  in  this  report. 

Country  Dis.  City  Dis. 

1.  Number  of  children  over  \  and  under 

16,in  August,   1841 -05 


30 
7 


S25 


6. 


year 


Number  of  African  children, 

2.  Number  of  school  districts 

3.  Number   of  public  schooU   or   depart- 

ments under  one  or  more  teachers. . . 

4.  Number  of  scholars  of  all  ages  registered 

in  winter 
«<  "  "  in  summer 

Average  attendance  in  winter 

"  "  "  in  summer 

Teachers,  male,  whole  number  employed 

in  winter 
"  "  "  in  summer 

5.  "  "  "  through  the  year 
"  "  highest  rate  of  wages  of, 
per  year,  Ihey  boarding  themselves,. . 

"  lowest "  "  " 

«  "  average  rate  of,  per  month 

boarding  themselves 

Teachers,  female,  whole  number  employed 

in  winter 
«  "  "  in  summer 

"  •'    through  the  year 

"  highest  rate  of  wages  per 

boarding  themselves. . . .     §200 

"  lowest         "  " 

"  average  rate  of,  per  month 
boarding  themselves 

7.  Length  of  school  in  months,  in  winter. 

"  "  "  in  summer 

Aggregate  amount  of  Teachers'  wages. . 
Amount  of  money  received  from  School 

Fund 

Amount  of  money   received  from  Town 

Deposit  Fund, 1^2 

Amount  of  Grand  List,  about 

Average  rate  of  taxation  on  Grand  List, 

for  repairs  of  school  houses,  &c.,. . . . 

Nominal  amount  r;iised 

Amount  abated,  stayed  or  not  collectable, 

about 

8.  Tax  per  scholar  or  Quatter  Bills  per 

year 

Nominal  amount  raised  by  quarter  bills, 
about 

9.  .\mount  abated,  about 

10.  Number  of  parents  or  guardians  who 
pay 

Number  of      "      whose  quarter  bills  are 
abated 

10.  Amount  of  Grand  Li.-t  of  those  who 

pay  about 

11.  Kate  of  tax  on     "     to  meet  the  quar- 

ter bills  of  those  who  don't  pay 

12.  Number  of  private  schools 

13.  Number  of  scholars  attending,  do. . . . 

14.  Rate  of  tuition  per  year 

jl5.  Whole  amount  for  tuition  in  private 

Bchools ^ 


2226 
116 
3 

12 


290 

980 

279 

869 

204 

837 

198 

C07 

3 

h 

0 

5 

0 

3 

^3C0 

isoo 

SI5J 

$400 

$54 


4 

14 

7 

13 

2 

12 

§200 

$250 

$73 

$150 

$7 

§19 

^h 

5^ 

^ 

5:1 

$900 

$5150 

615 


2882 

474 
$207,000 


!;§  per  cent. 

$3235 

320 


3112 

1700 

341 

433 

§32,000 

5  per  cent. 

21 

611 

§8  to  16 

10,000 


(1.)  This  number  is  large,  but  as  the  return  is  made  un- 
der oath,  it  is  to  he  supposed,  it  includes  no  person  who  is 
residing  in  any  district  to  attend  private  school,  or  for  other 
temporary  purpose. 

(2.)  The  boundary  lines  of  school  districts  are  not  clear- 
ly defined  in  some  cases,  and  in  others,  divide  property  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  increase  unnecessarily  the  ditiicullics 
of  laying  a  property  tax  on  the  principle  now  laid  down  in 
the  school  law.  This  can  all  be  remedied  by  instructing  the 
Society's  Committee  to  re-atljust  all  the  lines,  and  enter  a 
description  thereof  in  the  records  of  the  society. 

(.>.)  This  includes  the  Afiican  School,  which  numbers 
about  60  children,  and  is  in  a  very  good  condition.  The 
colored  population  of  Hartford  contriliute  more  to  support 
the  school  in  addition  to  their  proportion  of  the  money,  which 
is  $223,  than  any  district  out  of  the  city. 

(4.)  It  does  not  include  the  children  of  the  Orphan  Asy- 
lum, or  those  in  charge  of  the  Female  Beneficent  Society. 
If  it  is  deemed  advisnble  to  educate  these  children  in  their 
several  institutions,  they  should  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
public  money,  which  is  drawn  by  the  South  District  on  their 
enumeration.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  it  would  be  as 
well  to  send  such  as  are  old  enough,  to  the  district  school, 
that  they  may  grow  up  and  be  educated  like  other  children. 
(5.)  The  change  of  teachers  from  male  to  female,  and  the 
employment  of  dill'erent  teachers  every  summer  and  winter, 
result  in  a  loss  to  the  country  districts  of  at  least  two  months 
each,  out  of  the  nominal  school  year.  To  enable  these  dis- 
tricts to  continue  a  well  qualified  teacher  the  year  round, 
the  society  should  appropriate  the  requisite  sum  in  addition 
to  the  avails  of  public  funds. 

(6.)  Two  of  the  country  districts  have  continued  their 
female  teacher  through  the  year  with  manifest  advantage. 

(7.)  In  two  districts  the  school  is  continued  no  longer 
than  the  public  money  will  pay  for,  because  the  expense  will 
fall  on  about  one  half  of  the  families,  as  the  capitation  tax  of 
the  others  will  be  abated.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  form- 
er support  a  private  school,  as  soon  as  the  public  school 
closes. 

(8.)  The  quarter  bills  are  50  cents  for  the  primary  de- 
partments, $1,  for  the  secondary,  and  $2,  for  the  higher,  in 
each  of  the  city  districts. 

(9.)  To  meet  these  abatements,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
the  quarter  bills  as  large  again  as  would  otherwise  be  ne- 
cessary. These  abatements  should  be  paid  out  of  the  com- 
mon treasury,  as  a  common  burden.  As  it  is  now,  it  falls 
on  some  who  are  just  able  to  pay  their  own  school  tax. 

(lU.)  .\mong  those  who  pay  are  included  at  least  one 
hundred,  who  only  send  apprentices  or  young  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  family,  while  their  own  children  are  sent  to 
private  schools.  Of  the  §32,000  of  grand  list,  one  half  of  it 
at  least  belongs  to  such  parents  or  guardians.  Nine-tenths 
of  all  the  property  of  the  city  is  owned  by  persons  who  pat- 
ronize private  schools. 

(11.)  This  tax  is  nearly  equal  to  the  State,  town  and  city 
tax,  on  the  same  property. 

(12.)  The  visiters  are  not  prepared  to  say,  that  the  pri- 
vate schools  as  a  class  are  better  than  public  schools,  and  yet 
the  plea,  with  most  parents  is,  that  they  are  better,  or  at 
least,  less  objectionable  than  the  latter.  Only  five  of  these 
schools  are  kept  in  appropriate  buildings,  the  remainder  are 
in  small  chambers  of  private  houses,  or  in  stores,  up  one  or 
two  pair  of  stairs,  without  any  adequate  means  of  ventila- 
tion, light,  or  uniform  temperature  and  with  wretched  seats 
and  desks.  There  are  no  playgrounds  except  the  sidewalk 
or  appropriate  out  of  door  arrangements  attached  to  one  half 
of  them. 

(13.)  The  age  of  most  of  the  pupils,  and  their  studies  in- 
dicate the  deficiencies  of  part  of  our  common  schools.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  children  are  young.  Their  parents 
object  to  their  going  to  the  public  schools,  situated  in  many 
cases,  at  a  great  distance  from  their  rooms  and  thronged  with 
children.  To  do  away  with  these  objections,  and  indeed  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  public  schools,  broad 
enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole  community,  Primary 
schools  must  be  planted  in  every  section  of  the  city  where 
there  are  fifty  or  sixty  children,  and  in  these  schools  must 
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be  placed  teachers  eminently  qualified  to  interest,  instruct 
and  govern  young  children.  Another  class  of  children  are 
over  12  years  of  age,  and  are  pursuing  the  more  advanced 
and  praclic:il  studies  of  an  English  education,  or  the  prepara- 
tory istudics  of  a  cla-sic  course.  There  is  now  no  appropri- 
ate school  system.  To  meet  this  demand  and  give  com- 
jdcteness  to  the  system,  a  high  school  for  boys,  and  another 
for  girls,  or  one  hish  school  with  two  departments,  one  for 
boys  and  another  for  girls  over  12  years,  (or  what  would  be 
belter  for  them  who  had  advanced  to  a  certain  stage,  to  be 
ascertained  by  examination)  is  needed. 

(!4.)  The  rates  of  tuition  ratige  from  $8  to  16  in  the 
schools  for  small  children,  and  from  $16  to  2o  in  the  higher 
institutions.     The  average  is  $14  to  16. 

(1.5.1  One  half  of  this  sum  judiciously  expended,  on  q 
system  of  public  schools,  in  connection  with  what  is  now 
paid  for  the  latter  would  provide  as  good,  if  not  better  in- 
struction for  all  classes  than  can  be  obtained  in  any  private 
school  of  this  city,  which  are  now  practically  closed  except 
to  the  wealthy. 

[Wc  omit  the  facts  and  suggestions  under  the  heads,  Stu- 
dies, Books,  Apparatus,  Libraries,  School  Houses,  Parental 
and  Public  Interest,  Supervision,  and  pass  to  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  by  the  visiters  ] 

Such  are  the  more  important  facts,  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  public  schools  of  this  Society,  and  particularly  of 
the  districts  embracing  the  population  of  the  city  of  Hartford. 
From  them  it  appears. 

1.  That  there  is  a  great  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of 
parents,  and  the  community  generall}'  in  the  condition  and 
improvement  of  these  schools,  which  is  manifested  in  the 
thin  attendance  of  school  meetings,  in  the  small  amount  of 
money  voluntarily  contributed,  or  raised  by  tax,  for  their 
support,  in  the  large  number  of  children  sent  to  private 
schools,  or  to  no  school,  public  or  private,  and  in  the  small 
amount  of  parental  visitation  made  to  the  schools,  while  in 
session. 

2.  That  less  than  one  half  of  all  the  children  of  a  proper 
school  age  are  to  be  found  either  in  summer  or  in  winter, 
connected  with  the  common  schools,  and  that  at  any  one 
time,  but  iiitle  more  than  one  third  are  at  these  schools. 

3.  That  the  wages  paid  to  common  school  teachers,  and 
the  social  position  accorded  to  them  are  not  such  as  to  se- 
cure the  constant  services  of  the  best  qualified  and  most  ex- 
perienced teachers  in  these  schools. 

4.  That  the  school  houses,  with  their  external  and  inter- 
nal arrangements,  including  school  apparatus  and  libraries, 
are  not  such  as  the  manners,  health,  morals,  and  intellectual 
proBciency  of  the  scholars  demnnd. 

5.  That  the  principle  on  which  the  school  money  is  divided, 
viz  :  that  of  the  number  of  children  in  each  district  without 
reference  to  the  number  who  go  to  school  operates  unequal- 
1}',  inasmuch  as  it  gi^es  to  city  districts  nearly  four  dollars 
on  every  scholar  actually  attending  school  and  to  the  coun- 
try districts,  only  about  two  dollars,  on  the  same  class  of 
persons:  and  unwisely,  as  it  holds  out  no  inducements  to 
districts  or  parents  to  see  that  their  children  are  regularly 
and  punctually  at  school. 

6.  That  the  system  of  quarter  bills,  or  capitation  tax,  to 
the  extent  and  in  the  manner  now  pursued  is  unwise,  and 
unjust  in  its  operation,  inasmuch  as  it  operates  as  a  pecuni- 
ary motive  to  induce  parents  to  withdraw  their  children  from 
the  public  schools,  (or  by  so  doing  they  escape  their  propor- 
tion of  the  abatements  for  poor  chddren,  and  imposes  upon 
those  who  do  send  and  are  less  able  to  pay  it  than  the  rest 
of  the  community,  a  tax  in  addition  to  the  quarter  bills  of 
their  own  children  equal  to  all  the  other  taxes  of  the  city, 
town  and  State.  It  destroys  the  very  character  of  the  schools 
and  nukes  them  no  longer  public  and  common. 

7.  That  the  number  and  patronage  of  private  schools, 
while  they  indicate  the  deficiencies  of  the  [)ublic  schools, 
withdraw  the  interest  and  children  of  the  wealthy,  profession- 
al and  educated  families  generally  of  the  city,  from  the  pub- 
lic scho  >ls,  and  help  to  classify  the  children,  and  education 
of  the  whole  community. 

8.  That  while  the  money  expended  on  common  schools, 
from  all  sources,  is  insufficient  to  maintain  such  schools 


as  the  wants  of  the  age,  and  of  our  country  require  for  all 
the  children  of  the  society,  the  same  amount  united  with 
what  is  now  expended  on  private  schools  would  be  more 
than  sutlicient. 

9.  That  in  all  the  important  features  of  a  well  organized 
and  successful  school  system,  this  society  and  city  are  be- 
hind many  other  cities  and  large  towns  of  the  same  wealth, 
population  and  local  importance  in  reference  to  their  several 
States,  as  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
document  on  "  public  schools  in  cities  and  large  towns." 

In  addition  to  the  suggestions  already  made, the  following 
remedies  are  proposed  : 

1.  That  the  school  society  as  such,  raise  by  direct  tax  the 
money  which  may  be  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  avails  of 
public  fund.s,  to  maintain  a  sufllcient  number  of  common 
schools  of  difli^rent  grades,  under  teachers  of  the  first  quali- 
fications, for  all  the  children  of  the  society,  and  the  school 
visiters  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  superintendent  or  agent, 
who  in  connection  with  the  district  committees,  and  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  society  or 
the  board  of  visiters,  shall  devote  his  whole  time,  if  necessary 
to  promote  the  usefulness  of  these  schools. 

2.  That  in  case  the  school  society,  as  such  shall  decide 
against  the  expediency  of  the  above  course,  the  three  districts 
embracing  the  city  of  Hartford,  be  merged  into  one,  for  the 
maintenance  of  tiuee  g^-ades  of  schools,  viz  : 

Primary  schools  for  young  children,  say  between  the  ages 
of  4  and  8 ; 

Three  secondary  or  intermediate  schools  for  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  8  and  12  ;  and 

A  high  school  for  boys,  and  another  for  girls,  over  12 
years  of  age,  or  one  school  with  two  departments  for  the 
same  object ; 

And  that  these  schools  be  managed  by  a  board  to  be  elect- 
ed by  the  legal  voters  of  the  district,  and  supported  in  all  or 
in  part  by  the  avails  of  public  funds,  and  direct  tax  on  the 
broad,  republican  platform,  that  the  instruction  given  in  them 
shall  be  good  enough  for  the  richest  and  cheap  enough  far 
the  poorest,  family  in  the  city.  For  a  full  explanation  of 
the  views  of  the  board,  the  visiters  refer  to  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  board  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  city  schools,  which  ihey  have  adopted,  and  com- 
mend to  the  careful  consideration  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

3.  'J'hat  the  avails  of  the  town  deposit  fund,  and  of  the 
school  fund,  be  for  the  present  year  distributed  to  the  several 
districts  on  the  ratio  of  daily  attendance,  in  each  for  six 
months,  beginning  with  the  1st  of  November  next. 

4.  That  a  tax  of  one  cent,  on  all  the  leal  and  personal 
property  of  the  society,  according  to  the  grand  list  last  com- 
pleted, be  laid,  and  the  avails  thereof  be  distributed  to  the 
several  districts,  according  to  such  principle  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed, after  deducting  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  to 
meet  all  abatements  on  the  quarter  bills  of  the  poor,  and  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  society. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HfiNnr  Barxard,  2J  Chairman. 
I.  N.  Sprague,  Secretary. 

[The  report  of  the  sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
H.  Bushnel,  Rev.  J.  S.  EatonI,  and  L.  Kennedy,  Jr.  on  the 
re-organization  of  the  city  districts,  together  with  the  above 
report,  will  come  up  for  consideration  at  the  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  the  society,  at  the  City  Hall,  this  evening.] 

[Hartford  Courant. 


Ctuick  "Work* 


On  Monday,  at  the  brick  yard  of  George  Horn,  corner  of 
6th  and  Master  streets,  Anthony  Hoover  made  44  rows  of 
bricks,  each  row  containing  53  l)ricks,  in  the  space  of  two 
hours  and  seventeen  minutes,  and  Samuel  Rush  made  the 
same  number,  in  two  hours  and  twenty-four  minutes.  The 
trial  was  had  for  a  wager  of  $ji',  and  was  won  by  Hoover, 
by  seven  minutes'  time  in  advance  of  his  competitor.  We 
question  very  much  if  such  an  amount  of  work  in  that  time 
was  ever  done  before. — American  Sentinel. 
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MEETING  AT  BALTIMORE.— RAILROAD  ORDERS. 


[NoVEMBEP, 


Pulilic  Mecjtng  at  Baltimore, 

Railroad  Orders, 

Pursuant  to  notice  a  public  meeting  was  held  yesterday 
evening  at  Monument  Square,  lo  receive  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting  in  relation  to  the 
city  stock  orders  of  the  Bahimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  report  which  was  adopt- 
ed— 

The  committee  appointed  at  a  public  meeting  held  at 
Union  Hall  on  tlic  IWth  ult.  to  confer  with  the  Mayor  of  the 
city,  the  President  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany and  the  banks  relative  to  the  present  state  of  the  small 
note  currency,  submit  to  their  fellow-citizens  the  following 

REPORT. 

Your  committee  first  waited  on  the  Mayor,  who  assured 
them  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  consistent  wi'h  his 
station,  lo  aid  his  fellow-citizens  in  bringing  the  railroad  is- 
sues to  their  nominal  value. 

Your  committee  having  ascertained  that  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  many  intelligent  citizens  and  of  several  bank  officers, 
that  the  railroad  issues  were  too  large,  deemed  it  proper,  in 
the  next  place,  to  confer  with  the  President  of  the  Company 
relative  to  this  fact.  They  accordingly  waited  on  him  and 
desired  hira  to  state  whether  a  reduction  of  the  issue  to  §1,- 
000,000 — a  sum  which  in  the  Mayor's  opinion  might  be 
kept  at  par — could  be  etfectod  by  the  Company.  To  this  he 
replied  that  the  Board  of  Directors  would  meet  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  he  would  recommend  them  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  their  own  body  to  confer  with  your  Commit- 
tee on  the  subject. 

That  Committee  was  accordingly  appointed  October  6, 
and  on  the  9ih  the  two  Committees  met  in  conference,  when  ' 
the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the   Com[!any  agreed  to  the 
proposal  of  a  reduction  of  their  issue  to  $1 ,000,090,  on  con- 
dition that  funds  could  be  raised  to  effect  that  object.  \ 

With  that  view  a  circular  addressed  to  each  of  the  city  ' 
banks  was  issued  from  the  two  Committees,  requesting  ihem  \ 
to  appoint    delegates  to  confer  in  conjunction  with  them  ! 
about  the  j>roper  means  of  carrying  the  above  proposition 
into  effect.     The  proposed  meeting  took  place  on  the  I3th, ' 
and  on  that  occasion,  or  on  subsequent  ones,  all  the  banks  , 
were  represented  except  the  Mechanics'   Bank,  a  letter  from  j 
the  President  of  which,  John  B.  Morris,  announced   that ! 
that  institution  was  "  both  unable  and  mnvillins-  to  share  in 
any  enterprise  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Company."     By 
this  it  is  apparent,  that  that  bank,  although  it  assisted,  by  ; 
not  fulfdling  its  own  solemn  promises,  to  bring  about  that 
state  of  distress  which  the  city  now  experiences,  refuses  to  j 
co-o[;erate  with  similar  institutions  in  the  endeavor  to  remove 
it ;  and  yet,  in  defiance  of  law,  it  still  remains  in  a  state  of 
suspension,  when,  to  preserve  consistency,  it  ought,  if  unable 
to  resume  specie  payment,  either  to  have  entered  into  a  state 
of  liquidation,  or  have  declared  itself  insolvent. 

At  the  meeting  above  mentioned  it  was  resolved,  after  a 
full  discussion,  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city, 
the  Presidents  of  the  respective  banks,  the  President  of  the 
Railroad  Company,  and  the  chairman  of  your  conmiittee. — 
They  met  in  conference  on  the  loth  when  after  various  pro- 
positions submitted  lo  the  banks,  by  the  Mayor  and  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Company,  the  meeting  adjourned,  leaving  the 
propositions  with  the  banks  for  their  decision. 

None  of  these  propositions  were,  it  appears,  accepted,  but 
to  the  following,  which  is  the  last  proposed,  no  definite  con- 
clusion has  been  come  to.  It  is  this: — "That  the  banks 
shall  adopt  the  whole  issue  of  the  Railroad  Company, 
amounting  to  al)Out  $i,r)00,000  as  currency,  each  bank  tak- 
ing a  sum  proportionate  to  its  capital,  with  power  to  con- 
vert it  into  such  denomination  of  notes  as  the  banks  may  de- 
sire;— that  the  whole  shall  he  secured  by  pledge  of  City  6 
per  cent,  stock  at  par,  for  which  the  banks  are  to  receive  in- 
terest at  6  per  cent,  to  be  paid  quarterly  from  the  lime  they 
commence  receiving  them,  each  bank  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  loss  hereafter  on  the  amount  of  its  circulation.  The  \ 
Railroad  Company  shall  receive  the  old  notes  which  are  un- 


fit for  service  by  re-issuing  new  ones  at  its  own  expense. — 
The  city  is  to  have  the  privilege  of  paying  off  the  notes,  and 
redeeming  the  stock  hyf.othecaled" 

Your  Committee  add  with  pleasure,  that  this  proposition 
is  sanctioned  both  by  the  Mayor,  and  by  the  President  of 
the  Company  ;  and  it  is  also  satisfactory  to  them  to  be  able 
to  mention,  that  it  emanated  from  the  Bank  of  Baltimore, 
which  institution  has  been  favorable  to  the  vievis  of  your 
Committee  throughout  the  whole  proceedings. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  right  to  state  that  the  saving  to 

the  City  on  railroad  orders,  is  6  per  cent,  on  $!,500,0u0  ; 

but  as  these  orders  are  returned   to  her  in  payment  of  taxes, 

she  pays  them  back  to  her  officers  and  servants;   by  which 

process  they  lose  as  much  of  their  honest  earnings  as  they 

pay  in  discount.     The  city  herself  also  has  to  sell  the  same 

paper  to  the  brokers  for  bank  paper  to  pay  her  debts  to  the 

banks,  and  interest  on  loans.     It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 

whatever  may  be  the  loss,  it  must  be  made  up  in  taxes :  so 

'  that  if  the  railroad  issues  continue  at  a  depreciation,  the  loss 

i  to  the  city  must  occasion  a  loss  to  the  tax-payers  far  greater 

j  than  the  saving  of  interest  on  her  bonds;  which  loss  must 

'  be  supplied  by  future  taxes.     All  of  which  is  respectfully 

I  submitted.  Joux  W.  Ri.ngucjsf,  Chairman. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  read  and  adopted  : 
I  1.  That  the  suspension  of  payment  by  the  banks,  was 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  issue  of  railroad  orders;  and  that 
as  in  consequence  of  their  present  depreciation,  great  suffer- 
ing is  entailed  on  a  large  portion  of  the  community,  the  pub- 
lic has  a  right  to  expect  from  the  banks,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Railroad  Company  and  the  city  authorities,  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  will  bring  the  said  orders  to  their  par 
value. 

2.  That  specie  being  no  longer  issued  by  the  banks,  it 
has  ceased  to  become  the  standard  of  value,  all  promissory 
notes  issued  by  individuals  being  considered  legally  dis- 
charged when  paid  in  bank  paper  ;  but  as  there  are  now  two 
paper  issues,  namely,  one  by  the  banks,  and  another  by  the 
Railroad  Company,  the  public  has  a  right  lo  adopt  in  lieu  of 
specie,  that  which  it  may  deem  the  [)rererable  one. 

o.  That  as  the  notes  issued  by  the  banks  are  not  redeema- 
ble in  specie,  they  are  of  less  intrinsic  value  than  the  orders 
of  the  Kaiboad  Cotnpany,  and  that  therefore,  so  long  as  this 
state  of  things  remains,  the  latter  arc  decidedly  the  better  of 
the  two. 

4.  That  unless  the  banks  resume  specie  payments  forth- 
with, or  adopt  means  for  bringing  the  railroad  notes  to  par, 
we  will  tender  railroad  orders  in  payment  of  our  promis- 
sory notes,  left  in  the  banks  for  collection,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  the  banks  refusing  lo  receive  the  said  orders,  we 
will  leave  them  to  recover  their  claims  by  due  course  of  law. 

Besolved,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  give,  through 
the  nevi'spapers  of  the  city,  all  the  information  and  the  cor- 
resjjondence  in  his  possession  between  him  and  the  banks 
of  the  city  in  relation  to  this  most  interesting  subject,  which 
in  his  opinion,  is  not  incompatible  with  public  good. 

The  meeting  was  subsequently  addressed  by  Mr.  I.  Chand- 
ler and  others,  when  a  resc^lulion  of  thanks  to  the  Bank  of 
Baltimore  for  its  co-operatioti  with  the  C'ommittee  and  the 
Mayor,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  also  a  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the  committee,  'i'lie  meeting  then  adjourned  until 
Wednesday  afternoon  next  at  3  o'clock. 

A  verdict  was  on  Monday  last  obtained  by  the  U., States 
against  the  Bank  United  States  for  SJ5 1,243  54,  arising 
out  of  the  bills  of  exchange  protested  in  France. 
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CoiMiiierclal  Ari-jinscinriit  witU  Great  Eritain— 

Its  Efl\'Cls. 

Report  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  printed  by 
order  of  the  United  Statec  Senate. 

The  Coniniitlee  to  whom  was  referreJ  the  operati.m  of 
the  present  commercial  arrangement  with  Great  Britain, 
have,  attended  to  that  subject,  and  respectfully  state  their 
views  in  regard  to  it. 

They  think  that  it  will  be  founJ  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  country  ;  that  its  tendency  is  to  foster  British  naviga- 
tion at  the  expense  of  our  own ;  and  that,  in  cd'ccl,  it  has 
done  this  to  a  deplorable  extent. 

The  arrangement  allows  the  imposition,  without  limita- 
tion, of  duties  on  our  produce  imported  into  the  British  colo- 
nii's  from  the  United  States,  and  liiat  they  may  vary  in  dif- 
ferent colonies  ;  that,  when  imported  into  any  colony,  such 
poods  may  be  naturalized,  or  considered  as  productions  of 
that  colony,  and  transported  to  any  oiher  free  of  duty  ;  that 
goods  may  be  transported  from  one  coluny  or  province  to 
another,  only  by  the  British  vessels;  that  American  vessels 
may  bring  t,)  the  colonies  or  provinces  nothing  but  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  States. 

To  avail  herself  of  the  advantages  which  such  an  arrange- 
ment olTered,  England  immediately  imposed  heavy,  and,  in 
some  instances,  proiiibitory  duties  on  our  proilucts,  wiien 
imported  into  the  West  Indies  from  the  United  States,  and 
admitted  the  same  articles  free  of  duly  when  imported  cir- 
cuitously  through  the  provinces. 

Such  are  the  benefits  to  British  navigation  from  the  ar- 
rangement, that,  as  your  committee  are  informed,  Americans 
have  become  owners  of  British  vessels  to  a  very  considerable 
extent,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 

Before  adducing  the  statistical  facts  vkdiich  your  commit- 
tee thiuk  abundantly  support  their  assertion,  they  will  state 
some  of  the  modes  in  which  the  arrangement  is  now  made 
subservient  to  the  interests  of  British  ship  owners. 

Articles  of  our  produce,  to  a  very  large  amount  are  daily 
ordered  to  be  shipped  to  the  British  provinces;  they  are  sent 
in  British  vessels,  nominally  lantlcd  and  naturalized,  and 
sent  directly  to  the  V/e»t  Indian  colonies;  the  vicinity  of  a 
number  of  ports  in  the  provinces  where  this  can  be  elll'cied, 
(within  two  days'  sail  from  Boston,)  renders  this  almost 
equivalent  to  a  direct  voyage  from  our  ports  to  the  West  In- 
dies, and  it  is  one  in  which  American  vessels  cannot  parti- 
cipate. A3  may  readily  be  supposed  every  facility  is  given 
in  such  ports  of  naturalization. 

There  is  another  mode,  in  which  the  arrangement  favors 
British  shipping,  deserving  of  particular  attention.     Briti.?h 
vessels  jjroceed  to  our  southern  ports;  if  freights  to  Europe 
be  obtained,  they  take  a  cargo  of  yellow  pine  lumber,  return  | 
to  the  prnvinccs,  naturalize  the  cargo,  and  carry  it  to  Eng-  ' 
land.     The  duty  on  tliis  article  thus  carried,  is  so  much  less 
than  on  its  direct  importation  from  the  United  States,  as  en-  ' 
tirely  to  preclude  its  being  carried  in  .American  vessels.  This 
is  done  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  your  committee  sug-  j 
gest,  that,  if  such  a  discrimination  of  dut}',  on  an  article  no- 
toriously not  produced  in  the  British  provinces,  be  consis-  j 
tent  with  the  existing  arrangement,  they  can  see  no  reason 
why  a  similar  duty  may  not  be  applied  to  our  own  staples,  | 
so  as  to  throw  the  whole  carrying  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  into  the  hands  of  our  commercial 
cornpetitois.  | 
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Again  with  regard  to  flour,  this  article  is  admitted  into 
the  provhiccs,  from  the  United  States,  free  of  duly.  The 
amount  thus  imported  by  sea  is  immense,  but  insignificant 
in  comparison  with  that  carried  into  the  provinces  over  the 
frontiers.  The  duty,  in  England,  on  flour  from  the  provinces, 
is  live  shillings  per  quarter  for  the  highest  rate,  and  may  be 
as  low  as  sixpence  per  quarter.  On  the  same  article,  im- 
ported directly  from  the  United  Slates,  the  duty  ranges  from 
a  shilling  [ler  qu;irtcr  to  twenty-five  shillings  and  eightpence; 
the  rale  of  duty  depends  on  the  price  in  England,  and  is 
usually  about  twenty  sTiillings  per  quarter,  or  four  times 
greater  than  the  duty  on  flour  from  the  provinces.  Here  is 
a  vast  field  for  the  employment  of  Biitish  vessels,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  own  in  the  transportation  of  our  own  pro- 
ducts. 

There  Is  another  mode  in  which  the  arrangement  favofs 
British  shipping,  in  the  creation  of  what  has  been  called  the 
triangular  voyage.  Formerly,  British  vessels  ena;agcd  in  the 
culoniai  trade  went  to  the  colonies  in  ballast,  ori)i)t  i)artially 
laden  ;  they  oficn  remained  there  a  long  time  for  the  pre- 
paration of  their  cargoes,  with  which  they  returned  to  Eng« 
land.  Now,  they  take  full  freights  to  the  United  Slates ; 
thence,  full  or  partial  freights  to  the  West  Indies;  and  thence, 
full  freights  to  England.  Or,  they  proceeded  with  freights 
from  England  to  the  West  Indies;  whence,  in  a  few  daya, 
they  arrive  at  our  southern  ports,  whence  they  obtain  full 
freights  for  Eurojie.  British  vessels  thus  employed  have  a 
decided  advantage  over  us,  even  in  the  direct  freights  to  and 
from  our  own  ports. 

The  gradual  extinction  of  our  direct  trade  wi-th  the  Cri-- 
tish  ^Vest  Indies  seems  an  inevitable  result  of  the  arrange-- 
inent;  the  discrimination  of  duties  on  artiefes  imported  there 
directly  from  the  United  Slates,  and  on  the  same  article* 
when  imported  circuitously  through  the  provinces,  will  even- 
tually turn  the  Vi-hole  course  of  trade  in  that  direction.  The 
duty  on  flour  from  the  United  States  is  five  shillings;  and" 
on  liccf  and  pork,  more  than  twenty  sbiilings  ]»er  barrel;  on 
lumber,  it  is  twenty-eight  shillings  ;  and  on  shingles,  mora 
than  three  dollars  (ler  thousand.  Ail  these  articles  from  tha- 
provinces  arc  admitted  free  of  this  duty;  of  course,  most  of 
them  arc  imported  circuitously.  A.nd  not  only  so  ;  but  the 
first  freight  to  the  provinces  from  the  United  States  is  in 
Hiilish  vessels,  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  cnjcyed«by 
them  fit  the  ports  of  naturalization  for  transportation  to  the 
West  Indies.  In  18'24,  ISZ.*}  and  1826,  the  American  ton- 
nage which  entered  our  ports,  tlirect  from  the  British  West 
Indies,  was  '.92,700  tons  ;  in  1837,  1S38  and  1839,  it  had 
diminished  to  1J5,S00  tons. 

If  such  be  the  state  of  our  direct  trade,  we  have  much  irt' 
consch;  us  in  tiic  comparative  increase  of  British  tonnago 
and  our  own,  in  the  whole  of  the  colonial  and  provincial 
trade.  The  British  tonnage  cleared  from  oui  ports  for  the 
colonies  and  provinces  in  18J4,  1825  and  I82C,  was  5I,8^;(> 
tons;  the  American  tonnage  was -177,1  OO  tons.  InltS37, 
1838  and  1839.  the  clearance  of  British  tonnage,  as  above, 
wr.s  l,Vo.'5,.^)U0  tons,  and  of  American  but  l,12(i,000  tons  ^ 
the  increase  of  British  tonnage  in  our  own  ports,  during  this 
whole  period,  being  about  ten  times  greater  than  that  of  our 
own. 

In  addition  to  our  own  vicious  legislation,  our  competitors 
have  other  advantages  over  us.  'J'he  expense  of  building 
vessels  in  the  province  is  less,  by  about  one-third,  than  that 
of  building  ours;  a^.id  they  are  likewise  manned  and  equi^j- 
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ped  more  cheaply.  It  is  .true,  that,  from  their  manifest  in- 
feriority, they  do  not  command  the  same  rates  of  freight  as 
our  own ;  but  their  influence  is  powerful  for  evil  against  us. 

As  the  source  whence  the  Navy — our  right  arm  in  foreign 
contest— must  draw  its  whole  strength,  it  has  ever  been  our 
avowed  policy  to  encourage  our  navigation  ;  its  importance 
may  well  entitle  it  not  merely  to  a  fair  field,  but  to  especial 
iavor.  Even  a  fair  field  is  now  denied  to  us.  Many  and 
great  advantages  are,  by  this  arrangement,  given  to  our  most 
active  compelitors;  and  the  annexed  table,  prepared  from  of- 
ficial returns,  shows  to  what  a  fearlul  extent  they  have  avail- 
ed themselves  of  them. 
Table  of  American  and  Brilisli  ionna^-e  cleared  from  the 

several  ports  of  tlie    United  States,  for  foreign  ports, 

from  1824  to  1839,  inchtsive. 

Year.  American  Tonnage.     British  Tonnage. 

1824 919,300 60,300 

1825 960,000 61,900 


1826. 
1827. 


953,000 65,700 

980,500 94,800 

1828 897,400 105,600 

1829 944,800 87,800 

1830 971,'-:00 89,800 

1831 972,500 21 1,300 

1833 974,900 284,900 

1833 1,142,200 377,200 

1834 1,134,000 458,100 

1835 1,400,500 523,400 

]  836 1 ,3 1 5,500 .538,900 

1837 1 ,266,600 536,400 

1838 1.408,800 486,900 

1839 1 ,477,900 49 1 ,500 

The  sudden  and  great  increase  of  British  tonnage  subse- 
quently to  1830,  when  the  arrangement  went  into  operation, 
cannot  fail  to  be  remarked.  In  six  years,  from  1824  to  1830, 
its  increase  was  less  than  twenty  per  cent. ;  in  the  ensuing 
six  years,  from  1830  to  1836,  it  was  six  hundred  per  cent. 
The  whole  increase  of  American  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign 
trade  from  1824  to  1839  has  been  but  fifty-two  per  cent. ; 
v;hilst  that  of  British  tonnage,  in  our  own  ports,  has  been 
more  than  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  per  cent,  in  the 
same  period. 

Youi  committee  deemed  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the 
freights  of  American  vessels  in  the  foreign  trade,  now  so 
jeoparded,  not  irrelevant  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
appointed;  they  accordingly  submit  such  a  one,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  these  freights,  earned  by  667,- 
200  tons  of  shipping  thus  engaged,  is  more  than  thirty-eight 
millions  of  dollars  annually;  and  moreover,  that  there  are 
1,428,000  tons  of  American  shipping  engaged  in  the  coast- 
wise trade,  whose  earnings  must  very  much  exceed  that 
amount. 


Impcrtaiit  Isaprovcmeiit  of  tlie  TrEHsporta.tioa 
of  Cottou  foy  Watera 

A  patent  has  recently  been  obtained  by  George  R.  Grif- 
fin, Esq.  of  Alabama,  for  an  improvement  in  the  manner  of 
transporting  cotton  to  market  by  water,  which  promises  to 
be  a  thing  of  great  importance  to  the  producers  of  that  arti- 
cle, as  its  conveyance  is  rendered  independent  of  steamboats 
or  other  vessels,  and  can  be  ellccted  when  the  water  in  our 
rivers  is  so  low  as  not  to  admit  of  the  passing  of  the  lightest 
crafts,  'i'he  bales  of  cotton  are  made  into  rafts,  and  for  this 
purpose  cases  of  vs'ater-proof  canvass  are  provided  for  each 
bale,  which  shall  cover  its  bottom  and  four  sides ;  and  these 
are  to  be  furnished  with  a  lid  of  the  same  material,  which 
in  periods  of  heavy  rain  may  be  made  to  cover  the  top  or 
upper  part ;  also  provision  is  made  for  combining  these  bales 
together  so  as  to  form  a  raft  of  any  desired  dimensions.  In 
narrow  passes  they  may  be  so  arranged  as  not  to  have  more 
than  two  bales  in  width,  and  where  the  channel  admits  of  it 
the  vvidth  may  be  increased  ad  liditum. 

A  well  packed  bale  of  two  feet  in  height  will  not  draw 
more  than  six  inches  of  water;  and  should  the  bales  ground 
they  may  readily  be  floated  off  without  injury.  Boards  are 
to  be  loosely  laid  upon  the  bales  to  facilitate  the  walking 
upon  the  raft.  '1  he  envelopes  will  last  a  number  of  years, 
and  will  soon  repay  their  first  cost.  In  one  disastrous  year 
it  is  said  that  hal-f  a  million  of  dollars  were  lost  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  cotton  on  our  rivers;  and  every  year  the  loss  is  im- 
mense. When  we  add  to  this  the  impossibility  of  navigat- 
ing our  waters  at  many  seasons  of  the  year,  which  the  mode 
of  conveyance  in  question  appears  likely  to  obviate,  its  ac- 
tual economy  maj'  become  a  great  recommendation  of  it. — 
At  all  events,  the  patentee,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
business,  has  evinced  his  own  confidence  in  the  utility  of 
the  plan  by  ordering  a  sufficient  number  of  the  water-proof 
envelopes  to  give,  at  his  own  expense,  a  practical  demon- 
stration of  its  value ;  and  who  will  not  wish  him  the  most 
perfect  success  ! — JVational  Intelligencer. 


W.  J.  Loring, 
Philo  S.  Shelton, 

Boston,  Feb.  9,  1841. 


William  Ward, 
Nathan  liice. 

Committee. 


Unprccetleiitcd  Dcspatcli« 

The  brig  Lycoming,  Capt.  Perez  Judkins,  Jr.  arrived  at 
Boston  on  Thursday  morning  from  Cronstadt,  having  been 
absent  (counting  hours)  less  than  ninety-five  days.  The 
brig  was  detained  four  days  at  Cowes,  England,  on  her  out- 
ward passage,  and  was  fourteen  days  from  the  Grand  Bank, 
when  homeward  bound.  This  is  said  to  be,  by  7nne  days, 
the  shortest  voyage  ever  made  from  Boston  to  Russia  and 
back.  Capt.  J.  has  thus  performed  a  voyage  from  Porto 
Kico  to  Boston,  thence  to  Russia  and  back,  landing  and  re- 
ceiving full  cargoes,  in  one  hundred  a7id  twelve  consecutive 
days.  

BiifTaloest 

A  drove  of  young  bufl!'aloes,  thirty-three  in  number,  pass- 
ed through  this  city  on  Tuesday  last,  on  their  way  to  New 
York.  Thirty-three  buffaloes  in  one  gang  will,  no  doubt, 
W  a  rare  eight  for  most  of  our  eastern  friends. 

[qnincy  ( III.)  Herald. 


Bank  of  tUc  State  of  Georgia* 

Statement  of  the  Bank  of  Georgia  and  Branches  for  six 
moTiths,  ending  October  2,  1841. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Gkorgia, 
Savannah,  18th  Oct.  1S41. 

Sir — I  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  semi-annual  exposi- 
tion of  the  state  and  condition  of  this  bank  and  its  offices. 
In  submitting  these  documents,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  re- 
mark that  difficulties  of  the  most  unfortunate  nature  have 
occurred  at  the  office  at  Macon,  which  it  has  been  the 
anxious  desire  of  this  institution  promptly  to  correct  and 
remedy.  The  defalcation  of  the  two  prominent  officers  of 
that  branch,  as  unexpected  as  it  v^'as  deplorable,  became 
known  to  this  institution,  only  after  an  examination  by  the 
cashier  of  the  principal  bank,  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of 
a  general  revision  of  its  affairs.  'I'he  obvious  duty  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  existing  state  of  things  there,  was  forthwith 
to  withdraw  the  bills  of  that  branch  from  circulation,  and 
adopt  cfTective  measures  for  adjusting  and  settling  its  busi- 
ness. These  measures  are  in  progress  of  fulfilment,  under 
the  superintendence  of  an  agent  in  every  way  competent  and 
trustworthy.  At  the  jjcriod  when  the  discoveries  were  made, 
the  branch  had  an  actual  circulation  of  $136,014,  though 
the  returns  made  on  oath  by  their  president  and  cashier, 
dated  April  3d,  1841,  represented  the  amounts  to  be  only 
§85,809,  since  which,  up  to  this  date,  $75,722  has  been  re- 
deemed, and  $60,292  is  now  the  total  amount  remaining 
out,  and  the  public  can  sustain  no  loss,  as  the  bills  will  be 
protected  ".  y  this  institution.  It  is  proper  also,  in  making 
this  communication,  further  to  remark,  that  this  bank  and  its 
branches  have  sustained  specie  payments,  during  the  recent 
period  of  great  pressure.  To  do  so,  however,  and  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  important  duties,  they  have  been  compelled 
to  curtail  their  circulation  and  their  business  transactions, 
and  consequently  their  profits  have  been  proportionably  di- 
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minished.  The  deranged  state  of  the  currency,  (created  in 
a  great  measure  by  the  extensive  circulation  of  the  bills  of 
the  non-specie  paying  banks)  has  operated  very  oppressively 
and  injuriously  upon  the  specie  paying  institutions; — for 
while  a  portion  only  of  the  banks  of  the  State  furnish  coin 
for  their  bills,  those  banks  must  necessarily  be  called  upon 
to  redeem  their  bills  in  coin  or  exchange  on  the  north,  its 
equivalent;  and  the  suspended  banks  being  allowed  to  enjoy 
perfect  immunity  from  such  demands,  tiieir  bills  must  con- 
stitute the  currency,  to  the  ultimate  injury  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country  and  the  probable  loss  of  the  public.  As  an 
illustration,  I  subjoin  hereto  a  table  containing  a  statement 
of  the  circulation,  profits  and  specie  of  this  bank  and  its 
IJranches  at  the  settlements  in  April  and  October  1810,  and 
in  April  and  October,  1841,  from  which  it  will  be  seen,  that 
while  the  general  circulation  in  April,  18  JO  was  §95,5,53!!?, 
the  profits  for  the  previous  six  months  were  §7  7, £55,  and 
the  amount  of  specie  $C66,983.  At  the  settlement  in  Oc- 
tober, instant,  the  general  circulation  was  only  §288,122,  the 
profits  $32,749,  and  the  specie  §200,956,  A  diminution  in 
circulation  and  profits  so  disastrous,  as  only  to  find  consola- 
tion in  the  fact  of  the  continued  sound  condition  of  the 
bank,  and  in  the  gratification  of  having  firmly  and  steadily 
discharged  the  obligations  alike  due  to  the  stockholders  and 
the  community, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  President. 
To  His  Excellency,  Cims.  J.  McDonald, 
Governor  of  Georgia,  Milledgeville. 

Dr. 

To  discounted  notes  and  acceptances §1,453,419  57 

"  Bonds,  stocks,  &c 2A  6,270  GO 

"  Bills  of  exchange 131,965  53 

"  Keal  estate 15,775  81 

"  Banking  houses  and  lots 81 ,257  00 

"  Salaries 1 7,940  85 

"  Assignment  of  a  judgment 5,100  00 

"  Incidental  expenses 6,638  05 

"  Deficiency  of  Nathaniel  Barker,  late  cash- 
ier at  Macon 55,777  20 

"  Balances  due  from  other  banks 40,568  56 

"         Do    branches 114,359  24 

«         Do     Bank  State  of  Georgia  to  brach's  11,742  39 

"  Protest  account 5 15  75 

"  Bills  of  branches  on  hand 69,102  00 

"  Bills  of  other  banks  on  hand 37,675  00 

"  Specie  on  hand 200,960  23 


§2,489,106  18 


Cr. 

By  capital  stock .c §1,500,000  00 

"  Bills  in  circulation* 357,224  00 

"  Discount  account 56,606  26 

"  Dividends  unpaid 8,787  00 

"  Surplus  fund 59,369  97 

"  Balances  due  to  other  banks 161,241  37 

"       Do       to  Bank  State  of  Georgia  and 

branches 93,828  70 

"       Do        to  branches 39,914  16 

"  Individual  deposits 212,134  72 


§2,489,106  18 


*  Reported  circulation  as  above §357,224  GO 

Deduct  this  amount  on  hand  (see  debit  side)         69,102  00 


Leaving  an  actual  circulation §288,122  00 

A.  PORTER,  Cashier. 
October  14th,  1841. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  ELECTIONS. 


[XoYIiJinER, 


PE!^?:SY]L¥A!l^IA    EI.EC3TIC?  I^^  S  . 


Beh-w  is  presented  a  Table  shovinp-  the  vote  fir  Governor,  bet-veen  Porter  and  Ttitner.  in  1838 — the  vote  for  Presi- 
dent, in  1840 — and  the  official  residt  in  IS-il,  as  contuined  in  the  certijied  copies  on  file  at  the  Office  of  the  l<ecre- 
tari/  of  the  CommonvjeaUh,  Jlarrisburtj: 


COUNTIES. 


Adams 

Alleghany. . 
Armstrong  . . 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Bradford.  .  . . 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria  . . . . 

Centre 

Chester 

Clearfield  . . . 

Clinton 

Columbia  . . , 
Crawford  . . . 
Cumberland. 

Clarion 

Dauphin  . . . . 
Delaware  . . . 
Erie 


Fayette 

Franklin 

Greens 

Huntingdon 

Indiana 

JcfTerson 

Juniata 

Lancaster 

Lebanon 

Lehigh 

Luzerne 

Lycoming , . 

McKean 

Mercer 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Mifflin 

Northumberland  . . . . 

Northampton 

Philadelphia  City  . . . 
Philadelphia  County 

Perry 

Pike 


Potter 

Susquehanna . . 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Westmoreland. 

Wayne 

'Washington. . . 
York. 


Porter's  majoHty 


1838. 

OOTKUNOn. 


Porter. 

1,.'5.35 
4,.505 
2,781 
1,931 
2,38-1. 
7,101 
2,420 
4,553 
1,C53 

814 
2,589 
4,527 

792 

2,616 
2,304 
2,743 

1,044 
1,^63 
1,505 
2,788 
2,815 
1,849 
2,761 
1,262 

591 
1,049 
.5,503 
1,553 
2,460 
3,132 
2,406 

219 
2,325 
1,223 
4,558 
1,177 
2,144 
3,634 
3,155 
7,982 
1,916 

526 

276 
1,530 
2,271 

883 
1,448 
1,595 
1,765 

700 
4,515 
1,062 
3,461 
4,190 


127,821 
122,325 


5,496 


Ritner. 


3,310 
6,038 
1,510 
2,457 
2,290 
3,215 
2,219 
4,147 
1,700 

762 
1,407 
4,971 

474 

1,088 
1,957 
2,316 

2,843 
1,731 
2,747 
1,984 
2,560 
1,109 
3,687 
1,723 

421 

863 
8,558 
2,228 
2,349 
2,592 
1,555 

127 
2,935 

366 
3,748 
1,109 
1,164 
2,566 
7,203 
6,187 

883 

117 

68 

1,264 

1,508 

2,244 

594 
2,268 

828 

542 
2,315 

538 
3,528 
3,257 


122,325 


1840. 

PnTSIDEST, 


V,  Euren. 


1,628 
4,573 
1,744 
1,710 
2,446 
7,425 
2,S44 
4,488 
1,804 

920 
2,242 
4,882 

812 

649 
2,829 
2,908 
2,695 
1,366 
2,187 
1 ,335 
2,001 
3,035 
2,892 
2,010 
2,266 
1 ,209 

592 
1,043 
5,472 
1,402 
2,451 
4,119 
2,181 

275 
2,330 
1,447 
4.869 
1,269 
2,187 
3,838 
4,774 
13,303 
1,970 

524 

363 
2,023 
2,184 

765 
1,721 
1,518 
1,275 

929 
4,704 
1,188 
3,611 
4,382 


143,675 


Har.  maj. 


H 


arnson. 


2,453 
7,620 
1,-JCO 
3,143 
2,910 
3,582 
2,631 
4,705 
2,100 

811 
1,447 
5,643 

499 

637 
1,325 
2,469 
2,790 

648 
3,124 
2,031 
3,635 
2,755 
3,586 
1,350 
3,020 
1,953 

476 

966 
9,678 
2,369 
2,405 
2,774 
1,504 

262 
3,249 
1,345 
4,068 
1,226 
1,351 
2,846 
7,655 
10,189 
1,072 

135 

180 
1,560 
1,881 
2,501 

895 
2,423 

855 

827 
2,778 

675 
4,147 
3,792 


144,018 
143,675 


843 


1841. 

GOVERNOR. 


Porter. 

1,.599 
4,281 
1,823 
1,751 
2,550 
7,495 
2,705 
4,412 
1,674 

874 
2,300 
4,565 

886 

786 
2,569 
2,815 
2,721 
1,500 
2,249 
1,2S9 
1,855 
2.749 
2,779 
1,763 
2,551 
1,195 

678 

971 
4,914 
1,542 
2,553 
3,426 
2,261 

242 
2,318 
1,293 
4,402 
1,324 
2,102 
3,467 
4,380 
11,090 
1,827 

540 

365 
1,962 
2,408 

792 
1,598 
1,568 
1,280 

963 
4,080 
1,167 
3,434 
3,825 


136,576 
113,573 


23,003 


Banks. 


1,941 
5,068 
1,096 
2,158 
2,261 
2,925 
2,143 
4,066 
1,710 

810 
1,126 
4,711 

419 

603 
1,103 
2,099 
1,997 

555 
2,649 
1,578 
2,950 
1,812 
2,636 

949 
3,258 
1,557 

447 

808 
8,085 
1,840 
2,328 
2,194 
1,393 

199 
2,702 

269 
3,144 
1,124 
1,143 
2,302 
5,920 
7,348 

870 
74 

154 
1,152 
1,415 
1,853 

574 
2  232 

755 

628 
2,135 

553 
3,291 
2,429 


113,573 


Porter's  maj. 


1S41.] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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The  official  returns  in  1833  do  not  show  a  full  vote.  Tn 
Dauphin,  two  pnils  were  held  in  Hanover;  the  vote  at  the 
Porter  poll  (221)  was  rejected.  In  Lycoming:  County,  the 
vote  of  Youn?womanstown  fgivincr  nearly  500  majority  for 
Ritner)  was  likewise  rejected.  In  Piuladelphia  County,  the 
vote  of  tlie  Northern  Liberties  was  rejected  by  return  judges. 
The  entire  actual  vote  for  Governor  sums  up  — 

David  R.  Porter, 1 31,.'i5rj 

Joseph  Ritner, 126,029 

Porter's  majority 7,526 

In  1840,  the  vole  was  288,035.  In  1841,  the  vote,  adding 
the  Abolition  and  all  other  votes — was  250,965.  One  of  the 
townships  of  Armstrong  County  was  rejected.  It  gave  a 
Whig  niajorily,  and  we  have  added  it  as  a  part  of  the  vole 
of  the  ytate.     Porter's  majority  23,003. — Ledger. 


1'veasiiry  T)epnri)nent, ') 
Novembers,  1841.      3 


Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  1837,  1838,  1S3Q,  1840, 

$26,681,337  53 
Redeemed  of  those  issues 24,924,725  64 


Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $1,756,611  89 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  184!,  viz. 
Prior  to  the  4lh  of  March. . .  $673,681   32 
Since  the  4  th  of  March 5,349,165  58 


Making 6,022,846  90 

Returned  of  that  issue 407,753  00 

Leaving  outstanding,  5,615,093  90 


Aggregate  outstanding  on  the  1st  instant. . .   $7,371,705  79 


McCLINTOCK  YOUNG, 

v^ctin^  Secretary  nf  the  Treastiry. 


Aiitliracitc  Irou« 


Mr.  Editor: 

I  notice  in  the  United  States  Gazette  of  22d  instant,  a 
communication  signed  "  A  Subscriber"  requesting  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  anthracite  pig  iron,  and  whether  its 
conversion  into  malleable  iron  has  been  effected  without 
extra  expense  sufficient  to  render  the  manufacture  unprofita- 
ble. 

After  having  worked  nearly  500  tons  of  the  various  sorts 
of  anthracite  pig  iron,  smelted  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  I  feel  myself  fully  competent  to  give  an  opinion  on 
the  subject,  and  would  state  that  I  have  converted  the  above 
amount  of  iron  into  good  sheet  iron,  rods,  &c.  &c.  with  but 
trifling  extra  expense,  if  any  when  compared  with  the  ordi- 
nary brands  of  charcoal  pig  iron. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  anthracite  pig  iron 
is  fully  equal  in  quality  to  the  very  best  brands  of  charcoal 
pig  iron  for  conversion  into  malleable  iron,  but,  much  of  the 
anthracite  iron  which  1  have  tried,  has  proved  greatly  supe- 
rior in  quality  to  the  ordinary  sorts  of  charcoal  pig  iron,  and 
was  converted  into  the  malleable  state  at  about  the  same 
cost.  I  find  too  that  its  conversion  is  generally  more  rapid 
'  and  consequently  attended  with  rather  less  consumption  of 
fuel  than  charcoal  iron. 

I  have  reference  now  to  its  conversion  by  the  ordinary 
process  of  puddling  with  anthracite  coal  as  fuel,  but  by  the 
boiling  process  (as  it  is  termed,)  I  have  with  the  same  kind 
of  fuel  in  a  properly  constructed  furnace,  converted  the  poor- 
est No.  3  anthracite  pig  iron  into  the  most  superior  qualify 
of  chain  iron  at  an  extra  expense  of  $5  a  $6  per  ton  when 
compared  with  the  very  best  charcoal  ])ig  iron.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  waste,  I  find  it  in  thebestsortsof  anthracite  iron 
to  differ  but  little  from  charcoal  pig. 


I  have  had  no  experience  in  its  conversion  by  the  process 
ordinarily  used  in  Pennsylvania  by  means  of  charcoal  as 
fuel,  but  I  have  been  informed  by  an  intelligent  iron  master, 
who  has  tried  the  experiment,  that  the  anlliracile  pig  pro- 
duced by  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Co.  yielded  a  first  rate 
quality  of  bar  Iron  by  that  process. 

There  is  no  doubt  a  great  prejudice  existing  among  iron 
masters  with  regard  to  the  employment  of  anthracite  pig  iron 
in  their  forges,  this  I  think  time  will  overcome,  and  I  would 
suggest  tothe  smelters  of  anthracite  in  Pennsylvania  whether 
as  a  matter  of  policy  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  them  to 
convert  their  more  inferior  sorts  of  pig  iron,  into  plate  or  re- 
fined metal,  and  sell  it  to  the  forges  in  that  state  ;  this,  al- 
though it  has  not  yet  been  done  entirely  with  anthracite  as 
fuel,  can  I  believe  be  effected  or  certainly  by  a  mixture  of 
charcoal  and  anthracite.  By  pursuing  this  course,  a  much 
better  arlicle  will  be  produced  at  no  great  extra  expense, 
their  furnace  may  be  more  heavily  burdened  so  as  to  pro- 
duce the  utmost  quantity  of  pig  iron  possible  for  refining, 
and  probably  at  more  profit  than  running  with  lighter  bur- 
dens for  grey  iron — and  its  advantages  to  all  puddling  estab- 
lishments would  be  great,  as  the  labor  of  puddling  pig  iron, 
particularly  in  hot  weather,  is  excessive,  the  plate  iron  can 
be  more  easily  converted  in  greater  quantities,  and  with  less 
fuel,  and  the  wages  for  conversion  would  be  reduced  in  pro- 
portion. 

One  of  tlic  most  intelligent  anthracite  furnace  proprietors 
in  Pennsylvania  has  assured  me  he  shall  pursue  this  course, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  productive  of  much  benefit 
and  profit  both  to  himself  and  the  forge  owners  purchasing 
the  refined  metal. 

U.  S,  Gazette.  {  A  Nkw  Jersey  Lion  Masteii. 


Products  of  Blaine. 


A  Portland  paper  states  that  the  quantities  of  Zjwe  anna- 
ally  exported  f^rom  Thomaston  in  that  State  alone,  amount 
to  400,000  casks,  producing  about  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
generated  almost  wholly  by  labor,  the  cost  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial being  about  fifteen  cents  per  cask.  Four  towns  in  the 
neighborhood  produce  about  as  much  more.  The  number 
of  vessels  built  in  the  district  in  which  this  material  is  found 
was,  during  the  past  year,  18  ships,  13  brigs  and  16  schoon- 
ers. Another  resource  of  Maine,  now  almost  dormant,  is 
the  immense  quantities  of  slate  in  the  same  region,  and  of 
a  quality  quite  equal  to  that  of  New  South  Wales. 


Dividends  at  Fliilaclclpliia* 

The  following  dividends  have  been  declared  by  several  of 
the  banks  of  Philadelphia : 

Southwark 3    per  cent. 

Commercial 3  do 

Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics' 2^  do 

Western 3  "  do 

Northern  Liberties 2:}  do 

Moyamensing 2^  do 

Mechanics' 2  ^  do 

Farmers' and   Mechanics' 2i  do 

The  Philadelphia  Bank,  we  understand,  resolved  to  de- 
clare no  dividend  until  they  could  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
securities  which  they  hold. 

The  Girard  Bank  being  called  upon  to  declare  a  dividend, 
and  being  uncertain  as  to  the  exact  profits,  declared  a  nomi- 
nal dividend  of  one  cent  on  each  share. 

The  Chesnut  Hill  and  Spring  Hdl  Turnpike  Company 
declare  a  dividend  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the  last 
six  months,  payable  after  the   llth  inst — U.  S.  Gaz, 


l.esislntiou  Kxtiaordiiiary. 

The  following  curious  resolution  was  lately  adopted  in  the 
Tennessee  Legislature : 

Resolved,  That  tlicrc  shall  be  neither  fn'/ie  nor  ci^fcir 
smoked  within  the  Senate  Chamber  during  the  hours  of  bii. 
sincss  at  the  present  sessio.a  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[NOTEIIBER, 


Alaliama  Banks* 

The  following-  Memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  Alabama, 
below  is  copied  from  the  last  Democrat,  and  is  circulating  in 
Madison  county  for  signatures. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  State  of  Jilabama. 

Gentlemen  : — The  condition  of  your  State  Bank  and  its 
branches  has  become  a  subject  of  deep  and  exciting  interest 
with  every  citizen  who  estimates  properly  the  important  re- 
sults involved  in  their  successful  or  disastrous  termination. 
Upon  the  issue  hangs  the  prosperity  of  the  State  for  some 
years  to  come,  and  the  measures  adopted  at  your  present 
session  must  settle  the  question  for  weal  or  wo.  Your  me- 
morialists, therefore,  impressed  with  the  belief  that  these  are 
truths  which  cannot  be  controverted,  beg  leave,  most  respect- 
fully to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  and 
energetic  action  on  your  part,  in  order  to  arrest  the  tendency 
which  has  been  given  them  towards  a  most  ruinous  if  not 
fatal  conclusion.  A  condensed  view  of  their  capitals,  losses 
sustained,  and  annual  expenditures  to  be  made,  will  illus- 
trate beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  the  well-founded  appre- 
hensions which  your  memorialists  so  seriously  entertain. — 
These  are  taken  from  the  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  who 
examined  your  banks  the  last  year — the  statements  of  the 
banks  themselves,  and  the  consolidated  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  which  these  reports  and  statements  were  referred. 

Capitals  raised  by  the  sale  of  State  bonds 510,859,556 

University  and  other  funds  used  as  a  part  of  the 

capital  of  the  State  Bank 1,058,195 

1  fith  Section  School  Fund C55,00 J 

Nominal  profits  standing  to  the  credit  of  Sink- 
ing Fund 2,161,972 


Making  the  capital  of  all  the  banks $14,734,723 

From  which  there  must  now  be  deducted. 

For  bad  debts $5,5:{ 2,207 

"    Doubtful 1,738,163 

"    Unknown 1,360,524 

8,030,894 


Leaving  the  present  capital  of  the  banks $6,103,829 

From  the  profits  made  by  the  banks  on  the  business  done 
on  this  remnant  of  their  capitals,  the  following  annual 
expenditures  have  to  be  made  : 

Annual  interest  on  Stale  Bonds  sold $563,968 

Premium  and  commissions  on  sterling  exchange 
paid  annually  for  funds  to  pay  that  portion  of 

the  interest  due  in  London 1 6,500 

Annual  interest  on  University  and  other  funds 

used  as  part  of  the  capital  of  the  State  Bank  93,491 

Annual  interest  on  16ih  Sectional  School  Fund  55,000 

Annual  expenses  of  the  State  Government  . . .  143,000 

Given  away  annually  to  valueless  16th  Sections  200,000 

Annual  expenses  of  the  banks 1 20,000 


Making 551,161 ,959 


Your  memorialists  are  satisfied  that  a  profit  of  more  than 
10  per  cent,  on  the  remaining  capitals  of  your  banks  can- 
not be  realized.  According  to  this  estimate  J6 10,382  will 
be  the  gross  profits  for  the  present  year,  which  deducted 
from  $1,161,959,  the  annual  expenditures,  leaves  a  loss  of 
$551,577,  to  be  taken  from  the  capitals, — -which  loss  must 
increase  in  an  inverse  ratio  ivith  the  rapidly  diminishing 
capitals  for  each  successive  year,  mitil  the  whole  is  con- 
sumed. To  avoid,  if  possible,  such  a  state  of  things,  your 
memorialists  pray  t.'iat  the  law  requiring  the  banks  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  State  Government,  and  the  law  requiring 
them  to  give  away  annually  to  valueless  16th  Sections 
$200,000,  be  repealed— that  the  banks  bo  compelled  to  ap- 
propriate the  whole  of  their  present  and  future  available 
means  to  the  redemption  of  the  State  bonds  sold  for  their 
capitals,  upon  the  best  terms  they  can  be  purchased — that 


they  be  prohibited  from  making  further  loans  on  accommo- 
dation paper — that  the  payments  now  required  by  the  ex- 
isting laws  be  rigidly  exacted — and  that  the  expenses  of  the 
banks  be  reduced  to  the  most  rigid  scale  of  economy  com- 
patible with  their  proper  and  efficient  management. 

[lluntsville  Advocate. 


Pittsbus-g  Po^vder  Mills* 

The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  the  9th  inst.  contains  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  extensive  powder  mills  lately  erected  and 
put  in  operation,  2^  miles  above  that  city,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Monongahela  by  Andrew  Watson.  The  plan  of  these  woiks 
is  said  to  be  original  with  Mr.  Watson  and  his  brother,  as 
neither  have  ever  seen  the  interior  of  any  other  powder 
mill.  Everything  in  their  works  is  conducted  with  great 
care.  Gravel,  &c.  is  kept  carefully  swept  out  of  the  build- 
ings where  there  is  danger,  and  the  workmen  only  enter 
them  without  shoes.  We  hope  this  enterprise  may  be  sus- 
tained. From  the  statement  in  the  Gazette,  we  compile  the 
following: 

Eleven  buildings  are  completed.  The  principal  range 
front  700  feet  on  the  Monongahela,  and  arc  bedded  at  the 
rear  and  ends  in  a  high  bank  of  earth  excavated  for  that 
purpose.  They  stand  about  100  feet  apart.  The  front  and 
roofs  of  wood,  the  back  and  end  walls  stone  two  feet  thick, 
so  built  against  the  earth  that  in  case  of  explosion,  its  force 
may  be  spent  towards  the  river  removing  the  wood  work, 
and  leaving  the  rear  and  end  walls  unharmed.  There  is  a 
railroad  along  the  whole  front  of  these  buildings,  for  trans- 
porting the  materials  and  the  manufactured  articles  from  one 
building  to  another  in  the  progress  of  the  manufacture.  The 
following  will  give  an  idea  of  the  buildings  and  their  use. 

1.  The  Boiler  House,  is  in  the  rear  of  the  front  range, 
200  feet  distant  from  the  Engine  House.  It  contains  6  steam 
boilers,  and  two  charcoal  furnaces.  The  charcoal  is  made 
of  sycamore  and  white  maple — the  wood  is  put  into  large 
iron  pots,  closed  light,  and  the  gasses  let  off  at  the  side  near 
the  bottom.  The  boiler  and  furnace  flues  are  taken  under 
ground  300  yards  and  disciiarged  through  a  chimney  in  a 
grove  of  trees. 

2.  The  Store  House,  where  the  raw  material,  sulphur, 
saltpetre  and  charcoal  are  kept  and  weighed  out  in  proper 
proportions  for  the  manufacture. 

3.  The  Engine  House,  in  the  front  range,  containing  2 
engines,  attended  by  one  Engineer,  standing  between  them. 
The  steam  is  conveyed  from  the  Boiler  House  under  ground 
to  the  engines.  In  this  house  the  raw  material  is  ground 
and  mixed,  and  then  passed  on  a  car  to 

4.  The  Mill,  next  in  the  range,  where  it  is  further  ground 
under  cast  iron  cylinders  of  4^  tons  weight.  It  is  then 
taken  to 

5.  The  Pressing  House,  where  it  is  pressed  in  hydraulic 
presses,  supplied  with  water  brought  over  the  hill.  The  cake 
is  cracked  as  it  comes  from  tiie  press,  and  passed  on  to 

6.  The  Graining  House,  where  it  is  broken  and  sifted 
into  coarse  and  fine  powder,  by  machinerj',  and  is  then 
taken  to 

7.  The  Glazing  House,  where  it  is  passed  between 
wooden,  and  iron  faced  with  copper,  revolving  cylinders, 
where  steam  is  permitted  to  pass.  The  powder  is  kept  at  a 
high  temperature,  and  polished.  It  is  then  returned  to  the 
Graining  House,  there  sifted,  and  sent  to 

8.  The  Drying  House,  where  it  is  deposited  in  shallow 
drawers  ranged  in  racks,  and  left  exposed  to  a  free  circula- 
tion of  air.  There  are  upwards  of  1000  drawers,  each  re- 
ceiving four  pounds.  The  room  is  kept  at  a  temperature  of 
about  100  degrees  Fahrenheit,  by  steam.  When  dried,  the 
powder  is  placed  in 

9.  The  JMaga-Jne,  one  hundred  feet  in  the  rear  of  the 
Drying  House  in  a  finished  state. 


.9hort  Passage* 

The  Linden  cleared  from  New  York  on  the  1st  inst.  and 
arrived  off  the  bar.  Mobile,  on  the  lllh,  making  the  passage 
in  10  days.  Her  sails  were  not  shifted  once  during  the 
whole  vovage. 
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IM  AUGUR  Ali    MESSAGE 

OF  GOVF.nKon  JONES  OF  TENNESSI.E. 


FeUu-iu-Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  niaJe  the  iluly 
of  the  Executive,  to  communicate  to  the  General  Assembly, 
from  time  to  time,  such  information  touching  the  pubhc  in- 
terest as  may  he  in  liis  possession. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
present  to  your  consideration  such  questions  as  seem  to  de- 
mand the  attention  and  action  of  the  Representatives  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  constiluency. 

In  communicating  with  you  for  the  first  time,  it  is  cause 
of  mutual  gratulation  that  we  are  still  secured  in  the  posses- 
sion of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  guarantied  to  us  by  the 
Government  of  our  country,  and  that  all  the  elements  of 
prosperity  continue  to  surround  us.  By  the  smiles  of  a  kind 
and  beneficent  Providence,  and  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  our 
laws,  we  have  risen  from  a  small  to  a  great  and  powerful 
nation.  And  although  we  arc  subject  to  revulsions  and  sea- 
sons of  depression,  still  the  energies  of  our  people,  when 
aroused,  will  ever  be  found  sufficient  to  overcome  these  tem- 
porary reverses  of  fortune. 

Extraordinary  embarrassments  and  their  causes. 

Our  country  has,  for  the  last  few  years,  been  laboring  un- 
der great  and  extraordinary  embarrassments,  and  from  the 
effects  of  which  it  has  only  partially  recovered.  But  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  industry,  patience  and  energies 
of  our  citizens  will  be  found  fully  adequate  to  the  crisis  ;  and 
we  may  confidently  anticipate  the  daj'  as  not  very  distant, 
when  our  country  shall  be  visited  once  more  with  prosperity. 

The  temporary  derangements  in  commerce  and  trade  are 
not  pecuhar  to  our  government;  they  will  sometimes  occur 
under  the  wisest  and  best  governments.  But  they  are  al- 
ways attributable  to  some  adequate  cause  ;  and  it  is  the  pe- 
culiar province  of  those  who  have  been  chosen  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  interest  to  determine  where  the  defect  is, 
and  apply  the  corrective. 

The  causes  which  have  induced  the  present  embarrass- 
ment under  which  we  labor,  may  be  traced  with  the  utmost 
accuracy  and  precision.  It  is  an  axiom  in  political  economy, 
that  when  a  community  or  people  buy  more  than  they  sell, 
the  balance  of  trade  will  be  against  them,  and  pecuniary 
embarrassments  and  distress  must  follow  as  a  consequence. 
Each  individual  liability  furnishes  a  constituent  part  of  the 
great  aggregate  of  that  general  indebtedness  which  has  af- 
flicted the  country  for  the  last  few  years.  How  far  the  ac- 
tion of  our  government  has  contributed  to  produce  this  re- 
sult, must  be  determined  by  a  recurrence  to  such  facts  as 
have  developed  themselves  for  the  last  few  years. 

It  is  a  proposition  demonstrated  by  all  experience,  that 
the  example  of  the  administrators  of  government  have  a 
powerful  and  controlling  influence  on  individual  action  ;  and 
just  in  proportion  as  a  government  or  nation  indulges  a  spi- 
rit of  profligacy  and  extravagance,  there  will  be  a  corres- 
ponding tendency  to  the  same  Indulgence  on  the  part  of  in- 
dividuals. 

That  these  individuals  on  whom  the  pressure  has  fallen 
with  the  most  severity,  are  the  direct  agents  in  producing 
their  own  misfortunes,  will  not  be  doubted.  There  was  no 
imperious  or  unavoidable  necessity  constraining  any  citizens 
to  indulge  in  extravagance,  or  to  create  large  and  heavy  lia- 
bilities, from  which  they  have  not  been  able  to  extricate 
themselves.  Whilst  each  individual  victim  must  be  regard- 
ed as  the  ostensible  author  of  his  own  ruin,  still  it  must  be 
conceded,  and  cannot  be  successfully  denied,  that  there  has 
been  a  remote  and  exciting  cause  that  has  exerted  a  power- 
ful influence  in  producing  this  distress  which  everywhere 
pervades  the  country. 

Most  of  the  evils  of  which  we  complain — the  stagnation 
in  trade,  the  depression  of  commerce,  the  derangement  in 
currency,  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  products,  and 


the  consequent  diminution  in  the  rewards  of  labor mny 

justly  be  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  action  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. 

The  prosperity  of  the  country  was  firm,  steady  and  pro- 
gressive, up  to  the  spring  of  1S34.  Shortly  after  that  time 
trade  seemed  to  have  received  a  new  and  extraordinary  im- 
petus ;  every  species  of  property  increased  in  value,  money 
became  abundant,  and  the  country  everywhere  exhibited  the 
greatest  prosperity. 

This  season  of  plethora  continued  until  the  spring  of 
1837,  when  the  bubble  burst,  and  the  reality  was  unveiled 
in  all  its  horror.  This  memorable  crisis  in  the  monetary  af- 
fairs of  the  country  was  produced  by  the  destruction  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  attempt  to  regulate  and 
control  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  country  by  the 
agency  of  local  institutions.  From  the  day  that  war  was 
declared  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  edict 
went  forth  that  the  monster  should  be  destroyed,  (and  hun- 
dreds of  smaller  ones  substituted  in  its  place,)  from  that  day 
we  may  date  the  beginning  of  those  troubles  and  sorrows  that 
have  filled  the  land  with  mourning  and  distress.  The  fu- 
neral knell  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  the  signal  for  the 
creation  and  establishment  of  hundreds  of  local  and  Stale 
institutions. 

Having  dispensed  with  the  United  States  Bank  as  the 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  it  became  necessary  to  re- 
sort to  some  other  mode  of  fiscal  agency.  The  adoption  of 
a  number  of  State  institutions  was  embraced  as  the  substi- 
tute ;  and  in  order  to  allay  disquietude  in  the  public  mind, 
and  to  supply  the  vacuum  created  in  the  circulation  of  tho 
country,  an  edict  emanating  from  the  Executive  Council, 
was  directed  to  those  unpledged  agents  of  government  pa- 
tronage not  to  hoard  up  the  public  moneys  of  the  country, 
but  that  they  should  be  used  in  afllbrding'  such  facilities  to 
trade  as  the  condition  of  the  country  might  require. 

In  obedience  to  this  injunction,  the  deposit  banks  adopted 
a  generous  and  almost  unrestricted  system  of  discounts  and 
accommodations  ;  the  olher  Stale  banks  taking  hcense  from 
the  example  of  the  pet  institutions,  pursued  the  same  reck- 
less policy.  During  the  short  period  that  the  banks  were 
enabled  to  sustain  themselves  in  this  policy,  everything  went 
on  swimmingly,  and  the  advocates  of  this  experiment  pro- 
claimed to  the  woi-ld  that  it  was  successful.  Facilities  for 
hberal  hank  accommodations  were  freely  ofTered.  It  was 
only  to  ask  and  receive. 

The  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  were  abandoned,  the  farm 
and  the  workshop  were  forsaken  ;  their  occupants  yielding 
to  allurements  spread  out  before  them,  were  almost  uncon- 
sciously drawn  out  into  the  vortex  of  speculation  and  ex- 
travagance, under  the  vain  and  delusive  hope  of  acquiring 
fortunes  by  an  easier  process. 

In  the  midst  of  this  pleasing  delusion  the  banks  sunk  un- 
der the  weight  of  their  innate  defects,  and  the  victims  of  the 
destructive  policy,  left  to  struggle  against  the  fearful  destiny 
which  but  too  certainly  awaited  them. 

In  surveying  the  past,  although  we  find  much  (o  regret 
and  condemn,  still  there  is  cause  of  rejoicing  that  we  have 
so  far  recovered  from  the  shock  as  to  enable  us  to  anticipate 
the  day  as  not  very  far  distant  when  we  may  enjoy  our  ori- 
ginal prosperity. 

Condition  of  the  Sanks  of  our  State, 

Among  the  various  questions  that  will  claim  and  doubt- 
less receive  your  attention,  the  situation  and  condition  of 
the  banks  of  our  State  is  certainly  one  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance. 

A  sound  and  convertible  currency  is  deemed  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  any  country,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  to  secure  to  their  constituents  the 
invaluable  blessings  that  flow  from  a  sound  circulating  me- 
dium as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power. 

'J'hc  banks  of  Tennessee,  yielding  to  the  panic  which 
everywhere  pervaded  the  nation  in  the  spring  of  1837,  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  and  remained  in  that  condition  in 
common  with  most  of  tho  banks  in  the  other  States  until  the 
spring  of  1839,  at  which  time  it  was  thought  they  could  re- 
sume and  continue  the  payment  of  specie  for  all  their  obli- 
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gations.  The  experiment  was  made,  and  they  were  able  to 
pay  specie  until  some  time  in  October,  1839,  a  few  months 
from  their  resumption,  when  they  again  suspended,  alleging 
that  the  causes  which  had  induced  the  first  suspension  were 
only  partially  removed.  Kow  for  the  circumstances  that 
surrounded  the  country,  or  the  causes  that  are  alleged  to 
have  induced  the  suspension  may  be  relied  on  to  justify  the 
violation  of  their  engagements,  is  a  question  that  each  indi- 
vidual will  be  disposed  to  determine  for  himself  The  first 
and  most  sacred  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
is  to  guard  and  secure  their  rights  and  protect  them  from  the 
infliction  of  injury  or  injustice. 

The  interest  of  the  State  requires  thnt  the  banks  shall  ho- 
nestly perform  all  th.eir  promises,  and  faithfully  meet  all  their 
engagements. 

The  same  high  moral  and  legal  obligations  that  attach  to 
an  individual  to  comply  with  his  contracts,  rest  with  equal 
force  on  corporations  or  banks.  It  is  therefore  due  to  justice, 
to  honor  and  morals,  that  our  hanks  shall  return  as  speedily 
as  practicable  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  all  their  engage- 
ments. 

I  therefore  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  neces- 
sity and  propriety  of  adopting  such  a  policy  as  will  require 
and  enable  our  banks  to  resume  the  payment  of  specie  at  an 
early  day. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  banks  of  our  State  are 
in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition,  and  with  such  assistance 
as  the  General  Assembly  may  afford,  I  doubt  not  may  be 
enabled  to  resume  and  continue  the  payment  of  specie. 

A  strict  and  careful  investigation  into  the  condition  and 
management  of  the  banks  may  result  in  much  good  ;  it  will 
afford  the  means  of  discovering  and  remedying  such  defects 
as  may  possibly  exist,  and  if  their  conditions  be  such  as  it  is 
hoped  and  believed  the}'  are,  a  legislative  expose  would  go 
far  to  excite  public  confidence;  without  which  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  any  institution  of  this  kind  to  sustain  itself,  cr  ope- 
rate successfully  or  beneficially  to  the  country. 

It  is  certainly  not  the  part  of  wisdom  or  sound  policy  to 
make  war  on  the  State  institutions;  for  in  doing  this  you 
war  by  indirection  on  the  people.  The  banks  are  so  inter- 
woven with  the  inteiests  of  the  people  that  anything  that 
would  operate  oppressively  on  them  would  extend  in  its  ef- 
fects to  the  great  h.ody  of  the  people.  The  Bank  of  Tennes- 
see demands  [jeculiarly  the  fostering  and  protecting  care  of 
the  Legislature  ;  it  is  the  people's  bank,  owned  by  the.m  ; 
the  revenues  of  the  State  are  there  ;  the  school  fund  is  there; 
a  fund  that  is  sacred,  and  vv'hich  should  be  guarded  by  the 
Legislature  with  parental  care. 

Let  us  guard,  protect  and  defend  our  institutions,  and 
enable  them  by  all  the  means  in  our  [lower  to  effect  the 
great  ends  for  which  they  were  chartered. 

How  far  State  institutions  may  be  able  to  furnish  a  sound 
currency  is  a  question  of  doubt ;  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
furnish  a  sound  territorial  circulation  is  conceded,  but  that 
they  have  the  power  to  furnish  a  national  circulation  that 
will  be  equal  and  uniform,  is  a  power  they  do  not  possess, 
and  an  effect  they  never  can  produce. 

A  JVati'inal  Bank. 

I  had  confidently  expected  that  this  desideratum  would 
have  been  accomplished  by  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank 
by  Congress  at  its  late  Extra  Session;  but  in  this  the  just 
expectations  of  the  country  have  been  defeated  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  Executive  will. 

Internal  Improvements. 

A  revision  and  amendment  of  the  law  creating  a  system 
of  internal  improvement  demands  your  con-idcration.  The 
encouragement  of  internal  improvement  is  a  duty  enjoined 
on  the  Legislature  by  the  Constitution,  and  one  from  which 
they  cannot  escape. 

That  a  well  regulatjjd  system  of  internal  improvements 
would  tend  greatly  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  State  ;  in- 
crease the  energies  and  enterprise  of  her  citizens,  by  open- 
ing new  avenues  to  trade  and  commerce;  dilfusing  a  Kj-)irit 
of  industry  among  the  great  body  of  the  people,  by  allbrding 
an  early  transportation  of  their  surplus  products  to  maikct, 


and  that  it  would  add  greatly  to  all  the  sources  of  public 
prosperity,  does  not  admit  of  a  well  grounded  doubt.  How 
far  the  present  system  is  calculated  to  effect  these  desirable 
ends,  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  doubtful. 

I  can  but  regard  the  law  of  1837  as  impohtlc,  unsafe  and 
wholly  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated. 

I  do  not  impugn  the  motives  of  its  authors  ;  for  I  doubt 
not  the  honesty  of  their  purpose  or  purity  of  their  motives. 
It  was  but  an  experiment,  and  it  was  impossible  that  any  one 
could  clearly  determine  how  it  would  operate  or  how  termi- 
nate. As  soon,  however,  as  it  was  brought  into  practical 
operation  its  defects  became  most  glaring.  It  was  found  to 
be  loose  and  unguarded,  opening  the  door  by  which  fraud 
and  injustice  might  be  perpetrated  on  the  State  with  the 
greatest  facility. 

The  last  General  Assembly,  seeing  its  operation,  afterrpt- 
ed  to  remedy  its  defects;  and  I  am  happy  to  believe  much 
good  resulted  from  their  revision  of  the  law,  and  much  of 
the  treasure  of  the  State  saved  from  an  unprofitable  invest- 
ment. 

It  is  believed  tliat  our  system  of  Internal  Improvement  is 
still  defective ;  and  is,  doubtless,  susceptable  of  many  valua- 
ble improvements. 

And  in  order  that  its  operation  may  be  fully  understood 
and  its  defects  remedied,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Assem- 
bly will  require  each  company  to  furnish  a  full  exposition 
of  their  operations  and  condition  at  an  early  day. 

One  of  the  greatest  defects  in  this  system,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  indisciiminate  manner  in  which  the  appropriations 
have  been  made,  in  many  cases  embracing  objects  of  minor 
importance,  that  can  yield  but  little  if  any  profit  to  the  State. 
Whilst  this  indiscriminate  and  unprofitable  ai;plication  of 
the  public  moneys  is  to  be  regretted,  still,  if  the  engagements 
of  the  individual  stockholders  have  been  complied  with  in 
good  faith,  according  to  the  provisions  of  their  charters  or 
contracts,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  comply  with  all  her 
engagements  in  like  good  faith.  On  an  examination  of  the 
condition  of  the  various  works  that  are  now  being  construct- 
ed, it  may  be  found  that  some  of  them  will  require  addition- 
al assistance  to  secure  their  completion.  And  although  I 
should  regret  to  see  the  system  extended  beyond  the  limits 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  1837,  still  the  interest  of  the  State, 
and  sound  policy  (if  such  cases  shall  be  found  to  exist) 
would  justify  such  additional  appropriation  as  may  be  re- 
quired for  their  early  completion.  By  the  law  of  1837  it  is 
provided,  that  the  appropriations  on  behalf  of  the  State  shall 
not  exceed  four  millions,  to  be  divided  in  just  proportions 
between  the  three  great  divisions  of  the  State.  The  sum  of 
one  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  East  Tennes- 
see, one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  one  million  to  the  Western  division  of  the 
State.  B}'  reference  to  tb.e  subscriptions  made  on  behalf  of 
the  State,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  one  million  three  hun- 
dred thousand  has  been  subscribed  to  works  in  East  Tennes- 
see ;  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  to  Middle  Tennessee;  and  three 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  to  the  West- 
ern district. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  Genci-al  Assembly  that  passed  this 
law,  contemplated  an  equal  division  of  the  appropriation 
between  the  three  divisions  of  the  State,  according  to  their 
population. 

The  last  General  Assembly  having  witnessed  the  defects 
of  the  law  determined  to  arrest  the  further  subscriptions  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  and  directed  the  Governor  to  subscribe 
to  no  new  works. 

Justice  requires  that  there  shall  be  as  equal  a  division  of 
the  benefits  resulting  from  the  appropriation  to  the  three 
great  divisions  of  the  State  as  practicable.  The  appropria- 
tion to  all  the  works  of  improvement  are  made  in  bonds 
drawn  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State  ;  creating  a  gene- 
ral and  equal  liability  on  each  individual  citizen  of  the  State. 
It  is,  therefore,  proper  that  the  benefits  should  be  made  as 
general  and  equal  as  possible  ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
fer on  each  individual  an  equal  participation  in  the  benefits 
resulting  from  this  general  liabiliiy,  we  should  approximate 
a.^  near  to  it  as  wc  can.  and  at  least  make  the  division 
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equal  between  the  three  great  divisions  of  the  State.  If  the 
General  Assembly  .shall  determine  thtit  the  subscription  on 
behalf  of  the  State  shall  extend  to  the  limit  fixed  by  the  law 
of  1S37 — which  is  four  millions — it  will  he  proper  that  they 
should  select  such  objects  as  may  be  of  general  benefit,  and  not 
sutler  the  pubHc  funds  to  be  lavished  on  minor  or  unimportant 
works.  Among  the  numerous  works  to  which  the  State  has 
subscribed,  the  sum  of  S650,0U'J  was  subscribed  to  the 
Charleston  and  Cincinnati  Kailroad  Company.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  enterprise  will  be  abandoned,  and  ihe  charter 
forfeited.  In  tlie  event  of  this  occurrence,  the  State  sub- 
scription will  revert  to  the  State,  and  then  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  I.ca;is!ature  to  determine  what  disposition  shall  be 
made  of  this  fund.  That  a  highly  useful  and  profitable  in- 
vestment might  be  made  of  them  in  the  eastern  division  of 
the  State,  will  not  be  doubted  by  those  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  peculiar  condition  of  that  portion  of  the  State. 

A  portion  of  this  sum  might  be  profitably  employed  in  re- 
moving the  obstructions  in  the  navigable  streams.  There 
are  other  portions  of  the  country  susceptible  of  great  im- 
provement by  the  construction  of  M'Adamized  roads.  .And 
it  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  appropriate  a  portionof 
this  or  some  other  fund  to  the  completion  of  such  works  as 
are  in  progress  of  construction. 

Vacant  and  unappropriated  lands. 

By  a  law  passed  at  the  last  regular  session  of  Congress, 
Tennessee  is  made  the  agent  of  the  Government  of  the 
Ignited  States,  and  invested  with  the  power  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  the  vacant  and  unappioprialed  lands  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  lying  south  and  west  of  the  Congression- 
al Reservation  line.  This  is  a  subject  of  interest  to  the  State 
generalh',  and  particularly  to  that  portion  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens who  reside  within  the  limits  of  that  portion  of  the  State 
embraced  in  the  law.  It  is  matter  of  mutual  gratulation 
that  this  vexed  question  has  been  settled  in  a  manner  that 
will  secure  to  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  our  citizens 
their  homes  and  lilies  to  their  lands. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  yield  a  ready  assent 
to,  and  compliance  with,  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Should 
this  be  your  determination  it  will  be  proper  that  you  take 
such  action  on  this  subject  as  will  enable  you  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  It  is  recommended  that  you 
ado[  t  such  policy  as  will  afford  the  greatest  facilities  to  those 
interested  in  securing  their  titles,  as  far  at  least  as  may  be 
compatible  with  the  public  interest  and  a  faithful  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

In  making  this,  my  first  communication  to  the  General 
Assembly,  it  is  cause  of  no  ordinary  gratification  to  me  to 
be  permitted  to  present  to  your  consideration  my  convictions 
of  the  policy  proper  to  be  pursued  in  disposing  of  the  moneys 
that  may  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  which 
Tennessee  will  be  entitled  to  receive.  Congress,  at  its  late 
extra  session,  passed  a  law  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  according 
to  their  population. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  trespass  on  your  atten- 
tion by  an  argument  to  prove  the  justice  or  wisdom  of  this 
policy,  both  of  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  fully  demonstrated 
by  its  elTeets. 

Disposition  of  tlie  moneys  under  (his  lata. 

The  question  that  more  immediately  demands  your  most 
serious  consideration  is,  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of 
the  moneys  that  Tennessee  will  be  entitled  to  receive  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law  ?  I]y  the  Constitution  of  our 
State,  the  funds  accruing  to  the  State  from  this  source  have 
been  set  apart  to  specified  purposes.  It  is  pro-vided  that 
should  a  divi.-ion  of  the  public  land,  or  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  sales  be  made  among  the  States,  that  the  portion 
coming  to  this  State  shall  be  devoted  to  purposes  of  educa- 
tion and  internal  improvcinent,  and  shall  never  be  applied 
to  any  other  purpose. 

The  constitution  is  silent  as  to  the  mode  of  dividing  this 
fund  between  the  two  objects  specified,  whether  it  shall  be 
equal  or  unequal.  But  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  specific  in- 
junction, it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  they  intended  it  to  be 
equal. 

Vol.  v.— 38. 


I  cannot  urge  too  strongly  on  your  conskleration  the  pro- 
priety of  setting  apart  at  least  one  half  of  the  monrj's  that 
may  be  received  from  this  source  as  a  fund  that  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  redemption  of  the  Internal  Improvement  bonds 
of  the  State  at  their  maturity.  If  this  disposition  be  made  it 
would  doubtless  have  a  fine  efiect  on  the  credit  of  our  secu- 
rities, and  tend  greatly  to  enhance  their  value. 

The  liabilities  of  our  State  are  less  than  any  State  in  the 
Union  of  her  resources,  and  still  her  securities  are  at  a  ruin- 
ous disccunt.  If  a  permanent  provision  can  be  made  for  iha 
liquidation  of  these  liabilities  at  their  maturity,  it  would  in- 
spire ca[iitalists  with  confidence  in  their  solvency,  and  con- 
tribute greatly  to  incrca-e  them  in  value.  If  this  policy 
should  be  adopted  the  moneys  should  be  deposited  with  the 
Bank  of  Tennessee,  to  be  loaned  and  accounted  for  as  other 
funds  of  the  State.  This  would  add  greatly  to  the  available 
means  of  this  institution  and  enable  her  to  aflbrd  increased 
facilities  to  our  citizens. 

Virtue  and  intelligence  being  essential  to  the  perpetuation 
of  our  free  ini-titutions,  it  is  the  duly  of  those  that  have  been 
constituted  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest  to  cherish 
and  protect  them  by  all  the  means  in  their  control.  There 
is  no  object  more  worthy  the  attention  of  a  patriotic  and  en- 
lightened people  than  to  extend  the  fostering  hand  of  protec- 
tion to  virtue,  and  to  aid  in  the  diffusion  of  general  intelli- 
gence among  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Without  the 
protecting  care  of  government  to  these  invaluable  objects,  no 
nation  or  people  can  long  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty. 

Educaii'm. 

The  authors  of  our  State  Constitution,  appreci.iting  the 
great  importance  of  education,  have  wisely  provided  in  that 
instrument  that  the  com.mon  school  moneys  beb'Piiins  to  the 
State  shill  be  a  perpetual  fund,  the  principal  of  which  shall 
never  be  diminished  by  legislative  appropriation;  anl  the 
interest  on  this  fund  is  wisely  dedicated  to  iho  suppoit  and 
encouragement  of  a  system  of  common  schools  ihroujJiout 
the  Stile. 

Our  present  system  is  doubtless  very  imperfect,  but  not- 
withstanding its  many  defects  and  seeming  insufficiency,  it 
has  had  a  salutary  influence  in  the  country.     .And  by  the 
j  continuation  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  it  is  destined 
at  no  very  distant  day  to  reflect  honor  on  the  State;  shedding 
'  its  benign  influence^  on  the  children  of  ignorance  and  mis- 
I  fortune. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  a  careful  revision  of  this 
law  is  demanded  by  the  best  mterests  of  the  State,  and  the 
highest  considerations  of  patriotism  and  philanthropy. 
I      The  law  is  vague,  indefinite  and  complicated,  so  much  so 
1  as  to  render  its  faithful  execution  in  many  instances  difficult ' 
!  and  unattamable.     The  execution  of  this  law  is  neeessanly 
i  confided  to  many  hands,  and  in  order  to  secure  its  faithful 
j  administration  it  is  important  that  the  entire  system  slioulJ 
I  be  revi.sed  and  made  as  short,  plain  and  concise  as  practica- 
'  blc.     A  portion  of  the  moneys  arising  froni  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  is  by  the  constitution  directed  to  be  applied  to 
education.     Whether  this  fund  shall  be  applied  exclusively 
to  common  schools,  or  whether  a  portion  of  it  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to  colleges  and  academies  is  a  question  for  your 
consideration. 

The  utility  and  necessity  of  higher  institutions  of  learning 
than  that  contemplated  by  the  common  school  system  is  evi- 
dent. These  higher  institutions  are  justly  entitled  to  public 
patronage,  and  should  receive  the  fostering  care  of  govern- 
ment. But  remembering  the  insufficiency  of  the  common 
school  fund  to  afford  facilities  to  the  great  number  of  indi- 
gent children  in  the  country  to  acquire  the  mere  rudiments 
of  an  education,  and  regarding  this  as  a  common  fund,  in 
the  benefits  of  which  all  should  participate  as  far  as  possible, 
1  am  constrained  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  tn'a 
propriety  of  making  it  a  part  of  the  common  school  fund, 
thereby  producing  the  greatest  amount  of  good  ta  the  great- 
est number. 

Penitentiary. 
The  General  Assembly  in  1829,  for  the  betfsr  profecSb**- 
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of  society,  the  suppression  of  vice  and  punishment  of  crime, 
established  a  Penitentiary,  substituting  cnnfincmcnt  and  la- 
bor instead  of  the  more  severe  and  less  humane  process  of 
capital  punishments.  This  change  in  our  penal  code  is 
founded  in  principles  of  humanity,  and  was  dictated  by 
motives  worthy  a  Christian  people. 

The  objects' sought  to  be  accomplished  by  the  infliction 
of  punishment  on  (he  guilty  are  to  protect  society,  to  secure 
respect  for,  and  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  as  far  as 
may  be  to  reform  the  criminaL 

How  far  this  mode  secures  the  ends  contemplated  by  its 
benevolent  projectois  is  a  question  of  some  doubt,  producing 
some  conflict  of  ophiion  in  the  public  mind.     This  system 
has  been  adofited  by  the  State  at  great  expense,  and  although 
its  cflects  n-iay  not  have  been  as  salutary  as  was  anticipated 
by  some  of    its  warmest  advocates,  still  it  is  questionable 
whether  any  other  substitute  would  be  more  ciTicient  or  more 
acceptable  to  the  country.     It  is  sometimes  urged  that  this 
institution  should  be  discontinued  on  the  alleged  ground  that 
it  operates  oppressively  on  a  highly  respectable  portion  of' 
our  fellow-citizens,  by  employing  the  convicts  in  the  various  j 
mechanic  arts.     How  far  this  complaint  may  be  founded  in  i 
justice  or  prejudice,  I  have  no  correct  means  of  determining. 
It  is  certainly  true  that  it  produces    competition  in  some 
branches  of  mechanism,  and  it  is  equally  true  that  the  insti-  1 
tuti:'n  is  enabled  to  sell  its  products  at  low  and  reduced  piices.  ! 
It  cannot  be  the  true  policy  of  any  government  to  enter  into  I 
a  competition  of  labor  with  its  citizens.      Wisdom  and  jus- 
tice  require  that  equal  protection  should  he  atforded  to  all,  i 
encouraging  the  various  brandies  of  industry,  by  securing  ' 
(as  far  as  it  has  the  ability)  to  them  their  just  reward.  i 

The  propriety  of  giving  such  direction  to  the  labor  of  the 
convicts  in  the  pcriitentiary  as  will  least  contiict  with  the  la-  ; 
bor  and  pursuits  of  our  citizens,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  - 
the  interest  of  the  State,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Limaiic  Asylum,  I 

Among  the  various  subjects  which  have  from  time  to  j 
time  engaged  the  attention  of  your  jircdecessors,  the  estab-  j 
lishmcnt  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum  is  one  that  reflects  the  high- 
est honor  on  our  State.  This  establishment  has  heretofore 
received  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  Slate;  large  sums  of 
money  have  at  diflerent  limes  been  appropriated  to  this  bene- 
volent object,  and  although  it  is  in  partial  operation,  it  vs'ill 
require  an  additional  appropriation  to  complete  the  build- 
ings, and  make  such  other  improvements  as  are  deemed  in- 
dispensable to  enable  it  to  answer  the  important  purposes  for 
which  it  was  erected. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  adduce  arguments  to  prove  the  im- 
portance of  this  institution,  or  to  recommend  it  to  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Representatives  of  an  enlightened  and  benevo- 
lent constituency. 

Other  States  with  a  liberality  and  public  spirit  worthy  of 
admiration,  have  at  great  expense  established  similar  insti- 
tutions ;  many  of  which  are  in  successful  operation,  reflect- 
ing imperishable  honor  on  their  projectors.  Tennessee  hav- 
ing embarked  in  the  same  benevolent  cause,  the  cause  of 
justice,  humanity  and  philanthropy,  will  not  abandon  it,  or 
withhold  from  it  such  jiationage  as  will  make  it  indeed  an 
Asylum  for  that  unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens  on  whom 
the  hand  of  misfortune  has  fallen  with  its  heaviest  weight. 

JManiifactiires,  .^jriciihure,  &c. 

To  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  common 
country  is  the  highest  duty,  as  well  as  the  most  ardent  de-  i 
sire  of  every  patriot.  It  is  for  this  purpose  you  have  been 
chosen  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest ;  it  is  for  this  pur- 
pose that  you  are  assembled  on  this  occasion  ;  it  is  to  you 
that  your  constituents  look  for  the  protection  of  their  rights 
and  the  advancement  of  their  interest. 

The  means  of  eflecting  these  important  ends  so  far  as  le- 
gislitive  action  can  secure  them,  has  been  confided  to  your 
hands,  and  will  doubtless  demand  your  most  deliberate  con- 
sideration. 

The  wealth  and  prosperity  of  every  community  depend 
in  a  pre-eminent  degree  upon  the  amount  of  the  production, 


labor  or  industry  of  its  citizens.  Ours  is  chiefly  a  producing 
State,  possessing  at  the  same  time  all  the  facilities  for  manu- 
factories, and  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  department 
of  labor  must  be  regarded  as  the  basis  of  our  greatest  pros- 
perity. 

The  manufacturing  interest  of  the  State  has  heretofore  re- 
ceived some  countenance  and  encouragement,  but  not  in  a 
ratio  corresponding  with  its  great  importance.  NN  l.ilst  this 
important  branch  of  labor,  so  essential  to  our  prosjicrity,  has 
received  some  legislative  protection,  it  is  matter  of  deep  re- 
gret and  astonishment  that  the  agricultural  interest  of  the 
State  seems  to  have  been  wholly  forgotten  and  neglected. 

It  has  been  justly  remarked,  that  he  who  contributed  to 
the  agricultural  improvement  of  liis  country  was  a  greater 
benefactor  than  a  hero  of  a  thousand  battles.  The  Legisla- 
ture that  shall  adopt  a  liberal  and  efficient  system  of  encour- 
agement to  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  State,  will  have  effected  miore  for  the  honor  and  perma- 
nent prosi;crity  of  the  country  than  the  establishment  of  a 
thousand  banks. 

Many  of  our  sister  States,  appreciating  the  great  impor- 
tance of  this  subject,  have  led  the  way  in  this  enterprise,  and 
the  success  which  has  attended  their  efforts  has  surpassed 
their  most  sanguine  expectations. 

We  are  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  abroad  annually 
a  large  amount  of  goods,  manufactured  of  cotton,  wool  and 
silk,  all  of  which  are  procured  at  high  and  exorbitant  prices. 
Enjoying,  as  we  do,  every  facility  for  the  manufacture  of 
these  articles  at  home,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they  can  be 
produced  at  prices  greatly  belovvf  what  they  now  cost  us.  It 
is  matter  of  astonishment  that  we  are  not  only  in  the  habit 
of  looking  abroad  for  the  supply  of  these  articles  of  comfort 
and  fancy,  but  we  are  dependent  on  our  sister  States  for 
some  of  tlie  merest  necessaries  of  life,  such  as  enter  into  the 
consumjition  of  every  family.  Thousands  of  dollars  are  em- 
ployed annually  in  the  purchase  of  the  single  article  of  flour, 
which  is  produced  by  our  sister  States  and  consumed  by  our 
citizens. 

Possessing  a  climate  and  soil  adapted  to  the  successful 
cultivation  of  wheat,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  this  drain 
on  our  resources  might  be  remedied  by  disseminating  the  ne- 
cessary information  on  this  subject.  Every  dollar  employed 
in  purchasing  articles  from  abroad  for  home  consumption,  is 
so  much  money  drawn  from  our  circulating  medium.,  and  in 
that  proportion  diminishes  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

It  is  doubtless  within  the  competency  of  our  Legislature 
to  remedy  these  evils  to  a  great  extent  by  disseminating  pro- 
per information  on  these  subjects,  and  affording  the  neces- 
sary inducements  to  our  citizens  to  correct  this  error.  In 
view  of  the  great  and  paramount  importance  of  this  subject 
to  the  interest  of  the  great  body  of  our  common  constituents, 
it  is  submitted  with  all  its  high  demands  to  the  consideration 
of  you,  their  agents  and  Representatives. 

Cc7isns  of  Voters. 

Provision  being  made  by  the  last  General  Assembly  for 
taking  the  census  of  qualified  voters  in  the  State,  prepara- 
tory to  the  re-organization  of  the  districts,  furnishing  to  eaeh 
county  its  just  and  equal  representation  in  our  legislative 
council.  Presuming  that  the  provision  of  the  law  on  this 
subject  has  been  complied  with  on  the  part  of  those  charged 
with  its  execution,  your  attention  will  be  directed  to  this 
subject. 

Each  returning  election  in  our  State  demonstrates  the  ne- 
cessity of  defining,  by  legislative  enactment,  what  are  the 
qualifications  necessary  to  entitle  a  citizen  to  vote  in  our 
elections.  Different  constructions  of  the  Constitution  on 
this  subject  obtain  in  ditli?rent  portions  of  the  State,  and  a 
law  declaratory  on  this  subject  would  settle  this  difficulty, 
and  make  the  rule  by  which  the  qualification  of  voters  should 
be  determined,  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  State. 


JAMES  C.  JONES. 


Executive  DKPAitTJtENT,^ 
Nashville,  October  19,  1841.  S 
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^Report  on  tlic  ScUiij-lUill  Bank* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  StockhoIJevs  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank, 
hcKl  November  2,  1841,  Ur.  J.  Redman  Coxe,  was  chosen 
Chairman,  and  Samuel  Allen  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Directors,  for  the  last  year,  was  then 
read  by  the  President,  and  on  motion,  accepted.  It  was  then 
moved  and  seconded,  that  the  Report  of  the  Conference, 
which  took  place  between  the  Committee  of  the  Kentucky 
Bank  and  Schuylkill  Bank,  should  be  read — adopted. 

-It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  said 
Committee  lie  on  the  table — adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  oiTered  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  confidence  of  the  Stockholders  is  un- 
diminished in  the  integrity,  faithfulness  and  zeal  of  the  pre- 
sent Directors,  and  they  tender  their  thanks  to  them  for  their 
efficient  services  during  the  past  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  appoint  five  persons  to  form 
a  ticket  to  he  supported  at  the  next  election  for  Directors. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed,  Charles  Stokes, 
Dr.  Mathews,  William  Patterson,  Robert  Burkhart  and  Da- 
vid Kirk  Patrick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Directors,  be  published 
in  two  papers. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  now  adjourn. 

J.  Redsi.vs  Coxe,  Chairman. 

Samuel  Allev,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  November  2,  1841. 


REPORT. 

The  Directors  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank  in  compliance  with 
the  retjuisitions  of  the  Charter,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Stockholders,  their  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  its  affairs. 

The  estimate  of  the  value  of  its  various  assets  has  been 
prepared  with  care,  and  the  result  may  be  relied  on  as  being 
nearly  correct,  as  under  all  circumstances  it  could  be  ar- 
rived at. 

St:\tciiieiit  of  tUc  BraucJi  tit  Port  CarTjois. 

Bills  discounted — amount  supposed  to  be  good  $114,901    93 

Real  Estate,  Mortgages  and  Judgments 55,510  72 

Over  drafts — amount  considefcd  good 3,43J  26 

§173,842  01 
From  which  deduct  amount  subject  to  checks 

of  depositors 1,078  15 

§172,764  76 


Brought  over §309,608  96 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  liabilities — 
viz :  country  bank';,  depositors,  dividends 
and  circulation 21  666  89 


§287,912  07 
Add  nett  amount  of  assets  of  the  Branch  at 

PortCarbon 172,764  76 

§450,706  83 
In  the  statement  which  was  presented  to  the  StockhoKleis 
at  their  last  annual  meeting,  (and  which  was  subsequently 
carefully  examined  and  approved  of  by  a  committee  of  your 
own  body)  tlie  value  of  the  then  remaining  assets  of  the 
Bank,  deducting  liabilities,  was  estimated  at  480,804  dollars 
—  on  comparing  it  with  the  statement  just  read,  it  will  he 
perceived  that  but  little  diminution  has  taken  place  in  the 
value  of  the  property,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  with 
proper  care  and  management,  the  full  amount  of  the  present 
estimate  may  bo  realized. 
From  the  3d  of  November,  the  date  of  last  re- 
port, to  the  Istinst.  the  receipts  of  the  Bank 

have  been $65,233  22 

And  the  disbursements  during  the  same  period      52,618  46 


Siatcment  of  tlie  Schuylkill  Bnuk  in  the  City  of 
i'liilndcIpHiaa 

Bills  discounted — amount  supposed  to  be  good  §160,656  57 
Real  Estate,  Mortgages  and  Ground  Rents  . .       97,531  54 

Overdrafts — amount  considered  good 19,692  85 

Stock,  country  notes  and  claims,  valued  at. . .       12,600  00 
Cash— amount  of  funds  on  hand.  .21,440  49 
Part  of  which  consists  of  Mississippi 

Bank   notes   and   certificates    of 

deposit. 
Their  depreciation  is  probably  ....   2,312  49 
Amount  of  available  funds 19,128  00 


Making  adifierence  in  favor  of  receijjts  oC  . . .    $1*,611  76 
To  which  if  is  added,  the  cash  on  hand  on  the 

3d  of  November,  1840 8,828  73 


§3^9,603  96  : 


You  have  the  sum  of §21 ,440  49 

the  amount  of  funds  now  in  vaults  of  the  bank.  Of  this  sum, 
about  15,000  dollars  is  shortly  to  be  paid  out  in  satisfaction 
of  a  judgment  against  the  bank,  obtained  in  March,  1840, 
by  the  assignees  of  Laussat,  for  a  deposit  of  upwards  of  §25,- 
000,  made  prior  to  the  explosion,  and  which,  when  subse- 
quently demanded,  the  bank  was  unable  to  meet.  This  sum, 
which  forms  the  principal  item  in  the  amount  due  depositors, 
the  Directors  are  prepared  to  pay  ofl",  and  which  Viiill  leave 
but  a  small  balance  on  hand  to  meet  remaining  liabilities. 

The  Directors  have  never  at  any  time  had  on  hand  since 
the  suspension  in  1839,  any  large  amount  of  money.  The 
cash  in  bank  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  December,  1839, 
as  counted  by  Directors,  was  but  §9,993  19  in  current  notes 
and  specie ;  and  although  since  that  period  the\-  have  re- 
ceived on  account  of  various  liabilities,  the  sum  of  §114,- 
616  79,  in  other  than  its  own  notes,  they  have  made  it  a 
rule  to  suffer  no  accumulation  of  money,  but  to  satisfy  all 
just  demands  against  the  institution  as  speedily  as  their 
means  would  justify. 

The  present  liabilities  of  the  bank,  agreeably  to  foregoing 
statement,  are  now  reduced  to  about  §22,700,  so  that  the  in- 
stitution will  soon  be  entirely  out  of  debt,  and  a  large  amount 
of  property  must  necessarily  accumulate,  to  be  distributed 
eventually  amongst  the  stockholders,  or  employed  in  such 
other  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  upon. 

Since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  Januarj'  last, 
the  Directors  have  regularly  met  all  demands  against  the 
bank,  either  in  specie  or  current  funds,  as  required.  Tho 
amount  of  its  notes  redeemed  since  that  period  is  §10,595, 
to  which,  if  are  added  §192,136  of  Schuylkill  notes  received 
in  payment  of  debts  due  tlic  bank  up  to  that  time,  from  17th 
of  December,  1839,  (the  period  of  suspension,)  you  have 
the  total  sura  received,  of  §202,731,  or  one  hundred  and  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  over  and  above  the 
circulation  supposed  to  be  out,  agreeably  to  the  books  of  the 
bank. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  October,  1840,  a  general  destruc- 
tion, by  burning  all  the  notes  then  on  hand,  took  place;  a 
statement  of  which  was  submitted  in  last  report ;  the  notes 
received  since  that  time,  amounting  to  §19,760  of  various 
denominations  were  destroyed  in  like  manner,  on  the  2Uth 
and  3  Jth  ultimo.  There  is  therefore  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  notes  yet  afloat  are  few  in  number,  and  must  soon  be  en- 
tirely withdrawn  from  circulation. 

The  business  at  the  Branch  at  Port  Carbon  has  been  very 
satisfactorily  conducted  during  the  last  year ;  and  under  the 
management    of   the  cfiicicnt  olTiccrs  v.-ho  have  now  the 
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charge  of  its  afi'airs,  its  debts  are  being  colIecteJ  and  secured 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  general  interest  of  the  bank 
closely  protected. 

A  committee  of  your  Directors  visited  Port  Carbon  dur- 
ing the  last  summer,  and  spent  several  days  in  investigating 
the  condition  of  the  Branch,  and  in  examining  the  various 
properties  in  which  the  bank  is  interested.  'J"hc-ir  report  on 
this  occasion  gives  in  detail  much  information  in  relation  to 
the  rjrincipa!  debtors  and  ttie  situation  and  value  of  the  seve- 
ral coal  lands  belonging  to  the  bank,  and  in  wl.ich  the  bank 
is  interested,  and  forms  tlie  basis  of  the  foregoing  valuation 
of  the  assets  of  the  Branch. 

Properly  to  understand  and  unravel  the  complicated  trans- 
actions of  an  institution  whose  operations  were  widely  ex- 
tended and  of  many  years  duration,  (he  Directors  have  be- 
stowed much  time  and  attention.  The  frauds  committed  by 
the  late  cashier  H.  J.  Levis  on  the  bank,  appear  to  have 
commenced  previous  to  18CS,  and  so  ingeniously  contrived 
ond  effected  were  many  of  them ;  that  it  has  only  been  bj' 
the  most  thorough  research  and  careful  examination  of  docu- 
ments and  papers  long  since  filed  away,  that  they  have  been 
brought  to  liglit. 

These  frauds  have  been  the  subject  of  much  speculation 
and  remark,  and  the  position  which  the  Directors  have  oc- 
cupied in  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  has  been 
one  far  from  enviable.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the 
Board  who  came  into  the  direction  about  the  time  of  the 
bank's  explosion,  and  wiio  consequently  knew  nothing  of 
the  situation  of  its  affairs,  the  majority  of  the  members  have 
taken  their  seats  since  that  time,  yet  in  sustaining  the  fallen 
fortunes  of  an  abused  institution,  they  have  become  in  a 
measure  identified  with  it,  and  the  odium  that  attaches  to 
fraud  and  dishonest3Mias  been  with  unsparing  hand  lavished 
upon  them,  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press  both  in 
this  and  a  neighboring  city  ;  conscious,  however,  of  the  rec- 
titude cf  their  conduct,  the  shafts  of  the  slanderer,  althou^-li 
annoijiii^,  have  fallen  harmlessly  at  their  feet,  and  the  Di- 
rectors have  persevered  in  the  straight  path  of  their  duty, 
amply  compensated  in  the  belief  that  their  labors  have  been 
in  a  measure  instrumental  in  saving  from  the  wreck  much 
valuable  property,  which  must  have  otherwise  been  greatly 
jeoparded,  if  not  lost,  to  the  stockholders. 

It  is  generally  known  that  an  interview  was  had  during 
the  last  summer  between  a  committee  of  this  bank  and  one 
from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  spurious  issue 
of  Kentucky  Bank  Stock,  by  its  late  agent  Hosea  J.  Levis. 
The  object  of  this  interview  was,  an  attempt  to  arrange,  or 
compromise,  the  pending  difficulty  between  the  banks, 
which,  after  .some  negotiation,  failed.  The  Committee  of 
the  Bank  of  Kentucky  on  their  return  home,  prepared  a  re- 
port to  their  stockholders  of  this  conference,  which  has  since 
been  published  to  the  world.  This  report,  wc  find  to  be 
incorrect  in  many  respects  ;  it  misrepresents  the  views  and 
motives  of  the  Committee  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank,  who  were 
anxious  for  a  settlement,  and  who  manifested  every  disposi- 
tion to  render  that  information  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the 
bank,  which  might  conduce  to  so  desirable  a  result.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  to  theBoard.of  that  conference  and 
the  correspondence  that  took  place  on  the  occasion,  the  Di- 
rectors are  willing  to  submit  to  the  stockholders  if  required. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these,  that  the  object  of  the  Kentucky 
Committee  was  not  what  it  professed  to  be  a  compromise, 
but  to  gain  information  of  the  alllurs  of  your  bank.  I]iftjr- 
mation  which  might  be  of  service  to  them  in  enabling  them 
to  decide  on  the  course  which  would  be  most  advisable  for 
them  hereafter  to  pursue.  They  came  here  without  authority 
of  the  holders  of  either  the  genuine  or  spurious  stock,  and 
without  having  recognized  or  intending  to  recognize  the 
spurious  stock  and  without  the  assurance  of  an  arrangement, 
eyen  if  the  Schuylkill  Bank  should  exhibit  to  them  all  the 
books,  documents  and  information  which  they  demanded. 

Their  object  therefore,  was,  evidently,  information  lo  sup- 
ply them  with  materials  for  a  report  to  their  own  stockhold- 
ers, which  WHS  to  be  sent  forth  amongst  the  holders  of  the 
spurious  stock,  to  inflame  their  minds  and  excite  their  indig- 
nation against  the  Directors  of  ihe  Schuylkill  Uank,  and  in- 
duce them  to  look  for  itidcmrjity  for  their  losses,  to  this  Insti- 


tution, rather  than  to  their  own.  The  question  at  issue  be- 
tween the  Schuylkill  and  Kentucky  banks,  is  a  question  of 
law,  the  merits  of  which,  are  very  imperfectly  understood. 
Years  might  elapse  before  it  could  be  settled.  'I'he  Directors 
tb.erefore,  dcejjly  feeling  their  responsiliilily  as  guardians  of 
the  interests  of  numerous  suffering  individuals,  amongst  whom 
are  not  a  few  destitute  widows  and  orjihans,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  and  without  recognizing  ihe  right  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky  to  make  any  demand  upon  the  Schuylkill  Bank, 
would  recommend,  if  practicable  an  amicable  arrangement 
or  compromise  with  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  whenever,  by 
an  assumption  of  the  spurious  stock  of  that  Bank,  or  other- 
wise, she  places  herself  in  a  posilion  to  negotiate  ;  in  that 
event,  any  proposals  for  cllecting  so  desirable  an  oliject, 
should  only  be  acceded  to,  with  the  sanction  and  approba- 
tion of  the  stockholders  of  this  Institution. 

John  P.  WtTur.niLi,,  President. 
Philadelphia,  Nov,  2,  1S41. 

Rcviciv  of  tlii.  "IVeatJitr  tie.,  for  ScpftniTljci-,  1842. 

It  is  very  uncommon  to  have  so  much  easterly  weather  as 
we  experienced  during  the  month  just  closed,  'i'wenty  days 
in  succession,  the  wind  was  from  the  eastward  ;  but  on  no 
day  was  it  boisterous,  or  any  thing  like  an  equinoctial  storm. 
It  is  true,  that  it  rained  moderately  on  the  17th.  But  we 
are  accustomed  to  look  for  something  like  a  real  equinoctial 
blow,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain  about  the  time  the  sun 
crosses  the  line.  But  these  old  acquaintances  spent  all  their 
force,  and  divested  themselves  of  their  heavy  freight  before 
reaching  the  port  of  Philadcljjhia.  Almost  the  whole  month 
was  inild  and  jileasant,  and  not  the  slightest  appearance  of 
frost  has  been  expeiicnced  this  season.  Indeed,  in  no  in- 
stance has  the  mercury  sunk  lower  tlian  52,  and  we  do  not 
look  for  frost  unless  it  sinks  below  40,  It  is  a  very  rare  oc- 
currence that  frost  keeps  off  until  October.  V.'hile  we  have 
been  disappointed  in  a  call  from  our  semi-annual  visiter  this 
season,  our  brethren  in  the  south  have  complained  bitterly 
(and  not  without  cause)  that  his  visit  to  them  has  been  one 
of  sore  visitation  !  a  brief  account  of  v.hich  we  give  as  fol- 
lows : 

A  Charleston  paper  of  Saturday,  the  18th,  says,  "the 
wind  blew  violently,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents  on  the  16th, 
and  did  great  damage  to  railroads,  canals,  rice  and  cotton 
crops,"  «S:c.  The  Augusta  paper  of  same  date  says,  '•  that 
the  storm  of  wind  and  rain  of  the  ICth  was  tremendous. — 
The  rain  fell  in  such  torrents  during  the  night,  as  to  cause  a 
rise  in  the  river  of  twenty  feet  in  cicht  hours.  The  rice  and 
cotton  crops  have  suffered  materially."  A  letter  from  Sa- 
vannah says,  "  the  present  rise  in  the  river  is  twenty  feet. — 
Hamburg  looks  like  a  doomed  cit}- ;  the  lower  part  of  the 
city  is  inundated.  V\'e  fear  that  we  shall  hear  of  serious 
damage  up  the  country,  as  the  cars  due  from  the  west  have 
not  yet  arrived."  A  letter  from  Hamburg  of  the  18th  says. 
"  since  yesterday,  our  river  has  overflov>cd  the  lower  yiart  of 
the  town,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  rain  storm.  We  are 
compelled  to  make  use  of  boats  to  get  out  of  town.  Almost 
every  one  has  had  his  goods  removed.  We  hear  the  storm 
has  been  still  more  severe  south  of  us.  Nearly  all  the  river 
plantations  near  Darien  are  overflowed,  and  much  injury  is 
sustained."  Later  accounts  say,  "  as  wc  feared,  the  elfects 
of  the  late  freshet  in  the  Savannah  river,  have  been  very  dis- 
astrous, and  every  day  only  develops  additional  losses." 

The  Cincinnati  Gaz<etlc  of  the  22d  says,  "  after  many 
weeks  of  drought,  we  have  had  a  fine  fall  of  rain,  and  it 
looks  as  if  it  would  continue." 

A  New  Orleans  paper  of  the  IT'thsays,  "  the  weather  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty-four  hours,  has  become  very  boisterous, 
and  indicates  an  ecjuinoctial  gale.  The  number  of  interments 
yesterday  were  fifty-two,  of  which  thirty-eight  were  yellow 
fever.  The  disease  shows  no  diminution  whatever,  and  the 
mortality  is  awfully  frightful.  Several  vessels  are  hourly 
expected,  filled  with  passengers,  which  may  add  fuel  to  the 
fiames.  Karcly  have  we  seen  so  much  gloom  manifested  in 
the  countenances  of  our  citizens,  as  at  the  present  time.  On 
the  10th,  the  Mcrcliant's  Exchange  was  struck  by  lightning. 
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and  damajod  to  the  amount  of  about  five  thousand  dollars. 
The  shock  was  so  heavy  as  to  prostrate  several  persons  in 
the  vicinity." 

A  late  Jamaica  paper  says,  "the  yellow  fever  is  still  rnging 
here  with  great  mortality." 

A  paper  printed  at  Cologne,  in  Germany,  in  August  last, 
says,  "  in  two  hundred  and  four  days  which  have  elapsed  of 
the  present  year,  1841,  there  have  been  ninety-two  days  of 
rain." 

.\nJ  now  to  return  from  our  digression.  The  past  month, 
taken  in  the  aggregate,  may  be  recorded  as  having  been  very 
mild  and  pleasant  in  this  latitude  at  least.  The  first  six  days 
were  nearly  as  warm  as  mid-summer.  At  mid-day,  the  mer- 
cury ranged  from  80  to  87;  after  which  the  wind  changed 
from  west  to  cast,  and  the  atmosphere  became  a  Uttle  cooler, 
but  not  uncomfortably  so  ;  as  the  mercury  did  not  sink  below 
70  at  mid  day,  only  in  two  instances,  (on  the  17th  and  30th) 
during  the  whole  month,  althougli  the  wind  continued  in 
the  eastern  board  for  twenty  days  in  succession.  There  was 
a  thunder  shower,  witli  vivid  lightning  on  the  2d,  and  some 
rain  also  fell  on  the  4th,  13th,  17th,  23d,  24th,  25ih,  28th 
and  29th.  The  quantity  which  fell  during  the  month,  was 
about  two  inches.  That  which  fell  during  the  correspond- 
ing month  of  last  year,  was  two  and  a  half  inches. 

The  average  temperature  of  the  whole  month  just  closed, 
was  67 — viz  :  at  sunrise,  62  ;  at  two  o'clock  75}> ;  and  at  10 
P.  M.  63  h.  That  of  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year, 
was  63. 

In  New  England,  there  are  forty  thousand  females  (accord- 
ing to  the  late  census)  employed  in  factories  and  manufac- 
tories of  various  kinds  ;  and  the  portion  of  them  in  Massa- 
chusetts alone,  it  is  computed,  annually  earn  four  millions 
of  dollars.  C.  P. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  1,  1841.  U.  S.  Gaz. 


Review  of  tlic  "Weather,  etc.,  for  Octolljer,  1841. 

In  looking  back  upon  our  record  of  the  weather  for  several 
years,  we  find  no  month  of  October  in  which  the  average  of 
the  cold  was  so  low  by  four  degrees  as  the  one  just  closed — 
the  average  of  the  whole  month  being  50,  viz:  at  sunrise, 
44;  2  o'clock,  53;  and  at  10  P.  M.  48.  Whereas,  the  aver- 
age of  October,  1840,  was  54,  and  that  of  1839,  was  56. — 
The  other  months  of  October,  from  1830  to  1839,  were  from 
54  to  56. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  month,  was 
very  small,  being  only  5^^  inches.  That  which  fell  during 
the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  was  within  a  fraction  of 
six  inches. 

At  sunrise  on  the  26th,  the  mercury  was  down  to  28,  which 
is  four  degrees  below  the  freezing  point,  and  ice  was  from  an 
eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick.  On  the  m.ornings  of 
the  5th,  6th,  7th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  18th,  19th,  22d, 
23d,  2ith,  25th,  26th  and  27th,  there  was  slight  frost  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city.  N.  and  N.  W.  winds  prevailed  a  great- 
er part  of  the  month,  and  there  was  but  very  little  falling 
weather.  It  was  windy  and  cloudy,  cold  and  uncomfortable, 
for  many  days  in  succession.  Indeed,  it  was  more  like  a 
November  than  an  October  month,  until  the  27th,  when  the 
wind  southed,  and  the  atmosphere  became  mild  and  soft,  and 
so  continued  until  the  month  closed. 

On  the  3d  of  the  month,  there  was  a  violent  N.  E.  rain 
storm  here  ;  but  farther  N.  and  E.,  and  upon  the  Ocean,  the 
storm  was  terrible  and  very  disastrous,  doing  a  vast  amount 
of  damage  to  shipping,  &c.  A  person  at  Salem,  (Mass.) 
kept  a  record  of  the  number  of  vessels  which  came  to  his 
knowledge,  that  were  either  lost  or  experienced  damage  in 
the  storm,  and  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  ninety  ; 
and  it  has  been  estimated  that  property  in  vessels,  goods,  &c. 
was  destroyed  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  newspapers  published  immediately  after  the  storm, 
stated  that  in  Brunswick,  (N.  .1.)  the  "storm  was  furious 
and  the  cold  intense ;  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  mingled  with 
hail  and  snow."  In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  rain  poured 
and  the  wind  blew  a  gale  all  day  and  night,  carryins  awn- 
ings and  branches  of  trees  before  it  like  feathers,  and  doin" 
considerable  damage  to  shipping,  &c.     It  was  very  similar 


in  New  Haven,  and  flirtlier  north  and  east,  where  it  also 
snowed  and  hailed,  and  the  wind  blew  a  gale.  The  Green 
Mountains  of  Vermont,  and  the  White  Hills  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  Catskill  and  Highlands  in  New  York, 
were  all  covered  with  snow  on  the  morning  of  the  4tli,  which 
is  very  uncommon,  indeed,  so  early  in  the  season.  From 
thirty  to  forty  vessels,  principally  fishing  schooners,  owned 
in  Gloucester  and  Marblehead,  were  entirely  lost,  with  a 
part  of  their  crews.  Among  the  vessels  particularly  mention- 
ed, was  the  schooner  Forest,  with  all  her  crew,  by  which 
thirty-one  children  are  left  fatherless.  There  were  also  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  vessels  lost  on  C:ipe  Cod,  and  fifty 
dead  bodies  drifted  on  shore.  The  crews  of  those  vessels 
must  have  numbered  as  many  as  three  hundred  persons  at 
least.  The  Boston  Patriot  of  the  8th,  says :  "  Reports  of 
disasters  at  sea,  by  the  storm  and  gale  of  the  3d,  still  con- 
tinue to  reach  us."  A  Quebec  paper  of  October  4,  says 
"  that  the  Amanda,  Captain  Davis,  from  Limerick,  (Ireland) 
with  passengers,  was  lost  on  Metis  Point,  and  forty-one  per- 
sons perished.  It  was  only  in  May  last  that  the  Minstrel, 
from  Limerick,  was  lost  near  the  same  place,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  passengers,  and  eleven  of  the  crew 
perished." 

On  the  8th  of  October,  there  was  a  severe  hail  storm  at 
Utica,  (N.  Y.)  which  destroyed  much  glass,  and  did  other 
damage.  The  hail  was  as  large  as  walnuts,  and  laid  upon 
the  ground  in  drifts  the  next  morning.  On  the  24th,  snow 
fell  in  Geneva,  (N.  Y.)  to  the  depth  of  four  inches.  It  also 
fell  on  the  same  day  at  Pittsburg,  and  in  various  other  places 
both  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  N^ew  York,  from 
two  to  four  inches.  On  the  25th  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow  at  Montreal ;  but  the  newspaper  does  not  say  how 
heavy  or  how  deep. 

In  August  last,  a  dreadful  storm  was  experienced  at  Mos- 
cow, by  which  two  hundred  and  fifty  houses  were  unroofed, 
and  much  other  damage  sustained. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  1,  1841.  C.  P. 

U.  S.  Gaz. 


METEOUOLOGICAIi  SUBIMART, 

For  Ocfjber,  1841. 

Mean  temperature, 

49.31° 

"     dew  point. 

27.26° 

"     pressure. 

30.12  inches 

Maximum  temperature. 

65° 

Minimum             "         on  the  26lh, 

27° 

Range, 

38° 

Greatest  diurnal  variation  on  29th, 

28° 

Least             "             «      on  Sd, 

4° 

Mean  of  diurnal  variations, 

15.25° 

Warmest  day  the  12th, 

61° 

Coldest       "           25th, 

37.50° 

Maximum  of  dew  point  on  3 1st, 

57° 

Minimum             "               2oth, 

13° 

Range, 

44° 

Maximum  of  barometer  on  28ih, 

30.54  inches 

Minimum                 "           20th, 

29.60 

Range, 

94       " 

Clear  days. 

19.25 

Cloudy     " 

9 

Rain, 

1.75 

Fog, 

1 

Number  of  davs  on  which  rain  fell, 

8 

Winds  from  W.  to  N. 

:  23  days. 

N.  to  E. 

8 

"           E.  to  S. 

1 

S.  to  W. 

9h       " 

Amount  of  rain, 

3.1 9  inches. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  November  1st,  1841. 

S  I  L  Iv  . 

We  have  been  favored  by  a  friend  with  several  beautiful 
specimens  of  silk,  jiroduced,  spun  and  dyed,  at  the  planta- 
tion of  Mr.  George  McMichael,  in  Orangeburgh  District. — 
Such  a  fine  sample  speaks  favorably  of  the  capacity  of  South 
Carolina  to  sustain  the  silk  culture. —  C/iar.  Courier. 
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HasiSi  IJlvSilenjls 


Mi\  Editor — I  hare  prepared  the  four  folloivin^  Tables,  in  tvJiich  arc  contained  the  names  of  the  25  banks  now  in 
...jclaring'  dividends,  and  the  rate  and  amount  of  dividends  for  each  of  the  10  years,  from  ISoti  to  1841,  or  since  tlieii 
cent,  per  annum  ;   tlie  second,  those -mhose  rate  has  averai^ed  6  per  cent.;  the  third,  those  ivhose  rate  has  avera'^ed 


Names  of  Banks. 


Incorpo- 
rated. 


1832. 


Capital. 


Dividend. 
April  -Z. 


Capital. 


DIVIDENDS. 


Atlantic 

Atlns 

City 

Granite 

Hamilton  . . . . 

Market 

Massachusetts. 

North 

Shawmut  . . . . 

South 

State 

Traders' 

Tremont 

Union 

Washington . . 


1823 
1833 
1822 
1832 
1828 
1832 
1784 
1825 
1836 
1833 
1811 
1831 
1814 
1792 
1825 


Tots 


§500,000 
1,000.000 


800,000 
750,000 


1,800,000 
600,009 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 


pr  ct. 


$7,150,000 


2.40 
3J 


n 

4A 

2i 


$500,000 

1 .000,000 

500,000 

800,000 
750,000 


1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 


Oct.  1. 


Total. 


Amount. 


$7,650,000 


3  pr  ct. 
3       " 

si'"" 

3'      " 


3 

2-.^ 

"I 


G 
6 


4.90 


5^ 

7-i 

5| 

5 

5^ 


per  cent. 


$30,000 
60,000 
12,500 

39,200 

46,875 


99,000 
37,500 
27,500 
40,000 
26,250 


5.65  36-37  \   $418,825 


Table  1. 


Names  of 
Banks. 

1835. 

1836. 

Capital. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Capital. 

$500,000 
500,000 

1,000.000 
500,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
800,000 
750,000 

500,000 
1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 

DIVIDEND^. 

April  6. 

Oct.  5. 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  4. 

Oct.  3.         Total. 

1 

Amount. 

Atlantic 

Atlas 

City 

§500,0003  pr.  ct. 

.500,000  4     " 
1,000,000  3     " 

3  pr.  ct. 
3     " 
3i  " 
3"  " 
3     " 
3     " 
2i  " 
3     " 

2J  " 
3     " 
3     " 
3     " 
3     " 

6     per  cent, 

7 

6A 

3" 

6 

6 

5 

6 

5|         " 

6 

6 

6 

$30,000 
35,000 
65,000 
15,000 
30,000 
30,000 
40,000 
45,000 

12,500 
94,500 
30,000 
30,000 
44,000 
30,000 

3  pr.  ct. 
3     " 
3     « 
3     « 
3     " 
3     " 

n  " 

3     " 

3    "" 

2A  " 
3'   " 
3     " 

2i  " 

2|  " 

1 
3  pr.  ct.  6     per  cent, 
3     "      6           " 
H  "      6-^ 
3     "     '6 
3     «      6 
3    "     'e          " 

3     "     16 " 

....    1        

3     "      6 

7^  "10 

3     "      G           " 

3     "      6 

3     "      5i         " 

3     "      5| 

§30,000 
30,000 
6.5,000 
30,000 
30,000 
45,000 
20,000 
45,000 

30,000 
180,000 
30,000 
30,000 
44,000 
28,750 

Granite 

Hamilton 

Market 

Massachusetts'. 

North 

Shawmut 

South 

State 

Traders' 

Tremont 

Union 

Washington  . . 

500,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
750,000 

500,000 
1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 

3     " 

3     " 
2,^  " 
3     " 

2?t  " 
2I  " 
3     " 
3     " 
2.^  " 
3'  " 

'I'otal 

9,650,000 

....    i     Av. 

5.50  .50-193  $531,000 

10,1.50,000 

,     Av.  |6.44   19-99 

$637,750 

Table  I. 


Names  of  Banks. 


Atlantic 

Atlas 

City 

Granite 

Hamilton 

Market , 

Massachusetts . 

North 

Shawmut 

South , 

State 

Traders' 

Tremont 

Union 

Washington  . , 


18.39. 


Capital. 


Total $10,450,000 


$500,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
800,000 
750,000 
500,000 
500,000 

1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 


B1TIDEND3. 


1840. 


dividk:sds. 


April  1.    Oct.  7.        Total.        Amount. ,  April  6 


3  pr.  ct. 

3  " 

I3  .. 

,3  " 

,2J  « 

M  " 

|3 

■3  " 

^h  " 

2i  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 


3  pr.  ct. 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 
2 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3  " 


Av. 


6  per  cent. 

6 
6 
6 

4|       " 

5i 

G 

G         " 

5i 

5J        " 

6 

6 

0 

6 


$30,000  I     

60,000  3  pr.  ct. 
30,000  '2A  " 
30,000  3'  " 
43,500  I  .... 
44,000  2i  " 
45,000  ■  ". . . . 
30,000  I  .... 
27,500  3  " 
103,500  |2j  " 
30,000  3  " 
30,000  j3  " 
48,000  3 
30,000 


5.  fa  139-2 11, $58 1, .500 


Oct.  5.  i       Total.        Amount 


2  pr.  ct,  2  per  cent. 


3 

2i 
3 

n 

3 

3 

■■> 

-v 

3 
3 
3 
3 

0  3 


u 
a 


2 

6 

5 

6 

I 

5 

3 

3 

5 

H 

6 
6 
6 

5| 


Av. 


4.57  37-209 


$10,000 
10,000 
60,000 
2.5,000 
30,000 

40,000 
23,500 
15,000 
25,000 
103,500 
30,000 
30,000 
48,000 
28,750 


1^477,750 
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in  Host  on. 

operatio7i  in  Boston,  and  the  years  in  which  tliey  -were  incorporated,  together  -with  the  amount  of  caltital  at  the  time  of 
have  been  incorporated.  The  first  table  includes  those  banks,  whose  rate  of  dividends  have  averai^ed  less  than  6  per 
more  than  6  per  cent.  ;  and  the  fourth,  a  recapitulation. 


Names  of 
Banks. 

1833. 

1834. 

Capital- 

DIVIDENDS. 

Capital. 

DIVIDKNUS. 

A  p.  2. 

3  pr.  ct- 

3     " 

3     " 
3     " 
3     " 
3i  « 

2i'"' 

3     " 
3     " 

2i  " 
2|  " 

Oct.  7. 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  7.  Oct.  6. 

Total. 
6     per  cent. 
6 

g" 

6 
5 
3 

6 

5-^ 
6 

n 

5| 
5 

Amount. 

Atlantic 

Atlas 

:^500,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
750,000 

1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 

8,150,000 

3  pr.  ct. 
3     " 

3    '" 

H  " 

2i  " 

O  I     If 
•J  4 

3     " 

3     " 
3     " 
3     " 

2.^  " 

6     per  cent. 

G 

6 

6^ 
5^ 
6i 

5J 

G 

G 

5Ji 

5-i 

$30,000 

60,000 

30,000 
31,250 
44,000 
48,750 

103,500 
30,000 
30,000 
44,000 
27,500 

500,000  3  pr.  ct.  3  pr.  ct. 
1  000.000  3     "      -^     " 

630,000 

60,000 
22,500 
30,000 
30,000 
40,000 
22,500 

30,000 
99,000 
30,000 
30,000 
44,000 
25,000 

$493,(100 

1   CitY 

1  *- '  0 

Granite 

Hanult.on 

Market 

Massachusetts  . 

North 

Shawmut 

South 

State 

500,000  3     " 
500,000  3     " 
500,000|3     " 
800,000  2^  " 
750,000  3     " 

500,000  3     " 
1,800,000  2.i  " 
500,000  3     " 
500.000  3     " 
800,000  3     « 
500,000  2i   « 

3     « 
3     « 

2^  " 

3    '" 
3     " 
3     " 
3     " 

H  " 

2     " 

Traders' 

Treniont 

Union 

Washington  . . 

Total 



Av. 

5.87  119-163 

§479,000 

§9,150,000 

1     Av. 

5.38  146-183 

Continued. 


Names  of  Banks. 


1S37. 


Capital, 


DIVIDENDS. 


April  3.    Oct.  2.        Total.      |  Amount. 


Atlantic '  §500,000  j3  pr.  ct. 

Atlas '■'  500,000  |      

City 1,000,000  j3i     " 

Granite 500,000  13 

Hamilton '  500,000  |3       " 

Market '  1,000,000  3       " 

Massachusetts 800,000  .2h     " 

North '  750,000  's       "■ 

Shawmut 500,000  |3       " 

South 500,000  3       " 

State 1.800,000  ,2^     " 

Traders' 500,000  3       '•• 

Tremont 500,000  i3       " 

Union 800,000  j3       " 

Washington 500,000  |  U     " 

'    Total ~  §10,650.000  |      

ConlinEjec!. 


3  pr.  ct. 

3  " 

3  « 

3  « 

3  " 

3  " 

2  « 

2^  " 

3"  " 

3  " 


2^ 


Av. 


6  per  cent. 


H 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

5 

5^ 

5^ 

6 

5 

5A 

3i 


§30,000 

65,000 
30,000 
30,000 
60,000 
48,000 
45,000 
25,000 
27,500 
99,000 
30,000 
25,000 
44,000 
17,500 


1838. 


DIVIDENDS. 


April  2.    Oct.  1.         Total.         Amount 


5.40  60-71  §576,000 


3  pr.  ct. 

3  " 

2  " 

2  " 

2  " 

3  " 
3  « 
21  « 


3  pr.  Gt.  3   per  cent. 


3 

3^ 

3 

3 

o  1 

3' 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 


6 

3^ 

6 

3 

\H 

4 

5 

,3 
5 
6 
6 

5i 
Ai 


Av. 


§15,000 

60,000 
17,500 
30,000 
30,000 
36,000 
30,000 
25,000 
15,000 
90,000 
30,000 
30,000 
44,000 
22,500 


4-46  2-513  §475,000 


Names  of  Banks. 


Atlantic 

Atlas 

City 

Granite , 

Hamilton 

Market 

Massachusetts . 

North , 

Shawmut 

South 

State 

Traders' 

Tremont 

Union 

Washinston  . . 


1841. 


Capital. 


§500,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 
500,000 
500,000 
560,000 
800,000 
750,000 
500,000 
500,000 

1,800,000 
500,000 
500,000 
800,000 
500,000 


Total §10,210.000 


DIVIDENIS. 


Aprils.     Oct.  4. 


3  pr.  ct. 


3 
3 

3 

n 

3 

o 

k 

3 
3 
3 


3  pr.  ct. 

2^  " 

3  " 

3  " 

3J  " 

3  " 

2i  " 

3'  " 

2  " 
I  " 

3  " 
3  " 


Total. 


Av. 


G       per  cent. 
5 

G  " 

6 

3i 

6 

5  « 

6  " 
4  " 
3^ 

3 
6 
6 


Amount. 


§30,000 
25,000 


DIVIDENDS. 


1832.   1833.   1834.   1835. 


6  pr.  ct.  6  pr.  ct. 


30,000 

30,000 

19,600 

48,000 

37,500 

30,000 

20,000 

67,500 

15,000 

30,000  l5i 

48,000  '5 

27,500  5^- 


4.90 
6i 


4.48  692-1021  §45«.100 


T 

5A 
6i 


5| 
6 
6 
5A 


6  pr.  cl. 

6  " 

4^  " 

6  " 

6  " 

5  " 
3  " 

6  " 
5i  " 
6  " 
6  " 
5J  S 
5  " 


6  pr. 

7 

H 

3 

0 
6 
5 
6 

h" 

H    ' 

6  ' 
6  ' 
5i  ' 
6   ' 


ct. 
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Table  I.  CoiillES53e«l!. 


Names  of  Banks. 

DIVIDENDS. 

1836. 

1837. 

18 

38. 

1839. 

1840. 

1841. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Atlantif* 

6  pr.  ct. 
6 

H     " 
6       " 
6       " 
6       " 
2A     " 
6       " 

6       " 

10       " 

6       " 

6       " 

5i     " 
5i     " 

6  pr.  ct. 

6.',     " 
6       " 
6       " 
6       " 
G       " 
6       " 

5  " 
5i     " 
5|     " 

6  " 
5       " 
5*     " 
3i     " 

3  pr 

6 

3h 

6 

3 

4i 

4 

5 

3 

5 

6 

6 

5i 

4i 

.  ct. 

li 
a 
a 
a 

" 
it 

u 
li 
a 
a 
u 
li 
li 

6  pr 

6 
6 
6 

4J 

H 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 
6 

.  ct. 

<( 
ii 
il 
(i 
ti 

C( 

a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 

2  pr.  ct. 

o          a 

6       " 

5  '• 

6  " 

5       " 

3  " 

3       " 

5  " 
55     « 

6  " 
6       " 
6       " 
55     •' 

6  pr.  ct. 

5  " 

G       " 

6  " 
3i     " 
6'     " 

5  " 

6  " 
4       " 
35     " 
3       « 
6       " 
6       " 
5A     " 

53     per  cent. 

20 

55i 

40 

56  i 

41i 

49.90     " 

515 

25 

37^ 

575 

58^         " 

58i 

56 

525 

$265,000 
100,000 
555,000 
200.000 
282,500 
289,350 
399,200 
388,125 
125,000 
187,500 

1,039,500 
292,500 
292,500 
448,000 
263,750 

j\tlas 

(Jjly     

Ilassachusctts 

]\'orth    

SoQtli        

Stale       

Traders' 

Washington 

•   •  >   • 



•- 

•■ 



.... 

Ag.  av. 

52.99  3063-4838 

$5,127,925 

TaMe  I.  Ccsilisatied!. 


Names  of  Banks. 

Years. 

LOSS  OF  INTEUEST. 

INT. 

peh  asx. 

Aggregate 
capital. 

Average  rate  of 
dividend. 

Per  cent. 

Amount. 

Pr.  ct. 

Amount. 

Adantir  ..>....•••••• 

10 

7 
10 

8 

9h 

9 
10 
10 

5 

8 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

7     per  cent. 

22 
4^ 
8 

121 

10  1-10  " 

81 

5 
101 

U 
1.^ 
4' 

7-h 

g35,000 

110,000 

45.000 

40,000 

2,500 

101,250 

80,800 

61,875 

25,000 

52,500 

40,500 

7,500 

7,500 

32,000 

36,250 

60 
42 
00 
48 
57 
54 
60 
60 
30 
48 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 

$300,000 
210,000 
600,000 
240,000 
285,00 'J 
390,600 
480,000 
4,50,000 
150,000 
240,000 

1,080,000 
300,000 
300,000 
480,000 
300.000 

$5,000,000 
3,500,000 

10,000,000 
4,000.000 
4.750,000 
6,510,000 
8,000,000 
7,500.000 
2,500,000 
4,000,000 

18,000.000 
5,000,000 
5,000,000 
8,000,000 
5,000,000 

5 .  30         per  cent. 

2.85  5-7         " 

5.55 

5 

5.94  14-29     " 

4.44  102-217" 

4.99 

5.17^              " 

5 

4.68| 

5.77^ 

5.85* 

5.85 

5.60 

5.27^ 

Atla*?         

City 

TTimilton 

Market    

\Tns'iafhiisf*tts 

Norih 

South 

State 

Prndprs 

'^Prnniont 

Union. 

Wasliington 

Total 

Av. 

7.001775-4838 

§677,675 



$5,805,600 

§96,760,000 

5.29  9321-9676 

We  commence  above,  the  publication  of  a  valuable  article,  furnished  b}'  a  correspondent,  on  the  Bank  Dividends  in 
Boston,  for  the  last  ten  years.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days  or  weeks,  as  wc  have  room,  we  shall  insert  another  portion  of 
the  article. — Boston  ^Mei-ccmlile  Journa!, 

[Table  II.  will  appear  in  next  number.] 


Debt  of  Texas. 

The  following  is  the  present  public  debt  of  Texas,  exclu- 
sive of  the  bonds,  sold  by  the  Loan  Commi.ssioners. 

Audited  drafts  funded $    795,351 

Promissory  notes  funded,  previous  to 

the  1st  of  July,  1840,  in  10  per  cent. 

fund 781,379 

liSnd  scri])  funded 80,348 

Eight  per  cent,  bonds 849,900 

Promissory  notes 2,944,988 

Navy  drafts 125,000 

Interest  on  10  per  cent,  funded  debt  to 

the  1st  November,  1841 188,085 

Interest  on  8  per  cent,  bonds  to  the  1st 

November,  1841 71,394 

^5,827,909 

First  Snow. 

The  Cumberland  (Md.)  Civilian  of  this  morning  says, 
we  had  the  first  fall  of  snow  this  season,  on  Sunday  evening 
last  24tli  Oct.  For  several  hours  the  appearance  was  as  in 
niid-winter.  On  the  next  daj',  however,  the  snow  soon  dis- 
appeared before  the  genial  rays  of  the  sun.     In  the  moun- 


tains west  of  this,  we  learn,  the  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of 
fovr  inches,  and  laid  on  the  ground  several  days.  We  were 
visited  with  the  the  first  full  of  snow  last  season,  on  the  25th 
of  October. 

Cotton  Pai-isJJij?  Extraordinary, 

Mr.  J.  Sims,  Overseer  for  Gen.  Wm.  Irwin,  of  Henry 
county,  Alabama,  packed  in  one  day,  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
thirty-two  square  bales  of  cotton,  averaging  478  pounds, 
with  a  common  square  threaded  screw,  with  eight  hands. — 
Mr.  Sims  challenges  the  whole  world,  and  part  of  'J'exas  to 
beat  it,  and  if  they  can  "  come  it,"  he  will  then  do  his  best. 

[Foi-t  Gaines  TVliig. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  GOVF.nSOR   McDO.VALI)  OF  GEOnOIA. 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Ttepresentatives  : 
Derati^ed  state  of  the  currenci/. 

Of  all  the  subjects  entitled  to  yuur  consideration  during 
your  present  session,  the  still  deranged  state  of  the  currency 
presents  the  most  delicate  and  embarrassing.  It  is  an  evil 
that  cannot  be  corrected  in  a  day  ;  and  it  is  less  in  your  pow- 
er to  remove  existing  diflicuities,  than  to  prevent  tlieir  recur- 
rence by  wise  and  wholesome  legislation.  What  is  the  pro- 
per remedy  for  the  mischief,  has  been  a  question  of  absorbing 
interest  to  the  whole  nation.  A  great  diversity  of  opinion 
exists  in  relation  to  it  amongst  our  most  distinguished  and 
enlightened  statesmen.  Some  regard  a  National  Bank  as 
the  only  means  of  relief.  Its  advocates  allege  that  its  notes 
when  undepreciated,  are  of  almost  universal  and  uniform 
credit,  it  commands  a  confidence  but  little  short  of  that  of  the 
people  in  the  government.  Experience,  however,  has  proved 
that  such  an  institution  is  not  entitled  to  so  large  a  share  of 
the  public  faith,  and  that  it  is  liable  to  the  same  casualties  of 
other  banks,  with  this  additional  and  condemning  disadvan- 
tage, that  when  misfortunes  befal  it,  the  people  are  subjected 
to  a  double  taxation  ;  first  in  the  depreciation  of  its  notes, 
and  secondly  to  duties  and  imposts  for  its  relief. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  men  of  morals  and  capacity 
superior  to  those  who  are  found  to  manage  local  institutions, 
are  to  be  obtained  to  administer  its  aOaira.  Those  who 
conduct  it  will  be  liable  to  the  same  influences ;  will  extend 
credits  in  times  of  high  prosperih' ;  contract  bad  debts,  mis- 
judging the  circumstances  of  applicants  fjr  its  favor  ;  afford 
facilities,  and  perhaps  be  concerned  in  associations  for  specu- 
lation ;  call  in  its  debts  in  times  of  general  embarrassment, 
thereby  adding  to  the  distresses  of  the  unfortunate,  and  giv- 
ing opportunities  to  a  favored  few  to  purchase,  on  private 
•  account,  property  sold  at  ruinous  sacrifices;  lend  its  funds 
to  political  men,  who,  generally,  of  all  others,  are  least  apt  to 
apply  them  to  wise  purposes,  and  are  not  always  remarkable 
for  punctuality  ;  and  embark  its  means  in  hazardous  enter- 
prises, regardless  of  the  interests  of  the  government  and  its 
other  proprietors.  I'his  is  not  all ;  it  will  enter  the  field  of 
political  contest  and  assume  the  control  of  the  government 
and  its  operations;  and,  bringing  the  press  and  public  coun- 
cils under  its  authority,  it  will  acquire  a  power,  ultimately, 
that  the  nation  cannot  resist,  and  to  which  the  people  must 
Eubmit ;  all  the  while  abstracting  from  their  pockets  the 
means  of  maintaining  its  unjust  dominion  oter  them. 

The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

That  these  objections  are  well  founded,  is  fully  established 
by  the  developments  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  just  terminated  a  career  of  profligacj' and  corrup- 
tion without  a  precedent  in  the  history  of  the  countrj-.  This 
instuution  was  originally  charteied  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  went  into  operation  under  the  most  favor- 
able auspices.  With  a  substantial  capital  of  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars  it  commenced  business,  having  the  reve- 
nue of  the  nation  to  Eustain  it,  and  in  the  chert  period  of 
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eighteen  months  was  driven  to  tlie  necessity  of  making  cur- 
tailments which  crippled  the  commerce  of  the  Union,  At 
the  expiration  of  twenty-seven  months  it  was  brought  to  the 
verge  of  failure,  and  was  forced  to  throw  itself  on  the  public 
treasury  to  rescue  it  from  ruin.  The  officers  of  some  of  its 
branches  had  abused  the  confidence  of  the  Government  and 
stockholders,  and  abstracted  its  means  upon  securities  doubly 
pledged,  trusting  to  the  success  of  wild  speculations  to  ena- 
ble them  to  meet  their  engagements.  A  clnnge  of  adminis- 
tration was  enLcted,  and  a  genllemnn  was  placed  at  its  head 
who,  after  bringing  order  out  of  chaos,  resigned.  Its  desti- 
nies were  then  committed  to  a  man  who  brought  with  him, 
it  was  supposed,  every  qualification  of  character  and  ability 
to  insure  its  honest  management,  with  profit  to  the  proprie- 
tors and  benefit  to  tlie  nation.  It  was  so  conducted  as  to 
propitiate  general  confidence,  and  it  acquired  a  reputation 
and  influence  which  was  almost  irresistible  by  those  who 
deemed  its  establishment  unwise  and  unwarranted  b}-  the 
Uonstituiion.  It  had  command  of  the  public  treasure,  and 
was  master  of  a  credit  which  enabled  it  to  control  the  mone- 
tary operaiions  of  the  countr}'.  Its  afTairs \Acrc  all  the  while 
secret,  and  continued  so,  until  a  ray  of  light  was  thrown 
upon  them  by  the  imperfect  investigation  of  a  committee  of 
Congress.  It  was  then  discovered  that  its  great  prosperity 
was  resting  on  a  dubious  foundation — that  the  mopt  inKuen- 
tial  presses  in  the  country  had  been  subsidized  by  heavy 
loans — that  members  of  Congress,  of  commanding  talents, 
had  been  feed,  as  professional  men,  to  represent  its  interest 
in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  that  toothers  accommoda- 
tions to  enormous  amounts  had  been  conceded.  If  there 
was  nothing  unusual  in  this,  it  gave  ri^e  to  strong  suspicions 
that  its  purpose  was  to  wield  its  gigantic  means,  levied  in 
part  b}'  taxes  on  the  people,  to  perpetuate  itself  upon  the 
country  and  to  interfere  with  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
It  furnished  evidence  also,  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  were  in  danger  of  being  subjected  to  its  dominion, 
and  the  nation  controlled  by  its  power.  From  lieing  a  mere 
appendage  to  the  Government  it  assumes  to  be  greater  than 
the  Government  itself.  But  its  arrogance  was  arrested  by 
the  great  man  then  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  who  could 
neither  be  won  by  it^  smiles,  nor  terrified  by  its  frowns. — 
When  it  was  found  ib.at  tiie  limit  fixed  for  its  existence  by 
the  act  creating  it,  could  not  be  transcended,  it  resorted  to 
the  expedient  of  invoking  from  a  State  a  charter,  by  which 
it  might  escape  the  exposure  of  its  condition,  which  must 
necpBsarily  have  taken  place  at  the  closing  of  its  atlairs, 
hoping,  no  doubt,  under  this  shicid  to  protect  itself  until,  by 
obtaining  a  grant  from  Congress,  it  could  be  restored  to  its 
former  privileges  and  powers.  It  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
charter,  and  with  the  same  stockholders,  save  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  same  assets,  a  new  organization  took  place, 
under  a  cognomen  admirably  adapted  to  secure  tho  confi- 
dence it  acquired  while  it  wielded  the  public  funds.  Every 
step  it  took,  however,  exposed  its  decrepid  condition.  Its 
fraudulent  issue  of  the  notes  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  when  thwarted  in  this,  its  hurried  resort  to  foreign 
loans,  and  its  engagement  in  cotton  and  other  unjustiliabia 
speculations,  made  it  manifest  that  all  its  operations  were  the 
wild,  indigested  and  misdirected  efforts  of  desperation. 

Finding  as  little  favor  with  the  present  as  wi-h  the  former 
administration  of  the  Genera!  Government,  and  being  over- 
whelmed with  difficulties,  it  was  forced  to  yield  to  circum- 
stanccsj-and  a  stale  of  things  was  divulged'  is'bich  covered 
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its  once  ilistinguishcJ  managers  with  infnm}',  an  1  disclosed 
to  the  stockhnlJers  that  their  entire  interest  had  been  racri- 
ficed  by  those  in  whose  honor  anJ  integfit}'  ihey  had  con- 
fided. The  loss  of  this  institution  cannot  be  less  thr\n 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars.  Its  notes  arc  nt  a  heavy  dis- ' 
count,  and  it  is  no',  yet  ascertained  that  they  can  be  redeem- 
ed, aficr  appropriaiing  the  whole  stock  and  other  a.^sets  to 
this  object.  This  is  the  finale  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Had  it  contlnuod  to  be  the  depository  of  the  public 
funds,  it  might  longer  have  coiiccaled  it^^  situation  and  main-  | 
tuined  its  credit,  but  its  actual  condition  would  have  been  no 
better.  Re.>soniii;^  from  data  alibrded,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  its  losses  would  have  been  i-till  greater;  and  it  is  cle^r 
that  the  revenue  of  the  country  must  either  have  been 
equandered  or  used  to  relieve  it  from  ils  embarrassments  — 
VVith  this  experience  before  the  country,  how  can  it  be 
pretended  that  it  is  wise  to  establish  such  tn  insti'.ution  to 
aid  in  maniging  the  tinancial  concerns  of  t'le  Government, 
or  to  regulate  the  currency  between  different  sections  of  the 
Union.  In  times  of  prosperity,  when  e.Kchangos  are  low,  it 
is  not  needed  ;  but  when  adversity  comes,  it  plunders  and 
destrojs,  or  is  pressed  and  powerless,  and  in  cither  case  adds  ! 
to  the  general  caia.mity.  ] 

liemedy  for  iJie  diseases  of  the  cximncy.  \ 

In  order  that  a  proper  and  practicable  remedy  may  be  pro- 
vided for  the  diseases  of  the  currency,  it  is  necessary  that 
their  causes  should  be  t'loroughly  inve;,t:galed.  It  is  un-  , 
questionable,  that  the  almost  indefinite  multiplication  of 
banks  has  had  a  principal  agency  in  brin^in^  about  the  state 
of  thing=;  now  so  much  dc[ilored.  I'he  facility  with  which 
these  institutions  can  manufacture  what  is  intended  to  be 
the  representative  of  money,  presents  a  strong  tcm;)tation  to 
the  cupidity  of  man  to  embark  in  (he  enterprise  of  banking  ' 
without  ca[>:ta!.  A  charter  is  asked  for,  and  the  plausible 
ground  is  taken  that  additional  hanking  capital  is  demanded 
by  the  city  or  town  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  ih.e  ' 
institution.  It  is  granted  ;  and  the  incorporated  gentlemen, 
to  comply  with  the  precautionary  regulations  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, borrow  for  a  few  days  the  amount  of  specie  required 
to  be  placed  in  the  vaults  before  operations  can  be  com- 
menced. The  bank  opens  under  these  auspices,  the  specie 
is  returned  to  its  proper  owner,  and  the  notes  of  the  stock- 
holders are  substituted  for  it;  and  on  this  unsafe,  fraudulent 
and  unsubstantial  foundation,  rest  many  of  these  corporations. 
In  such  cases  of  unqucstionalde  imposition,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Legislature  has  the  power  to  abrogate  the  charter,  and 
it  ought  to  be  unhesitatingly  exercised.  I?anks  are  not  cre- 
ated for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors,  further  than  to  offer 
them  a  profitable  investment  of  actual  capital.  The  object 
of  the  Legislature  is  not  to  enable  the  capitalist  to  mnke 
interest,  but  to  present  before  him  inducements  to  give  activi- 
ty to  his  money  fur  the  benefit  of  the  communi'y  ;  to  bring 
it  into  trade  ;  to  increase  the  facilities  of  commerce  ;  and  en- 
large the  sources  of  general  prosperity.  All  cflbrts  to  evade 
and  thwart  tliese  purposes  should  be  made  highly  penal,  and 
the  corporate  privileges  of  banks  violating  the  letter  or  spirit 
of  their  o;ganic  law,  be  abridged,  or  annulled,  according  to  . 
the  enormity  of  the  offence.  They  are  no  more  beyond  the 
reach  of  legislation  than  natural  persons.  Their  capacity 
for  mischief  in  inseparable  from  the  power  given  them  for 
good.  This  is  necessarily  tlic  case,  and  they  should  bo  re- 
strained by  salutary  laws  from  perverting  this  power  to  mis-  \ 
chievou6  ends. 

If  the  pojition  be  correct,  that  banking  privileges  should 
b«  conferred  on  those  alone  who  have  an  actual  surplus  capi- 
tal, not  needeil  to  he  employed  in  any  other  way,  might  it 
not  be  a  wise  regulation,  that  a  loan  made  dirfdly  or  indi- 
i;ertly  to  a  stockholder,  should  involve  a  forfeiture  of  his  1 
stock,  or  of  the  charter  ?     A  lo.in  to  a  stockholder  is  an  ab- 
Btraction  of  so  much  of  the  capital,  for  which  his  note  is  sub-  ', 
slitutcd.     Tiie  argument  that  the  note  of  a  stockholder  may  : 
be  made  as  good  as  that  of  any  other  person,  is  delusive  apd 
fallacious.     It  is  true  in  fict,  and  therefore  specious;  but' 
•when  examined  proves  to  be  unsound  in  principle.    A  char- 
ter is  never  granted  to  persons  to  enable  them  to  issue  notes 
1,0  lend  to  i)icuiseIveB  J  but  that  those  who  Ijavc  money  may 


associate  and  bring  their  means  together  fo  lend  to  others. 
A  loan  to  one  stockholder,  it  is  known  may  be  as  good  jts 
that  to  another,  and  each  has  an  equal  right.  Loans  may 
be  made  in  this  way,  not  only  until  the  entire  capital  is  ab- 
sorbed, but,  beyond  this,  to  the  amo'.iRt  of  issues  the  bank  is 
authorized  to  make.  There  is,  in  such  cases,  a  strong  temp* 
tation  to  wrong;  for  the  directors  to  e:':tcr:d  mutual  indul-' 
gences  to  each  other ;  to  re.''use  RCCcm.Tnodations  to  all  except 
the  company,  and  w  hen  their  indebtedness  is  greatest,  to  de- 
preciate the  currency,  tliat  they  may  purchase  it  at  enormous 
discounts,  or  receive  it  in  payment  for  properly  sold  at  un- 
reasonable prices.  The  plan  proposed  promises  to  be  more 
ciTectual  than  any  other  that  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  to 
protect  tlie  community  from  this  unjust  and  nefarious  specu- 
lation. By  extirpating  the  system  of  banking  upon  fictitious 
capital,  the  soundness  of  the  currency  is  most  likely  to  be 
preserved  ;  stability  will  be  given  to  exchanges  ;  the  planter 
and  merchant  protected  from  the  devices  of  the  speculator; 
and  the  laborer  paid  in  funds  not  liable  to  depreciation. 

As  a  means  of  obviating  the  cau.?es  wdiirh  have  led  to  the 
disorders  of  the  currency,  a  favorable  change  might  be  made 
in  our  banking  system.  The  Central  Bank  is  the  only  in- 
stitution which  has  diffused  its  accommodations  to  the  peo- 
ple of  every  occupation  and  profession  throughout  the  State. 
This  should  be  sustained  by  all  the  means  at  the  command 
of  the  Legislature.  But  besides  this  institution,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  if  there  were 
but  a  single  bank,  located  at  our  principal  sea  port,  with  a 
capital  adequate  to  all  commercial  purposes,  and  required  to 
establish  a  branch  at  each  point  at  which  banking  facilities 
are  needed.  The  many  advantages  which  this  would  have 
over  the  existing  system,  must  be  manifest  to  all.  Every 
section  of  Georgia  would  have  the  same  currency,  not  liable 
to  loss  by  unjust  exactions  of  unreasonable  premiums  on  ex- 
change, and  of  nearly  uniform  value  throughout  the  State. 
By  establishing  a  substantial  credit  at  home  it  would  acquire 
confidence  abroad,  and  enable  those  who  wish  to  use  their 
funds  in  other  States,  to  dispose  of  the  notes  at  little  or  no 
sacrifice.  There  would  be  but  little  probability  that  those 
who  embark  in  banking  with  the  view  of  fabricating  money 
for  their  own  use,  could  bring  the  institution  under  their 
control  so  as  to  execute  their  purpose.  This  should  be  ef- 
fectually provided  against  in  the  charter.  That  many  banks 
have  charters  as  yet  unexpired,  may  give  rise  to  some  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  this  measure  promptly  into  operation.  If 
the  act  of  incorporation  vi'ere  immediatelj'  passed,  providing 
that  no  other  bank  should  be  chartered,  and  that  the  char- 
ters of  those  in  existence,  except  that  of  the  Central  Bank 
should  neither  be  renewed  or  extended,  it  would  attract  the 
attention  of  capitalists  and  accumulate  strength  as  the  other 
institutions  expired.  I  submit  these  views  to  your  considera- 
tion. It  is  expected  that  they  will  encounter  the  opposition 
of  many  of  the  banks  now  in  existence,  and  the  hostility  of 
those  towns  and  cities  ambitious  of  retaining  a  bank.  But 
the  public  interest  alone  should  be  consulted,  and  the  recom- 
mendation is  made  under  the  firm  conviction  that  it  will  be 
promoted  by  it. 

On  the  first  day  of  January  I  issued  my  proclamation  re- 
quiring the  several  banks  in  this  State,  their  branches  or 
agencies,  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  February  thereafter, 
to  redeem  their  liabilities  with  specie,  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly.  Some  of 
the  banks  complied  with  the  requisition  and  still  continue  to 
pay  specie,  others  resumed  for  a  time,  but  were  forced,  from 
the  heavy  demands  made  upon  them,  to  suspend  ;  while 
there  were  others  which,  from  an  inability  to  meet  their  en- 
gagements, or  other  causes  made  no  effort  to  conform  to  the 
law. 

It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  order  judicial 
proceedings  against  any  bank  for  the  forfeiture  of  ils  charter, 
upon  due  proof  of  its  failure  to  redeem  its  liabilities  with 
specie.  Information  having  been  lodged  in  proper  form 
against  the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  the 
Bank  of  Columbus,  the  Planters'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Columbus,  and  the  Chattahoochee  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company,  sustained  by  due  proof  of  their  failure  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  judicial  proceedings  have 


1841.] 


MEJiSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  McDONALD  OF  GEORGIA. 


307 


been  ordered  against  them,  and  ab'e  counsel  have  been  cm- 
plo^'ed  to  aid  in  the  prosccinion  of  the  respective  cases,  for 
such  compensation  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe. 

HiiJik  of  Dcirien. 

The  interest  that  the  State  holds  in  the  Bank  of  Darien, 
requires,  that  I  should  invite  your  special  attention  to  its 
condition.  I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  communications  made 
to  this  Department  by  C.  H.  Hopkins,  Esq.,  one  of  the  State 
Directors  in  relation  to  some  of  its  transactions,  and  of  my 
replies  to  him,  and  a  correspondence  with  the  bank.  I  also 
submit  to  you  the  copy  of  a  contract — the  same  referred  to 
in  the  letter  of  the  President — made  with  the  New  York 
Banking;  Company,  through  its  presiding  officer.  This  is  a 
document  of  extraordinary  character.  While  the  bank 
places  in  the  custody  of  the  opposite  party  a  large  amount 
of  its  own  and  other  notes,  to  be  forfeited  and  sold  on  a  non- 
compliance with  its  part  of  the  contract,  (if  that  can  be  call- 
ed a  contract  which  is  without  mutuality,)  the  other  party 
binds  itself  to  the  performance  of  no  act,  nor  does  it  extend 
to  the  bank  any  power  or  privilege  that  it  did  not  possess  in- 
dependent of  the  instrument.  If  there  was  any  collateral, 
verbal  understanding,  it  was  without  obligation,  and  rested 
with  the  option  of  the  party  to  execute  it  or  not.  This  mat- 
ter requires  investigation.  The  Central  Bank,  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  received  a  large  amount 
of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Darien.  a  part  of  which  is  still 
on  hand.  This,  with  the  stock  owned  by  the  State,  and  the 
obligations  to  protect  the  community  from  loss,  conslitute  a 
sufficient  consideration  to  induce  you  to  look  thoroughly 
into  its  affairs.  If  there  be  doubt  on  general  principli's  of  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Legislature  to  exert  a  controlling 
authority  over  banks,  the  right  reserved  in  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  incorporation  of  this  institution  relieves  the 
matter  of  all  difficulty.  I  would  recommend  that  its  assets 
of  all  descriptions  be  transferred  to  the  Central  Bank,  under 
such  regulations  as  will  guarantee  to  its  debtors  the  greatest 
possible  indulgence,  consistent  with  the  rights  of  its  credi- 
tors and  the  interest  of  the  State. 

T/iC  Central  Bank. 

The  Central  Bank,  an  institution  which  has  alTorded  more 
actual  accommodation  than  any  other  to  the  people  at  large, 
and  has  suffered  fewer  losses,  and  of  less  amount  in  propor- 
tion to  its  ciipital  and  the  length  of  time  it  has  been  in  ope- 
ration, requires  the  aid  of  your  sustaining  efibrts.  It  has  for 
a  series  of  years  been  taxed  with  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment and  heavy  legislative  appropriations.  Its  power  to  do 
good  has  been  almost  destroyed  by  continual  encroachments 
upon  its  capital  stock,  but  at  no  time  have  greater  ravages 
been  committed  upon  it  than  those  suffered  during  the  po- 
litical year  just  ended,  from  the  acts  of  the  last  and  previous 
Legislatures.  The  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  two 
cents  has  been  paid  upon  the  requisitions  of  the  last  General 
Assembly  ;  and  about  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  under 
previous  laws.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  that  it  has  discharged 
its  debt  to  the  Phcenix  Bank  of  New  York,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  dollars,  which  by  the 
act,  authorizing  the  loan,  it  was  required  to  do,  and  to  charge 
the  same  to  its  capital  stock.  Of  this  last  sum,  one  hundred 
and  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  were  the 
jirocecds  of  the  sale  of  bank  stock,  authorized  by  the  act  of 
December  last.  The  directors  finding  themselves  unable  to 
make  a  sale  of  bank  stock,  even  on  the  very  favorable  terms, 
authorized  by  the  statute,  to  an  amount  suflicient  to  pay  the 
debt,  were  compelled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  given 
them  by  law  to  purchase  bills  of  exchange  or  other  paper, 
for  the  purpose  of  remitting  funds  to  pay  any  debt  contract- 
ed abroad  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  They  accordingly 
with  this  object  purchased  bills  of  exchange  and  other  paper 
to  a  large  amount.  The  extraordinary  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand  dollars  of  this  paper  has  been  per- 
mitted by  the  drawers  and  endor-ers  to  be  returned  under 
protect  for  non-payment,  although  they  were  under  the  most 
■olemn  obligations,  moral  as  well  a3  lejal,  knowing  the  ob- 


ject with  which  it  was  purchased,  to  meet  it  at  maturity .-»• 
In  addition  to  this  there  is  now  running  of  this  paper  the 
sum  of  forty-four  thousami  seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 
Hence,  it  appears  that  during  the  yaar,  to  answer  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  Legislature  and  to  pny  the  public  debt,  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Central  Bank  haslieen  increased  one  million 
eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and 
two  cents.  It  is  apparent  that  this  immense  sum  (excepting 
the  paper  purchased  to  pay  the  debt  abovemenlioned  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars.)  is  a  charge  upon  tho  capital  stock  of  tho 
bank,  and  is  so  tar  an  utter  annihilation  of  its  means.  Al- 
though the  Lank  is  entirely  able  to  meet  all  its  engagements 
of  every  sort,  it  has  to  rely  mainly  on  its  collections  for  the 
purpose,  if  the  bonds  provided  for  the  redemption  of  its  notes, 
which  have  as  yet  been  but  little  available,  be  put  out  of  the 
question.  A  considerable  part  of  the  protested  paper  above- 
mentioned,  was  purchased  without  an  abatement  of  interest, 
in  consideration  of  the  difference  of  exchange  between  this 
place  and  the  place  vihere  it  was  made  payable,  which  if  it 
had  been  punctually  paid  would  have  been  a  gaining  opera- 
tion to  the  bank,  the  rate  of  exchange  exceeding  the  legal 
interest.  If  it  is  expected  to  sustain  the  public  credit  through 
the  operations  of  this  bank,  a  summary  remedy  must  be  pro- 
vided for  the  enforcement  of  such  contracts.  I  would  re- 
commend the  immediate  enactment  of  a  law  for  this  purpose, 
applicable  as  well  to  all  papers  of  whatever  kind,  now  held 
by  the  bank,  except  accommodation  notes  received  at  the  or- 
dinary distributions,  as  to  papers  for  which  it  may  hereafter 
negotiate,  for  the  purpoiC  of  paying  the  public  debt,  or  tha 
interest  thereon. 

.■\s  above  remarked,  but  few  of  the  eight  per  cent,  bonds 
provided  for  the  redemption  of  the  Central  Bank  notes,  have 
been  sold.  From  the  course  pursued  by  a  portion  of  the 
public  press,  calculated  to  depreciate  the  credit  of  the  bank 
and  the  resources  of  the  State,  a  distrust  of  our  storks  has 
been  created  amongst  capitalists,  which  has  deferred  them 
hitherto,  from  making  the  safest  and  most  profitable  invest- 
ment offered  in  the  United  States.  The  prostration  of  the 
State's  credit  by  the  protest  of  the  debt  due  to  the  Phoenix 
Bank  of  New  York  is  a  difficulty  against  which  we  have 
had  to  struggle  ;  and  it  has  presented  a  formidable  obstacle 
in  all  subsequent  attempts  at  negotiation.  Notwithstanding 
this  debt  has  been  paid,  and  all  other  engagements  have 
been  jiromptly  met  by  tho  State,  the  confidence  of  foreign 
capitalists  in  Georgia  securities,  is  far  from  leing  restored. 
When  suspicion  is  thrown  either  upon  our  ability  or  inte- 
grity of  purpose,  by  a  part  of  our  own  citizens,  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  a  distrust  of  us  should  be  excited  in 
those  who  must  depend  upon  others  for  the  character  to 
which  we  are  entitled.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  now  that  the  re- 
venue is  paid  into  the  public  Ircaniry,  that  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  resorting  to  loans  to  any  considerable  extent,  to 
sustain  the  government  or  its  policy.  From  information  de- 
rived from  the  Comptroller  General,  the  anticipated  nett  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury,  will  be  about  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  heavy  drafts  made  by  the  last 
General  Assembly  upon  the  then  almost  exhausted  resources 
of  the  Central  Bank,  have  left  it  wiihout  the  ability  to  make 
discounts,  except  at  the  hazard  of  on  insuffera'ule  deprecia- 
tion of  its  notes.  I  would  recommend  the  speedy  restoration 
of  this  institution  to  its  former  condition  of  usefulness,  that 
it  may  renew,  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  its  accus- 
tomed  accommodation  to  the  people. 

Measures  of  relief. 

I  had  the  honor,  at  the  last  session  of  the  LegisJulur<»,  to 
invite  the  attention  of  that  body  to  some  measure  of  relief 
to  aid  the  people  through  the  dilficultie.s  of  the  present  year. 
The  recommendation  was  based  upon  the  sule  ground  that 
the  failure  of  the  cotton  crop  (a  providential  calamity,  which 
could  neither  be  foreseen  nor  guarded  ag.iinst)  had  depri.ved 
the  people  of  the  usual  means  of  meeting  their  engagements. 
The  specific  measure  proposed  was  one  which  could  have 
injured  none,  while  it  might  have  resuhed  in  the  advantage 
to  thousands.    It  was  intended  to  benefit  ibal  chu*  of  valuft^ 
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Me  citizens  of  moderate  fortune,  wlio,  in  times  of  national 
difficultv,  occupy  the  posts  of  danger,  and  are  ready  to  offer 
up  their  lives  for  their  country,  and  whose  distresses  had 
heen  brought  upon  them  neither  by  idleness  nor  miscalcula- 
tion. Whether  the  crop  of  the  present  year  will  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  the  last,  and  render  such  a  measure  unne- 
cessary, you,  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  will  deter 


give  it  the  consideration  to  which  in  your  judgment  it  m.'iy 
be  entitled. 

I  would  recommend,  as  a  salutary  regulu'.ioii,  tending  to 
the  furtherance  of  justice,  that  all  persone  subject  to  jury 
duty,  either  as  grand  or  petit  jurors,  be  required  to  serve  on 
the  trial  of  white  persons  charged  with  the  higher  otTences, 
and  on  the  trial  of  free  persons  of  color  and  slaves  of  capital 


nimc.  The  policy  of  legislating  for  such  purposes,  when  '  crimes.  Grand  jurors  who  presented  the  offence  would  of 
the  general  embarrassment  is  the  result  of  miscalculiUion,  or  1  cours3  be  incompetent  to  try  the  offender, 
misadvertance,  cannot  be  defended.  It  would  encourage  j  A  statute  was  passed  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
men  to  rely  upon  the  government,  instead  of  their  own  in-  i  twenty-nine,  declaring  that  grand  jurors  should  be  bound  to 
dustry,  paralyze  their  energy,  stifle  exertion,  and  subdue  '  notice  or  make  presentment  of  such  offences  only  as  might 
that  spirit  of  mnnly  independence  which  alone  can  sustain  '  or  should  come  to  their  knowledge  after  they  have  been 
a  commuuilv  of  freedmen.  If  the  cause,  however,  which  in-  sworn.  There  can  be  no  good  reason  assigned  wherefore 
duced  me  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  .  the  morals  and  good  order  of  the  community  should  find  no 
Legislature,  and  asks  its  intervention,  continues  to  operate,  ;  favor  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  except  during  the  week  of  the 
it  will  be  your  duty  to  ascertain  if  there  be  any  practicable  ;  session  of  the  Superior  Court  in  each  county.  The  office 
means  at  the  comrnand  of  the  government  to  give  effect  to  i  of  a  prosecutor,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  is  invidious :  and 
the  measure  without  eMtailing  a  greater  evil  upon  the  coun-  j  few  individuals  step  forward  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  of- 
try.  The  Central  Bank,  which  I  stated  al  that  time  could  i  fenders  to  justice,  except  in  cases  where  their  rights  have 
not  be  relied  on  for  the  purpose,  has  been  placed  in  a  much  ■  been  assailed  ;  but  grand  juries,  under  a  proper  regulation 
worse  condition  by  the  requisitions  of  the  last  Legislature,  !  of  their  duties,  are  shielded  from  the  imputation  of  unwor- 
and  its  own  efforts  to  discharge  the  debt  of  that  institution  i  thy  motives,  atui  may  be  made  powerful  agents  in  promot- 
to  the  Fhcpnix:  Bank.  It  cannot,  therefore,  until  its  condi-  ,  ing  the  welfare  of  society.  I  would  recommend  the  repeal 
tion  is  improved,  be  called  upon  to  minister  to  the  public  re-  '  of  the  law  abovementioned  and  the  enactment  of  one  in  its 
lief,  without  adding  to  the  distractions  of  the  currency.  Nor  [  stead,  making  it  their  duty  to  present  all  crimes  of  the  high- 
can  it  be  expected,  that  while  a  part  of  our  own  citizens  are  '  e.st  order  at  least,  that  may  have  been  committed  within  their 
engaged  in  cxcitin'j  in  the  minds  of  capitalists  a  distrust  of,  knowledge,  at  any  time  since  the  term  of  the  court  preced- 
ing that  at  which  the}'  are  called  to  serve.  'J'he  extraordi- 
nary powers  of  the  grand  inquest  might  be  put  in  requisi- 
tion also  to  rid  our  cities,  towns  and  villages  of  the  idleness 
end  profligacy  that  infest  them. 


our  stocks,  that  bonds  can  be  sold  for  the  purpose. 
Supreme  Court,  ''^ 


re. 


The  attention  of  the  General  As.^cmbly  has    been  fre- 
quently called  to  the  amended  Constitution,  authorizing  the  '. 
establishment  of  a  Supreme  Court  for  the  correction  of  er-  j 
rors.     I  again  commend  it  to  your  consideration.     When  it  ' 
is  considered  that  the  principal  object  of  governm.cnt  is  the 
nttainmcnt  of  justice,  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  we  should  : 
rest  quietly  under  the  imperfection  of  our  system  of  juris- 
prudence, in  which  there  is  neither  security  nor  certainty. —  ' 
'J'he  decisions  of  the  circuit  judge  are  final  and  irreversible, 
except  at  his  will.     Ilis  power,  in  cases  involving  the  life,  i 
property  and  liberty  of  the  citizen,  is  absolute  and  appalling; 
and,  but  that  we  have  been  fo  long  accustomed  to  its  exer-  \ 
cise  by  a  single  individual,  it  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  i 
day.     It  has  been  said,  by  those  opposed  to  this  reform  in 
our  judiciary,  that  if  one  errs,  three  may  err.     This  is  true ;  \ 
but  it  is  also  true  that  three  are  not  so  likely  to  err  as  one,  es-  | 
pecially  when  tliose  three  are  surrounded  by  circumstances 
better  adapted  to  full,  calm  and  thorough  investigation. —  ; 
This  principle  is  anti-republican  ;  for  tlie  same  reasoning  | 
would  api)1y  to  the  Legislature,  and  lead  to  the  concentra-  1 
tion  of  the  law-making  power  in  the  liands  of  a  single  indi- 
vidual.    Tlio  objection  arising  from  the  alleged  delay  of  ju- 
dicial proceedings  cannot  bn  available,  until  it  is  shown  that 
it  la  better  for  a  man  to  suffer  the  wrong  of  an  erroneous  de- 
cision than,  by  prosecuting  his  rights,  attain  justice  at  a  | 
slight  r-acrifice  of  time,     'i'he  great  utility  of  such  a  tribunal  ' 
Etrongly  recommends  its  adoption.     It  will  produce  unilbr-  < 
mity  of  judii-iai  determinations;  by  the  settlement  of  legal 
principles  it  will  diminish  liiignlion  ;  and  from  the  published  j 
reports  of  its  decisions,  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded,  eve- 
ry man  to  understand  the  autliorilative  interpretation  of  the 
laws 


Bieyinial  Sessioiis  of  the  I^egislature. 

In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  an  act  was 
passed  for  amending  the  Constitution,  j)roviding  for  biennial 
instead  of  annual  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  people 
were  called  on  to  express  their  will  on  the  subject  at  the 
then  next  general  election.  This  was  done,  and  they  gave 
a  most  decided  approbation  of  the  measure.  From  some 
fault  in  the  law  which  had  been  i)as3ed  on  the  subject,  it 
was  rejected  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  but  another  act 
was  immediately  passed,  remedying  the  defect,  and  this  will 
now  come  before  you  for  consideration.  The  immense  ex- 
pense of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  being  more  than  double 
that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  Executive  to  convene  the  General  Assembly 
On  extraordinarj'  occasions,  had  doubtless  a  powerful  agency 
in  influencing  the  popular  decision  on  this  measure,  and 
strongly  commend  its  adoption  to  you.  I'ho  annual  saving 
to  the  State  of  Georgia  will  be  between  fifty  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  a  consideration  not  to  bo  lightly  regarded.  The 
annual  expense  of  legislating,  including  the  public  printing, 
is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars,  so  that  every 
aiternato  year  this  immense  Rum  would  be  saved,  without 
the  slightest  detriment  to  the  Commonwealth.  Should  tho 
amendment  be  adopted,  it  will  go  into  effect  on  the  30th  day 
of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  so  that  the 
first  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  the  new  regu- 
lation, will  be  in  November  of  that  year.  Should  the  Con- 
stitution be  altered,  I  would  recommend  you  to  provide  bj' 
law,  that  if  the  term  of  office  of  tho  judicial  or  other  officer.'^ 
of  government,  eligible  by  the  General  Assemblj',  should 


The  constitutional  provision,  that  the  trial  of  all  criminal  I ''fP''''',''"''"^  the  recess  of   the   Legislature,  an  election 


shall  take  place  at  the  ses.«ion  preceding  the  expiration  of 
their  office,  and  that  the  successor  be  commis.sioned  at  the 
close  of  the  term. 

Jf'estern  and  ^Itlantlc  Railroad. 

I  lay  before  the  Legislature  the  report  of  tho  chief  engi- 
procuring  a  jury  who  had  not  expressed  an  opinion  on  his  i  neer  of  (he  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  for  the  third 
case.  It  is  due  to  the  public  justice  that  an  impartial  trial  :  quarter  of  the  present  year,  in  which  is  stated  the  amount 
Ehould  be  made  in  every  case,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  ab-  j  expended  upon  that  work  thus  far,  and  the  estimated  cost 
Bolutely  necessary  that  power  be  given  to  the  courts,  to  di-  |  of  itj;  completion.  The  sum  expended  is  two  millions  one 
red  a  change  of  venue  when  justice  cannot  be  obtained  with-  j  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
out  It.     I  bring  this  subject  to  your  notice,  that  you  may  j  two  dollars  and  six  cents,  on  account  of  which  a  public  debt 


cases  shall  be  in  the  county  in  which  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, has  given  rise  to  much  difficulty,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, flagrant  injustice.     From  the  law  regulating  the  se-  j 
lociion  of  juries,  an  offender  lias  been  enlarged  on  liis  own 
recognizance,  which  amounted  to  an  acquittal,  after  years  of! 
imprisonment  in  the  common  jail,  from  tho  impossibility  of 
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has  been  incurred,  amounting,  according  to  the  best  of  in- 
formatior.  at  my  ccrxHuand,  to  between  thirteen  and  fourteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  From  the  report  of  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  a  copy  of  which  is  laid  be- 
fore you,  it  will  be  seen  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  completion  of  fifty-two  miles  of  this  road,  beginning 
at  the  south-eastern  terminus,  which  will  carry  it  two  miles 
west  of  the  Etowah  river.  It  should  be  pnl  inio  operation 
to  that  point,  as  soon  as  the  connexion  of  either  of  the 
branch  roads  with  it  will  justify  the  belief  that  it  may  be  pro- 
fitably employed.  The  tunnel  through  Little  Blue  Ridge 
has  been  abandoned  by  the  original  contractor.  This  should 
be  re-let,  that  it  may  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the  super- 
structure when  that  point  shall  be  reached.  In  the  further 
prosecution  of  this  work  I  would  recommend  the  use  of  the 
strictest  econom}'.  T'he  work  should  now  be  prosecuted 
gradually,  and  in  such  manner  that  the  profits  of  that  part 
which  may  be  expected  to  be  carried  soon  into  operation 
may  be  applied  to  the  construction.  The  corps  of  engineers 
should  bo  reduced  to  the  number  that,  when  constantly  and 
actively  employed,  shall  be  adequate  to  the  superintendence 
of  the  entire  work. 

The  Commissioners  have  resolved  to  subject  the  timber 
to  be  used  on  the  road  to  the  action  of  preservative  salts,  to 
prevent  the  expenses  arising  from  its  decay.  It  may  per- 
haps be  prudent  to  lay  down  the  balance  of  the  road  in  the 
hardy  and  durable  timbers  of  the  country  through  which 
it  passes,  until  the  efficacy  of  the  preservative  material  be 
tested  by  the  application  already  determined  upon,  and  we 
have  evidence  of  our  own  experience  of  its  economy. 

The  high  moral  obligation  that  the  State  is  under  to  those 
enterprising  companies  wiiich  have  been  induced  to  incur 
heavy  expense,  relying  on  the  public  faith  ;  the  immense  fa- 
cihties  the  road  will  afford  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-west- 
ern section  of  the  State  for  the  transportation  of  the  abun- 
dant products  of  their  fertile  lands  to  a  profitable  market ;  the 
advantages  of  commerce  it  will  open  to  the  adjacent  States, 
inviting  their  wealth  to  our  borders,  and  offering  them  the 
most  convenient  and  rapid  communication  with  the  Atlan- 
tic; the  revenue  it  will  bring  to  the  State  Treasury,  re-im- 
bursing  the  State  for  the  entiie  cost  of  its  construction,  be- 
sides affording  the  means  of  either  relieving  the  people  from 
taxation,  or  executing  any  other  public  enterprise  tliat  may 
contribute  to  the  general  prosperity  ;  its  incalculable  bene- 
fits in  time  of  war,  in  the  easy  and  speedy  transportation  of 
men  and  provision  to  the  point  at  which  the  assaults  of  the 
enemy  may  be  expected,  all  combine  to  recommend  it  to 
the  fostering  care  of  ttie  representatives  of  the  people. 

No  local  strifes,  no  sectional  jealousies,  no  unjust  preju- 
dices, no  partisan  considerations  should  be  permitted  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  a  work  which  promises  for 
Georgia,  what  the  Erie  Canal  has  accomplished  for  New 
York.  While,  however,  I  propose  a  steady  perseverance  in 
the  execution  of  this  noble  enterprise,  I  would  earnestly  re- 
commend its  further  prosecution  to  bo  based  upon  perma- 
nent legislative  provisions  and  regulations,  which  shall  not 
add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people.  Contributions  should  never 
be  demanded  from  the  people,  unless  equivalent  benefits  are 
secured  to  them,  and  this  cannot  be  the  case  when  public 
exactions  exceed  the  probabilities  of  individual  advantages. 
If  the  profits  of  this  road,  as  it  is  gr;idually  extended,  are 
brought  into  the  work  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest and  gradual  reduction  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted for  its  construction,  it  may  be  completed  without  re- 
sort to  additional  taxation. 

J\TonrQe  Railroad  and  Banking  Co7npany. 

A  difficulty  has  arisen  between  the  Commissioners  and 
the  Monroe  Railroad  and  F?anking  Company,  in  regard  to 
the  location  of  the  South-Ea.~tern  terminus  of  the  road.     I 
lay  before  you   the  copy  of  a  communication   of  General 
Griffin  on  this  subject.     The  drawing  to  ivbich  he  alludes 
is  in  this  department,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly.    This  matter  should  be  authoritatively  settled  i 
by  the  Legislature  in  a  manner  required  by  the  public  ir.- ^ 
ferest,  and  justice  to  the  companies  expected  to  form  a  June- 1 
tion  with  the  State  ruad.  i 


Money  paid  out  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities. 

The  State  of  Georgia  has  not  yet  been  reimbursed  by  the 
General  Government  for  the  money  paid  out  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities.  An  act  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  at  the  close  of  the  late  administration,  but  was  not 
presented  to  the  President  for  liis  sitrnature  until  his  consti- 
tutional term  had  expired;  so  that  it  has  to  pass  again  throu'^h 
all  the  forms  of  legislation  before  it  can  become  a  law,  I 
called  the  atlcntion  of  the  Georgia  delegation  in  Congress  to 
this  subject  at  an  early  period  of  the  extra  session,  and  was 
informed  that  this  matter  not  being  embraced  within  the 
special  objects  for  which  Congress  was  assembled,  would 
not  be  acted  upon.  It  was  proposed  in  the  Senate  and  re- 
jected. It  is  a  matter  of  just  complaint  that  while  the  gov- 
ernment passes  over  without  consideration,  or  rejects  with- 
out cause,  the  claims  of  the  Stato  which  have  been  once 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  whose  validity  has  been  recog- 
nized, it  distributes  gratuitously,  millions  from  the  public 
treasury. 

Demand  on  j\'e~.o  York  for  a  fugitive. 

In  April  last,  John  Greenman,  otherwise  called  Alanson 
Greenman,  stole  a  negro  woman,  the  slave  of  Robert  W. 
Flournoy,  and  escaped  to  the  State  of  New  York.  An  af- 
fidavit of  the  fact  was  inade  by  Mr.  Flournoy,  which  after 
the  authentication  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  was 
transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  with  a  demand 
for  his  arrest  and  delivery  to  Frederick  Huntington,  who 
was  constituted  the  agent  of  this  State,  to  receive  him.  Al- 
though the  affidavit  charging  the  olTence  is  positive  and  une- 
quivocal, conforming  in  all  respects  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
the  Governor  of  New  York  has  demanded  a  proof  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  before  he  will  order  the 
arrest  and  surrender  the  fugitive.  This  proof  although  en- 
tirely convenient,  I  declined  procuring,  as  I  was  fully  satis- 
fied that  I  had  complied  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  and  act  of  Congress.  I  submit  to  you  a  copy 
of  my  correspondence  with  Governor  Seward  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  will  be  seen  that  he  docs  not  deny  our  right  to  de- 
mand of  him  the  execution  of  this  constitutional  provision, 
while  from  his  untenable  positions  it  is  palpable  that  he  is 
determined  to  evade  its  performance.  It  is  with  regret  that 
I  communicate  to  you  my  decided  conviction,  that  the  State 
of  New  York  justly  occupying  a  commanding  position 
among  the  States  of  the  Union,  has  proven  by  the  acts  of 
her  Legislature  and  Executive  officer,  a  settled  design  to  at- 
tack the  institution  of  slavery  in  other  States,  an  institution 
which  she  has  countenanced  by  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution  ;  and  which  was  recognized  and  maintained 
within  her  own  limits  until  it  ceased  to  be  advantageous  to 
her  own  people. 

The  Legislature  has  passed  an  act  which  effectually  pre- 
vents the  master  from  recovering  his  absconding  slave,  who 
may  be  found  there,  and  the  Executive  has  assumed  to  say 
what  act  shall  or  shall  not  constitute  an  offence  when  com- 
mitted in  another  State,  thereby  denying  the  right  to  other 
States  to  protect  the  property  of  their  people  by  the  enact- 
ment of  penal  laws.  The  act  of  the  Legislature  is  not  only 
intended  to  encourage  the  elopement  of  slaves  into  that  Stato, 
but  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  conflict  with  the  Act  of  Congress  to 
carry  into  eflect  the  second  clause  of  the  second  section  of 
the  fourth  article  of  that  instrument.  Collisions  of  thij  sort 
among  the  States  may  be  expected  as  long  as  the  duties  of 
the  General  Government  are  devolved  upon  the  oflicers  of 
the  State  Governments,  some  of  whom  be  found  occasionally 
weak  and  irresolute  enough  to  sacrilico  the  great  principles 
which  unite  the  Slates  together,  (o  local  excitements  and 
low  eectional  prejudices.  'J'hc  duty  of  delivering  fugitives 
from  justice,  without  discrimination,  is  created  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Union,  and  is  unknown  to  the  laws  of  Na- 
tions ;  so  that  the  States  as  independent  sovereignties,  would 
have  no  riglit  to  demand  it  of  each  other  except  b}'  compact 
or  treaty.  The  Conslituiion  nouherc  requires  the  execulion 
of  this  liuly  by  the  Stales.  It  is  then  to  be  performed  by 
the  General  Govcinmcnt,  and  it  ought  to  be  required  toexe- 
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cute  it.  This  is  the  true  doctrine  of  State  Riohts.  While 
it  jealously  guards  against  the  encroachments  of  Federal 
power,  it  requires  of  the  General  Government  the  strict  per- 
formance of  all  its  constitutional  obligations.  '1  he  Consti- 
tution does  not  require  of  the  States  the  performance  of  re- 
ciprocal duties  essential  to  their  safety  and  prosperiiy.  while 
it  disarms  them  if  aggrieved  of  all  means  of  redress.  On  the 
demand  of  the  Governor  of  one  State,  upon  the  Executive 
authority  of  another,  of  a  fugitive  from  its  justice,  who  may 
be  found  there,  the  latter  might  with  much  propriety,  re- 
quire proof  of  the  authority  either  by  the  express  terms  of 
the  Constitution  or  necessary  implication,  to  require  of  him 
the  delivery  of  an  absconding  felon.  The  authority  for  a  de- 
mand would  be  unquestionable,  but  it  must  be  made  upon 
the  government  created  by  the  Constitution,  and  not  upon 
Stato  Governments  on  whom  no  duty  to  make  a  surrender 
is  imposed.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  most 
admiralily  adapted  to  the  preservation  of  pacific  foreign  re- 
lations, by  preventing  one  State  from  involving  the  rest  in 
angry  collisions  with  other  nations;  and  it  is  equally  feli- 
citous in  providing  for  domestic  harmony  among  themselves, 
by  devolving  on  the  General  Government  every  regulation 
and  the  performance  of  every  duty,  which  if  left  to  them 
might  give  rise  to  dissensions  and  bloodshed.  Cases  like 
the  one  which  has  given  rise  to  these  remarks,  are  not  to  be 
endured.  The  property  of  our  citizens  is  to  be  protected  by 
all  the  safeguards  which  we  think  proper  to  throw  around 
it ;  and  no  State  must  be  permitted  to  send  its  brigands  and 
robbers  amongst  us  to  plunder  and  destroy,  and  then  aflbrd 
them  a  sanctuary  and  justify  their  outrages.  As  the  Gene- 
ral Government  by  an  Act  of  Congress,  has  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient out  of  comity  to  the  States,  to  ask  of  their  Execu- 
tive officers  respectively,  to  execute  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  relates  to  the  surrender  of  fugitives  from 
justice,  and  as  in  case  of  refusal  the  injured  State  has  no 
constitutional  redress,  a  resort  must  be  had  either  to  unconsti- 
tution;il  remedies,  or  some  regulation  must  be  adopted  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  evil.  The  latter  course  I  would 
recommend. 

Fanaticism. —  Slavery. 

The  spirit  of  fanaticisin,  against  which  we  have  to  con- 
tend, is  ardent,  untiring,  artful  and  insidious.     It  has  sent 
its  missiles  into  a  neighboring  State,  and  perhaps  into  our 
own,  in  incendiary  prints  and    publications,  concealed    in 
packages  of  goods.  Although  as  a  body,  the  highly  respecta- 
ble merchants  of  other  States,  with  which  we  have  held 
commercial  intercourse,  may  not  engage  in  such  nefarious 
business,  it  is  essential  to  our  safety  and  interest  that  no  ave- 
nue should  be  left  open  through  which  we  may  be  assailed. 
The  open  ground  occupied  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
New  York  on  this  subject,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that  a 
large  part  of  the  population  of  that  great  State,  are  hostile 
to  the  institution  of  slavery  ;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  de-  I 
stroying  it,  would  destroy  us.     In  this  State  of  things,  our  ' 
eafety  requires  that  a  system  of  police  should  he  adopted  that  . 
will  protect  us  against  the  possibility  of  harm.     I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  a  law  be  passed  subjecting  to  in-  i 
speclion  every  package  of  goods  that  shall  be  imported  either  ! 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  or  any 
other  State  manifesting  the  same  disposition  of  hostility  to 
our  institutions  ;  and  that  competent  officers  be  appointed  to 
execute  the  law,  with  sufficient  salaries  to   be  provided  by  | 
duties  on  goods  imported  from  these  States,  and  moreover, 
that  all  suspected  persons  coming  from  such  States  be  re- 
quited to  find  surety  for  their  good  behaviour  ;  and  particu- 
larly that  they  will  in  no  manner  interfere   or  hold  inter- 
course with  our  slave  population  while  within  our  limits. 

Florida  war. 

In  the  month  of  March  last,  upon  the  organization  in  the 
new  administration,  a  notice  appeared  in  the  National  In- 
telligencer, as  upon  authority,  that  (len.  Reid's  command  of 
Florida  militia  were  ordered  to  be  discharged.  Four  com- 
panies of  mounted  militia  from  this  State,  for  the  special 
protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Georgia,  were  under 
the  command  of  that  officer,     I  immediately  addr<?ss<d  a 


letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  inquiring  if  the  exposed  dis- 
trict of  Georgia  was  to  be  left  without  protection,  and  I  was 
informed  by  him  that  the  Georgia  companies  were  not  em- 
braced in  the  order  for  the  discharge  of  General  Reid's  com- 
mand. A  very  few  days  after,  I  received  intelligence  that 
rations  were  withheld  from  these  companies,  and  supposing 
that  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  at  War  had  been  disregarded 
or  misapprehended,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Quartermaster, 
and  forwarded  to  him  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bell,  complaining 
of  this  extraordinary  procedure.  To  my  surprise  he  justi- 
fied it,  and  from  the  terms  of  his  reply,  no  doubt  was  left  on 
my  mind,  that  it  was  authorized  by  him.  I  also  urged  again 
the  necessity  of  establishing  a  sufficient  military  force  in 
that  quarter  to  protect  the  people  of  Georgia  from  the  pre- 
datory incursions  of  the  savages,  to  which  they  had  been 
subject  for  several  successive  years.  He  then  referred  the 
whole  matter  to  Col.  Worth,  commanding  in  Florida,  who 
assured  me  that  a  sufficient  force  should  be  provided  to  in- 
sure the  safety  of  the  people.  I  received  from  our  own  citi- 
zens repeated  complaints  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  force  sent 
for  their  protection,  of  which  I  apprized  Col.  Worth,  and  it 
was  not  until  the  Indians  had  made  a  hostile  demonstration 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Georgia  boundary,  murdering  the 
people  and  destroying  their  property,  that  I  ordered  out  two 
companies  of  mounted  men,  commanded  by  Captains  Jer- 
nigan  and  Sweat.  I  notified  Col.  Worth  of  my  orders,  and 
requested  that  they  might  be  furnished  by  the  United  States 
with  forage  and  subsistence.  For  reasons  assigned  in  his 
letter  to  me,  a  copy  of  which  I  lay  before  you,  he  has  de- 
clined to  comply  with  my  request.  It  is  proper  for  me  to 
remark  here,  that  from  one  of  the  letters  of  Capt.  Jernigan, 
copies  of  which  are  herewith  communicated,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  notwithstanding  the  ample  force  in  the  estimation  of 
the  commanding  officer,  stationed  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  the  Indians  approached  within  a  few  miles  of 
Georgia,  murdered  the  inhabitants,  and  retired  unobserved 
by  the  regular  troops ;  and  that  it  was  not  until  they  were 
informed  by  Capt.  Jernigan,  that  pursuit  was  made,  which, 
as  will  be  seen,  proved  unavailing.  I  have  notified  the  Secre- 
tary at  War  that  these  companies  have  been  called  into  the 
service,  and  have  requested  that  they  be  mustered  and  paid. 
If  this  should  be  refused,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  pro- 
vide for  their  payment. 

Hcsoliitions  of  the  States. 

I  transmit  to  you  copies  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States  therein  named,  on  various  subjects 
of  national  policy.  They  will  of  course  receive  that  con- 
sideration to  which  the  importance  of  the  subjects  to  which 
they  refer  and  the  interest  of  the  country  entitle  them. 

'Faxes. 

Under  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  which 
required  the  receiver  of  tax  returns  for  the  several  counties 
in  this  State  to  asses.<?  a  tax  against  persons  who  had  issued 
change  bills,  &c.,  and  who  refused  or  failed  to  make  a  return 
of  the  amount  so  issued,  and  to  assess  the  taxes  aforesaid  at 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  several  persons  have  been  assessed 
in  that  sum,  some  of  whom  applied  to  me  for  relief  from 
the  hardships  of  the  act.  Inasmuch  as  there  could  be  no 
judicial  interference  in  the  case,  and  it  was  manifestly  tho 
intention  of  the  General  .Assembly  that  the  said  assessments 
should  operate  more  as  a  penalty  than  a  source  of  revenue 
to  the  State,  on  the  fourth  of  Septcinber  I  passed  an  order, 
suspending  the  collection  of  the  assessments,  in  all  cases 
where  the  party  woulii  make  affidavit  of  the  amount  of  pri> 
hibitcd  pnpcr  ho  had  in  circulation  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
and  pay  according  to  law,  fifty  per  cent,  thereon.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  order  of  suspension  was  that  the  subject  might 
be  referred  to  your  consideration,  and  that  the  aggrieved  par- 
ties might  be  relieved  from  tlie  payment  of  the  excess  of  the 
penalty  over  the  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  actual  issues,  if  in 
your  judgment  they  nre  entitled  to  the  clemency. 

A  difficulty  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  construction  of 
the  tax  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  December  Inst,  so  far  as 
regards  the  commissions  to  which  receivers  of  tax  returns 
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are  entitled.  They  claim  commissions  for  taxes  assessed  upon 
defaulters,  to  which  the  Comptroller  General  has  decided 
they  are  not  entitled.  That  act  revives  the  tax  act  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  four,  and  all  other  acts  amendatory 
thereof,  not  containing  repugnant  provisions.  Neither  by 
that  act  or  any  amendatory  act,  are  receivers  entitled  to  com- 
missions, except  on  property  returned.  The  act  to  raise  a 
tax  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  political  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  was  revived  for  a 
series  of  consecutive  years,  was  the  first  to  allow  commissions 
on  assessments.  Besides,  a  large  amount  of  the  assessments 
returned  the  present  year  was  made  under  the  law  intended 
to  prevent  the  evils  of  private  banking,  and  not  under  the 
revenue  act ;  so  tliat  in  every  view  of  the  case,  commissions 
are  not  allowable  by  existing  laws  on  the  vast  amount  of 
assessments  made;  and  it  is  for  j'ou  to  determine  whether 
they  shall  be  now  granted,  They  would  absorb  one-sixth 
part  of  the  collectable  taxes. 

Education. 

Among  the  constitutional  duties  which  you  are  called 
upon  to  discharge,  is  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sciences 
in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning.  The  university  is 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  from  the  liberal  patronage  of 
the  State,  is  enabled  to  afford  the  benefits  of  education  to 
many  vs'ho  would  otherwise  be  compelled  to  depend  upon 
the  institutions  of  other  States,  or,  for  the  want  of  means  to 
defray  so  heavy  an  expense,  abandon  the  pursuit  of  know- 
ledge. The  first  thing  to  be  regarded  in  a  republic,  is  the 
virtue  of  the  people;  the  second,  their  intelligence;  both 
are  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  free  institutions;  the 
first  inspires  them  with  a  disposition  to  do  ri;^ht,  the  second 
arms  them  with  power  to  resist  wrong.  The  precepts  of 
morality  are  mingled  with  lessons  of  literary  instruction,  in 
almost  every  sj-stem  of  modern  education  ;  and  he  who  at- 
tains a  high  degree  of  mental  improvement  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  those  lofty  sentiments  of  right  which  tend  to 
social  happiness. 

The  sum  now  distributable  among  the  several  counties  as 
a  poor  school  fund,  is  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-four  cents;  an  amount  so  inconsiderable, 
I  regret  to  say,  as  to  aflbrd  them  but  little  means  of  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  education  of  those  for  whom  it  was 
intended.  But  for  the  engagements  that  may  have  been 
made  with  teachers  for  the  present  year,  dependent  on  the 
funds  expected  from  the  State,  I  would  recommend  its  being 
retained  until  another  dividend  shall  arise  upon  the  stock 
applicable  to  this  object,  which  will  be  in  April  next. 

Executive  warrants. 

I  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  Executive  warrants  drawn 
upcn  the  treasury  for  the  past  political  year;  and  also  a  list 
of  Executive  appointments  made  since  the  first  of  November 
last. 

Mill  tart/,  &c, 

I  also  submit  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  military  store- 
keepers at  Milledgeville  and  Savannah  and  the  report  of  the 
new  commissioners  of  the  road  leading  from  Elijay  to  the 
federal  road  in  Murray  county,  relating  to  their  proceedings 
in  regard  to  an  attempted  settlement  with  the  former  com- 
missioners. 

Major  General  Burwell  J,  Wynn  has  resigned  his  com- 
mand of  the  second  division  of  Georgia  militia. 

John  H.  Watson,  Esq.  has  resigned  his  office  of  Solicitor 
General  of  the  Chattahoochee  circuit,  and  Alexander  H. 
Cooper,  Esq.  has  been  appointed  to  fill  his  vacancy  occasion- 
ed thereby. 

Wdliam  H.  Stiles,  Esq.  has  been  appointed,  according  to 
a  resolution  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  to  examine  into 
the  application  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  opening 
and  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ogeechee  river. 

Penitentiary. 

The  operation  of  the  Penitentiary,  under  its  present  able 
and  energetic  keeper,  exhibits  a  profit  of  nearly  six  thousand 
dollars  since  the  4th  day  of  January   last ;  but  the  large 


amount  of  manufactured  articles  on  hand  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  making  some  new  regulation  for  the  sale  of  them. — 
To  prevent  their  accumulation,  and  the  injury  they  neces- 
sarily sustain  from  time,  I  would  recommend  that  the  in- 
ducement be  held  out  to  purchasers  that  payment  may  be 
made  through  the  Central  Bank,  in  notes  well  secured,  and 
that  all  articles  on  hand  be  sold  annually  at  auction,  on  the 
same  liberal  terms. 

The  improvement  made  in  the  management  of  the  insti- 
tution and  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
prevent  the  evils  complained  of  in  the  report  of  the  princi- 
pal keeper,  and  effectually  prevent  the  errors  and  impositions 
there  exposed.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the  report,  that  in  form- 
er reports,  articles  and  expenditures  have  been  placed  among 
the  available  means  of  the  institution,  which  ought  to  have 
been  charged  to  its  incidental  expenses. 

It  is  necessary  to  the  profitable  management  of  the  insti- 
tution, that  provision  be  made  for  the  payment  of  its  debts. 
If  upon  the  consumption  of  its  present  stock  of  materials  it 
is  left  without  means,  and  destitute  of  credit,  its  operations 
must  cease.  If  the  proposed  change  be  made  in  tbe  mode 
of  selling  the  manufactured  articles,  the  State  may  expect 
to  be  reimbursed  in  good  notes  bearing  interest,  for  all  sums 
advanced.  For  information  in  regard  to  all  other  matters 
connected  with  the  institution  ;  the  defects  in  former  regula- 
tions; its  present  condition  and  future  prospects,  &c  ,  I  re- 
fer you  to  the  very  full  report  of  the  principal  keeper,  which 
will  be  communicated  in  a  few  days. 

Binik  of  Ruckersville. 

I  lay  before  you  the  October  report  of  the  bank  of  Ruck- 
ersville. The  report  of  the  other  banks  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  Printer,  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  a  short 
time. 

Veto. 

Several  bills  passed  by  the  last  General  .Assembly,  present- 
ed for  my  revision,  and  dissented  to  by  me,  are  herewith 
transmitted,  with  my  objections. 

Lunatic  .Ssyliim, 

One  of  the  buildings  intended  as  a  Lunatic  Asylum  will 
be  completed  before  the  close  of  your  session.  It  will,  there- 
fore be  necessary  to  adopt  regulations  for  the  recejition  and 
custody  of  the  imfortunate  class  of  persons  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  constructed,  and  to  provide  for  them  suitable  medical 
and  other  attendance. 

Balance  due  to  the  Georgia  Failroad  and  Banking 
Company. 

A  balance  is  due  to  the  Georgia  Railroad  and  Banking 
Company  for  advances  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  for  which  the  bonds  of  the 
Stale  are  hypothecated  to  a  large  amount.  I  had  the  honor 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  subject 
at  the  last  session.  It  is  equally  due  to  the  State  and  the 
company  that  this  claim  should  be  settled. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  given  to  you  by  the  peo- 
ple, to  make  all  laws  and  ordinances  which  you  may  deem 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  good  of  the  State,  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution,  you  will  doubtless  take  into  con- 
sideration other  measures  than  those  herein  recommended. 
We  require  nothing  but  wholesome  laws,  faithfully  executed, 
to  make  us  a  happy  and  prosperous  people.  A  kind  Pro- 
vidence has  surrounded  us  with  blessings,  moral,  religious 
and  political,  and  has  cast  our  lot  in  a  bountiful  land.  Our 
prosperity  and  happiness  then,  depend  upon  ourselves.  In- 
voking the  aid  and  guidance  of  the  Supreme  Being,  let  us 
aim  at  their  attainment. 

CHARLES  J.  McDonald. 

Executive  DtPAHTMK.NT,  "} 

Milledgeville,  November  2,  1841.       $ 


SiKGCt-AB. — Mr.  Harry  Frerwh,  of  Bethany,  has  anapple 
tree  on  his  farm,  thirty  years  old,  which  is  still  in  beari.ng, 
and  not  an  apple  from  it  was  ever  known  to  contain  a  seed  ! 

Columbiati  Ilegister, 
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[Continued  from  page  304.] 
Tabic  SI.  CoEiiinsacd. 


Names  of  Banks. 

Incorpo- 
rated. 

1832. DIVIDENDS. 

1833. DITIDEIUDS. 

Capital. 

April  2. 

Oct.  1. 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  2. 

Oct.  7. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Columbian 

1822 
1836 

$500,000    3pr.ct. 

3  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

$30,000 
$30,000 

3  pr.  ct. 

3  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

§30,000 

1               1 

Total 

S500,000  i                1                !6 

6 

$30,000 

Tal}!c  S2 

.  Continueel. 

1 

Names  of  Eanks. 

1834. DIVIDENDS. 

1S35. DIVIDENDS. 

April  7. 

Oct.  6. 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  6. 

Oct.  5.     i      Total. 

1 

Amount. 

Columbian 

3  pr.  ct. 

3  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

$30,000 

3  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

§30,000 

$30,000 

§30,000 

Table 

31,  CositiMissed. 

Names  of  Banks. 

1836. DIVIDENDS. 

1837. DIVIDENDS. 

April  4. 

Oct,  3, 

Total. 
6  pr.  ct. 

Amount. 
$30,000 

Capital. 

April  3. 

Oct.  2. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Columbian 

Mechanics 

3  pr.  ct. 

3  pr,  ct. 

$500,000 
150,000 

3  pr.  ct. 
3^     " 

3  pr.  ct. 
3       " 

6  pr.  ct. 
6i     " 

$30,000 
9,750 

$650,000 

Average 

6.117-18 

$39,750 

TatoSe  II 

.  Cofiitiniietl. 

- 

Names  of  Banks. 

1838. DIVIDEND?. 

1839, DIVIDENDS, 

April  2. 

Oct.  1.     j     Total. 

Amount. 

April  1. 

Oct.  7. 

Total, 

Amount. 

Columbian 

Mechanics 

3    pr.  ct. 
2J     " 

3    pr.  ct.    0  per  cent. 
3       "        5^       " 

§30,000 
8,250 

3    pr,  ct. 
3       " 

3    pr,  ct. 
3       " 

6  pr.  ct, 
6       " 

$30,000 
9,000 

Average  5.88  ,5-13 

$38,250 

Average 

6 

$39,000 

Table  II 

.  Colli issBied. 

Names  of  Banks. 

1840, — DIVIDENDS, 

1841, DIVIDENDS, 

April  6, 

Oct,  5, 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  5. 

Oct,  4. 

Total. 

Amount. 

Columbian 

Mechanics 

3    pr,  ct, 
.3       " 

3   pr.  ct. 
3       " 

fi    pr,  ct, 
6       " 

$30,000 
9,000 

3    pr,  ct, 
3       " 

3    pr,  ct. 
3       " 

6   pr.  ct. 
6       " 

$30,000 
9,000 

Average     6 

$39,000 

Average 

6 

§39,000 

Table  II.  Continued. 


Names  of  Banks. 

DIVIDENDS. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834, 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

6  pr.  ct. 
6      " 

Columbian 

Mechanics 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 

6  pr.  ct. 
6^     " 

6    pr.  ct. 

5A      " 

Table  II.  Continued. 


Names  of  Banks. 

DIVIDENDS, 

Years. 

10 
5 

Average  rate  of 
dividends. 

Aggregate 
capital. 

1840. 

6    pr.  ct. 
6       " 

1841, 

Total. 

Amount. 

Columbian 

Meclianics 

6    pr,  ct. 
6 

60  pr.  ct. 
30       " 

$300,000 
45,000 

6     per  cent. 
6 

$5,000,000 
750,000 

$345,000 

6 

$5,750,000 

isn.] 


ba:vk  dividends  ix  boston. 
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Names  of  Banks. 


TiiijSe  S*- 


Doston 

Eagle 

Freeman 

Globe 

Merc!iants' 

New  England 

Shoe    and      Leather 

Dealers' 

Suffolk 


Incor- 
porated 


lS3~. — i)iviDi;\  US 
Capital,   i  .\pril  2 


1833. — uiviDEsrs. 


$600,000  2   pr  ct. 
500,0003 


1804 
1822 
183G 

1824    1,000,000  3 
750,000*4 


1831 
1813 

1836 
1818 


Oct.  1. 


3  per  ct, 
3       " 

3        " 

3        " 


1,000,000  3       "     |3 
750,000,3       " 


Total. 


5  per  ct. 

6  " 

6 

7  " 
6 


Amount. 


$30,000 
30,000 

60,000 
52,.500 
60,000 


45,000 


4,600,000 


Av.    6.03  6-23  J277.500 


April  2. 

3  per  ct. 
3       " 

3 
3 
3        " 


Oct.  7.       Total. 


oipe.  ct.!  6  A  jier  ct. 
3        "     !  6'      " 


Amount. 


3.^ 


G 
G 
6 


6^ 


$39,000 
30,000 


60,000 
45  000 
60,000 


48,750 


Av.    6. 14  31-4G  $-282,750  i 


Talilc  %  Coiallaiucd. 


Names  of  Bank?. 

1834. DIVIDENDS.                                                                      1835. — DIVIDEND.S. 

April  7. 

October  6. 

Total. 

Amount. 

April  6. 

October  5. 

3^  per  ct. 
3 

3 

3J 
3 

4 

Total.          Amount. 

Boston 

3^  per  ct. 
3         " 

3 

3i       " 
3' 

4 

3^  per  ct. 

2 

3         " 

3^       " 
3 

4 

7  per  ct. 

5  " 

6  '" 

7  " 
6       " 

8  " 

$42,000 
25,000 

60,000 
62,500 
60,000 

3.^  per  ct. 
3 

3 

3^ 
3 

7  per  ct.      1     $42,000 
6       "                 30,000 

6  "                 60,000 

7  "                 52,500 
C       "          '       6.),000 

\ 
•   a   •   •                                     .    •    •    • 

8  "                 60,000 

Eairle 

Freeman 

Globe 

Merchants' 

New  England 

Shoe     and     Leather 
Dealers' 

Suffolk 

60,000   '  4 

1 

Average 

6.51   2-23 

$299,500 

Average 

6.6132-23    S304,.'J0« 

TaMe  8,  Conlfnacd. 


Names  of  Banks. 


1836.— -DIVIDENDS. 


Capital. 


Ap.  4. 1  Oct.  3. 


Total. 


Amount. 


Boston 

Eagle 500,000;3 

Freeman 

Globe 1,000,000  3 

Merchants' '1 ,500,000  3 J 

New  England ' 1, 000,00 0  3 

Shoe     and     Leather 

Dealers' 

Suffolk !    750,000;4 


$600,000  3h  p.  c.l3^  p.  c.    7  per  cent.  I  $42,000 


4 
3A 

,4 


35,000 

70,000 
78,750 
70,000 


67,500 


|5,350,000| 


Av.  17.30.30-199  $363,250 


I  837. DIVIDENDS. 


Capital.     Ap.  3.;  Oct.  2. 1    Total. 


$600,000  3§  p.  c'  3  pr.-c.  6^  per  ct, 


500,000  3 

150.000  3  " 

1,000,000  3^  " 

1,500,000  4  " 

1,000,000  4  " 

500,000  4  " 

750,000  5  " 


3 
3 

!3 

'3 

3 

3 

4 


i6 
7 

7 

!9 


$6,000,000 


Av.  17.00  5  6 


Amount. 


$39,000 

30,000 

9,000 

6.5,000 

105,000 
70,000 

35,000 
67,500 


$420,500 


Tabic  3,  €osi(!aucii. 


1838. — laviiiENDS. 


Names  of  Banks. 


April  2.  {   Oct.  1.       Total.     Amount 


Boston 3  per  ct. 

Eagle 3  " 

Freeman :  3  " 

Globe 3  " 

Merchants' [  3  " 

New  England j  3 

Shoe     and     Leather 

Dealers' 3  " 

Suffolk 4  " 


3^  p.  ct.l6^  per  ct. 
3  "  |6  " 
3  "6  " 
3  «  6  " 
3J  «  6i  " 
3       "      6 


3 

5 


$39,000 
30,000 
9,000 
60,000 
97,500 
60,000 

30,000 
67,500 


1839. DIVIDKXES. 


Average   6 .  55 


i$393,000 


Capital. 

$600,000 
500,000 
150,000 
1,000,000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000 


April  1.      Oct.  7 


3i  pr.  c. 
3*     " 
3 
3 

^  " 

3 


500,000    3i 
1,000,000    5 


S6,750,000i 


33  pr.  ct 

3 

3 

3       " 

3i     " 

3 


3i 
3 


Total.     !  Amount. 


7  per  cent. 
6         "- 
6 

6         " 


7 
6 

i7 
,'8 


$12,000 

30,000 

9,000 

60,000 

122,500 
60,000 

35,000 
67,500 


Average  ;6. 63  4-17  i  $426,000  j 


Vol.  V.-~40 
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TaMc  3,  Continued.. 


1310. — luriTiKNDS. 


Names  of  Banks. 


AprilC. '  Oct.  5.      Total 


Boston 3i  pr.  c.  3|  perc, 

Eagle 3 

Freeman 3 

Globe 3 

Merchants' 3i 

Now  England 3 

Shoe     and     Leather, 

Dealers' 3^ 

Suffolk 4' 


i3i 

3 

'3 

3 

.n 

4 


Av. 


7  per  ct. 

6i  " 

6  " 
0  " 

7  " 

6  " 

7  " 

8  " 


6,79  7-27 


Amount. 

$42,000 

32,500 
9,000 

60,000 
140,000 

60,000 

3.1,000 
80,000  |4^      " 


1841. —  DiviuKxns. 


Aprils.    Oct.  4. 


'I'otat.       Amount. 


3^  pr.  Ct.  3|  pr.  ct..7  per  cent. 


3 

3^ 

3 

3 

3i 


i3i 

'3 

3 

I 


H 

7 
6 
7 
6 


u 


§458,500 


Av. 


$42,000 
32,500 
10,500 
60,000 

140,000 
60,000 

36,000 
80,000 


6.81  13-27  $460,000 


nVlUENPS. 


1832. 


1833. 


5  pr.  ct, 

6  " 

6  " 

7  " 


GJ  pr.  ct 
6       " 

6  " 
6  " 
6       " 


6^     " 


Tiihlc  Sj  Co8a1li2i!cd« 


Names  of  BankSo 

BJVIBESI S. 

1834. 

1835, 

1836.       1837. 

1838. 

1839, 

1840. 

184!. 

Total. 

Amount. 

7  pr.  Ct. 

5  " 

6  "'^ 

7  " 
6     " 

8  " 

7  pr.  ct. 
6     " 

6     " 

6     " 

8  " 

7pr.ct.  6^pr.  et. 
7     "      6       " 
....      6       " 

7     «      6i     " 
7     "      7       " 

6^  p.  c. 
6     " 
6     " 
6.    " 
6^  " 
6     " 

6     " 
9     " 

7  pr.  ct. 

7  pr.  ct 

7  pr.  ct. 

6^  '' 

1     " 

6  " 

7  " 

6  " 

7  " 

8  " 

66^  per  cent. 

61 

31 

6H       " 

68^       " 

62 

34 

79i       " 

$399,000 
305,000 
46,50© 
615,000 
886,250 
620,000 

170,000 
643,750 

Eaffle 

6     "      6*  " 

6     " 

6  " 

7  " 

6  " 

7  " 

8  " 

6     " 

6  " 

7  " 

6  " 

7  " 

8  " 

New  England 

Shoo     and     Leather 
Dealers' 

7     " 
9     " 

7       " 

7       " 
9       " 

Sufl'ulk 

1 

Ag.  av. 

66.63  177-221 

!  $3,685,-500  ; 

Tabic  S,  CocjUsinccI. 


Names  of  Banks. 

Years. 

Dividends  over  interest. 

Average  rate  of  di- 
vidends per  an. 

Total  interest. 

Aggregate 
capital. 

Amount, 

Pr.  ct. 

60 
60 
30 
60 
60 
60 

30 
60 

Amount. 

10 
10 
5 
10 
10 
10 

5 
10 

&h   per  ct. 

r    " 

1 

H     " 

2         " 

4 
19A       " 

$39,000 

5,000 

1,500 

15,000 

113,750 

20,000 

20,000 
156,250 

6 .  65  per  cent. 

0.05 

0.20 

6.15 

6.81  19-26 

6,20         " 

6.80 
7.92  4-13" 

$360,000 
300,000 
45,000 
600,000 
772,500 
600,000 

150,000 
487,500 

$6,000,000 
5,000,000 
750,000 
10,000,000 
12,875,000 
10,000,000 

2,500,000 
8,125,000 

Eafflfi  •• •• 

Propman 

Glabe 

Merchants' 

New  England. ..... 

Shoe     and     Leather 
Dealers' 

Suffolk 

Average 

6.67   13-221 

$370,500 

A V.  6.70  130-221 

$3,315,000 

$55,260,000 

[Conclusion  next  number.] 


A  IIcaTj-  Fall  of  Sno%v. 

The  Laporte  (Indiana)  Whig  of  the  29th  ultimo  sajs : 
"^"now  commenced  falling  in  this  place  on  last  Saturday, 
fox  the  first  time  this  fall.  Although  a  large  amount  mclled 
as  fast  as  it  fell,  it  covered  the  earth  to  the  depth  of  several 
inches.  Sixteen  miles  cast  of  here  it  was  over  two  feet  deep; 
and  at  Niles,  Michigan,  we  understand  it  was  over  three. 
It  is  supposed  that  it  would  have  been  five  feet  decf)  at  that 
place  if  the  ground  had  been  frozen.  The  pressure  upon 
the  roofs  of  the  houses  was  so  great  thiit  several  of  them 
were  broken  in  by  it." 


Brii.<3lie.<i. 


The  XRpst  extensive  Brush  manufactory  in  New  England 
}i  that  oiStratton,  Cool'dgc  &,  Co.  No.  22  P^schangc  street, 


Boston.  They  give  regular  employment  to  about  a  hundred 
hands,  and  manufacture  the  best  style  of  brushes  of  almost 
every  description,  and  particularly  those  used  in  factories. 
We  have  for  several  years  used  type-brushes  from  this  es- 
tablishment, and  as  we  never  before  could  find  an  articl« 
\yhich  would  do  a  fourth  part  of  tho  service,  we  give  this 
notice  for  the  benefit  of  our  brethren  of  the  type.  Their 
horse-hair  clothes  brush,  which  may  be  found  at  most  of  the 
hardware  stores,  is  an  elegant  and  useful  article — never  in- 
juring the  finest  clothes  or  the  nicest  beaver. 

Speaking  of  raisins,  leads  us  to  mention  as  a  curious  fact, 
that  the  new  Smyrna  Raisins  were  received  this  fall,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, via  New  Orleans,  a  thousand  miles  more  or  less  from 
the  seaboard,  earlier  than  they  were  at  Boston  or  New  York> 

[Vijuinnati  Republican, 


1841.] 


THE  CONGRESS  BUIJIAL  GROUND. 


Tlsc  Congress  BnriaS  Groisud. 

The  following  account  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  to 
stranijers  of  all  objecis  within  the  limits  of  thr>  city  of  Wash- 
ington, appeared  some  time  ago  in  the  Balliinore  8n", 
whence  we  are  sure  wn  shall  gratify  many  of  our  reado.s  by 
transf«jrring  it  to  our  columns  : 

About  a  mile  and  a  quarter  eastward  from  the  Capitol,  on 
the  northern  banks  of  the  "  Anacostia,"  may  be  seen  the 
"Washington  Parish  Burial  Ground,"  more  generally  known, 
however,  in  later  years,  as  the  "  Congress  Burial  Ground," 
a  title  deris'ed,  doubtless,  from  the  circumstance  of  a  portion 
of  it  being  reserved  especially  for  the  interment  of  members 
of  Congress  and  other  officers  of  the  Government 


pathize  with  the  bereaved  friends  at  a  distance,  who  had 
been  thus  deprived  of  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  adminis- 
tering to  them  ill  the  closing  hour*:  of  liTe,  or  of  payin'j:  ths 
la>t  tribute  of  nspect  to  their  remiins.  I  aroused  myself 
from  my  reverie  by  this  involuntary  exclamation  :  Despond 
not,  thou  child  of  genius,  thiai  devoted  patriot,  nor  let  the 
lofty  flight  of  thy  buoyant  spirit  be  retarded  ;  thy  nnme  has 
not  been  swept  away  into  oblivion.  \V  hen  thy  friends  and 
countrj'men  from  afar  sliall  make  a  pious  pilgriinr.gc  to  this 
hallowed  spot,  the  reminiscences  of  the  past  shall  flit  o'er 
their  minds,  and  the  tear  of  friendbhip  will  be  shed  to  thy 
memory  ! 

PaSiing  on,  I  noticed  a  splendid  monument  erected  to  tha 
memory  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  Vice  President  of  the  United 


The  project  for  establishing  the  celebrated  repository  of  ;  States,  who  died  suddenly  on  his  way  to  the  Capitol,  as  Pre- 
le  dead,  (for  it  has  been  an  object  of  universal  admiration  '  sident  of  the  Senate,  on  the  2:Jd  of  November.  ISli,  aged 


ll 

with  the  thousands  who  have  visited  it  since  its  completion.) 
was  conceived  and  carried  into  ed'ect  on  the  4th  cf  April,  | 
1807,  by  a  few  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  city,  of  various  denominations,  who,  in  a  most 
commendable  spirit,  determined  that  the  price  of  lots  should 
be  fixed  so  low,  that  individuals  in  humble  circumstances 
could  avail  themselves  of  equal  advantages  with  their  more 
prosperous  neighbors  in  the  purchase  of  the  ground.  It  was 
further  agreed  that,  as  soon  as  the  little  association  who  pro- 
cured the  "  site,"  should  be  reimbursed,  for  moneys  expend- 
ed in  the  purchase  and  improvements,  the  entire  property 
should  then  be  placed  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the    usefulness 


seventy -six  years ;  another  to  the  memory  of  George  Clin- 
ton, Vice  President,  formerly  of  New  York,  in  the  seventy- 
third  year  of  his  age,  "  a  soldier  and  statesman  of  the  Revo- 
lution." This  announcement,  though  brief,  speaks  volumes. 
A  third  to  the  memory  of  Major  General  Jacob  Brown,  aged 
sixty-five  years.  The  services  of  this  gallant  officer  are  too 
fresh  in  the  recollections  of  those  at  all  conversant  with  the 
history  of  the  lale  war  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  n.-count 
them  here.  This  monument  is  surmounted  by  a  broken 
shaft,  strikingly  emblematical  of  the  summary  manner  in 
which  he  was  .stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  his  honor  and 


Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  the  Vestry  of  which  was  an 
incorporated  body. 

Among  the  original  signers  to  the  subscription  paper,  I  ; 
perceive  the  names  of  Messrs.  Henry  Ingle,  George  Biag- 
den,  Griffith  Coombe,  Samuel  N.  Smalhvood,  Dr.  Frederick 
May,  Peter  Miller,  John  T.  Frost  and  C'ommodore  Thomas 
Tingey,  who,  together  with  many  others,  distinguished  at 
that  period  for  their  enterprising  spirits,  made  liberal  invest- 
ments with  a  view  to  promote  the  philanthropic  object. —  , 
Perhaps  the  first  interment  made  was  the  body  of  the  Hon.  ' 
Uriah  Tracy,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  from  Connecticut.  | 

The  site  is  located  due  north  and  south ;  it  is  478  feet  in 
length  and  413  in  breadth,  with  a  gentle  slope  tov^'ards  the  , 
south.     The  ranges  of  lots  are  designated,  north  and  south,  . 
by  the  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and  east  and  west  by  numbers.  ' 
The  grounds  are  handsomely  laid  out  in  grass  plats,  which 
intersect,  at  convenient  spaces,  with  gravelled  walks  and  or- 
namented with  shrubbery  and  trees  of  various  kinds,  such  \ 
as  the  willow,  cedar,  American  poplar,  &c.  and  the  whole  j 
is  enclosed  by  a  substantial  brick  v/all  about  seven  feet  high.  ! 

For  the  accommodation  of  those  who  have  no  vault,  and  i 
wish  to  defer  the  permanent  interment  of  their  deceased  i 
friends,  a  public  vault  has  been  erected,  the  use  of  which  j 
can  l)e  obtained  for  a  very  moderate  consideration. 

What  a  train  of  reflections  is  started,  on  casting  the  eye  ! 
over  the  many  instances  of  mortality  indicated  by  the  nu- 
merous monuments  here  erected  ?     The  bodies  of  no  less 
than  fifty-four  members  of  Congress  quietly  repose  within 
these  walls;  and,  on  a  hasty  perusal  of  the  inscriptions  on 
the  little  monuments  which  cover  them,  I  learn  that  they  ] 
are  gathered  from  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  ; 
Union.     My  own  recollection  of  some  of  them  reminds  me  ; 
tliot  they  were  of  all  political  parties — men  of  intrinsic,  ster-  j 
ling  merit,  and  splendid  talents — some  of  whom  were  justly  ; 
considered  an  honor  and  ornament  to  their  profession,  and  j 
whose  eloquence  never  failed  to  enchain  and  transport  the 
listening  multitudes  in  the  Halls  of  our  National  Legisla- 
ture. 

"  The  applause  of  list'ning  senates  to  command, 
The  threats  of  pain  and  ruin  to  despise, 
To  scatter  plenty  o'er  a  smiling  land. 
And  read  their  history  in  a  nation's  eyes, 
Their  lot  forbade." 

As  I  stood  and  contemplated  the  solemn  scene  before  me, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  several  of  these  tenants  of  tombs 
had  been  summoned  away  after  only  a  few  days'  illness,  and 
others  scarcely  with  an  hour's  notice,  how  deeply  did  I  sym- 


A  monument,  a  plain  shaft,  of  novel  taste,  but  very  neat- 
ly executed,  to  the  memory  of  Capt.  John  W.  McCrabb,  of 
the  U.  S.  Army,  who  died  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  No- 
vember 6,  1839,  aged  29  years  ;  erected  by  his  devoted  wife. 

Pursuing  my  ramble,  my  eye  suddenly  rested  on  tiie  word 
Baltimore;  I  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  learned  that  the  re- 
mains of  Mrs.  Pcchin,  the  amiable  and  accomplished  con- 
sort of  Col.  Wm.  Pechin,  of  your  city,  were  resting  there. 

A  plain  tomb  stone  indicates  where  the  body  of  the  lato 
gallant  Commodore  Daniel  Patterson  lies.  He  died  in  the 
54th  year  of  his  age. 

A  neat  and  beautiful  monument,  in  momory  of  Frederick 
Rodgers,  son  of  the  gallant  Commodore,  "  who  was  drowned 
near  Norfolk,  on  the  5th  of  April,  18^8,  making  noble  ef- 
forts to  save  Midshipmen  Slidell  and  ILirrison,  his  friends 
and  companions  in  life  and  in  death."  His  age  was  17 
years  and  1  month.  Possessed  of  feelings  of  the  purest 
philanthropy  and  softest  benevolence,  this  young  officer, 
with  a  magnanimity  which  knew  no  danger,  lost  his  own 
life  in  an  un.svailing  attempt  to  save  the  lives  of  his  com- 
rades. Congress  should  have  erected  over  this  grave  one  of 
the  noblest  monuments,  and  the  inscription  should  have  been 
in  letters  of  gold. 

These  are  but  few  of  the  many  evidences  of  esteem  and 
aflection  recorded  in  this  burial  place.  The  tomb  stones, 
generally,  are  very  handsomely  executed,  and  display  beau- 
tiful inscriptions.  In  one  corner  of  the  ground,  however,  I 
discovered  a  grave,  without  a  stone  to  indicate  the  name  of 
the  person  whose  remains  were  reposing  there.  Perhaps 
some  poor  individual  was  buried  there,  whose  best  friend  was 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  him,  and  who  instead  of  making 
even  a  decent  display  over  the  neglected  grave,  preferred  to 
steal  there  at  midnisht,  and  shed  a  clandestine  tear  to  his 
memory  ;  even  if  such  is  the  case,  the  reflection  is  consoling 
that,  in  the  court  of  Heaven,  this  poor,  neglected  individual 
may  be  more  highly  estimated  than  some  who  have  possess- 
ed immense  wealth,  and  who  have  glittered,  like  the  gaudy 
butterfly,  in  the  sunshine  of  an  hour. 

[National  JiitelUe^encer. 


Texas  Cotton. 


The  Hon.  A.  Hutchison,  in  a  letter  to  Hia  Excellency, 
M.  B.  Lamar,  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  describes 
at  some  length,  a  species  of  cotton  found  in  the  western  part 
of  Texas,  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  the  Silk  Cot- 
ton, owing  to  its  superior  fineness  and  whiteness.  It  is  said 
to  be  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  is  generally  regarded  as  of 
the  South  ^ea  vaiieiy. 


m 


CIKCCLAR  TO  UFFICElib  Ol'  THE  CL'aTOM::i. 


[N0TE.\ia£H, 


Circular  to  Officers  o.f  the  CustoniSi 

TnEASUr,T    DtrATlTMKNT,        '^ 

First  Comptroller's  Office,  A'ov.  8,  1841.5 

8ir : — The  foliowing  recent  decisions  of  this  ofilce  ars 
communicated  for  your  information  and  f^oveniment ; 

Canvans,  called  sampkr  canvass,  to  continue  to  pay 
twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  as  a  manufacture  of 
flax. 

Cotton  Lace,  having  paid  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  nd 
valorem,  under  the  act  of  V2A  May,  IS 24,  section  1,  cl.  5, 
to  pay  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  under  the  1st  section  of 
act  of  11th  September,  1841. 

Cotton  lingg^ing-,  without  regard  to  the  weight  or  width, 
and  of  whatever  material  composed,  is  liable  to  the  duty  of 
three  and  a  halfcent.s  per  square  yard,  under  the  act  of  14th 
July,  1832,  section  2,  cl.  14.  Guunij  cloth,  if  Puitable  for, 
arid  infcnded  to  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  cotton  bagging,  is 
therefore  to  continue  to  be  charged  with  that  duty. 

JMnrliuff  Goods. — On  the  importation  of  merchandise 
which,  having  previously  to  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  14th 
July,  18o2,  and  2d  March,  V633,  paid  a  specific  rate  of  du- 
tv,  has  .since  been  exempt  from  duty,  and  whidi  now  pays 
a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  under  the  act  of  1 1th 
September,  1811,  the  rate  of  duty  payable  is  to  he  branded 
tr  marked  as  heretofore  directed  ;  but  when  the  importation 
is  of  articles  which  bear  the  same  general  name,  but  are  of 
various  qualities  and  values,  as  raisins,  the  specific  or  dis- 
tinctive character  of  the  article  being  branded  or  marked  on 
the  package,  &c.,  will  render  it  unnecessary  to  add  the  rate 
of  duty.  C{ sujc.rf,  divided  into  two  kinds  only,  of  ivhite 
and  bro~xn,  the  white  only  need  be  marked  with  its  distinc- 
tive character,  "  white,"  as  all  sugars  not  so  distinguished,  if 
subsequently  offered  for  exportation,  are  to  be  considered  as 
brown;  and  on  the  exporiatiou  of  white  sugars  the  same 
careful  e;<amin9tion  is  to  be  made  by  the  Surveyor,  as  is 
now  required  upon  their  importation. 

After  the  3 1st  December  next,  when  another  reduction  of 
duty  is  to  take  place,  all  im[)ortation3  of  such  goods  of  the 
class  first  before  mentioned,  as  arc  permitted  to  pass  into  the 
possession  of  the  importers,  retaining  their  right  to  deben- 
ture, are  to  be  marked  in  itrcng  and  legible  characters,  with 
the  year  of  their  importation,  as"  1842."  Wines  and  li- 
qii  irs  necessarily  remaining  in  public  store  from  their  land- 
ing on  importation  to  their  lading  for  exportation,  to  secure 
tlic  benefit  of  drawback,  need  not  be  so  marked. 

The  following  list  comprehends  most  of  the  articles  to  be 
marked  as  directed  :  almonds,  camphor,  crude  or  refined, 
capsia,  cinnamon,  cloves,  cocoa,  currants,  figs,  ginger,  mace, 
nutmegs,  pepper,  black,  prunes,  pimento,  raisins,  Sail  Duck, 
inciuding  Hollands,  Ravens  and  Russia ;  sugars,  wool,  un- 
manufactured, the  value  whereof  at  the  place  of  exportation 
shall  not  exceed  eight  cents  per  pound. 

With  regard  to  the  officers  to  be  employed  in  the  marking, 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  Deputy  Inspectors  of  the  revenue 
known  as  markers  arc  to  be  charged  with  this  duty  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  business  of  the  port  will  not  allow  its 
performance  by  the  Inspectors  of  the  customs  ;  but,  to  avoid 
unnecessary  expense  to  the  Ujiited  States,  when  such  duty 
can  be  f>erfortnc:J  by  such  Inspectors  without  detriment  to 
the  roguirjr  despatch  of  other  necessary  dutie-;  the  requisite 
number  of  those  officers  will  be  detailed  and  deputed  for  the 
service,  by  the  Surveyor  of  the  poit  as  officer  of  inspection. 

Musical  lu'tr'tmrn  s,  {)rincipally  of  wood,  were  liable 
under  the  act  of  17lh  April,  1816,  section  1,  cl.  o,  to  a  duty 
of  thirty  percent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  act  of  llth  July,  1832, 
BCC.  2.  cl.  21,  declaring  tint  they  should  continue  to  pay  the 
then  rate  of  duty,  such  musical  instruments  composed  prin- 
cipally of  wood,  as  flutes.fifes,  bassoons,  clarionets,  organs,  pi- 
ano-furtes,  harps,  &c  ,  remain  liable  to  that  duty.  'J'o  this  list 
will  bo  added  accordions,  and  all  other  musical  instruments 
composed  chiefly  of  wood  ;  if  chiefly  of  brass  or  copper,  they 
will  pay  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  if  of  silver  or  ivory 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  the  former  having  previously 
paid  twelve  and  a  half,  and  the  latter  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  va- 
l"rem;  of  leather  they  will  pay  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
Musical  inatrumeats  arc  not  to  be  taken  as  toy8,if.!lhough 


imported  under  that  designation,  except  in  cases  in  which 
the  United  States'  appraisers  shall  report  them  as  toys,  or 
•articles  heretofore  unenumerated,  in  contradistinction  to  mu- 
sical instruments  or  manufactures  of  certain  material  or  ma- 
terials. Strings  for  musical  instruments,  having  been  free 
under  former  laws,  will  pay  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  under 
the  recent  luw. 

Paints,  Painters^  Colors  and  Putty. — By  the  act  of  27th 
April,  1816,  section  1,  cl.  G,  there  is  assessed  on  ochre,  dry, 
one  cent  per  pound;  in  oil,  one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 
As  the  term  ochre  is  here  used  in  the  law  in  its  most  com- 
prehensive sense,  it  has  been  uniformly  understood  by  this 
office,  to  include  all  ochry  earths  used  in  the  preparation  of 
painters'  colors,  and  the  duty  chargeable  on  ochre  has  there- 
fore been  exacted  on  articles  invoiced,  or  denominated  in  the 
language  of  trade,  as  7'ed  ochre,  yrlloiu  ochre,  redearth,  brown 
earth,  Spanish  broiun,  powdered  red  iron  stone,  or  oxide  of 
iron,  ve7iftia7i  red;  to  which  list  must  be  added,  all  painters' 
colors  of  whatever  hue,  dry  or  in  oil,  in  which  ochre,  or  ochry 
earth,  is  an  ingredient,  unless  combined  with  a  component  ma- 
terial bearing  a  higher  rate  of  duty,  in  which  case  the  article 
must  be  charged  with  that  higher  rate  ;  or  when  the  specific 
rate  of  duty  shall  be  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  value, 
in  which  case  the  article  is  to  be  charged  with  twenty  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  under  the  recent  law.  IVhiting  and  Pcria 
toldts,  by  the  act  of  27th  April,  1816,  sec.  1,  cl.  6,  are 
charged  with  the  specific  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound.  As 
they  aie  subject  to  this  duty  equally  when  dry  or  in  oil,  it 
follows  that  one  cent  per  pound  is  to  be  charged  upon  all 
articles  with  whiting  or  Paris  white  as  a  component  material, 
and  with  no  other  ingredient  bearing  a  higher  rate  of  duty, 
as  in  the  articles  black  paint,  composed  of  whiting,  oil  and 
lamp-black  ;  and  putty,  composed  of  whiting  and  oil :  when 
the  specific  duly  is  less  than  the  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
vabrem,  the  article  will  of  course  be  charged  with  the  latter 
rate  of  duty. 

The  act  of  19th  Jjlay,  1SJ8,  section  1,  cl  2,  imposes  a 
specific  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound  on  red  or  -white  lead 
dry  or  ground  in  oil ;  and  the  act  of  14  th  of  July,  18.32,  sec- 
tion 3,  provides  that  nothing  contained  in  that  act  shall  be 
so  con.strucd  as  to  reduce  the  duty  upon  red  lead,  ivhite  lead, 
or  litharge. 

In  conformity  with  these  [)rovi.sions  of  law,  kemnitz  vihite, 
and  Venetian  ivhite,  being  carbonate  of  lead  in  oil,  and  black 
/)a/?ii,  composed  of  carbonate  of  lead  in  oil,  with  black  color- 
ing material,  have  been  charged  under  the  direction  of  this 
office  with  the  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound  ;  which  duty  it 
is  proper  to  charge  on  all  similar  articles  having  carbonate  of 
lead  as  a  component  material ;  hraganza  green,  having  ox- 
ide of  lead  as  a  component  material,  erroneously  admitted  on 
one  occasion  at  the  duty  of  one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
is  to  be  charged  with  five  cents  per  pound. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  proper  application  of  these  general  rulcis, 
in  the  duo  examination  of  the  several  importations  of  paint- 
ers colors,  will  lead  to  an  accurate  discrimination  and  uniform 
assessment  of  duty  at  the  several  ports. 

Plate,  Old  Silver,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufactured,  the 
United  States  appraisers  reporting  the  fact  to  the  Collector, 
and  he  concurring,  to  be  admitted  free  as  silver  bullion,  un- 
der the  act  of  11th  September,  1841. 

Sugars,  liejincd. — It  has  been  made  a  question,  upon 
the  exportation  of  Refined  Sugars  for  benefit  of  drawback,  the 
exportation  being  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1 1th 
September,  1841,  but  the  debenture  being  payable  after  that 
date,  whether  the  former  or  present  allowance  of  drawback  is 
to  be  made.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  office  that  the  act  of  11th 
September,  1841,  section  3,  reducing  the  drawback  on  Re- 
fined Sugar,  applies  exclusively  to  sugars  exported  after  the 
passage  of  said  act,  and  that  therefore  the  former  rate  of  five 
cents  per  pound  is  to  be  allowed  on  all  sugars  refined  from 
foreign  material  and  exported  previously  to  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

Suspenders,  composed  in  part  of  leather,  to  pay  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  llth 
September,  1841,  leather  being  the  component  material 
bearing  thn  highest  rate  of  duty. 
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IVilhius,  partly  manufactured  or  prepared  for  making 
wicker  baskets,  formerly  admitted  hfe  as  unenumeraled  ar- 
ticles, to  pay  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem  under  the  act 
of  nth  September,  1811. 

Respectfully, 

J.  N.  BARKER. 

Jlcting  Complroller, 


Tl2C  ejr«g-asi  OasSrasc. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Jenison  to  the  .Acting- 
Governor  of  Canada. 

SiuiKKiiAM,  Vt.  Sept.  29,  1841. 

Sir — Depositions  of  respectable  citizens  of  this  State  have 
been  placed  in  my  hands,  showing  that  a  gross  outrage  was 
committed  in  the  town  of  Alburgh,  in  this  State,  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th  instant,  by  a  party  of  armed  men,  sup- 
posed to  be  volunteers  or  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  service 
— a  part  of  Capt.  Jones'  Light  Dragoons  then  stationed  at 
Missisquoi  Bay.  It  appears  that  between  two  and  three 
o'clock  on  the  morning  aforesaid,  from  twelve  to  twenty 
persons,  a  part  of  them,  at  least,  in  the  uniform  of  said  corps, 
forcibly  entered  the  dwelling  house  of  one  William  Brown 
of  said  Alburgh,  about  three  miles  froiii  the  Province  line, 
rushed  into  the  room  where  said  Brown  and  his  wife  were 
in  bed,  presented  a  musket  at  Brown  and  threatened  to  shoot 
him  if  he  did  not  remain  quiet — others  of  the  party  entered 
an  adjoining  room,  and  seizing  one  James  W.  Grogan,  se- 
verely wounding  him,  dragged  him  into  the  street  with  no 
clothes  on  but  his  shirt,  thrust  him  into  a  wagon,  and  forci- 
bly conveyed  him,  naked  as  he  was,  to  Clarenceville  in  the 
Province  of  Canada. 

Circumstances  leave  not  a  doubt  but  that  this  brutal  at- 
tack upon  defenceless  individuals,  and  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  sovereignty  of  a  neighboring  government,  was 
winked  at,  if  not  planned  and  directed,  by  an  officer  in  Her 
Majesty's  service. 

Respect  for  the  authoiities  of  the  government  of  Canada 
forbids  the  belief  that  they  will  justify  this  high  handed  and 
atrocious  act  of  a  subordinate  ofiicer,  and  I  trust  that  Gro- 
gan, who  is  said  to  be  by  birth  an  American  citizen,  if  not 
immediately  released,  will  at  least  receive  humane  treat- 
ment. 

I  make  this  communication  under  the  expectation,  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  character  of  Grogan  or  of  his  offences 
against  the  Government  of  Canada,  all  proceedings  against 
him  will  be  suspended,  in  consideration  of  the  unjustifiable 
manner  of  his  arrest. 

I  forbear  to  comment  on  the  consequences  which  will  be 
■likely  to  result  from  repeated  aggressions  of  this  character, 
and  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the  facts  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  General  Government  at  Washington,  that  such 
measures  may  be  taken  as  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  res- 
pective governments  demand. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  ob't  serv't, 

S.  II.  JENISON, 

Gov.  Vermont. 
Sir  R.  Jactisox, 

,4ctinff  Gov.  of  the  Canadas. 


Copy  of  a  latter  from  the  ..ictin^  Governor  of  Canada, 
to  Goveriior  Jenison. 

GOTERS^MEXT  HoLSE,  KingStOH,  7 

6th  October,  1841.      5 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  last 
night  of  your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  29th  ultimo,  re- 
lative to  an  alleged  violation  of  the  territory  of  the  Slate  of 
Vermont,  by  the  arrest  within  it  by  some  of  Her  .Majesty's 
Eubjects  of  one  Grogan,  accused  of  having  committed  certain 
crimes  within  the  Canadian  frontier. 


Immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  transaction, 
and  long  before  your  Excellency's  despatch  reached  me,  I 
had  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  to  ascertain 

1st — Whether  the  arrest  of  Grogan  had  been  made  with- 
in the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

'.'d — Whether  it  was  made  as  stated  by  persons  in  Her 
Majesty's  service  or  by  British  subjects. 

And  in  order  to  avoid  delay  I  at  the  same  time  directed 
the  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown  at  Montreal,  if  it  should  bo 
shown  that  Grogan  had  been  illegally  arrested,  at  once  to 
take  the  necessary  legal  steps  for  setting  him  at  liberty.  I 
have  not  yet  received  a  report  in  answer  to  these  insti ac- 
tions, hut  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  that  no  delay  will 
take  place.  In  the  meantime  yout  Excellency  may  be  as- 
sured that  if  the  transaction  be  as  represented,  I  shall  take 
efTectnal  means  to  mark  my  disapprobation  of  the  conduct 
of  those  concerned  in  it — and  more  especially  to  visit  with 
the  utmost  rigor  any  officer  cr  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  ser- 
vice to  whom  a  participation  in  such  an  outrage  may  be 
brought  home. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  believe  that  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  British  authorities  to  avoid  all  proceedings  inconsistent 
with  the  relations  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  and  the  duties  which  as  countries  in  amity 
they  owe  to  each  other.  The  events  of  the  last  few  years 
have  produced  an  irritation  on  both  sides  of  the  frontier 
which  it  is  not  always  possible  to  control ;  but  it  will  be  our 
endeavor  to  repress  and  restrain  that  irritation  as  much  as 
possible,  and  in  the  execution  of  this  task  I  feel  sure  that  I 
shall  receive  from  your  Excellency  and  the  other  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  that  co-operation  without  which  my 
efTorts  could  not  be  successful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  Excy's  most  ob't  serv't, 

R.  JACKSON. 
His  Excellency,  S.  H.  Jexisojt. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  .Acting  Governor  of  Canada  to 
Governor  Jeidson. 

GoTEHN.MENT  Ho csK,  Kingston,  7 
6th  October,  1841.      > 

Sir — Since  I  addressed  to  your  Excellency  my  despatch 
of  this  morning,  I  have  received  from  the  Law  Olficer  of  the 
Crown  at  Montreal,  a  report,  from  which  it  appeals  that  the 
evidence  which  they  had  obtained  on  the  subject  proved  that 
Grogan's  arrest  took  place,  as  was  alleged,  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  In  conformity,  therefore,  with 
their  instructions  they  had  taken  steps  for  setting  Grogan  at 
liberty,  and  conveying  him  to  the  frontier  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  which  he  was  arrested.  I  am  informed  that  Grogan 
left  Montreal  accordingly  on  the  4th  inst. 

I  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  shall  nevertheless 
continue  the  investigation  which  I  have  directed,  and  if  the 
information  conve3'ed  to  your  Excellency  that  officers  or  sol- 
diers in  Her  Majesty's  service  were  implicated  in  this  affair, 
should  prove  correct,  I  shall  not  fail  to  visit  the  offence  with 
the  utmost  rigor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


His  Ex'y,  S.  II.  Jiisisoif. 


R.  JACKSOX. 


\_rermo7it  JVatchmau. 


Tlie  Brave  Old  OaU. 


The  largest  Red  Oak  Tree  in  North  America,  says  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  Natchitoches  Herald,  can  be  seen  on  the 
plantation  of  W.  Smith,  Esq,  eighteen  miles  from  Natchi- 
toches, on  the  road  leading  to  Opelousas.  The  majestic  Oak 
stands  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  and  heavy  bottom,  on  the  Bayou 
St.  Barb.  Two  feet  from  tiie  ground  it  me::?ures  fort y-f our 
feet  in  circumference  ;  and  at  six  feet,  thirty-liio  feet.  The 
trunk  appears  sound  and  healthy,  and  its  height,  to  the 
branchea,  is  from  fifty  to  t^ixty  feet. 
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FKIGATE  RARITAN.— FINANCES  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


[NoyEMBKn, 


Public  Meeting— Frigate  Raritaii< 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, without  distinction  of  party,  held  pursuant  to  pub- 
lic notice,  at  the  County  Court  House,  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Chesnut  btrcets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  10th  inst.  Gen.  A.  M.  I're- 
vost,  was  api)ointed  President,  and  Thomas  U.  (irover  and 
James  Gregory,  Vice  Presidents  for  the  First  District ;  Col. 
John  Swift  and  J.  W.  Tyson,  for  the  Second  District ;  and 
Morton  McMichael  and  John  Naglee,  for  the  Third  District; 
and  William  D.  Kelley,  Joel  Cook,  and  S.  H.  Gillingham, 
Esqs.,  Secretaries. 

The  meeting  being  organized,  on  motion  of  Col.  James 
Page,  a  committee  of  five  were  appointed  to  draft  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  The 
committee,  consi>ting  of  the  following  gentlemen — Col. 
James  Page,  Josiah  Randall,  Col.  J.  J.  McCahen,  William 
A.  Crabbe,  and  William  English,  after  a  short  absence,  re- 
ported the  fallowing,  at  the  hand  of  their  Chairman,  who 
prefaced  them  with  a  series  of  remarks. 

Whereas,  It  is  the  true  policy  of  all  governments  "  in 
time  of  peace  to  prepare  for  war  ;" 

And  Whereas,  the  present  aspect  of  our  foreign  affairs  is 
such  as  imperiously  calls  upon  our  constituted  authorities 
at  once  to  place  the  country  in  an  attitude  of  defence  ; 

And  Whereas,  the  Navy  has  always  been  regarded  by 
the  American  people  with  pride  and  pleasure,  and  is  justly 
considered  the  right  arm  of  the  nation  ;  Therefore,  he  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  measures  of  the  government, 
having  for  their  object  the  increase  of  our  naval  strength 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  the  seaboard,  meet  with  our 
decided  approbation. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  rejoice  in  perceiving  that  orders 
have  been  given  for  the  finishing  and  launching  of  ships  of 
war  now  on  the  stocks  at  other  Naval  Stations,  we  regret  to 
find  that  nothing  has  been  dona  with  regard  to  the  frigate 
Raritan,  under  cover  at  our  Navy  Yard,  where  she  has  been 
doomed  ingloriously  to  rest  for  a  space  of  21  years,  while 
vessels  of  her  class  begun  at  the  same  time,  and  many  com- 
menced since,  have  been  permitted  to  glide  into  their  destin- 
ed element,  to  add  to  the  glory  of  the  "  Stripes  and  Stars." 

Resolved,  That  it  would  seem  to  be  true  economy  to  di- 
rect the  finishing  and  launching  of  this  noble  ship,  whose 
model  is  said  to  be  a  perfect  one ;  as  in  a  few  weeks  the 
mechanics  now  employed  at  the  yard  will  be  without  work 
for  the  winter,  and  at  a  time  when  the  material  necessary  to 
complete  the  frigate  is  on  hand,  the  more  especially  as  her 
frame  has  suffered  so  greatly  from  decay,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  competent  judges  the  mere  replacing  of  the  rotten  timber 
would  give  employiiient  to  a  number  of  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  to  build  two  small  steam  frigates 
will  furnish  no  immediate  employment  to  the  numerous 
hands  now  engaged  at  the  yard,  as  the  materials  out  of  which 
they  are  to  be  built  are  yet  to  be  delivered,  and  a  period  of  six 
months  and  probably  more  must  elapse  before  the  keel  of 
either  can  be  laid. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  ship  builders  of  Philadelphia 
arc  second  in  point  of  reputation  to  those  of  no  other  port  in 
the  Union,  as  has  been  established  beyond  dispute  by  the 
specimens  of  naval  architecture  which  they  have  built  and 
set  afloat;  and  the  stntion  itself  presents  the  advantages  of 
convenience,  safety  and  economy,  we  respectfully  call  upon 
the  Navy  Department  for  such  a  share  of  its  patronage  as 
these  claims  justify  us  in  demanding,  and  trust  that  it  will 
not  be  denied. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  including  the  Chair- 
man, be  ap[)ointed,  with  instructions  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Board  of  Navy  Commission- 
ers, and  to  hold  such  correspondence  with  the  proper  authori-  j 
ties  as  may  be  necessary  in  their  o|)inion  to  place  this  sub-  ! 
joct  in  its  true  lii-ht,  and  to  secure  for  this  station  the  con- 
»ideration  to  which  it  is  justly  entitled. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

ilr.  Wm.  H.  Knovvlea  moved  that  the  committee  on 


resolutions  be  the  committee  of  correspondence  ;  which  was 
carried. 

The  m.eeting  was  then  addressed  by  several  gentlemen. 

•Adjourned.  A.  M.  Piir.vosT,  President. 

William  D.  Kellcy,  "^ 

Joel  Cook,  i-  Secretaries. 

S.  H.  Gillingham.  S 


Finances  of  Itc-\v  Jersey— Treaatircr'3  Ilcport* 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislative  Council  and  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  J\'eiv  Jersey, 

By  a  law  passed  in  1838,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Trea- 
surer immediately  after  his  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  the 
committee  appointed  for  tliat  [lurposc,  to  submit  to  the  Leg- 
islature a  balance  sheet  exhibiting  the  general  amount  of 
expenditure,  the  amount  of  receipts,  and  the  sources  whence 
they  have  been  received  ;  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  State, 
how  and  where  ;  the  ainount  of  the  school  fund,  and  how 
invested  ;  the  amount  of  bank  tax  ;  and  the  sum  applied  to 
common  schools,  and  how  disposed,  &c.  In  obedience  to 
that  act  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  accompanying  state- 
ments. 

By  these  it  will  appear  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  past  year,  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  nine- 
ty-four cents.  Of  this  sum  twenty -seven  thousand  dollars 
have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  temporary  loans;  twenty- 
two  thousand  four  hundred  sixteen  dollars  have  been  paid 
on  account  of  the  State  Prison — viz :  seven  thousand  for 
salaries  of  the  officers,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  for  repairs 
and  improvements  in  the  buildings,  heating  apparatus,  &c., 
and  five  thousand  for  transportation  and  costs  on  convictions. 
(This  last  item  it  v.ill  be  recollected,  was  formerly  paid  by 
the  several  counties  in  which  the  convictions  were  had,  and 
is  an  increased  burthen  upon  the  treasury.)  Sixty  thousand 
dollars  have  been  applied  to  the  ordinary  expenditures  of 
the  Slate  Government ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on 
dopo.eit,  of  about  teven  thousand  dollars, 

'i'he  necessity  of  niaking  temporary  loans  to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  Government,  it  will  be  recollected,  arose 
from  the  omission  to  raise  a  tax  during  the  year  1837 — a 
matter  much  to  be  regretted,  on  account  of  the  embarrass- 
ment occasioned  to  the  treasury,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity of  having  recourse  to  such  loans  to  meet  the  necessary 
expenditures  of  the  j'ear  until  the  taxes  are  paid. 

Should,  however,  the  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury, 
together  with  the  tax  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  which  will 
be  paid  during  the  ensuingmonths  of  December  and  January, 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  temporary  loans,  (the  purpose 
for  wliich  the  lax  was  ordered  to  be  raised,)  the  difference 
between  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  year  and 
the  expenditures,  will  be  about  four  thousand  dollars,  includ- 
ing interest  on  loan  due  school  fund,  which  remains  unpaid. 

It  will  also  be  observed,  that  the  balance  of  State  funds 
after  paying  all  claims,  will  be  a  little  over  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-two  thousand  dollars,  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  thousand  of  wdiich  amount  is  unproductive  to  the  State, 
being  loaned  to  the  several  counties,  the  interest  annually 
ari-ing  therefrom  to  be  applied  to  their  own  use  and  benefit. 

The  proceeds  of  the  school  fund  for  the  present  year  will 
amount  to  about  thirty  seven  thousand  dollars,  thirty  thou- 
sand of  which  has  been  dislributcii  among  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  Slate,  in  conformity  with  the  apportionment  made 
by  the  trustees  of  that  fund.  Two  hundred  and  eighty-ono 
dollars  have  been  paid  on  account  of  incidental  expenses  ; 
leaving  the  total  balance  of  the  school  fund  at  about  three 
hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,  including  about  six 
thousand  dollars  of  taxes  due  from  banks,  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  doubtful,  and  also  eleven  thousand  on  deposit  in 
banks. 

It  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  in  the  present  embarrass- 
ed condition  of  the  nionet.iry  affairs  of  the  country,  that  we 
are  free  from  a  public  debt ;  and  that  instead  of  imposingf 
heavy  taxes  upon  the  people  to  meet  the  interest  upon  largo 
public  debts,  and  the  annual  support  of  our  Slate  Govern- 
ment, as  many  of  the  other  b'tates  arc  compelled  to  do ;  we 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  revenue  arising 
from  our  public  funds  and  other  sources  are  sufficient  to  sup- 
port our  common  school  system,  and  relieve  the  people  from 
more  than  one  half  of  the  annual  expenses  necessary  for  the 
support  of  the  Government. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  sul)mitted.     ' 

Isaac  Soctiiahd. 
Trea.nirr  of  uYcti)  Jersey. 
Trenton,  November  8th,  1841. 


The  Steamer  I£iim?,cliutka« 

Southamptov,  (.Eng.)  Oct.  21,  1841. 

My  Dear  Sir — 1  protiiiscd  you,  at  parting,  some  account 
of  the  first  voyage  of  the  Kamschatka  ;  the  circumstances 
attending  it  have  been  of  an  unusual  character,  and  as  she 
is  the  first  American  built  war  steamer  that  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic  I  shall  proceed  to  give  you  a  somewhat  detailed  ac- 
count. 

I  regretted  that  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  warm  the 
engines  and  allow  our  friends  who  accompanied  us  fo  Sandy 
Hook,  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  speed  of  the  vessel : 
but  very  soon  after  you  left  us  we  were  going  nine  knots 
and  continued  to  do  so  regularly  for  two  days,  occasionally 
going  up  to  ten  knots  with  every  prospect  of  a  speedy  run 
across  the  ocean. 

On  Saturday  night,  Oct.  2d,  it  commenced  blowing  very 
heavily  from  E.  N.  E.  With  a  head  wind  the  boilers  make 
any  desired  quantity  of  steam  ;  we  carried  12  lbs.,  made  10 
revolutions,  and  went  5-1  knots  dead  to  windward. 

Sunday  morning,  Oct.  3d — Gale  increasing.  Sunday  night 
carried  away  side  houses  forward  of  wheels — still  going  3 
knots  to  windward. 

Monday  Morning  Oct.  4th — wind  suddenly  ceased,  leav- 
ing us  with  a  heavy  sea,  which  tried  the  engines  more  than 
the  blow. 

Tuesday  morning,  Oct.  5th — At  9  A.  M.  commenced 
blowing  harder  than  ever — increasing  all  Hay,  at  8  P.  M.  it 
was  blowing  a  hurricane.  At  that  time  I  was  working  the 
engines  with  14  lbs.  of  steam,  makiiig  9  revolutions. 

Captain  Von  Shantz  thought  it  best  not  to  risk  the  en- 
gines with  so  great  a  strain,  and  at  midnight  the  ship  was 
laid  to,  placing  canvass  bags  in  the  rigging,  and  reducing 
the  speed  of  the  engines  to  6  revolutions. 

In  this  manner  we  rode  out  the  blow,  which  lasted  until 
the  next  day.  During  all  this  time  we  never  shipped  a  sea, 
or  lost  any  thing  but  our  houses  on  the  guards. 

That  you  may  not  suppose  that  my  inexperience  has  ex- 
aggerated the  violence  of  the  wind  and  sea,  I  will  give  you 
an  example  of  its  force. 

The  seas  were  so  high  that  our  trysails  were  becalmed 
between  them,  and  when  the  roof  of  our  side  house  on  the 
after  guard  was  blown  off,  it  lodged  twenty  feet  from  the 
deck  in  the  mizen  shrouds.  It  required  many  hands  to  get 
it  down,  and  it  blew  about  on  the  deck  very  much  like  a 
large  sheet  of  paper  on  the  ground  in  a  gusty  day.  The 
quarter  boat,  on  the  windward  tide,  had  its  bottom  pressed 
in  by  the  force  of  the  wind,  and  the  iron  davits  to  which  it 
was  suspended  were  bont  inboard. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  gales,  from  nearly  every 
quarter  for  the  next  four  days. 

October  10th — Heavy  gale  from  W.  N.  W,  As  it  was 
now  impossible  to  make  a  short  voyage,  or  to  avoid  stopping 
in  England  for  coals,  as  we  wished  to  carry  out  some  of  our 
Anthracite  to  Russia,  Captain  Von  Shantz  determined  to 
carry  sail  without  steam  for  several  days,  that  ho  might 
make  a  full  report  upon  his  arrival,  of  her  general  capacities 
as  a  war  steamer,  of  which  her  speed  and  working  under 
sail  are  important  items.  Accordingly,  from  the  1 1th  to  the 
14th,  the  ship  was  tried  under  sail  in  every  possible  way — 
before  the  wind,  close  hauled,  Sec;  time  of  connecting  and 
disconnecting  engines  was  noted,  altering  buckets,  &c.  &c. 

To  show  jou  her  sailinj^  qualities  -  from  1 2  oVIork 
October  12th  to  \'2  o'clock  October  1  Uh,  197  miles:  next 
day  at  12,  176  milts — fair  wind  both  days.  We  had  no 
fills  beat  but  fore  and  luainf'psail  and  fore  and  main  tepgil- 


lantsail,  although  the  wind  would  have  allowed  carrying  stud- 
ding sails. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  again  began  to  steam — 

15th    12   o'clock  to   16th   12   o'clock,  dist.  run  240  miles. 
16lh  do  17th  do  do       255 

17th  do  ISih  do  do      246 

18th  do  19th  do  do      200 

Commenced  blowing  very  heavy,  gale  from  north.  Made 
the  Lizard  at  8  P.  M. — lay  to  for  a  pilot  oflf  Plymouth.  Wo 
came  through  the  channel  this  day,  blowing  fresh — we  made 
14  revolutions  and  passed  every  steamer  we  saw. 

We  have  had  but  one  day  of  fine  weather  since  we  left 
New  York,  and  have  never  had  a  smooth  sea  after  the  first 
12  hours. 

By  the  above  memoranda  from  our  log  book,  you  will  see 
that  the  speed  of  the  ship,  either  under  steam  or  sails,  will 
equal  all  that  was  expected  of  her.  Of  her  machinery  I  can 
oniy  say,  that  it  is  just  as  perfect  as  when  it  left  New  York. 
At  no  time  have  the  engines  complained — nothing  has  bro- 
ken, nothing  is  strained. 

I  had  intended  to  send  you  for  publication  some  memo- 
randa, as  to  tile  performance  of  these  engines,  in  the  par- 
ticulars wherein  they  differ  from  those  of  English  construc- 
tion ;  but  as  my  letter  has  reached  so  great  a  length,  I  shall 
defer  it  until  after  my  arrival  at  St.  Petcrsburgh. 
Very  truly,  yours'  &c. 

GeoUGF,  L.  ScHUTLEn. 

J.  Watson  Webb,  Esq. 

JSIjw  York  Courier  &  Enquirer. 

Old  Times. 

One  of  the  oldest  mansions  in  this  city  now  standing  is 
No  1  Broadway,  occupied  by  F.  Prime,  Esq.  It  was  built 
,  by  Captain  Kennedy,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Cassilis,  on  a  lot 
j  purchased  of  the  Watts  family  long  before  the  revolutionary 
I  war.  When  this  city  was  taken  possession  of  b.y  the  Rritish 
j  army,  Sir  William  Howe  made  it  his  head  quarters,  and  it 
j  was  here  that  many  deep  laid  plans  were  arranged  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  army  and  the  capture  of  General 
i  Washington.  Subsequently  during  the  war  this  mansion 
;  was  occupied  by  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Sir  Guy 
I  Carleton. 

\  At  the  evacuation  of  the  city.  Captain  Kennedy  resumed 
j  the  possession.  He  lived  in  it  some  years  when  he  delivcr- 
1  ed  it  up  to  Mrs.  Loring.  Some  years  afterward  Abijah 
\  Hammond,  Esq.,  bought  it.  It  was  during  a  series  of  years 
i  occupied  by  Mrs.  Bradish,  and  was  some  twenty  years  since 
;  sold  to  Mr.  Prime,  who  enlarged  and  modernized  it.  The 
;  house  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Prime  family. 

Commercial  .Idvertiser. 


Ijnportaut  Decision* 

In  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  2fc'th  ult.,  we  find  the 
following  decision,  which  was  given  in  tlie  United  States 
Court  in  that  city,  by  Judge  Buchanan,  a  few  days  since  : 

IVilliam  JViiUis  vs.  The  State. — A  seaman  composing 
one  of  the  crew  of  a  French  private  vessel  in  the  port  of 
New  Orleans. 

This  case  came  up  on  a  position  for  a  wiit  of  habeas  corpus, 
praying  a  release  from  confinement. 

An  application  w-as  made  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to 
the  Hon.  Gallien  Preval,  an  Associate  Judge,  to  commit  to 
prison  the  said  seaman,  who  was  charged   witli  having  Je- 
i  sertcd  said  vessel  on  the  9th  ult.     Upon  these  proceedings, 
the  seaman  applied  to  the  Hon.  A.  M.  Buchanan,  the  Judge 
■  of  the  Ist  Judicial  District,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  which 
:  was  made  returnable  on  the  25th  instant.     Judge  Buchanan, 
with  his  usual  ability,  and  profound  knowledge  of  the  mari- 
time laws,  decided  that  it  is  necessary  by  the  treaty  of  Franco 
'  and  the  United  States,  that  the  application  to  arrest  a  de.sert- 
f  er  from  any  vessel   of  the  former,  should    he  made  by  the 
Consul,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Vice  Consul,  before  any  war^ 
rant  should  be  issued  to  arrest  a  deserter.  The  Consul  being 
the  representative  of  the  nation,  is  the  only  proper  person 
authorized   to   claim   the   interposition  of  our   tribunals  in 
causing  an  arrcst  of  ihcii  deseitins  seamen. 
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Schools  in  MassacHitsef  ts. 

We  have  received  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  BoarJ  I 
of  Education,  (Horace  Mann,  Esq,)  it  is  a  document  of  I 
323  pages  and  furnishes  in  detail  reports  of  the  condition  ofj 
the  public  schools  in  each  county.   Below  is  an  aggregate  ofj 

the  whole  State,  ! 

No.  of  towns  which  have  made  returns  .  304  \ 

Population,  f  U.  S.  Census,  \SiO.J 734,258  | 

Valuation,  (^Ya/c,  184'J,; $299,057,534  31  j 

No.  of  public  schools 3, 1 03  ' 

No.  of  scholars  of  all  ages  in  all  the 

schools,                                in  summer  131,761  ; 

Do         do         do              in  winter.  155,041 

Average  attendance  in  the  schools,  \ 

in  summer  96,892  ; 

Do         do         do              in  winter  116,308 

No.  of  persons  between  4  and  16  years  I 

ofage 184.302 

No.  of  persons  under  4  years  of  age,  | 

who  attend  school 7,8*3  ' 

No.  over  16  3'ear3  of  age  who  attend 

school 9,032 

Average  length  of  the  schools  in  months 

and  days 7  16  1 

No.  of  teachers,  (including  summer  and  | 

winter  terms                                Males  2,491 
Do         do         do               Females  4,112 
Average   wages    paid   per   month,    in- 
cluding board.                       To  Males  $33  80 
Do         do         do         To  Females  $13  81  j 
Average  value  of  board  per  month,  1 

Of  Males  §8  62  \ 

Do         do         do          Of  Females  $5  85  j 

Average  wages  per  month,  exclusive  of  j 

board.                                     Of  Males  $25  18  : 

Do         do         do         Of  Females  $6  96  ' 
Amount  of  money  raised  by  taxes  for  the 

support  of  schools,  including  only  the 

wages  of  the  teachers,  board  and  fuel  ^-iOljOlo   23 

Amount  of  board  and  fuel  contributed  ' 

for  public  schools  $37,743  34  : 

No.  of  incorporated  academies 80 

Aggregate  of  months  kept 775:J 

Average  No.  of  scholars 3,825 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition $56,538  89 

No.  of  unincorporated  academies,  private  i 

schools,  and  schools  kept  to  prolong 

common  schools 1 ,383  i 

Aggregate  of  months  kept 8,5  lO^-  i 

Average  No.  of  scholars 51 ,794 

Aggregate  paid  for  tuition $259,123  37 

Amount  of  local  funds $325,852  02  | 

Income  from  same $15,306  2() 

Income  of  surplus  revenue  appropriated 

to  schools $9,529  43 


Splcudiit  Meteor* 

On  Wednesday,  November,  10,  a  splendid  meteoric  fire- 
ball was  seen  by  several  persons  in  this  city.  It  was  suj)e- 
rior  in  brilliancy  to  the  planet  Venus,  and  as  it  sailed  across 
the  sky,  resembled  a  glowing  mass  of  burning  metal.  It  ap- 
peared, to  one  observer,  to  present  a  distinct  nucleus,  three 
or  four  minutes  in  diameter.  The  lime  of  its  flight  was  be- 
tween two  and  three  seconds.  When  first  noticed  it  was 
near  the  Plciudcs,  and  about  a  half  degree  below;  it  moved 
in  a  path  nearly  parallel  to  the  horizon,  somewhat  inclined 
downwards,  and  suddenly  disappeared,  when  midway  be- 
tween the  stars  beta  and  theta  Ceti,  During  its  whole  track 
it  threw  out  brilliant  scintillations,  of  a  beautiful  blue  color, 
with  a  slight  tinge  of  red.  Most  of  this  train  of  sparks  ex- 
pired in  a  few  seconds,  but  a  (lortion  of  it,  about  ten  degrees 
long,  near  the  head  of  the  ll'hule,  remained  visible,  with 
but  Httle  change  of  place,  during  the  time  not  loss  than  two 
and  a  half  minutes,  carefully  noted.  No  report  wa.s  heiird 
by  any  of  the  oh-rrvcrs, — .Vc-ju  Ifai'Vi  Herald. 


'Banli.  of  Keuluclty. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, held  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Wednesday  the  10th  of  November, 
1841.  Thomas  P.  Cope  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Wil- 
ham  Boyd,  Secretary. 

Col.  Wm.  Drayton  ofiercd  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  considered  and  adopted  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  Schuylkill  Bank  of  Philadelphia, 
in  its  transfers  of  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  was  the 
agent  of  that  corporation,  and  is  therefore  legally  bound  to 
pay  to  it  all  the  moneys  which  were  received  on  account  of 
fcucli  transfer:?. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  bona  fide  purchasers  or  holders  of 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  v/hich  was  transferred 
as  aforesaid  by  the  Schuylkill  Bank,  have  a  just  and  legal 
claim  upon  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  for  the  stock  thus  trans- 
ferred. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  the  interests  of  the  Stockholders  in 
the  Kentucky  and  in  the  Schuylkill  Banks  would  obviously 
be  advanced  by  a  speedy  t:ettlement  of  the  controversy  ex- 
isting between  them,  either  by  a  suit  at  law  or  in  equity,  or 
by  a  submission  of  their  differences  to  arbitration,  or  by  an 
amicable  adjustment  or  compromise  between  the  parties. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  do  authorize  the  com- 
mittee of  "  five  "  to  constitute  an  agent  or  agents  with  full 
power  to  represent  and  promote  its  interccts  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  according 
to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and 
that  such  agent  or  agents  be  instructed  to  consult  and  co- 
operate with  any  agency  which  may  be  appointed  for  the 
furtherance  of  similar  objects  by  the  Stockholders  in  the 
Bank  of  Kentucky  residing  in  New  York  or  any  other  State. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  Stockholders  in  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky who  are  present,  or  who?e  interests  are  intended  to  be 
promoted  by  the  proFccution  of  the  objects  of  this  meeting, 
do  pay  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  two,  now  to  be  ap- 
pointed, the  turn  of  12;^  cents  upon  each  of  their  shares,  and 
that  the  amount  thus  collected  be  delivered  to  the  committee 
of"  five  "  to  be  by  them  appropriated  to  the  expenses  of  the 
mission  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  to 
any  other  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  in  attending  to 
the  interests  of  the  aboveraentioncd  Stockholderis. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  committee 
agreeably  to  the  5ih  resolution — Caleb  Cope  and  Edmund 
Wilcox. 

Signed, 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Chairman.  ' 

Willi  AIM  Botd,  Secretary. 


It  has  been  ascertained,  from  an  average  of  many  years, 
that  the  number  of  merchantmen  wrecked  annually,  on  the 
coast  of  England,  amounts  to  upwards  of  Jive  hundred ;  and 
the  value  of  property  lost,  amounts  to  (/tree  millions  sterling.' 


UeatU  of  Bislioj*  Moore* 

The  Richmond  Inquirer  unn  unces  the  death  of  Bishop 
Moore  of  Virginia,  at  Lynchburg  on  Friday  tho  12th  inst. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  GOVEHJfOR  BAGBY  OF  ALABAMA. 

Gejitlemen  of  the  Se7iate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

Nothing  is  better  calculated  to  illustrate  the  oxcellence 
and  beauty  of  our  representative  system,  than  the  recurrence 
of  the  seasons,  and  of  events,  by  which  the  chosen  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people  annuallj'  assemble,  at  the  capitol 
of  the  Slate,  for  the  purpose  of  making  suitable  returns  for 
the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  by  the  enactment  of  wi?e 
and  salutary  laws,  and  throwing  additional  safeguards  around 
the  essential  rights  of  life,  liberty  and  property.  It  is  for 
these  high  purposes  you  are  now  assembled — and  no  doubt  is 
entertained,  that  the  elevated  character  and  importance  of  the 
trust  conlided  to  your  patriotism,  intelligonce  and  virtue, 
■R-ill  sufficiently  admonish  you  of  the  solemn  obligation  you 
are  under  to  perform  the  duties  arising  from  that  trust,  with 
perfect  fidcliiy.  Tendering  you  the  most  cordial  and  re- 
spectful salutations,  and  repeating  the  assurance  heretofore 
given,  of  my  perfect  readiness  heartily  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  all  measures  having  a  tendency  to  promote  the  public 
good — let  us  unite  in  supplicating  the  Divine  Goodness  to 
overrule  and  direct  all  our  proceedings  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  Alabama,  and 
furnish  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  after  times. 

In  the  history  of  the  past  year,  nothing  has  occurred  in 
our  public  affairs  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  events. 
Every  branch  of  industry  is  likely  to  meet  a  corresponding 
reward ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  peculiar  satisfaction  to  be  en- 
abled to  remark,  that,  by  a  most  praiseworthy  and  commend- 
able system  of  frugality  and  industry,  the  people  are  rapidly 
extricating  tliemselves  from  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
almost  necossarily  and  inseparably  incident  to  a  season  of 
apparent  pro-^perity,  and  of  actual  exertion,  speculation  and 
enterprise,  like  that  through  which  wo,  in  common  with 
others  have  recently  passed.  With  annual  and  increasing 
exports  of  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  with 
•vast  resources  not  yet  fully  developed,  and  consequently,  un- 
productive, nothing  is  wanting  but  perseverance  in  t'.ie  habits 
of  industry  so  happily  begun,  and  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion, to  enable  Alabama  to  progress  rapidly  in  the  onward 
march  to  the  high  rank  she  is  destined  to  attain  among  the 
States  of  the  American  Union.  To  exalt  her  to  that  proud 
station,  should  be  the  incessant  object  of  her  public  servants. 

Land  Office  at  Courtland. 

Under  the  act  of  the  9th  of  January,  1 84 1 ,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  wind  up  the  land  office  at  Courtland,"  I  appointed  Robert 
Fenner  and  R.  B.  Jones,  Esquires,  commissioners  to  make 
final  settlement  with  the  Register  and  Receiver,  and  with  all 
other  officers  connected  with  said  office,  whose  accounts 
were  unsettled.  This  duty  was  promptly  performed  t)y  the 
commissioners,  and  I  am  ha|)py  to  be  able  to  say  that  the 
business  of  said  office  had  been  conducted  with  perfect 
fidelity.  The  hooka  and  papers  pertaining  to  the  oflice, 
have,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  winding  up 
its  alfaire,  been  transferred  to  tlio  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  will,  no  doubt,  bo 
communicated  to  you  in  due  time :  and  as  the  act  under 
which  thev  were  appointed  made  no  provision  for  theit  com- 
Vol.  v.— 41. 


pensation,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  maku  a  suitable  pro- 
vision upon  that  subject.  The  expense  of  transferring  the 
books  and  papers  from  Courtland  to  the  Slate  Department 
was  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

State  Arsenal. 

In  fulfilment  of  the  duty  imposed  on  tb.e  Executive,  by 
the  act  of  the  9th  January,  184],  entitled  "An  net  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  arms,"  I  completed  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners created  by  the  act  for  tho  Erection  of  the  State 
Capitol,  by  adding  to  the  number  John  D.  Phelan,  Dennis 
Dent  and  John  M.  Withers ;  and  the  commissioners,  after 
the  Board  was  organized,  purchased  a  building  already  erect- 
ed in  an  eligible  part  of  the  city,  for  a  State  Arsenal,  for 
three  thousand  dollars — provided  the  Legislature  should 
sanction  it.  Fully  satisfied  that  the  commissioners  consulted 
the  interest  of  the  State,  in  purchasing,  rather  than  building, 
and  that  the  house  and  lot  purchased  are  richly  worth  the 
money  agreed  to  be  paid  for  them,  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  contract  be  ratified  by  the  Legislature,  and  that  a 
further  appropriation  be  made  in  order  to  pay  for  them,  (in- 
cluding of  course,  the  portion  of  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made  and  applied  to  that  object.)  A  part  of  the  former  ap- 
propriation, as  will  be  seen  from  the  Coiuptroller's  report, 
was  reserved  by  the  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  necessary  repairs  and  alteration  in  the  building  purchased, 
to  adapt  it  to  the  use  intended  to  be  made  of  it.  Good  and 
sufficient  titles  have  already  been  executed  to  the  State,  to 
the  property  in  question. 

Cav;/j  Eqm[jage. 

The  act  making  it  my  duty  to  cause  the  camp  equipage, 
furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  to  be  sold,  in  those 
brigades  of  Militia  in  wliich  encampment  drills  have  been 
abolished,  has  not  been  complied  with.  It  occurred  to  mc, 
on  reflection,  that  the  attempt  to  sell  these  articles  would  re- 
sult, almost  certainly,  in  nearly  the  enure  loss  of  the  amount- 
expended  in  their  purchase.  I  therefore  considered  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  them  brought  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  deposited  in  the  public  Arsenal,  which  is  suffi- 
ciently  capacious  to  hold  them,  and  whore  they  can  be  taken- 
care  of  with  very  little  additional  trouble  or  expense.  In' 
order  to  prevent  the  furtiier  accumulation  of  expense  on  this 
subject,  I  caused  an  order  to  he  issued  on  the  i~5lh  day  of 
June,  1841,  to  prohibit  the  further  purchase  of  articles  of 
this  description,  at  the  expense  of  the  State — and  informinjf 
Brigadier  Generals  commanding  brigades  in  which  the  en- 
campment drills  had  not  been  abolished,  and  wliich  were 
unfurnished  with  camp  equipage,  that  they  could  b;-  supplied 
from  those  in  which  camp  equipage  had  been  furnished,  and 
in  which  the  drills  were  abolished. 

Jieports  of  Decisions  of  Supreme  Court, 

I  have  found  it  impracticable  to  sell  the  Reports  of  the 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  price  lixed  by  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  15th  of  December,  1840 — nor  do  I 
think  it  at  all  probable  that  all  of  them  can  ever  be  sold  at 
that  price.  Tho  truth  is,  that  the  number  of  some  of  the 
volumes  now  in  the  Library,  greatly  exceeds  any  demand 
likely  to  arise  for  them.  I  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
General  Assembly  such  further  legislation  upon  the  subject 
as,  in  their  judgment,  may  he  most  likely  to  reimburB«  the 
amount  expended  in  their  publication.    I  have  ccntmued  ta 
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deposit  them  with  the  bookssllers  in  Tuscaloosa,  to  be  sold 
on  account  of  the  Stale,  in  the  same  manner  they  were  dis- 
posed of  before  the  passage  of  the  law  above  referred  to. 

Digest  of  the  Laws. 

In  connexion  with  this  suhject,  I  beg  leave  to  bring  to 
your  notice,  the  propriety  of  provii'ing  for  a  new  and  more 
perfect  Digest  of  Kbc  Laws  of  Alabama.  Among  other  rea- 
sons for  making  this  suggestior.,  it  miy  be  remarked,  that 
the  number  of  copies  of  the  last  edition  is  entirely  exhaust- 
ed, and  that  it  was  found  n'^cessary,  after  the  last  general 
election  for  county  officers,  to  purchase  fifty  copies  of  the 
Digest,  in  order  to  supply  all  the  counties — which  were  paid 
for  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  l\eports,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  account  of  J.  Lacy  &  Co. 

Penitentiary. 

The  building  of  the  Penitentiary  was  completed  and  the 
keys  delivered  to  the  commissioners  on  the  27th  ultimo. — 
The  report  of  the  commissioners  will,  in  a  few  days,  give 
you  particular  information  in  relation  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
contract,  and  the  style  and  manner  of  the  workmanship. 

I  look  with  confident  expectation  to  this  institution,  as  one 
likely  to  be  productive  of  the  most  salutary  eflect,  both  in 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  crime ;  and,  indeed,  as 
the  only  system  which  can  carry  out  that  great  principle  of 
humanity  and  benevolence  engrafted  upon  our  constitution, 
and  which  reflects  imperishable  credit  upon  its  framors  ; 
which  requires  that  our  penal  code  shall  be  founded  on  prin- 
ciples of  reformation,  and  not  of  vindictive  justice.  The 
success  and  the  salutary  effects  of  this  system,  however, 
must  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  in  adapting  to  each  oUence  a  punishment  pro- 
portioned to  its  magnitude — taking  care  never  to  exceed,  in 
the  Vi'ay  of  punishment,  the  bounds  of  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous public  opinion  ;  for  it  may  be  affirmed  of  every  country 
having  the  semblance  of  freedom,  and  especially  of  our  own 
free  and  happy  land,  that  penal  enactments  will  never  be 
carried  into  ellect  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  they  are  too  severe. 

True  policy  therefore,  and  a  desire  to  see  such  laws  as 
may  be  enacted  carried  into  eHect,  should  always  induce  us 
to  lean  to  the  side  of  clemency  and  moderation. 

Inasmuch  as  I  have  but  recently  been  officially  informed, 
by  the  commissioners,  of  the  completion  of  the  building,  I 
have  not  issued  a  proclamation  giving  effect  and  operation 
to  the  penal  code.     That  will  be  done  in  a  few  days. 

Sanking  System  of  the  State. 

The  banking  system  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  continues 
to  be  a  subject  of  increasing  solicitude  and  anxiety  with  the 
community  at  large,  and  will,  I  trust,  commend  itself  to  the 
early  and  diligent  attention  of  the  General  Assembly.  This 
system  has  been  in  operation  eighteen  yeais.  In  that  time 
it  has  experienced  all  the  vicissitudes  of  prosperity  and  ad- 
versity, to  which  a  period  of  that  duration  subjects  human 
institutions.  It  has  passed  through  seasons  of  great  pros- 
perity, calculated  to  develop  and  unfold  its  abilities  and  use- 
fulness ;  and  it  has  experienced  the  wintry  gale  of  adversity 
to  a  sufficient  extent  to  test  its  energies,  and  the  correctness 
of  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded.  Aided  by  the  full 
light  of  experience  and  intimate  observation,  through  a  long 
series  of  years,  the  grave  and  important  questions  now  pre- 
sented, for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, are,  whether,  upon  a  full  and  candid  review  of  the 
operation  and  effect  of  this  system  upon  the  public  interest, 
it  has  answered  well  the  ends  and  the  ol)jects  of  its  establish- 
ment, by  furnishing  a  circulntiun  of  steady  undepreciated 
value;  afltirding  a  safe  depository  for  the  public  funds — and 
furnishes  a  reasonable  hope  that  it  will,  by  the  success  of 
its  operations,  continue  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  ca[)ital 
stock;  and  finally  to  reimburse  that  capital,  for  the  payment 
of  which  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Slate  are  solemnly 
pledged  ?  However  gratifying  it  might  be  to  a  just  sense  of 
patriotism  and  State  pride,  to  be  able  to  give  an  affirmative 
answer  to  all  these  questions,  candor  imperatively  requires 
that  most  of  thcui  should  be  answered  in  the  negative.  For, 


although  it  is  with  pleasure  admitted  that  the  public  funds 
committed  to  the  custody  and  safe  keeping  of  the  bank,  and 
forming  a  part  of  the  capital;  the  payment  of  the  interest 
and  redemption  of  the  stock,  depending,  as  they  do,  upon 
the  sure  foundation  of  our  plighted  public  faith,  arc  beyond 
the  reach  of  accident ;  it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  banks  is  not  such  as  to  afford  satisfaction  and 
encouragement  to  the  community,  either  in  regard  to  their 
past  management  or  to  inspire  full  confidence  in  their  future 
success.  The  large  amount  of  bad  and  doubtful  debts — the 
enormous  sum  due  from  individuals,  most  of  which  will, 
in  all  probability,  should  the  general  bankrupt  law  go  into 
effect,  be  settled  in  the  compendious  mode  of  schedule  and 
affidavit — and  the  fearful  encroachment  already  made  on  the 
capital  stock — are  considerations  well  calculated  to  cast  the 
most  ominous  conjectures  on  the  success  of  the  wliole  sys- 
tem. 

Whether  the  failure  of  these  institutions  to  realize  the  rea- 
sonable expectations  of  the  public,  is  owing  to  defects  inhe- 
rent in  the  system,  or  is  to  be  found  in  the  manner  of  select- 
ing the  boards  of  directors,  and  in  which  they  have  managed 
the  aflairs  of  the  banks,  is  the  question  now  submitted  for 
your  candid,  deliberate,  determination.  And  upon  the  cor- 
rect decision  of  that  question,  depends  the  fate  of  the  banks, 
and  the  circulating  medium  of  Alabama.  If  the  defects  are 
in  the  S3'stem,  and  are  radical,  they  are  admitted  to  be  vnXh- 
out  remedy,  and  the  system  ought  to  be  abandoned,  at  least 
as  soon  as  a  proper  substitute  could  be  provided.  And  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  as  my  settled  opinion  that 
if  the  present  mode  of  electing  directors  is  to  be  continued, 
the  sooner  the  State  Bank  and  branches  are  wound  up  the 
better.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  defect  lies  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  directors  are  elected,  and  in  which  the  affairs 
of  the  banks  have  been  conducted,  it  becomes  the  indispens- 
able duty  of  the  Legislature  to  apfily  the  corrective,  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  insure  their  better  management 
hereafter.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  dilfer  with  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature,  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  elect- 
ing bank  directors  ;  and  in  relation  to  many  important  points 
of  policy  in  the  management  of  the  banks.  Whether  the 
measures  recommended  by  me  would  have  been  salutary  in 
their  operation,  cannot,  with  certainty,  be  asserted  ;  but  that 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Legislature  has  been  most  disas- 
trous in  its  effects  upon  the  banks,  is,  unfortunately,  no 
longer  a  problem.  But  for  the  settled  conviction  resting  on 
my  own  mind,  that  in  the  present  state  of  society,  a  paper 
currency  is  indispensable,  and  can  be  only  constitutionally 
furnished  by  the  States,  and  not  by  the  General  Government, 
the  discouragements  I  have  experienced  in  endeavoring,  so 
far  as  Alabama  is  concerned,  to  place  the  State  banks  on  a 
better  footing,  would  have  induced  me  to  abandon  the  pie- 
sent  system  altogether,  and  to  have  looked  to  some  other  ex- 
pedient, within  the  purviow  of  the  constitution,  as  a  substi- 
tute. And  I  still  think,  with  entire  respect  for  the  opinion 
of  others,  that  the  State  hank  system  is  susceptible  of  being 
rendered  a  source  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  people  of 
Alabama.  I  believe  further,  that  the  State  bank  system  is 
destined  ultimately,  under  some  modification  or  other,  to 
furnish  the  paper  circulation  of  this  Union. 

In  reflecting  upon  such  measures  as  would  moet  likely 
tend  to  alleviate  and  improve  the  present  condition  of  the 
banks,  and  enable  them  to  regain  a  sound  and  healthy  ac- 
tion, the  following  have  occurred  to  me  as  most  likely  to  be 
productive  of  that  desirable  result ;  and  they  are,  therefore, 
with  becoming  deference,  respectfully  recommended  for  your 
consideration.  Still  satisfied,  and  even  more  deeply  con- 
firmed than  ever,  in  the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
present  mode  of  electing  directors  is  not  only  erroneous,  but 
will  prove  fatal  to  the  banks,  if  persevered  in,  I  am  oi  opinion 
that  it  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  nominate  double  the  number  to  be  elected,  and 
for  the  Senate,  or  the  two  Houses  jointly,  to  select  from  that 
number  the  directors  for  each  bank.  The  presidents  should, 
I  think,  be  elected  as  at  present,  by  joint  vote  of  the  two 
Houses,  I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  the  number  of  directors 
should  be  reduced  to  two,  and  a  president,  for  each  bank; 
that  they  be  paid  a  sufficient  salary  to  secure  the  beet 
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financial  talents ;  and  that  they  be  required  to  devote  their 
constant  time  and  attenlion  to  the  business  of  the  banks, 
until  they  are  in  a  condition  to  resume  specie  payments.  It 
will  be  proper  also  to  adopt  suitable  measures  to  compel 
punctual  attention  to  their  duties,  and  to  punish  them  for 
negligence  or  malpractice  in  office. 

No  doubt  it  will  be  objected  to  the  proposition  to  reduce 
the  number  of  directors,  that  it  is  aristocratic  to  take  power 
from  a  large  and  bestow  it  on  a  smaller  number ;  and  that 
the  proposition  to  increase  the  compensation,  is  anti-republi- 
can in  its  tendency.  These  objections  sound  loftily  in  theory, 
and  are  strictly  correct  in  practice.  But  the  mistake,  the 
entire  mistake,  consists  in  their  application  to  the  present 
case.  Whoever  heard  of  a  man  seeking  the  appointment 
of  a  bank  director  either  from  patriotic  motives  or  for  the 
distinction  it  confers  1  On  the  contrary,  the  accounts  of 
many  of  the  directors,  from  1834  to  1857,  prove  that  they 
were  under  the  influence  of  a  much  more  powerful  motive 
than  the  love  of  country  or  the  love  of  fame.  And,  even  if 
it  were  otherwise,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  no  greater 
or  more  fatal  error  has  been,  or  can  be,  committed,  in  regard 
to  the  management  of  the  banks,  than  that  they  ought  to  be 
conducted  on  what  are  usually  termed  popular  principles. — 
The  office  of  bank  director  certainly  would  be,  of  all  others, 
the  most  desirable  if  the  capital  of  the  bank  was  increased 
by  being  constantly  used,  and  every  man  could  be  supplied 
"with  whatever  amount  his  necessities  required,  whether  he 
was  able  to  pay  it  or  not.  But  this  not  being  the  case,  the 
capital  being  borrowed,  no  man  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
borrow  unless  he  be  able  and  willing  to  pay.  Equally  delu- 
sive and  ruinous  to  the  banks,  will  be  found  the  fanciful  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining  competent  talents  to  manage  the  la- 
borious and  multifarious  concerns  of  a  banking  institution, 
already  extensively  embarrassed,  ably  and  successfully,  with- 
out adequate  compensation.  It  may  be  remarked,  as  a  gene- 
ral rule,  both  in  regard  to  public  and  private  affairs,  that 
those  who  are  willing  to  labor  for  nothing,  fall,  most  usually, 
under  the  denomination  of  hard  bargains.  This  remark 
does  not,  of  course,  refer  to  offices  which  confer  great  politi- 
cal distinction,  which  are  doubtless  sought,  in  many  in- 
stances, even  at  an  entire  sacrifice  of  every  thing  like  pecu- 
niary emolument,  from  a  love  of  honest  fame  and  the  more 
ennobling  feeling  of  patriotism.  But,  so  far  as  our  banks 
are  concerned,  experience  furnishes  ample  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that  their  present  embarrassed  condition  is  owing  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  election,  in  former  periods,  of  directors, 
who  accepted  the  situations  without  any  stipulated  com- 
pensation sufficient  to  compensate  a  man  of  ordinary  capa- 
city, with  the  fixed  determination  to  compensate  themselves. 
Volunteers  certainly  answer  admirably  in  some  departments 
of  service  ;  but  experience  has  amply  proved,  that  they  are 
not  always  the  appropriate  corps  from  which  to  select  bank 
directors.  The  most  fatal  tendency  of  the  present  course 
pursued,  both  in  legislation  and  the  management  of  the 
banks,  is,  that  it  will  inevitably  place  them  under  the  control 
of  their  debtors.  Let  this  state  of  things  be  once  accomplish- 
ed, and  it  requires  no  participation  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
to  foretell  that  the  best  directed  legislation  afterwards  will  be 
of  no  avail. 

Transacting  a  large  portion  of  their  business  on  long  time, 
has  also  been  a  prolific  source  of  evil  to  the  banks,  and  one, 
the  effect  of  which,  they  cannot  much  longer  withstand.  It 
is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested,  that  the  banks  be  pro- 
hibited from  discounting  any  promissory  note  having  more 
than  four  months  to  run,  and  not  to  be  renewed  in  any  case; 
and  from  purchasing  any  bill  of  exchange  having  more  than 
six  months,  secured  by  two  good  endorsers,  and  drawn  against 
shipments  of  produce,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  the  bill,  or 
actual  funds  at  the  point  where  the  bill  is  to  be  paid.  The 
present  amount  of  circulation,  which  is  about  seven  millions, 
is  believed  to  be  entirely  adequate  to  the  sound  business 
wants  of  the  country,  and  ought  not  to  be  increased.  It  is 
particularly  recommended  to  enlarge  the  discretionary  pow- 
ers of  the  directors  in  regard  to  the  ^ecurily  and  collection  of 
debts;  and  to  enable  each  bank  to  appoint  a  marshal,  with 
the  same  powers,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  bank  is  plaintiff, 
ag  are  now  exercised  by  tho  sheriffi  of  the  respective  coun« 


ties  throughout  the  State.  The  salary  of  the  bank  attorneys 
is  entirely  too  low,  and  ought  to  be  increased  by  law,  or  left 
to  the  board  of  directors,  within  a  reasonable  limit,  beyond 
which  they  sliould  not  go. 

I  also  consider  it  my  duty,  though  I  admit  it  is  an  un- 
pleasant one,  to  recommend  that  the  banks  be  relieved,  at 
least  for  the  present,  from  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
State  Government.  It  is  a  maxim,  that  to  tax  and  to  please, 
any  more  than  to  love  and  be  wise,  is  a  difficult  matter.  But 
it  is  alsotrue,  that  taxation,  in  some  form  or  other,  is  indispens- 
able to  the  sufiport  of  Governmrnt ;  and  my  own  reflections 
long  since  led  me  to  conclude,  that  if  the  amount  was  kept 
down  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  Government,  the  more  di- 
lectly  it  was  paid  the  better.  The  people  are  then  constant- 
ly sensible  of  the  amount  of  the  contributions  exacted  from 
them  for  the  support  of  Government ;  and  they  take  care 
that  they  never  exceed  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  for 
its  support,  administered  on  the  most  economical  scale. — 
Whatever  may  be  the  correctness  of  this  view,  I  have  suffi- 
cient confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  magnanimity  of  the 
people  of  Alabama,  exhibited  on  so  many  occasions,  to  be- 
lieve that  they  will  submit  cheerfully  to  the  payment  of  a 
sufficient  amount  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment; more  especially  when  by  doing  so,  they  will  avert 
evils  of  greater  magnitude.  Indeed,  I  feel  fully  satisfied,  that 
the  people  will  not,  for  a  moment,  compromit  their  high 
I  claims  to  magnanimity,  by  leaning  on  the  banks  to  defray 
I  the  expenses  of  the  State  Government,  when  those  institu- 
j  tions  are  not  in  a  situation  to  redeem  their  own  notes.  It 
were  superfluous  to  remind  the  General  Assembly,  that  taxa- 
tion is,  of  all  others,  the  most  delicate  operation  of  free  go- 
vernment, and  that  in  amount  it  ought  to  be  kept  down  to 
an  economical  standard ;  and  be  so  regulated,  as  to  operate 
with  as  much  equality  as  is  attainable  in  human  affairs. 

The  law  setting  apart  $200,000  annually,  in  aid  of  the 
valueless  sixteenth  sections,  operates  most  injuriously  on  the 
interest  and  the  business  of  the  banks,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed. It  is  admitted  that  the  appropriation  of  this  sum  is 
directed  to  a  most  commendable  and  desirable  object ;  and  if 
the  banks  were  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  operation,  I 
should  not  advocate  the  withdrawal  of  this  appropriation, 
from  an  object  dear  to  every  patriot,  and  deeply  interesting, 
if  judiciously  applied,  to  a  part  of  the  rising  generation.  But 
to  be  just  before  we  are  generous,  is  a  maxim  that  holds  as 
good  in  political,  as  in  moral  or  legal,  ethics;  and,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  banks,  it  is  a  departure  from  the 
straight  pathway  of  common  honesty,  which  is  always  the 
best  policy,  to  require  them  to  perform  acts  of  Individual  ac- 
commodation or  public  munificence. 

The  various  laws  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  bank  debt- 
ors, are  believed  to  have  been  salutary  in  their  operation,  and 
while  they  continue  to  be  properly  applied  and  enforced, 
need  no  alteration. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  some  of  the  views  I  have  sub- 
mitted may  appear  unreasonable,  and  that  some  of  the  mea- 
sures I  have  recommended  may  seem  to  be  harsh  and  rigor- 
ous. They  have  been  reluctantly  extorted  from  me  by  the 
condition  of  the  banks,  and  a  deep  sense  of  the  high  and 
solemn  obhgations  of  official  duty.  And,  permit  me  to  add, 
in  conclusion  on  this  subject,  that  if  the  Legislature,  in  their 
wisdom,  should  be  able  to  devise  any  other  plan,  more  likely 
to  effectuate  the  objects  which  I  feel  satisfied  we  have  alike 
in  view,  it  will  receive  my  cordial  sanction  and  approbation. 
Impelled  by  a  constant  desire  to  preserve  the  faith  and  credit 
of  the  State  unimpaired  ;  I  have  more  than  once  recommend- 
ed the  propriety  of  providing  a  permanent  and  efficient  sink- 
ing fund,  for  the  redemption  of  our  State  bonds,  and  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  our  public  debt ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  the 
present  occasion  to  express  the  hope,  that  the  Legislature 
will  keep  this  object  steadily  in  view. 

It  is  impossible  to  recur  to  our  banking  system,  without 
being  admonished,  that  it  is  based  on  borrowed  capital,  and 
that  "the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Slate  are  solemnly  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  that  capital.  And  Alabama  owes  it  to 
herself;  to  her  past  history,  every  period  of  which  is  sig- 
nalized by  devotion  to  sound  principles  ;  she  owes  it  to  her 
future  fame,  and  to  the  great  and  good  men  to  whom  she  is 
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indebted  for  the  rich  inheritance  of  a  written  constitution,  to 
pursue  such  a  course  as  will  enable  her  at  all  times  to  re- 
deem the  obligations  of  her  plighted  faith  with  scrupulous 
fidelity. 

The  General  Ticket  System. 

There  is  another  subject  which  inclination  and  duty  alike, 
render  it  proper  to  bring  to  your  notice.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1841,  the  General 
Assembly  passed  a  law  establishin-?  the  general  ticket  sys- 
tem, in  the  election  of  members  of  Congress  from  the  State 
of  Alabama.  At  the  time  this  law  passed,  the  pciiod  for 
which  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  been 
chosen,  under  the  district  system,  had  expired.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  requiring  Congress  to  convene  on  the  31st  of  May, 
it  became  necessary,  either  to  convene  the  Legislature,  or 
leave  the  people  of  Alabama  unrepresented  in  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature.  Under  ordiriavy  cir- 
cumstances, appreciating  the  inestimable  right  of  represen- 
tation, I  should  have  considered  it  proper ;  but  in  view  of 
the  difficulties  then  impending  over  the  country,  and  which 
I  regret  to  say  have  not  been  much  diminished,  ali  the  pro- 
mises of  amendment,  reformation,  and  relief  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  I  considered  it  ray  imperative  duty  to  con- 
vene the  Legislature,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  emergency 
which  had  occurred.  Considering  the  pains  taken  at  the 
time  to  mislead  the  public  judgment,  as  to  the  necessity 
which  existed  for  convening  the  Legislature ;  it  is  proper  to 
remark  that  no  other  alternative  was  left,  but  to  convene  the 
Legislature,  or  leave  the  State  unrepresented  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  in  the  most  unexampled  crisis  of  our 
public  affairs.  The  terra  for  which  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  this  Slate  had  been  elected,  as  be- 
fore remarked,  had  expired — and,  according  to  repeated  de- 
cisions, as  well  as  the  most  obvious  suggestions  of  reason 
and  common  sense,  the  expiration  of  an  official  term  does 
not  create  a  vacancy,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  be  filled  by  the  Executive,  but  is  a  lapse  of  the  office, 
which  requires  an  act  on  the  part  of  the  legislative,  or  crea- 
tive, power  in  order  to  supply  it,  and  continue  its  existence. 
It  It  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  declaimed  at  the  time  against 
the  necessity  for  convening  the  Legislature,  and  insisted  that 
a  proper  exercise  of  the  Executive  authority,  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  emergency,  and  cause  the  State  to  be  re- 
presented, were  at  least  honest  in  their  opinions,  and  not  in- 
fluenced by  a  des^ire  wilfully  to  mislead  the  public  judgment. 

On  the  27th  day  of  April,  1841,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, under  the  new  system,  and  to  that  law  annexed 
a  provision,  submitting  it  to  the  people,  to  determine,  at  the 
general  election  in  August,  whether  they  were  in  favor  of 
the  district  or  general  ticket  system.  The  result  of  the  popu- 
lar vote  upon  this  question,  shows  a  small  majority  in  favor 
of  the  district  system. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  sub- 
mitting this  question  to  the  people,  before  they  could  possi- 
bly have  time  to  reflect  upon  the  relative  importance  of  the 
two  systems,  60  as  to  determine  correctly  between  them. — 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  distinctly  admitted,  that  the  will  of  the 
pcopla,  constitutionaliy  expressed,  constitutes  the  great  rule 
of  action  for  the  government  of  the  Legislature.  Neither 
shall  I  attempt  to  derive  any  support  to  the  general  ticket 
law,  from  the  fact  that  (he  entire  popular  vote  was  not  given 
upon  this  subject,  by  six  or  eight  thousand  votes.  If  the  Le- 
gislature should  be  of  opinion  that  this  question  was  sub- 
mitted on  sufficient  notice ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  true  state  of  public  opinion  was  expressed  in  the 
vote  already  referred  to,  it  is  imperative  in  its -obligations  on 
them  to  repeal  the  law — provided,  such  repeal  docs  not,  in 
their  judgment,  violate  the  Constitution  :  and  even  in  that 
case,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  such  as  could  not  vote  for  the 
repeal,  without  violating  the  Constitution,  to  re.'^ign  and  give 
place  to  others ;  for  I  hold  the  true  theory  of  representative 
government  to  be,  that,  whenever,  upon  full  and  ample  un- 
der.«tanding  of  any  subject,  the  will  of  the  constituent  body 
is  fairly  ascertained  aiid  expressed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  re- 


presentative to  yield  obedience  to  that  will,  or  to  resign  his 
functions;  otherwise  the  government  would  cease  to  be  re- 
presentative in  its  character.  In  the  present  instance,  I  do 
not  believe  there  has  been  an  authoritative  expression  of  the 
popular  will,  andam,tlierefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  law  ought 
not  to  be  repealed— especially,  as  no  election  for  members 
of  Congress  can  take  place  until  after  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Legislature.  From  the  position  I  occu[)y  in  relation  to 
this  question,  being  the  only  Chief  Magistrate  of  Alabama 
that  ever  recommended  it,  and  particularly  from  the  motives 
then  attributed  to  me,  but  to  which  time  has  sufficiently  ap- 
plied the  corrective;  I  should  be  wanting  in  self-respect  were 
I  not  to  assert  the  opinion,  sincerely  entertained,  that  the 
general  ticket  systeiti'furnishes  the  only  constitutional  mode 
of  electing  members  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  In 
adopting  this  conclusion,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  district 
system  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  and,  among  them,  many  of  those  most  distin- 
guished for  the  wisdom  of  their  public  councils,  and  for  the 
patriotism,  intelligence  and  virtue  of  their  public  men — and 
if  this  question  depended  upon  precedent,  or  the  practice  of 
other  States,  I  should  cheerfully  relinquish  my  own  views, 
no  matter  how  deeply  convinced  of  their  correctness,  and 
adopt  those  which  prevail  in  a  majority  of  the  States.  But 
this  question  does  not  depend  upon  precedent — it  depends 
upon  the  proper  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
true  theory  of  representative  government.  If,  then,  it  can 
be  shown  that  this  system  is  the  one  provided  for  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  it  carries  out  in  prp.ctice,  and  is  the  only 
one  which  can  carry  out  in  practice,  the  true  theory  of  popu- 
lar representative  government,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  de- 
termine, that  error,  though  seen  thorugh  the  lapse  of  ages, 
sanctioned  by  time,  and  approved  by  the  highest  intelligence, 
is  error  still ;  and  to  preserve  those  sound  rules  of  interpreta- 
tion, and  above  all  those  cardinal  principles,  which  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  the  government. 

The  constitutional  provision  which  governs  and  controls 
this  question  is  in  the  following  words:  ♦'  Members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  he  chosen  every  second  year 
by  the  people  of  the  several  States ;  and  the  electors  in  each 
State  shall  possess  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of 
the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature."  [Art. 
1,  Sec.  2,  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.]  This  provision  con- 
tains a  clear  and  positive  reservation  of  power,  to  the  people 
of  the  several  States,  to  choose  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives ;  and  the  onl}'  limitation  or  restriction  upon 
this  power  is,  that  the  electors  shall  possess  the  qualifications 
requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
State  Legislature.  In  order  to  understand  correctly  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  this  power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  recur 
for  a  moment  to  the  history  of  the  country,  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  inquire  into  the  reasons 
which  led  to  the  adoption  of  that  instrument,  and  the  great 
rights  intended  to  be  secured  by  it.  The  grand  moving 
cause  which  led  to  the  revolution  that  separated  this  country 
from  Great  Britain,  was  the  denial  of  the  right  of  represen- 
tation—a right  which  is  asserted,  in  the  most  memorable  de- 
claration to  be  found  in  the  recorded  history  of  nations,  to 
be  "inestimable  to  freemen,  and  formidable  to  tyrants  only." 
Who  made  this  declaration  ?  Who  made  this  remarkable 
declaration  ?  The  people  of  the  several  States.  Who  were 
the  actors  in  those  desperate  scenes  of  danger  and  glory  that 
succeeded  this  declaration,  and  marked  the  progress  of  the 
revolution  to  that  glorious  consummation  which  presents  the 
proudest  achievement  of  human  exertion  .■'  The  people  of 
the  several  States.  Who,  when  the  battles  of  the  revolution 
were  over,  assembled,  through  their  representatives,  in  so- 
lemn convention,  for  the  purpose  of  casting  the  mould  of  a 
new  government,  and  of  testing  the  great  and  then  untried 
experiment  of  man's  capacity  for  self-government  ?  The 
people  of  the  several  States.  And  who,  it  may  be  asked, 
when  the  strifes  and  conflicts  of  the  revolution  were  over, 
were  entitled  to  have  that  great  right,  for  which  they  had 
toiled  and  suffered  through  all  the  horrors  of  a  seven  years' 
war,  secured  to  them  in  the  amplest  form  T  The  answer  is 
still  the  same;  the  people  of  the  several  States.  That  peo- 
ple who  had  borne  the  flag  of  an  oppressed  and  bleeding 
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country  triumphantly  througli  the  bloody  scenes  of  a  thrice 
glorious  revolution,  and  presented  it  untarnished  to  be  plant- 
ed on  the  ramparts  of  a  written  Constitution.  Plence  we 
see,  that  in  allotting  rewards  to  those  who  best  deserved 
them,  and  in  placing  power  where  it  could  best  be  wielded, 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  declared,  in  the  very  first  ar- 
ticle of  that  instrument,  that  tlie  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  great  citadel  of  freedom  and  of  popular 
rights,  should  be  "  chosen  every  second  year,  by  the  people 
of  the  several  States.'"  What  is  meint  by  the  people  of  a 
State  ?  When  historians  or  statesmen  speak  of  the  people 
of  an  empire,  a  nation  or  state,  the  common  sense,  and  the 
universal  usage  and  understanding  of  mankind,  is,  that  they 
speak  of  the  people  of  such  empire,  nation  or  state,  in  their 
aggregate,  undivided  character  as  a  people.  When  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  spoke  of  the  people  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  they  meant  those  separate,  independent  political 
communities,  which  existed  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  all  that  is  beauti- 
ful in  the  theory,  or  valuable  in  the  practice,  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  we  live.  If,  then,  the  reservation  of 
power  in  the  Constitution,  to  choose  representatives,  be  to 
the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  if  by  the  people  of  the 
several  States,  is  meant  the  whole  people,  the  right  to  choose 
the  whole  number  of  representatives  to  which  the  State  is 
entitled,  according  to  population  and  the  ratio  fixed  by  law, 
is  given  to  the  whole  people.  The  error  which  seems  to  have 
prevailed  on  this  subject,  consists  in  supposing  that  the  Con- 
Btitution  of  the  United  States  confided  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures discretionary  power  in  relation  to  the  choosing  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  that  in  the  election  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  was  competent  for  the  Legisla- 
ture to  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  the  electors  and  limit 
their  right  to  choose.  But  this  idea  has  not  the  semblance 
of  a  foundation  in  the  Constitution.  The  right  to  choose, 
the  qualifications  of  the  elected  and  the  electors,  and  the  time 
of  service  of  the  members,  are  all  fixed  by  the  Constitution  ; 
and  neither  the  Legislature  nor  Congress  have  the  power  to 
alter  them.  The  only  provision  of  the  Constitution,  that 
gives  the  ^'tate  Legislatures  any  power  over  this  subject,  is 
the  following:  "  The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  prescribed 
in  each  State,  by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress 
may  at  any  time  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the 
place  of  choosing  Senators."     [4  Sec.  5  Art.  Con.  U.  S.] 

What  power  does  this  section  confer  on  the  State  Legis- 
latures ?  The  power  to  prescribe  the  times,  places  and  man- 
ner of  holding  the  elections,  and  nothing  more.  The  reser- 
vation of  power  to  the  people  is  to  choose  representatives. — 
The  reservation  of  power  to  the  State  Legislature  is  to  pre- 
scribe the  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections — 
and  it  certainly  cannot  require  an  argument  to  point  out  the 
difference  between  them. 

Neither  is  there  conceived  to  be  any  soundness  in  the  doc- 
trine which  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  that  both  the  two  modes 
of  electing  members  to  Congress  arc  constitutional.  Either 
may  be  constitutional,  but  both  cannot  be;  because  their  ef- 
fect upon  the  elective  franchise  is  entirely  different.  Under 
the  general  ticket  system,  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  of 
New  York  would  be  entitled  to  vote  for  forty  members  of 
Congress,  because  he  was  one  of  an  aggregate  community 
whose  numbers  entitle  them  to  that  number  of  Representa- 
tives. Whereas,  a  qualified  voter  in  Pennsylvania,  under 
the  district  system,  would  only  be  entitled  to  vote  for  one, 
although  he  possessed  precisely  the  same  qualifications  that 
the  voter  in  New  York  did,  and  derived  his  right  to  vote 
from  the  very  same  clau^#  in  the  Constitution.  It  never 
could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  authorize  the  practice  of  a  system,  which  would 
operate  with  such  gross  inequality.  They  doubtless  intend- 
ed that  the  rule  to  be  established  should  be  uniform,  and 
that  a  freeman,  possessing  the  same  qualifications  in  one 
Stato  of  the  Union,  should  enjoy  the  same  privileges  that 
another  freeman,  residing  in  a  different  State,  should  enjoy. 
If  the  object  was  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  to  the  narrowest  possible  limits,  then 
the  district  system  ia  the  proper  one.     Under  it  no  man  has 


a  right  to  vote  for  more  than  one  Representative.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  object  was  to  enlarge  the  horizon  of  freedom 
and  of  popular  privileges  to  its  fullest  extent,  then  the  gene- 
ral ticket  system  is  the  proper  one.  Under  it  each  qualified 
voter  in  the  State  is  entitled  to  vote  for  the  whole  number 
of  Representatives  to  which  the  State  is  entitled  ;  which  is 
the  fullest  measure  of  liberty  he  can  enjoy.  It  is  for  the  Le- 
gislature to  determine  whether  they  will  confine  the  people 
of  the  State  within  the  narrowest  possible  limits,  by  confin- 
ing them  to  districts  and  restricting  their  right  to  a  single 
member ;  or  whether  they  will  secure  to  them  the  highest 
degree  of  liberty  they  are  capable  of  exercising  under  the 
Constitution,  and  allow  them  to  vote  for  the  whole  number. 

Tliere  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  subject  may 
be  placed,  which  renders  it  one  of  vast,  not  to  say  vital,  im- 
portance to  the  rights  and  to  the  existence  of  the  Slates. — 
Whatever  may  be  the  power  of  the  State  Legislatures  over 
the  election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  power  is  liable,  at  any  moment,  to  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gress. Congress  may,  according  to  the  Constitution,  at  any 
time  alter  whatever  regulations  the  State  Legislatures  may 
make  upon  this  subject.  Suppose  then,  the  district  system 
to  be  correct,  and  that  Congress  should  exercise  the  power,  .i*^-. 
which  they  may,  at  any  time.  What,  I  ask,  would  become 
of  the  security,  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  States,  when  the  General  Government  has  the 
power  to  lay  off  districts  in  such  manner  as  to  ensure  a  com- 
pliance with  the  views  of  that  government,  in  all  instances 
whatever.  The  only  country  under  the  sun  in  which  this 
system  of  electing  representatives  by  geographical  limits  has 
prevailed  to  the  full  extent,  was  revolutionary  France.  There 
the  whole  nation  was  divided  into  districts,  C departments, J 
and  it  was  equally  easy  to  elect  a  priest  or  an  assassin  from 
either,  whichever  was  most  likely  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
a  furious  and  unbridled  despotism.  But,  let  the  general 
ticket  system  be  established,  and  all  that  Congress  can  do  is 
simply  to  declare  the  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  the 
elections.  It  will  not  be  expected  that  in  a  communication 
like  this,  I  should  notice  all  the  arguments  that  have  been 
employed  in  opposition  to  this  measure ;  and  much  less  that 
I  should  attempt  to  answer  them.  I  shall  notice  only  those 
that  have  been  urged  with  most  zeal. 

Among  the  objections  to  this  measure  entitled  to  the  most 
weight  is  the  one,  that  it  will  give  undue  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  large  and  popu- 
lous States.  If  this  measure  involved  no  higher  principle 
than  a  mere  scramble  for  power,  this  view  of  it  might  be  en- 
couraged and  possibly  sustained.  But  popular  liberty  is  not 
a  commodity  to  be  measured  out  with  a  stinted  hand,  or  de- 
fined by  geographical  limits — it  inheres  and  belongs  to  men. 
According  to  the  true  theory  of  our  government,  and  of  all 
popular  governments,  the  same  number  of  freemen  possess- 
ing the  necessary  qualifications  to  vote  in  one  section  of  the 
Union,  possess,  and  ought  to  exercise,  the  same  povs'er  that 
the  same  number  of  freemen  possessing  like  qualifications, 
possess,  and  ought  to  exercise,  in  another  section  of  the 
Union.  The  safest  and  most  virtuous  rule,  in  public  ?.a  well 
as  private  affairs,  is  boldly  and  firmly  to  assert  and  maintain 
our  own  rights,  and  cheerfully  accord  to  others  the  enjoy- 
ment of  theirs.  And  it  was  never  intended  that  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  House  of  Representatives  should  be  equal, 
any  further  than  numbers,  according  to  the  population  of  the 
different  States,  should  render  it  so.  Neither  could  it  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to 
weaken  the  influence  of  the  people  of  the  States,  in  the  popu- 
lar branch  of  the  Legislature,  by  adopting  a  rule  which  would 
lead,  necessarily,  to  diversity  of  views  and  opinions,  and  all 
the  mischiefs  incident  to  divided  councils.  Union  and  har- 
mony were  the  feeling  and  the  sentiment  which  predomi- 
nated, over  all  others,  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  form- 
ed. The  Constitution  itself  furnishes  the  most  indubitable  . 
proof  that  nrmibers  form  the  basis  of  representation,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Hence  it  requires  that  the  cen- 
sus shall  be  taken  at  stated  periods,  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  the  different  States,  ar:d  that  the  ratio  of  re- 
presentation shall,  at  the  first  session  of  Congress  after  every 
such  enumeration,  be  fixed  accordingly.     Equality  of  repre- 
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sentation  and  the  power  of  counteracting  the  weight  and  in- 
fluence of  the  large  States,  when  they  run  into  error  or  ope- 
rate oppressively;  is  secured  in  the  Senate,  where  each  State, 
being  sovereign  and,  of  course,  equal  in  rights  and  power,  is 
represented  by  the  same  number  of  Senators.  Nothing  more 
is  necessary  to  elucidate  the  view  I  entertain  upon  this  part 
of  the  subje-t,  than  to  keep  constantly  in  mind  that  the  re- 
servation of  power  to  the  States,  is  to  elect  Senators  ;  that  to 
the  people,  is  to  choose  representatives.  And  while  it  is  free- 
ly admitted,  that  under  the  general  ticket  law  the  people  of 
no  State  can  ever  have  a  larger  numl)er  of  representatives 
than  their  numerical  strength  entitles  them  to,  it  may  with 
full  confidence  be  asserted  that  it  secures  to  them  the  full 
number  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that  no  other  system 
can  do  it. 

'i'hc  next  objection  is  that  a  majority  of  the  States,  from 
the  origin  of  the  Government,  have  adopted  the  district  sys- 
tem— or,  that  the  weight  of  precedent  is  against  the  measure 
under  consideration.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  with  en- 
tire respect,  that  the  effect  of  this  doctrine  is  to  fasten  the 
errors  of  one  generation  irrevocably  upon  all  succeeding  ge- 
nerations, and,  indeed,  to  render  error  immortal.  This  I  ad- 
mit is  the  doctrine  maintained  in  all  governments  of  pre- 
Ecription,  where  the  lights  of  experience  and  successive  im- 
provement are  studiously  shut  out,  and  where  it  is  consider- 
ed sacrilege  for  men  to  atlempt  any  improvement  upon  the 
systems  or  opinions  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them. — 
Fortunately  for  the  improvement  of  the  age,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  this  is  not  yet  the  received  doctrine  in 
this  country. 

The  gravest  objection,  and  one  which  addresses  itself  pe- 
culiarly to  popular  prejudice — for  it  can  have  no  solid  foun- 
dation in  the  understanding  of  any  one  who  has  bestowed 
the  slightest  attention  to  the  subject  is,  that  it  disfranchises  a 
portion  of  the  people.  If  this  objection  is  well  founded,  it 
would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  condemn  the  system.  But 
nothing  can  be  more  untrue  or  disingenuous  ;  and  the  em- 
ployment of  such  an  argument  bespeaks  either  an  ignorance 
of  the  meaning  of  the  most  ordinary  terms  in  the  language, 
as  well  as  the  true  theory  of  representative  democratic  gov- 
ernment, or  a  desire  to  mislead  the  public  judgment.  To 
disfranchise,  means  Ic  deprive  of  the  privileges  of  a  free  citi- 
zen. In  reference  to  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  means, 
if,  indeed,  it  mean  anything,  to  deprive  of  the  right  to  vote. 
But  who,  it  may  be  asked,  that  had  aright  to  vote  under  the 
former  system,  has  been  deprived  of  that  right  by  the  law  in 
force  1  Under  the  district  system  each  qualified  voter  in  the 
State  had  a  right  to  vote  for  one  member  of  Congress,  and 
no  more.  Under  the  general  ticket  law,  each  qualified  voter 
in  the  State  had  a  right  to  vote  for  five.  Unless,  therefore, 
increasing  the  right  of  each  voter  in  the  State  five  fold,  in 
the  election  of  members  of  Congress,  has  the  effect  to  dis- 
franchise a  portion  of  the  people,  no  disfranchisement  has 
been  effected  by  the  general  ticket  law.  If  being  disfran- 
chised means  voting  in  a  minority,  why  then  the  twelve 
hundred  thousand  freemen  who  voted  in  a  minority  in  a  re- 
cent National  election,  the  ?;iamier  of  conducting  as  well  as 
the  result  of  which  will  be  remembered  at  least  as  long  as 
the  forms  of  the  Cons</ii(/jo?j  last,  were  disfranchised.  But 
not  so — theij  took  their  chances  at  the  ballot  box — thei/  cast 
their  votes  in  that  memorable  contest — but  the  majority  of 
numbers  was  against  them — and  yielding  to  that  great  dis- 
tinctive feature  of  representative  republican  government,  that 
the  will  of  a  majority,  expressed  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  Constitution,  shall  govern,  they  quietly  submitted  to  de- 
feat— but  not  to  disfranchisement.  No  doubt  many  of  them 
expect  to  vote  in  a  similar  election  again,  and,  judging  from 
the  signs  of  the  times,  with  sanguine  hopes  of  better  suc- 
cess. If  this  modern  doctrine  of  disfranchisement  is  correct, 
there  is  a  portion  of  the  people  disfranchised  in  every  popu- 
lar election,  where  there  is  a  contest,  from  the  election  of  a 
constable  up  to  the  election  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States.  This  subject  renders  reference  to  another  principle 
not  improper ;  and  that  is,  the  rights  of  minorities.  All  men 
possessing  the  qualifications  established  by  the  Constitution 
&re  eligible  to  office,  and  have  a  right  to  vote,  no  matter  what 
Baay  be  their  political  opinions.     But  minorities  have  no 


power  to  elect,  and  no  right  to  have  their  political  opinions 
represented.  These  belong  ro  the  majority,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  belong  to  them,  until  the  main  principle  of  the  go- 
vernment is  changed,  and  the  will  of  the  few  substituted  for 
the  will  of  the  many.  The  truth  of  this  position  is  fully  il- 
lustrated in  the  case  of  the  twelve  hundred  thousands  who 
voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  late  Presidential  election. — 
Their  votes  were  as  powerless,  so  far  as  the  result  of  that 
election  was  concerned,  as  if  they  had  been  cast  into  the 
sea ;  because  they  were  given  by  a  minority.  Take  another 
illustration  :  The  county  of  Tuscaloosa  is,  in  all  respects, 
one  of  the  most  respectable  counties  in  Alabama— the  people 
of  that  county,  like  all  others,  are  divided  into  parties  enter- 
taining different  political  opinions  ;  one  of  these  parties  pre- 
ponderates by  a  majority  of  several  hundred  votes,  and  the 
consequence  is,  and  properly,  according  to  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  that  the  dominant  party  elects  all  the  delegates 
from  that  county,  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

I  have  calmly  endeavored  to  view  the  questions  involved 
in  the  general  ticket  law,  through  the  light  of  reason,  unin- 
fluenced by  any  other  desire  than  to  arrive  at  a  proper  con- 
clusion. The  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  and  a 
desire  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Alabama  to  their 
fullest  extent,  furnish  the  only  lights  by  which  I  have  been 
guided,  and  constitute  the  only  motive  by  which  I  have  been 
governed  in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  come. 
I  had  experienced  no  personal  disappointment  under  the 
district  system  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  motives  attributed 
to  me,  it  is  impossible  I  can  have  views  or  expectations  to 
gratify  under  the  present  system.  My  deliberate  judgment 
tells  me  the  present  is  the  true  one,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons : — 

1.  The  Constitution  authorizes  the  people  of  the  States 
to  choose  representatives ;  and  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  way  in  which  the  right  secured  by  the  Constitution, 
can  be  fully  enjoyed. 

2.  It  secures  in  practice,  in  the  election  of  members  of 
Congress,  the  benefit  of  that  great  principle,  that  the  will  of 
a  majority,  expressed  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Consti- 
tution, shall  govern. 

3.  It  secures  the  rights  of  the  States  from  the  possibility 
of  encroachment  by  Congress. 

4.  It  enlarges  the  elective  franchise,  just  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  members  of  Congress  to  be  elected. 

It  is  possible,  after  all,  that  the  views  I  have  taken,  and 
the  reasoning  I  have  employed,  upon  this  subject,  may  be 
erroneous.  My  deliberate  and  well  settled  opinion,  is,  that 
they  are  correct.  And  even  if  they  should  prove  to  be  er- 
roneous, I  shall  at  least  enjoy  the  consolation  of  having  er- 
red in  favor  cf  extending  the  great  principle  of  represen- 
tative government,  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  institu- 
tions, by  enlarging  the  right  of  suffrage;  to  secure  which, 
in  its  plenitude  and  purity,  to  the  people  of  the  several 
States  of  this  Union,  the  aspirations  of  the  purest  patriots 
were  elevated,  and  the  best  blood  of  the  revolution  was  spilt. 
But  upon  this  subject,  and  particularly  at  this  time,  I  have 
an  especial  desire  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Ours  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  opinion,  and  not  arbitrary  will ;  and  reason  and 
free  inquiry  are  the  only  agents  that  can  properly  be  em- 
ployed in  the  administration  of  it.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opin- 
ion that  this  subject  should  be  referred  back  to  the  people, 
and  if,  upon  full  consideration  of  all  the  reasons  connected 
with  it,  they  determine  that  this  law  ought  to  be  repealed, 
let  it  be  done.  As  already  remarked,  no  possible  injury  or 
public  inconvenience  can  result  from  delay  ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  will  afford  time  for  ample  reflection  on  the  relative  impor- 
tance and  propriety  of  the  two  systems,  as  no  election  can 
be  held  under  either  until  August,  1843. 

The  intimate  relations  subsisting  between  the  State  and 
General  Governments,  and  our  liability  to  be  aSected,  either 
for  good  or  for  evil,  by  the  action  of  the  latter,  renders  it  pro- 
per that  I  should  notice  some  of  the  measures  introduced 
during  the  late  extraordinary  ses.-=ion  of  Congress,  most  of 
which  have,  unfortunately  as  I  conceive,  become  laws  of  the 
land.  I  am  well  aware  that  there  are  some  who  look  upon 
every  allusion  by  the  State  authorities  to  the  action  of  the 
General  Government,  as  a  species  of  impertinent  and  offi- 
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cious  interference.  My  habit  of  thinking  upon  this  subject  j  feet  of  which  will  be  to  fasten  perpetual  burdens  on  the  peo- 
has  led  me  to  a  different  conclusion.  The  General  Govern- 1  pic  of  the  South,  in  order  to  protect  and  foster  the  produc- 
roent  was  formed  by  the  States;  it  can  only  he  altered  by  j  tions  of  labor  in  other  sections  of  the  Union.  If  this  law  re- 
the  States;  it  is  responsible  to  the  States  for  its  action  ;    it  j  mains  in  force,  it  destroys  all  hope  of  reduction  in  the  price 


was  constituted  a  trustee  by  the  States,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  in  relation  to  such  matters,  and  none  others,  as  were 
specifically  confided  to  it, 

^  JWitionnl  Batik. 

The  ingenuity  of  the  friends  of  a  National  Bank,  in  Con- 
gress, was  taxed  to  the  last  extieniily  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  seem  to  evade,  while  they  violated,  the  Constitution, 
and  to  incorporate  some  institution  of  this  kind.  Fortunately 
for  the  country,  all  these  attempts  were  unsuccessful — not 
so  much,  it  would  appear,  however,  from  a  disposition  to 


of  the  public  lands ;  a  matter  more  interesting  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  than  any  other,  as  it  would  enable  every 
class,  even  the  poorest,  to  provide  homes  for  their  wives  and 
children  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  It  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  the  price  will  be  reduced  while  a  majority  of  the 
States  are  interested  in  keeping  it  up,  in  order  to  increase 
the  distributive  [lortion  to  which  each  State  is  entitled.  'J'he 
true  and  wisest  policy  of  this  government,  is  to  contribute, 
as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with  the  Constitution,  to  the 
happiness  and  comfort  of  the  people;  and  not,  by  exhaust- 
ing existing  sources  of  revenue,  to  increase  the  necessity  for 
preserve  the  Constitution,  as  from  inability  on  the  part  of,  additional  imj)Ositions,  and  diminishing  their  ability  to  be- 
the  friends  of  a  bank,  (or  fiscal  agent,  as  it  is  now  called,)  :  come  interested  in  the  soil,  by  acquiring  a  home,  which,  af- 
to  agree  among  themselves,  as  to  the  particular  manner  in  !  ter  all,  is  the  strongest  tie  which  binds  a  man  to  bis  country, 
which  that  instrument  should  be  violated.  And  it  is  aston- ,  The  foregoing  are  .';ome  of  the  objections  which  apply, 
ishing  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  have  ■  with  great  force,  to  the  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  pro- 
vetoed  two  bank  bills  for  constitutional  reasons,  without  even  ceeds  of  the  public  lar.ds.  The  17th  section  of  this  act  pre- 
alluding  to  the  main  reason  why  such  an  institution  is  un- 1  sents  a  subject  for  the  consideration,  and  possibly  for  the  ac- 
constitutional — namely,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  in-  ^  tion  of  the  Legislature.  It  provides  "  that  the  two  per  cent, 
corporate  a  national  institution  of  any  sort.  This  question,  \  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  States, 
like  the  sword  of  Damocles  is  still  suspended  over  our  heads  ;  '■  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  since  the  first  day  of  September, 
and  whether  this  state  of  suspense  is  to  terminate  in  the  ul-  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  reserved,  by 
timate  triumph  of  the  Constitution,  or  in  the  prostitution  of  j  the  act  entitled  "  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
that  instrument  to  the  influence  of  a  sordid  money  power,  is  j  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government,  and 
a  question  which  belongs  to  the  future.  Unless,  however,  |  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  the  same 
the  indications  of  the  times  are  grossly  deceptive,  the  people  j  footing  with  the  original  States,  for  the  making  of  a  road  or 
are  about  to  look  to  this  subject,  and  to  relieve  the  country  ;  roads  leading  to  the  said  State,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
for  ever  from  the  thraldom  and  corruptions  of  a  National  relinquished  to  the  said  State  of  Alabama,  payable  in  two 
Bank.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  continue  to  pro-  equal  instalments,  the  first  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  Maj', 
test  against  the  establishment  of  any  institution  of  this  kind,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  the  other  on 
by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  its  ,  the  first  daj'  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
passing  Congress  in  any  shape,  against  the  establishment  three,  and  quarterly  as  the  same  may  hereafter  accrue.  Pro- 
vided, That  the  Legislature  of  said  State  shall  first  pass  an 
act  declaring  their  acceptance  of  said  relinquishment,  and 


also  embracing  a  provision,  to  be  unalterable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  that  the  whole  of  said  two  per  cent, 
fund  shall  be  faithfully  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  to  the  connexion,  by  some  means 
of  internal  improvement,  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Bay 
of  Mobile  with  the  Tennessee  river,  and  to  the  construction 
of  a  continuous  line  of  intern  '  improvements  from  a  point 


of  a  branch  in  this  State 

Proceeds  of  the  Pitblic  Latids. 

The  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,  (as  it  is  styled,)  is,  in  my 
judgment,  the  most  extraordinary,  as  well  as  the  most  per- 
nicious act  of  American  legislation  ;  and  contains  more  of 
that  subtle  poison  which  is  finally  to  naturalize  the  power 
and  destroy  the  independence  of  these  Stales,  unless  pre- 
vented by  their  constant  vigilance,  than  any  act  passed  by  |  on  the  Chattahoochie  river,  opposite  West  Point,  in  Gcor 
Congress  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  This  j  gia,  across  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  a  direction  to  Jackson, 
measure  may,  with  truth,  be  said  to  violate  every  correct    in  Mississippi.'  " 

principle  that  could  be  embraced  within  its  provisions.  It  j  This  section  of  the  act  relinquishes  to  Alabama  the  two 
violates  the  Constitution,  by  abolishing  a  permanent  source  \  per  cent,  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
of  revenue  belonging  to  the  United  States  ;  thereby  creating  j  this  State,  and  which  was  reserved  according  to  the  terms 
a  necessity  for  increasing  the  duties  on  imports,  which  must ;  of  the  act  for  our  admission  into  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
operate  unequally,  and  the  weight  of  which  must  fall  most  of  making  a  road  or  roads  to  the  State.  It  is  not  perceived 
heavily  on  the  Southern  States.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  ob-  that  this  provision  in  the  act  of  Congress,  would  commit  us 
jection,  to  say  that  the  act  is  not  to  operate  if  it  violates  the  to  any  extent  to  the  distribution  principle.  If  that  is  to  be 
compromise  of  1833  —  the  compromise  act  is  itself  a  viola-  [  the  efit-ct  of  accepting  it,  I,  for  one  should  be  for  rejecting  it 
tion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.    It  violates  the  articles    without  regard  to  consequences. 

of  cession  from  the  ceding  States  to  the  United  States,  by  |  It  is  certain  that  the  two  per  cent,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
distributing  that  which  was  intended  to  be  held  as  a  com- ^  the  public  lands  in  this  State,  can  never  become  the  property, 
mon  fund,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States  jointly,  among  the  or  form  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  without 
individual  States.  It  is  an  act  of  wasteful  improvidence  to  our  consent  ;and,  perhaps  the  most  correct  view  of  this  part 
give  away  three  or  four  millions  annually,  when  the  Na-  of  the  subject  is,  that  we  are  equitably  entitled  to  the  benefit 
tional  Treasury  is  pennyless,  and  places  Congress  under  the    of  it, 

necessity  of  borrowing  money,  and  taxing  the  necessities  of  i  If  the  Legislature  should  acquiesce  in  the  correctness  of 
life,  in  order  to  support  the  government.  It  involves  the  |  this  view,  the  only  remaining  question  will  be,  whether  they 
right  of  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  will  now  or  at  a  more  favorable  period,  bind  the  State  to 
distribution  among  the  Slates,  in  order  to  make  them  the  furnish  the  additional  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  two 
phant  subjects  of  natiorwl  ambition  and  national  power — for  works  of  internal  improvement,  contemplated  in  the  act  of 
there  is  no  difllerence  betwcsn  giving  to  the  States  the  exist- '  Congress.  The  entire  cost  of  these  works  may  be  estimated' 
ingrevenue,  thereby  creating  a  necessity  for  additional  taxes,  I  at  five  millions— the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent,  at  three 
and  laying  taxes  in  the  first  instance,  for  the  purpose  of  dis-  hundred  thousand  dollars— hence  the  sum  to  he  furnished 
tribution.  It  amounts  to  the  same  thing.  Congress  has  no  by  the  State  would  be  lour  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
power  to  make  donations  when  the  treasury  is  bankrupt;  ,  dollars.  A  more  intimate  connexion  with  the  sister  iStates 
and  it  is  utterly  unworthy  the  character  of  the  Stales,  under  ;  of  Georgia  and  Missi.-.sippi,  by  nioans  of  a  [lermmpnt  work 
such  circumstances,  to  accept  them.  This  act  is  one  of  that  '•  of  internal  improvement  is  certainly  a  most  desirable  object, 
•eries  of  measures  intended  to  pave  the  way  for  the  pcrma- ,  if  we  have  the  means  to  accomplish  it.  And  the  connexion 
Bent  introduction  of  the  miscalled  .\m''rican  systemj  the  ef-l  of  the  navigable  waters  of  Mobile  bay  with  the  Tennessee 
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river  is,  in  every  light  in  which  it  can  be  viewed,  a  matter 
of  vast  importance.  It  would  bring  us  into  intimate  con- 
nexion with  one  of  the  finest  provision-raising  countries  in 
the  world,  hy  which  we  should  annually  save  vast  sums  in 
the  purchase  of  productions  directly  from  the  producers, 
which  we  now  have  to  purchase  in  the  first  instance,  in 
New  Orleans;  and  the  difiercnce  of  exchange  on  the  articles 
thus  purchased  would,  in  a  few  years,  be  sufficient  to  con- 
struct the  work.  A  work  of  this  kind  would  also  have  the 
effect  of  connecting  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Stale  more 
intimately  ;  and  what  is  of  still  higher  importance,  it  would, 
in  that  emergency,  from  which  the  most  pacific  and  enlight- 
ened nations,  cannot  always  be  exempt,  afford  great  facility 
in  the  transportation  of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  pro- 
visions from  thit  quarter,  t.)  which  in  time  of  need,  we 
shouM  be  compclicd  to  look  for  them.  The  whole  subject 
is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature  without  a  doubt 
that  they  will  dispose  of  it  with  due  regard  to  all  the  high 
and  important  considerations  which  it  involves. 

Retirement  from  Office. 

This  is  the  last  annual  message  I  shall  have  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  the  General  Assembly.  A  few  days  will 
terminate  my  connexion  with  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  State  of  Alabnma,  to  which  I  may,  with  perfect  sinceri- 
ty say,  I  have  been  twice  ebcted  without  solicitation  on  my 
part,  by  the  people.  In  looking  forward  to  the  moment,  now 
almost  at  hand,  which  is  to  dissolve  my  official  connexion 
with  the  General  Assembly,  I  should  do  injustice  to  my 
own  feelings,  if  I  were  not  to  express  the  deep  and  abiding 
sense  of  obligation  I  am  under  to  that  body,  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  indulgent  liberality  and  kindness  I  have  ex- 
perienced at  thrir  hands,  in  my  humble  but  honest  efforts  to 
administer  the  Government  of  Alabama.  And  permit  me, 
gentlemen,  through  you,  to  avail  myself  of  this  public  occa- 
sion, to  tender  to  the  great  body  of  my  fellow-citizens,  the 
deep  and  histing  sense  of  gratitude  "I  feel,  and  shall  never 
cease  to  cherish,  towards  tliem,  fur  the  multiplied  proofs  they 
have  given  me  of  their  kindness  and  confidence;  and  to  as- 
sure them,  that  I  shall  carry  into  the  retirement  which  awaits 
me,  the  same  devotion  to  their  interes's  and  happiness,  by 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  be  governed  in  my  public  career; 
and  that  I  shall  never  cease  to  supplicate  Divine  goodness, 
to  continue  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  those  rich  and  count- 
less blessings  which  he  has  heretofore  been  pleased  to  bestow 
upon  them. 

A.  P.  BAGBY 

E 

Tusca 
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Friiiis  of  tlic  Wcsierii  lUvilvoade 

Among  the  merchandise  at  the  Worcester  railroad  depot' 
in  this  city,  we  notice  a  quantity  of  sole  leather,  for  Messrs- 
Spooner  &  Arnold,  from  the  well  known  tanning  establish- 
ment of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Hunter,  Greene  co.  N.  Y.  They 
expect,  as  we  understmd,  to  receive  most  of  their  leather, 
and  forward  their  hides,  over  this  road,  which  ofl'ers  a  direct 
conveyance  to  all  the  tanning'  region  of  New  York.  This 
gives  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  great  ficihties,  all  the  year 
round,  for  the  prosr-cution  of  this  trade — a  trade  unavaihible 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  during  the  winter,  while  their  noble 
Hudson  is  ice-bound. 

The  leather  and  shoe  trade  was  first  established  in  New 
England — and  has,  ever  since,  been  conducted  with  great 
skill  an  I  energy — and  we  hope  our  citizens  will  now  em- 
brace the  opportunity  oflered  them,  to  supply  their  own 
manufiictures  with  every  article  which  this  department  of 
our  industry  may  demand. — Boston  ,'ll!as. 


A  Cast  Irojj  l.ijjlit  Ilctjsc. 

A  cast  Iron  Light  House  for  the  harbor  of  Havana  has 
just  been  fiui5hed  in  New  York.  It  is  18  feet  in  height,  and 
will  be  surmounted  by  a  lantern  of  about  half  these  dimen- 
sions.    The  expense  is  estimated  at  $1500. 

.N'eioark  Daily  Advertiser. 


Loiv  "Water  in  tlie  Iinbe— Enlargement  of  tlie 
Caiial* 

In  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
canal,  published  in  yesterday's  paper,  it  was  assumed  that  in 
the  year  1820  the  water  in  the  lake  was  at  its  lowest  stage 
of  depression.  Such,  we  learn,  is  not  the  fact.  From  the 
years  1809  to  1&14,  inclusive,  the  water  was  two  feet  lower 
than  in  1820,  the  frees  between  this  and  Fort  Erie,  now 
covered,  were  then  entirely  out  of  water,  and  on  Bird  Island, 
which  for  many  years  past  had  been  almost  wholly  under 
water,  buildings  were  erected.  There  is  good  reason  to  fear 
that  a  similar  state  of  things  may  be  experienced  again. — 
Its  possible  consequences  are  of  the  highest  importance.  If 
the  Lake  should  fall  as  low  as  it  was  during  the  five  years 
above  mentioned,  a  canal  constructed  upon  the  plan  adopted 
for  the  enlargement  from  this  to  Lockport,  would  leave  the 
whole  utterly  useless  as  far  as  Montezuma.  Between  that 
place  and  Lockport  it  would  require  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the 
whole  of  the  Genesee  river  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of 
water.  This  matter,  therefore,  is  of  the  highest  interest  to 
the  whole  State,  and  to  Rochester  its  importance  is  incalcu- 
lable. The  foundation  of  that  city's  prosperity,  that  which 
is  requisite  to  its  very  existence  even,  inay  be  necessarily 
destroyed  when  least  expected.  We  shall  procure  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  authentic  information  on  this  subject,  and  put 
it  in  such  a  shape  as  will,  we  trust,  command  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  Canal  Commissioners  and  the  Legislature. — 
Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser. 

For  an  interesting  report  on  the  periodical  rise  and  fall  of 
the  waters  of  the  Lakes,  see  Register  vol.  iii,  page  225. 

En.  Ker. 

Coloreii  Coloisj-. 

On  the  23d  ult.  a  meeting  of  colored  persons  met  at  War- 
ren, Trumbull  county,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that  the  in- 
terest of  colored  persons  would  be  promoted  by  forming  a 
settlement  at  some  point  where  land  is  cheap  and  the  laws 
not  op[  ressive.  It  was  also  recommended  that  a  convention 
of  colored  persons  from  this  and  the  adjoining  States  be  Iield 
at  Massillon  on  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  to  consult  on 
the  subject ;  and  that  P.  Brown,  Wm.  Pinn  and  J.  Robert- 
son be  a  committee  to  make  the  arrangement. 

\_01iio  Repository. 

Jadse  Baylies,  survivJug  aid  of  "Wasliiiigton. 

"  Col.  Trumbull,"  says  the  N.  Y.  Commercial,  "is  the 
survivor  of  the  Military  Family  of  Washington."  This  is 
corrected  by  the  editor  of  the  'J'aunton  Whig,  who  states  that 
the  Hon.  H.  Baylies,  of  Dighlon,  was  an  aid  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Judge  Baylies  is  in 
his  86th  year — resides  but  about  6  miles  from,  and  is  fre- 
quently at  Taunton.  He  enjoys  the  blessings  of  a  "green 
old  age,"  health  and  activity. — Nexu  Bedford  Mercury. 

In  an  appeal  to  the  city  of  Boston  for  aid  to  the  sufferers 
by  the  late  gales  at  Truro,  the  selectmen  say  : 

"  The  dreadful  efi'ccts  of  the  late  gale  on  the  shores  of 
Cape  Cod,  are  in  general  well  known,  'i'he  loss  of  property 
in  this  town  is  wiihout  a  parallel  in  its  former  history,  and 
the  loss  of  human  life  is  iruly  appalling.  Forty  seven  of 
our  townsmen  have  been  swallowed  up  in  the  mightly  deep, 
or  cast  lifeless  upon  our  shores,  leaving,  almost  in  a  single 
neighborhood,  tweniy-one  widows,  and  thirty-nine  fatherless 
children,  many  of  whom  are  left  in  want  of  the  most  common 
necessaries  of  life — food,  clothing  and  fuel." 


Great  Speed. 

The  splendid  steamboat  South  America,  Captain  Brainard, 
a  few  evenings  since,  ran  from  this  city  to  Hudson,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  miles,  in  six  hours  and 
nineteen  minutes,  making  all  lier  regular  landings.  This  is 
a  ."^horter  time  than  it  was  ever  performed  in  before.  The 
running  must  have  been  at  the  rale  of  more  than  21  miles 
per  hour. 
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BANK  DIVIDEiNDS  I>:  BOSTON. 


[NOVEKDEP, 


Ilemarks. 

It  thus  appears  from  the  foregoing  tables,  thnt  the  aggregate 
amount  of  interest  lost  to  stockholders  during  the  last  lU 
years,  in  15  banks,  has  heen  $677,675,  or  a  little  more  than 

7  per  cent,  on  the  aggregate  capital  of  ^06,760,000  ;  that  in 
2  hanks  there  has  been  no  loss;  and  that  in  the  remaining 

8  banks,  the  dividends  have  exceeded  the  interest  by  the 
sum  of  §370,500,  or  a  little  more  than  $6  70  per  cent,  on 
the  aggregate  capital  of  $55,'250,000.  This  gain  reduces 
the  nett  loss  to  $307,175,  which  is  nearly  2  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  aggregate  capital  of  $1 57, 760,00U.  This  loss  of  in- 
terest is  nearly  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  amount  of  dividends  re- 
ceived on  the  whole  capital  during  the  10  years. 

It  may  be  observed  here,  that,  in  addition  to  the  dividends 
abovementioned,  the  Suffolk  Hank  gave  to  stockholders  a 
bonus  of  33  J  per  cent,  of  its  capital,  amounting  to  ?250,000 
of  its  reserved  profits,  on  occ:ision  of  an  increase  of  its  capi- 
tal to  $1,000,000  in  18.39.  If  we  regard  this  sum  as  a  divi- 
dend, it  would  reduce  the  loss  of  interest  on  all  the  banks 
from  ?o07,175  to  §57,17-5,  which  is  only  .37  1907-7888  of 
1  per  cent,  in  1 0  years,  and  indicates  that  the  dividends  have 
averaged  6  per  cent,  per  annum  during  these  ten  years,  on 
1)9.39  14129-23C64  percent,  of  the  whole  amoui'it  of  the 
capital  stock  of  all  these  25  banks. 

We  may  suppose  that  about  half  of  the  banks,  with  about 
half  of  the  capital,  have  been  carefully  managed,  and  have 
inet  with  good  luck.     The  other  half  we  apprehend  have 


not  been  watched  over  with  that  care  which  stockholders 
had  a  right  to  expect.  In  reppect  to  loss  of  interest,  little 
apology  is  to  be  derived  from  what  are  called  the  times,  for 
the  times,  so  called,  are  very  much  the  creation  of  the  care- 
less management  of  the  banks.  Had  all  of  them  been  pro- 
perly managed,  very  few  of  them  would  probably  have  failed 
to  have  divided  6  per  cent,  per  annum  with  entire  capital. 

We  have  said  nothing  of  the  depreciation  in  the  market 
of  a  large  portion  of  the  stock,  part  of  which  has  arisen  from 
actual  loss  of  capital,  and  a  part  from  a  distrust  of  this  kind 
of  investment,  on  account  of  past  abuses,  and  from  a  prefer- 
ence, on  account  of  supposed  greater  security,  for  other  in- 
vest.ments,  particularly  railroad  stocks.  Ten  years  ago,  the 
market  price,  we  presume,  of  all  these  banks  then  in  opera- 
tion, was  considerably  above  par,  and  the  stock  was  sought 
with  avidity  by  those  who  had  money  to  invest,  and  with 
full  confidence  that  it  would  pay  6  per  cent,  per  annum  with 
entire  capital,  and  that  it  would  at  any  time  command  the 
price  paid  for  it,  with  little  or  no  loss,  whenever  the  holder 
should  wish  to  convert  it  into  cash.  This  would  probably 
have  been  the  case  down  to  the  present  time,  had  these  in- 
stitutions been  managed  with  that  care  which  a  prudent  man 
would  have  exercised  in  his  own  concerns.  The  idea  of 
safety  to  the  principal  with  interest,  is  the  most  important 
consideration  with  those  who  have  funds  to  invest  for  them- 
selves or  for  others ;  and  if  there  was  a  confidence  of  such 
safety  in  these  institutions,  the  stock  would  readily  command 
its  value  in  the  market. — Boston  Mercantile  JoitrnaL 


Comparative  Tle'%¥S  of  llie  Ceasus  of  1S40. 

Proliortion  of  the  Sexes. 

On  pnges  232,  &:c.  we  published  the  general  results  of  the  Census  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the  population. 
We  arc  not  yet  in  possession  of  any  further  documents  on  this  interesting  subject.  In  the  present  number  we  commence 
some  comparative  views  founded  on  the  tables  already  published,  which  we  propose  to  continue  as  we  have  leisure  to  pre- 
pare them — they  require  much  time  and  labor. 

TASLE  1. 


J\'eio  England  States 


Maine. ........ 

New  Hamp.shire 
Massachusetts . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
Connecticut. . . . 

Vermont 


Males. 


253,709 
139,252 
365,333 
52,776 
152,199 
146,742 


Females. 


Total. 


248,084 
145,322 
372,366 
55,054 
157,779 
145,206 


501,793 
284,574 
737,699 
108,830 
309,978 
291,948 


1,110,011     1,124,811    2,234,822 
Proportii"'!!  100  males  to  101.33  females. 


New  Yoik.  . 
New  .Jersey. . 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware  . . . . 


Middle  States, 
1,231,166 
188,138 
867,557 
39,256 


1,197,755 

185,168 

856,476 

38,829 


3,428,921 

373,306 

1,724,033 

78,085 


,2,326,117    2,278,228    4,604,345 
Proportion  100  males  to  97.90  females. 


Southern  States. 


Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana. 

District  of  Columbia. 
Florida ............. 


233,708 

235,464 

469,232 

623,702 

016,095 

1,239,797 

374,820 

378,.599 

753,419 

293,038 

301,360 

594,398 

351,243 

340,149 

691,392 

305,082 

285,674 

590,756 

'  195,974 

179,677 

375.651 

187,802 

164,609 

352,411 

20,333 

23,379  '■ 

43,712 

29,892 

24,535  1 

54,477 

2,615,654 

2,549,591  ! 

5,1 6.5,245 

Proportion  100  males  to  97.51  females. 


Westerji  States. 


Ohio 

Kentucky. 
Tennessee 
Indiana. . . 
Illinois  . . . 
Michigan  . 
Missouri. . 
Arkansas  . 
Wisconsin 
Iowa 


Males. 


784,102 

400,088 

419,707 

356,505 

257,279 

113,788 

203,095 

52,578 

18,862 

24,355 


Females. 


735,365 

379,740 

409,503 

329,361 

218,904 

98,479 

180,607 

44,996 

12,083 

18,757 


2,630,359  I  2,427,795 


Total. 


1,519,4(57 

779,828 

829,210 

685,866 

476,183 

212,267 

383,702 

97,574 

30,945 

43,112 


5,058,154 ! 


Proportion  100  males  to  92.29  females. 
Slave-, 


-holding  States. 


Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

liOuisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky  

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Florida 

District  of  Columbia . 


233,768 

623,702 

374,820 

293,038 

351,243 

305,082 

195,974 

187,802 

419,707 

400,088 

203,095 

52,578 

29,892 

20,333 


235,464 

616,095 

378,599 

301,360 

340,149 

285,674 

179,677 

164,609 

409,503 

379,740 

180,607 

44,996 

24,585 

33,379 


469,232 

1,239,797 

753,419 

594,398 

691,392 

590,756 

375,651 

352,411 

829,210 

779,828 

383,702 

97,574 

54,477 

43,712 


I  3,691,122  3,564,437  7,255,559 
Proportion  100  males  to  96.56  females. 


Sil.] 
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Table  II, — Proportion  of  Males  to  Females  in  the  luJiole  population  in  each  State. 


STATES, 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusett3 

Rhode  Island I 

Connecticut 

Vermont | 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania « , 

Delaware I 

Maryland 

Virginia I 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina i 

Georgia | 

Alabama j 

Mississippi | 

Louisiana j 

Tennessee [ 

Kentucky 

Ohio i 

Indiana ! 

Illinois i 

Missouri i 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

Florida  Territory 

Wisconsin  Territory 

Iowa  Territory 

District  of  Columbia 


Males. 


253,709 

139,252 

365,333 

52,776 

152,199 

146,742 

1,231,166 

188,138 

867,557 

39,256 

233,768 

623,702 

374,820 

293,038 

351,243 

305,082 

195,974 

187,802 

419,707 

400,088 

784,102 

356,505 

257,279 

203,095 

52,578 

113,788 

29,892 

18,862 

24,355 

20,333 


8,682,141 


Females. 


248,084 

145,322 

372,360 

56,054 

157,779 

145,206 

1,197,755 

185,168 

856,476 

38,829 

235,464 

616,095 

378,599 

301,360 

340,U9 

285,674 

179,677 

164,609 

409,503 

379,740 

735,365 

329,361 

218,904 

180,607 

44,996 

98,479 

24,585 

12,083 

18,757 

23,379 


Excess  of 
males. 

5,625 


1,536 
33,411 

2,970 

11,081 

427 


7,607 


11,094 

19.408 

16,297 

2.3,193 

10,204 

20,348 

48,737 

27,144 

38,375 

22,488 

7,582 

15,309 

5.307 

6.779 

5,598 


Excess  of 
females. 


0,070 
7,033 
3,278 
5,580 


1,696 

3,779 
8,323 


No.  oi  males 
to  females. 


3,046 


8,380,425 


340,520       i       38,804 


100  to  97.78 

104.36 

101.92 

106.20 

103.66 

94.86 

97.28 

98.42 

98.72 

98.91 

100.72 

98.78 

101.01 

102.84 

96.87 

93.64 

91.68 

87.65 

97.56 

94.91 

93.78 

92.38 

85.08 

88.92 

85.57 

86.52 

82.24 

64.05 

77.01 

114.98 

100  to  96. 5T 


Tabic  III. — Proportion  of  J\fales  to  Females  in  the  white  population  of  each  State  and  Territory/. 


STATES. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Ohio , 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Arkansas , 

Michigan , 

Florida  Territory  . . . . 
Wisconsin  Territory  . 

Iowa  Territory 

District  of  Columbia. 


Males. 


252,989 

139,004 

360,679 

51,362 

148,300 

146,378 

1,207,357 

177,055 

844,770 

29,259 

158,036 

371,213 

240,047 

130,496 

210,534 

176,692 

97,256 

89,747 

325,434 

305,323 

775,360 

352,773 

255,235 

173,470 

42,211 

113,395 

16,456 

18,757 

24,256 

14,822 


Females. 


247,449 

145,032 

368,351 

54,225 

153,556 

144,840 

1,171,533 

174,533 

831,345 

29,302 

169,081 

369,645 

244,823 

128,.588 

197.161 

158,493 

81,818 

6H,710 

315,193 

284.930 

726,762 

325,925 

217,019 

150,418 

34,963 

98,165 

11,487 

11.992 

18,068 

15,835 


7,249,i6fi  I   6,939,842 


E.xcess  of 
males. 


5,540 


1,538 
35,824 

2,522 
13,425 


1,663 

1,908 
13,373 

18,199 

15,438 

21,037 

10,241 

20,393 

48,598 

26,848 

38,216 

2.3,052 

7,248 

15,230 

4,969 

6,765 

5,588 


Excess  of     I  No.  of  males 
females.  to  females. 


337,520 


6,028 
7,672 

2,803 
5,356 


43 

445 

4,776 


1,013 


28,096 


100  to  97.89 

104.34 

102.12 

105.57 

103.54 

98.95 

97.03 

93.57 

98 

100 


41 
14 


100.28 
90.58 

101.99 
98.53 
93.65 
89.70 
84.12 
76.55 
96.85 
93.32 
93.73 
92.39 
85.02 
86.71 
82.82 
86.56 
09.80 
63.93 
76.96 

106.83 


100  to  95.73 
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TaljSc  IV. — Proportion  of  Males  and  Females  in  the  iwhole  Colored  pofmlation  in  each  State. 


STATES. 

Males. 

1 

Females. 

Excess  of 

Excess  of 

Ratio  of  males 

720 

I 

males. 

females 

to  females. 

Maine                .              .              -             - 

635 

85 

•  •  •   . 

100  to    88.19 

New  Hampshire    -             -             - 

218 

290 

.... 

42 

116.93 

Massachusetts  -             -             -             - 

4,654 

4,015 

639 

•  «  •  • 

86.27 

Rhode  Island           ... 

1,414 

1,829 

•    .    e    ■ 

415 

129.31 

Connecticut     .             -             -             - 

3,899 

4,223 

.... 

324 

109.08 

Vermont    -             -             -             - 

364 

366 

•    *    o    ' 

2 

100.55 

New  York       - 

23,809 

26,222 

.... 

2,413 

110.13 

New  Jersey 

11,083 

10,635 

448 

.... 

95.90 

Pennsylvania  -             -             - 

22,787 

25,131 

.... 

2,344 

110.28 

Delaware  -             -             -             - 

9,997 

9,527 

470 

.... 

95.03 

Maryland          -              .             .            _- 

75,132 

76,383 

1,251 

101.66 

Virginia     -             -             -             - 

252,489 

246,450 

6,039 

.... 

97.60 

North  Carolina             ... 

134,773 

133,776 

997 

.... 

99.29 

South  Carolina       .             -             - 

162,542 

172,772 

.... 

10,230 

106.29 

Georgia             .             .             .             - 

140,709 

142,988 

.... 

2,279 

101.62 

Alabama    -              -              -              - 

128,390 

127,181 

1,209 

.... 

99.06 

Mississippi        .             .             -             - 

98,718 

97,859 

859 

.... 

99.13 

Louisiana  -              -             -             - 

98,055 

95,899 

2,156 

.... 

97.80 

Tennessee        .... 

94,273 

94,310 

37 

100.(4 

Kentucky  -             -             -             - 

94,765 

94,810 

.... 

4^ 

100.04 

Ohio    -             -             -             -             - 

8,742 

8,603 

139 

.   .  •  . 

98.41 

Indiana      .              -             .             - 

3,733 

3,4.16 

296 

.      .      .      B 

92.07 

Illinois              .... 

2,044 

1,885 

159 

.... 

92.22 

Missouri    .             -             -             . 

29,625 

30,189 

.... 

664 

101.94 

Arkansas          .             .              .              - 

10,367 

10,033 

334 

.... 

96.78 

Michigan  .             -             -             - 

393 

314 

79 

.... 

79.89 

Florida  Territory           ... 

13,436 

13,098 

338 

.... 

97.48 

Wisconsin  Territory 

105 

91 

14 

.... 

86.66 

Iowa  Territory               ... 

99 

89 

10 

.... 

89.88 

District  of  Columbia 

5,511 

7,544 
1,440,583 

.... 

2,033 

136.89 

1 

1,432,875 

14,271 

21,979 

100  to  100.53 

Xatot©  V. — Proportion  of  Jilales  to  Females  in  the  Free  Colored  population  of  each  State  and  Territory. 


STATES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess  of 

Excess  of 

Ratio  of  males 

males. 

females. 

to  females. 

Maine  -             -            •             -             - 

720 

635 

85 

100  to    88.19 

New  Hampshire     -             -             - 

248 

289 

41 

116.53 

Massachuseits  -             -             -             . 

4,654 

4,015 

639 

.... 

86.26 

Rhode  Island 

1,413 

1,825 

412 

129.16 

Connecticut     -            .            -            . 

3,891 

4,214 

•  •  •  • 

323 

108.30 

Vermont    -             -             -             = 

364 

366 

a    *     .     D 

2 

100.55 

New  York        =             =             -             . 

23,809 

26,218 

.... 

2,409 

110.12 

f'J'ew  Jersey             .             .              „ 

10,780 

10,264 

516 

«... 

95.11 

Pennaylvania  -             -             -             - 

22,752 

25,102 

0    o     «    * 

2,350 

110.32 

Delaware  -              -             -             . 

8,626 

8,293 

333 

.... 

96.13 

Maryland          ..... 

29,173 

32,847 

3,674 

112.58 

Virginia     .             -             =             . 

23,828 

26,024 

.... 

2,196 

109.11 

North  Carolina              ... 

11,227 

11,505 

e    •    •    ' 

278 

102.47 

South  Carolina       ... 

3,864 

4,412 

DISS 

548 

114.18 

Georgia             .... 

1,374 

1,379 

.     •      •      . 

5 

100.36 

Alabama    -             .             -             . 

1,030 

1,009 

21 

.... 

97.96 

Mississippi       .... 

715 

651 

64 

.... 

91.05 

Louisiana  -             .             -             - 

11,526 

13,976 

«... 

2,450 

121.27 

Tennessee        .... 

2,796 

2,728 

68 

.  •   .   . 

97.76 

Kentucky  -             •             -             - 

3,761 

3,556 

205 

•   .   .   . 

94.55 

Ohio    ..... 

8,740 

8,602 

138 

•  •   .   . 

98.42 

Indiana      .             .             -             . 

3,731 

3,434 

297 

92.03 

Illinois              .... 

1,876 

1,722 

154 

■   •  •   • 

91.79 

Missouri    .              =              -             . 

883 

691 

192 

•   •   .   . 

78.25 

Arkan.^aa          -              -             -             . 

248 

217 

31 

•   •  •  • 

87.46 

Michigan  -              .             -             - 

393 

314 

79 

•  •  •  • 

79.89 

1  Florida  Territory          ... 

398 

419 

21 

105.27 

Wisconsin              ... 

101 

84 

17 



83.15 

lovya  Territory              ... 

93 

79 

14 

84.94 

District  of  Columbia 

3,453 

4,908 

.... 

1,455 

142.14 

186,467 

199,778 

2,853 

16,164 

100  to  107.13 

i 


1841.] 
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Table  VI. — Proportion  of  Males  to  Females  in  the  Slav3  population  of  each  State  and  Territory/. 


STATES. 

Males. 

Females. 

Excess  of 

Excess  of 

Ratio  of  males 

males. 

females. 

to  females. 

Maine 

•  •  •  • 

New  Hampshire     -             •             . 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Massachusetts  -              -              -             - 

■  •  •  • 

•   •   •    • 

•   •   •  • 

Rhode  Island          ... 

1 

4 

3 

100  to  400 

Connecticut     .... 

8 

9 

1 

112.50 

Vermont    .             .             .             - 

•  •  •  • 



•  •  •  • 

New  York       -             -             -      '       - 

•   •   •  . 

4 

4 

New  Jersey             ... 

303 

371 

68 

122.44 

Pennsylvania  .... 

35 

29 

6 

•  •  •  • 

82.86 

Delaware  .             .             -              - 

1,371 

1,234 

137 

•  •  ■  ■ 

90.01 

Maryland         .... 

45,959 

43,536 

2,423 

•  •  •  . 

94.73 

Virginia     .... 

228,661 

220,426 

8,235 

96.39 

North  Carolina 

123,546 

122,271 

1,275 

«  •  ■  ■ 

98.96 

South  Carolina       ... 

158,678 

168,360 

■   •    ■    ■ 

9,682 

106.10 

Georgia             .... 

139,335 

141,600 

•   •   •   • 

2,274 

101.63 

Alabama    .             .              .              - 

127,360 

126,172 

1,188 

99.06 

Mississippi         .             .             .             . 

98,003 

97,208 

795 

•  •   •   • 

99.19 

Louisiana  -             -             -             - 

86,529 

81,923 

4,606 

•   ■   •   • 

94.67 

Tennessee        .... 

91,477 

91,582 

•  •    •   • 

105 

100.11 

Kentuciiy  -             -             .             . 

91,004 

91,254 

■   t   >   • 

250 

100.27 

Ohio    ..... 

2 

1 

1 

•   •   •  • 

50 

Indiana      .             .             .             - 

1 

2 

•  •  •   • 

1 

200 

Illinois             .             .             .             - 

168 

163 

5 

•  •   •  • 

97.02 

Missouri    -             .             -             - 

28,742 

29,498 

■   •    •   • 

756 

102.63 

Arkansas         .             .             .             - 

10,119 

9,816 

303 

•   •   •   • 

96.90 

Michigan  -             -             -             - 

•  •   ■   • 

.  •  .  . 

•  •  •  . 

•  •  •   ■ 

Florida  Territory 

13,038 

12,679 

969 

•  •  •  • 

97.24 

Wisconsin  Territory 

4 

7 

.... 

3 

176.25 

Iowa  Territory 

6 

10 

.  ■  •  ■ 

4 

166.66 

District  of  Columbia 

2,058 

2,636 

.... 

578 

128.08 

1,246,408 

1,240,805 

19,933 

13,730 

100  to  99.55 

Table  VSI. — Summary  of  the  preceding  tables,  sho-wing  the  relative  proportions  of  Males  and  Females  in  the 

different  classes  of  population  in  each  State. 


STATES. 

Whole 

White 

Whole  colored 

Free  colored 

Slave 

population. 

population. 

population. 

population. 

population. 

Maine .            .            -            -            - 

100  to  97.78 

100  to  97.89 

100  to  88. 19 

100  to  88.19 

New  Hampshire     .             -             - 

104.36 

104.34 

116.93 

116.53 

Massachusetts  .              -             -              . 

101.92 

102.12 

86.27 

86.26 

Rhode  Island 

106.20 

105.57 

129.31 

129.16 

100  to  400 

Connecticut     -             -             -             - 

103.66 

103.54 

109.08 

108.30 

112.50 

Vermont    .             -             -             - 

94.86 

98.95 

100.55 

100.55 

New  York        .... 

97.28 

97.03 

110.13 

110.12 

' 

New  Jersey             ... 

98.42 

98.57 

95.90 

95.11 

122.44 

Pennsylvania  -             -             -             . 

98.72 

98.41 

110.28 

110.32 

82.86 

Delaware  -              -              -              - 

98.91 

100.14 

95.03 

96.13 

90.01 

Maryland         .... 

100.72 

100.28 

101.66 

112.53 

94.73 

Virginia     .... 

98.78 

99.58 

97.60 

109.11 

96.39 

North  Carolina             ... 

101.01 

101.99 

99.29 

102.47 

98.96 

South  Carolina       ... 

102.84 

98.53 

106.29 

114.18 

106.10 

Georgia            .... 

96.87 

93.65 

101.62 

100.36 

101.63 

Alabama     -             .             .             - 

93.64 

89.70 

99.06 

97.96 

99.06 

Mississippi        .... 

91.68 

84.12 

99.13 

91.05 

99.19 

Louisiana  .             -             .             - 

87.65 

76.55 

97.80 

121.27 

94.67 

Tennessee        .... 

97.56 

96.85 

99.52 

97.76 

100.11 

Kentucky  -             .             -             - 

94.91 

93.32 

100.04 

94.55 

100.27 

Ohio    ..... 

93.78 

93.73 

98.41 

98.42 

50. 

Indiana      -             -             -             . 

92.38 

92.39 

92.07 

92.03 

200. 

Illinois              .... 

85.08 

85.02 

92.22 

91.79 

97.02 

Missouri    .             .             •             . 

88.92 

86.71 

101.94 

78.25 

102.63 

Arkansas          .... 

85.57 

82.82 

96.78 

87.46 

96.90 

Michigan  .... 

86.52 

86.56 

79.89 

79.89 

Florida  Territory 

82.24 

69.80 

97.48 

105.27 

97.24 

Wisconsin               ... 

64.05 

63.93 

86.66 

83.15 

176.25 

Iowa  Territory               ... 

77.01 

76.96 

89.88 

84.94  ' 

166.66 

District  of  Columbia 

114.98 
100  to  96.. 52 

106.83 

136.89 
lOOto 100.53 

142.14 

128.08 

Average       .... 

100  to  95.73 

10nfol07.13 

100  to  99.55 
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COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  THE  CExXSUri  OF  1840. 
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The  preceding  tables  furnish  comparative  views  of  the 
population,  v?ith  regard  to  the  proportion  of  the  sexes  and 
their  distribution  throughout  the  United  States,  agreeably 
to  the  census  of  1840 — derived  from  the  aggregate,  publish- 
ed in  detail  on  pages  23?,  &c.  of  the  present  Vol. 
The  whole  population  of  the  United  States,  is  17,062,566 
In  the  Navy 6,100 

17,068,666 

In  the  following  calculations  we  shall  exclude  the  Navy, 
as  no  details  are  given  respecting  them. 

The  remaining  population,  viz:  17,062,566,  is  divided 
into  Males.  Females. 

Whites 7,249,266  6,939,842 

Free  colored 1 86,467  1 99,773 

Slaves 1,246,408  1,240,805 

Males 8,682,141  Females.  8,380,435 

The  proportion  of  males  to  females,  taking  the  whole 
population  is  therefore  100  to  96.52.  These  proportions, 
as  is  seen  in  the  tables  varies  in  different  States,  and  in  the 
various  classes. 

Table  I — Shows  a  sectional  view  of  their  distribution, 
among  the  New  England,  Middle,  Southern,  Western  and 
the  slave-holding  States,  from  which  it  appears  there  are  in 
the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut  and  Vermont,  1,110,011  males,  1,124,- 
811  females;  total,  2,234,822,  being  in  the  proportion  of 
100  males  to  101.33  females.  In  all  these  States  (with 
the  exception  of  Maine  and  Vermont,)  the  females  are  in 
excess.     Total  excess,  14,800. 

In  the  Middle  States  viz  :  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Delaware,  there  are  2,326,117  males,  2,278,- 
228  females ;  total,  4,604,345— or  in  proportion  of  100 
males  to  97.90  females.  In  all  these  States  the  males  are 
in  excess  viz  :  47,889. 

In  the  Southern  States  viz:  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  District  of  Columbia  and  Florida,  the  males 
are  in  excess,  there  being  2,615,654  males  and  2,549,591 
females;  total,  5,165,245— or  in  the  proportion  of  100  males 
to  97.51  females.     Excess  of  males,  66,063. 

In  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  District 
of  Columbia,  however,  the  females  are  in  excess. 

In  the  Western  States  viz :  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Wisconsin 
Territory,  and  Iowa,  the  males  are  also  in  excess— there  be- 
ing 2,630,359  males  to  2,427,795  females,  or  100  males  to 
92.29  females ;  total,  5,058,154.  Excess  of  males,  202,564. 

In  the  Slave-holding  States  viz:  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Florida  Territory,  and  District  of  Columbia ;  there  is  an 
excess  of  126,685  males.  The  total  in  these  States  7,255,- 
559,  viz:  3,691,122  males  and  3,564,437  females.  In 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  District 
of  Columbia,  the  females  are  in  excess.  The  proportion  of 
males  to  females  is  100  to  96,56. 

Tablb  II— Presents  the  number  and  proportions  in  the 


different  States,  and  the  excesses  of  males  and  females  of  the 
whole  population — from  which  it  appears  that  the  District 
of  Columbia,  furnishes  tho  largest  proportion  of  females  viz  : 
114.98  to  lOO  males,  and  Wisconsin  Territory  the  smallest 
viz.  64.05  to  100.  In  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Khode  Island,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina  and  District  of  Columbia,  there  is  an 
excess  of  38,804  females.  The  excess  of  males  in  the  United 
States  is  301,716.  The  newer  States,  have,  generally,  the 
smallest  proportion  of  females,  and  the  New  England  States 
the  largest,  caused,  probably,  by  immigration. 

Table  III — Exhibits  the  proportions  among  the  white 
population  exclusively — it  amounts  to  7,249,266  males  and 
6,939,842  females  ;  being  an  excess  of  males  of  309,424  ; 
proportion  of  males  to  females  100  to  95.73,  being  less  than 
the  average  proportion  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
States. 

Table  IV — Exhibits  the  proportions  of  the  rvhole  colored 
population,  which  amounts  to  2,873,458  ;  or  males  1,432,- 
875,  females  1,440,583;  or  in  the  proportion  of  100  males 
to  100.53  females;  being  considerably  above  the  average  of 
the  white  population,  which,  as  we  have  shown,  was  100  to 
96.52.  The  excess  of  females  is  7,708.  The  District  of 
Columbiafurnishes  the  largest  proportion,  viz;  136.89  females 
to  100  males.  Rhode  Island  gives  129.31,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire 116.93.     Michigan  has  the  smallest  proportion  97.48. 

Table  V — Shows  the  proportions  of  the  free  colored 
population,  which  amounts  to  386,245;  or  males  186,467, 
females  199,778,  or  in  the  proportion  of  100  males  to  107.13 
females,  being  much  greater  than  the  average  of  the  whole 
colored  population.  The  excess  of  females  is  13,311.  In 
the  District  of  Columbia  is  the  large  proportion  of  142.14 
females  to  100  males.  In  New  Hampshire  and  Louisiana 
the  proportion  is  also  large.  The  smallest  proportion  is  in 
Michigan. 

Table  VI — Furnishes  a  view  of  the  slave  population, 
from  which  it  appears  the  slaves  number  1,246,408  males, 
and  1,240,805  females.  Total  2,487,213.  The  proportion  is 
100  males  to  99.55  females,  being  very  nearly  the  average  of 
the  whole  colored  population,  agreeably  to  Table  IV,  though 
considerably  less  than  that  of  the  free  colored,  which  is 
107.13,  yet  greater  than  the  average  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  excess  of  males  is  5,603. — 
In  South  Carolina  there  is  the  large  excess  of  9,682  females, 
or  106.10  to  100  males,  while  in  Virginia  there  is  an  excess 
of  males  of  8,235,  or  100  to  96.39.  How  is  this  difference 
in  the  slave  population,  to  be  accounted  for,  in  these  two 
States  1  and  yet  the  average  of  the  whole  number  of  male 
and  female  slaves  so  nearly  equal  !  and  why  the  difference 
between  the  slave  population  and  the  free  colored,  as  in  the 
former  100  males  to  99.55  females,  and  in  the  latter  100  to 
107.13  ?  are  there  really  more  females  born  among  the  free, 
than  among  the  slaves  ?  or  is  the  mortality  greater  among 
the  free  colored  males,  than  among  the  male  slaves  1  Cpon 
inquiring  of  a  free  colored  man,  as  to  the  fact  of  the  large 
proportion  of  females,  he  thought  there  ~,vere  more  females 
than  males  among  the  free  colored  people  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  gave  as  an  instance  his  own  family,  which,  out  of  1 1 
children  furnished  only  2  males. 

Tauls  VII — Is  a  summary  view  of  the  proportions  of  the 
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Bexes  in  the  different  classes  as  collected  from  the  preceding 
Tables — which  gives  at  one  view  all  tiie  proportions  in  the 
different  States  and  the  following  results  : 

Proportion  in  the  whole  popnlation       100  to    96.52 

"      white  '•  "    (0    95.73 

"  "      colored  "  "    to  1C0.53 

"  "      free  "  •'  «    to  107.13 

"  "      slave  "  "    to    99.55 

In  future  numbers,  as  we  tind  leisure  to  prepare  them, 

our  comparative  views  will  be  continued. 


Dc.itU  of  Bishop  Moore. 

For  a  week  past,  has  this  community,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  been  kept  in  a  state  of  anxiety 
in  consequence  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  the  Right  Rev. 
Richard  Channing  Moore,  (Bishop  of  the  Episcojial  Diocese,) 
in  Lynchburg,  where  he  had  gone  to  discharge  a  service 
connected  with  his  ministerial  station.  This  anxiety  was 
merged  into  deep  distress  on  Saturday  evening,  by  the  infor- 
mation of  his  death,  which  took  place  on  Friday  morning, 
the  12th  inst.,  in  Lynchburg.  His  remains  were  brought 
in  the  boat  that  conveyed  intelligence  of  his  demise.  This 
event  has  sorely  afflicted  his  Church — the  loss  of  so  good, 
so  venerable  a  minister,  may  well  bear  heavily  upon  its 
members  ;  but  the  dispensation  which  so  afflicts  them,  im- 
parts sorrow  throughout  this  community  ;  for  every  body  re- 
garded this  aged  man  of  God  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of 
veneration  and  attachment.  For  more  than  fifty  years  has 
he  filled  the  station  of  a  minister  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  no  prelate  ever  engrossed  a  greater  share  of  the  love  of 
those  whose  spiritual  welfare  he  had  in  charge.  In  his  inter- 
course with  our  citizens,  his  simplicity,  his  bland  and  gentle 
manner,  his  kind-heartedness  and  the  unafTected  dignity  of 
his  deportment,  commanded  the  respect  and  love  of  all.  No 
one  could  see  the  aged  Bishop  moving  along  our  streets  with 
his  old  fashioned  and  becoming  dress,  his  silvery  locks  stream- 
ing o'er  his  shoulders,  and  his  countenance  beaming  with 
the  peace  and  love  that  dwelt  in  his  heart,  without  doing  him 
involuntary  homage.  There  was  a  harmony  in  his  charac- 
ter, a  beauty  in  his  life,  which  gave  him  great  influence  and 
made  him  beloved.  What  citizen  is  not  pained  at  the  re- 
flection that  he  will  no  more  see  this  good  man  in  our  streets, 
that  he  will  not  again  see  him  adorning  with  meek  and  un- 
affected grace  the  sacred  desk,  or  hear  from  his  lips  precepts 
of  virtue  and  lessons  of  truth  and  wisdom  ] 

With  peculiar  propriety  may  we  say  of  him,  that  he  died 
"  full  of  years  and  full  of  honors."  At  a  ripe  old  age,  after 
a  long  term  of  service,  which  was  faithfully  discharged,  has 
he  been  taken  away  from  his  flock  and  the  community  that 
loved  him,  to  rest  in  the  bosom  of  his  God.  W^hen  reflect- 
ing upon  his  death  how  appropriately  may  we  exclaim,  "Oh! 
that  I  may  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  may  my  last 
end  be  like  his." 

Though  at  a  distance  from  the  bosom  of  his  fond  family 
circle,  news  of  his  illness  came  in  sufficient  time  to  enable 
some  of  its  members,  and  among  them  a  devoted  daughter, 
to  be  present  in  his  dying  moments,  to  soften  with  their 
tender  ministrations,  the  pangs  of  death.  In  keeping  with 
the  gentleness  of  his  life,  he  sunk  into  the  grave  quietly  and 
calm,  as  a  child  going  to  sleep. 

The  funeral  took  place  yesterday  from  the  Monumental 
Church,  the  same  in  which  the  deceased  had  so  long  offi- 
ciated. The  crowded  assemblage  present  and  the  long  train 
of  citizens  which  followed  the  remains  to  their  last  earthly 
tenement,  (in  the  new  city  cemetery,)  showed  the  deep  at- 
tachment and  veneration  entertained  for  the  deceased. 

In  token  of  respect  for  the  venerated  dead,  the  capitol  bell 
was  tolled  yesterday  forenoon. 

Richmond  CompUer, 

Commerce  of  Boston* 

In  one  day,  the  week  before  last,  there  were  «t  that  port 
forty-two  foreign  clearances,  and  tever.ty-foui'  arrivaU. 


The  first  SteamT>oat  on  liong  Island  Sounil. 

From  an  article  in  the  New  York  Express,  entitled  "New 
York  Thirty  Years  Ago,"  we  extract  the  following  interest- 
ing notice  of  Captain  Bunker,  the  commander  of  the  first 
steamboat  on  the  Sound. 

August  14th,  181J8.— Captain  Elihu  S.  Bunker  advertised 
to  run  his  beautiful  packet  sloop  between  this  city  and  Hud- 
son. This  was  the  first  packet  ever  run  on  the  river,  and  as 
an  inducement  to  travellers,  it  was  announced  that  beds  and 
bedding  were  provided.  Previous  to  this,  passengers  were 
required  to  provide  these  necessary  articles  of  comfort.  A 
person  leaving  Albany  was  required  to  provide  his  own  beds, 
and  the  voyage  altogether  was  one  of  no  small  undertaking. 
Three  and  even  six  days  was  not  an  uncommon  passage. — 
Captain  B  unker's  Line,  for  there  were  no  steamboats  in  those 
days,  became  exceedingly  popular.  Persons  resorted  here 
from  the  east  and  the  south,  to  take  this  conveyance  to  tho 
Springs.  Captain  Bunker  was  eminently  successful  with 
his  packet.  Fulton,  however,  soon  after  succeeded  with  his 
first  boat,  and  packets  could  not  compete  with  them.  Cap- 
tain Bunker,  then  popular,  turned  his  attention  to  steam- 
boats, and  after  running  on  the  North  River  for  a  length  of 
time,  formed  the  plan  of  building  a  steamboat  to  navigate  the 
Sound, — this  was  considered  a  wild  and  visionary  scheme. 
Bunker,  however,  persevered,  and  engaged  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  the  scheme.  The  late  distinguished  members 
of  the  Bar,  Caldwell  and  Emmet,  both  engaged  in  the  enter- 
prise. 

In  1 8 1 2,  if  our  recollection  serves  us,  the  keel  of  the  steam- 
boat Fulton  was  laid  down,  under  the  direction  of  Bunker, 
by  Adam  &  Noah  Brown,  then  the  most  skilful  ship-build- 
ers of  the  day.  The  frame  of  this  boat,  that  was  destined  to 
run  between  this  city  and  New  Haven,  was  got  out,  and  as 
it  lay  in  the  yard  a  number  of  the  most  distinguished  ship 
masters  were  invited  to  inspect  it.  After  a  thorough  exami- 
nation, it  was  determined  that  it  was  of  great  strength,  and 
that,  in  calm  lueatJier,  the  boat  might  navigate  the  Sound, 
but  in  storms  it  would  be  impossible.  Bunker,  however, 
persevered,  and  as  soon  as  the  boat  was  finished  commenced 
running  and  continued  with  great  success.  The  charm  of 
navigating  steamboats  at  seain  winter  storms  and  gales,  was 
broken  by  this  persevering  ship  master.  For  nearly  thirty 
years,  Bunker  ran  his  boats  on  the  Sound,  running  to  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island.  During  that  period  he  built  the 
steamers  Fulton,  Connecticut,  Benjamin  Franklin,  President 
and  we  believe  one  or  two  others,  all  of  which  were  run 
under  his  management  through  the  Sound,  winter  and  sum- 
mer, without  even  meeting  with  an  accident,  and  it  is  due 
to  Captain  Bunker  to  say,  that,  owing  to  his  skill,  experience 
and  caution,  no  passenger  ever  suffered  the  loss  of  life  or 
limb.  This  worthy  man  is  now  retired  from  active  life,  but 
is  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  inspectors  under  the  United  States  to  examine  steam- 
boats. A  more  suitable  person  could  not  be  selected,  nor 
one  in  whom  the  public  have  a  more  implicit  confidence. 


A  Veteran. 


Died  in  Union  township,  Licking  county,  Ohio,  August 
26,  1841,  Jonathan  Benjamin,  in  the  10.3d  year  of  his  age. 
Father  Benjamin  was  born  in  Goshen  county.  State  of  New 
York,  October  14,  1738,  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  served  his  time  as  a  soldier  true  to  his 
country.  Was  married  in  March  10,  1759,  to  Margaret 
Brown.  Moved  to  Pennsylvania  in  1774  or  '75  ;  in  May, 
1777,  the  Indians  broke  in  upon  his  family  and  family  con- 
nexions, and  killed  and  took  prisoners  three  entire  families, 
his  only  son  escaping  to  the  fort.  Among  the  prisoners 
taken  by  the  Indians,  was  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel  Ilrowny 
late  of  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  .■\fter  being  driven  from 
place  to  place  by  these  savage  tribes,  and  enduring  extreme 
suffering  some  six  months,  he  removed  to  Maryland  in  the 
fall  of  1779,  thence  to  Pennsylvania  in  1782,  thence  to 
Marietta  in  1797,  then  to  Western  Virf.inia  in  1789,  thence 
to  Licking,  then  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  in  ISO  I,  where  be 
resided  until  his  death. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[NoTEMBKn, 


The  New  MercJiant's  ExcHange. 

The  Merchants'  Exchange  Company  of  the  city  of  New 
York  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  we  be- 
lieve in  the  year  1823,  with  a  capital  of  §1,000,000,  divib'ed 
into  10,0 JQ  shares  of  $100  each.  Theformer  building  known 
as  the  Merchants'  Exchange  was  finished  in  the  year  1827. 
It  was  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  conveniently  arrang- 
ed public  edifices  in  the  United  States;  was  built  under  the 
supervision  of  its  eminent  architect  Martin  E.  Thompson, 
Esq.  and  cost  the  company,  including  the  ground,  about 
$250,000.  Its  rents  produced  an  annual  revenue  of  $25,000. 
It  was  burnt  to  the  ground  in  the  great  fire  of  December  15, 
16,  1835. 

The  site  of  the  present  building  comprises  that  of  the  old 
one,  and  about  an  equal  amount  of  land  subsequently  pur- 
chased by  the  company.  It  is  situated  in  Wall  street,  and 
forms  the  centre  around  which  are  located  the  principal 
banking  houses,  insurance  companies  and  other  moneyed 
institutions.  It  is  198  feet  on  Wall  street,  196  feet  9  in- 
ches on  the  rear,  and  140  feet  8  inches  on  the  right  flank  on 
Hanover  street,  and  190  feet  on  the  left  flank  on  \\'illiam 
street.  And  although  the  ground  is  of  such  irregular  shape, 
the  architect  has  so  skilfully  arranged  the  building,  that  there 
is  but  little  if  any  appearance  of  irregularity  in  the  apart- 
ments into  which  it  is  divided. 

It  was  built  after  the  plans  and  under  the  superintendence 
of  Isaiah  Rogers,  Esq.  architect,  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
The  exterior  walls  are  composed  of  blue  granite,  procured 
and  wrought  in  the  highest  perfection  of  the  art  at  the  quar- 
ries in  Quincy,  Mass.  whence  it  is  conveyed  to  the  sea  by 
railroad  (the  first  constructed  in  the  Union)  and  thenco  in 
vessels  to  New  York. 

The  facade  of  the  building  presents  a  colonnade  of  twelve 
Ionic  columns,  the  shafts  of  which  are  in  a  single  piece, 
thirty-two  feet,  eight  inches  high,  four  feet  four  inches  in  di- 
ameter at  the  base,  and  weigh  about  33  tons  each.  They 
are  fluted,  and  the  caps  and  bases  of  the  same  material  are 
so  finely  hammered  as  to  present  asurfiice  almost  as  smooth 
as  if  it  were  rubbed  or  polished.  These  are  the  largest  co- 
lumns ever  quarried  in  America.  There  are  six  additional 
columns  in  the  recess  in  the  front  entrance  of  the  building. 

The  rear  of  the  edilice  has  pilasters  or  antaes,  with  bases 
and  enriched  capitals  projecting  about  one  foot  six  inches 
from  the  fskce  of  the  building.  The  sides  are  plain,  excepting 
the  cornices  and  window-frames  which  are  richly  moulded. 

The  anterior  of  the  building  on  all  sides  is  divided  into 
oflices,  already  occupied  by  banks,  insurance  companies,  en- 
gravers, stationers,  brokers,  &c.  The  ceilings  throughout 
are  of  brick  formed  into  arches,  and  the  floors  are  laid  with 
hydraulic  cement  ;  a  material  similar  to  Roman  cement ;  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  quar- 
ries in  the  vicinity  of  Kingston,  near  the  Hudson,  and  about 
100  miles  from  this  city.  No  wood  has  been  used  in  the 
construction  of  this  building,  and  it  is  therefore  deemed  en- 
tirely fire-proof. 

The  centre  of  the  edifice  is  to  be  occupied  as  an  Exchange. 
This  is  peculiarly  the  department  of  the  merchants.  It  is 
in  the  form  of  a  Rotunda,  80  feet  in  diameter  in  the  clear, 
with  four  recesses  of  10  by  30  feet,  situate  at  right  angles. 
The  curb  of  the  Dome  is  90  feet  from  the  floor,  and  has  a 
sky  light  of  110  feet  in  circumference,  which  aflbrds  the 
only  light  admitted  into  the  Rotunda. 

The  interior  of  this  toom  is  finished  in  the  richest,  cost- 
liest and  most  beautiful  manner.  Each  of  the  recesses  have 
2  Corinthian  columns  of  Italian  veined  marble,  41  feet  in 
height,  and  5  feet  in  diameter.  The  antfes  at  the  angles, 
the  wainscoting  around  the  entire  room  7  feet  6  inches  high, 
and  all  the  other  trimmings,  as  well  as  the  floor,  are  of  the 
same  material.  The  ceiling  and  walls  arc  of  stucco,  richly 
ornamented.  The  exterior  of  the  Dome  is  covered  with  a 
copper  roof,  and  the  othersectionsof  the  building  with  stone. 

The  erection  of  the  building  was  commenced  in  the  Spring 
of  1836,  since  which  time  the  number  of  hands  employed 
on  it  has  averaged  about  250.  At  the  time  it  was  com- 
menced, the  late  William  \y.  Woolsey  was  President  of  the 
corporation  ;  he  was  succeeded  hy  John  A.  Stevenr-,  who 
iiil!  holds  that  station, 


The  ground  on  which  the  building  stands  cost  about 
$750,000.  The  entire  cost  of  the  Exchange  will  be  about 
$1,100,000.  The  income  from  rents,  when  all  the  apart- 
ments are  finished  and  occupied,  will  be  about  $100,000. — 
That  portion  of  the  building  which  was  completed  on  the 
1st  May  last,  and  is  now  occupied,  yields  the  current  year 
about  $50,000.— A*.  Y.  Tribune. 


Duty  on  Rotis^.  Ilice4 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  Great  Britain,  on  the  re- 
presentation of  the  late  Minister  cf  this  country,  that  the  se- 
cond article  of  the  Convention  of  July,  1815,  ought  to  re- 
ceive a  different  construction,  in  relation  to  the  admission  of 
rough  rice  from  the  United  States,  from  that  which  has  been 
heretofore  given  to  it,  by  the  late  Board  of  Treasury,  and 
Board  of  Trade,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  alter  the 
customs'  law  in  relation  to  this  point,  and  to  make  it  con- 
formable to  the  views  of  the  provision  of  the  Convention 
taken  by  the  American  Minister.  They  have  therefore  given 
public  notice  that  they  will  propose  to  Parliament  the  equali- 
zation of  the  duties  on  rice  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  in  the  meantime  directions  are 
given,  that  all  rough  rice  from  the  United  States,  on  which 
duty  has  not  yet  been  charged,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry  at 
the  duty  of  Id.  per  quarter,  subject  to  future  confirmation 
by  Parliament,  of  which,  however,  the  Lords  entertain  no 
doubt. — Boston  Patriot. 

REPLY 

To  the  Committee  respecting'  the  Frigate  liaritaiu 

Naty  Defautmust,  ^ 

16th  November,  1841. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  inat.  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, without  distinction  of  party,  relative  to  the  imme- 
diate finishing  and  launching  of  the  frigate  Raritan,  now  on 
the  stocks  at  the  Navy  Yard  in  that  city.  I  accord  fully  in 
the  views  and  opinions  of  that  meeting.  Convinced  that  we 
can  rely  on  our  Navy  alone  for  the  defence  of  our  seaboard 
during  war,  and  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  both  in 
war  and  peace,  I  feel  the  strongest  desire  for  an  immediate 
and  great  increase,  both  in  the  number  and  the  efficiency  of 
our  vessels  of  war. 

Acting  upon  this  conviction,  I  had  determined,  before  I 
heard  of  any  movement  on  the  subject  of  Philadelphia,  to 
give  the  requisite  order  for  finishing  the  Raritan,  which  order 
will  be  immediately  issued. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  UPSHUR. 

AsnnEW  M.  Piietost,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

Consecration  of  a  Bishop. 

Yesterday  morning  at  St.  John's  Church,  in  Thirteenth 
street,  the  Rev.  Peter  Paul  Lefevre  was  consecrated  a  Bishop 
of  the  Catholic  diocese  of  Michigan  ;  he  will  reside  at  De- 
troit. Bishops  Hughes  and  Kcndrick,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Engs,  officiated  in  the  ceremony,  which  was  of  the  most  im- 
posing character.  The  church  was  crowded  almost  to  suflfo- 
cation. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Kendrick,  brother  of  the  Bishop,  has  been 
appointed  Bishop  of  St.  Louis  ;  his  consecration  will  take 
place  in  a  few  weeks  at  St.  Mary's  Church. 

This  was  the  first  consecration  which  has  ever  taken  place 
in  this  city. —  [Public  Ledger, 22(1  November. 
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MESSAGE 


OF  GOVKnxoR  PAisi:  or  teii.'.iont. 


Fdlo-iU- Citizens  nf  tlie  Semite 

and  of  the  house  of  Hepresentative'j  : 

The  people  of  this  State  have  reposed  in  our  Iiands  for 
the  ensuing  year,  the  powers  of  legislation  and  governinent; 
and  the  first  and  most  gratifying  duty  we  have  to  perform 
in  their  name,  and  as  their  representatives,  is  to  acknow- 
ledge the  continued  favors  of  Providence.  The  earth  has 
yielded  its  annual  iscreasc,  health,  happiness  and  prosperity 
smile  u[K)n  our  land,  we  still  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a  free 
government,  and  peace  is  as  yet  within  our  borders.  So  far 
as  regards  the  present  condition  of  our  Slate,  at  no  period 
have  we  been  called  upon  for  a  more  unfeigned  expression 
of  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good. 

The  legisLitive  provisions  which  you  will  be  called  upon 
to  make  for  the  people  of  this  State,  will  be,  like  their  wants, 
few  and  simple.  'i"he  wisdom  of  your  predecessors  will  fur- 
nish you  with  the  safest  guide,  and  it  has  probably  left  few 
alterations  to  be  devised  in  our  domestic  policy.  Still  it  is 
your  duty  diligently  to  consider  aay  improvement  which 
may  be  suggested,  and  to  leave  nothing  undone,  which  may 
promote  the  general  welfare. 

Education. 

Education  is  a  subject  which  cannot  fail  to  command 
your  earnest  attention.  It  is  true  that  no  comiiiunity  can 
boast  of  more  widely  and  universally  diflused  instruction 
tlian  ours,  and  it  might  therefore  appear  useless  to  urge  this 
topic  upon  your  consideration.  But  we  must  continually 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  not  the  result  of  accident  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  with  so  few  exceptions,  can  all  read  and 
write,  and  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  at  least  a  good  Eng 
lish  education.  They  owe  their  happy  and  enviable  condi- 
tion, in  this  respect,  entirely  to  the  unceasing  solicitude  and 
wise  legislation  of  our  forefathers.  While  our  State  was 
yet  almost  a  wilderness,  those  who  themselves  most  felt 
the  want  of  education,  were  most  careful  that  their  chil- 
dren should  not  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and  the  elVorts  they 
made  to  establish  and  support  common  schools  and  semi- 
naries for  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  must  for  ever 
command  our  gratitude  and  admiration.  Common  schools 
have  always  been  within  the  immediate  reach  of  every  child 
in  the  State,  and  it  has  been  the  honorable  ambition  of  every 
parent  to  deny  his  children  no  necessary  opporttmity  for  at- 
tending them.  Nor  has  this  been  the  limit  of  their  ambition. 
Many  a  generous  father,  while  following  the  plough  him- 
self, has  sent  his  children  from  home,  that  they  might,  by 
having  better  means  of  education,  qualify  themselves  for 
more  e.xtensive  usefulness. 

It  is  true  that  all  this  could  not  be  accomplished  by  legis- 
lation alone.  But  wise  and  wholesome  laws  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  this,  as  they  have  of  all  other  useful  social  in- 
stitutions. 

If  legislation  presents  the  means  and  points  to  the  bene- 
fits of  education,  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  they 
will  not  be  gladly  accepted.  The  example  and  encourage- 
ment, which  it  is  in  our  power  to  alford,  arc  all  that  is  nc- 
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ccssary  not  only  to  support  and  preserve  our  present  system, 
but  greatly  to  extend  and  improve  it.  If  our  fathers  have 
bestowed  on  us  a  better  education  than  they  had  the  means 
of  enjoying,  shall  we  fall  behind  them  in  benevolent  elforts? 
Let  us  rather  emulate  their  example,  and  make  our  endea- 
vors .'-urpass  our  abilities  as  they  did. 

While,  then,  I  would  recommend  to  you  tliat  scrutiny 
and  vigilance  respecting  our  common  school  system,  whit>K 
are  .so  constantly  necessary,  and  ;>  pecuniary  provision  a3 
liberal  as  they  have  annually  received— I  would  commend 
to  your  favorable  regard,  our  higher  seminaries  of  learning. 
These  are  (he  nurseries  of  our  professional  men,  and  they 
consequently  exert  as  great  an  influence  on  society  as  our 
common  school.-?.  If  it  is  important  that  our  farmers  and 
mechanics  should  be  well  qualified  for  usefulness  and  re- 
spectability in  their  callings,  it  is  equally  essential  that  our 
clergymen,  our  statesmen,  our  physicians  and  our  school- 
masters should  be  so  in  theirs. 

It  is  hard,  too,  that  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  .should 
not  be  able  to  reach  and  drink  at  the  higher  fountains  of 
knowledge,  and  to  no  object  can  the  bounty  of  the  Legisla- 
ture be  more  properly  directed,  than  to  placing  the  higher 
branches  of  learning  within  the  reach  of  those  who  have 
not  themselves  the  means  of  obtaining  them  without  somo 
assisUnce, 

I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  in  these  remarks,  ag- 
intending  to  recommend  any  undue  profusion  in  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money.  On  the  contrary,  I  should  be  the 
last  to  advise  or  consent  to  such  a  course  of  legislation.  It 
is  my  duty  to  direct  your  attention  to  measures  of  public  in- 
terest, but  you  are  the  proper  judges  of  the  fitness,  expe- 
diency, and  practicaiiiljty  of  those  measures.  Economy,  not 
less  than  intellectual  cultivation,  is  esservtia!  to  a  well  regu- 
lated community  ;  and  it  would  ill  become  us,  while  endea- 
voiing  to  improve  our  fellow  men  by  education,  to  corrupt 
them  by  an  example  of  extravagance. 

Geological  Surveij, 

Xotliing  in  mr  opinion  will  more  conduce  to  tiic  advance- 
ment of  the  wealth  ami  prosperity  of  our  pcofile,  than  a  geo- 
logical survey  of  the  State.  The  time  has  arrived  when  our 
interests  seem  imperatively  to  require  that  such  a  survey 
should  no  longer  be  postponed.  The  earth  has  been  sufii- 
ciently  cleared  of  .Hs  forests  to  admit'  of  the  necessary  exami- 
nation, and  the  expense  attending  it,  will  be  trilling  com- 
pared with  tlie  benefits  to  be  expected  from  it.  Similar  sur- 
veys have  already  been  made  in  many  of  the  States,  which 
have  opened  new  and  highly  productive  sources  of  wealth. 
Very  encouraging  indications  have  already  been  dis'-.-vprecf 
of  the  existeriCij  of  valuable  ores  and  minerals  in  (fhferent 
parts  of  the  Stale.  Agriculture  will  derive  grcst  au'vantiges 
from  the  light  whii;h  science  cannot  fail  to  throw  upon  the 
native  character  and  varieties  of  our  soil.  Should  useful 
ores  be  discovered,  it  will  0(>en  a  new  field  for  industrv,  and 
by  increasing  the  number  of  consumer.^  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, add  a  new  impulse  to  the  enterprise  of  the  farmer. — 
Should  you  agree  with  me  as  to  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  such  an  undertaking,  I  would  suggest  that  it  should  em- 
brace an  exan:ination  into  the  botany  of  the  State.  The 
success  of  the  enterprise  must  of  course  depend,  in  a  great 
measure,  upon  the  qualifications  of  those  whi>  may  be  se- 
lected to  carrv  it  into  execution. 
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MESSAGE  OF  GOVEKi^OK  PAINE  OF  VERMONT. 


[DLCEMBiiKj 


Jlpportionmeni  of  Members  of  Congress, 
Under  the  census  of  1S40  a  new  apportionment  of  the  [ 
members  of  the  House  of  Ki-prcsentatives  of  the  Congress  j 
of  the   United   States  must  necessarily  be  made.     It   will  , 
therefore  become  your  duty,  either  to  direct  tlic  election,  by  i 
general  ticket,  at  the  annual  f-eemen's  meeting  in  1842,  of  j 
as  many  members  as  may,  under  such  apponionment,  be  as- 
signed to  Vermont,  or  to  postpone  the  election  to  a  day  be 
yond  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  thert-hy  giving  to  j 
that  body  the  opportunity  to  make  the  necessary  provisions 
en  the  sulject.  i 

Jbduc/io?i  of  Gvo^'cin,  | 

Communications  have  been  received  by  the  Executive, 
from  the  constituted  authorities  of  Her  Jlajcsty's  Province 
of  Canada,  relating  to  Ihe  recent  outrage  upon  our  northern 
frontier,  in  the  forcible  seizure,  and  abduction  beyond  the 
limits  thereof,  of  a  citizen  of  tiiis  State.  I  shall  take  an  ear-  ' 
ly  opportunity,  by  special  ruessjge,  to  lay  these  documents  , 
before  you.  i 

Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands.         j 

Congress,  during  the  last  session,  among  other  measures 
for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  the  country,  provided  for  the  dis-  \ 
tribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States.     Vermont  will  be  annually  entitled,  under  this  law,  | 
to  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  it  will  be  necessary  that  you 
should  make  provision  for  its  receipt  and  safe  disposal.  How  , 
it  shall  be  ultimately  applied,  so  as  to  allbrd  the  greatest  ■ 
benefit  to  our  constituents,  will  be  a  matter  of  grave  delibe-  i 
ration  after  it  shall  have  been  received.  j 

Vermont  has  notfollowcd  the  example  of  many  of  her  sister 
States  in  embarking  in  expensive  works  of  internal  improve-  ; 
ments.     Recent  events  liave  abundantly  proved  the  wisdom  : 
and  prudence  of  this  course.     Vast  benefits  to  the  commu-  : 
nity  are  doubtless  to  be  derived  from  such  undertakings. — 
'i'hey  are  perverted,  very  clearly,  when  they  end  in  a  pros- 
tration of  public  credit.     AVhen  there  is  any  uncertainty  as 
to  the  adequacy  of  income  to  be  derived  from  them,  they 
should  be  engaged  in  with  the  greatest  caution.     Still  their  ^ 
advantages  should  never  be  lost  sight  of,     'J'hey  are  espe- 
cially important  to  a  country  situated  like  ours,  remote  from 
market,  and  where  the  nature  of  our  produce  docs  not  admit 
of  expensive  transportation.     In  proportion,  too,  as  other 
parts  of  the  country  enjoy  greater  facilities  of  communication 
with  the  markets  on  the  sea-board,  is  the  value  of  our  lands 
and  of  their  produce  diminished.     It  is  not  to  be  feared  that  ■ 
the  vigilant  sagacity  of  our  people  will  overlook  considera- 
tions like  these ;  and  at  no  distant  period  we  may  expect 
that  public  attention  will  be  aclivtdy  directed  towards  a  sub-  j 
ject  of  so  much  interest.     When  the  enterprise  of  other 
States  shall  have  brought,  as  they  soon  will  bring,  their  rail- 
roads to  our  borders,  the  means,  I  am  satisfied,  will  not  be 
wanting,  of  continuing  them  through  our  own  State.  Foreign 
and  domestic  capital,  and  individual  enterprise,  will  unite  , 
to  accomplish  the  object,  and   the  State,  by  husbanding  its  ^ 
resources  with  reference  to  such  an  event,  may  undoubtedly  j 
hasten  its  arrival.  j 

Protection  to  domestic  industry. 

There  are  other  subjects  of  legislation,  which  arc  not  less  , 
interesting  and  important  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  but  j 
over  which  you  can  have  no  immediate  control.     I  refer  to 
those  powers  which  liave  been  delegated  to  the  government 
of  the  Union,  for  national  purposes,  and  to  be  exercised  for  I 
the  general  benelit.  But  although  ihus  delegated,  they  ought  i 
not  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.    On  ! 
the  contrary,  so  vastly  important  is  their   exercise  to  our  i 
prosperity,  that  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to  satisfy  ourselves  \ 
that  they  are  not  permitted  to  lie  dormant  in  the  hands  of  j 
those  to' whom  they  are  delegated,  and  that  they  are  exer- 
cised in  such  a  manner  as  will  promote  the  public  welfare,  i 
This  duty  is  the  more  incumbent  on  us,  because  it  is  also 
our  right,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  powers  of  the  General  \ 
Government  have  been  insufficiently  or  unwisely  granted,  1 
to  apply  a  remedy  by  uniting  with  the  other  States  in  an  ' 
amendment  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  i 


'J  he  exercise  of  none  of  these  powers  is  of  such  vital  im- 
portance to  the  agricultural  interest  of  this  State,  as  that 
which  enables  Congress  to  aOord  protection  to  domestic  in- 
dustry, by  imposing  duties  on  the  i.mportations  of  foreign 
products. 

An  entire  prostration  and  stagnation  of  business,  arising 
principally  from  the  absence  of  any  elective  protection  to 
domestic  industry,  while  the  States  remained  separate,  led, 
more  immediately  than  any  other  cause,  to  their  union.  To 
remedy  the  evil,  steps  were  taken,  at  the  earliest  period  after 
the  adojition  of  the  Federal  Coustitution,  to  establish  a  dis- 
criminative system  of  revenue  from  duties  on  imports;  and 
the  country,  under  its  operation,  emerged,  with  unexampled 
rapidity,  from  embarrassment  to  wealth,  power  and  national 
greatness.  For  more  than  thirty  years,  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  iinpose  duties  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection, remained  unquestioned.  Every  successive  Congress 
exeicistd  the  power  without  the  suggestion  of  a  doubt  as  to 
its  consti;utionality  ;  and  if  the  Constitution  itself  had  not 
been,  as  it  is,  perfectly  clear  on  the  subject,  yet  time,  usage, 
constant  legislation,  and  universal  acquiescence,  have  fully 
established  its  possession  by  the  General  Govcrnn:ient.  After 
all  this,  however,  after  a  generation  had  passed  away,  and 
when  the  pursuits  and  business  of  the  country  had  been 
built  up,  upon  the  basis  of  protection,  it  suited  sectional 
and  party  purposes  to  object  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
unconstitutional ;  and,  strange  and  unjust  as  it  may  seem,  a 
long  established  system  of  laws,  designed  to  encourage  and 
protect  domestic  industry,  has  been,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
abandoned — not  because  the  people  of  the  country  so  willed 
it,  but  because  a  single  Southern  State,  denying  the  consti- 
tutionality of  such  legislation,  threatened  violently  to  resist 
the  execution  of  these  laws.  And  this  has  been  termed  a 
compromise — a  compromise  which  yields  all  that  is  demand- 
ed to  violence  and  a  breach  of  faith,  and  quietly  consents  to 
the  ruin  of  a  vast  portion  of  the  country  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  a  comparatively  small  section. 

It  is  needless  to  say  much  of  the  causes  which  have  thus 
led  to  a  discontinuance  of  protection  to  domestic  industry. 
A  remedy  for  such  an  evil  can  be  found  only  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  spirit  of  that  portion  of  our  countrymen,  to  whose 
existence  such  protection  will  be  found  to  be  almost  indis- 
pensable. I  am  not  aware  that  you,  as  legislators  of  this 
State,  can  directly  participate  in  applying  a  remedy  ;  but  you 
can  at  least  urge  upon  our  delegation  in  Congress  your 
deep  and  abiding  conviction  of  the  strong  necessity  of  shield- 
ing, by  an  adequate  tarifl",  the  domestic  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, against  competition  with  the  pauper  labor  and  solid 
capitalists  of  Europe. 

If  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  not  already 
authorize  Congress  to  afford  such  necessary  protection  to 
domestic  industry,  language  would  fail  to  accomplish  the 
object,  and  any  amendment  of  the  Constitution  would  be 
fruitless.  The  States  have  surrendered  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment all  power  over  the  subject.  When  they  gave  to 
Congress  exclusively  the  power  to  lay  duties,  they  deprived 
themselvesfor  ever  of  all  power  to  protect  domestic  industry. 
They  surrendered  this  power  to  Congress,  to  the  extent  to 
which  they  possessed  it  themselves,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, for  which  they  themselves  might  have  used  it,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  but  of  protecting  the  industry  of 
our  citizens  against  ruinous  foreign  competition.  If  Congress 
do  not  possess  this  power,  then  the  States  themselves  possess 
it — for  the  States  have  retained  all  power  which  they  have 
not  granted  to  the  Government  of  the  Union.  But  nothing 
would  be  more  absurd  than  a  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  would  thus  distribute  the  power  of  laying  duties, 
giving  it  to  Congress  for  purposes  of  revenue,  and  to  the 
States  for  the  purpose  of  protection. 

It  wouhl  be  superfluous  to  attempt  to  show  that  a  protec- 
tive taritr  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  this  portion  of  the 
Union.  The  value  of  our  agricultural  products,  and  espe- 
cially of  wool,  depends  entirely  upon  the  success  of  our  manu- 
factories, and  every  farmer  in  Vermont  is  deeply  interested 
in  saving  them  from  the  ruin  which,  it  is  feared,  is  impend- 
ing over  them.  We  cannot  raise  wool  for  exportation,  and 
if  we  abandon  wool  growing,  what  are  we  to  do  with    an 
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other  kind  of  produce  which  we  may  raise  in  its  place  ? — 
VVool  will  net  l>e  received  in  foreign  countries  which  have 
suppHcs  of  their  own,  and  who  in  our  own  country  will  con- 
sume it,  when  manufactories  shall  have  been  det;troyed  and 
manufacturers,  who  have  been  its  consumers,  are  compelled 
to  cultivate  the  soil  as  iheir  only  mode  of  subsistence? — 
What  would  our  farms  or  our  produce  be  vyorth,  if  those 
now  engaged  at  the  loom  should  come  back  to  tiie  plough  ? 
We  could  hardly  give  away  the  contents  of  our  overburden- 
ed granaries.  Alanufactures  are  yet  in  their  infancy,  and 
although  during  the  short  period  of  their  existence,  they 
have  acquired  strength  with  unexampled  rapidily,  they  can- 
not be  supposed  to  be  stronger  than  those  in  older  countries, 
■where  they  have  been  much  longer  established,  and  where 
labor  is  cheapest.  Yet  in  all  countries,  protection  has  al- 
ways been  found  to  be  necessary  to  their  existence  ;  and  no 
government  on  earth  has  ever  been  so  blind  to  its  own  in- 
terests and  those  of  its  citizens,  as  to  permit  free  trade  with 
other  countries,  in  articles  of  its  own  manufacture.  'J'here 
are  two  very  sufficient  and  obvious  reasons  for  this.  One 
is,  that  a  free  or  reciprocal  trade  among  dillcrent  nations 
never  has  been,  and  probably  never  can  be  established.  The 
other  is,  that  to  allow  one  country,  whenever  it  might  choose, 
to  inundate  another  with  its  surplus  manufactures,  reduced 
in  value  at  home  by  excessive  production  or  bankruptcies, 
would  be  to  ruin  those  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  the 
importing  country.  Steadiness  is  the  safety  and  fluctuation 
the  destruction  of  trade. 

England,  with  a  modesty  peculiar  to  herself,  proclaims 
and  advocates  the  doctrines  of  free  trade,  for  the  benefit  of 
other  nations,  while  for  her  own  benefit  she  practices  upon 
a  directly  opposite  system.  In  thus  advocating  free  trade 
she  is  seconded  by  the  Southern  planter.  But  neither  from 
the  one  nor  the  other  can  we  consent  to  receive  instruction. 
They  have  their  interests,  and  we  have  ours.  "We  have  also 
the  capacity  to  understand,  and  I  trust,  the  resolution  to 
maintain  our  rights. 

^imendinents  to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  the  whole  Union  has  been 
directed,  by  events  whiih  have  occurred  within  the  last  few 
years,  to  certain  amendments  which  are  deemed  essential  in 
the  Federal  Constitution.  The  undue  stimulus  to  ambition 
which  is  thought  to  be  supplied  by  the  prospect  of  the  Presi- 
dential office  being  enjoyed  by  its  occupant  for  a  second 
term  of  four  years,  has  created  great  alarm  for  the  balance 
of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government.  Experience  has 
certainly  proved,  that  if  there  is  any  danger  of  that  balance 
being  destroyed,  it  arises  from  the  constant  eflbrts  of  the 
Executive  department  to  extend  its  patronage  and  power. 
That  such  efiorts  have  frequently  been  made,  to  enable  the 
President  to  secure  a  re-election,  can  hardly  be  doubted;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  will  continue  to  be  too  often  made, 
so  long  as  human  nature  reinains  unchanged. 

A  general  complaint,  arising  from  the  same  well  ground- 
ed apprehension,  exists  as  to  the  President's  power  of  remo- 
val from  ofllce.  The  constitution  directly  gives  him  no 
such  power,  but  he  has  been  allowed  to  take  it  by  impli- 
cation. It  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  it  should  ever  have 
been  derived  from  that  provision  in  the  constitution  which 
authorizes  him  to  nominate  "  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint"  all  officers. 

The  President  and  Senate  are  jointly  made  the  appoint- 
ing power,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  other  provisions  on  the 
subject,  one  would  have  supposed  they  must  also  be  jointly 
the  removing  power.  But  the  President  claims  to  exercise 
it  alone,  and  more  frequently  exercises  it  without  any  cause, 
except  for  the  political  opinions  of  those  removed,  than  from 
an  impartial  regard  to  the  faithful  performance  of  the  public 
service,  which  forms  the  sole  argument  in  favor  of  its  exist- 
ence. For  if  the  Constitution  designed  to  give  such  a  pow- 
er to  the  President,  it  must  have  been  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  make  removals  required  by  the  public  good. 
But  it  has  been  perverted  to  a  totally  ditTerent  purpose;  that 
of  enabling  him  to  reward  his  supporters,  strengthen  his  in- 
fluence, and  secure  his  own  re-election. 

Another  similar  subject,  to  which  I  would  invite  your 


particular  attention,  is  the  power  of  the  President  to  veto 
bills  which  have  been  passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
This  is  the  only  nioniircliial  feature  in  our  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  it  is  difKoull  to  understand  how  it  should  ever 
have  been  engrafted  upon  republican  institutions.  It  was 
probably  taken,  without  much  reflection  as  to  its  conse- 
quences, from  the  British  Constitution,  which  vests  simibir 
power  in  the  king;  but  only  to  protect  his  own  prerogative 
from  encroachment.  Even  for  tliis  purpose,  however,  it  has 
not  been  exercised  by  him  for  more  than  two  centuries.  The 
early  settlers  of  Vermont  were  too  jealous  of  liberty  to  allow 
such  a  power  any  place  in  our  constitution. 

To  form  a  just  notion  of  the  magnitude  of  the  veto  power, 
as  it  may  be  exercised  by  the  President,  we  must  keep  con- 
stantly in  view,  that  to  prevent  the  passage  of  wholesome 
and  necessary  laws,  is  as  bad  as  to  pass  those  which  are 
mischievous.  The  power  to  make  all  laws,  might  be  as 
properly  entrusted  to  the  President,  as  the  power  to  prevent 
all  laws.  The  history  of  all  legislation  proves  that  a  majori- 
ty of  two-thirds  can  seldom  be  obtained  on  disputed  ques- 
tions ;  and  to  allow  the  President  to  resist  the  enactment  of 
such  laws  as  he  pleases,  unless  passed  by  so  large  a  majority, 
is  in  eflect,  to  repose  in  one  man  almost  the  entire  power  of 
legislation.  But  the  President  not  only  claims  the  right  to 
exercise  the  veto  power  whenever  he  pleases,  but  to  exercise 
it  as  he  understands  the  Constitution,  without  any  regard  to 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to  the  precederfts  es- 
tablished by  his  predecessors.  He  appears  to  be  uncontrol- 
led in  its  exercise,  either  by  law  or  precedent,  and  to  have 
nothing  to  consult  but  his  own  conscience,  and  nothing  to 
regard  but  his  own  character  forconsistenc}-. 

If  he  is  right,  we  may  bid  farewell  to  all  stability  in  our 
institutions.  Every  four  years  the  laws  of  the  country  may 
be  changed,  and  its  business  embarrassed  and  destroyed  by 
the  constitutional  scruples  of  a  new  President.  '1  he  tarilV, 
— the  bank, —  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  from  the  public 
lands, — internal  improvement, — all  the  great  measures  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  will  be  constitutional  or  uncon- 
stitutional, just  as  the  President  may  happen  to  be  selected 
from  one  part  of  the  Union  or  the  other. 

I  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  is  not  expedient 
to  propose  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  which  shall 
render  the  President  ineligible  to  a  re-election,  and  which 
shall  modify  his  powers  of  removal  from  office,  and  of  pre- 
venting the  passage  of  laws  by  Congress. 

For  myself,  I  confess  that  I  cannot  doubt  that,  if  such 
amendment  should  be  adopted  by  the  requisite  number  of 
States,  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  perpetuate  our  free  go- 
vernment. 

I  have  thus  expressed  my  views  on  these  important  sub- 
jects, freely  and  frankly.  They  are,  however,  opinions  on 
matters  of  opinion,  on  which  we  are  all  at  liberty  to  differ. 
The  discussions  of  a  deliberative  assembly  are  likely  to  lead 
to  more  just  conclusions  than  the  reflections  of  an  individual, 
unaided  by  the  reasonings  of  others;  and  I  shall  rather  yield 
to  your  judgment,  than  wish  you  to  be  governed  by  mine. 

Grateful  for  the  manifestation  of  your  confidence  and  re- 
gard, which  has  summoned  me  from  the  business  of  private 
life  to  a  station  so  conspicuous  as  that  to  which  I  have  just 
been  called,  I  commend  all  your  deliberations  to  ihat  Om- 
niscient Power,  whose  purjiose  we  have  fondly  hoped  it 
might  be,  to  build  up  institutions  in  this  country,  which 
would  be  favorable  to  human  liberty  and  the  improvement 
of  mankind. 


CHARLES  PAINE. 


Montpelier,  October  18, 1841. 


till  precedent  c«l  Dcsiintcli* 

The  United  States  Mail  Brig  Hayne,  Captain  Morris, 
arrived  at  Charleston  on  Thursday  last  from  the  Havana. — 
She  performed  her  trip  to  that  port  and  back  exactly  in  12 
days  and  10  hours,  including  stoppages  both  ways,  at  Indian 
Key  and  Key  West,  discharging  at  the  Havana  her  outward 
cargo  of  180  tierces  rice,  and  taking  in  300  bags  of  coffee. 
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TIic  rlslit  of  Seai'cSj. 

Suppression    of   the   Slave    Trade. 

The  United  States. — The  following  are  extracts  froin  cor- 
respondence with  Foreign  Powers,  not  parties  to  cnnventions 
giving  right  of  searching  vessels  suspected  of  slave  trade,  re- 
cently presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  coiiinitiiid 
of  Her  .Majesty  : 

J\Tr.  Sieveiison  to  Viscount  Pahiierston, 

"i^,  Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  Nov.  13,  I  8  iO. 
(Received  Nov.  14.) 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  i^tates,  has  been  instructed 
by  his  Govcrmnent  to  transmit  to  Lord  Palmerston,  Her 
Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  Afl'airs, 
the  accompanying  papers,  containing  the  evidence  of  another 
unwarrantable  search,  detention,  and  ill-usage  of  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  and  her  crew,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  l>y  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  cruisers  employed  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  forms 
a  proper  subject  for  complaint  and  satisfactory  retribution. 
The  following  are  the  prominent  facts  of  the  case  : 
The  Aiiierican  brig  Douglass,  of  Duxbury,  in  Massachu- 
setts, of  200  tons  burden,  and  commanded  by  Alvin  Baker, 
master,  and  William  Arnold,  mate,  sailed  from  the  Havana 
on  the  5lh  of  August,  1 8.39,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  merchan- 
dise, and  having  sutsdry  passe-ngcrs  on  board,  for  the  port  of 
t!ie  river  Bras, 

That  on  the  3ist  of  October,  this  brig,  whilst  pursuing 
her  voyage,  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Segram,  from  Her 
Majesty's  brigantine  cruiser,  the  Termagant,  with  some  of 
her  crew,  who  proceeded  forthw-ith  to  overhaul  the  ship's 
papers  and  passengers'  passports  ;  ordered  the  hatches,  which 
were  cbsed,  to  be  broken  open,  the  American  flag  which 
was  then  trying  to  be  hauled  down,  and  the  vessel  seized  as 
a  slaver. 

That  the  captain's  papers  and  log  book  were  then  demand- 
ed, and  taken  on  board  the  'J'ermag;int,  and  the  Douglass 
committed  to  the  charge  of  a  master  and  crew  from  the 
British  cruiser,  who  immediately  ordered  the  sails  to  he  set, 
and  proceeded  to  sea. 

At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  ten  men  were  sent  on  board  with  arms 
and  provisions,  and  the  passengers  taken  to  the  Termagant, 
and  both  vessels  then  made  sail,  and  stood  to  the  westward, 
'i'hat  on  the  2od  of  October,  about  daylight,  the  Terma- 
gant came  aloog  side  of  the  Douglass,  with  the  purser  and 
one  of  her  passengers,  for  stores  and  provisions,  and  then 
returned  to  tlie  cruifecr. 

'i'hat  from  the  21st  to  the  £6th  of  October  the  American 
brig  continued  in  charge  of  her  cruiser,  when  they  parted, 
and  lost  sight  of  each  other,  the  brig,  however,  still  continu- 
ing in  possession  of  the  otKcer  and  men  from  the  Terma- 
gant. 

That  on  the  -Sth,  and  to  the  westward  of  Fopoc,  on  the 
African  coast,  the  Termagant  again  appeared  alongside  of 
the  Douglass,  and  hove  to;  sent  the  supercargo  and  purser 
(in  board,  ordered  Capt.  Baker  on  board  the  cruiser,  and 
Lieut.  Segram  then  delivered  to  him  his  papers,  with  jier- 
mission  to  proceed  on  his  voyage. 

The  passengers  were  also  permitted  to  return  to  the  Doug- 
lass, and  the  Termagant  having  taken  h^r  prize-crew  and 
ofiicer  on  board,  the  Dougla.ss  made  all  sail  for  the  river  Bras. 
7'hat  on  the  6th  of  November,  the  Douglass  anchored  in 
the  Nun,  a  river  on  the  African  coast,  which  she  left  on  the 
'.4th  of  December,  and  proceeded  in  ballast  to  Curracoa, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  23d  of  January,  1840. 

That  on  the  6th  of  February,  she  sailed  from  Curracoa 
with  a  cargo  of  gait  for  the  Havana,  which  she  reached  on 
the  21st  of  that  month. 

That  in  her  passage  on  the  pestilential  coast  of  Africa  to 
(Curracoa,  the  Douglass  lost  three  of  her  crew;  two  American 
seamen,  vi/, :  Hamilton  Day  of  Providence,  and  Andrew 
Clough  of  Boston,  and  Frederick  Walton,  a  British  subject, 
were  taken  ill  and  died. 

That  the  Douglas.;,  at  the  lime  cf  her  sailing  from  the  Ha- 


vana, was  tight,  staunch,  and  strong,  had  her  hatches  wel! 
caulked  and  covered,  and  was  well  and  sufficiently  manned 
and  provided  with  all  things  needful  for  her  voyage,  and  was 
in  that  state  when  slie  was  boarded  and  literally  captured  by 
the  British  cruiser. 

Such  are  the  facts  detailed  in  the  protest  of  the  captain 
and  m.ate,  herewith  transmitted,  and  which,  it  is  presumed, 
can  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  unprovoked  and  flagrant  char- 
acter of  the  proceeding,  or  the  reparation  due  to  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  honor  of  their  flag. 

In  presenting  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's. 
Government,  it  cannot  be  needfvil  that  the  undersigned 
should  do  more  than  refer  Lord  Palmerston  to  the  corres- 
pondence which  has  heretofore  taken  place  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  more  especially  to  the  three  notes  which 
the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  his  Lordship, 
under  dates  of  5th  of  February,  15th  of  May,  and  11th  of 
August  last,  and  to  express  the  painful  regret  which  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  feels  that  the  remonstrances 
which  have  been  heretofore  made  should  have  proved  una- 
vailing in  preventing  the  repetition  of  such  abuses  as  those 
which  have  so  repeatedly  been  made  the  subject  of  complaint 
against  Her  Majesty's  naval  officers. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  Le  insensible  of  the 
strong  desire  whicli  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  nation  at  large,  feel  in  the  complete  annihilation  of 
the  African  slave  trade. 

The  course  pursued  fur  the  last  oO  years  is  best  calculated 
to  mark  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  a  traffic  now  pro- 
perly regarded  by  most  civilized  nations  as  alike  repugnant  to 
justice  and  humanity,  and  which,  in  relation  to  the  United 
States,  is  not  the  less  so  to  all  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy. 

It  is  true  that  the  American  Government  have  declined  to 
become  a  party  in  treaties  with  other  nations  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade.  Although  repeatedly  urged  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  do  so,  the  United  States  have  been 
forced  to  decline  all  conventional  arrangements,  by  which 
the  officers  of  ships  of  war  of  either  country  should  have  the 
right  to  board,  search,  or  capture,  or  carry  into  foreign  ports 
for  adjudication,  the  vessels  of  each  other  engaged  in  ths 
slave  trade.  Lideed,  it  may  be  well  doubted,  apart  fro.ii 
other  considerations,  whether  the  constitutional  powers  of 
the  American  Government  would  be  competent  to  carry  into 
eii'ect  those  portions  of  the  existing  system  so  indispensably 
necessary  to  give  it  the  character  of  just  reciprocity. 

These  objections  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  have 
been  repeatedly  and  frankly  made  known  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  are  doubtless  well  understood  by  the  Bri- 
tish Cabinet;  and  the  more  especially  so,  as  it  was  an  ob- 
stacle proceeding  from  the  same  principle  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed prevented  Great  Britain  herself  from  becoming  for- 
mally a  party  to  the  holy  alliance.  It  will  not,  hovvever,  be 
understood  that  the  United  States  have  been  insensible  to 
the  friendly  spirit  of  conlidence  with  which  these  applica- 
tions have  been  made  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, or  that  the  United  States  have  ceased  to  feel  that 
strong  solicitude  for  the  total  annihilation  of  the  traffic, 
which  has  distinguished  the  whole  course  of  their  policy. — 
On  the  contrary,  having  been  the  first  to  abolish,  within  ihe 
extent  of  their  authority,  the  transportation  of  the  natives  of 
Africa  into  slavery,  by  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
and  by  punishing  their  own  citizens  for  participating  in  the 
traffic — and  having,  moreover,  taken  the  steps  which  it 
deemed  proper  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  flag  by  the  sub- 
jects of  other  powers,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
cannot  but  feel  sincere  gratification  at  the  progress  made,  by 
the  efi'orts  of  other  nations,  for  the  general  extinction  of  this 
odious  trafFic,  and,  consequently,  undiminished  solicitude  to 
give  the  fullest  eflicacy  to  their  own  laws  and  regulations 
on  the  subject. 

They  caiinot,  however,  consent  that  the  provisions  of  the 
treaties  in  force  between  Great  Britain  and  other  Powers  for 
its  abolition,  and  to  which  they  are  not  a  party,  should  be 
made  to  operate  upon  the  commerce  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  cannot  but  be  apparent  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  these  treatiesere  of  a  nature  which  cJW?riot> 
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and  ought  not,  to  be  npplied  to  the  United  States,  under  any 
restrictions  or  modifications  whatever,  and  the  more  espe- 
cially as  they  have  neither  colonies,  nor  the  means  of  carry- 
ing out  those  measures  of  maritime  policy  and  surveillance 
which  form  the  basis  of  these  treaties  and  are  so  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  their  execution. 

In  withholding  its  assent,  therefore,  from  the  existing  sys- 
tem, and  abstaining  from  all  conventional  arrangements 
yielding  the  right  of  search  to  the  armed  vessels  and  cruisers 
of  each  other.  Her  Majesty's  Government  must  be  sensible 
that  the  United  States  have  been  influenced  alone  by  con- 
siderations arising  out  of  the  character  of  their  institutions 
and  policy,  and  that  having  taken  the  measures  which  it 
deemed  to  be  expedient  and  proper  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  only  leave  to  other 
nations  to  pursue  freely  the  course  which  their  judgment  or 
policy  may  dictate,  and  in  relation  to  which  the  United 
States  certainly  can  have  no  disposition  to  interfere. 

The  undersigned  has  therefore  been  instructed,  in  pre- 
senting this  case  to  Lord  Palmersfon's  notice,  again  in  the 
most  earnest  manner  to  assure  his  Lordship  that  these  con- 
tinued violations  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  un- 
provoked wrongs  inflicted  by  British  cruisers  upon  the  rights 
and  property  of  its  citizens,  under  whatever  color  or  pretext, 
cannot  longer  be  permitted  by  tlie  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  he  has  accordingly  been  instructed  to  ex- 
press to  his  Lordship  the  confident  expectation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  not  only  at  once  recognise  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
making  prompt  retribution  for  the  unwarrantable  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Segram  in  the  present  case,  but  that  it  will  take 
suitable  and  efficient  means  to  prevent  the  future  occurrence 
of  all  such  abuses,  involving,  as  they  often  do,  not  only  great 
private  wrong  and  consequent  injury  to  property  and  life, 
but  calculated  to  interrupt  that  harmony,  which  it  is  for  the 
advantage,  and  it  is  no  doubt  the  desire,  of  both  Govern- 
ments to  preserve. 

The  undersigned  prays  Lord  Palmerston  to  accept  assur- 
ances of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  STEVENSON. 
The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B. 

[Copies  of  the  protest  and  charter-party  accompanied  the 
despatch.] 

Viscount  Palmerston  to  J\Ir.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  November  19,  1840. 

The  undersigned.  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  received  the  note  which  Mr. 
Stevenson,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States,  addressed  to  him  on  the  13th  in- 
stant, complaining,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, of  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Segram,  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's brigantine  Termagant,  in  having  detained  the  United 
States  brig  Douglass. 

The  undersigned  has  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  at  all  times  be  desirous  of  re- 
pressing and  preventing  any  violation  of  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  by  oflScers  of  the  British  Navy. 

With  this  view,  indeed,  Her  Majesty's  Government,  pre- 
viously to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Stevenson's  note  of  the  13th 
instant,  had,  on  receiving  from  Lieutenant  Segram  an  ac- 
count of  the  transaction  referred  to,  called  upon  that  officer 
to  explain  more  fully  and  particularly  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  had  considered  himself  justified  in  detaining  a  ship 
under  American  colors,  and  with  papers  showing  her  to  be 
American  property. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  now  directed  a  prompt 
and  searching  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  facts  of  the  case, 
as  stated  in  Mr.  Stevenson's  note,  and  the  undersigned  will 
not  fail  to  communicate  farther  with  Mr.  Stevenson  upon 
the  subject  so  soon  as  Her  Majesty's  Government  shall  have 
learned  the  result  of  the  inquiries  instituted. 


A.  Stevenson,  Esq.  &c. 


PALMERSTON. 


Mr.  Stevenson  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

32,  Upper  Grosvenor  street,  Nov.  20,  1840. 

(Received  November  20.) 

The   undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and   Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  ac- 
j  knowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  Lord  Palmerston, 
I  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, addressed  to  him  yesterday  in  reply  to  that  of  the  un- 
dersigned of  the  loth  instant,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
j  Lieutenant  Segram,  of  Her  Majesty's  brigantine  Termagant, 
in  relation  to  the  American  brig  Douglass,  off  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting 
it  for  the  information  of  this  Government. 

The  undersigned  derives,  in  the  meantime,  much  satisfac- 
tion from  the  prompt  and  friendly  assurance  of  Lord  Pal- 
merston, that  previously  to  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  un- 
dersigned. Lieutenant  Segram  had  been  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain fully  and  particularly  the  grounds  upon  which  he  had 
considered  himself  justified  in  detaining  a  ship  under  Ame- 
rican colors,  and  with  American  property,  and  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had  further  directed  a  prompt  and  search- 
ing inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  facts  of  the  case. 

A.  STEVENSON. 

The  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Palmerston,  G.  C.  B.  &c. 


J'iscoiuit  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Fox: 

Foreign  Office,  December  3,  :840. 

Sir— W^ith  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  12th  of  June, 
1 840,  relative  to  a  vessel,  named  the  Pilgrim,  which  had 
sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  laden  with  slave  trade  equipments,  for  the  coast  of 
Africa,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the 
Government  of  the  Unhed  States,  the  accompanying  extract 
from  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  Rio 
j  de  Janeiro  stating  that  the  Pilgrim  had  returned  to  that  port 
in  ballast,  after  having  landed  a  cargo  of  slaves. 

PALMERSTON. 
H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.  &c. 

[An  extract  from  the  Rio  Commissioners'  despatch  of 

August  11,  1840,  was  enclosed.] 


Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Foreign  Office,  Dec.  8,  1840. 

Sir — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  inst.*  together  with  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks 
to  you  for  that  communication,  and  for  the  information 
which  it  contains. 

With  reference  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  pa- 
pers enclosed  by  you,  that  a  blockade  should  be  instituted 
at  the  Gallinas  and  at  New  Cess,  as  an  effectual  means  of 
putting  down  the  slave  trade,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  ac- 
quainting you  that  a  blockade  has  for  some  time  past  been 
regularly  maintained  at  the  Gallinas  by  Her  Majesty's  ship 
Wanderer,  and  by  other  vessels  under  the  direction  of  its 
commander,  and  at  New  Cess,  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  For- 
ester. 

With  reference  to  the  supposition  of  the  writer  of  the 
paper  which  j'ou  have  sent  me,  that  British  cruisers  abstain 
from  taking  vessels  before  they  have  slaves  on  board,  in  or- 
der that,  by  capturing  such  vessels  after  they  have  taken 
their  slaves  on  board,  the  captors  may  get  more  prize  money, 
I  have  to  explain  to  you,  that  it  is  only  since  the  passing  of 
the  act  of  1839  that  there  has  existed  any  legal  authority  to 

*  Sic  in  the  printed  papers  laid  before  Parliament  ;  but 
there  is  obviously  an  error  as  to  dates,  a  despatch  of  the  8th 
being  made  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  dated  two 
days  afterwards. 
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condemn  Portuguese  ships,  detained  for  being  equipped  for 
slave  trade,  and  not  having  slaves  actually  on  hoaid  ;  and 
therefore,  until  that  act  came  into  operation  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  Her  Majesty's  vessels  could  not  detain  Portuguese 
slave  vessels,  until  they  had  actually  taken  their  slaves  on 
board ;  but  with  regard  to  Spanish  vessels,  the  treaty  of  1 835 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  gave  to  the  mixed  British 
and  Spanish  commission  a  power  to  condemn  slave  vessels 
under  the  Spanish  flag,  if  found  equipped  for  the  slave  trade, 
even  though  they  might  have  no  slaves  actually  on  board  ; 
and  during  the  period  v.-hich  has  elapsed  since  that  treaty 
has  been  in  operation,  Her  Majesty's  cruisers  have  taken, 
and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  85  Spanish  slavers  without 
slaves  on  board,  and  since  the  year  1835  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  have  detained  and  sent  in  for 
adjudication  14  Brazillian  vessels  without  slaves  on  board, 
and  only  two  with  slaves  on  board. 

You  will  see,  therefore,  from  these  facts,  that  the  writer 
of  the  paper  in  question  is  entirely  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  the  British  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa  look  to  profit 
instead  of  the  perfirmance  of  their  duty  ;  and  I  have  further 
to  state,  in  proof  of  the  zealous  activity  of  the  British  cruis- 
ers, that  all  the  slave  vessels  sent  in  for  adjudication  before 
any  of  the  mixed  commissions,  whether  in  Africa,  the  West 
Indies,  or  in  Brazil,  have  been  detained  and  sent  in  by  Bri- 
tish cruisers,  not  one  of  those  vessels  having  been  detained 
by  the  cruisers  or  any  of  the  other  contracting  parties  to  the 
treaties  under  the  stipulations  of  which  those  slave  vessels 
were  condemned. 

PALMERSTOX. 

A.  Stevenson,  Esq. 

Viscount  Palmersfon  to  J\[r.  Fox. 

Foreign  Office,  Dec.  ir,  1840. 

Sir — I  received  your  despatch,  of  the  1  st  of  April  last,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  wish  therein  expressed,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  Government,  to  be  furnished  with  docu- 
mentary evidence  touching  the  facts  disclosed  in  the  case  of 
the  United  States  slave  schooner  Rebecca,  I  directed  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  to  furnish  me  with  any  evidence 
in  their  possession  on  the  points  referred  to ;  and  I  now 
transmit  to  you,  for  communication  to  the  United  States 
Government,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners, enclosing  certified  copies  of  papers  connected 
with  the  case  of  the  vessels  abovementioned. 


H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  &c. 


PALMERSTON. 


Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  K'e\v  Jersey. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of 
Hudson  County,  lately  iield  at  Jersey  City  : 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  imprisonment  for  debt 
as  a  relic  of  barbarism,  and  the  legislative  act  authorizing 
the  same,  as  a  disgrace  and  stain  upon  our  statute  book. 

Resolved,  That,  as  by  one  of  the  articles  of  our  Consti- 
tution, power  was  delegated  to  Congress  to  pass  uniform 
lavps  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United 
States,  it  is  evident  that  the  framers  of  that  admirable  instru- 
ment had  in  view,  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  the  abolish- 
ment of  imprisonment  for  debt  throughout  every  section  of 
our  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  passage  of  the  Bankrupt  Law  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  peo- 
ple of  these  United  States,  through  their  representatives, 
have  expressed  a  decided  opinion,  that  imprisonment  for 
debt  is  subversive  of  their  true  interests,  and  ought  to  be 
abolished  in  this  land  of  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  as  all  men  who  are  engaged  in  business, 
of  whatever  kind  or  character,  are  liable  to  reverses  and  mis- 
fortunes  ;  and  as  every  State  that  has  protected  its  citizens, 
is  entitled  to  their  services,  we  regard  those  laws  which  are 
calculated  to  drive  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  our  borders, 
as  prejudicial  to  our  best  interests. 


Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  not  only  a  sin  against  hos- 
pitality, but  a  great  detriment  to  our  prosperity  as  a  free  and 
enlightened  people,  that  men  who  have  contracted  debts  in 
other  States,  where  they  cannot  be  held  to  bail,  should  be 
daily  watched  for  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  imprison- 
ed the  moment  they  land  upon  our  shores,  which  in  fact  en- 
circles our  state  v^ith  a  wall,  calculated  to  prevent  that  free- 
dom of  intercourse  with  the  sister  States  of  the  confederacy, 
so  essential  to  our  mutual  welfare. 

Resolved,  That  the  inequality  and  diversity  of  the  laws, 
in  the  several  States  of  the  Union  on  the  subject  of  impri- 
sonment for  debt,  clearly  militate  against  the  spirit  of  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  guarantees  the  same  privi- 
leges to  the  citizens  alike  of  all  the  States. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  an  insult  to  justice  and 
the  public  sympathy,  that  the  unfortunate  debtor  should  be 
placed  upon  a  par  with  the  convicted  criminal,  and  be  im- 
mured within  the  same  walls,  and  suffer  the  same  privations. 

Resolved,  That  we  disavow  the  doctrine,  that  a  man  who 
sells  another  his  goods  or  lends  his  money,  can  thereby  ob- 
tain the  power  of  restraining  the  personal  liberty  of  his 
debtor,  and  deprive  him  of  intercourse  with  his  family,  and 
of  the  society  of  his  friends. 

Resolved,  That  we  honor  the  proud  stand  taken  by  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New  York,  and  other 
States,  in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate  debtor,  and 
trust  that  New  Jersey,  whose  history  is  illustrious  for  her 
self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  great  interests  of  humanity, 
will  speedily  imitate  their  illustrious  example. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  among  the  first 
and  foremost  to  pour  out  her  best  blood  in  achieving  our 
glorious  independence,  ought  not  to  be  the  last  in  carrying 
out  in  practice  those  great  principles  of  freedom  and  equality, 
which  were  the  polar  star  that  guided  them  to  the  glorious 
result. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  all  honorable  means  to  effect 
the  contemplated  object  of  this  meeting. 

It  was  then  further  Resolved.  That  a  Committee  of  Thirty 
be  appointed  to  carry  out  the  views  of  this  meeting. 

,        [Jersej/  City  ./Advertiser. 


Tlic  Western  Railroad— Winter  Tariff. 

In  anticipation  of  the  opening  of  the  line  between  Bos- 
ton and  Albany  the  first  week  in  December,  the  Directors  of 
the  Western  and  Worcester  Railroads  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  scale  of  charges  for  the  winter  business : — 


£d  class. 


2 


1st  class. 

Between  Boston  and  Albany,  $5J 

Pittsfield,  4^^- 

Springfield,  3 

Albany  and  Worcester,    4} 

Springfield,    3  2 

«  Pittsfield,      H  1 

Merchandise  will  be  divided  into  four  classes. 
'I'he  first  class  comprising  silks,  spices,  teas,  cases  of  bon- 
nets, fine  goods,  hats,  shoes,  &c.  taken  through  at  50  cents 
per  100  lbs. 

The  second  class  comprising  butter,  cheese,  groceries, 
hides,  leather,  hams,  cotton,  domestics,  (carried  through)  for 
40  cents  per  100  lbs. 

The  third  class,  pork,  and  fresh  meat  in  bulk,  lime,  mar- 
ble, plaster,  pig  iron,  lumber,  salt,  grain,  roots,  (carried 
through)  for  32^  cents  per  100  lbs. 

The  fourth  class,  flour,  taken  through  for  50  cents  per 
barrel. 

The  charges  will  be  as  follows,  on — 

1st  class.     2d.       3d.       4th. 
Boston  &  Albany,  for  100  lbs.  50  cts.  10  cts.  32^  cts.  25  c. 
Pittsfield  "        40         30         24  i         25 

Springfield        "        2  7i       22^       16i         22^ 
Albany  &  Worcester        "        40         30'      24^         25 
Springfield      "        27^^       22i      16i         22^ 
Pittsfield  "         15  12         10  15 

[Boston  Transcript. 


1841.] 


MISCELLAx\EOUS. 


343 


Zniportaut   Znvcution* 

A  most  invaluable  invention  for  the  saving  of  labor,  and 
the  cheapening  of  the  coat  of  manufacturing  ^emp,  has  been 
made  by  Andrew  Caldwell,  of  Lexington,  Ky.  It  is  in  full 
operation  in  that  city,  and  in  the  manufacture  of  bagging 
takes  the  raw  material  through  all  the  processes  of  hackling, 
spinning  and  weaving.  The  machinery  is  very  simple  ;  and 
the  Lexington  Observer  says:  "  Mr.  Caldwell  informs  us 
that  he  is  enabled  to  manufacture  bagging  at  a  cost  of  three 
cents,  at  the  highest  per  yard,  which  is  a  saving  o(  (rom  five 
to  si.r  cents  over  the  old  mode  of  making  the  article.  This 
includes  the  whole  cost  of  running  the  machinery,  hire  of 
hands,  &c.  Should  he  be  right  in  his  calculation,  which 
wc  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  then  is  his  invention  vastly  su- 
perior, not  oidy  to  the  old  mode,  but  to  all  others  that  have 
been  tried.  \Ve  ourself  timed  the  loom,  and  it  wove  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  yards  an  hour  ;  manufacturers  can,  therefore, 
form  an  idea  of  the  difference  between  this  and  the  old  mode. 
At  the  rate  of  weaving  which  we  witnessed,  putting  the 
working  time  at  12  hours,  360  yards  of  bagging  a  day  is  the 
result.  It  certainly  would  be  a  fair  estimate  to  place  the 
quantity  at  250  yards  a  day — when  this  is  compared  with 
the  old  method  of  manufacture,  by  which  one  loom  is  only 
enabled  to  produce  from  40  to  50  yards  a  day,  the  difference 
is  indeed  striking.  According  to  this  method,  ten  hands  are 
said  to  be  equal  to  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  in  the  old 
mode." — St,  Louis  Era. 


Tlic  Bi-  Ivlouud. 


Every  one  who  knows  St.  Louis  knows  of  the  large 
mounds  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  and  the  speculations 
which  have,  at  various  times  been  entertained  of  how  they 
were  formed  and  for  what  purpose.  On  Sunday  last  some 
discoveries  were  made  in  the  Big  Mound  which  seem  to 
leave  no  doubt  that  it  is  an  artificial  formation,  repository 
for  the  dead,  and  of  much  more  recent  formation  than  has 
generally  been  supposed.  The  discoveries  were  made  in 
this  manner : 

The  side  of  the  Mound  where  the  path  led  up  to  the  top, 
had  been  washed,  and  exposed  parts  of  a  coffin.  Some  gentle- 
men passing  observed  it  and  went  to  work  to  dig  it  out. — 
This  they  did,  and  laid  bare  a  colRn  of  large  size  containing 
the  decayed  remains  of  a  large  person.  The  coffin  was  a 
box  made  of  cypress  wood,  wider  at  the  head  than  the  foot, 
flat  lid,  and  put  together  with  cut  nails ;  ihe  lid  screwed  on 
with  ordinary  iron  screws.  We  have  seen  a  portion  of  the 
coffin  containing  one  of  the  screws.  We  mention  this  to 
show  that  the  burial  was  of  much  more  recent  date  than  has 
been  generally  supposed,  and  the  formation  of  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  this  mound  has  been  made  since  the  introduction  of 
European  manufactures  into  the  country,  yet  there  remains 
no  tradition  or  history  of  the  time  when  or  by  whom  they 
were  made. 

The  coffin  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  mound  and  had 
been  buried  several  feet  below  the  surface,  as  the  foot  of  it, 
notwithstanding  the  washing  away  of  the  earth  from  the  top 
was  at  least  two  feet  below  the  surface.  It  had  been  laid  in 
a  horizontal  position  ;  the  head  to  the  South  and  the  feet  to 
tlie  North. 

The  body  was  greatly  decayed,  the  head  entirely  gone,  (it 
is  supposed  the  head  had  not  been  buried  with  the  body,) 
and  the  only  bones  which  remained  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
preservation,  were  of  the  legs  and  arms.  It  had  been  wrapped 
in  a  blanket  of  European  manufacture,  portions  of  which  re- 
mained undcstroyed  by  the  decay,  and  which  we  have  seen, 
but  much  the  larger  portions  were  destroyed.  By  the  left 
hand  was  a  quantity  of  vermillion,  which  it  was  supposed 
had  been  placed  in  the  hand  of  the  corpse.  On  the  bones 
of  one  of  the  wrists  were  two  steel  bracelets,  very  much 
eaten  by  the  rust ;  the  largest  appeared  to  have  been  cover- 
ed with  characters,  but  was  so  corroded  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  decipher  them.  In  the  coffin  was  also  found  the 
queue  or  hair,  about  a  foot  long  and  plaited,  and  besmeared 
with  vermillion  paint. 

These  are  the  particulars,  so  far  as  we  have  heard  ihcm, 
of  the  discoveries  made  in  this  instance  ;  a  further  examina- 


tion would  doubtless  lay  bare  many  more  subjects  for  specu- 
lation and  wonder.  The  person  buried  was  evidently  an 
Indian,  but  the  head  being  gone  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
tell  to  what  tribe  he  may  have  belonged.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, from  all  the  facts  found,  that  this  body  has  been  inter- 
red within  a  period  even  short  of  the  foundation  of  St.  Louis; 
and  from  the  appearance  of  the  wood  of  the  cofiin  and  the 
other  materials  found,  it  might  have  been  within  the  re- 
membrance of  some  of  the  old  citizens.  At  all  events,  it  is 
a  subject  of  interest  to  the  curious,  and  may  lead  to  more 
important  discoveries  as  to  the  origin  and  manner  of  form- 
ing these  and  other  mounds  which  abound  in  the  \\  est  and 
by  whom  they  were  erected. 

Pert  of  l<aiicaster« 

The  arrival  of  the  steamboat  "  Edward  Coleman,"  at 
Lancaster,  is  thus  announced  in  the  papers  of  that  city. — 
The  incident  may  well  cause  exultation,  as  it  forms  a  new 
and  important  era  in  the  prosperity  of  that  city. 

Port  of  Lancaster, 

.Ifrivul  of  a  Steamboat  on  the  Conestoja  ! — Huzza, 

We  find  the  following  gratifying  intelligence  in  the  "  In- 
telligencer" of  yesterday: 

The  Steamboat  "  Edward  Coleinaii,"  arrived  yesterday 
at  12  o'clock,  from  Philadelphia,  via  the  Susquehanna  Canal 
and  Conestoga  Slackwater  Navigation,  and  is  now  lying  at 
Graeff's  Landing !  So  that  our  ancient  city  is  at  last  a 
I'ort  of  Entry  !  The  genius  of  her  native  son,  Fulton,  is 
about  to  be  felt  practically  within  her  own  borders  ! 

We  learn  that  the  '•  Edward  Coleman"  is  a  very  excellent 
boat,  and  has  already  towed  several  craft  across  the  dam,  at 
"  the  mouth,"  now  very  nearly  complete — performing  her 
trips  with  perfect  ease  and  great  despatch.  This  too  was 
done,  let  it  be  remarked,  when  the  dam  was  in  an  unfinish- 
ed state.  We  record  this  as  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  our 
city. 

The  Steamboat  Troj*. 

This  noble  vessel  on  Thursday  made  her  last  I  rip  for  the 
season,  and  the  feeling  manifested  at  the  various  landings 
upon  her  approach  and  departure  for  the  last  time,  evidenced" 
her  well  earned  popularity.  The  performance  of  the  Troy 
has  certainly  been  more  satisfactory  than  ordinarily  occurs 
with  boats  that  are  compelled  to  run  day  after  day  through- 
out the  season.  She  has  made  170  successive  passages  be- 
tween New  York  and  Troy,  a  distance  of  160  miles,  each 
passage  averaging  about  ten  hours,  excluding  the  time  lost 
in  making  the  landings.  In  70  days  and  20  hours  she  has 
traversed  more  than  the  circumference  of  the  earth,  having 
in  that  time  accomplished  a  distance  of  27,200  miles,  antt 
that  too  without  accident,  delay  or  injury  to  passengers,  en- 
gine or  boat,  showing  that  speed  is  not  incompatible  v\ith 
comfort,  convenience  and  safety ;  and  that  for  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  these,  it  is  only  necessary,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
"  Troy,"  to  give  the  travelling  public  a  well  modelled  boat, 
gentlemanly  officers,  civil  and  obliging  crew,  a  prudent  and 
skilful  engineer,  and  a  pair  of  engines  prepared  to  do  the 
work  required  of  them. — [J\\  Y.  Courier,  J\'ov.  27. 


Sli.ecx>  Husbandry, 

According  to  the  best  calculations,  there  are  34,000,000 
sheep  in  the  L^nion.  This  is  an  increase  of  about  5,000,000 
within  the  three  last  years.  These  are  worth  at  a  fair  cal- 
culation ^70,000,000.  About  one- fifth  of  all  these,  arc 
found  in  the  single  State  of  New  York.  'J'hese  sheep,  at 
three  sheep  to  the  acre,  would  require  i  1,000,000  acres  for 
their  keep,  worth  $12  per  acre,  making  the  amount  of  132,- 
000,000  invested  in  lands. 

Aggregate  amount  invested  in  sheep  husbandry  in  the 
United  States  is — 

In  sheep $  68,000,000 

Inland 132,000,00  J 


§200,''00,000 
The  annual  crop  of  wool  is  estimated  at  90,000,000  Iba. 
and  worlh  nearly  $40,0u0,000, —  Cultivator. 
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Statement  exhibiting'  the  number  of  American  and  foreign  vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  into 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3iJth  September,  1840. 


ENTEHED, 


FROM 


Russia 

Prussia 

Sweden 

Swedish  West  Indies. . . . 

Denmarii 

Danish  West  Indies 

Holland 

Dutch  Eflst  Indies 

Dutch  West  Indies 

Dutcli  Guiana 

Belgium 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Gibraltar 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  . . . . 

British  East  Indies 

British  West  Indies 

British  Honduras 

British  Guiana 

Canada 

New  Brunswick,  &c 

Australia 

British  African  ports 

Hanse  Towns 

France  on  the  Atlantic  . . 
France  on  the  Mediter'n. 

French  West  Indies 

French  Guiana 

Hayti 

Spain  on  the  Atlantic  . . . 
Spain  on  the  Mediterra'n. 
Tcnerifl'e  and  other  Can's 
Manilla  &  Philippine  isds. 

Cuba 

Porto  Rico 

Portugal 

Madeira 

Fayal  and  the  other  Azores 
Cape  de  Verd  islands. . . . 

Italy 

Sicily 

Trieste 

Tuikey 

Morocco  &  Barbary  States 

Texas 

Mexico 

Venezuela 

New  Grenada 

Central  America 

Brazil 

Cisplatine  Republic 

Chili 

Peru 

China 

Asia,  generally 

Africa,  generally 

Arabia 

South  Seas 

Atlantic  Ocean 

North-west  coast  America 
Uncertain  ports 


AMEniCAX. 


No. 


51 

3 

23 

16 


187 

53 

7 

50 

35 

29 

760 

25 

3 

10 

1 

1 

4 

25 

388 

27 

10 

1,701 

537 

6 

1 

43 

242 

27 

96 

21 

166 

53 

86 

16 

10 

1,171 

259 

47 

14 

7 

2 

35 

72 

13 

22 

1 

200 

106 

103 

9 

4 

153 

26 

13 

4 

35 

12 

34 


150 
4 
1 
1 


Total ....7,211  1.576,046170,011  2,993 


Tons. 


15,724 

536 

7,145 

1,655 

28,375 

15,133 

2,364 

7,820 

6,214 

9,435 

368,772 

8,729 

965 

2,155 

145 

257 

922 

9,715 

54,899 

3,943 

1,298 

300,939 

72,210 

1,868 

143 

12,717 

106,720 

7,187 

13,757 

3,177 

21,193 

18,604 

16,843 

2,642 

3,570 

174,920 

40,822 

14,039 

2,470 

1,211 

384 

8,363 

17,622 

3,025 

5,443 

145 

36,152 

14,733 

13,605 

1,G22 

446 

32,588 

6,680 

4,862 

1,137 

14,771 

3,462 

6,156 

43,184 
878 
308 
147 


Cretvs. 


Men.  Boys, 


624 
25 

273 
83 

1,293 

590 

105 

352 

291 

356 

13,323 

317 

41 

86 

7 

23 

56 

386 

2,633 

171 

64 

16,065 

3,226 

123 

7 

485 

3,894 

285 

644 

152 

944 

673 

695 

115 

154 

8,260 

1,829 

521 

122 

55 

17 

340 

706 

120 

212 

6 

1,553 

761 

670 

66 

21 

1,415 

271 

212 

59 

584 

154 

303 

3,090 

82 

14 

7 


18 
2 
6 
1 

13 
11 
9 
4 
1 
8 
202 
5 
2 
1 


2 
22 
38 


1,994 

83 

3 

1 
18 

1 
14 

3 
23 
23 
14 

4 

6 

219 

35 

11 

1 


9 
16 
6 
7 
1 

2 
8 


37 
21 

4 

9 

11 
12 

45 

2 


EOnEIG>'. 


Total  American  and  Foreign. 


No. 


11 
40 

1 

11 

18 

1 

9 

2 

249 

29 

28 


211 
10 
22 

1,39! 

2,041 

1 

119 

74 

19 

21 

7; 
1 

17 
2 

91 

5 

10 


6 

20 

7| 
3 

1 

12 

29 

7 

4 

22 
1 


Tons. 


2,820 

10,899 

286 

1,412 

3,986 

370 

893 

582 

128,001 

12,865 

11,922 

510 


29,294 

1,353 

5,288 

234,522 

153,425 

205 

38,177 

21,337 

4,555 

5,303 

967 

223 

2,569 

473 

14,776 

713 

2,365 


1,436 

4,578 

1,842 

800 

121 

961 

3,709 

1,173 

732 

5,578 
161 


Crews. 


Men.  Boys 


771 
320 


90 


4,571  712,363 


43 

47 


40,980 


No. 


Crews. 


Tons. 


121 

485  i 

■■12; 

84 

178  I 

14 

70 

23 

5,164 

516 

438 

20 


1,756 
71 

262 

17,135 

9,005 

11 

1,595 

1,023 

219 

256 

59 

18 

ISO 

26 

905 

39 

100 


74 

213 

74 

33 

8 

65 

290 

58 

33 

239 

14 


1 

4' 

5 


102 
17 
33 


37 

7 
1.38 
328  ^ 


23 

12 

3 

12 


746 


62 

3 

63 

16 

1 

198 

71 

8 

59 

35 

31 

1,009 

54 

31 

10 

1 

2 

4 

25 

609 

37 

32 

3,092 

2,578 

6 

2 

162 

316 

46 

117 

21 

173 

54 

103 

18 

10 

1,262 

264 

57 

14 

7 

2 

41 

92 

20 

25 

2 

212 

135 

110 

13 

4 

175 

27 

13 

4 

35 

12 

39 

1 

150 

4 

1 

2 


j  Men.  Boys 


18,544, 
536, 
18,044 
1,655' 
286, 
29,787: 
19,119 
2,734; 
8,713, 
6,214' 
10,017; 
496,773; 
21,594: 
12,887 
2,155 
145 
767 
922 
9,715 
84,193 
5,296 
6,586 
535,46 1: 
225,635 1 
1,868 
348', 
50,894, 
12S,057j 
11,742 1 
19,060, 
3,177, 
22,160 
18,8271 
19,412 
3,115; 
3,570 1 
189,696j 
41,535; 
16,4041 
2,470; 
l,211i 
384 
9,799 
22,200 
4,867 
6,243 
266 
37,113 
18,442 
14,778 
2,354 
446 
38,166 
6,841 
4,862 
1,137 
14,771 
3,462 
6,927 
320 
43,184 
8781 
308 
237 


745 

25 

758 

83 

12 

1,377 

768 

119 

422 

291 

379 

18,487 

833 

479 

86 

7 

43 

56 

386 

4,389 

242 

326 

33,200 

12,231 

123 

18 

2,080 

4,917 

504 

900 

152 

1,003 

691 

875 

141 

154 

9,165 

1,868 

621 

122 

55 

17 

414 

919 

194 

245 

14 

1,618 

1,051 

728 

99 

21 

1,654 

285 

212 

59 

584 

154 

346 

47 

3,090 

82 

14 

11 


11,782  2,289,309:110,991 


18 

2 

10 

1 

1 

17 

16 

9 

4 

1 

8 

304 

22 

35 

1 


22 
75 

7 

2,132 

411 

3 

24 

30 

4 

26 

3 

23 

23 

16 

4 

6 

222 

35 

11 

1 

3 

2 

13 

21 

6 

8 

3 


39 

21 
4 

9 
11 
13 

45 

2 


3,739 
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Statemrnt  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and  foreign  vessels,  tvith  their  tonnage  and  crews,  yvhith  cleared  from 
tlie  Umted  !itates  for  foreign  countries,  daring  the  year  ending  September  30,  1840. 


CLKARDI!. 


AMEUlCAJf. 


Russia. .  i 

Prussia 

Svvetlcn. 

Swedish  West  Indies 

Denmark 

Danish  West  Indies 

Holland 

Dutch  East  Indies 
Dutch  West  Indies 

Dutch  Guiana 

Belgiuui 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Gibraltar 

Malta 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 
British  East  Iiidic; 
British  West  Indies 
British  Honduras 
British  Guiana 

Canada 

New  Brunswick,  &c. 

Australia 

British  African  ports . 
Hanse  Town 
France  on  the  Atlantic  . 
France  on  the  Mediter'ri 
French  West  Indies  . . . 
French  Guiana 

Hayti 

Bourbon 

Spain  on  the  Atlantic  . . . 

Spain  on  the  Mediter'n  . . 

Tenerilfe  and  other  Can'si 

Manilla  &  Philippine  is'ds 

Cuba..... 

Porto  Rico 

Portugal 

Madeira 

Fayal  and  other  Azores 

Cape  de  Vsrd  islands. . 

Italy 

Sicily 

Trieste 

Turkey 

Texas 

Mexico 

Venezuela 

New  Grenada 

Central  America 

Brazil 

Cisplatinc  Republic 

Chili 

Peru 

S.  America,  generally 

China 

Europe,  generally 

Asia,  generally 

Africa,  generally 

Arabia 

W.  Indies,  generally 

South  Seas 

Atlantic  Ocean 

North-west  coast  .America 

Uncertain  ports 

Total 


Men. 

Boys 

257 

.... 

i-l 

1 

42 

•  •  •  • 

116 

O 

IG 



1,409 

20 

1,306 

4 

86 

1 

1S7 

•  •  •  • 

273 

1 

756 

11 

14,224 

124 

414 

o 

102 



507 

4 

21 

•  •  •  • 

29 



247 


1 

57 


6 

25 

1 

6 

8 

4S 

1 

11 


239 
26 


136 

9 

13 

1,362 

2,168 
1 

135 
71 
16 

7 


FOREIGV. 


Toris. 


Cre-a 


Tatnl  Jlrherican  and  Foreign. 


Men.  [Boys, 


No. 


477, 
1,5771 
5,936j 

139' 

1,353 1 

1,197, 

11,929; 

485 
1,153 


27 
65 

266 

8 

57 

79 

512 
26 
98 


7,667,   310 

129,213  5,121 

10,433'   431 

35l|    15 
877;    59 


160 

13,364 

1,708 

1,233 

237,424 

164,381 

23^^ 

42,324 

21,507 

3,902 

1,255 


14 

2,818 

1 

242 

5 

1,374 

5 

1,045 

2 

368 

n 

1,004 

94 
102 

17,022 

9,722 

14 

1.785; 

1,029  I 

199  j 

67  1 


3 

103 

10 


1 
144 

74 


24 
11 


15,679 
9.52 

587 


4  946 

13  2,602 

14  3,176 
20  6,081 


10  530 

29  3,025 

4  920 

5  882 


d\      1,764 
I    230 


900 
320j 

1,769 


148 

17 

64 

66 

30 

951 

4 

64' 

3 

25 



49 



149 

I 

172 

.... 

261 

.... 

40 

48 
55 

^4' 


59 

47 

125 


24 
8 
28 
19 
8 
195 
155 
7 
39 
31 
89 
1,037 
60 
8 
CO 
2 
3 
17 
678 
46 
56 
3,067 
2,648 
6 
2 
192 
390 
71 
191 
13 
178 
1 
28 
18 

2 

1,320 

150 

22 

23 

6 

14 

47 

18 

65 

11 

240 

126 

72 

II 

5 

179 

34 

or* 

3 

I ; 

7 
1 

9 

45 
1 

154 
1691 

25! 

Ij 
1  I 


Tons. 


Cre^ 


Men.  1  Boys 


6,495' 

2,0831 

7,054 

2,342^ 

1,676 

28,897 

43,676 

2,313' 

4,943 

5,729 

27,174 

517,725 

21,232 

3.083 

12,1891 

449' 

810j 

5,742 

91,588; 

6,756^ 

7,532i 

533,325 

225,553 

1,600: 

312; 

60,173' 

160,097: 
18,440 

26,867 
1,925, 

23,481 

242 

6,965l 

3,620l 

1,081 

809 

208.227J 

23,511 ' 
4,438' 
3,963' 
1,089; 
3.208' 

10,673' 
4,182 

17,909 
2,187' 

41,707 

16,373 

icr,306! 

i;8^2' 

721 

35,953 

8,427 

7,414 

667 

262 
3.360 

196 
2.787 
8,033 

320, 

18,872 

48.429 

4,096 

100 

175' 


284! 

308 

124' 

73' 

1,488J 

1,813 

112 

285I 

273 

1,066 

19,345 

845 

117 

566 

21 

40 

247, 

4,923! 

121j  .... 

413,    6 

32,607  2,139 


7 

20 

7 

1 

1 

14 

227 

12 


1 

79 


12,492 

92 

18 

2,,505 

6,223 

781 

1,316 

95 

1,209 

294I 

188 

66- 

30! 

10,279, 

i,i.5o; 

202 

193' 

6'5 

150' 

485! 

217 

753 

105 

1,952 

1,074 

562 

105 

37 

1,729 

362 

326' 

34 

1  I 

'  149 

9 

136 

412 

17 

1,043 

3.785 

444: 


134 


35 
38 
3 
9 
3 
3 


3 
i35 

18 
1 


I 

i-i'l 
1 
7 


20 
3 


'^ 


3 

10 

5 

268 
64 

I 


■^'17.009  75.445  3.00:^  ;4,o93  rOfi.-fafi  4n,«sfi  412  I'-'.Ififi' r.n5.n.40;-.  ri6.33l'.TlTs 
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S  T  A  T  E  M  S::  N  T 

ExJdbitin^^  the  numhei,  tonnage,  cmva,  and  national  cliarncter  of  the  forpign  vesseli  that  entered  into,  and  cleared 
from,  the  United  ''States,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  tSepten.-her,  1840, 

FOKEIGX. 


KNTKREn. 


FLAG. 


No. 


Tons. 


Crews. 


Men. 


Boys. 


47 

128 

18 

14 

34,651 

10 

209 

198 

1,501 

18 

1 ,760 

21 

140 

iO 

33 

68 

C2 

21 

96 

186 

1,032 

669 

25 

11 

52 


669 

1 
3 

27 

26 


No. 


Arabian 1  i            320                47     I    ....                1 

Austrian 10  ,         3,057              128     !         1    ;          li 

Belgian 3  480 

Brazilian 3  293 

British 4,024  582,424 

Colombian 1  126 

Danish 26  i        -1289 

Dutch 22  ■         3,629 

French. •■•  113  i       3^,701 

Hanove.ian 3  ;           650 

Hansealic '  134  41,874 

Haylien... 3  352 

Mexican 10  1,554 

Neapolitan J  210 

Neu- GrenaJian 4  733 

Norwegian 6  !,5SS 

Frussian 7  1,394 

Russian 2  323 

Sardinian 9  1,975 

Sicilian 16  3,452 

Spanish 101  15.927 

Swedish 55  15,376 

Texian 5  249 

Unregistered 1  275 

Venezuelati 7  1,195 

Total 4,571  712,363   40,980  :  746    4,583 


3,987 
3 

33 

23 

108 

3 

141 

4 

24 
2 
5 
7 
7 
4 
8 

18 
103 

60 
5 
6 
G 


CLKAUEI). 


320 
4,145 

479 

441 
563,735 

248 

5,886 

3,437 

29,553 

722 
44,772 

632 
2,r37 

457 

883 
1.954 
1,659 
1,188 
1,396 
4,068 
16,768 
19,067 

238 
1,064 
1,237 


Cre-ici 


Men. 


47 

169 

20 

30 

33,828 

20 

299 

208 

1,468 

25 

1.930 

36 

215 

24 

52 

80 

75 

55 

88 

215 

1,082 

785 

)9 

53 

63 


706,486   40,886    413 


Bovs. 


362 

5 

11 

24 


5 

2 


TnEisciiY  Depaktmest,  Register's  OJice,  JMay  29,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 


Slioe  StatisJics. 

A  Lynn  shoemaker,  writing  in  the  Hoston  Atlas,  gives 
eomc  interesting  facts,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  shoes 
and  boots  imported  from  France.  The  quantity:  of  boots 
fairly  entered  from  France,  last  year,  was  16,843  pairs,  be- 
eides  those  from  other  countries,  which  is  an  increase  of  six- 
teen hundred  per  cent,  in  eight  years;  and  the  custom  is 
daily  becoming  more  common,  for  gentlemen  to  send  out 
their  measure,  and  order  directly  from  the  manufacturer. 
Owing  to  this,  Forr's  boots  are  now  as  weW  known  in  New 
York  and  Boston  as  in  Paris. 

Of  ladies'  ahoes,  the  quantity  insported  last  year  was  72,432 
pairs,  whic!»  is  an  increase  of  more  than  four  hundred  per 
cent.,  in  eight  years.  In  this,  we  make  no  calculation  for 
thope  brought  into  ihc  country  in  other  wavs  th;in  through 
the  custom-house,  which,  as  they  are  not  hulk\',  is  no  doubt 
very  hr^r.— Jotirrial  ^f  Commerce, 


to  correspond  with  its  length — the  blocks  then  go  through 
the  splitting  operation  by  which  they  are  converted  into  pegs 
of  any  desirable  size — the  pegs  then  undergo  the  drying 
process,  in  summer  by  sun.  in  winter  or  wet  weather  by  the 
use  of  a  furnace — they  are  then  put  into  a  revolving  cylinder, 
where  they  are  turned  over  and  over  for  the  purpose  of 
polishing,  and  faially  come  out  into  a  box  like  a  miller's 
rneal  trough,  from  which  they  arc  packed  into  sacks  contain- 
ing from  half  a  bushel  to  tvA'o  or  three  bushels  each,  and  be- 
ing marked  and  numbered,  arc  ready  for  market.  These 
pegs  are  a  source  of  revenue  to  our  community,  drawing  a 
j)ro(it  from  our  forests,  of  which  we  had  no  conception  until 
vvc  witnessed  the  operation.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  sec 
Messers'  big  teams  loaded  with  pegs  from  the  Meredith 
Bridge  manulaclory.  The  price  of  the  pegs  varies  according 
to  their  size  and  quality,  averaging,  perhaps,  a  little  more 
than  two  dollars  to  the  bushel. 


SJioc  Pegs. 

A  paper  recently  c:itablis!icd  at  Meredith,  N.  XL,  called 
the  Belknap  County  Gazette,  describe.-;  a  manufactory  of 
nhoc  pegs  in  that  jilacc,  as  follows: 

We  found  it  in  a  full  operation,  and  were  giatilied  to  sec 
its  wonderful  simplicity,  and  a.'^tonishing  rapidity  with  which 
•.:o.7.i  i3  converted  into  p;'gs.  The  log'^  of  birch  wood,  from 
MIX  to  twelve  or  fifteen  inrhe.';  in  dianiftor,  are  taken  into  tlie 
mill  and  cut  off  by  a  circular  saw  for  the  length  of  the  peg 
for  which  they  are  intended.  The  blocks  tlien  go  through 
:i  planing  protTss  by  wliirJi  they  are  made  ])rrfccil>'  smooth; 
ihcv  arc  tlirii  (.-irrcinj  or  markril  ojl'  fir   ibc    ,-:;/r-  .jf  the   pc;; 


D<  atU  in  tSic  Pulpit, 

On  Sunday  last,  the  Reverend  Frederick  Tuckerman,  of 
J'oughkecpsie,  (N.  Y.)  wliile  engaged  in  preaching  to  a 
congregation  at  Mancl)ester,  fell  down  in  the  pulpit  and  im- 
mediately expired.  He  had  complained  in  the  morning  of 
feeling  unwell,  and  stated  to  his  hearers  that  he  did  not  know 
v.'hether  he  should  be  able  to  speak  long,  for  he  felt  strangely. 
Soon  after  talking  his  te  .  t  and  opening  his  discourse  ho  faint- 
ed, and  nlmo.'it  immediately  breathed  his  last.  His  disease 
\va>i  jirohably  one  of  the  heart.  Mr.  T.  was  formerly  a 
preacher  among  the  Methodists,  but  for  several  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  Frcsbytcriau  denomination.  He 
\''-i-;  7'J  veav,-;  old. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  .sTA  IE  OF  TENNESSEE. 
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R  E  P  O  fii  T 

Of  the  Sect'dtarij  of  State,  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  In- 
tcni'd  Improvement  Companies,  in  -whidi  the  Slate  is 
interested. 

Sf.ciiktahv  ok  Statk's  Office,  7 
October  21,  1841.      5 

To  the  Honorable  Speaker  '/f  the 

I/onse  of  Represenlativcs  : 

Sir : — In  obeJience  to  two  resolutions  aJopteJ  by  your 
honorable  body  on  the  15tli  instant,  containing  several  sub- 
jects of  inquiry  in  relation  to  internal  improvement  compa- 
nies, in  which  the  State  is  interested,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  tlie  following  report  : 

In  answer  to  the  first  subject  of  inquiry  wliich  requires 
rne  to  show  the  amount  subscribed  by  the  State,  and  the 
amount  of  State  Bonds  issued  by  the  Governor  to  each  in- 
ternal improvement  company,  with  the  aggregates  in  both 
cases?,  I  beg  leave  to  present  the  annexed  table  marked  A, 
which  gives  the  informrition  desired,  willi  the  date  of  the 
charters  of  each  compnny. 

The  answer  to  tlie  second  subject  of  inquii  v  which  re- 
quires me  to  separate  and  distinj^uisli  iho  amount  subscribed 
by  the  State,  and  the  amount  of  State  Bonds  issued  to  com- 
panies in  eacli  of  the  three  grand  divisions  of  the  Slate,  rtill 
be  found  in  the  three  annexed  tables  marked  D,  C  d;  D. 

From  the  tables  referred  to,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
amount  subscribed  by  the  State  to  intern;;l  iniprovement 
companies,  is  three  millions,  sixteen  tliousand,  six  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars,  sixty-six  cents,  and  the  ti^tai  amount  of 
State  Bonds  issued  is  one  miiliun,  live  hundred  and  sixteen 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents ;  tlic  total  amount  subscribed  by  tlie  State  to  compa- 
nies iu  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  State  is  one  million,  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  total  amount  of  State 
Bonds  issued  to  the  same,  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
thousand  dollars. 

The  total  amoinit  subscribed  by  the  State  to  companies 
in  the  Middle  Division  of  the  State,  is  one  million,  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  dollars,  and  sixty-six  cents,  and  the  total  amount 
of  State  Bonds  issued  to  the  same,  is  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  six- 
ty-six cents;  the  total  amount  subscribed  by  the  State  to 
companies  in  the  Western  Division  of  tlie  State  is,  three 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  tliousand,  Cv.e  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  total  amount  of  State  Bonds  issued  to  the  same  is,  two 
hundred  and  forty-seven  tliousand,  seven  hundred  and  lifty 
dollars. 

I  have  not  included  in  tlie  above  estimates,  three  Iiundred 
thousand  dollars  in  Hiver  bonds,  which  were  issueil  on  the 
2d  day  of  July,  1339,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which 
were  set  apart  for  the  improvement  of  the  rivers  in  each  of 
the  three  grand  divisions  of  the  State.  These  bonds  have 
not  been  approprialed,  but  still  remain  in  t'.ie  Bank  of  Ten- 
nessee, (with  the  interest  which  has  accrued  upon  them,) 
subject  to  such  legislative  action  as  may  be  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  them. 

In  answer  to  the  t'.iird  subject  of  inquiry,  which  requires 
me  to  give  such  intbrmation  as  may  be  in  my  power,  ^js  to 
the  progress  making  by  each  company  :  I  have  to  state  that 
the  State  has  granted  charters  to  twenty-cigiit  companies  ; 
of  this  number,  tv,^enty-four  have  commenced  the  construc- 
tion of  the  roads  contemplated  by  their  charters,  and  hive 
received  the  bonds  of  the  State,  in  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
State  su!)scriplioii. 

The  following  six  companies,  viz :  the  iVashvillc,  Mur- 
fri'esborjugh  and  Shelby  viile,  the  Gallatin,  the  Lebanon  and 
Nashville,  the  Clarksville  and  Russellville,  the  Franklin  uiid 
Columbia,  and  the  Nashville  and  ('harlotte  Turnpike  Com- 
panies, have  completed  the  construction  of  their  respective 
roads,  and  toll  gates  have  been  erected  in  conformity  with 
the  charters. 

The  three  following  co.mpanieSj  viz  :  the  Columbia,  Pu- 


laski, Elkton  and  .\labama.  the  Nolensvillc,  and  the  Nash- 
ville and  Kentucky  Turnpike  (^^ompanies,  are  progressing 
rapidly,  and  will  finish  their  respective  roads  during  the  eit- 
suing  winter  or  spring. 

The  five  following  companies,  viz:  The  Lebanon  and 
Sparta,  the  Columbia  Central,  the  Cumberland  and  Stones' 
River,  the  Fulton,  and  the  Gallatin  and  Cumlierland  Turn- 
pike Companies,  are  progressing  with  their  roads,  and  will 
most  probably  complete  them  during  the  next  year. 

The  JefTcrson  Turnpike  Company,  have,  it  is  believed, 
been  compelled  to  suspend  their  work,  on  account  of  a  law- 
suit now  pending  between  that  Company  and  the  State.-- 
So  soon  as  the  cause  of  suspension  is  removed,  the  road  no 
doubt  will  be  completed  in  a  short  time. 

The  two  following  companie.-,  viz:  the  Chdmber3  and 
Purdy,  and  the  Pelham  and  Jasper  Turnpike  Companies, 
were  both  chartered  in  the  year  !S38,  and  both  during  thnt 
and  the  ensuing  year  received  honda  from  the  State,  iha 
former  the  whole  amount  of  the  State's  subscription  :  botli 
the  works,  if  they  ever  have  been  commenced,  are  in  a  sus- 
pended stale,  and  there  is  not  much  reason  to  believe  that 
ihey  will  ever  be  otliciwise. 

I  am  without  any  information  as  to  the  i^ituation  of  the 
following  tour  companies,  viz :  the  Harpeih,  the  Forked  Deer, 
ilic  Big  Htlchie,  and  (lie  Ashport  Turnpike  Companies. 

The  three  following  companies,  viz:  ihe  Fayettcville  and 
Shelbyville,  tlie  Livin5;yion,  and  the  Harpctli  and  Farming- 
ton  Turnpike  Comp.inies,  have  not,  as  yet,  commenced  their 
works,  and  it  is  thouijht  never  will.  To  the  first  named  cf 
these  companies,  the  Governor  issueil  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars in  bonus,  in  November,  1833,  the  bonds  are  still  in  the 
Bank  of  'I'enncssce,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  order  of  the 
company. 

The  Alurfreesborough,  Manchester  and  Winchester  Turn- 
pike Company,  have  not,  as  yet,  commenced  their  work,  but 
will,  I  am  informed,  do  so  in  a  sliort  tin;?. 

The  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston  Railroad  Com- 
panj',  have  abandoned  their  work,  so  far  as  Tennessee 
is  concerned,  and  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  retura 
to  t!ie  State  the  bonds  !iereti)Ibre  issued  upon  certain  con- 
ditions. 

The  Hiwassee  R.'.ilroad  is  believed  to  be  in  progress  ;  the 
last  issue  of  State  Bonds  was  made  in  May  b.<t.  upon  a  re- 
port made  by  (Jommisrioners,  under  the  act  o(  the  25th  of 
Januar;,',  1843,  showing  a  strict  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  up  to  that  period. 

As  to  the  progre.^3  making  by  the  Lagrange  and  Mein- 
phi.s  Railroad  Company,  I  am  uninformed. 

In  answer  to  the  fourtli  subject  of  inquiry,  which  requires 
me  to  state  the  amount  oi'  the  State  subscription  thr.i  will  be 
exhausted  by  the  several  wOiIls  now  in  progress,  I  have  to 
state  that  this  cannot  be  done  with  perfect  accuracy,  but  a 
pretty  correct  result  can  be  obtained  by  subtracting  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollar.-*,  bein/ 
the  suhscriplions  made  to  the  (Louisville,  Cincinnati  and 
Charleston  Railroad  Company,  the  Fayetteviile  and  tNhelbj- 
ville,  the  Chambers  and  Purdy,  the  Pelliam  and  Jasper,  the 
Livingston,  and  the  Ilarpeth  and  Farmington  Turnpike 
Companies,)  from  the  whole  amount  subscribed,  which  will 
leave  two  millions,  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  r,"  the 
amount  which  will  be  exhausted  ;  th.ere  is  no  reason  to  Le- 
lieve  that  it  can  possibly  exceed  this  sum. 

In  answciing  the  fifth  and  last  sulijcct  of  inquiry,  which 
re.-juircs  me  to  estimate  the  unexpended  balances  that  wiii 
remain  to  each  of  the  three  grand  divisions  of  the  State  out 
of  the  fund  set  apart  for  purposes  cf  intern:d  improvement, 
by  the  act  of  the  I'Jth  January,  1^38,  I  have  to  state  that 
the  whole  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  referred  to,  wa.i 
four  millions  of  dollars  ;  of  this  .'lum,  one  million,  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  were  set  apart  for  the  Eastern  Divi- 
sion of  the  Slate.  Deduct  from  this  sum,  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  lieiuj;  the  amount  of  subscription  to 
the  Hiwassee  Railroad,  will  leave  seven  hundred  and  lifty 
thousand  dollars,  as  the  unexpended  balance  in  favor  oi  the 
Eastern  Division  of  the  Slate, 
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REPORT  or  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  OF  TENNESSEE. 


[  Diet  KM  B  EH, 


The  portion  of  funds  leferred  to,  set  apart  to  Middle  Ten- 
nessee, was  one  million,  six  hundred  tl.ousand  dollars.  De- 
duct from  this  sum,  eleven  hundred  and  eigiitj'-Uvo  thousand 
dollars,  heinfj  the  amount  of  subscriptions  to  works,  which 
it  is  believed  will  be  prosecuted  to  completion,  will  leave 
four  hundred  and  eiglitcca  thousand  dollars,  as  tijo  un- 
expended balance  in  favor  of  the  Middle  Division  of  tlut 
State. 

The  portion  of  the  fund  alluded  to,  set  apart  to  the  West- 
ern Division  of  the  State,  was  one  million  of  dollars.  De- 
duct from  this  sum,  three  hundred  and  ihirty-two  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  amount  of  subsciiption  to  works  which 
will  probably  be  completed,  will  leave  six  hundred  and  six- 
ty-eight thousand  dollar.^;,  as  the  unex [.ended  balance  in  fa- 
■v£r  Qf  the  Western  Division  of  the  State. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  S.  YOUNG, 

S^ci'etari;  of  State. 


A. 
A  Tabwiar  Sta.4eEJient, 

Erhibitinff  the  air.oiiiit  mibscrihed  by  the  State,  the  amount 
of  State  Bonds  issued  by  the  Governor  lo  each  Itilerna! 
■Improvement  Company,  under  the  several  la-vs  of  the 
State,  authorizing  the  issue  of  the  Bonds  of  the  State 
fQr  pwpcses  of  Interna!  Improveincnt,  i:p  to  the  20th 
day  of  October,  1841. 


li. 

A  Tabubir  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  subscribed 
by  the  State,  and  the  amount  of  Slate  Bonds  issitet!  to 
each  Internal  Improvement  Company  in  Middle  '4'en- 
nessee,  tip  to  the  20th  day  of  October,  1841. 


.COMPANIES. 


Am't  subs'd  Amount  of 
by  the  State.^Eonds  iss'd. 


Louisville,  Cin.  and  Charleston 

Railroad  Company 

Lagrange  and  Memphis,  do,  ... 

Hiwassee,  do 

Nashville,  Murfreesborough  and 

Shelby  ville  Turnpike  Co 

Gallatin,  do 

Lebanon  ar.d  Nashville,  do  ... . 
Clarksville  and  Russellville,  do. 
Franklin  and  Columbia,  do  ... . 
Fayetteville  and  Shelby  ville,  do. 

Lebanon  and  Sparta,  do , 

.Jefferson,  do 

Columbia  Central,  do 

Cumberland  and  Stones  River,  do 

Chambers  and  Purdy,  do . . 

Nashville  and  Charlotte,  do. . . . 

Harpeth,  do 

Livingston,  do 

Murfreesborough,     Manchester,! 

and  Winchester,  do ', 

Pelham  and  Jasper,  do I 

Fulton,  do 

Harpeth  and  Farminglon,  do. . . 

Forked  Deer,  do j 

Columbia,  Pulaski,  Elkton  and 

Alabama,  do 

Big  Hatchie,  do 

Gallatin  and  Cumberland,  do. 

Nolensvillc,  do 

.Ashport,  do 

Nashville  and  Kentucky,  do. . 


$650,000  i 
250,000  i 
650,000 

66,666|i 

142,500" 

75,000  ■ 

37,500 

75,000 

90,000 

75,000 

45,000 

150,000 

108,000 

7,500 

30,000 

40,000 

25,000 

100,000 

50,000 

10,000 

30,000 

7,000 

125,000 
25,000 
12,500 
50,000 
40,000 
50,000 


$32,000 
181,250 
357,000 

66,666f 

132,500" 

70,000 

33,000 

71,000 

16,000 

65,000 

9,000 

150,000 

47,000 

7,500 

30,000 

26,000 


7,000 
3,000 

7,000 

79,000 
14,000 
4,000 
4fi,000 
35,000 
26,000 


$3,016,66611$  1,5 16,9 1 6^3 


A'ote.—Of  the  $1,516,916^,  the  totnl  amount  of  Bonds 
issued:  $C63,'C6f,  are  in  bonds  issuod  prior  to  the  19th 
January,  1R38,  and  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  5^  per  cent.; 
the  remainder,  §1, '253,75'),  arc  in  bonds  issued  under  the  act 
of  the  19ih  January,  >S38,  and  bear  interest  ijit  the  rale  of 
5  per  cent. 


CO.MPAKIES. 


I  Am't  subs'd   Amount  of 
•by  the  State.  Bonds  iss'd. 


Nashville,  Murfreesborough  and 
Shelbyville  Turnpike  Co.  . .  . 

Gallatin,  do 

Lebanon  and  Nashville,  do ' 

Claiksville  and  Russellville,  do  . 

Franklin  and  Columbia,  do  ... . 

Fayetteville  and  Shelbyville,  do. 

I.iebanon  and  Sparta 

Jefferson,  do 

Columbia  Central,  do 

Cumberland  and  Stones  River,  do 

Nashville  and  Charlotte,  do  ... . 

Harpeth,  do 

Livingston,  do 

Murfreesborough,  Manchester, 
and  Winchester 

Pelham  and  Jasper,  do 

Harpeth  and  Farmington,  do. . . 

Columbia,  Pulaski,  Elkton  and 
Alabama,  do 

Gallatin  and  Cumberland,  do  . . 

Nolensville,  do 

Nashvilfe  and  Kentucky,  do. . . . 


$66,666| 

142,500 
75,000 
37,500  i 
75,000 
90,000 
75,000  ; 
45,000  : 

150,000  . 

108,000 
30,000 
40,000 
25,000 

100,000 
50,000 
30,000  i 

125,000  : 

12,500  i 
50,000 

50,000  I 


$66,666| 

132,500 

70,000 

33,000 

71,000 

16,000 

65,000 

9,000 

150,000 

47,000 

30,000 

26,000 


7,000 


79,000 

4,000 

48,000 

26,000 


$1,377,1661     $880,166-1 


M  Tabular  Satement,  exiubiting  the  amount  subscribed  by 
the  State,  and  the  amount  of  State  Bondsissued  to  each 
Internal  Improvement  Company  in  East  I'erinessee,  up 
to  the  20th  day  of  October,  1841. 


COMPANIES.   . 

Am't  subs'd 
by  the  State. 

Amount  of 
Bonds  iss'd. 

Louisville,  Cin.  and  Charleston 
Railroad  f 'oinpanv 

$650,000 
650,000 

§32,000 
357,000 

Hiwassee 

$1,300,000 

§389,000 

D. 

,1  Tubular  Statement,  exhibiting  the  amount  subscribed 
by  the  State,  and  the  amount  of  State  Bonds  issued  to 
each  Internal  Improvement  Company  in  the  If'estern 
District,  up  to  the  '20th  day  of  October,  1841. 


COMPANIES. 

1 
Am't  subs'd   Amount  of 
bv  the  State.  Bonds  iss'd. 

1                       1 

Lagrange  and  Memphis  Railroad 
Comnanv 

$250,0f0 

7.500 

10,000 

7,000 

25,000 

40,000 

$181,250 

7,500 

3,000 

7,000 

14,000 

35,000 

Chambers  and  Purdy  Turnpike 

Fulton " 

Forked  Deer " 

Big  Hatchie 

Ashport " 

1339,500 

$247,750 

1841.] 


THE  SAFETY  FUND.— CIRCULAR  MATTER. 
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The  safety  Fiiiwl. 

CoMl'TUOLLKll's    OfFICK,'? 

Albany,  2  Ith  Nov.  184 1.      5 

TiiuRLow  Weed,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — In  answer  to  numerous  inquiries  in  relation  to 
the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  Com- 
mercial Bank,  of  Buffalo,  I  send  j'ou  for  publication  a  state- 
ment shovvinji  the  situation  of  the  Safely  Fund,  and  the  pro- 
vision of  the  law  appertaining  to  the  subject. 

^'cry  Resiiectfuily, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

JOHN  A.  COLLIER. 


CoMPTUOLLEIt's    OfIICK,  ^ 

Albany,  25th  Nov.  1841.      S 
Statciucut  of  tlie   Sltnatlou  of  tlic  Safety  ViiuJ, 

The  amount  of  the  capital  remaining  30ih  of 

September,  1841 $485,487  99 

The  advances  from   the  Treasury  since  that 

time  to  redeem  Safety  Fund  Bank  notes.       100,031   CO 

Balance  of  Safety  Fund,  24th  Nov.  1S41  . .     §379,456  99 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  26th  of 
May,  1841,  the  Comptroller  has  given  no- 
tice to  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  that  they 
will  be  required  to  pay  half  per  cent,  upon 
their  capital,  on  the  lirst  day  of  January 
next,  which  would  produce §158,776  24 

And  there  will  be  due  from  several  banks 
who  have  not  yet  paid  their  original  con- 
tributions of  3  per  cent,  on  first  January 
next ".        31,175  00 

Which  would  make  the  whole   amount   of 

Safety  Fund ?5G9,408  23 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  the  half  per 
cent,  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Buflalo,  since  suspended. . . .  3,000  00 

Leaving  the  balance,  1st  Jan.,  1842 §506,408  23 

The  Comptroller  has  no  authority  to  redeem  the  bills  of  a 
suspended  bank  until  the  Chancellor  makes  the  order  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  May,  1837,  which  provides  that  : 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Chancellor,  upon  the  certili- 
cate  of  one  or  more  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  that  the 
amount  of  the  debts  of  such  Banking  Corporation,  over  and 
above  its  property  and  effects,  will  not  exceed  two-thirds  of 
the  amount  of  the  Bank  Fund  then  paid  i.;  and  invested, 
exclusive  of  all  prior  establisiied  claims  thereon,  to  make  an 
order  upon  the  Comptroller,  authorizing  him  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  may  d»^em  necessary  for  the  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  ordinary  bank  bills,  or  notes  of  such  banking 
corporations  then  in  circulation,  out  of  the  bank  fund  then 
paid  in  and  invested." 

Upon  filing  a  certified  copy  of  the  Chancellor's  order,  un- 
der this  section,  and  not  be.''ore,  the  Comptroller  is  authoriz- 
ed to  make  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  ;  nor  is 
there  any  authority,  without  such  prior  order,  to  receive  the 
bills  of  a  suspended  bank  in  payment  for  tolls  or  other  in- 
debtedness at  the  Treasury;  which  of  course  would  be  vir- 
tually redeeming  them'  in  anticipation,  as  nothing  else  but 
such  uncnrreiH  notes  would  in  that  case  be  oHcred  in  pay- 
ment, until  the  wliole  circulation  was  exhausted. 

In  relation  to  the  recent  failures  of  the  Bank  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the  Bank  Commis- 
sioners were  not  able  to  give  the  required  cerlificate,  and  the 
Chancellor  could  therefore  make  no  order  upon  the  Comp- 
troller, authorizing  him  to  redeem. 

The  Safety  Fund,  as  the  law  now  stands,  is  onlv  to  be  re- 


plenished by  the  annual  contribution  of  the  banks  of  one 
half  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  ;  and  unless  farther  legisla- 
tive provision  is  made,  the  bills  of  the  above  banks  cannot 
be  redeemed  from  the  Safety  Fund  until  the  annual  contri- 
butions shall  so  far  replenish  the  fund  as  to  enable  the  Bank 
Commissioners  to  give  the  required  certificate  to  the  Chan- 
cellor, and  he  shall  make  the  order. 

JOHN  A.  COLLIER,  Comptroller. 


To  the'  Specitil  .Jp-ents  of  the  Post-Office  Depmtmeni, 

Post-Offick  Depahtmknt, ^ 
November  4,  1841.      ^ 

Sir — To  the  duties  assigned  you  by  any  former  instruc- 
tions, as  special  and  confidential  agent  of  this  department,  I 
desire  to  add,  that  of  strictly  observing  the  manner  in  which 
the  post-offices  are  kept  in  the  section  and  along  the  lines  of 
route  you  may  be  called  to  in.spect  and  travel. 

The  Postmaster  General  expects  that  every  post-office, 
whatever  may  be  its  importance,  shall  be  attended  to,  or  su- 
pervised by  the  deputy  postmaster. — The  practice  which,  I 
regret  to  learn,  has  obtained  in  many  portions  of  the  United 
States  of  one  man  holding  the  commission  of  postmaster, 
whilst  another  discharges  its  dirties,  must  be  stopped  ;  and 
when  such  cases  fall  within  your  knowledge,  I  desire  that 
they  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  special  report. 

Great  carelessness  in  the  opening  and  keeping  the  mail 
in  insecure  places,  and  permitting  persons,  other  than  the 
postmaster,  or  his  sworn  assistants,  to  have  access  to  the 
same  when  opening,  or  after  it  is  opened,  has  been  charged, 
in  general  terms,  upon  many  of  the  postmasters  in  the  small 
towns  and  villages.  This  evil  must  be  corrected,  and  when 
you  have  evidence  of  the  fact,  it  is  expected  you  will  make 
it  known  to  the  department,  that  the  only  eflicient  remedy 
may  be  applied.  I  will  not  continue  in  office  those  who  will 
not  themselves  give  their  time  and  attention  to  the  discharge 
of  its  duties,  or  who  violate  or  suffer  violations  of  the  rules 
of  the  department  in  opening  and  distributing  the  mail. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  yon  observe  the  deportment  of  all 
carriers  and  drivers  of  mails,  and  report  any  misconduct  aris- 
ing from  wilful  negligence  or  carelessness  and  inattention 
to  their  employers  and  to  the  department. 

Many  complaints  have  been  made  against  the  agents  or 
travelling  postmasters  on  railroad  routes,  you  are  expected 
to  observe  the  conduct  of  such  as  may  fall  within  the  range 
of  your  supervision. 

Information  has  been  communicated  to  this  department 
that  drivers  and  carriers  of  the  mail,  on  the  more  distant  and 
more  unimportant  routes,  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  letters 
in  violation  of  law,  thereby  lessening  the  income  of  the  de- 
partment. As  this  may  be  done  in  ignorance  of  the  law, 
you  will  inform  and  instruct  the  contractors  to  charge  the 
carriers  and  drivers  not  to  violate  the  law  in  this  paiticular. 
The  act  of  1825,  section  20  directs  that  all  carriers  shall  de- 
liver such  letters,  whether  sealed  or  unsealed,  to  the  first 
post-oflice  at  which  they  arrive  after  receiving  them,  and  the 
postmaster  is  directed  to  rate  and  charge  the  postage. 

If  you  become  satisfied  that  any  post-office  is  not  of  pub- 
lic utility,  and  not  required  for  the  public  accommodation, 
you  will  report  that  fact  and  the  reasons  for  the  opini'Mi. 

Upon  the  active  exertions  and  vigilant  supervision  of  i\\c 
special  agents  of  this  departinent  mainly  depend  the  regu- 
larity, and  efficiency  of  mail  transportation,  and  I  cannot 
too  strongly  impress  on  you  the  importance  and  high  re- 
sponsibility of  your  stations.  It  is  to  you  the  I'ostmaster 
General  must  look  for  accurate  information  upon  all  subjects 
pertaining  to  the  out-door  operations  of  the  de[)artmenl. — 
Give  me  your  efficient  aid,  and  I  do  not  despair  of  making 
the  I'ost-l^ffice  Department  eminently  useful  and  iiopular. 

A'ery  Respectfully, 

^'our  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 
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ENLARGEMEXT  OF  THE  EKIE  CANAL. 


[DtcEMnF-n, 


I.01V  "VVaier  in  tlic  Ija>;e3-Eiilargeriieiit  of  tlie 
Kiio   C'aiia!. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting:  of  the  citizens  of  BufTalo,  favor- 
able to  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  held  at  the  Com- 
mon Council  Chamber,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  Nov.  1841, 
Samuel  Wilkksox,  President,  S.  G.  Austin  and  J.  L. 
Kimberly,  Vice  Presidents,  H.  Shumway  and  Charles  Fax- 
on, Secretaries. 

The  meeting  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Hawley,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  at 
the  former  meeting  "  to  draft  a  Memorial  to  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, urging  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  enlargement 
of  the  canal  from  Buflalo  to  Black  Kock,"  said,  that  since 
the  last  meeting  the  Canal  Commissioners  liad  given  notice 
calling  for  proposals  for  (he  construction  of  the  enlargement 
from  Eric  street  bridge  in  Bulfalo,  to  the  ferry  at  ]5!ack 
Rock  ;  that  the  committee  had  therefore  confined  the  memo- 
rial to  the  subject  of  the  enlargement  from  Black  Rock  Dam 
to  Lockport,  and  submitted  the  following  Memorial,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  : 

7  0  the  Iloiiuvahli',  the    Canal  Commissioners  of  tlie  State 
of  J\''e\v  York-. 

The  undersigned  feeling  a  strong  interest  in  maintaining 
the  navigable  condition  of  the  Erie  Canal,  have  observed 
with  anxiety  the  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed  by  the  falling 
of  the  water  in  the  lake,  threatening  its  total  interruption 
during  the  next  season,  and  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Honorable  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  this  important 
matter. 

The  level  of  the  canal  from  the  city  of  Buffalo  to  Lock- 
port,  is  constructed  with  a  declivity  of  17  inches,  distributed 
through  the  whole  distance,  which  gives  flow  to  the  water 
equal  to  J  of  a  mile  to  the  hour  ;  upon  this  construction  of 
the  canal  with  the  supply  of  water  from  the  Lake,  Tonawanda 
and  Oak  Orchard  Creeks,  and  Genesee  River,  was  supposed 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  canal  in  all  seasons, 
from  Buffalo  to  Montezuma.     During  the  seasons  past  it 
has  hardly  answered  the  purpose.     Novi'  the  Genesee  River, 
if  used  to  propel  the  machinery  at  Rochester,  can  supply 
no  water  to  the  canal,  and  the  two   creeks  above  mention- 
ed only   supply  in  dry  seasons,   about  y    of  the   required 
amount,  leaving  a  constant  draft  on  Lake  Erie  for  an  amount 
of  water  equal  to  seven-eighths  of  the  whole  supply  from 
Buffalo  to  Montezuma,  a  distance  of  150  miles.     The  whole  j 
amount  of  this  water   must  pass  over  the  mitre  sill  of  the 
Guard  Lock  at  Black  Rock,  and  sufficient  must  pass  this 
point  to  provide  four  feet  of  water  on  the  mitre  sill  of  the  j 
jock  at  the  Montezuma  level,  150  miles  distant,  and  for  all  [ 
the  loss  by  leakage,  wastage  and  evaporation  on  the  whole  j 
intermediate  line.     The  amount  of  this  loss  is  more  than  ; 
one-fourth  of  the  whole,  and  to  keep  the  canal  in  condition 
to  be  navigated  with  economy  .'there  should  be  drav/nfrom  the 
reservoir  at  least  one-half  more  than  is  required  at  the  ex- 
treme  of  the  level  to  be  supplied.     Thus  it  appears  that  to 
afford  a  barely  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  this  long  sec- 
tion of  the  canal,  there  should  be  at  no  time  less  than  six  ' 
feet  of  water  on  the  mitre  sill  at  Black  Rock. 

It  will  appear  hereafter,  that  there  has  been  less  than  that 
amount  during  portions  of  the  present  season,  and  that  there 
is  a  probability  that  there  will  be  far  less  hereafter.     During  '• 
this  season  the  supply  sufficient  to  carry  boats  forward  has 
only  been  secured  liy  great  care  and  exertion  in  stopping  all 
leaks  and  wastages,  and  by  opening  every  guard  gate  on  the 
canal,  allowing  the  water  of  the  lake  to  Hovv  unobstructed 
from  its  own  level  through  the  canal.     Thus  demonstrating  ' 
that  there  is  no  remedy  for  the  present  and  proximate  evil,  '• 
except  by  sinking  the  level  of  the  enlargement  from  Buffalo 
to  Lockport  so  low  as  at  all  times  and  in  all  seasons,  to  com- 
mand a  sulficient  head  of  water  from   Lake  Erie.     To  de- 
termine the  importance  and  necessity  of  thus  sinking  this  I 
level,  we  a^^k  your  consideration  of  our  observations  upon 
the  rise,  fall,  and  elevation  of  the  water  in  the   lake,  for  a 
series  of  years.  j 

There  are  three  descriptions  of  fluctuations  in  the  waters  1 
of  the  lake,  arising  from  different  causes,  and  these  causes, ! 
Combined  produce  the  highe.<;l  and  the  lowest  stage  of  water. ; 


The  annual  spring  freshets  in  all  the  innumerable  streams 
that  supply  the  Lake  Reservoir,  cause  a  fluctuation  in  the 
lake  amounting  to  from  \2  to  18  inches  annually.  The 
heaping  of  the  water  in  the  lake  by  heavy  winds,  amount- 
ing sometimes  to  four  or  five  feet,  and  continuing  from  a 
few  hours  to  several  days,  and  the  fluctuation  which  is  caused 
by  the  disparity  between  the  evaporating  and  falling  weather 
in  a  series  of  wet  and  dry  seasons.  This  last  phenomenon  is 
not  marked  by  any  regular  period  of  time,  though  it  usually 
spreads  over  several  years,  and  causes  a  difference  in  the 
level  of  the  lake  at  extreme  high  and  low  water,  of  from  five 
to  six  feet. 

The  lowest  declination  of  the  lake  that  has  fallen  under 
recorded  observation,  occurred  in  August  of  the  year  1820. 
Taking  the  level  of  that  year  as  zero,  or  the  point  of  low 
water,  the  following  table,  compiled  from  authentic  sources 
and  actual  guaging  in  the  years  named,  will  show  the  ten- 
dency and  fluctuation  of  the  water. 

feel  inches, 

jg.  1820 

'■'      1828  rise  2  6 

'      1830  same  time       2  6 

'      1836  rise  over  1.130  1  0  mat 

'      1837  "       "    1830  0 

ne  1S38  "       "    1837  9 

ig.  1838  over  June '33  4 

This  was  the  highest  stage  of  water  that  has  been  ob- 
served. 

Aug.  1839  decrease  1     3  leaving  3        10  above  1820 

"      1840         "  1     3       "       2         7     "         " 

"      1811         "  1   10       "  9     "         " 

Since  August  1838,  the  water  has  been  tending  rapidly, 
but  uniformly,  towards  the  level  of  1820.  In  the  latter  part 
of  October  1839,  the  water  in  Black  Rock  harbor  was  above 
the  mitre  sill  of  the  Lock,  9-30  100  feet  ;  1840,  8-10  100 
feet,  a  decrease  in  one  year  of  1-20  100  feet;in  1841,5-86  100 
feet,  a  decrease  in  one  year  of  2-24  100  feet,  the  lowest  stage 
of  water  that  has  been  observed.  The  following  table  will 
shove  the  height  of  the  water  upon  the  mitre  sill  in  each  of 
the  navigable  months  in  the  year  1840  and  1841,  the  relative 
height  during  the  two  seasons. 

There  was  on  the  mitre  sill  of  the  guard  lock  at  Black 
Rock,  in 
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It  hence  appears  that  if  the  lake  should  subside  to  the 
point  of  1820,  we  should  be  left  with  less  than  five  feet  of 
water  on  the  mitre  sill  at  Black  Rock  Guard  Lock,  through 
which  narrow  passage  all  the  water  must  flow,  running  at 
the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile  the  hour,  to  supply  the 
canal  for  150  miles.  It  seems  to  us  to  be  mathematically 
certain,  that  the  supply  would  bo  insufficient. 

The  practical  obstructions  to  navigation  during  the  past 
season,  demonstrate,  that  there  is  more  danger  of  a  short 
supply  of  water,  than  can  be  inferred  from  mathematical 
calculations.  During  this  season  all  the  guard  gates  between 
the  lake  and  Lockport  have  stood  open,  and  the  waters  of 
the  lake  have  had  an  unobstructed  passage  towards  the  low- 
er levels  of  the  canal.  There  has  been  from  5  86-100  feet 
to  8  50-100  feet  of  water  on  the  mitre  sill  at  Black  Rock, 
and  yet  boats  have  often  been  aground  in  the  gorge  through 
the  mountain  Ridge  at  Lockport.  How  then  shall  naviga- 
tion proceed  in  ihi:;  canal,  when  the  lake  shall  fall  9  inches, 
or  a  foot  more,  as  it  must  to  attain  the  level  of  1820? 

There  are  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  lake  may  here- 
after fall  below  the  point  of  1820.  If  there  should  occur  a 
series  of  dry  and  hot  seasons,  similar  to  that  which  caused 
the  fall  of  the  lake  in  1820,  the  lake  would  necessarily  re- 
cede below  the  level  of  that  year,  inasmuch  as  the  country 
which  is  drained  into  the  lake  has  been  opened  and  cultivated 
so  that  falling  water  i:^  more  rapidly  taken  up  by  leakage, 
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drainage,  and  evaporation,  than  at  the  former  period.  The 
elTect  of  opening,  cleaving  and  cultivating  a  country,  upon 
the  streams  and  reservoirs  of  water  to  which  it  is  a  shed,  is 
not  appreciated  to  its  full  extent ;  but  all  who  have  noticed 
the  change  in  the  Ohio,  Allegheny  and  Genesee  rivers,  from 
this  cause,  will  not  doubt  that  Lake  Erie  will  hereafter  be  \ 
more  affected  by  these  causes  than  heretolbic. 

It  appears  that  from  October  1840  to  October  1841,  the 
water  of  the  lakes  receded  2  24-100  feet.  May  not  the 
continued  operation  of  like  causes  produce  a  corresponding 
fall  for  the  year  to  come,  leaving  us  with  about  2  feet  9  or 
10  inches  on  the  mitre  sill  at  Black  Rock,  without  any  vio- 
lation of  probability  or  the  laws  of  nature  ? 

'J'here  are  many  causes  which  tend  to  disturb  the  uniform 
supply  and  flow  of  water  in  a  canal,  that  are  too  uncertain 
in  the  period  of  their  occurrence,  and  the  extent  of  their 
oflect,  to  be  the  subject  of  mathematical  calculation.  Some 
of  these  are  worthy  of  notice,  as  increasing  the  hazard  to 
which  our  navigation  is  exposed  by  lack  of  a  supply  of  wa- 
ter. The  above  calculations  are  biiscd  on  the  supposition 
that  the  canal  is  at  its  original  depth  of  four  feet ;  if  it  were 
so  there  would  be  a  short  supply  of  water.  But  the  canal 
has  filled  up  in  many  places  a  foot  on  the  bottom,  and  the 
banks  have  encroached  upon  its  prisms  until  nearly  one- 
,  third  of  its  capacity  to  carry  water  is  destroyed.  This  is  the 
case  in  the  earth  excavations  between  Pendleton  and  Lock- 
port.  The  cutting  is  20  feet  deep,  besides  the  spoil  banks 
formed  of  the  earth  thrown  out,  and  all  this  weight  of  banks 
rests  upon  quicksand  and  clay,  causing  the  encroachments 
above  mentioned.  This  evil  was  not  felt  while  the  lake  was 
high,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  could  be  forced 
through  from  the  abundant  supply  of  the  lake.  Another 
disturbing  cause  is  found  in  the  wind  operating  upon  long 
levels  of  the  canal;  as  when  an  easterly  wind  prevails  for  a 
length  of  time  upon  the  sixty  mile  level  from  Rochester  to 
Lockport,  heaping  up  the  water  at  the  western  section  of  the 
level,  and  leaving  a  corresponding  depression  at  the  eastern. 
This  cause  alone  upon  that  level  sometimes  produces  a  de- 
pression at  Rochester  of  from  8  to  12  inches;  to  which  if 
we  add  the  disturbing  effect  of  the  movement  of  boats  and 
irregular  lockages,  shows  a  necessity  for  a  large  excess  of 
water  over  the  quantity  which  would  at  first  seem  to  be  suf- 
ficient. 

We  would  further  call  your  attention  to  another  feature 
of  our  canal,  which  will  tend  temporarily  to  exhaust  the  too 
limited  supply  of  water  during  the  next  season.  Next 
spring,  we  understand,  one  sett  of  the  enlarged  locks  at  Lock- 
port,  will  be  brought  into  use,  when  the  two  setts  of  old 
jocks  will  be  taken  up  to  give  place  for  the  second  sett  of  new 
locks.  Through  this  one  sett  of  new  enlarged  locks  must 
be  passed  all  the  boats  going  up  and  down,  and  the  trans- 
portation will  be  in  boats  of  the  present  dimensions.  These 
large  locks  must  be  supplied  with  water  through  the  small 
prism  of  the  original  canal.  The  immense  draft  that  will 
be  made  upon  the  canal  above,  will  be  understood,  when  we 
consider 

1st.  That  there  will  be  the  same,  or  greater  number  of 
boats  passing  than  formerly. 

2d.  That  the  old  locks  draw  21,600  cubic  feet  of  water 
at  a  lockage,  less  the  amount  displaced  by  the  boat ;  and  the 
enlarged  lock  will  draw  35,640  cubic  feet  of  water,  less  the 
amount  displaced  by  the  boat — being  14,040  cubic  feet  of 
water  more  to  each  boat  locked  through  in  the  enlarged  than 
in  the  old  locks. 

5d.  That  at  each  change  from  passing  boats  up  to  passing 
them  down,  and  vice  versa,  an  entire  lock  full  of  water  is 
thrown  away  in  one  instance,  and  the  entire  five  locks  full 
in  the  other,  causing  an  immense  drain  upon  the  narrow 
prism  of  your  canal  above,  producing  shoal  water  and  rapid 
currents. 

It  might  at  first  be  supposed,  that  the  water  used  for  these 
lockages,  is  applied  in  supplying  the  levels  beyond  ;  but  when 
it  is  knov.'H  that  the  length  and  declivity  of  the  long  level 
from  Lockport  to  Rochester,  is  such  as  to  rc([uirc  that  that 
level  be  kept  constantly  to  its  maximum  height  at  Lockport, 
by  the  passage  of  water  around  or  through  the  locks,  in  order 
that  the  necessary  depth   be  curried  fyrw  ard  to  Rechesler, 


it  %vill  be  seen  in  a  moment,  that  these  lockages  that  arc 
thrown  away,  would  fill  up  that  end  of  the  level,  ovcrfiow 
and  sweep  awa3'  the  banks,  if  waste-wiors  were  not  con- 
structed to  carry  ofi"  the  excess.  Hence  it  appears,  that 
much  of  the  lockage  water  is  lost  through  waste-wiers. 

We  would  further  beg  leave  to  state,  that  boats  formerly, 
when  tlie  canal  was  four  feet  deep,  and  fully  supplied  with  wa- 
ter, required  from  1 2  to  14  days  to  perform  a  voyage  from  Buf- 
falo to  Albany  and  back,  that  the  same  boat,  o^ving  to  the 
shallow  condition  of  the  canal  and  scant  supply  of  water, 
now  requires  from  17  to  19  days  to  perform  the  same  voy- 
age— thus  adding  about  one-fifth  to  the  shippers'  charges  and 
the  merchants'  expenses.  'J'his  is  certainly  an  evil  which  in 
justice  and  policy  calls  for  a  remedy. 

From  the  above  state  of  facts,  wc  arc  drawn  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  there  is  imminent  danger  that  with  our  present 
canal,  and  the  jirohablc  level  of  the  Lake,  our  navigation 
will  be  partially  or  wholly  obstructed,  'i'hat  for  this  im- 
pending evil  there  is  but  one  remedy,  and  that  this  remedy 
should  be  applied  forthwith  ;  it  is  the  immediate  enlargement 
of  the  canal  from  Black  Rock  Dam  to  Lockport.  Neil 
year  the  canal  in  its  best  condition,  will  be  overthronged 
with  the  products  of  the  boundless,  enteiprising  and  produc- 
tive West.  A  slight  interruption  would  be  mischief — a  to- 
tal one,  destruction  to  interests  too  extensive  and  momentous 
to  be  periled  for  an  hour. 

The  welfare  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  New  York,  New 
England,  this  entire  State,  and  the  va.=t  West ;  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  own  city,  and  the  solvency  of  the  treasury  of  our 
State,  the  credit  of  its  stock,  its  faith  and  honor,  depend  on 
enough  being  done,  and  done  in  time,  to  arrest  a  catastrofihc, 
which  we  arc  forced  against  our  own  hopes  of  prosperity  to 
admit,  is  likely  to  happen.  The  remedy  is  within  reach, 
and  there  should  be  no  hesitation  in  making  the  application. 

The  President,  Judge  Wilkeson,  having  called  to  the 
chair  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  I.  R.  Harrington,  o.ffered  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  corrcbponding  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  to  confer  with  the  canal  commissioners 
upon  the  necessity  of  immediatel}'  deepening  that  portion  of 
the  canal  between  Bufialo  and  Black  Rock,  which  is  not  na- 
vigable, so  that  it  shall  be  n)ade  navigable  by  the  opening  of 
the  canal  in  the  Spring. 

As  such  committee  the  chair  appointed  S.  C  Hawley,  J, 
L.  Kimberly,  Hon.  M.  Fillmore,  S.  G.  Austin  and  Warren 
Bryant. 

On  motion  of  Judge  W^ilkeson,  it  was 
;       Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
chair,  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  on  the  subject 
of  the  speedy  enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  report  the 
same  to  a  meeting  to  be  held  hereafter. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Geo.  W.  Clinton,  Gen. 
H.  B.  Potter,  and  Doct.  T.  M.  Footc,  appointed  such  com- 
mittee.    Judge  Wilkeson  declining  to  serve  on  the  commit- 
I  tee,  as  he  was  to  be  absent  from  the  city. 
I       On  motion  of  Doct.  T.  M.  Foote,  it  was  unanimously 
I       Resolved,  'i'hat  the  corresponding  committee  be  directed 
to  correspond  with  citizens  of  the  canal  counties  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  convention,  and  other  measures  connected  with  the 
enlargement  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  that  they  be  authorized 
to  unite  with  committees  of  other  counties  in  calling  a  con- 
;  vention  on  this  subject, 

'  On  motion  of  Gen.  H.  B.  Potter,  it  was  unanimously 
(  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed 
,  by  its  olficers,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  city  ; 
I  that  they  cause  the  memorial  to  be  printed  as  a  circubr,  and 
a  copy  sent  to  each  of  the  commissioners,  and  such  other 
officers  and  citizens  as  they  shall  deem  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  draft  a  memorial  to  the 
Legislature,  be  directed  to  call  a  mectin-r  when  they  shall  be 
prepared  to  report  a  memorial,  and  that  tiiis  meeting  do  iiov/ 
adjourn.  ^'   Wilkesox,   President. 

s.  G.  Austin,         7    T-      T).„    1 I- 

'.    ...    ,     ;  ;-    \  ice  rrcs:dcnts. 

J.  L.  Knnbcrly,       3 

H.  Shunnvuy.      >    Secrctarie.-. 
C.  la.xoii.  ^ 


MISCELLArsEOUS, 


{December, 


T'le  W«is"iiiu;5to5i  Riot— l'i'i!sUlc:Et\s  IJetter.  | 

Our  readers  will  learn,  from  the  report  of  proceedings  in  ' 
our  Criminal  Court,  that,  at  the  request  of  the  President  of; 
the  United  States,  a  nolle  prosequi  was  yesterday  entered  by  ; 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  prosecu- 
tion against  the  individuals  indicted  for  a  breach  of  the  peace 
at  or  near  the   President's  House,  in  the  month  of  August 
last,  (on  the  night  following  the  first  veto.) 

\Vc  subjoin  a  copy  of  the  President's  letter,  not  merely  as 
a  mark  of  respect  for  an  honorable  ofhcial  act,  but  from  the 
pleasure  which  its  just  and  liberal  sentiments  have  given  to 
us,  and  will,  we  arc  sure,  impart  to  our  readers: 

[National  LitelUgc7icev.      \ 


Washi>-gtox, 
Nov.  21,  1811. 


Sir:  —  Having  understood  that  a  prosecution  was  pending  ; 
in  the  Criminal  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  against  1 
Certain  persons  charged  with  having  been  engaged  in  a  riot 
in  August  last,  to  the  disturbance  of  my  family,  1  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  entering,  with  the  consent 
of  the  court,  a  nolle  prosequi  in  the  cases.     It  was  one  of 
those  outbreaks  of  popular  feeling  incident,  in  some  degree, 
to  our  form  of  government,   and  entirely   evanescent  and 
harmless  in  its  character.     My  confidence  in  the  good  sense 
and  becoming  feeling  of  the  people  of  this  District,  leads  me  i 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  a  similar  occurrence 
m  future,  and  that  therefore  those  who  have  been  betrayed 
into  a  thoughtless  proceeding  will  not  be  likely  to  repeat  it.  i 

Be  assured  of  my  constant  regard,  i 

JOHN  TYLER.      I 

Mr.   Fendall,  District  Attorney,  Wai-hington.  ; 


Oil  for  liainpsi 

In  the  baneful  process  of  distilling  good  honest  corn  into 
bad  whiskey,  we  are  glad  to  hear  there  is  one  beneficial 
result  obtained — the  production  of  a  superior  kind  of  lamp 
oil.  This  fact  has  only  lately  been  known  to  distillers. 
The  process  of  gathering  the  oil  is  very  simple.  After  the 
"  mash"  has  fermented  as  usual,  and  nearly  settled  again,  the 
oil  rises  on  the  top,  and  may  be  skimmed  off  at  the  rate  of 
about  one  quart  to  each  bushel  of  corn  mashed.  The  mash 
must  be  entirely  of  corn  or  the  oil  will  not  rise.  The  article 
thus  produced,  burns  beautifully  clear,  is  very  durable,  and 
is  afforded  at  the  West  where  it  is  manufactured,  at  about 
§1  S5  per  gallon,  at  retail. 

The  Germans,  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash,  in  Indiana, 
instead  of  throwing  away  or  giving  to  the  pigs,  the  seeds  of 
their  pumpkins,  as  usually  done,  make  an  oil  from  them 
which  the)'  use  for  all  the  purposes  of  lamp  and  olive  oil. 
One  gallon  of  seed  gives  about  half  a  gallon  of  oil.  They 
are  pressed  like  rape  and  flax-seed. — Buffalo  Com.  .Qdv. 


Great  l.av.'35itt«  I 

The  New  Y'ork  American  says,  that  the  former  Marshal 
of  that  district,  Mr.  W.  C.  H.  Waddell,  is  litigating  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  ttic  United  States  a  very  comprchen-  ' 
sivc  claim  against  the  State  of  New  Jersey.    It  embraces  all 
the  land  under  the  water  in  all   the  rivers  of  East  Jcr.-ey,  j 
and  for  three  leagues   beyond   the   shore.     No   farmer  can  ' 
build  a  dock,  even,  if  he  succeeds.     All  the  fisheries,  ferries 
and  oyster  beds  in  East  Jersey  depend  upon  the  result.     It 
is  th^  most  important  case  that  has  arisen  since  the  settle-  \ 
nient  of  the  colony  of  New  Jersey.     Mr.  George  Wood  and 
Mr.  G.   D.  Wall,  are  employed   by  the  Stale  to  defend  its 
rights  ;  and,  so  important  is  the  matter  deemed  by  the  Le- 
gislature, that  before  adjourning  they  passed  a  resolution  re-  I 
quiring  the  Governor,  if  his  duties  will  permit,  to  repair  to  ' 
Washington  in  person  "and  superintend  the  argument." — 
Mr.  Waddell  sues  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  East 
Jersey  proprietors,  and  the  appeal  by  the  State  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  from  a  decision  in  the  Circuit  Court  favora- 
ble to  the  claimants.     The  issue  of  the  suit  will  decide  a 
similar  claim  liy  the  West  Jersey  proprietors. 


Siiignlar  Tree* 


m 


Wye 

from 


There  is  a  tree  in  this  county,  on   the  road   fro... 
Mill  to  Hillsborough,  the  trunk  of  which,  a  few  feel 
the  earth,  branches  o(V,  into  two  dislinct  and  entirely  differ- 
ent trees,  the  one  being  an  oak,  the  other  a  chestnut. 

[I'riiice.-is  .f]iui  Sentinel. 


Iowa  Tin. 

It  is  said  tliat  a  bed  of  tin  ore,  twenty  miles  square,  has 
lately  been  discovered  in  Iowa.  If  this  be  correct,  it  must 
prove  arnost  valuable  discovery,  and  cut  off  a  very  consi- 
derable item  of  expense  for  foreign  importation. 


threat  Yiclcl- 


Wc  are  often  surprised  with  accounts  from  the  West  of 
the  primeval  soil  and  t!ic  abundance  of  its  yield.  "We  have 
heard  nothing  however,  from  any  part  of  the  Union,  which 
surpasses  the  productiveness  of  the  land  of  Samuel  Carman, 
Esq.,  of  Fire  Place,  on  this  Island.  Two  acres  and  three 
quarters  of  his  highly  cultivated  farm  have  yielded  the  pre- 
sent fall  500  bushels  of  cars,  equal  to  about  "250  bushels  of 
shelled  corn,  something  over  100  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Brooklyn  JK'e-ws. 


Scg.Tr  Monopoly  in  France, 

The  American  contains  a  letter  from  Paris  which  states 
that  the  Regie  had  recently  imported  six  million  of  segars 
from  Manilla,  but  which  appears  likely  to  prove  a  bad  specu- 
lation. The  writer  says,  "  our  tobacco  growers  have  nought 
to  fear  from  such  competition.  The  Regie  have  got  stuck 
with  their  importation,  and  the  segars  must  remain  in  their 
warehouses  for  years  unsold.  I  send  you  half  a  dozen  as  a 
sample,  to  prove  what  trash  they  are  in  comparison  with 
Havana,  or  even  our  best  Yankee  made.  They  are  retailed 
at  15  centimes  each. 


AVcsttrn  Copper. 

The  Galena,  111.  Advertiser  of  the  6th,  mentions  the  arri- 
val at  that  place  of  two  loads  of  copper  from  the  mines  of 
Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin,  which,  it  adds  are  destined  at 
no  distant  day  to  be  a  source  of  larf;e  income  to  the  Terri- 
tory. A  number  of  the  miners,  smelters  and  citizens  of 
Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Illinois  have  united  in  a  petition  to 
the  Federal  House  of  Kepresentativcs  praying  them  to  adopt 
some  measures  to  relieve  the  mining  interests  of  those  dis- 
tricts from  the  grievances  which  oppress  them. 


Slieep. 

1"he  Warren  (O.)  Chronicle  says;  a  flock  of  over  one 
thousand  merino  sheep  passed  through  our  village,  on  their 
way  to  Illinois.  They  belong  to  an  enterprising  farmer  from 
Massachusetts,  and  were  driven  from  that  State.  They  will 
be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  we  trust 
the  enterprising  Yankee  will  be  well  rewarded  for  his  exer- 
tions in  introducing  them  into  the  West. 
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MESSAGE 


OF  GOVKRNOa  RICHAUDSOX  OF    SOUTH  C'AKGLlt^A. 


Fello-iv- Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Representatix'cs  : 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  recurrence  of  this  occasion  of 
assembhng  in  the  service  of  your  constituents,  under  circum- 
stances as  auspicious  to  the  useful  discharge  of  your  duties, 
as  I  trust  they  will  be  conducive  to  the  harmony  of  your 
dcUberations. 

Reviving  Pvospeviiij, 

While,  in  the  general  health  of  our  citizen;;,  and  the 
abundance  of  the  harvest,  we  have  experienced  the  usual 
beneficial  distribution  of  the  blessings  of  an  overruling  Pro- 
vidence, we  have  not  less  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  re- 
viving prosperity  of  our  people,  from  the  unexampled  de- 
pression and  embarrassment  of  the  times.  Already  has 
credit  begun  to  regain  confidence  and  stability — capital  to 
teek  permanent  investments — commerce  to  pursue  its  accus- 
tomed channels  — property  to  resume  a  fixed  and  reasonable 
value — and  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  our  people  to  embark 
with  new  and  invigorated  hope,  in  its  various  employments 
and  pursuits. 

Not  the  least  gratifying  refiection  arising  fronl  these  cheer- 
ing auguries  of  our  condition,  is  derived  from  the  conscious- 
ness that  they  are  the  results  not  of  any  painpering  patron- 
age to  the  government — not  of  the  artificial  stimulnnts  of 
Legislative  aids  or  interference — but  of  a  wise  and  vigilant 
econotiiy  in  the  people,  awakened  by  the  disastrous  experi- 
ence of  t!^e  past,  to  improve  the  permanent  and  enduring 
sources  of  their  prosperity.  If  some  of  the  lingering  effects 
of  the  late  derangement  in  the  monetary  affairs  of  our  country 
are  still  painfully  experienced,  in  the  reduced  value  of  pro- 
perty,— diminished  as  it  must  be  from  the  inflated  standard 
of  a  depreciated  and  expanded  currency — or  in  the  difficulty 
of  discharging  debts,  incurred  in  the  flood-tide  of  extrava- 
gant prices,  and  a  redundant  circulation — they  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  unavoidable  consequences  oi former  errors  and 
delusions,  and  perhaps  the  surest  indications  of  a  progressive 
state  of  convalescence  and  improvement. 

Our  Government, 

Nor  have  we  less  cause  to  exult  in  the  hope,  that  our  Go- 
vernment may  no-w  be  regarded  as  having  passed  in  security, 
through  the  most  trying  and  diflacult  exigencies,  that  ever 
tried  its  virtue,  or  tested  its  stability. 

In  the  events  cjf  a  single  year,  the  sudden  ascendency  of 
a  party,  actuated  by  a  high-wrought  enthusiasm — impelled  j 
by  the  disasters  of  the  times  to  seek  relief  in  change,  and  ' 
rashly  imputing  them  to  the  conduct  of  our  rulers — seemed  ' 
to  threaten  the  subversion  of  the  well  established  principles 
of  179S  and  1799,  and  of  the  republican  policy  of  the  go-  I 
vernment,  as  well   as  the  overthrow  of  the  exponents,  by 
whom  they  were  administered.     But  a  few  weeks  experi- 
ence of  power,  have  as  suddenly  disbanded,  dissipated  and 
resolved  this  magnificent  tirray  of  party  power  and  organiza- 
tion into  its  distinct  and  original  elements.     The  delibera- 
tions of  the  late  session  of  Congress  have  dispelled  the  delu- 
sions of  party-zeal  and  fervor,     Iti  impracticable  expedients 
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and  distracted  councils  have,  I  trust,  again  gathered  and  as- 
sembled the  Republican  portion  of  the  nation,  in  the  unity 
and  strength  of  one  fold,  and  one  conviction.  And  if  the 
great  measure  of-'  dehverance  and  liberty,"  important  as  we 
still  regard  it  to  the  faithful,  as  well  as  equitable  administra- 
tion of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country,  has  been  repeated, 
inform  and  in  m.me,  we  have  still  the  unquestionable  assur- 
ance of  its  final  success,  in  the  overruling  necessity  resulting 
from  the  signal  failure  of  every  other  substil,utc  or  device.  " 

d  J\'ationul  Bank. 

Anlong  these  ahortive  expedients,  nxtne  was  regarded  with 
more  intense  and  absorbing  solicitude,  than  the  proposition 
to  re-establish  a  National  Bank.  On  no  occasion  has  the 
exercise  of  the  conservative  power  vested  in  the  Federal  Ex- 
ecutive, been  received  with  warmer  approbation  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  ;  or  been  more  wisely  and  fortunately  inter-' 
posed,  to  arrest  the  most  dangerous,  and  most  obnoxious  of 
all  the  premeditated  violations  of  the  Constitution.  (3f  all 
the  great  measures  of  national  policy,  productive  of  the  bit- 
terest contention  among  the  great  parties  of  this  Union,  and 
which  has  always  and  justly  been  regarded  as  fraught  with 
the  rnost  powerful  influences  (for  good  or  for  evil,)  on  our 
political  institutions,  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
is  certainly  the  most  obvious  and  important.  If  such  has 
been  the  experience  of  the  country,  in  the  primitive  and 
purer  ages  of  the  Republic,  under  the  regulations  of  a  bank, 
arising  out  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  first  war,  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  last— of  comparatively  limited  capital,  and 
directed  by  the  wisest  and  ablest  officers— what  were  we  to 
anticipate  from  an  institution  organized  as  the  instrument 
of  a  party  then  in  power— opening  amidst  the  ruins  of  a 
disordered  currency,  and  the  wreck,  weakness  and  dismay, 
of  State  and  local  institutions.  The  expiiing  struggles  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  to  perpetuate  its  existence  against 
the  fiat  of  the  people,  and  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
country,  are  recent  in  the  recollection  of  all  of  us,  and  form 

an  important  epoch  in   the   history  of  our  Government. 

Doubtful  as  that  contest  must  be  admitted  to  have  been, 
waged  even  as  it  was  against  an  Administration,  perhaps  the 
most  efficient  and  energetic  that  has  ever  controlled  the  des- 
tinies of  this  nation,  what  were  we  to  anticipate,  when  out 
rulers  themselves  should  have  become  its  allies,  its  party,  or 
its  pageants.  In  this  view,  it  would  have  changed' the 
character  of  our  Government,  become  part  of  our  political 
institutions,  and  consummated  the  greatest  of  all  the  depre- 
cated evils  that  could  befall  a  country — "  the  union  of  purse 
and  sword,  in  the  Federal  head,"  or  -Morse,  in  the  hands  of 
a  Federal  party.  Well  may  such  an  institution  be  supposed 
to  have  had  the  power  to  regulate  the  currency;  but  it  would 
have  been  with  the  iron  rule  of  despotism — restraining  all 
interests,  absorbing  all  capital,  measuring  all  profits,  over- 
powering all  competition,  and  attracting  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  every  other  portion  of  the  Union,  to  the  centre  of 
its  operations. 

Power  of  the  Lute  United  Stater,  Bank: 

It  was  an  honest  confession,  of  one  of  the  ablest  presiding 
officers  of  the  late  United  Slates  Bank,  before  a  com.mittee 
appointed  by  Congress  to  investigate  its  affairs,  that  it  was 
at  any  time  within  its  power  to  crush  State  and  local  institu- 
tion.i !  What  an  appalling  fact  for  the  contemplation  of 
the  Sovereign   States  of  the   Union  I     What  a  prophetic 
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warning  of  the  institutions  chartered  by  their  autliority  !—  '  which  she  can  so  amply  command  through  her  organized 
The  institutions  of  the  country  to  be  uprooted  and  erased  at  government,  and  with  which  God  and  the  People  have  en- 
thc  bidding  of  a  heartless,  soulless,  cent,  per  cent,  calculating  ,  dowed  her,  there  can  no  emergency  arise,  in  which  the  hands 
corporation  !  The  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  and  the  hearts  of  her  citizens,  would  not  be  invincibly  united 
the  people,   to  be  subjected   to  the  dominion  of  a   sordid    in  her  defence. 


moneyed  Autocracy  !  And  yet,  such  is  the  supremacy  over 
law,  liberty,  and  the  constitution,  to  which  such  an  institu- 
tion would  inevitably  have  attained.  Encroachments  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  other  times  and  nations,  were 


Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands, 


Another  topic,  of  not  less  importance  in  itself,  or  of  deep 
moment  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  is  the  act  distributing 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  swords  of  conquerors,  and  the  \  ^^^  ^pjg  ^f  li^e  public  lands.  As  a  source  of  revenue 
usurpations  of  ambitious  rulers  ;  but  experience  has  shown  ^^^^-^^^  j^  j^  proposed  to  abstract,  at  the  very  instant  when 
that  in  our  own  age  and  country,  the  strongest  contests  to  ^j^^  Federal  Treasury  is  s.iid  to  require  to  be  replenished,  it 
maintain  constitutional,  and  even  sovereign  rights,  have  been  ;  ^^,^^jj  ^^^^^  ,j].^  wantonly  seeking  a  pretext  to  increase  taxa- 
wagcd  against  an  ambitious  7nonei/  power,  m  all  its  various  i  ^j^^^  ^^^  considered  in  any  point  of  view,  it  can  be  regard- 
forms,  of  bank  monopolies,  and  protective  tariHs.  Well,  ;  ^j  j^  ,^^  ^^j^^^  ji^,,^  j,^^,^  ^j^^^^  ^f  ^  distribution  of  the  public 
therefore,  may  we  congratulate  the  country  on  having  es-  1  ^^^^^^p^  j„  one  year,  during  a  previous  administration,  the 
caped  the  ambitious  pretensions  of  an  institution  which,  ;  ^^^^^^i^  „j-  ,1,^  ^^j^^  ^f  ^lic  lands,  produced  a  revenue  of 
after  imperiously  dictating  the  humiliating  duty  to  the  Fcde-  ,  ^   ^^^^  of  twenty  inillions-a  maximum  to  which,  in  more 


ral  Executive,  of  violating  his  constitutional  obligations,  now 
threatens,  through  the  vengeance  of  a  disappointed  party, 
the  rash  and  iniquitous  retribution,  of  abolishing  the  most 
useful  and  conservative,  of  all  the  prerogatives  of  his  depart- 
ment. 


prosperous  times,  it  would  possibly  again  attain.  Its  average 
may  even  now  be  estimated  at  five  millions,  which,  if  annu- 
ally withdrawn  from  the  treasury,  leaves  tliat  deficiency  at 
least  to  be  supplied  by  increased  duties  on  imports.  That 
the  government  can  exercise  the  power  of  taxation  to  raise 
revenue  for  distribution,  is  a  principle  I  presume,  which  this 
State  is  not  prepared  to  admit.     Under  the  operation  of  the 

•.-•II     '  various  pre  cmption  laws,  and  the  frequent  reductions  in  the 

the  people  of  this  State  with  a  sohcitudeproportionrd  to  the        .g  ^f      ,,,li^  ,^,^j^^  ^,,^^3  gj^^^g  ^^.jji^.,^  ^^^e  the 

burdens  which  the  Protective  Policy  has  hitherto  imposed  ..  .      . 


Duties  on  Imports. 
The  revision  of  the  duties  on  xm^ioxls,  justly  regarded  by 


on  them,  has  been  made,  neither  in  that  spirit  of  equity,  or 
of  compromise,  which  we  had  just  reason  to  anticipate,  from 
(he  principles  and  concessions  of  the  act  of  1 833.  The  history 
of  the  opposition  of  this  State,  to  a  Tariff  for  protection,  can 
neither  be  obliterated  nor  forgotten.  And  the  high  considera- 
tions which  actuated  her,  in  consenting  to  compromise  her  in- 
terests for  a  term  ofyears,  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  Union, 
should  be  a  warning,  as  well  as  an  inducement,  to  respect  her 
rights,  as  well  as  her  forebearance.     While  the  government 


largest  contributors  to  the  "Public  Domain"  or  whose  "blood 
and  treasure"  were  most  lavishly  expended  to  acquire  it, 
have  at  the  same  time  been  subjected  to  the  greatest  sacri- 
fices, in  the  emigration  of  their  citizens,  and  in  the  diminish- 
ed value  of  their  products,  reduced  by  an  unequal  competi- 
tion with  the  more  abundant  and  teeming  resource  of  those 
new  and  fertile  regions,  which  their  enterprise  and  industry 
have  been  seduced  and  abstracted  to  cultivate,  to  the  waste 
and  abandonment  of  their  own.  It  was  enough  to  have 
..      ■  1    f  1  1  1    u  I  borne  all  this  with  patriotic  devotion  to  the  interests  of  our 

IS  acknowledged  to  be  disembarrassed  of  debt,  and  the  manu-  i  ^^^^^^  country  ;  but  when  it  is  proposed  to  divert  that  do- 
facturing  interests  perhaps  the  least  oppressed  and  the  most  |  ^^^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^.^^^  purpose  for  which  it  was  ceded,  to  af- 
prosperous  of  any  in  the  Union,  the  renewal  of  a  policy  by  ^^^j  ^  pretext  for  additional  burdens  and  taxation  on  one 
indirect  means,  which  is  now  umversalb' admitted  to  bear  ^^^^^  ^^  industry,  to  give  protection  and  bounty  to  another, 
unequally  upon  the  productive  industry  of  ditlerent  portions  j^  g^gumes  a  character  of  the  highest  injustice,  as  well  as  the 
of  the  Union,  is  a  most  flagrant  abuse  of  power,  as  well  as  a  ^_^^^^  palpable  infraction  of  constitutional  principles, 
most  wanton  violation  of  faith.  The  living  generation,  who  ;  ^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  most  humiliating 
were  the  witnesses  of  the  struggles  and  pledges  in  the  lafc  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^j^  measure  is  the  condition  of  dependency,  to 
contest  for  her  constitutional  rights,  have  not  yet  passed  ^^j^j^j^  j^  reduces  the  States,  upon  the  bounty  and  benefac- 
away— the  monuments  of  the  times  have  not  yet  perished—  |  ^^^^  ^j-^j^^  government— existing  as  they  would,  in  the  rela 
the  very  altars  consecrated  by  her  vows,  still  stand  before  us  ^j^^  ^f  subsidiaries  upon  the  profits  of  their  own  estate— 
—even  her  preparations  for  defence,  are  still  in  readiness  ^^ceivino-  its  charily,  doled  out  from  their  own  wealth,  and 
and  requisition— the  age,  its  records,  and  recollections,  have    ^^,,,,1^^^  ,^,  ^  ^^,-,^0  of  homage,  servility,  and  compliance,  by 


scarcely  become  a  part  of  history,  before  tlie  very  burdens 
and  oppressions  which  they  Vv'ere  intended  to  resist,  are  re- 
newed with  a  shameful  infidelity,  which  scL"ks  neither  pretext 
norjustification.  A  home  valuation,  cash  duties,  and  an  unrea- 
sonable and  exorbitant  revenue  of  more  than  thirty  millions, 
it  is  believed  are  little  less  onerous  in  amount,  or  unconstitu- 
tional in  effect,  than  the  enormous  forty  per  cent,  duties 
which  the  sovereignty  of  this  State  was  so  sternly  inter- 


bribes,  stolen  and  lavished  from  their  own  treasury.  Is  it 
not  to  be  regarded  as  the  first  step  to  the  assumption  of 
State  debts— designed  to  consummate  a  consolidation  of  in- 
terests, obliterating  all  distinctions  of  sovereignty,  or  pride  of 
independence,  and  tending  to  concentrate  Empire  and  Do- 
minion over  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people  7 

I  trust,  liowever,  that  the  spirit  of  reform,  which  has  been 


posed  to  resist.     And  if,  upon  the  principle  of  all  protective  ;  ^^  powerfully  evoked  by  the  errors  of  the  late  session  of 
duties,  they  are  destined  to  increase  to  an  extent  and  enor-  ,  Congress,  aiul  so  decidedly  manifested  in  the  results  of  the 


mity  to  which  our  experience  of  the  past,  as  well  as  the 
tendency  of  the  times,  most  emphatically  forebodes,  then  it 
will  be  for  you  to  say,  whether  South  Carolina  has  so  fallen 
from  her  high  eminence  of  sovereignty  and  independence, 
as  to  admit  by  a  silent  acquiescence  in  these  wrongs  and 
grievances,  that  there  is  no  "  mode,  or  remedy,  no  measure 
of  redress."  If  she  was  sufficient  tlicn  for  (he  emergency, 
she  is  doubly  adequate  and  fortified  now  in  the  union  and 
strength  of  all  her  citizens,  to  meet  aggressions  upon  her 
rights,  come  from  what  source  they  may.  Nor  is  it  less  be- 
coming the  dignity  and  character  of  a  free  State,  in  assuming 
a  position  of  defence  which  she  is  resolved  to  maintain,  to 


late  popular  elections  throughout  the  Union,  will  prevent 
the  spoils  and  plunder  of  this  system,  from  ever  soiling  the 
treasury,  or  contaminating  the  coffers  of  a  single  State  in 
the  Union.  Let  us  pause,  at  least  for  a  moment,  in  the 
hope,  that  the  correct  principles  and  high  motives  of  an  un- 
bought,  and  unterrificd  and  incorruptible  Democracy,  are 
operating  their  sure  and  salutary  influences  on  the  counsels 
and  measures  of  government. 

Resolutions  of  a  sister  Stale  to  cdter  the  Constitution. 

Among  other  resolutions,  which  as  the  ofllcial  communi- 


manifest  a  due  and  timely  regard  for  all  the  means  and  ap-  cation  of  a  sister  State,  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  a  co-ordi- 
plianccs  of  rendering  that  position,  as  strong  and  impregna-  nate  branch  of  the  government  of  this,  is  one  proposing  to 
ble  in  fact,  as  it  is  in  equity,  and  in  argument.  Disregard-  alter  the  Constitution,  to  limit  the  eligibility  of  the  Federal 
ing  all  theories,  that  so  often  confound  the  convictions  of  |  Executive  to  one  term  of  office.  The  experience  of  this 
the  best  and  pures.1  mindt;,  and  resorting  to  the  resources    State  furnishes  no  reasons  for  such  an  innovation  upon  the 
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long  established  usage  mnd  principles  of  the  government.  I 
cannot  conceive  that  it  can  be  productive  of  any  other  effects 
than  to  increase  the  usually  ovev-wvoiight  excitement  of  the 
Presidential  canvass — to  render  its  recurrence  move  frequent 
— to  disconnect  the  relations  of  sympathy  between  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  his  constituents — to  divest  him  of  the  most 
powerful  motives  to  regard  tlie  -will,  or  to  merit  tlie  appro- 
bation of  the  people — and  to  make  him  the  instrument  of  a 
party,  to  minister  to  its  purposes,  and  to  pander  to  its  lust  of 
dominations. 

In  all  the  history  of  our  government,  the  influence  of  the 
Executive  power,  to  modify  its  action  on  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  States,  has  been  of  a  conservative,  rather  than  of  an 
aggressive  character.  More  than  twice  has  it  been  inter- 
posed to  rescue  the  people  from  the  domination  and  abuse 
of  a  National  Bank.  It  was  in  defence  of  our  rights  and 
our  institutions,  that  the  determination  of  a  late  Executive 
to  refuse  his  constitutional  sanction  to  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  any  of  its  forms,  was  so  fearlessly  avowed  ;  and  this 
State,  I  presume,  can  have  no  interest  or  motive  to  remove 
the  few  salutary  checks  and  embarrassments  to  the  so  often 
unjust  and  inconsiderate  legislation  of  a  majority  in  Con- 
gress, as  to  induce  it  to  war  against  the  dignity  and  preroga- 
tives of  a  department,  the  v\'eakest  and  most  conservative, 
perhaps,  in  the  government. 

Virginia  Controversy  -iuith  jVexv   York. — Jiesoliitioiis  of 
.Alabama, 

I  also  submit  for  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, a  copy  of  the  communication  of  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State  on  the  subject  of  her  late  controversy  with  New  York  ; 
and  reports  and  resolutions  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  re- 
sponding to  the  views  and  declarations  so  solemnly  an- 
nounced by  this  State,  on  questions  deeply  involving  the 
right  of  property,  and  the  security  of  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  the  South.  Bound  by  every  consideration  of  duty, 
of  interest,  of  honor,  and  of  equity,  to  repel  so  flagrant  a  dis- 
regard of  the  rights  of  a  sister  State,  we  should  always  be 
ready  and  prompt  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  our  alliance  to  a 
cause  with  which  our  interests  are  so  intimately  identified. 
Relations  of  amity  cannot  be  preserved  even  between  sepa- 
rate nations  ;  in  which  the  rights  of  property  are  not  regard- 
ed as  they  exist,  under  the  respective  laws  of  each  ;  much 
less  can  sovereign  States  be  permanently  allied  in  a  bond  of 
Union,  under  the  same  lav^•s,  government  and  constitution, 
where  fugitives  from  the  justice,  plunderers  of  the  property, 
and  violators  of  the  laws,  of  one,  find  refuge  and  impunity 
under  the  sanction  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  other. 
No  wrong  is  more  readily  resented  by  nations — no  injustice 
can  more  deeply  stain  the  faith  or  more  essentially  impair 
the  friendly  and  intimate,  relations  of  confederated  States. — 
It  would  be  a  reproach  to  the  character  of  our  institutions  if 
claims  which  are  recognized  and  reciprocated  by  the  comity 
and  justice  of  all  civilized  nations,  should  be  scornfully  re- 
fused and  contemned  by  States  federated  under  the  same 
laws  and  Constitution.  If  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution 
which  require  one  State  to  deliver,  on  demand,  fugitives  from 
the  justice  of  another,  are  to  be  disregarded — our  institutions 
assailed — the  plunderers  of  our  property  encouraged  and 
protected — then  must  we  regard  the  perpetrator  of  these  ag- 
gressions, "  no  matter  by  whom  committed,"'  as  nfoe  to  our 
rights,  and  an  enemij  to  our  peace.  AVhcther  the  wrong  in 
this  case  has  been  done  to  Virginia  or  South  Carolina,  the 
principle  is  the  same,  the  interest  involved  common  to  both, 
and  the  responsibility  of  protecting  them  should  equally  de- 
volve on  every  State  in  the  Union,  in  which  justice  exer-  1 
cises  dominion,  or  similar  institutions  exist.  Persisting  ' 
in  such  a  course  of  unprovoked  hostility  to  the  interests  \ 
and  institutions  of  the  South,  New  York  can  only  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  any  other  aggressing  power — in  ' 
peace  friends,  but  enemies  in  war.  The  adoption  in  all  such  j 
instances,  of  a  similar  course  of  vigilance  to  that  which  the 
State  of  Virginia  has  instituted,  would  perhaps  be  a  wise 
and  necessary  precaution,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  simi- 
lar aggressions  upon  the  property  and  rights  of  our  own 
citizens  and  institutions.     We  ought,  upon  every  principle 


of  equity  and  of  interest,  to  make  common  cause  with  any 
State  whose  rights  and  institutions  are  thus  wantonly  vio- 
lated and  assailed. 

Means  of  Safety  and  Defence. 

The  position  which  it  may  become  this  State  to  assume, 
on  any  of  the  important  questions  presented,  would  seem  to 
suggest  the  importance  and  necessity  of  cultivating  and  im- 
proving her  means  of  safety  and  defence.  It  would  be  a 
mere  mockery  to  vaunt  of  riglits,  liberty,  or  sovereignty, 
without  the  spirit,  ability  or  resources  to  defend  them.  It 
would  be  better  at  once  to  endure  threatened  or  impending 
I  ills,  unaggravatcd  by  opposition,  than  by  unmeaning  denun- 
ciations, and  impotent  exhibitions  of  resistance,  to  provoke 
and  increase  their'bitlerness.  Prohibited,  both  by  the  cha- 
racter of  our  institutions,  and  the  restrictions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, from  resorting  to  any  other  means  of  cultivating  our 
military  resources  than  through  that  of  a  well-trained  and 
organized  militia,  it  should  be  cherished  to  the  highest  state 
of  perfection,  and  with  a  pride  and  assiduity  to  make  it  the 
most  efficient,  as  it  is  the  only  means  of  defending  the  rights, 
the  honor,  and  sovereignty  of  the  Slate.  The  improvement 
in  which  it  so  rapidly  progressed,  under  the  influence  of  the 
late  Brigade  Encampments,  oilers  the  highest  encourage- 
ment to  the  continuance  of  your  patronage  as  well  as  the 
happiest  illustration  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  has  hitherto  been  confcired.  Assembled  in  these 
Normal  Schools  of  drill  and  tuition,  where  a  patriotic  emu- 
lation was  excited — where  knowledge  was  imparted  and  re- 
ceived, under  the  criticism  of  the  most  improved  and  accom- 
plished officers — where  such  fiivorable  opportunities  were  af- 
forded for  discriminating  the  qualifications,  both  of  the  sol- 
dier and  tlie  citizen — and  where  that  martial  pride  and  feel- 
ing was  acquired,,  which  is  the  best,  perhaps  the  only  foun- 
dation of  an  elevated  patriotism,  combining  so  many  motives, 
stimulant  advantages  and  incentives — it  is  not  surprising 
that  from  its  results  I  should  be  enabled  to  give  you  the  grati- 
fying assurances  that  our  militia  now  comprises  in  its  or- 
ganization, a  class  of  officers  whose  knowledge  and  accom- 
plishments, would  do  credit  to  any  age,  or  service,  or  coun- 
try. With  such  inducements  before  us,  it  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted,  that  an  experiment  productive  of  so  many  advan- 
tages and  improvements,  without  any  detracting  conse- 
quences whatever,  should  have  been  prematurely  abandoned. 

Already  are  the  elfects  of  that  abandonment  visible,  in  the 
wanting  enthusiasm  of  the  service,  and  the  resignation  of 
some  of  our  ablest  officers,  from  a  conscientious  regret  and 
despondency,  for  the  future  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  their 
exertions.  Such  indications  as  these  should  be  regarded  as 
a  solemn  invocation  to  restore  a  system  from  which  the 
State  has  derived  such  important  benefits.  Confined  perhaps 
as  those  encampments  should  be,  to  commissioned  officers, 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  officer  would  be  so  insensi- 
ble to  the  honorable  pride  of  his  vocation,  or  to  the  confi- 
dence which  the  State  "reposes  in  his  courage  and  fidelity," 
as  to  regret  the  privations  and  inconveniences  of  five  days 
cSmp  service,  to  learn  the  art  of  defending  his  country  and 
its  institutions.  With  some  shght  and  salutarj'  modifications 
of  the  law  by  which  they  were  regulated,  it  is  confidently 
hoped  that  they  may  be  made  the  schools  of  correct  morals, 
as  well  as  of  patriotism  and  military  discipline.  With  the 
alteration  or  addition  of  such  provisions  as  may  promote  this 
desirable  object,  the  bill  under  the  consideration  of  the  Le- 
gislature, at  the  last  session,  in  December,  and  revised  by  the 
Adjutant  General,  with  the  accompanying  report,  is  respect- 
fully referred  to  your  consideration. 

Amid  all  ihe  portents  of  the  time — the  peril  that  every- 
where surrounds  our  domestic  institutions — the  emergency 
that  may  call  upon  us  to  vindicate  our  rights  and  principles 
— I  cannot  but  again  and  most  seriously  invoke  your  atten- 
tion, to  that  organization  of  our  military  resources  and  de- 
fences, without  a  due  regard  to  which,  no  State  action  can 
be  efficient,  and  the  assertion  of  sovereignty  itself  be  but  a 
by-word  and  a  reproach,  without  dignity,  and  without  effect. 

The  contingency  of  a  National  War,  (remote  and  distant 
as  I  trust  it  still  is,)  cannot  be  overlooked,  among  the  nu- 
merous other  inducements  to  improve  our  military  resources. 
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The  most  exposed,  perhaps,  as  we  are,  to  its  ravages,  from 
=the  neglected  condition  of  our  coast — the  greatest  sufferers, 
from  the  burdens  which  its  expenses  are  destined  to  impose 
— BO  matter  hoiv  provoked  or  originating  whether  by  the 
ambition  of  one  power,  or  the  officious  border  aggressions  of 


lions  in  which  it  has  been  vested,  have  many  years  to  com- 
plete the  term  for  which  they  were  chartered.     Such  a  dis- 
crimination with  regard  to  future  and  existing  instKutions, 
would  therefore  be  as  inefficient  as  it  would  be  invidious. 
If  I  have  a  just  and  proper  conception  of  the  objects  of  the 


the  other — there  can  be  I  am  sure,  no  selfish  or  ignoble  con-  i  proposed  amendment,  it  was  with  these  views  and  concep 


-fiiderations,  that  would  ever  restrain  the  most  generous  con 
tributions  upon  the  part  of  this  State,  of  treasure  or  of  arms, 
io  save  the  national  honor  from  tarnish  or  disgrace. 

Banking  Institutions— Suspension  of  Specie  Payments, 

By  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  in  December  last,  the  duty 
was  devolved  on  this  department,  of  proposing  for  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  several  banking  institutions  of  this  State,  an 
Act  to  amend  their  Charters,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  fu- 
ture suspension  of  specie  payments.  The  Bank  of  the  State, 
the  South-Western  Railroad  Bank,  the  Union  Bank,  and 
the  PifiiTters'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  with  a  commendable  de- 
sire to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  objects  of  the  State,  have, 
in  good  faith,  and  sincerity,  accepted  its  provisions. 

In  executing  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature,  in  that 
spirit  of  mildness  and  forbearance  in  which  I  am  sure  they 


tions,  that  the  State  thought  proper  to  require  these  salutary 
concessions  from  her  chartered  institutions,  to  her  sovereign 
authority  and  supervision.  Deriving  extraordinary  privileges 
and  immunities  from  her  liberality,  she  has  pre-eminent  and 
irresistible  claims  upon  theiv  confidence  and  gratitude. — 
Trusted  for  a  long  course  of  years,  with  the  exercise  of  right 
and  powers  and  franchises  sovereign  in  their  nature,  and 
which  can  appertain  to  none  of  her  citizens  individually,  she 
may  well  urge  a  moral,  as  well  as  a  political  right,  to  be 
trusted  in  turn,  with  a  discretion,  which  she  cannot  exercise 
for  her  o~um  interest  without  promoting  theirs.  That  she 
has  generously  sustained  them  in  all  past  misfortunes  and 
difficulties,  is  the  highest  evidence  of  her  future  kindness  and 
liberality;  and  should  be  the  last  pretext  invoked,  to  sustain 
either  present  or  future  acts  of  contumacy.  And  while  the 
interests  of  her  citizens  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
were  conceived,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  overlook  the  delay  of  ;  their  stability  and  success,  the  restraining  influence  of  a  just 


a  few  weeks,  after  the  precise  period  fixed  by  law,  for  the 
scceptance  of  the  two  latter  institutions  ;  apprised  as  I  was, 
4hat  it  had  arisen  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  and  not 
from  a  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
-iions  of  the  law. 

It  is  due  to  the  high  character  v/hich  these  institutions 
■have  hitherto  sustained,  and  I  am  sure  reflects  no  injustice 
upon  the  motives  of  the  Legislature,  to  state,  that  the  object 
of  this  enactment  was  to  prevent  anticipated  evils,  rather 
than  to  punish  past  or  existing  abuses.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment having,  in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  and  sound  policy, 
abandoned  that  control  over  the  currency  which  it  had  hith- 
erto usurped,  the  necessity  of  a  stricter  superviaon  over  the 
monetary  affairs  of  this  State,  had  become  more  obligatory 
upon  those,  to  whom  the  people  have  entrusted  the  power 
of  regulating  them. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  it  could  not  be  deemed  an  un- 
necessary or  officious  act  of  caution,  upon  the  part  of  this 
State,  if  she  resorted  to  all  the  ordinary  and  legitimate  means 
of  rendering  her  own  currency,  sound,  safe,  adequate  and 
Btable.  The  exercise  of  these  means  she  has  hitherto  dele- 
gated, in  a  great  (and  perhaps  an  imprudent)  extent,  to  her 
banking  institutions,  by  the  extraordinary  privileges  and  im- 
munities with  which  she  had  endowed  them.  If  the  trust 
has  heretofore  been  faithfully  and  ably  executed,  the  merit 
is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  virtue,  and  fidelity  of  the  agents, 
rather  than  to  the  want  of  any  power  or  opportunity,  to 
abuse  if ;  or  to  any  provisions  in  the  laws,  to  restrain  or 
punish  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  this  State  was  per- 
haps necessarily  forced  to  entertain  the  question,  whether 
she  had  irrevocably  parted  with  all  power  to  regulate  her 
own  currency,  or  delegated  that  power,  without  reserve,  re- 


and  enlightened  popular  feeling,  will  be  ever  ready  to  inter- 
pose, to  prevent  the  capricious  exercise  of  legislative  aa~ 
thoritj'. 

To  these  high  considerations,  may  perhaps  be  added  ano- 
ther, of  not  less  practical  iinportance  :  that  the  salutary  in- 
fluence of  State  authority  would  perhaps  greatly  conduce,  in 
times  of  extraordinary  calamity,  to  prevent  those  controver- 
sies and  discussions  between  the  banks  themselves,  which 
were  so  unhappily  exemplified  in  the  history  of  some  of  our 
own  institutions,  during  the  disastrous  events  of  the  late 
suspension.  That  it  has  already  exercised  a  salutary  and 
judicious  influence,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  un- 
der the  operation,  of  its  provisions,  the  banks  of  this  State 
alone,  of  all  the  institutions  South  of  the  Potomac,  have  if? 
good  faith  and  reality  met  engagements  or  demands  for  spe- 
cie, without  pretext  or  evasion. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  necessity  which 
Induced  to  the  enactment  of  this  statute,  the  rejection  of  its 
provisions,  by  some  of  these  institutions,  has  made  it  a  ques- 
tion of  the  gravest  import,  from  the  discussion  and  decisiors 
of  which,  this  State  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of  her  digni- 
ty and  self-respect,  shrink,  or  recede.  In  this  aspect  of  the 
question,  I  felt  constrained,  by  every  sense  of  duty  ;  as  well 
as  of  allegiance,  to  exercise  all  the  authority  with  which  I 
was  entrusted  by  the  Legislature  or  the  Constitution,  to  en- 
force the  objects  of  the  law  through  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
the  Stale.  With  this  view,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  engage  the 
services  of  several  of  the  most  efficient  gentlemen  of  the  Bar 
as  assistant  counsel,  to  co-operate  with  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, and  Solicitors.  I  regard  it  as  the  more  necessary  to  do 
so,  as  the  season  of  the  year  at  which  the  Court  was  held  in 
Charleston,  as  well  as  the  demands  of  their  respective  Cir- 


straint,  control,  or  supervision,  on  her  part,  for  Ihe  term  of  cuits,  would  necessarily  deprive  the  State  of  the  able  service 
years  for  which  she  has  chartered  her  moneyed  institutions,  oi  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  Solicitors.  I  had  no  authority  to 
If  in  fact  there  does  exist  this //npern/m  m //77/;e;-/o,  for  the  com?«a7zr/ their  presence  and  services  in  Charleston;  and 
exercise  of  to  important  a  power,  the  people  of  this  State  under  such  circumstances  of  inconvenience,  as  those  under 
might  well  ask,  upon  what  constitutional  principle  a  save-  ■  which  they  would  have  been  rendered,  I  could  not  presume 
reign  right,  which  can  only  be  exercised  legilimatelu  by  !  off  daily  to  request  them.  The  arduous  duties  which  would 
their  own  government,  has  been  delegated  to  agents,  politi-  therefore  have  devolved  upon  the  Attorney  General,  could 
caliy  irresponsible  to  them.  In  such  an  issue,  it  is  not  a  very    not  have  been  performed,  even  by  his  indefatigable  zeal  and 

industry,  but  at  l!ie  expense  of  every  other  duty  and  engage- 
ment. And  although  having  every  confidence  in  the  talents 
and  attainments  which  have  so  deservedly  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  his  profession,  yet  the  grave  responsibility  of  advo- 


remote  or  fanciful  anticipation,  that  if  so  important  a  right 
were  indeed  improvidently  lost  in  law,  it  would  but  too  pro- 
bably, in  the  absence  of  any  other  resort,  be  reclaimed  by  re- 
volution. 

The  wisdom  and  propriety  of  retaining  some  checks  and 
-guards,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  proposed,  upon  the 
extraordinary  privileges  with  which  this  State  has  endowed 
her  chartered  institutions,  is  I  presume  universally  admitted, 
in  reference  to  those  hereafter  to  be  chartered.  It  will  readi- 
ly, however,  occur  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  a  prospec- 
tive legislation  in  this  respect,  could  remedy  none  of  the  ex- 
isting evils. 

The  banking  capital  of  the  State  is  more  than  equal  to  its 
cxigeijcifis  and  requirements,  and  (he  mcst  of  those  corpora- 


j  eating  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  dignity  of  the  State, 

'  on  a  question  of  such  vital  importance,  I  regarded  as  too 

great,  as  too  serious,  (and  it  was  even  deemed  so  by  his 

modest  sense  of  his  own  merit,)  to  be  devolved  on  the  abili- 

!  ties  of  a  single  advocate. 

]  From  the  manner  and  ability  with  which  their  duty  has 
I  been  performed,  I  have  derived  the  greatest  satisfaction  ;  and 
j  the  people  and  the  State  I  trust,  lasting  and  essential  benefit, 
;  from  the  arduous  and  able  efforts  with  which  their  rights 
and  interests  have  been  vindicated,  and  discussed. 
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Permanent  and  prospective  mode  of  regulating  our 
Citrrency. 

In  connexion  with  these  remarks,  relative  (o  the  contro- 
versy into  which  this  State  has  been  so  unfortunately  drawn 
by  the  recusancy  of  some  of  her  banking  institutions,  it  may 
not  be  improper  for  you  to  direct  your  views  to  the  considera- 
tion of  some  permanent  and  prospective  mode,  of  regulating 
our  currency.  I  assume,  of  cour=c,  that  this  State  can  never 
acquiesce  in  the  existence  of  a  National  Corporation,  or  ad- 
mit the  necessity  of  subjecting  its  monetary  aSairs  to  the  ar- 
bitrary and  exclusive  control  of  such  an  institution. 

Much  of  the  pressure  and  difilcuity  under  which  our  com- 
munity has  labored,  has  arisen  from  the  constraint  imposed 
upon  the  operations  of  our  banking  institutions,  by  the  dis- 
sensions, necessaril}'  incident  to  an  inequality  of  banking 
capital.  There  is  probably  no  fact  in  the  economy  of  bank- 
ing operations  more  incontrovertible,  than  that  the  business 
of  a  moderate  capital,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  is 
usually  productive  of  the  highest  rates  of  profits.  And  if, 
in  our  experience,  there  exists  any  exception  to  this  rule,  in 
favor  of  the  larger  banking  institutions,  it  is  because  the  late 
policy  of  the  State,  in  creating  so  vast  a  disproportion  of 
capital  as  now  exists,  has  substituted  the  dominion  of  the 
few,  for  the  honorable  competition  of  all,  and  thereby  pro- 
duced strife  and  discord,  where  nothing  but  a  generous  emu- 
lation of  profit  and  usefulness,  should  prevail. 

The  greater  profits  of  the  banking  system  are  presumed  to 
be  derived  from  its  operations  in  exchanges.  In  proportion 
to  the  exorbitancy  of  the  rates  produced  by  the  derangement 
of  the  currency,  and  the  pressure  and  difRculty  of  the  times  ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  advantages  of  the  capital  by  which 
an  institution  may  monopolize  that  branch  of  business,  so 
may  its  interest  and  tencfencies  be  directed  to  protract,  and 
even  to  increase  that  State  of  disorder,  from  which  it  ac- 
quires its  greatest  gains.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  a  wise  po- 
licy which  supplies  to  private  corporations,  in  excessive  capi- 
tal, the  power,  motives,  and  inducements  to  profit  by  the  em- 
barrassments, or  to  extort  from  the  necessities  and  inconve- 
niences, of  the  people. 

Bank  of  tlie  State. 

I  do  not  mean  by  these  general  propositions,  to  imply  a 
censure  on  the  conduct,  or  illustrate  the  abuses  of  any  one 
of  our  own  institutions.  The  example  of  one  of  them,  at 
least,  during  the  late  suspension,  so  far  from  manifesting 
such  a  policy,  cannot  be  too  liighly  commended  for  its  for- 
bearance in  the  use  of  its  advantages,  as  well  as  its  wisdom 
and  firmness,  in  maintaining  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
iSouth.  Still,  an  undue  and  dangerous  power  over  our  cur- 
rency, is  necessarilii  incident  to  the  position  of  financial  au- 
tocracy which  it  occupies.  And  if  that  power  has  not  been 
tyrannically  or  corruptly  used  to  its  injury,  or  the  detriment 
of  the  public,  it  has  been  owing  solely  to  the  discreet  forbear- 
ance of  those  who  wielded  it,  and  not  to  any  safeguards  pro- 
vided by  the  laws  to  restrain  it. 

A  reduction  of  the  capitals  of  the  several  banking  institu- 
tions of  this  State,  (were  their  charters  to  be  renewed,)  to 
some  common  and  moderate  standard,  less  than  that  of  our 
State  institution,  would  probably  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
future  evils  arising  from  this  cause.  But  in  the  meantime, 
to  strengthen  the  influence  of  our  State  Bank,  either  by  an 
increase  of  capital  or  of  immunities,  is  perhajis  at  present, 
the  most  efficacious,  and  the  onhj  means,  of  correcting  ex- 
isting ills,  which  legislative  action  cannot  otherwise  reach, 
without  violating  the  charters  which  sanction  them.  Whe- 
ther this  State  should  participate  in  banking  operations  at 
all,  cannot  now  be  regarded  as  an  open  or  a  practical  ques- 
tion. But  whether  she  should  not  use  her  institution,  in  the 
language  of  a  distinguished  statesman,  to  "  unbank  "  the 
abuses  of  the  system,  is  a  policy  that  deserves  to  be  well 
considered.  Such  a  position  it  is  presumed  the  Bank  of  the 
State  would  occupy,  with  a  most  dignified,  salutary  and  ju- 
dicious effect.  Certain  it  is,  in  my  estimation,  that  so  long 
as  the  State  engages  and  competes  in  banking  operations, 
her  institution  should  at  least  exercise  a  controlling  influ-  j 
ence  on  her  monetary  affairs  ;  or  else  present  the  strange  po-  ' 


litical  anomally  of  the  public  treasury,  (with  which  it  i.s 
practically  identified,)  and  the  people's  money,  subjected  to 
the  capricious  and  selfish  domination  of  private  corporations 
which,  however  beneficently  exercised  heretofore,  is  always 
liable  to  abuse.  That  its  present  resources  are  inadequate 
to  this  object,  is  but  too  apparent  from  the  inconvenience 
and  restrictions,  to  which,  in  all  times  of  great  pressure  and 
difficulty,  it  has  been  subjected. 

Whether  it  may  not  be  expedient,  in  the  event  of  increas- 
ing its  capital,  to  associate  private  interests,  which  may  al- 
ways exercise  a  salutary  vigilance  on  its  operations  ;  or,  by 
merging,  as  their  charters  expire,  the  whole  banking  capital 
of  the  Slate  into  one  system,  proportionatelij  controlled  by 
the  Stockholders  and  Representatives  of  the  people,  are  mea- 
sures which  I  would  suggest  as  worthy  of  your  considera- 
tion. Such  a  system  of  finance,  \^  uniformly  adopted  by  the 
States,  regulated  and  modified  by  the  influence  of  a  nation- 
al sub-treasury  system,  it  is  believed  would  furnish  the  best 
and  soundest  currency  in  the  world. 

The  report  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  will  apprize  you 
of  the  profits  which  have  accrued  from  the  transactions  of 
this  institution  for  the  past  year  ;  and  for  a  review  of  the  cir- 
cumstances and  embarrassments  pervading  the  community 
under  which  they  have  been  realized,  you  need  not  be  re- 
ferred to  a  monitor  more  faithful  than  your  own  experience. 
Satisfactory  as  those  profits  are,  considering  the  character  of 
the  times,  they  have  been  derived  from  accommodations  as 
beneficent  in  their  eflTects,  as  they  have  been  safely  and  ju- 
diciously administered,  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution  it- 
self. Without  resorting  to  any  of  the  usurious  expedients 
of  the  times,  its  resources  have,  I  believe,  been  as  faithfully 
and  humanely  directed  to  protect  the  property  of  the  citizen, 
as  patriotically  to  subserve  the  interests  of  the  State. 

Financial  Jlffairs  of  the  State. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Stale,  as 
you  will  find  presented  in  the  Comptroller's  Report,  you  will 
perceive  the  expediency  of  exercising  the  same  rigid  and  ju- 
dicious econom}',  in  the  disbursements  of  the  revenue,  which 

has  hitherto  prevented  the  necessity  of  increased  taxation. 

Additional  burdens  upon  the  labor  and  property  of  the  peo- 
ple, should  not  be  imposed  in  times  of  such  embarrassment 
and  distress,  except  for  objects  of  such  primary  necessity  and 
importance,  as  affect  the  permanent  tueal  and  safely  of  the 
State,  or  any  of  the  gvcsit  principles  of  constitutional  liberty. 
Improved  as  our  resources  are,  in  comparison  to  the  aspect 
presented  at  the  last  session,  the  treasury  is  still  far  from 
having  obtained  a  redundant  and  overflowing  condition.  It 
will  be  found,  I  trust,  however,  adequate  to  meet  all  such 
necessary  exigencies  as  cannot  be  neglected  without  conse- 
quences more  ruinous  than  the  most  wasteful  and  inconsi- 
derate extravagance. 

Public  Works  and  Improvements. 

The  condition  of  the  public  works  and  improvements  ef- 
fected at  so  much  cost  to  the  Slate — some  of  which  are  still 
unfinished,  others  unprofitable,  and  many  falling  into  decay 
— will  demand  your  attention,  either  to  abandon,  repair,  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  them.  The  sale  or  ease  of  many  of 
them,  under  the  supervision  of  commissioners  appointed  in 
the  several  communities  in  which  they  are  located,  at  a  price 
not  less  than  the  value,  (estimated  by  the  Comptroller  or 
Superintendent,)  would  perhaps  be  one  of  the  most  effica- 
cious and  satisfactory  modes  of  relieving  the  State  from  far- 
ther embarrassment  and  expense. 

The  impracticable  condition  of  the  road  through  \''ance's 
Swamp,  and  its  great  importance,  as  the  ordinary-,  and  I  be- 
lieve, the  only  channel  of  intercourse  with  Charleston,  to 
more  than  three  districts  in  this  State,  as  well  as  a  large 
portion  of  North  Carolina,  makes  ii  highly  desirable  that  the 
liberal  appropriations  already  made  to  improve  it,  should  not 
be  utterly  lost,  by  the  ruinous  and  incomplete  condition  in 
which  it  now  remains.  More  than  twenty  thousand  dollars 
were  expended  by  the  State,  in  constructing  the  original 
road  ;  from  which  it  has  derived  neither  benefit  nor  improve- 
ment. Ten  thousand  dollars  were  afterwards  received  by  a 
contractor,  for  erecting  the  skeleton  of  a  bridge  which  having 
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been  rejected  as  perishable  and  dangerous,  was  abandoned 
and  removed.  Of  the  last  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  to  embank  the  swamp,  the  contractor  has  received 
the  first  instalment,  and  after  accomplishing  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  work,  at  a  ruinous  expense  to  himself, 
has  been  compelled  to  abandon  it,  from  the  exhaustion  of 
his  resources,  the  influence  of  recurring  freshets,  and  an  in- 
ability to  complete  a  contract  so  far  exceeding  the  estimated 
cost  and  labor.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation  still  re- 
mains in  the  treasury ;  and  if  diverted  from  the  object  first 
contemplated  by  the  Legislature,  will  leave  the  State  with- 
out a  single  corresponding  benefit,  to  compensate  for  all  the 
sacrifices  of  treasure,  which  have  been  so  ruinously  sustained 
by  both  State  and  individuals. 

System  of  road  xuorkin^. 
No  portion  of  the  police  or  statistics  of  the  State,  is  pre- 
sumed to  require  more  radical  reform,  than  our  system  of 
road  working.  There  is  no  object  upon  which  so  much  la- 
bor and  expense  is  so  unprofilably  bestowed,  or  so  unequal- 
ly contributed,  by  the  different  classes  of  society.  Notwith- 
standing the  annual  impositions  upon  the  time,  labor,  and 
purses  of  our  citizens,  the  condition  of  our  roads  is  far  from 
manifesting  a  corresponding  degree  of  improvement.  Nor 
is  it  less  obvious,  that  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  bur- 
den which  the  present  system  devolves  upon  the  people,  is 
Bustained,  almost  exclusively  by  \he,  agricultural  miexest. — 
The  labor  or  profits  of  the  capitalists,  or  of  the  professions, 
(no  matter  how  productive  or  enormous,)  are  practically  ex- 
empt from  these  assessments,  which  always  recur,  and 
which  sometimes  fall  with  much  inconvenient  force  upon 
the  interests  of  the  planter.  Nor  are  the  objections  arising 
from  principle,  less  cogent  than  those  which  are  so  amply 
illustrated,  by  the  experience  of  its  inefficiency  and  inequality. 
The  sovereign  power  of  taxing,  even  within  a  limited  discre- 
tion, the  property  and  labor  of  the  people,  as  possessed  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  now  established  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  State,  can  never  be  safely  or  wisely  reposed  in 
ani/body  of  men,  however  virtuous  or  discreet,  not  elect edhy 
the  people  themselves,  and  wholly  irresponsible  to  any  of 
the  penalties  of  the  law,  or  even  to  the  consequences  of  im- 
i/peachment,  for  any  of  the  ordinary  abuses  of  the  trust.  The 
powers  entrusted  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  are  not 
only  of  a  ministerial,  but,  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
vested,  of  a  legislative  character ;  and  if  they  have  not  been 
hitherto  tbused,  to  the  oppression  of  the  citizen,  it  is  because 
the  forbearance  and  justice  of  the  officers  have  imposed  more 
salutary  restraints,  than  the  provisions  of  the  law.  If  pow- 
ers of  the  same  character  and  extent,  were  conferred  in  a 
military  or  any  other  tribunal,  accompanied  with  the  self- 
perpetuating  prerogative  of  electing  its  own  members,  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  authority  of  the  government 
would  be  regarded  as  deeply  endangered  or  subverted.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  effects  of  the  present  system  are  most 
to  be  deprecated,  in  the  execrable  condition  of  most  |of  our 
high-ways,  or  in  the  capricious,  partial,  and  oppressive  exer- 
cise, in  numerous  instances,  of  the  most  despotically  and 
obnoxiously  admnistered  power,  in  the  State.  If,  therefore 
the  present  system  must  necessarily  be  continued,  from  a 
supposed  impracticability  of  devising  any  other,  I  would  re- 
commend that  the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  sever- 
al boards,  should  devolve  upon  the  people,  at  the  same  time, 
and  under  the  same  restrictions,  as  appertain  to  the  election 
of  their  Representatives.  If  it  cannot  be  inspired  with  a 
spirit  and  energy  for  usefulness,  let  it  at  least  be  shorn  and 
divested  of  its  power  and'tendency  to  evil.  I  caimot  I  trust 
too  impressively  invite  your  attention  to  a  subject,  of  so  much 
practical  importance  ;  and  while  the  improvement  of  roads, 
as  one  of  the  indispensable  means  of  advancing  commerce, 
has  justly  been  regarded  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  as  the  evi- 
dence of  increasing  prosperity  and  civilization,  the  patriotic 
emulation  which  I  am  sure  you  are  always  ready  to  mani- 
fest in  promoting  the  weal,  will  direct  your  most  sedulous 
€xertion  to  the  improvement  of  our  own. 

Revision  of  the  Criminal  La-iv, 
The  revision  of  our  criminal  law,  in  many  essential  par- 
ticulars, is  required  by  the  dictates  of  policy,  as  well  as  of 


humanity.  The  effects  of  time  and  circumstances,  have 
produced  so  many  modifications  in  the  character  of  some 
crimes,  that  it  is  difficult,  in  many  instances,  either  to  pro- 
cure convictions  or  enforce  punishment.  Where  the  penal- 
alty  exceeds  the  sense  of  public  justice  or  where  the  feelings 
of  commiseration  for  the  culprit  overpower  the  apprehension 
of  consequences  to  the  safety  or  interests  of  the  community, 
neither  the  wisdom  of  the  Judiciary,  nor  the  firmness  of  the 
Executive,  can  prevent  a  law  from  becoming  as  absolute  as 
it  is  odious.  Of  this  class  of  cases  may  perhaps  be  enume- 
rated some  of  the  lesser  grades  of  forgery,  the  punishment 
of  which  as  a  capital  offence,  has  gradually  been  ameliorated, 
even  by  the  policy  of  those  nations,  from  whose  commercial 
exigencies,  they  were  originated.  Were  it  even  necessary 
to  have  exceeded,  in  this  instance,  the  inflictions  of  the  di- 
vine command,  in  the  enumerated  offences  to  be  expiated  by 
death,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  force  of  that  necessity  has 
gradually  diminished,  under  the  influence  of  time  and  circum- 
stances. 

Trial  of  slaves  for  capital  offences. 

The  trial  of  slaves  for  capital  offences,  in  the  ordinarily 
summary  mode  of  process,  and  in  the  midst  of  all  those  cir- 
cumstances of  excitement  in  which  feeling  of  partiality  or 
of  prejudice  are  so  apt  to  predominate,  must  be  admitted  to 
be  capable  of  producing  those  perversions  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  from  which  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the 
interests  of  property  should  be  protected.  Within  the  small 
circle  of  neighborhood  communities,  so  easilj'  swayed  by 
passion  or  feeling,  vindictive  motives  to  the  master,  may 
sometimes  conduce  to  the  punishment  of  the  slave,  while  the 
influence  of  a  popular  favorite,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be 
successfully  exercised  to  extenuate  the  crimes  of  the  ctilprit. 
The  result  of  my  reflection  and  experience,  therefore,  in- 
duces me  to  reiterate  the  recommendation  of  one  of  my  pre- 
decessors to  alter  the  present  mode  of  trial  to  a  jury  of  twelve 
freeholders,  to  be  assembled  at  the  court  house ;  and  the 
prosecution  in  all  cases  (and  the  defence  when  practicable) 
to  be  conducted  by  counsel.  The  convenience  of  the  Par- 
ishes, remote  as  some  of  them  are  from  the  seat  of  justice, 
may  readily  be  accommodated  by  special  provisions.  If,  in 
making  this  recommendation,  I  have  said  little  more  than 
to  repeat  the  suggestions  of  some  of  my  predecessors,  it  is 
perhaps  for  that  very  reason  entitled  to  your  more  serious 
consideration,  as  the  result  of  the  matured  and  accumulated 
experience  of  this  department,  in  all  its  stages  of  occupancy 
and  of  succession.  The  instances  of  awakened  regret  and 
contrition,  on  the  part  of  many  of  those  judicial  tribunals, 
invoking  the  interposition  of  executive  clemency,  to  modify 
or  arrest  their  own  hasiy  and  often  illegal  convictions,  are 
of  frequent  and  ordinary  occurrence. 

Free  School  Fund. 

The  present  mode  of  applying  the  Free  School  Fund  has 
been  productive  of  no  benefit,  to  correspond  with  the  most 
munificent  of  all  the  benefactions  of  our  State  Government, 
to  improve  the  moral  condition  of  her  people.  The  experi- 
ment of  many  years,  not  only  presents  us  with  the  result  of 
a  large  proportion  of  our  indigent  citizens,  who  have  grown 
up  without  the  encouragement  or  the  opportunity  to  parti- 
cipate in  its  advantages,  but  at  the  same  time  forces  upon  us 
the  conviction,  that  these  opportunities,  when  enjoyed,  have 
in  many  instances  been  accompanied  by  a  standard  of  mor- 
als, as  well  as  of  tuition,  as  vitiated,  and  perhaps  more  inju- 
rious, than  the  worst  consequences  of  the  most  profound 
ignorance.  While  our  grammar  schools  and  literary  semi- 
naries have  advanced  and  improved  in  proportion  to  the 
increasing  intelligence  of  the  age,  and  to  the  higiier  require- 
ments of  our  colleges,  the  character  of  our  free  schools  has 
depreciated  in  all  the  essential  requisites  of  a  sound  and  ju- 
dicious course  of  education.  Where  are  their  beneficial 
effects  to  be  witnessed,  in  any  of  their  influences  on  society] 
Where  are  the  monuments  of  their  usefulness  to  be  seen  in 
any  new  illuminations  of  science,  or  improvements  in  the 
arts  ]  What  signal  example  can  be  adduced,  to  illustrate  a 
solitary  instance  of  moral  or  intellectual  reclamation,  for  the 
expenditure  of  more  than  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  annu- 
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ally  ?  Better  would  it  be  to  leave  the  mind  entirely  to  na- 
ture's influences,  and  Heaven's  inspiration,  than  to  pervert 
the  understanding,  and  corrupt  the  heart  by  a  depraved  and 
injudicious  course  of  education.  The  result  of  so  many 
years  experience,  is  enough  to  dissatisfy  your  hopes,  in  the 
present  mode  of  applying  the  liberality  of  the  State,  but  not 
I  trust,  to  discourage  your  eflbrts  to  improve  it.  When  the 
State  assumes  to  become  the  guardian  of  the  education  of 
any  portion  of  her  citizens,  the  character  of  that  education 
should  be  of  a  kind  not  inferior  to  the  most  useful  and  im- 
proved standard  of  tuition.  I  am  inclined  to  the  conviction, 
that  if  elevated  to  the  condition  of  the  highest  order  of  Eng- 
lish grammar  schools — one  to  be  established  in  each  district, 
county,  or  parish — the  course  of  instruction  being  chiefly 
directed  to  the  acquisition  of  some  of  those  scientific  attain- 
ments so  necessary  to  success  in  the  useful  and  mechanic 
art — and  associated  with  a  system  of  manual  labor,  to  in- 
vigorate the  body,  as  well  as  to  enlighten  the  understanding 
— they  would  attain  to  a  much  more  permanent  and  extend- 
ed sphere  of  usefulness.  But  a  very  necessary  arrangement, 
in  my  view,  to  any  radical  reformation  in  the  system,  would 
be  the  appointment  of  a  general  Superintendent,  whose  prac- 
tical observation  and  experience,  would  furnish  many  valua- 
ble suggestions  for  your  future  action;  as  well  as  introduce 
in  the  meantime,  salutary  improvements,  in  the  present  mode 
of  instruction.  If  the  expense  of  a  salary  should  be  thought 
to  constitute  an  objection  to  this  experiment,  the  amount  ne- 
nessary  to  compensate  such  an  officer,  might  be  beneficially 
abstracted  from  the  fund  itself;  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  be 
found  to  contribute  to  the  economy,  as  well  as  the  improving 
effects  arising  from  the  distribution  of  the  balance. 

Treaty  to  extinguish  the  Title  of  the  Catawba  Indians. 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  to  carry  into 
effect  a  treaty,  to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Catawba  Indians, 
to  land  in  the  districts  of  York  and  Lancastar,  and  to  pur- 
chase other  territory  for  their  residence  and  subsistence,  an 
agent,  in  whose  intelligence  and  fidelitj^  the  greatest  confi- 
dence is  reposed  by  the  proprietors  and  chiefs,  was  appointed 
by  this  department,  with  such  specific  instructions  as  were 
deemed  best  comporting  with  the  wise  and  benevolent  views 
of  the  Legislature.  By  the  report  of  the  agent  herewith 
transmitted,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  the  objections  urged 
by  the  Executive  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  purchase  of  land 
in  that  State,  precludes  the  possibility  of  gratifying  the  wish 
expressed  by  some  of  their  chiefs,  to  unite  their  declining 
tribe  with  the  remains  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  now  resident 
there.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  acquisition  of  other 
lands,  within  the  limits  of  our  own  domain,  may  be  advan- 
tageously made  for  them  ;  and  the  faith  of  the  State,  as  well 
as  the  exigency  of  this  now  homeless  and  landless  people, 
require  that  the  necessary  appropriation  should  be  made 
during  the  present  session,  to  comply  with  this  important 
condition  of  the  treaty.  The  proprietors  having  on  their 
part  conformed  to  all  the  stipulations  and  requirements  of 
the  law  and  the  treaty,  the  taxes  imposed  by  the  Legislature, 
having  been  received  into  the  Treasury — and  the  annuities 
which  have  hitherto  constituted  the  ordinary  means  of  sub- 
sistence to  the  Indians,  being  accordingly  abstracted — the 
fulfilment  of  the  obligations  assumed  by  the  State,  is  now 
imperative,  to  relieve  this  improvident  people,  from  a  state 
of  utter  destitution,  and  dependence  on  the  charity  and  be- 
nevolence of  the  community. 

Resignation  of  the  late  President  of  our  College. 

I  regret  to  communicate  to  you  the  resignation  of  the  late 
President  of  our  College,  whose  sphere  of  usefulness,  in  that 
high  and  dignitied  station,  has  been  occupied  with  such  de- 
cided and  distinguished  benefit  to  the  institution,  and  to  the 
State.  Under  his  wise  and  judicious  control,  its  literary 
character  has  not  only  been  more  than  fully  sustained,  both 
in  the  acquirements  of  the  students,  and  the  ability  of  the 
professors,  but  its  morala  have  at  the  same  time  ailvanced  to 
a  state  of  purity  and  improvement,  which  it  is  believed  has 
never  been  surpassed,  in  the  experience  of  this  or  any  other 
seminary.  Deeply  regretting  the  loss,  as  well  as  the  cir-  1 
cumstances  which  have  deprived  us  of  his  services,  wc  may  I 


still  confidently  hope  that  his  character  and  example  are  so 
indelibly  impressed  upon  the  institution,  and  its  successive 
generations  of  youth,  that  its  lingering  influences  will  con- 
tinue to  guide  and  to  actuate  it,  in  the  same  honorable 
course  of  virtue  and  success,  I  need  not,  I  trust,  recom- 
mend to  your  continued  favor  and  patronage,  an  institution, 
whose  enlightened  contributions  have  extended  to  every 
pursuit  and  avocation — everij  art  and  science,  as  cultivated 
in  our  State — and  whose  influences  have  been  diffused 
through  all  the  walks  and  vocations  of  life,  occupying  every 
station  in  society,  pervading  every  profession,  and  adorning 
the  bench,  the  bur,  the  pulpit,  and  our  legislative  councils. 
The  moral  weight  and  influence  which  South  Carolina  has 
so  long  exercised,  through  the  talents  and  usefulness  of  her 
statesmen,  on  the  aflfairs  of  this  Union,  and  which  this  in- 
stitution has  so  largely  contributed  to  preserve,  is  of  itself  an 
over-ruling  inducement  to  foster  and  improve  it. 

Encouragement  to  ..Agricultural  Improvements. 

Encouragement  to  promote  agricultural  improvements, 
have  never  received  that  consideration  which  their  impor- 
tance merits,  from  the  representatives  of  a  people  so  entirely 
absorbed  in  the  pursuit,  and  dependent  upon  the  success  of 
that  branch  of  industry,  as  are  the  citizens  of  this  State,  It 
would  not  be  so  much  a  mattcrof  surprise  (however  improv- 
ident it  might  be  regarded)  if  its  interests  had  been  so  en- 
tirely neglected  or  overlooked,  by  the  government  of  a 
community  purely  pastoral  or  commercial.  But  in  South 
Carolina,  it  is  admitted  to  be  the  great,  the  absorbing,  and 
almost  the  onljj  productive  interest ;  and  our  daily  experience 
proves,  that  it  is  the  constant  aspiration  of  every  other  em- 
ployment, to  vest  its  accumulated  earnings  in  its  pursuit. — 
In  the  economy  of  this  State,  it  is  the  aliment  ofevery  other 
business  and  vocation.  Its  productions  supply  the  traffic  of 
the  merchants  ;  its  requirements  give  employment  to  the  pro- 
fessions; and  its  patriotism  and  industry  contribute  the  lar- 
ger portion  of  our  revenue.  Our  statute  books  furnish  am- 
ple evidence  of  a  wise  and  provident  regard  to  protect,  as 
well  as  to  promote,  the  interests  of  other  classes  and  pursuits, 
by  the  limited  partnerships,  commercial  regulations,  and  cor- 
porate privileges  and  franchises,  which  they  have  so  libe- 
rally established.  In  the  benefits  of  legislation,  either  par- 
tial or  discriminative,  to  advance  its  peculiar  interests,  it 
does  not  comport  with  the  independent  character  of  the  agri- 
cultural community,  to  desire  to  paricipate.  But  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  wealth  of  the  .State — in  the  improvement 
of  objects  common  to  the  enterprise  and  the  interests  of  all 
— it  might  reasonably  solicit  and  expect,  the  aid  and  patron- 
age of  our  State  Government.  A  Geological  Survey  of  our 
mineral  resources,  (which  chance  and  accident  are  every  day 
so  wonderfully  developing,)  a  scientific  analysis  of  the  dif- 
ferent soils,  so  important  to  their  profitable  and  judicious 
culture,  may  I  presume  be  considered  among  the  general 
and  legitimate  objects  to  which  legislative  encouragement 
should  be  directed.  The  beneficial  influence  of  the  produc- 
tive corporations  and  other  new  investments  of  capital,  so 
usefully  and  successfully  operating  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  interior  and  upper  portions  of  the  State,  are  illustra- 
tive of  the  policy  of  instituting  scientific  researches,  to  en- 
lighten and  stimulate  their  labors.  In  diversifying  the  pur- 
suits of  industry — in  extracting,  as  well  as  diffusing,  the  per- 
manent sources  of  wealth  from  the  valuable  ores  and  pro- 
ducts of  the  earth — they  have  increased  and  multiplied  the 
means  of  national  prosperity,  added  to  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  society,  distributed  new  employments,  and  in- 
fused life,  energy  and  enterprise,  into  the  habits  and  charac- 
ter of  our  people.  A  small  annual  appropriation  to  establish 
premiums,  promotive  of  the  objects  to  which  the  State  Agri- 
cultural Society  has  so  patriotically  devoted  its  attention, 
would  greatly  contribute  to  aid  its  laudable  exertions,  to  in- 
spire the  emulation,  as  well  as  to  enlighten  the  experience, 
of  our  citizens.  The  beneficial  influence  of  legislative  pa- 
tronage, in  such  instances,  may  be  illustrated  by  the  suc- 
cessful example  of  those  States,  by  whose  experience  it  has 
been  tested;  and  while  it  must  necessarily  tend  to  dignify, 
as  well  as  to  encourage,  the  great  and  important  interest, 
upon  the  success  of  which  the  prosperity  of  this  State  so 
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niAuily  clepc-nds,  it  is  at  the  same  time,  exempt  in  my  view, 
from  those  objections  which  may  reasonably  be  urged,  on 
principle,  to  the  practice  of  conferring  privileges,  protection, 
immunities,  or  franchises,  on  particular  classes  or  associations 
of  citizens. 
Dilapidated  and  ruinous  condition  of  the  State  House. 

The  last  but  not  the  least  intere-stin;];  topic  to  which  I 
would  invite  your  attention,  is  the  dilapidated  and  ruinous 
condition  of  the  State  House,  and  its  appendages  ;  the  offices 
and  basement  apartments  of  which,  are  in  a  most  cheerless 
and  uncomfortable  state  of  inconvenience,  and  decay.— 
Venerable  for  the  purposes  it  has  subserved— associated  with 
the  most  important  events,  and  the  proudest  recollections  of 
the  past— consecrated  by  the  eloquence  and  the  patriotism 
of  which  it  has  often  been  the  scene  and  the  occasion,  it  is 
-ivell  worthy  of  the  pride  and  fostering  care  of  those,  into 
whose  guardianship  it  has  now  descended.  The  moral  in- 
fluencc°of  a  high  State  example,  exercised  in  the  wise  eco- 
nomy of  improvhig,  as  well  as  protecting,  the  property  of  the 
people  and  of  the  Slate,  and  in  delighting  to  honor  and  em- 
bellish ihc  ancient  Halls  of  our  ancestors  and  predecessor,  is 
practlcalhi  more  effective  to  fix  the  attachment  of  our  citi- 
zens on  our  institutions,  and  to  stimulate  the  enterprise  and 
emulation  of  the  people  to  improve  their  individual  comforts 
and  resources,  than  all  the  speculative  inducements,  which 
either  philosophy  or  legislation  can  proffer.  We  should 
therefore  regard  the  mouldering  effects  of  time,  upon  the 
venerable  walls  of  our  Capitol,  with  the  same  sedulous  care, 
and  reverential  solicitude,  to  remove  them,  as  we  would  de- 
fend and  build  up  the  breaches  and  innovations  of  lawless 
and  ambitious  encroachments,  on  the  sacred  barriers  that 
surround  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  State. 

JOHN  r.  RICHARDSON. 

Executive  DKPAnT^iEST,       '} 
Columbia,  November  23d,  1841.5 


Statistics  of  Methodism  in  tHe  V.  S. 


Roclicstcr  Afiiiciluct. 

This  noble  structure — one  of  the  greatest  in  the  world — 
shows  forth  now  in  its  fair  proportions.  It  is  now  completed, 
excepting  the  railings. 

The  whole  length  is  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  (8  jO) 
feet —  including  the  wings.  The  height,  from  the  rocky  bed 
of  the  river,  is  21  feet  to  the  top  of  the  coping.  The  width 
of  the  structure,  or  rather  the  length  of  each  pier  on  its  foun- 
dation, is  75  feet.  The  width  of  the  water-way  is  45  feet; 
and  the  thickness  of  the  walls  about  ten  feet — the  coping  on 
the  top  of  the  walls  serving  on  one  side  as  a  tow-path,  and 
on  the  other  as  a  passage  way  for  pedestrians  crossing  the 
river. 

'J'hc  iron  railings  to  secure  horses  and  passengers  on  each 
side,  are  now  in  progress  ;  and  will  be  erected  next  spring. 

The  whole  work,  constructed  in  the  most  solid  manner, 
of  Onondaga  cut  stone,  (filled  in  with  stone  quarried  in  the 
bed  of  the  Genesee  at  the  foundation  of  the  Aqueduct,)  is 
one  of  the  noblest  of  the  age. 

The  cost  of  the  whole  structure  is  probably  about  u  half 
a  million  of  dollars. — Rochester  Evening  Post. 


"Wiscoiisiti  Lime* 


It  has  been  discovered  recently  that  the  pebbles  on  the 
shores  of  the  four  lakes  in  Wisconsin  finnish  a  line  equal  to 
the  best  Louisville  jicbble  lime  for  any  kind  of  finish  or  ce- 
ment, and  is  not  surpassed  in  point  of  whiteness,  gloss  and 
beauty  for  the  finish  of  the  finest  work.  Mr.  Wilcox  in- 
tendcil  plastering  the  Capitol  at  Madison  with  this  beautiful 
article.  This  lime  is  a  valuable  discovery,  and  is  exceedingly 
iinporlnnt,  as  the  pebbles  can  be  obtained  at  almost  any 
jioint  of  the  shores  of  these  beautiful  lakes. 

Wild  Pigeons 

Are  .swarming  in  the  woods  of  the  Soulh-West — the  Ar- 
kansas Gazette  mentions,  that  a  friend  killed  110  at  a  single 
bhot  with  a  musket.  They  arc  albo  in  immen&e  numbers  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Nashville. 
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Description  of  the  Cnst  Iron  Llglit  JIoiisc* 

Messrs.  Editors :  The  Light  House  was  undertaken  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  leading  Merchants  of  St.  Jago  de  Cuba, 
who  obtained  the  approval  of  the  superior  authorities  of  the 
Island.  Mr.  Verbrugghe,  the  Helgian  Consul,  on  a  late 
visit  to  his  country  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  sub- 
scriber to  make  the  whole  complete,  and  at  the  suggestion 
of  William  Kemble,  Esq.  it  was  built  of  cast  iron.  It  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  Moro  Castle  at  the  entrance  of  the  Harbor  of 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba.  The  form  of  the  tower  is  octagon,  the 
diameter  of  the  base  is  ten  feet,  under  the  top  seven  and  a 
half  feet,  the  height  eighteen  feet.  It  is  built  in  three  sec- 
lions,  the  top  not  included  ;  each  section  contains  eight  pan-  i 
nels.  The  weight  of  the  lowest  section  is  7821  lbs.,  the  ' 
second  5633  lbs.,  the  third  4543  lbs.,  the  top  or  cap  2617 
lbs.  The  weight  of  the  whole,  the  lantern  included,  will  be 
about  30,000  lbs.  Over  the  door  is  the  arms  of  Spain,  with 
the  maker's  name,  and  "  I'few  York,  1841."  It  is  a  revolv- 
ing light.  Some  of  the  advantages  of  a  cast  iron  Light 
House  are,  1st,  durability  ;  2d,  being  portable  ;  od,  the  room 
obtained  inside  ;  4ih  its  easy  erection  on  places  that  would 
cost  from  2  to  300  per  cent,  more  to  build  of  stone  or  brick. 
The  Light  House  can  be  seen  in  North  Moore  street  near 

Varick.  t        t> 
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Indian   Mounds* 


On  page  343,  is  an  article  taken  from  a  St.  Louis  paper, , 
relating  to   the   mounds.     We   find   in   another  paper,  the 
following  explanation  in  part :  ^ 

One  of  the  large  mounds  on  the  north  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  ! 
was  lately  opened  and  the  skeleton  of  an  Indian  warrior 
found  in  it.  This  fact  was  thought  to  settle  conclusively  ! 
that  the  mounds  were  artificial,  a  point  on  which  some 
doubt  has  been  entertained.  The  following  from  the  St. 
Louis  Republican  shows  the  danger  of  drawing  conclusions 
from  such  premises  : — 

A  gentleman  who  has  long  been  a  resident  in  this  city, 
called  upon  us  and  informed  us  that  he  entertained  no  doubt , 
that  the  coffin  dug  out  of  the  Big  Mound,  to  which  we  al-  ' 
luded,  was  one  of  the  Osages,  buried  there  about  1S20  ;  that 
he  remembers  distinctly,  that  five  of  this  tribe  died  in  the 
city  about  that  time,  of  small  pox,  and  were  buried  there  at 
the  request  of  their  companies.  This  being  so,  the  question 
of  the  purpose  of  these  mounds  and  by  whom  made,  still  re- 
mains as  far  from  solution  as  ever. 


Fires  in  Mobile. 


During  the  year  ending  1  st  November,  there  were  thirty- 
three  fires  and  alarms  at  Mobile  ;  five  were  extinguished  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  engines.  One  brick  and  eighteen  frame 
buildings  have  been  destroyed,  at  a  loss  of  about  §15,000. 
Nine  fires,  in  which  is  included  the  bulk  of  the  loss,  were 
supposed  to  be  the  work  of  incendiaries.  The  amount  of 
insurance  on  the  above  buildings  was  trifling. 


Tlie  Mcndi  Xexroea. 


The  35  surviving  Africans  of  the  Amistad  embarked  at 
New  York  for  Africa,  in  the  bark  Gentleman,  bound  to 
Sierra  Leone,  which  was  towed  down  the  harbor  by  a  steam- 
er. They  are  accompanied  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Steele  and  Ray- 
mond and  Mrs.  Raymond,  Missionaries,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
and  wife,  teachers.  Before  their  departure  several  public 
meetings  were  held  in  New  York,  which  were  attended  by 
many  persons,  particularly  by  friends  of  the  missionary 
enterprise,  connected  with  the  return  of  the  MenJiane, 
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Railway  Proflts  In  MassnCiiv.sctts* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Courier  &  Enquirer : 

Having  been  much  gratified  with  your  table  of  receipts  oil 
British  Railways,  compiled  by  Mr.  E.  Williams  from  the 
London  Railway  Magazine  of  October,  I  present  you  with 
the  returns  of  nine  railways  in  Mass.  in  use  in  l84'J.  Also  a 
comparative  table  of  the  cost,  receipts,  income  and  dividends 
for  four  years,  of  the  lioston  and  Lowell,  the  Providence 
and  the  Worcester  Railways.  These  several  roads  p.'esent 
a  success  with  tlie  railway  system,  that  is  not  exceeded  on 
the  best  lines  in  England,  where  the  population,  so  mucli 
e.vceeds  that  of  Massachusetts  to  the  square  mile. 

If  we  add  to  the  cost  of  the  nine  enumerated 

roads §15,329,192 

The  cost  of  the  Boston  and  Portland  road,  up 

to  1840 523,09 1 

And  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbridge  Railroad,  (a  part  of  the 
Western) 1 ,412,840 

We  find  expended  by  Massachusetts $17,265,023 

with  an  average  annual  nett  income  of  7^  per  cent. 

The  main  line  from  Boston  to  Worcester  is  44^  miles; 
l"rom  Worcester  to  West  Stockbridge,  117,  and  from  Stock* 
bridge  to  .\lbany,  38A— in  all  200  miles. 

The  cost  of  this  road,  with  the  depots,  locomotives  and 
cars  for  a  freighting  business,  will  exceed  nine  millions  of 
dollars,  being  a  sum  much  greater  than  the  first  cost  of  both 
the  Erie  and  the  Champiain  Canals.  This  great  cost  has 
been  incurred  by  Massachusetts,  in  running  a  railway  at 
right  angles,  with  a  succession  of  rocky  ridges,  crossing  nu- 
merous streams  to  tap  our  Western  trade,  during  the  sus- 
pension of  navigation  on  the  Hudson. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  the  enterprising 
and  intelligent  citizens  of  Boston  have  not  calculated  the 
cost  and  the  chances  of  success  of  this  great  undertaking. 

The  application  of  art,  in  the  construction  of  an  iron  ave- 
nue, to  the  outlet  of  the  Erie  Canal  from  Boston,  will  do  as 
much  for  that  city,  as  the  Erie  Canal  did  for  the  city  of 
New  York,  after  its  completion.  Not  content  with  making 
her  own  railways,  at  an  expense  of  $15,000,000,  Massachu- 
setts has  come  into  this  State  and  purchased  from  Albany 
her  right  to  make  a  railwaj'  to  ^^'est  Stockbridge.  She  has 
done  more  ;  she  has  furnished  the  main  part  of  the  capital 
(90  cents  on  the  dollar,)  to  make  the  78  miles  between 
Auburn  and  Rochester,  which  stock  went  a  begging  in 
Wall  street  when  offered  to  our  capitalists.  It  is  now  worth 
110  per  cent,  and  will  soon  be  up  to  130  ;  thus  giving  our 
enterprising  neighbors  a  sufficient  profit  to  help  us  out,  as 
they  are  now  doing,  with  the  remaining  link  of  some  38 
miles  of  railroad  between  Attica  and  Bufl'alo. 

It  is  true  that  our  capitalists  have  suffered  by  experiment' 
al  investments,  iu  short  and  bad  managed  laWvays.  This, 
however,  should  not  prevent  them  investigating  railways, 
judiciously  constructed,  between  desirable  points,  for  general 
transportation.  It  will  be  perceived  that  it  has  cost  in  iMassa- 

chuselts  61,732,553,  to  earn $3,634,930 

The  receipts  from  freight  and  the  mails  was  5 ,248,874 
From  passenger? 2,386,106 

The  expenses  are  47  per  cent,  of  the  receipts,  and  the  frt  ight 
as  compared  with  the  receipts  from  passengers  as  one  to 
two.  On  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Railroad  the  receipts  from 
freight  nearly  equals  that  of  the  passengers.  The  average 
nett  income  for  four  years  as  observed  on  all  the  roads,  is 
equal  to  7i  fer  cent,  with  a  steady  increase  in  the  item  of 
freight  and  diminution  of  expenses  in  their  management. 

It  is  ascertained  that  there  are  3,300  miles  of  railway 
completed  and  now  in  use  in  the  United  States,  on  which 
about  5100,000,000  have  been  expended.  These  several 
roads  now  yield  on  an  average,  according  to  returns  made 
by  the  Cavaher  de  Gerstner,  a  nett  income  of  5|  per  cent. 
There  ars  1700  miles  of  railway  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, tiiat  will  be  constructed,  and  2000  miles  in  addition, 
that  has  been  projected  and  surveyed. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  RAILROADS. 


[December, 


With  this  favorable  view  of  railways  in  Massachusetts,  is 
it  possible  that  we  shall  longer  attempt  to  tax  private  enter- 
prise in  this  State,  with  canal  toils  on  the  merchandise 
transported  on  our  railways  parallel  to  the  Erie  Canal, 
during  the  winter,  and  forbid  them  entirely  carrying  freight 
during  the  summer  months,  even  with  the  burthen  of  canal 
tolls,  to  help  enlarge  it  ?  The  transportation  of  a  barrel  of 
flour  from  Buffalo  to  New  York  is  75  to  87^  cents,  and  up 


merchandise  $1  25  per  hundred.  Are  our  forwarders  afraid 
of  railways  competing  with  them  at  these  prices'!  If  so,  it 
is  high  time  we  stopped  wasting  the  credit  of  the  State,  on 
canals,  and  prepare  ourselves  for  a  new  departure,  by  adopt- 
ing the  late  improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  Loco- 
motive and  Railways,  in  a  permanent  manner,  to  be  in  use 
the  entire  year,  instead  of  ahout  half  that  period,  for  the  en- 
tire lines  to  Buflalo.  J.  E.  B. 


Tabular  StalcBiieiit 

Of  the  cost,  receipts,  income  and  dividends  on  the  raihvays  in  use  in  Massachnsetls  in  1840, — compiled  by  Jos.  E. 
Bloomf  eld,  from  the  annual  reports  to  the  Legislature,  January,  1841,  made  by  the  sever^al  corporations  under 
oath.  .Also,  a  comparative  vieiv  of  the  Boston  and  Loivell—also  the  Providence  and  the  Worcester  Railivays  for 
the  years  1837,  1838,  1839,  1840: 


Names  of  Road. 


Boston  and  Lowell 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Boston  and  Providence. . . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Boston  and  Worcester  . . . . 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Lowell  and  Nashua 

ditto 

Eastern — incomplete 

ditto 

Taunton  Branch 

ditto 

New  Bedford  and  Taunton 
Norwich  and  Worcester. . . 
Western 


Years. 


1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1841 
1839 
1840 
1839 
1840 
1839 
1840 
1840 
1840 
1840 


Length. 


25f 
41 
44^ 
60 


11 

Hi 
58^ 
117 

383J 


Expended  in 
the  cost  of 
the  Road. 


$1,789,242 

1,782,000 

1,934,981 

386,703 

1,864,190 

250,000 

387,300 

1,777,471 

5,235,025 


$15,329,192 


Cost  of 

road  per 

mile. 


$63,000 
43,460 

•  m  t  » 

43,300 

2,540 

31,000 

22,791 
34,459 
30,380 
44,470 


Repairs  of 

Road    per 

mile  per 

annum. 


$546 
611 
731 
816 
285 
411 
209 
331 
208 
281 
405 
890 
272 
243 
163 
316 
127 
237 
233 

•  c  •  • 

161 


Repairs  of 
engines  and 
cars  per  an. 


$40,024    $384 


$650 
421 
636 
561 
726 
486 
474 
409 
450 
349 
564 
374 
156 
332 
214 
516 
287 
156 
120 

119 


$438 


Total 
expenses. 


78,508 

75,597 

92,151 

91,400 

156,238 

120,044 

93,562 

143,127 

94,762 

85,572 

126,384 

140,441 

29,885 

52,532 

53,174 

85,793 

40,741 

44,671 

18,020 

52,503 

62,071 


$1,732,353 


TaMe  Continued. 


Name  of  Road. 

Total 
receipts. 

From 

passengers. 

Freight  and 
the  mails. 

Dividend 
per  annum. 

Remarks. 

Boston  and  Ijowell 

$180,770 

191,780 

241,220 

231,575 

250,832 

265,114 

313,907 

202,601 

210,047 

212,324 

231,807 

267,547 

55,053 

82,638 

125,623 

18.3,296 

58,018 

75,477 

26,437 

116,517 

112,347 

$117,643 

109,083 

135,037 

127,008 

19.3,469 

196,974 

234,237 

134,651 

123,331 

112,032 

122,496 

170,855 

36,647 

35,794 

113,068 

164,971 

40,910 

44,900 

23,250 

78,900 

70,821 

$63,137 

82,697 

106,131 

104,567 

57,413 

68,140 

74,670 

64,947 

86,716 

100,292 

109,311 

96,692 

18,406 

46,849 

12,564 

18,326 

17,108 

30,577 

3,186 

37,617 

41,826 

7  per  ct. 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

n 

H 

6 

6 

6* 

6^ 

7 

5 

5 

7 

6 

•  •  •  • 

Double  track  with  a  large 
freighting  business. 

Single  track  with  turnouts. 

In  part  a  double  track. 

Single  track. 
Incomplete. 

Just  finished. 
Do. 

Nearly  finished. 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Boston  and  Providence 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Boston  and  W^orcester 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Lowell  and  Nashua 

ditto 

Eastern — incomplete 

ditto 

Taunton  Branch 

ditto. 

New  Bedford  and  Taunton 

Norwich  and  Worcester 

Western 

$3,634,980 

$2,386,106 

$1,248,871 

Vs  avge. 

1841.] 


REVIEW  OF  THE  WEATHER  ETC.,  FOR  NOVEMBER,  1841. 
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Review  of  tlie  Weather,  etc.,  for  Novcmljer,  1841. 

There  was  all  kinds  of  weather  during  the  month  just 
closed,  from  summer's  heat  to  winter's  cold.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st,  the  fog  was  so  dense,  that  an  object  was 
scarcely  perceptible  at  a  distance  of  twenty  feet.  About  10 
o'clock,  the  sun  began  lo  penetrate  through  it,  and  to  com- 
pel this  unpleasant  visiter  to  flee  before  its  scorching  rays, 
when  the  mercury  run  up  to  summer  heat.  On  the  morning 
of  the  2d,  some  rain  fell,  and  it  rained  again  on  the  4th,  8th, 
10th,  12lh,  14th,  19th,  20th,  22d,  S.'ith  and  26th. 

For  the  first  time  this  season,  in  this  city,  a  few  flakes  of 
snow  descended  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  to  admonish 
us  that  winter  was  approaching.  But  on  the  morning  of 
the  I'Jth,  about  one  inch  fell,  which  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  a  violent  N.  E.  rain  storm.  During  the  evening 
of  the  28th,  and  succeeding  morning,  from  eight  to  ten  in- 
ches of  snow  fell.  This  was  a  real  old  fashioned  snow  storm, 
which  produced  excellent  sleighing,  with  mercury  down  to 
20,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  during  the  month,  was 
4^  inches.  That  which  fell  during  the  corresponding  month 
of  last  year,  was  2^  inches. 

The  medium,  or  average  state  of  the  atmosphere  during 
the  whole  month,  was  42,  viz :  at  sunrise,  the  average  was 
38;  at  2  o'clock,  46A  ;  and  at  10  P.  M.  41.  That  of  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year,  was  43. 

The  23d  and  24th,  were  two  as  splendid  days  as  any 
month  of  November  ever  produced,  but  they  were  followed 
on  the  25  th  by  a  cold  easterly  rain  storm. 

Early  snorv  in  the  West. — A  newspaper  printed  at  La- 
porte  (Indiana)  says,  "  that  snow  fell  there  to  the  depth  of 
several  inches,  on  the  27th  of  October;  and  that  sixteen 
miles  from  there,  it  fell  to  the  depth  of  two  feet ;  and  in 
Michigan,  over  three  feet." 

In  our  Review  of  the  month  of  October,  we  recorded 
snow  as  having  fallen  in  Brunswick,  (N.  J.)  and  in  differ- 
ent places  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Connecticut,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  as  early  as  the  3d  of  October ; 
and  again  in  the  interior  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  8th  of  October.  On  the  4th  of  November,  snow  fell 
at  Utica,  and  several  other  places  in  New  York  State,  to  the 
depth  of  six  inches.  On  the  7lh  and  8th  of  November,  it 
snowed,  hailed,  and  rained  in  various  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land. A  Rochester,  (N.  Y.)  paper,  of  November  15th,  says, 
"  that  sleet  and  snow  throughout  last  night  and  this  morn- 
ing have  given  a  dreary  aspect  to  everything  around  us. — 
Should  this  weather  continue  our  canals  will  soon  be  closed. 
The  steamboat  McDonough,  which  plies  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  was  wrecked  on  the  15th  of  November,  in  a  violent 
storm.  A  canal  boat  which  she  had  in  tow,  sunk,  and  all 
her  freight  of  merchandise  was  lost.  The  country  north  of 
Whitehall  is  almost  impassable  on  account  of  the  quantity 
of  snow.  And  so  tempestuous  was  the  weather  on  the  13th, 
on  Lake  Erie,  that  all  the  steamboats  and  vessels  which  left 
Buffalo  for  the  West,  had  to  put  back." 

By  recent  arrivals  from  Europe,  accounts  were  received 
of  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  potatoes  in  Ireland,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  greatest  suffering  and  distress  prevailed. 
A  late  English  paper,  says,  "  that  an  unprecedented  amount 
of  distress  exists  at  the  present  time  among  the  working 
classes  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in  Man- 
chester, Birmingham,  Leeds,  and  many  other  large  towns, 
the  amount  of  suffering  and  distress  is  appalling."  Both 
letters  and  newspapers  say  that  very  considerable  foreign 
supplies  cf  flour,  wheat,  &c.  will  be  required  before  another 
harvest. 

In  consequence  of  the  wet  season  in  England,  there  was 
very  little  clover  seed  saved ;  therefore  there  will  be  a  great 
demand  for  this  article  from  abroad,  says  an  English  paper. 
A  Stockholm,  (Sweden)  paper  of  October  19,  says,  "  His 
Majesty  has  learned  with  great  regret,  that  the  harvest  of 
wheat  and  rye  has  almost  entirely  failed,  therefore  he  is  re- 
solved to  reduce  the  import  duty,  &c." 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  October,  an  earthquake  occur- 
red at  Constantinople,  by  which  a  great  number  of  persons 
were  buried  beneath,  the  falling  buildings. 


The  Boston  Transcript  of  the  ISth  of  November,  says  : 
"  There  was  a  most  brilliant  display  of  the  Aurora  Borealis 
last  night,  (the  17th.)  The  whole  heavens  seemed  to  be  il- 
luminated. Between  11  and  12  o'clock,  rays  of  light  were 
constantly  shooting  up  from  every  point  of  the  compass, 
converging  till  they  met  at  a  focus  in  the  zenith.  It  was  the 
most  splendid  show  of  the  kind  we  ever  saw."  The  Albany 
Evening  Journal,  also  gives  a  glowing  description  of  its 
brilliancy.  And  a  letter  from  Bennington,  (Vermont)  says, 
"  it  far  exceeded  in  splendor  and  magnificence,  anything 
ever  seen  there.  The  Green  Mountains  being  covered  with 
snow,  and  the  night  clear  and  cold,  heightened  the  effect  be- 
yond description."  Generally,  our  last  movement  before  re- 
tiring, is  to  raise  one  of  our  northern  windows,  and  make 
our  last  meteorological  observation  for  the  day,  which  we 
did  on  that  evening,  about  11  o'clock,  but  we  discovered  no 
uncommon  brilliancy  smiling  from  the  heavens  upon  our 
city  of  brotherly  love.  Perhaps  the  brilliant  favors  of  that 
evening  did  not  extend  so  far  west. 

^  Splendid  Meteor  — The  New  Haven  Palladium  says, 
that  a  splendid  meteoric  ball  was  seen  in  that  city,  about  8 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening.  It  was  superior  in  brillian- 
cy to  the  planet  Venus,  and  as  it  sailed  across  the  sky,  re- 
sembled a  glowing  mass  of  burning  metal.  During  its  whole 
track,  it  threw  out  brilliant  scintillations,  of  a  beautiful  blue 
color,  slightly  tinged  with  red. 

A  friend  of  ours,  who  had  for  a  long  time  doubted  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  theory,  that  a  clearing  up  of  the  weather  in 
the  night,  would  be  soon  followed  by  falling  weather  again, 
kept  a  regular  account  for  one  year,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
fact,  viz:  from  October  11,  1840,  to  October  11,  1841,  and 
found  his  observations  to  support  the  direct  theory.  The 
result  of  the  first  six  months  was,  clearing  in  the  day,  ave- 
raged 2  days  and  14-22.  Ditto  in  the  night,  3  days  and 
7-18,  averaging  about  fifty  per  cent,  in  favor  of  clearing  in 
the  night.  The  result  of  the  next  six  months  was  not  quite 
so  favorable ;  but  for  the  whole  year,  the  average  in  the  day- 
was  3f  to  3|  in  favor  of  clearing  up  in  the  night. 

From  our  own  observations,  we  have  found  it  to  be  a  posi- 
tive fact,  that  when  the  weather  clears,  (whether  by  night  or 
day)  if  the  wind  backs  in,  there  will  be  falling  weather  again, 
within  three  days,  and  frequently  much  sooner  ;  but  when 
the  wind  goes  round  to  the  west  with  the  sun,  it  continues 
fair  for  a  much  longer  time.  0.  P. 


Philadelphia,  Dec.  1,  1841. 


[  U.  S.  Gazette. 


METEOROIiOGICAIi  SUMMARY, 

For  November,  1841, 


THEKMOMETER. 

Mean  of  maxima, 
"  minima, 

"  diurnal  variations, 

Maximum, 
Minimum, 
Range, 

Mean  temperature, 
"  of  dew  point, 
"       Barometer, 
Clear, 
Cloudy, 
Rain, 
Snow, 
Fog, 


48° 
56° 
12=" 
72° 
oi  o 

51° 

42° 

30.7° 

30.06  inches. 

13^  days. 

9       " 

4       " 

1       " 


Number  of  days  on  which  rain  or  snow  fell  14. 
Winds— from  W.  to  N.  13  days. 
N.  to  E.    8i  " 
E.  to  S.      i  " 
"  S.  toW.   8     " 

Amount  of  rain,  4.22  inches. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Dec.  4th,  1841. 

[AorrA  American, 
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COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


[DfCEMBSa, 


Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  aiid  foreign  vessels,  -with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from 
each  district  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1840. 


CLEAUKD. 


FROM 


Passamaquoddy,  Maine. 

Machias 

Frenchman's  Bay 

Penobscot 

Waldoborough 

Wiscasset 

Bath 

Portland 

Belfast 

Kennebunk  

Saco 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Vermont,  Vermont 

Newburyport,  Mass.  . . . 

Gloucester 

Salem ........••• 

Marblehead 

Boston 

Plymouth  

Barnstable 

Edgartown 

Fall  River 

New  Bedford 

Newport,  R.  I ■ 

Bristol 

Providence 

New  London,  Con 

New  Haven 

Middletown 

Fairfield., 

Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y 

Champlain 

Oswegatchie 

Sackett's  Harbor 

Oswego  

Genesee 

Niagara 

Sag  Harbor 

New  York 

Newark,  N.  J 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Baltimore,  Md 

Georgetown,  D.  C 

Alexandria 

Norfolk,  Va  

Petersburg 

Richmond 

Tappahannock  

Wilmington,  N.  C 

Newbern - 

Washington 

Plymouth 

Camden 

Beaufort 

Ocracoke , 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Georgetown. ....   

Savannah, Ga 

Brunswick 

Key  West,  Florida 

Pensacola 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Mississippi,  Louisiana . . 

Cuyahoga,  Ohio 

Sandusky 

Detroit.  Michigan 

Total ;.TT7 


AMEIIICAN. 


No. 


881 

''\ 

3l 

21! 
3 

17j 

106' 

171 

88 

7 

4 

11 

211 

23 

87, 

660! 

6 

6 

24 

12 

95 

26 

39 

36 

47 

72 

7 


551 
243, 

167: 

145 
142! 

70: 

9 

17^ 

l,0G7i 

4 

376 

352 

4 

78 

119 

24 

71 

9 

168 

48 

31 

12 

18 

O 

5 
300 

22 

133 

8 

20 1 

11; 
251 
850 

96 

O 
nj 

68 


Tons. 


Crews. 


10,860 

1,401 

485 

2,056 

411 

2,484i 

17,435; 

32,774 

13,046, 

1,172 

410 

1,925 

52,0S4| 

3,780, 

2,276 

16,425 

1,301 

128,973 

720 

405' 

8,003' 

2,273 

23,839 

3,484' 

7,784' 

6,168' 

9,580 

13,392' 

1,150 

119,441 

57,036 

17,357 

20,724 

9,118 

5,450 

1,197 

4,730 

283,149 

725 

72,288 

67,718 

668 

12,147 

17,341 

8,255 

22.221 

823 

25,713 

.^,219 

3,225 

1 ,250 

1,727 

191 

805 

79,817 

2,273 

42,802 

1,274 

9,967 

1,196 

94,551 

277,021 

8,423 

285 

4,736 


7,583  1,647,009 


Men. 

483 

66 

16 

99 

16 

105 

783 

1,160 

576 

48 

22 

86 

1,357 

213 

111 

847 

75 

5,929 

69 

24 

495 

145 

1,836 

250 

509 

295 

804 

668 

58 


6,764 

2,156 

1,939 

1,746 

571 

342 

65 

433 

12,367 

34 

3,175 

3,202 

23 

580 

833 

314 

900 

42 

1,191 

295 

158 

68 

111 

9 

36 

3,244 

108 

1,673 

57 

967 

63 

3,531 

10,658 

399 

11 

235 


Boys 


2 
5 

3 
3 

207 

1 
1 
1 

10 

1 

39 


58 

8 

184 


57 

26 

3 


1,608 
211 
155 

19 

2 


234 

8 
8 
4 


32 


75,445  3,003 


FOREIGN. 


Total  American  and  Foreign. 


No. 


Tons. 


1,039  68,803 


i;  54 
84'  5,739 
10    459 


42   2,939 

15    993 
36   1,418 

6j    484 

693  52,620 

11     70 


1|    35 
12   3,145 


2 
3 

185 

199 
45 
235 
203 
308 


83 
109 

20 

27 

1 

9 

31 


Crews. 


Men. 


3,931 


Boys 


No. 


4 
334 

37 


142 

61 

209 

29 

8,463 
6 


4 
136 


84 

86 

4 

20 

1 

57 

265 

44 

119 


4.583 


1681 

311 

3,9  lol 

48,094 
10,270 
68,962| 
22,361 1 
63,868, 


125,619  6,05S 


11,340, 
25,546 

603 
1,217 

2,689 

3,621 

274 

2,323 

145 

243 

10 

100 

3,029   247 


25,465 

43,227 

738 

1,257 

88 

23,552 

73,3.50 

3,265 

6,370 
706,486 


1,000 

1,55.5 

39 

127 

9 

1 ,001 

3,572 

151 

317 


35 


9 

15  I 
132 


3,578  1 
678 i  42 
5,146!  .... 
1,475 
5.139 


19 
76 


79 


146 


40,886  I  412 


1,127 

11 

3 

21 

3 

17 

107 

255 

98 

7 

4 

53 

211 

38 

50 

93 

13 

1,353 

7 

6 

24 

13 

107 

26 

89 

36 

47 

72 

9 

3 

736 

243 

366 

190 

377 

273 

317 

17 

1,570 

4 

459 

461 

4 

98 

146 

26 

80 

9 

199 

48 

31 

12 

18 

2 

5 

384 

22 

219 

12 

221 

12 

308 

1,115 

140 

3 

187 


12,166 


Tons. 


Crews. 


79,663 

l,40l| 

485 

2,056' 

411' 

2,4841 

1 7,489  j 

38,513| 

13,505 

1,172 

410 

4,864 

52,084 

4,773 

3,694 

16,909 

1,301 

181,593 

790 

405 

8,003 

2,308 

26,984 

3,484 

7,784 

6,168 

9,580 

13,392 

1,318 

311 

123,381 

57,036 

65,451 

30,994 

78,080 

27,811 

65,065 

4,730 

408,768 

725 

83,628 

93,264 

668 

14,836 

20,962 

8,529 

24,544 

823 

28,742 

5,219 

3,225 

1,250 

1,727 

191i 

805 

105,282 

2,273! 

86,029: 

2,012 

11,224 

1,284 

118,103 

350,371 

11,688 

285 

11,156 


Men.  Boys 


4,414 

66 

16 

99 

16 

105 

787 

1,494 

613 

48 

22 

228 

1,357 

274 

320 

876 

75 

9,392 

75 

24 

495 

149 

1,972 

250 

509 

295' 

804 

668 

67 

6,896 

2,156' 

5,517 

2,424| 

5,717 

1,817 

5,204 

433 

18,419 

34 

3,778 

4,419 

23 

725 

1,076 

324 

1,000 

42 

1,438 

295 

158 

68 

111 

9 

36 

4,244 

108 

3,198 

96 

1,094 

72 

4,532 

14,230 

550 

11 

552 


2 
5 

3 
3 

242 

1 
1 
1 

15 

1 

39 


58- 

8 

184 


57 

26 

4 


1,608 
212 
197 

38 

78 


313 

8 

16 

4 


278 


2,353,495  116,331  3,415 
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Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  ^merican  and  foreign  vessels,  -with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  -which  entered  into, 
each  district  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1840. 


ENTIREI). 


INTO 


Passamaquoddy,  Maine. 

Penobscot 

Waldoborough 

Wiscasset 

Bath 

Portland 

Belfast 

Kennebunk  

Saco 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Vermont,  Vermont 

Newburyport,  Mass.  . . . 

Gloucester 

Salem 

Marblehead 

Boston 

Plymouth 

Barnstable 

Edgartown 

Fall  River 

New  Bedford 

Newport,  R.  I 

Bristol 

Providence 

New  London,  Con 

New  Haven 

Middletovvn 

Fairfield 

Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y 

Champlain 

Oswegatchie 

Sackett's  Harbor 

Oswego 

Genesee 

Niagara 

Sag  Harbor 

New  York 

Newark,  N.  J 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Baltimore,  Md 

Georgetown,  D.  C 

Alexandria , 

Norfolk.  Va 

Petersburg 

Richmond 

Tappahannock  

Wilmington,  N,  C 

Newbern 

Washington 

Plymouth 

Camden 

Beaufort 

Charleston,  S.  C 

Georgetown 

Savannah.  Georgia 

Brunswick 

Key  West,  Florida 

Pensacola 

Mobile,  Alabama 

Mississippi,  Louisiana  . . . 

Cuyahoga,  Ohio 

Sandusky 

Detroit,  Michigan 


AMEBICAIT. 


Total, 


No. 


123 

11 

4 

4 

46 

96 

26 

4 

4 

34 

211 

21 

13 

91 

1 

864 
14 
12 
77 
35 
73 
22 
27 
59 
37 
63 
8 
1 

551 

243 

172 

162 

202 

52 

11 

7 

1,443 

3 

353 

309 
2 
42 
82 
27 
25 
2 
89 

43 

17 

13 

6 

3 

172 
5 

83 
4 

188 
4 

146 
672 

87 
3 
7 


7,211 


Tons 


12,236 
1,306 
1,056 
1,951 
13,030 
18,924 
3,749 
673 
594 
9,752 
52,084 
4,168 
2,485 
18,104 
89 
191,752 
2,237 
1,197 
16,782 
5,821 
21,871 
3,732 
5,869 
9,201 
9,378 
11,827 
1,365 
262 
119,441 
57,036 
18,137 
23,549 
16,447 
4,107 
1,377 
1,945 
417,443 
516 
75,479 
58,237 
583 
7,186 
13,716 
7,527 
7,385 
224 
13,517 
4,708 
1,844 
1,346 
1,633 
342 
36,227 
468 
22,668 
536 
9,029 
477 
41,208 
182,292 
7.88:? 
285 
593 


Crew 


Men.     Boys. 


677 

52 

31 

65 

473 

665 

161 

29 

28 

356 

1,357 

176 

lis 

908 
5 
7,825 
114 
56 
957 
251 
1,619 
225 
407 
432 
607 
58f5 
67 
30 
6,764 
2,156 
2,058 
1,951 
1,038 
252 
77 
167 
15,774 
19 
3,248 
2,592 
18 
338 
634 
270 
308 
11 
628 
266 
90 
74 
104 
19 
1,573  I 
23 
907 
24 
928 
26 
1,643 
7,342 
371  ' 
111 
30 


121 

•  •  •  • 

13 

11 

57 

423 


TORKIGjr. 


13 
16 


1,608 
203 
167 

14 

2 


1 
246 

2 
4 
4 


2 
1 

2 
73 


No. 


1,038 
1 


1 
82 
10 


43 

16 

35 

5 

1 

643 

1 


3 
3 

185 


199 
44 
256 
209 
303 

512 

91 
101 

'Vg 

32 
1 
1 

29 


Tons, 


68,539 
46 


54 

5,530 

459 


3,005 

•  •  •   ■ 

1,028 

1,392 

356 

90 

53,581 

70 


427 
535 


273 

311 

3,940 

48,094 
10,270 
70,750 
22,772 
63,194 

128,488 

12,223 
23,903 

2,513 
5,335 

274 
318 

2,803 


Creivs. 


80,  23,950 


84! 
4 

li 

6l| 

252 

43! 


40,983 

738 

1,780 

88 

25,564 

7.3,185 

3,192 


152    12,310 


Men, 


3,919 
4 


4 

327 

37 


144 

61 

206 

21 

4 

3,402 

6 


23 
25 


17 

15 

132 

3,578 
662 
5,358 
1,575 
5,067 

5,842 

667 
1,135 

139 
315 

10 
14 

234 


1.576,946  70,011  2,993  14,571  712,363  40.980  ;  746 


951 

1,465 

41 

185 

9 

1,044 

3,579 

148 

615 


Boys. 


Total  ^mericaji  and  Foreign. 


38 


308 


1 

41 

28 
68 


92 


157 


No, 


Tons. 


Creivs, 


Men.    Boys, 


1,161 

80,775 

4,596 

12 

1,352 

56 

4 

1,056 

31 

4 

1,951 

65 

47 

13,084 

477 

178 

24,454 

992 

36 

4,208 

198 

4 

673 

29 

4 

594 

28 

77 

12,757 

500 

211 

52,084 

1,357 

37 

5,196 

237 

48 

3,877 

324 

96 

18,460 

929 

2 

179 

0 

1,507 

245,333 

11,227 

15 

2,307 

120 

12 

1,197 

56 

77 

16,782 

957 

37 

6,248 

274 

73 

21,871 

1,619 

24 

4,267 

2.50 

27 

5,869 

407 

59 

9,261 

432 

37 

9,378 

607 

63 

11,827 

586 

11 

1,638 

84 

4 

573 

45 

736 

123,381 

6,896 

243 

57,036 

2,156 

371 

66,231 

5,636 

206 

33,819 

2,613 

458 

87,197 

6,396 

261 

26,879 

1,827 

314 

64,571 

5,144 

7 

1,945 

167 

1,955 

545,931 

21,616 

3 

516 

19 

444 

87,702 

3,915 

410 

82,140 

3,727 

2 

583 

18 

61 

9,699 

477 

114 

19,051 

949 

28 

7,80  li 

280 

26 

7,703 

322 

2 

224 

11 

118 

16,320 

862 

43, 

4,708 

266 

17 

1,8441 

90 

13 

l,346j 

74 

6 

1,633 

104 

3 

3421 

19 

252 

60,177 

2,524 

5 

468 

23 

167: 

63,651 

2,372 

8: 

1,274 

65 

214; 

10,809 

1,113 

5  ! 

565 

35 

207 

66,772, 

2,687 

924 

255,477! 

10,921 

130 

11,075 

519 

3 

285 

11 

159 

.  .  1. 

12.903 

645 

159 

13 

19 

57 

731 


13 

16 

1 


1,608 
204 
208 

42 
70 


1 
338 

2 
8 
4 


2 
1 

2 
230 


Tbeascht  Departmest,  Register's  Office,  May  29,  1841. 


11,782  [2,289,309  110,991  3,739 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Beirister. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Decembeb, 


Settleiueut  on  the  Aroostook. 

In  1831  the  Aroostook  road  was  surveyed  through  an  un- 
broken wilderness,  and  the  first  settlement  was  made  upon  it 
in  1834.  No  part  of  the  road  was  turnpiked  until  18j6, 
and  it  is  now  completed  for  the  distance  of  sixt\'-four  miles 
from  the  military  road  to  the  Aroostook,  and  nearly  every 
lot  upon  it  taken  up  by  settlers  ;  lateral  roads  are  made  in 
many  places,  and  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants 
settled  upon  the  road.  On  one  half  township  purchased  by 
Bishop  Fenwick  are  many  settlers,  most  of  them  from  Bos- 
ton, and  all  of  whom  are  getting  a  very  comfortable  living 
in  their  new  home,  nearly  every  family  having  a  surplus  of 
productions  to  dispose  of,  for  which  they  find  a  good  market 
at  their  own  doors.  Upon  this  half  township  is  erected  a 
large  two  story  wooden  college,  with  one  wing  completed 
and  the  other  in  progress.  There  is  also  a  Catholic  chapel 
erected  and  partly  finished.  The  settlers  on  this  half  towri- 
sbip  have  nearly  all  paid  for  their  lots,  and  are  all  industri- 
ous and  thriving.  The  whole  population  is  about  250,  and 
we  learn  that  it  is  the  intention  of  their  principal  men  to 
purchase  still  more  land  for  future  settlements.  The  lown 
of  Patten  upon  the  road  was  first  settled  in  1534,  when  the 
first  tree  was  felled  within  its  limits.  It  now  has  three 
stores,  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  tannery,  potash  and  other 
machinery,  with  mechanics'  shops,  two  taverns,  and  six 
barns  that  cost  one  thousand  dollars  each,  besides  other 
barns  and  the  buildings  of  the  inhabitants.  The  settlers  in 
this  town  have  a  surplus  of  hay  and  grain  the  present  year 
to  the  amount  of  from  seven  to  eight  thousand  dollars,  for 
all  which  they  will  find  a  ready  market.  One  man  in  Pat- 
ten raised  the  present  season  two  thousand  bushels  of  grain, 
and  even  more  than  that  was  raised  by  another  man  in  the 
same  town  last  year.  We  had  sent  us,  a  few  days  since,  an 
enormous  blood  beet  raised  in  Patten,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  which 
weighed  12  pounds,  showing  that  the  soil  there  is  good  for 
root  crops  as  well  as  grain,  for  which  the  whole  Aroostook 
country  is  famous. 

The  whole  amount  of  surplus  productions  which  the  set- 
tlers upon  the  Aroostook  road  have  for  sale  the  present  sea- 
son will  not  fall  short  of  $15,000. 

From  two  to  three  hundred  settlers,  many  of  them  indus- 
trious smart  young  men,  from  the  good  farming  county  of 
Kennebec,  have  purchased  lands,  and  commenced  operations 
the  present  year.  The  State  offers  liberal  encouragement 
to  settlers  by  the  low  price  of  land,  and  an  opportunity  to 
improve  the  roads  by  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  amount 
upon  them  in  labor. 

The  military  stations  at  Fort  Fairfield  and  Fish  River, 
with  the  travel  which  they  cause  upon  the  road  ;  the  lum- 
bering business — the  facilities  for  purchasing  land  cheap, 
and  paying  mostly  in  labor,  with  the  superior  quality  of  the 
soil,  all  combined,  make  the  Aroostook  country  one  of  the 
most  desirable  places  for  settlement,  for  the  young  men  of 
New  England  to  commence  life,  or  those  more  advanced  to 
mend  broken  fortunes,  and  provide  support  for  a  family,  that 
can  probably  be  found,  taken  health  and  all  things  into  the 
account,  in  the  world. — Bmigor  Whig. 


A  lialce  Tcwu* 

The  Milwaukie  Journal  contains  the  following  outline  of 
the  present  prosperous  condition  of  the  town  of  Milwaukie  : 

Wilwaukie  is  now  advancing  with  steady  and  great  strides 
towards  her  proud  destiny.  Wealth,  business,  capital — the 
capital  of  labor,  industry,  and  enterprise — and  all  of  the  ma- 
terials of  prosperity  are  flowing  in  upon  her  from  a  thousand 
sources.  She  is  able  to  render  a  good  account  of  herself  for 
the  last  year.  During  that  time,  her  growth  has  been  greater 
than  during  the  whole  of  the  five  former  years.  She  now 
numbers  probably  about  2,000  inhabitants,  being  an  increase 
of  800  since  the  census  of  1840.  Of  this  population,  about 
150  are  Irish,  250  Prussians  and  Germans  and  of  neighbor- 
ing nations,  and  1,800  Yankees. 

We  can  count  now,  within  the  limits  of  our  town,  more 
than  400  buildings,  about  30  of  which  are  large  warehouses 
or  storehouses;  19  large  and  commodious  wharves;  a  large 
number  of  mechanic  shops,  and  one  steam  furnace  ;  three 
churches  and  a  court-house ;  four  large  hotels;  three  news- 
papers ;  one  land  office,  selling  10,000  acres  of  land  per 
month  for  actual  settlement ;  five  schooners  and  sloops,  em- 
ployed chiefly  in  carrying  lumber ;  one  harbor  steamboat, 
not  to  mention  the  noble  steamer  Milwaukie,  at  the  mouth 
of  our  river,  of  which  we  have  the  nine-tenths  in  the  law — 
the  possession  ;  one  bridge,  which  cost  $4,000  ;  two  ferries, 
at  each  of  which  a  thousand  people  sometimes  pass  and  re- 
pass in  a  day;  nineteen  lawyers;  six  doctors,  and  about  thirty 
merchants,  most  of  whom  advertise  in  the  papers,  and  by 
that  means  do  a  good  business. 

It  is  an  infallible  sign  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  town 
that  the  lawyers  and  doctors,  with  the  loafers  or  drones,  are 
about  all  who  have  to  look  on  and  grumble. 

In  the  year  past,  one  hundred  buildings  have  been  com- 
menced, most  of  which  are  completed.  Among  them  we 
have  been  pleased  to  observe  one  large  brick  dwelling  house, 
and  two  elegant  blocks  of  brick  stores.  Preparations  are  be- 
ing made  to  erect  two  other  blocks  of  brick  buildings  early 
in  the  spring. 

By  next  June  or  July,  there  will  be  ready  for  use  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  in  the  village,  a  water-power  sufficient  to 
grind  all  the  wheat  raised  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  to  do  all  the  manufacturing  business  of  the 
same  Territory.  Arrangements  are  made  to  have  a  noble 
flouring  mill,  with  six  run  of  stones,  erected  the  ensuing 
season  and  put  in  operation.  Our  business  street  presents 
a  scene  of  animated  bustle  and  industry,  being  alive  with 
men,  teams,  drays,  loaded  wagons.  Our  stores  are  well  filled 
with  new  supplies  of  goods,  in  extent  and  variety  far  greater 
than  in  any  former  season.  Our  merchants  are  unusually 
prosperous,  and  maintain  a  credit  at  the  East.  We  may 
add  that  we  learn  of  many  men  of  capital  moving  hither  to 
take  up  their  abode  with  us.  Give  to  Milwaukie  a  harbor, 
and  her  various  means  of  business  and  trade  would  be  double 
in  one  season. 


Another  Revolutionary  Hero  Gone< 

The  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  Courier,  announces  the  death  of, 
Josiah  Strong,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  who  died  at  Geneva 
on  the  14th  ultimo,  at  the  age  of  83  years.    He  took  part  in  ! 
the  invasion  of  Canada,  in  1776,  was  one  of  the  army  which  , 
crossed  the  Delaware  with  Washington,  was  at  the  cele- 
brated battle  near  Princeton  when  Washington  took  300  [ 
prisoners,  and  was  at  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  German- 1 
town.     He  was  frequently  wounded,  and  at  the  contest  of 
Germantown  lay  upon  the  battle  ground  for  twenty-four 
hours,  until  by  Washington's  orders,  when  found  to  be  alive, 
he  was  removed  to  the  head  quarters  of  his  general. 


The  Gloucester,  (Mass.)  Telegraph  says: — "We  learn 
by  a  letter  received  in  town  last  evening  that  his  Excellency 
Thomas  Buchanan,  Governor  of  Liberia,  died  at  Bassa,  Sep- 
tember 3d,  very  much  lamented. 


Treasury  Notes. 

7Wasiiry  Department,  ^ 
Decembers,  1841.      3 
Amount  of  Treasury  Notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  Congress  oi  1837,  1838,  1S39,  1840, 

$26,681,337  53 
Redeemed  of  that  amount 25,103,571  30 


Leaving  outstanding  the  sum  of $1,577,766  23 

Issued  under  the  act  of  Feb.  1841,  viz. 
Prior  to  the  4th  of  March. . .  $673,681  32 
Since  the  4th  of  March 5,423,300  97 

Making 6,096,982  29 

Returned  of  that  issue 445,890  63 

Leaving  outstanding,  5,651,091  61 

Aggregateoutstandingon  the  1st  instant. . .   $7,228,857  84 

W,  FORWARD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


1841.] 
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(Tables  Continued  from  page  335.) 
Comparative  Vie^vs  of  the  Census  of  1840. 

Increase  of  population  1830  to  1840. 

TABL.1]    I. 

Showing-  the  population  by  census  of  1830  and  1840 — the  numerical  increase  and  the  ratio  per  cent,  increase  in  ten 

years,  in  each  State  and  Territory. 


STATED. 

Total  popu- 
lation    in 
1830. 

Total  popu- 
lation    in 
1840. 

Numerical 
increase 
since  1830. 

Ratio  pr.  ct. 
increase  in 
ten  years. 

STATES. 

Total  popu- 
lation    in 
1830. 

t2 
o 

cu  -      . 

isJo 

"o  "a  2 

829,210 

779,828 

1,519,467 

685,866 

476,183 

383,702 

212,267 

97,574 

54,477 

43,712 

30,945 

43,112 

Numerical 
increase 
since  1830. 

Rate  pr.  ct. 
increase  in 
ten  years. 

Maine 

399,455      501,793 
269,328      284,574 
610,408      737.699 

102,338 

15,246 

127,291 

11,631 

12,303 

11,296 

510,313 

52,483 

375,800 

1,337 

22,192 

28,392 

15,432 

13,213 

174,569 

281,229 

239,030 

136,672 

25.619 

5.660 

20.853 

11.966 

4.133 

4.025 

26.598 

16.357 

27.873 

1.742 

4.964 

2.344 

2.092 

2.273 

33.777 

90.857 

174.958 

63.350 

Tennessee .... 

Kentucky 

Ohio. .." 

681,904 

687,917 

937,903 

343,031 

157,445 

140,455 

31,639 

30,388 

34,730 

39,834 

147,306 

91,911 

581,564 

342,835 

318,738 

243,247 

180,628 

67,186 

19,747 

3,878 

30,945 

43,112 

21.602 

13.361 

62.006 

99.942 

202.444 

173.184 

.570.900 

221.093 

56.858 

9.735 

N.Hampshire. . 
Massachusetts. . 

R.  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

N.  York 

N.  Jersey 

Pennsylvania  . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina 

S.  Carolina  .... 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

97,199 

297,675 
280,652 

1,918,608 
320,823 

1,348,233 

76,748 

447,040 

1,211,405 
737,987 
581,185 
516,823 
309,527 
136,621 
215,739 

108,830 
309,978 
291,948 

2,428,921 
373,306 

1,724,033 

78,085 

469,232 

1,239,797 
753,419 
594,398 
691,-392 
590,756 
375,651 
352,411 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Michigan 

Arkansas . . .. . 

Florida 

D.  of  Columbia 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

Navy 

Total 

12,860,702 
5,318 

17,062,566 
6,100 

4,201,864 
782 

32.672 
14.700 

12,866,020 

17,068,666 

4,202,646 

32.664 

TABLE  II. 

Showing  the  sectional  increase. 


JV.  E.  States. 


Maine 

N.  Hampshire  . . . 
Massachusetts. . . . 

R.  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 


1830. 


399,455 
269,328 
610,408 
97,199 
297,675 
280,652 


1840. 


501,793 
284,574 
737,699 
108,830 
309,978 
291,948 


1,954,7172,234,822 
Middle  States. 


■J-  « 

I  - 
S  2 
a.S 


102,338 
15,246 

127,291 
11,631 
12,303 
11,296 


N.York 1,918,608 


N.  Jersey 
Pennsylvania . 
Delaware 


320,823 
1,348,233 

76,748 


2,428,921 

373,306 

1,724,033 

78,085 


280,105 


510,313 

52,483 

375,800 

1,337 


3,664,412  4,604,345     939,933 
Southern  States. 


Maryland I    447,040 

Virginia 1,211,405 

N.  Carolina 737,987 


S.  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

D.  of  Columbia. 
Florida 


581,185 
516,823 
309,527 
136,621 
215,739 
39,834 
34,730i 


469,232, 

1,239,797 

753,419 

594,398 

691,392' 

590,756J 

375,651 

352,4111 

43,712 

54,477  i 


22,192 

28,392 

15,432 

13,213 

174,569 

281,229 

239,030 

136,672 

3,878 

19,747 


4,230,8915,165,245     934,354 


©  o 


£  a 

u     • 

►5  " 


25.619  ! 

5.660  ! 
20.8.53  j 
11.966  I 

4.133  ! 

4.025  i 


14.329 


26.598 
16.357| 

27.873 
1.742' 


25.650 


4 
2 
2 
2 

33 

90 
174 

63 
9 

56 


964:1 
344 
092  ' 
273 
777 
857, 
958  ' 
350 ' 
735 
858 '  I 


Western  States. 


Ohio , 

Kentucky  , 
Tennessee. 
Indiana  . . 
Illinois. . . . 
Michigan  . 
Missouri  . . 
Arkansas. . 
Wisconsin 
Iowa 


1830. 


1840. 


937,903 
687,917' 
681,904  j 
343,031: 
157,445! 

31,639| 
140,455; 

30,388 


1,519,467 

779,828 

829,210 

685,866 

476,183 

212,267 

383,702 

97,574 

30,945 

43,112 


.2    m 

s  s 


3,010,682  5,058,154  2,047,472    68.00& 


581,564 

91,911 

147,306 

342,835 

318,738 

180,628 

243,247 

67,186 

30,945 

43,112 


<0  o 


62.006 

13.361J 

21.602 

99.942' 

202.444: 

570.900 

173.184 

221.093" 


Slave-holding  States, 


Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina  . . . 
S.  Carolina. . . . 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Mississippi  . . . . 

Louisiana 

Tennessee 

Kentucky  

Missouri 

Arkansas 

Florida 

D.  of  Columbia 


22.2641 


447,040 

1,211,405 

737,987 

581,185 

516,823 

309,527 

136,621 

21.5,739 

681,904 

687,917 

140,455 

30,388 

.14,730 

39,834; 


469,232 

1,239,797 

753,419 

594,398 

691,392 

590,756 

375,651 

352,411 

829,210 

779,828 

383,702 

97,574 

54,477: 

43,7121 


22,192j 

28,392 

15,4.'^2 

13,213 

174,569| 

281,229 

239,030 

136,672| 

147,3061 

91,911 

243,247 

67,186 

19,747 

3,878 


4.964 

2.344 

2.092 

2.273 

33.777 

90.857 

174.958 

63.350 

21.602 

13.361 

173.184 

221.09.3: 

56.858 

9.734 


5,771,555 17,255,559  1,484,004    25.712 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[tizczattn, 


Remarks. 

Probably  no  inquiry  connected  with  the  Census  is  of  more 
importance,  especially,  in  a  political  view,  than  that  which 
relates  to  the  increase  of  population  in  the  different  States 
and  sections  of  the  Union.  In  the  preceding  tables  we 
have  designed  to  show — first,  the  numerical  increase,  and 
the  ratio  per  cent,  of  increase  between  1830  and  1840,  in 
each  State — and  secondly,  the  same  views  of  increase,  in  the 
New  England,  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States — and 
also  in  the  Slave-holding  States — usually  so  termed. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1830,  the  population  of  the 
United  States  was  ascertained  to  be  (without 

the  Navy) 12,860,702 

In  1840,  it  was 17,062,566 

Being  a  numerical  increase  of  souls 4,201,864 

Or  32.672  per  cent,  increase  in  10  years. 

In  the  Navy  in  1830,  there  were .5,318 

And  in  1840 6,100 

Being  a  numerical  increase  of. 782 

Or  14.700  per  cent,  increase  in  the  Navy  in  10  years. 
If  the  persons  in  the  Navy  be  added,  the  population  at  the 

Census  of  1830,  was 12,866,020 

And  in       1 840,  was 1 7,068,666 

The  numerical  increase  would  be 4,202,646 

And  the  increase  per  cent,  of  the  United  States 

in  10  years 32.66  4 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  tables,  that  the  increase 
in  the  different  States,  in  the  10  years,  varies  from  570.900 
percent,  in  Michigan,  to  1 .712  per  cent,  in  Delaware. 

The  tide  of  migration  during  the  past  10  years  appears 
to  have  been  flowing  principally  to  Michigan,  which  has  in- 
creased 570.900  per  cent,  to  Arkansas  221.093  per  cent. 
Illinois,  202.444  per  cent.  Mississippi,  174.958  per  cent. 
Missouri,  173.184  per  cent.  Indiana, 99.942  per  cent.  Ala- 
bama, 90.857  per  cent.  Louisiana,  63.350  per  cent.  Ohio, 
62.006  per  cent,  and  Florida,  56.858  per  cent.  Many  of 
the  older  States  appear  to  have  gained  but  little — having 
probably  contributed  largely  to  the  increase  of  the  newer 
States. 

Maine  and  Massachusetts,  of  the  New  England  States  ap- 
pear to  have  increased  more  rapidly  than  the  rest,  having 
had  probably  some  additions  from  without,  while  the  re- 
maining States  exhibit  more  nearly  the  natural  increase. 

Of  the  Southern  States,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  only  show  an  increase  of  between  2  and  3 
per  cent. 

Of  the  Middle  States,  Pennsylvania,  shows  an  increase  of 
27.873  per  cent,  and  New  York,  26.598  per  cent. — the 
former  having  added  to  her  population  375,800  souls  and 
the  latter  510,313. 

The  increase  of  the  New  England  States,  col- 
lectively, is 14.329  per  cent. 

Do         do         Middle  25.650         " 

Do         do         Southern  22.264 

Do         do         Western  68.006 

Do         do         Slave-holding 25.712 

The  Now  England  and  Middle  States  in  1830  contained 
5,619,129  inhabitants— in  1840,  6,839,167,  being  an  in- 
crcaee  of  1,220,038,  or  21.712  per  cent, 


The  Southern  and  Western  States  in  1830  had  a  popu- 
lation of  7,241,573— in  1840, 10,223,399, being  an  increase 
of2,9Sl,826,  or  41.176  percent. 

The  Southern  and  Western  States,  therefore,  contain  3,- 
384,234  inhabitants  more  than  the  New  England  and  Mid- 
dle States — this  excess  being  only  545,595  less  than  the  en- 
tire population  of  the  Union  in  1790. 

The  increase  of  the  United  States  from  the  first  Census, 
in  1790,  has  been  13,138,839,  or  334.336  per  cent,  in  50 
years. 

In  a  future  No.  we  shall  furnish  some  further  views  on 
the  increase  of  the  States. 


We  have  lately  occupied  considerable  space  with  the  mes- 
sages of  the  Governors  of  those  States  in  which  the  Legisla- 
tures have  convened — all  we  have  seen,  have  now  been  pub- 
lished. A  London  subscriber,  writes  us  that  they  are  look- 
ed for  in  England,  with  great  anxiety,  as  giving  the  most 
authentic  information  relative  to  the  States. 

Notwithstanding  we  forward  our  paper  to  the  Secretaries 
of  all  the  States,  with  a  view  of  receiving  from  them  their 
public  documents,  we  have  to  regret,  that,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions, we  receive  no  documents  from  them,  or  are  some- 
times burdened  with  a  heavy  expense  of  postage,  contrary  to 
our  proposition  of  exchange.  As  it  is  our  wish  to  render  the 
Register  a  medium  for  furnishing  correct  information  re- 
specting the  Stales,  on  their  principal  points  of  policy,  and 
as  our  paper  is  taken  by  most  of  the  Ministers  of  Foreign 
Nations,  and  is  sent  to  their  respective  governments,  we 
hope  the  Secretaries  will  feel  the  importance  of  transmitting 
public  documents,  free  of  expense  to  us; — probably  the  in- 
terests of  their  own  States  will  be  thereby  promoted — while 
at  the  same  time,  an  acquaintance  is  obtained  of  the  condi- 
tion and  improvements  of  other  States. 

In  our  next  and  in  some  future  numbers,  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  present  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  reports  of  the  departments,  so  that  the  whole 
may  appear  in  our  present  volume,  which  will  close  on  the 
1st  of  January.  Members  of  Congress  will  oblige  us  by  an 
early  transmission  of  documents. 

We  would  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  we  shall  be 
happy  to  open  our  new  volume  with  a  handsome  addition 
to  our  present  respectable  and  intelligent  list  of  subscribers. 
To  those  who  wish  the  work  from  the  commencement,  we 
say,  that  the  four  volumes  already  completed  and  bound  can 
be  had,  to  a  certain  extent  (the  number  of  the  first  volume 
on  hand  being  small,)  to  which  the  fifth,  or  present  volume 
will  be  added  on  the  first  of  January.  It  becomes  us  not 
to  .«!peak  of  the  value  of  the  work,  but  judging  from  the  fre- 
quent reference  made  to  it,  and  the  class  of  applicants  for  it, 
we  flatter  ourselves  its  importance  is  becoming  more  appa- 
reilt. 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

J\fcssage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
t-cvo  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Second  Session  of  the  Tweutij-Seventh  Congress^ 

To  the  Seriate  aftd  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States  : 

In  coming  together,  fellow-citizens,  to  enter  again  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  with  which  the  people  have 
charged  us,  severally,  we  find  great  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country.  We  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  with  un- 
exampled means  of  education,  knowledge  and  improvement. 
Through  the  year  which  is  now  dravi'ing  to  a  close,  peace 
has  been  in  our  borders,  and  plenty  in  our  habitations;  and 
although  disease  has  visited  some  few  portions  of  the  land 
with  distress  and  mortality,  yet  in  general  the  health  of  the 
people  has  been  preserved,  and  we  are  all  called  upon,  by 
the  highest  obhgations  of  duty,  to  renew  our  thanks  and  our 
devotion  to  the  Heavenly  Parent,  who  has  continued  to 
vouchsafe  to  us  the  eminent  blessings  which  surround  us, 
and  who  has  so  signally  crowned  the  year  with  his  good- 
ness. If  we  find  ourselves  increasing,  beyond  example,  in 
numbers,  in  strength,  in  wealth,  in  knowledge,  in  everything 
which  promotes  human  and  social  happiness,  let  us  ever  re- 
member our  dependence,  for  all  these,  on  the  protection  and 
merciful  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence. 

Alexander  McLeod. 

Since  your  last  adjournment,  Alexander  McLeod,  a  British 
subject,  who  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an  American 
citizen,  and  whose  case  has  been  the  subject  of  a  corre- 
spondence heretofore  communicated  to  you,  has  been  ac- 
quitted by  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  and  intelligent  jury, 
and  has,  under  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  been  regularly 
discharged. 

Great  Britain  having  made  known  to  this  Government 
that  the  expedition  which  was  fitted  out  from  Canada  for 
the  destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline,  in  the  winter  of 
18o7,  and  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  said  boat, 
and  in  the  death  of  an  American  citizen,  was  undertaken  by 
orders  emanating  from  the  authorities  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  Canada,  and  demanding  the  discharge  of  McLeod 
iipoii  the  ground  that,  if  engaged  in  that  expedition,  he  did 
but  fulfil  the  orders  of  his  Government,  has  thus  been  an- 
swered in  the  only  way  in  which  she  could  be  answered  by 
a  Government,  the  powers  of  which  are  distributed  among 
its  several  departments  by  the  fundamental  law.  Happily 
for  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  those  of  the  United 
States,  the  only  mode  by  which  an  individual  arraigned  for 
a  criminal  offence,  before  the  Courts  of  either,  can  obtain 
his  discharge,  is  by  the  independent  action  of  the  judiciary, 
and  by  proceedings  equally  familiar  to  the  Courts  of  both 
countries. 

If  in  Great  Britain  a  power  exists  in  the  crown  to  cause 
to  be  entered  a  nolle  prosequi  which  is  not  the  case  with  the 
Executive  power  of  the  United  States  upon  a  prosecution 
pending  in  a  State  Court;  yet  there  no  more  than  here,  can 
the  chief  Executive  power  rescue  a  prisoner  from  custody 
without  an  order  of  the  proper  tribunal  directing  his  dis- 
charge.   The  precise  stage  of  the  proceedings  at  which  such 
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order  may  be  made,  is  a  matter  of  municipal  regulation  ex- 
clusively, and  not  to  be  complained  of  by  any  other  Go- 
vernment. In  cases  of  this  kind,  a  Government  becomes 
politically  responsible  only,  when  its  tribunals  of  last  resort 
are  shown  to  have  rendered  unjust  and  injurious  judgments 
in  matters  not  doubtful.  To  the  establishment  and  elucida- 
tion of  this  principle,  no  nation  has  lent  its  authority  more 
efficiently  than  Great  Britain.  Alexander  McLeod  having 
his  option  either  to  prosecute  a  writ  of  error  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  of  IVew  York,  which  had  been 
rendered  upon  his  application  for  a  discharge,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  or  to  submit  his  case  to  the  de- 
cision of  a  jury,  preferred  the  latter,  deeming  it  the  readiest 
mode  of  obtaining  his  liberation,  and  the  result  has  fully 
sustained  the  wisdom  of  his  choice.  The  niiinner  in  which' 
the  issue  submitted  was  tiied,  will  satisfy  the  Enghsh  Go- 
vernment that  the  principles  of  justice  will  never  fail  to 
govern  the  enlightened  decision  of  an  American  tribunal.-^ 
I  cannot  fail,  however,  to  suggest  to  Congress  the  propriety, 
and,  in  some  degree  the  necessity,  of  making  such  provisions 
by  law,  so  far  as  they  may  constitutionally  do  so,  for  the  re- 
moval at  their  commencement,  and  at  the  option  of  the  party, 
of  all  such  cases  as  may  hereafter  arise,  and  which  may  in- 
volve the  faithful  observance  and  execution  of  our  interna- 
tional obligations,  from  the  State  to  the  Federal  Judiciary. 
This  Government,  by  our  institutions,  is  charged  with  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  the  preservation  of  amicable  rela- 
tions with  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  ought  to  possess, 
without  question,  all  the  reasonable  and  proper  means  of 
maintaining  the  one  and  preserving  the  other.  Whilst  just 
confidence  is  felt  in  the  Judiciary  of  the  States,  yet  this 
Government  ought  to  be  competent  in  itself  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  high  duties  which  have  been  devolved  upon  it 
under  the  organic  law  of  the  States  themselves.. 

Case  of  Grogan. 

In  the  month  of  September,  a  party  of  armed  men  from 
Upper  Canada  invaded  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
and  forcibly  seized  upon  the  person  of  one  Grogan,  and. 
under  circumstances  of  great  harshness,  hurriedly  carried 
him  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates,  and  delivered 
him  up  to  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada,  His  immediate 
discharge  was  ordered  by  those  authorities,  upon  the  facts  of 
the  case  being  brought  to  their  knowledge — a  course  of  pro- 
cedure which  was  to  have  been  expected  from  a  nation  with 
whom  we  are  at  peace,  and  which  was  not  more  due  to  the 
rights  of  the  United  States,  than  to  its  own  regard  for  justice. 
The  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  Department 
of  State,  and  the  British  Envoy,  Mr.  Fox,  and  with  the  Go- 
vernor of  Vermont,  as  soon  as  the  facts  had  been  inatJe 
known  to  this  Department,  are  herewith  communicattx). 

Caroline  Steamer. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  known  to  you 
an  equally  satisfactory  conclusion  in  the  case  of  the  Caroline 
steamer,  with  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  which,  in  December,  1837,  by  an  armed  force  fitted 
out  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada,  you  are  already  made 
acquainted.  No  such  atonement  as  was  due  for  the  public 
wrong  done  to  the  United  States  by  this  invasion  of  her  terri- 
tory, so  wholl}'  irreconcileable  with  her  rights  as  an  independ- 
ent power,  has  yet  been  m*de.  In  the  view  taken  by  this 
Government,  the  inquiry  whether  the  vessel  was  in  the  em- 
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ployment  of  those  who  were  prosecuting  an  unauthorized 
war  against  that  Province,  or  was  engaged  by  tlie  owner  in 
the  business  of  transporting  passengers  to  and  from  Navy 
Island  in  hopes  of  private  gain,  which  was  most  probably 
the  case,  in  no  degree  alters  the  real  question  at  issue  be- 
tween the  two  governments.  This  Government  can  never 
concede  to  any  foreign  government  the  power,  except  in  a 
case  of  the  most  urgent  and  extreme  necessity,  of  invading 
its  territory,  either  to  arrest  the  persons  or  destroy  the  pro- 
perty of  those  who  may  have  violated  the  municipal  laws  of 
such  foreign  government,  or  have  disregarded  their  obliga- 
tions arising  under  the  law  of  nations.  The  territory  of  the 
United  States  must  be  regarded  as  sacredly  secure  against 
all  such  invasions,  until  they  shall  voluntarily  acknowledge 
their  inability  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  duties  to  others. 
And  in  announcing  this  sentiment,  I  do  but  affirm  a  princi- 
ple which  no  nation  on  earth  would  be  more  ready  to  vin- 
dicate, at  all  hazards,  than  the  people  and  Government  of 
Great  Britain. 

If,  upon  a  full  investigation  of  all  the  facts,  it  shall  appear 
that  the  owner  of  the  Caroline  was  governed  by  a  hostile 
intent,  or  had  made  common  cause  with  those  who  were  in 
the  occupancy  of  Navy  Island,  then  so  far  as  he  is  eoncern- 
ed,  there  can  be  no  claim  to  indemnity  for  the  destruction 
of  his  boat,  which  this  Government  would  feel  itself  bound 
to  prosecute — since  he  would  have  acted  not  only  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  clear  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States;  but  that  is  a  question  which, 
however  settled,  in  no  manner  involves  the  higher  considera- 
tion of  the  violation  of  territorial  sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
tion. To  recognize  it  as  an  admissible  practice  that  each 
government,  in  its  turn,  upon  any  sudden  and  unauthorized 
out-break,  which,  on  a  frontier,  the  extent  of  which  renders 
it  impossible  for  either  to  have  an  efficient  force  on  every 
mile  of  it,  and  which  out-break,  therefore,  neither  may  be 
able  to  suppress  in  a  day,  may  take  vengeance  into  its  own 
hands,  and  without  even  a  remonstrance,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  pressing  or  overruling  necessity,  may  invade  the  terri- 
tory of  the  other,  would  inevitably  lead  to  results  equally  to 
be  deplored  by  both.  When  border  collisions  come  to  re- 
ceive the  sanction,  or  to  be  made  on  the  authority  of  either 
Government,  general  war  must  be  the  inevitable  result. — 
While  it  is  the  ardent  desire  of  the  United  Stales  to  cultivate 
the  relations  of  peace  with  all  nations,  and  to  fulfil  all  the 
duties  of  good  neighborhood  towards  those  who  possess  ter- 
ritories adjoining  their  own,  that  very  desire  would  lead  them 
to  deny  the  right  of  any  foreign  power  to  invade  their 
boundary  with  an  armed  force.  The  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  on  this  subject,  will,  at  a  future 
day  of  your  session,  be  submitted  to  your  consideration  ;  and 
in  the  meantime,  I  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the 
British  Government  will  see  the  propriety  of  renouncing,  as 
a  rule  of  future  action,  the  precedent  which  has  been  set  in 
the  affair  at  Schlosser.  ' 

Right  of  Search, 

I  herewith  submit  the  correspondence  which  has  recently 
taken  place  between  the  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
St.  James,  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs of  that  Government,  on  the  right  claimed  by  that  Go- 
vernment to  visit  and  detain  vessels  sailing  under  the  Ameri- 
can (lag  and  engaged  in  prosecuting  lawful  commerce  in  the 
African  seas.  Our  commercial  interests  in  that  region  have 
experienced  considerable  increase,  and  have  become  an  ob- 
ject of  much  importance,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  protect  them  against  all  improper  and  vexatious 
interruption.  However  desirous  the  United  States  may  be 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  they  cannot  consent 
to  interpolations  into  the  maritime  code,  at  the  mere  will 
and  pleasure  of  other  governments.  We  deny  the  right  of 
any  such  interpolation  to  any  one,  or  all  the  nations  of  the 
Earth,  without  our  consent.  We  claim  to  have  a  voice  in 
all  amendments  or  alterations  of  that  code — and  when  we 
are  given  to  understand,  as  in  this  instance,  by  a  foreign  go- 
vernment, that  its  treaties  with  other  nations  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted without  the  establishment  and  enforcement  of  new 
principles  of  maritime  police,  to  be  applied  without  our  con- 


sent, we  must  employ  a  language  neither  of  equivocal  import, 
nor  susceptible  of  misconstruction.  American  citizens  prose- 
cuting a  lawful  commerce  in  the  African  seas,  under  the 
flag  of  their  country,  are  not  responsible  for  the  abuse  or 
unlawful  use  of  that  flag  by  others  ;  nor  can  they  rightfully 
on  account  of  any  such  alleged  abuses,  be  interrupted, 
molested  or  detained  while  on  the  ocean  ;  and  if  thus  molest- 
ed and  detained,  while  pursuing  honest  voyages,  in  the 
usual  way,  and  violating  no  law  themselves,  they  are  un- 
questionably entitled  to  indemnity.  This  Government  has 
manifested  its  repugnance  to  the  slave  trade,  in  a  manner 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood.  By  its  fundamental  law,  it 
prescribed  limits  in  point  of  time  to  its  continuance  ;  and 
as^ainst  its  own  citizens,  who  might  so  far  forget  the  rights 
of  humanity  as  to  engage  in  that  wicked  traffic,  it  has  long 
since,  by  its  municipal  laws,  denounced  the  most  condign 
punishment.  Many  of  the  States  composing  this  Union, 
had  made  appeals  to  the  civilized  world  for  its  suppression, 
long  before  the  moral  sense  of  other  nations  had  become 
shocked  by  the  iniquities  of  the  traffic.  Whether  this  Go- 
vernment should  now  enter  into  treaties  containing  mutual 
stipulations  upon  this  subject,  is  a  question  for  its  mature 
deliberation.  Certain  it  is,  that  if  the  right  to  detain  Ameri- 
can ships  on  the  high  seas  can  be  justified  on  the  plea  of  a 
necessity  for  such  detention,  arising  out  of  the  existence  of 
treaties  between  other  nations,  the  same  plea  may  be  ex- 
tended and  enlarged  by  the  new  stipulations  of  new  treaties, 
to  which  the  United  States  may  not  be  a  party.  This  Go- 
vernment will  not  cease  to  urge  upon  that  of  Great  Britain, 
full  and  ample  remuneration  for  all  losses,  whether  arising 
from  detention  or  otherwise,  to  which  American  citizens 
have  heretofore  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  subjected,  by  the 
exercise  of  rights  which  this  Government  cannot  recognize 
as  legitimate  and  proper.  Nor  will  I  indulge  a  doubt  but 
that  the  sense  of  justice  of  Great  Britain  will  constrain  her 
to  make  retribution  for  any  wrong,  or  loss,  which  any 
American  citizen,  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  lawful  com- 
merce, may  have  experienced  at  the  hand  of  her  cruisers,  or 
other  public  authorities.  This  Government,  at  the  same 
time,  will  relax  no  effort  to  prevent  its  citizens,  if  there  be 
any  so  disposed,  from  prosecuting  a  traffic  so  revolting  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity.  It  seeks  to  do  no  more  than  to 
protect  the  fair  and  honest  trader,  from  molestation  and  inju- 
ry ;  but  while  the  enterprising  mariner,  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  an  honorable  trade,  is  entitled  to  its  protection,  it  will 
visit  with  condign  punishment,  others  of  an  opposite  charac- 
ter. 

Jifrican  Slave  Trade. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  existing  laws  for  the  suppression 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  recommend  all  such  altera- 
tions, as  may  give  to  them  greater  force  and  efficacy.  That 
the  American  flag  is  grosslj'  abused  by  the  abandoned  and 
profligate  of  other  nations,  is  but  too  probable.  Congress 
has,  not  long  since,  had  this  subject  under  its  consideration, 
and  its  importance  well  justifies  renewed  and  anxious  atten- 
tion. 

Rice  Duties. 

I  also  communicate  herewith  the  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Lord  Palmerston,  upon  the 
subject  so  interesting  to  several  of  the  Southern  States,  of 
the  rice  duties  which  resulted  honorably  to  the  justice  of 
Great  Britain,  and  advantageously  to  the  United  States. 

Question  of  the  Soundary. 

At  the  opening  of  the  last  annual  session,  the  President 
informed  Congress  of  the  progress  which  had  then  been 
made  in  negotiating  a  convention  between  this  Government 
and  that  of  England,  with  a  view  to  the  final  settlement  of 
the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  two  countries.  I  regret  to  say,  that  little  further  ad- 
vancement of  (he  object  has  been  accomplished  since  last 
year ;  but  this  is  owing  to  circumstances  no  way  indicative 
of  any  abatement  of  the  desire  of  both  parties  to  hasten  the 
negotiation  to  its  conclusion,  and  to  settle  the  question  in 
dispute,  as  early  as  possible.     In  the  course  of  the  session,  it 
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is  my  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  some  further  degree  of 
progress,  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  highly  desira- 
ble end. 

Boundary  separating-  Maine  aiid  j\'e-.o  Ilam/js/nrc. 

The  commission  appointed  by  this  Government  for  the 
exploration  and  survey  of  the  line  of  boundary  separating 
the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  from  the  conter- 
minous British  Provinces  is,  it  is  believed,  about  to  close  its 
field  labors,  and  is  expected  soon  to  report  the  results  of  its 
examinations  to  the  Department  of  Slate.  The  report,  when 
received,  will  be  laid  before  Congress. 

Spain  and  the  Interest  due. 
The  failure  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  pay,  with  punctuality, 
the  interest  due  under  the  Convention  of  1834,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  between  the  two  countries,  has  made  it  the 
duty  of  tho  Executive  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  that 
Government  to  the  subject.  A  disposition  has  been  mani- 
fested by  it,  which  is  believed  to  be  entirely  sincere,  to  fulfil 
its  obligations,  in  this  respect,  so  soon  as  its  internal  condi- 
tion and  the  state  of  its  finances  will  permit.  An  arrange- 
ment is  in  progress,  from  the  result  of  which,  it  is  trusted 
that  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  claims  under  the  conven- 
tion, will,  at  no  distant  day,  receive  the  stipulated  payments. 

Treaty  of  Commerce  and  JVavigation  idth  Belgium. 

A  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  with  Belgium 
was  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington  on  the  29th  March, 
1840,  and  was  duly  sanctioned  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  The  treaty  was  ratified  by  His  Belgian  Majesty, 
but  did  not  receive  the  approbation  of  the  Belgian  Chambers 
within  the  time  limited  by  its  terms,  and  has,  therefore,  be- 
come void. 

This  occurrence  assumes  the  graver  aspect  from  the  con- 
sideration that,  in  1833,  a  treaty  negotiated  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
failed  to  be  ratified  on  the  part  of  Belgium.  The  Repre- 
sentative of  that  Government,  at  Washington,  informs 
the  Department  of  State  that  he  has  been  instructed  to  give 
explanations  of  the  causes  which  occasioned  delay  in  the  ap- 
proval of  the  late  treaty  by  the  Legislature,  and  to  express 
the  regret  of  the  King  at  the  occurrence. 

Boundary  betiueen  Texas. 

The  joint  commission  under  the  convention  with  Texas, 
to  ascertain  the  true  boundary  between  the  two  countries, 
has  concluded  its  labors  ;  but  the  final  report  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  has  not  been  received.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  the  meridian  line,  as  traced  by 
the  commission,  lies  somewhat  further  east  than  the  position 
hitherto  generally  assigned  to  it,  and,  consequently,  includes 
in  Texas  some  part  of  the  territory  which  had  been  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  United  States  cannot  but  take  a  deep  interest  in 
whatever  relates  to  this  young,  but  growing  republic.  Set- 
tled principally  by  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  we 
have  the  happiness  to  know,  that  the  great  principles  of  civil 
liberty  are  there  destined  to  flourish,  under  wise  institutions 
and  wholesome  laws  ;  and  that,  through  its  example,  another 
evidence  is  to  be  alTorded  of  the  capacity  of  popular  institu- 
tions, to  advance  the  prosperity,  happiness,  and  permanent 
glory  of  the  human  race.  The  great  truth,  that  government 
was  made  for  the  people,  and  not  the  people  for  government, 
has  already  been  established  in  the  practice  and  by  the  ex- 
ample of  these  United  States  ;  and  we  can  do  no  other  than 
contemplate  its  further  exemplification  by  a  sister  Republic, 
with  the  deepest  interest. 

Independent  States  of  South  Jimerica. 
Our  relations  with  the  independent  States  of  this  hemis- 
phere, formerly  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  have  not  un- 
dergone any  material  change  within  the  past  year.  The 
incessant  sanguinary  conflicts  in,  or  between  those  countries, 
are  to  be  greatly  deplored,  as  necessarily  tending  to  disable 
them  from  performing  their  duties  as  members  of  the  com- 
"■>unity  of  nations,  and  rising  to  the  destiny  which  the  posi- 


tion and  natural  resources  of  many  of  them  might  lead  them 
justly  to  anticipate,  as  constantly  giving  occasion,  also,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  for  complaints  on  the  part  of  our  citizens 
who  resort  thither  for  purposes  of  commercial  intercourse, 
and  as  retarding  reparation  for  wrongs  already  committed, 
some  of  which  are  by  no  means  of  recent  date. 

The  failure  of  the  Congress  of  Ecuador  to  hold  a  session, 
at  the  time  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  January  last,  will 
probably  render  abortive  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  that  Re- 
public, which  was  signed  at  Quito  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1S39,  and  had  been  duly  ratified  on  our  part,  but  which  re- 
quired the  approbation  of  that  body,  prior  to  its  ratification 
by  the  Ecuadorian  Executive. 

A  Convention  which  has  been  concluded  with  the  Re- 
public of  Peru,  providing  for  the  settlement  of  certain  claims 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  Government  of 
that  Republic,  will  be  duly  submitted  to  the  Senate. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment, originating  from  captures,  and  other  causes,  are  still 
unsatisfied.  The  United  States  have,  however,  so  uniform- 
ly shown  a  disposition  to  cultivate  relations  of  amity  with 
that  Empire,  that  it  is  hoped,  the  unequivocal  tokens  of  the 
same  spirit  towards  us,  which  an  adjustment  of  the  affairs 
referred  to  would  afford,  will  be  given  without  further  avoida- 
ble delay. 

The  War  in  Florida. 

The  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  peninsula  of  Flo- 
rida has,  during  the  last  summer  and  fall,  been  prosecuted 
with  untiring  activity  and  zeal.  A  summer  campaign  was 
resolved  upon,  as  the  best  mode  of  bringing  it  to  a  close. — 
Our  brave  officers  and  men  who  have  been  engaged  in  that 
service,  have  suffered  toils  and  privations,  and  exhibited  an 
energy,  which,  in  any  other  war,  would  have  won  for  them 
unfading  laurels.  In  despite  of  the  sickness  incident  to  the 
climate,  they  have  penetrated  the  fastnesses  of  the  Indians, 
broken  up  their  encampments,  and  harassed  them  unceasing- 
ly. Numbers  have  been  captured,  and  still  greater  numbers 
have  surrendered,  and  have  been  transported  to  join  their 
brethren  on  the  lands  elsewhere  allotted  to  them  by  the  gov- 
ernment— and  a  strong  hope  is  entertained  that,  under  the 
conduct  of  the  gallant  officer  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in 
Florida,  that  troublesome  and  expensive  war  is  destined  to 
a  speedy  termination.  With  all  the  other  Indian  tribes,  we 
are  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace.  Our  duty,  as  well  as 
our  best  interests,  prompt  us  to  observe,  in  all  our  intercourse 
with  them,  fidelity  in  fulfilling  our  engagements,  the  prac- 
tice of  strict  justice,  as  well  as  the  constant  exercise  of  acts 
of  benevolence  and  kindness.  These  are  the  great  instru- 
ments of  civilization,  and  through  the  use  of  them  alone,  can 
the  untutored  child  of  the  forest  be  induced  to  listen  to  its 
teachings. 

Sixth  Censiis. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  on  whom  the  acts  of  Congress 
have  devolved  the  duty  of  directing  the  proceedings  for  the 
faking  of  the  Sixth  Census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  L^nited  States,  will  report  to  the  two  Houses  the 
progress  of  that  work.  The  enumeration  of  persons  has 
been  completed,  and  exhibits  a  grand  total  of  17,069,453,* 
making  an  increase  over  the  Census  of  1830,  of  4,202,646 
inhabitants,  and  showing  a  gain  in  a  ratio  exceeding  32A 
per  cent,  for  tho  last  ten  years. 

Condition  of  the  Finances, 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  will 
be  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  finances.  The  balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  submitted  to  Con- 
gress at  the  Extra  Session,  was  §987,345  03.  The  receipts 
into  the  Treasury,  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  this 
year,  from  all  sources,  amount  to  §23,407,072  52.  The 
estimated  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter,  amount  to  §6,943,- 
095  25,  amounting  to  §30,410,167  77;  and  making,  with 
the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  of  January  last, 

*  The  aggregate  published  at  Washington,  makes  17,068,- 
646.— Ed.  Reg. 
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§31,397,512  SO.  The  expenditures  for  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  this  year,  amount  to  $24,734,346  97.  The  expen- 
ditures for  the  fourth  quarter,  as  estimated,  will  amount  to 
^7,290,723  73  :— thus  making  a  total  of  $32,025,070  70  ; 
and  leaving  a  deficit  to  be  provided  for,  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary next,  of  about  $627,557  90. 

Zoom  o/ $12,000,000. 

Of  the  loan  of  $12,000,000,  which  was  authorized  by 
-Congress  at  its  late  session,  only  §5,432,726  88  have  been 
negotiated.  The  shortness  of  time  which  it  had  to  run.  has 
^presented  no  iriconsiderable  impediment  in  the  way  of  its 
being  taken  by  capitalists  at  home,  while  the  same  cause 
would  have  operated  with  much  greater  force  in  the  foreign 
market.  For  that  reason  the  foreign  market  has  not  been 
resorted  to  ;  and  it  is  now  submitted,  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  amend  the  law  by  making  what  remains  un- 
disposed of,  payable  at  a  more  distant  day. 

Tariff  of  Duties. 

Should  it  be  necessary,  in  any  view  that  Congress  may 
-take  of  the  subject,  to  revise  the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  I 
■beg  leave  to  say,  that,  in  the  performance  of  that  most  deli- 
cate operation,  moderate  counsels  would  seem  to  be  the 
wisest.  The  government  under  which  it  is  our  happiness 
to  live,  owes  its  existence  to  the  spirit  of  compromise  which 
4)revailed  among  its  framers — jarring  and  discordant  opin- 
ions could  only  have  been  reconciled  by  that  noble  spirit  of 
patriotism,  which  prompted  conciliation,  and  resulted  in 
Jiarmony.  In  the  same  spirit  the  Compromise  Bill,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  was  adopted  at  the  session  of  1833.  \Vhile 
,the  people  of  no  portion  of  tlie  Union  will  ever  heslitate  to 
.pay  all  necessary  taxes  for  the  support  of  government,  yet 
an  innate  repugnance  exists,  to  the  imposition  of  burthens 
not  really  necessary  for  that  object.  In  imposing  duties, 
however,  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  a  right  to  discriminate 
as  to  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  shall  be  laid,  as  well  as 
4he  amount,  necessarily  and  most  properly  exists.  Olher- 
_v/ise  the  government  would  be  placed  in  the  condition  of 
Jiaving  Lc  levy  the  same  duties  upon  all  articles,  the  pro- 
ductive, as  well  as  the  unproductive.  The  slightest  duty 
upoii  some,  might  have  the  effect  of  causing  their  importa- 
tion to  cease,  whereas  others  entering  extensively  into  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  might  bear  the  heaviest,  with- 
out any  sensible  diminution  in  the  amount  imported.  So 
also  the  government  may  be  justified  in  so  discriminating, 
by  reference  to  other  considerations  of  domestic  policy  con- 
nected with  our  manufactures.  So  long  as  the  duties  shall 
be  laid  with  distinct  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
no  well  founded  objection  can  exist  against  them.  It  might 
be  esteemed  desirable  that  no  such  augmentation  of  the  tax- 
es should  take  place  as  would  have  the  effect  of  annulling 
the  land  proceeds  distribution  act  of  the  last  session,  which 
9ct  is  declared  to  be  imperative  the  moment  the  duties  arc 
increased  beyond  20  per  cent.,  the  maximum  rate  establish- 
ed by  the  Compromise  Act.  Some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Compromise  Act,  which  will  go  into  effect  on  the  30th  day 
of  Jijne  next,  may,  however,  be  found  exceedingly  inconve- 
nient in  practice,  under  any  regulations  that  Congress  may 
adopt.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  that  relating  to  the  home 
valuation.  A  difference  in  value  of  the  same  articles  to  some 
extent,  will  necessarily,  exist  at  different  ports — but  that  is 
altogether  insignificant,  when  compared  with  the  conflicts  in 
yaluatipn,  which  are  likely  to  arise,  from  the  dittprejices  of 
opinion  among  the  numerous  appraisers  of  merchandise. — 
In  many  instances  the  estimates  of  value  must  be  conjectu- 
ral, and  thus  as  many  diffeient  rates  of  value  may  be  estab- 
lished as  there  are  appraisers.  These  differences  in  valua- 
tion may  also  be  increased  by  the  inclination,  which,  with- 
out the  slightest  imputation  on  their  honesty,  may  arise  on 
the  part  of  the  appraisers  in  favor  of  their  respective  ports  of 
entry.  I  recommend  this  whole  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  with  a  single  additional  remark.  Certainty 
and  permanency  in  any  system  of  governmental  policy  are, 
in  all  respects,  eminently  desirable  ;  but  more  particularly 
U  this  true  in  all  that  affects  trade  and  commerce,  the  opera- 
tions of  which  depend  much  more  on  the  certainty  of  their 


returns,  and  calculations  which  embrace  distant  periods  of 
time,  than  on  high  bounties,  or  duties,  vi'hich  are  liable  to 
constant  fluctuations. 

Currency  and  Exchung-es. 

At  your  late  session,  I  invited  your  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  such  measures  as  were  consistent  with  the 
constitutional  competency  of  the   government,  in   order  to 
correct  the  unsoundness  of  the  one,  and  as  far  as  practicable 
the  inequalities  of  the  other.    No  country  can  be  in  the  em- 
ployment of  its  full  measure  of  prosperity,  without  the  pre- 
sence of  a  medium  of  exchange,  approximating  to  uniformity 
of  value.     What  is  necessary  as  between  the  different  Jia- 
tions  of  the  earth,  is  also  important  as  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  different  parts  of  the  same  country  ;  with  the  first 
the  precious  metals  constitute  the  chief  medium,  of  circula- 
tion, and  such  also  would  be  the  case  as  to  the  last,  but  for 
inventions  comparatively  modern,  which  have  furnished,  in 
place  of  gold  and  silver,  a  paper  circulation.     I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  a  comparative  analysis  of  the  merits  of  the 
two  systems.    Such  belonged  more  properly  to  the  period  of 
the  introduction  of  the  paper  system.     The  speculative  phi- 
losopher might  find  inducements  to  prosecute  the  inquiry, 
but  his  researches  could  only  lead  him  to  conclude,  that  the 
paper  system  had  probably  better  never  have  been  introduc- 
ed, and  that  society  might  have  been  much  happier  without 
it.    The  practical  statesman  has  a  very  different  task  to  per- 
form.    He  has  to  look  at  things  as  they  are — to  take  them 
as  he  finds  them — to  supply  deficiencies,  and  to  prune  ex- 
cesses as  far  as  in  him  lies.     The  task  of  furnishing  a  cor- 
rective for  derangements  of  the  paper  medium  with  us,  is  al- 
most inexpressibly  great.    The  power  exerted  by  the  States 
to  charter  banking  corporations,  and  which,  having  been 
carried  to  a  great  excess,  has  filled  the  country  with,  in  most 
of  the  States,  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  is  an   evil 
which,  in  some  way  or  other,  requires  a  corrective.     The 
rates  at  which  bills  of  exchange  are  negotiated  between  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  furnish  an  index  of  the  value  of 
the  local  substitute  for  gc»Id  and  silver,  which  is,  in  many 
parts,  so  far  depreciated,  as  not  to  be  received,  except  at  a 
large  discount,  in  payment  of  debts,  or  in  the  purchase  of 
produce.     It  could  earnestly  be  desired  that  every  bank,  not 
possessing  the  means  of  resumption,  should  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  late  United  States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
go  into  liquidation,  rather  than  by  refusing  to  do  so  to  con- 
tinue emharrassments  in   the   way  of  solvent   institutions, 
thereby  augmenting  the  difficulties  incident  to  the  present 
condition  of  things.     Whether  this  government,  with  due 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  has  any  power  to  constrain 
the  banks,  either  to  resume  specie  payments,  or  to  force  them 
into  liquidation,  is  an  inquiry  which  will  not  fail  to  claim 
your  consideration.     In  view  of  the  great  advantages  which 
are  allowed  the  corporators,  not  among  the  least  of  which  is 
the  authority  contained  in  most  of  their  charters,  to  make 
loans  to  three  times  the  amount  of  their  capital,  thereby 
often  deriving  three  times  as  much  interest  on  the  same 
amount  of  money  as  any  individual  is  permitted  by  law  to 
receive,  no  sufficient  apology  can  be  urged  for  a  long  con- 
tinued suspension  of  specie  payments.     Such  suspension  is 
productive  of  the  greatest  detriment  to  the  public,  by  expel- 
ling from  circulation  the  precious  metals,  and  seriously  haz- 
arding the  success  of  any  effort  that  this  government  can 
make,  to  increase  commercial  facilities,  and  to  advance  the 
public  interests. 

This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  and  the  Indispensable  ne- 
cessity for  a  sound  currency  becomes  the  more  manifest  when 
we  reflect  on  the  vast  amount  of  the  internal  commerce  of 
the  country.  Of  this  we  have  no  statistics,  nor  just  data  for 
forming  adequate  opinions.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  amount  of  transportation  coastwise,  by  sea,  and  the 
transportation  inland  by  railroads  and  canals,  and  by  steam- 
boats and  other  modes  of  conveyance,  over  the  surface  of  our 
vast  rivers  and  immense  lakes,  and  the  value  of  property  car- 
ried and  interchanged  by  these  means,  form  a  general  ag- 
gregate, to  which  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  large 
as  it  is,  makes  but  a  distant  approach. 
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In  the  absence  of  any  controlling  power  over  this  subject, 
which  by  forcing  a  general  resumption  of  specie  payments 
would  at  once  have  the  eflect  of  restoring  a  sound  medium 
of  exchange,  and  would  leave  to  the  country  but  little  to  de- 
sire, what  measure  of  relief,  falling  within  the  limits  of  our 
constitutional  competency,  does  it  become  this  government 
to  adopt  ?  It  was  my  painful  duty  at  your  last  session,  un- 
der the  weight  of  most  solemn  obligations,  to  differ  with 
Congress  on  the  measures  which  it  proposed  for  my  appro- 
val, and  which  it  doubtless  regarded  as  corrective  of  existing 
evils.  Subsequent  rellection,  and  events  since  occurring, 
have  only  served  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinions  then  enter- 
tained, and  frankly  expressed. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  no  scheme  of  govern- 
mental policy,  unaided  by  individual  exertions,  can  be  availa- 
ble for  ameliorating  the  present  condition  of  things.  Com- 
mercial modes  of  exchange  and  a  good  currency,  are  but  the 
necessary  means  of  commerce  and  intercourse,  not  the  direct 
productive  sources  of  wealth.  Wealth  can  only  be  accu- 
mulated by  the  earnings  of  industry  and  the  savings  of  fru- 
gality ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  ill-judged  than  to  look  to 
facilities  in  borrowing,  or  to  a  redundant  circulation,  for  the 
power  of  discharging  pecuniary  obligations.  The  country 
is  full  of  resources  and  the  people  full  of  energy,  and  the 
great  and  permanent  remedy  for  present  embarrassments 
must  be  sought  in  industry,  economy,  the  observance  of  good 
faith,  and  the  favorable  influence  of  time. 

A  Plan  of  Finance. 

In  pursuance  of  a  pledge  given  to  you  in  my  last  message 
to  Congress,  which  pledge  I  urge  as  an  apology  for  adven- 
turing to  present  you  the  details  of  any  plan,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  will  be  ready  to  submit  to  you,  should  you 
require  it,  a  plan  of  finance  which,  while  it  throws  around 
the  public  treasure  reasonable  guards  for  its  protection,  and 
rests  on  powers  acknowledged  in  practice  to  exist  from  the 
origin  of  the  government,  will,  at  the  same  time,  furnish  to 
the  country  a  sound  paper  medium,  and  afford  all  reasona- 
ble facilities  for  regulating  the  Exchanges.  When  submit- 
ted, you  will  [)erceive  in  it  a  plan  amendatory  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  Department — subordi- 
nate in  all  respects  to  the  will  of  Congress  directly,  and  the 
will  of  the  people  indirectly — self-sustaining,  should  it  be 
found  in  practice  to  realize  its  promises  in  theory,  and  re- 
pealable  at  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  It  proposes  by  effec- 
tual restraints,  and  by  invoking  the  true  spirit  of  our  insti- 
tutions, to  separate  the  purse  from  the  sword  ;  or  more  pro- 
perly to  speak,  denies  any  other  control  to  the  President  over 
the  agents  who  may  be  selected  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
but  what  may  be  indispensably  necessary  to  secure  the 
fidelity  of  such  agents ;  and,  by  wise  regulations,  keeps 
plainly  apart  from  each  other,  private  and  public  funds.  It 
contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Control,  at  the 
Seat  of  Government,  with  agencies  at  prominent  commer- 
cial points,  or  wherever  else  Congress  shall  direct,  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  and  a 
substitution,  at  the  option  of  the  public  creditor,  of  Treasury 
notes,  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver.  It  proposes  to  limit  the  is- 
sues to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $15,000,000 — without  the 
express  sanction  of  the  legislative  power.  It  also  authorizes 
the  receipt  of  individual  deposits  of  gold  and  silver  to  a  lim- 
ited amount,  and  the  granting  certificates  of  deposit,  divided 
into  such  sums  as  may  be  called  for  by  the  depositors.  It 
proceeds  a  step  further,  and  authorizes  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  domestic  bills  and  drafts,  resting  on  a  real  and  substantial 
basis,  payable  at  sight,  or  having  but  a  short  time  to  run, 
and  drawn  on  places  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  apart 
— which  authority,  except  in  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for 
government  purposes  exclusively,  is  only  to  be  exerted  upon 
the  express  condition,  that  its  exercise  shall  not  be  prohibit- 
ed by  the  State  in  which  the  agency  is  situated. 

In  order  to  cover  the  expenses  incident  to  the  plan,  it  will 
be  authorized  to  receive  moderate  premiums  for  certificates 
issued  on  deposits,  and  on  bills  bought  and  sold,  and  thus, 
as  far  as  its  dealings  extend,  to  furnish  facilities  to  commer- 
cial intercourse  at  the  lowest  possible  rates,  and  to  subduct 
from  the  earnings  of  industry,  the  least  possible  sum,  It  uses 


the  State  banks  at  a  distance  from  the  agencies,  as  auxilia- 
ries, without  imparting  any  power  to  trade  in  its  name.  It 
is  subjected  to  such  guards  and  restraints  as  have  appeared 
to  be  necessary.  It  is  the  creature  of  law,  and  exists  only 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  made  to  rest  on  an 
actual  specie  basis,  in  order  to  redeem  the  notes  at  the  places 
of  issue — produces  no  dangerous  redundancy  of  circulation 
— affords  no  temptation  to  speculation — is  attended  by  no 
inflation  of  prices — is  equable  in  its  operation — makes  the 
Treasury  notes,  which  it  may  use  along  with  the  certificates 
of  deposit,  and  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  converti- 
ble at  the  place  where  collected,  receivable  in  payment  of 
government  dues — and,  without  violating  any  principle  of 
the  Constitution,  affords  the  government  and  the  people  such 
facilities  as  are  called  for  by  the  wants  of  both.  Such,  it  has 
appeared  to  me,  are  its  recommendations,  and  in  view  of 
them  it  will  be  submitted,  whenever  you  may  require  it,  to 
your  consideration. 

I  am  not  able  to  perceive  that  any  fair  and  candid  objec- 
tion can  be  urged  against  the  plan,  the  principal  outlines  of 
which  I  have  thus  presented.  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the 
notes  which  it  proposes  to  furnish,  at  the  voluntary  option 
of  the  public  creditor,  issued  in  lieu  of  the  revenue  and  its 
certificates  of  deposit,  will  be  maintained  at  an  equality  with 
gold  and  silver,  everywhere.  They  are  redeemable  in  gold 
and  silver  on  demand,  at  the  places  of  issue.  They  are  re- 
ceivable everywhere  in  payment  of  government  dues.  The 
Treasury  notes  are  limited  to  an  amount  of  one-fourth  less 
than  the  estimated  annual  receipts  of  the  Treasury ;  and  in 
addition  they  rest  upon  the  faith  of  the  government  for  their 
redemption.  If  all  these  assurances  are  not  suflScient  to 
make  them  available,  then  the  idea,  as  it  seems  to  me,  of 
furnishing  a  sound  paper  medium  of  exchanges,  may  be  en- 
tirely abandoned. 

If  a  fear  be  indulged  that  the  government  may  be  tempted 
to  run  into  excess  in  its  issues,  at  any  future  day,  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  such  apprehension  can  reasonably  be  enter- 
tained, until  all  confidence  in  the  representatives  of  the 
States  and  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  people  themselves, 
shall  be  lost.  The  weightiest  considerations  of  policy  require 
that  the  restraints  now  proposed  to  be  thrown  around  the 
measure  should  not,  for  light  causes,  be  removed.  To  argue 
against  any  proposed  plan  its  liability  to  possible  abuse,  is 
to  reject  every  expedient,  since  everything  dependent  on  hu- 
man action  is  liable  to  abuse.  Fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  may  be  issued  as  the  ynaximitm,  but  a  discretionary 
power  is  to  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Control,  under  that  sum, 
and  every  consideration  will  unite  in  leading  them  to  feel 
their  way  with  caution.  For  the  eight  first  years  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  circulation 
barely  exceeded  $4,000,000  ;  and  for  five  of  its  most  pros- 
perous years,  it  was  about  equal  to  §16,000,000;  further- 
more, the  authority  given  to  receive  private  deposits  to  a 
limited  amount,  and  to  issue  certificates  in  such  sums  as  may 
be  called  for  by  the  depositors,  may  so  far  fill  up  the  chan- 
nels of  circulation  as  greatly  to  diminish  the  necessity  of  any 
considerable  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  A  restraint  upon  the 
amount  of  private  deposits  has  seemed  to  be  indispensably 
necessary,  from  an  apprehension  thought  to  be  well  founded, 
that  in  any  emergency  of  trade,  confidence  might  be  so  far 
shaken  in  the  banks  as  to  induce  a  withdrawal  from  them 
of  private  deposits,  with  a  view  to  ensure  their  unquestiona- 
ble safety  when  deposited  with  the  government,  which 
might  prove  eminently  disastrous  to  the  State  banks.  Is  it 
objected  that  it  is  proposed  to  authorize  the  agencies  to  deal 
in  bills  of  exchange  ?  It  is  answered,  that  such  dealings  are 
to  be  carried  on  at  the  lowest  possihle  premium — are  made 
to  rest  on  an  unquestionably  sound  basis — are  designed  to 
re-imburse  merely  the  expenses  which  would  otherwise  de- 
volve upon  the  Treasury,  and  are  in  strict  subordination  to 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  Augusta  against  Earle,  and  other  reported  cases;  and 
thereby  avoids  all  conflict  with  State  jurisdiction,  which  I 
hold  to  be  indispensably  requisite.  It  leaves  the  banking 
privileges  of  the  States  without  interference — looks  to  the 
Treasury  and  the  Union — and,  while  furnishing  every  fa- 
cility tc  the  first,  is  careful  of  the  interests  of  the  last.     But 


374 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 


[Deceuber, 


above  all,  it  is  created  by  law,  is  amendable,  by  law,  and  is 
repealable  by  law  ;  and  wedded  as  I  am  to  no  theory,  but 
looking  solely  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  good,  I  shall 
be  amongst  the  very  first  to  urge  its  repeal,  if  it  be  found 
not  to  subserve  the  purposes  and  objects  for  which  it  may 
be  created.  Nor  will  the  plan  be  submitted  in  any  over- 
weening confidence,  in  the  sufficiency  of  my  own  judgment, 
but  with  much  greater  reliance  on  the  wisdom  and  patriot- 
ism of  Congress.  I  cannot  abandon  this  subject  without 
urging  upon  you,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  whatever 
may  be  your  action  on  the  suggestions  which  I  have  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  submit,  to  relievo  the  Chief  Executive  Ma- 
gistrate by  any  and  all  constitutional  means,  from  a  con- 
trolling power  over  the  public  Treasury.  If,  in  the  plan  pro- 
posed, should  you  deem  it  worthy  of  your  consideration, 
that  separation  is  not  as  complete  as  you  may  desire,  you 
will,  doubtless,  ameml  it  in  that  particular.  For  myself,  I 
disclaim  all  desire  to  have  any  control  over  the  public  mo- 
neys, other  than  what  is  indispensably  necessary,  to  execute 
the  laws  which  you  may  pass. 

Debts  of  the  States. 

Nor  can  I  fail  to  advert,  in  this  connexion,  to  the  debts, 
which  many  of  the  States  of  the  Union  have  contracted 
abroad,  and  under  which  they  continue  to  labor.  I'hat  in- 
debtedness amounts  to  a  sum  not  less  than  $20U,000,000, 
and  which  has  been  retributed  to  them,  for  the  most  part,  in 
works  of  internal  improvement,  which  are  destined  to  prove 
of  vast  importance  in  ultimately  advancing  their  prosperity 
and  wealth.  For  the  debts  thus  contracted,  the  States  are 
alone  responsible.  I  can  do  no  more  than  express  the  belief 
that  each  State  will  feel  itself  bound  by  every  consideration 
,of  honor,  as  well  as  of  interest,  to  meet  its  engagements  with 
punctuality.  The  failure,  however,  of  any  one  State  to  do 
so,  should  in  no  degree  affect  the  credit  of  the  rest ;  and  the 
foreign  capitalist  will  have  no  just  cause  to  experience  alarm 
as  to  all  other  State  stocks,  because  any  one  or  more  of  the 
States  may  neglect  to  provide  with  punctuality  the  means 
of  redeeming  their  engagements.  Even  such  States,  should 
there  be  any,  considering  the  great  rapidity  with  which  their 
resources  are  developing  themselves,  vs'ill  not  fail  to  have  the 
means,  at  no  very  distant  day,  to  redeem  their  obligations 
to  the  uttermost  farthing;  nor  will  I  doubt  but  that  in  view 
of  that  honorable  conduct  which  has  evermore  governed  the 
States,  and  the  People  of  this  Union,  they  will  each  and  all 
resort  to  every  legitimate  expedient,  before  they  will  forego 
a  faithful  compliance  with  their  obligations. 

Fortifications. 
From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  other  re- 
ports accompanying  it,  you  will  be  informed  of  the  progress 
which  has  been  made  in  the  fortifications  designed  for  the 
protection  of  our  principal  cities,  roadsteads,  and  inland 
frontier,  during  the  present  year ;  together  with  their  true 
state  and  condition.  They  will  be  prosecuted  to  completion 
with  all  the  expedition  which  the  means  placed  by  Congress 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  will  allow. 

Military  Posts. 

I  recommend  particularly  to  your  consideration,  that  por- 
tion of  the  Secretary's  report  which  proposes  the  establish- 
ment of  a  chain  of  military  posts,  from  Council  Bluff's  to 
some  point  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  within  our  limits.  The 
benefit  thereby  destined  to  accrue  to  our  citizens  engaged  in 
the  fur  trade,  over  that  wilderness  region,  added  to  the  im- 
portance of  cultivating  friendly  relations  with  savage  tribes 
inhabiting  it,  and  at  the  same  time  of  giving  protection  to 
our  frontier  settlements,  and  of  establishing  the  means  of  safe 
intercourse  between  the  American  settlements  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Columbia  river,  and  those  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  would  seem  to  suggest  the  importance  of  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  recommendations  upon  this  head  with  as 
little  delay  as  may  be  practicable. 

The  Navy, 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  will  place  you 
in  possession  of  the  present  condition  of  that  important  arm 


of  the  national  defence.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  add 
to  its  efficiency,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  you, 
liberal  appropriations  to  that  branch  of  the  public  service. — 
Inducements  of  the  weightiest  character  exist  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  course  of  policy.  Our  extended  and  otherwise 
exposed  maritime  frontier,  calls  for  protection,  to  the  furnish- 
ing of  which  an  efficient  naval  force  is  indispensable.  We 
look  to  no  foreign  conquests,  nor  do  we  propose  to  enter  into 
competition  with  any  other  nation  for  supremacy  on  the 
ocean — but  it  is  due  not  only  to  the  honor,  but  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  People  of  the  United  States,  that  no  nation 
should  be  permitted  to  invade  our  waters  at  pleasure,  and 
subject  our  towns  and  villages  to  conflagration  or  pillage. — 
Economy  in  all  branches  of  the  public  service,  is  due  from 
all  the  public  agents  to  the  people — but  parsimony  alone 
would  suggest  the  withholding  of  the  necessary  means,  for 
the  protection  of  our  domestic  firesides  from  invasion,  and 
our  national  honor  from  disgrace.  I  would  most  earnestly 
recommend  to  Congress,  to  abstain  from  all  appropriations, 
for  objects  not  absolutely  necessary  ;  but  I  take  upon  myself, 
without  a  moment  of  hesitancy,  all  the  responsibility  of  re- 
commending the  increase  and  prompt  equipment  of  that  gal- 
lant Navy,  which  has  lighted  up  every  sea  with  its  victories, 
and  spread  an  imperishable  glory  over  the  country. 

Jfost-Office  Department. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  will  claim  your  par- 
ticular attention,  not  only  because  of  the  valuable  suggestions 
which  it  contains,  but  because  of  the  great  importance  which, 
at  all  times,  attaches  to  that  interesting  branch  of  the  public 
service.  The  increased  expense  of  transporting  the  mail 
along  the  principal  routes,  necessarily  claims  the  public  at- 
tention, and  has  awakened  a  corresponding  solicitude  on  the 
part  of  the  government.  The  transmission  of  the  mail  must 
keep  pace  with  those  facilities  of  inter-communication  which 
are  every  day  becoming  greater  through  the  building  of  rail- 
roads, and  the  application  of  steam  power — but  it  cannot  be 
disguised  that,  in  order  to  do  so,  the  Post-Office  Department 
is  subjected  to  heavy  exactions.  The  lines  of  communica- 
tion between  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  are,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, occupied  by  railroads,  which,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
possess  a  complete  monopoly,  and  the  Department  is  there- 
fore liable  to  heavy  and  unreasonable  charges.  This  evil  is 
destined  to  great  increase  in  future,  and  some  timely  mea- 
sure may  become  necessary  to  guard  against  it. 

Power  of  removing  incumbents  from  office. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  under  your  consideration  a 
practice  which  has  grown  up  in  the  administration  of  the 
government,  and  which,  I  am  deeply  convinced,  ought  to  be 
corrected.  I  allude  to  the  exercise  of  the  power,  which  usage, 
rather  than  reason,  has  vested  in  the  Presidents,  of  removing 
incumbents  from  office,  in  order  to  substitute  others  more  in 
favor  with  the  dominant  party.  My  own  conduct,  in  this 
respect,  has  been  governed  by  a  conscientious  purpose  to 
exercise  the  removing  power,  only  in  cases  of  unfaithful- 
ness or  inability,  or  in  those  in  which  its  exercise  appeared 
necessary,  in  order  to  discountenance  and  suppress  that  spi- 
rit of  active  partisanship  on  the  part  of  holders  of  office, 
which  not  only  withdraws  them  from  the  steady  and  impar- 
tial discharge  of  their  official  duties,  but  exerts  an  undue  and 
injurious  influence  over  elections,  and  degrades  the  charac- 
ter of  the  government  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  as  being  a  party,  through  his  agents,  in 
the  secret  plots  or  open  workings  of  political  parties. 

In  respect  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  nothing  should 
be  left  to  discretion,  which  may  safely  be  regulated  by  law  ; 
and  it  is  of  high  importance  to  restrain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  stimulus  of  personal  interests  in  public  elections.  Con- 
sidering the  great  increase  which  has  been  made  in  public 
offices,  in  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  probability 
of  farther  increase,  we  incur  the  hazard  of  witnessing  vio- 
lent political  contests,  directed  too  often  to  the' single  object 
of  retaining  office,  by  those  who  are  in,  or  obtaining  it,  by 
those  who  are  out.  Under  the  influence  of  these  convictions, 
I  shall  cordially  concur  in  any  constitutional  measures  for 
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regulating,  and  by  regulating,  restraining,  the  power  of  re- 
moval. 

Smithsonian  Legacy. 

I  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  making, 
without  further  delay,  some  specific  application  of  the  funds 
derived  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  England,  for  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge ;  and  which  have  heretofore,  been 
vested  in  public  stocks,  until  such  time  as  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  give  them  a  specific  direction.  Nor  will  you, 
I  feel  confident,  permit  any  abatement  of  the  principal  of  the 
legacy  to  be  made,  should  it  turn  out  that  the  stocks,  in 
which  the  investments  have  been  made,  have  undergone  a 
depreciation. 

District  of  Columbia, 

In  conclusion,  I  commend  to  your  care  the  interests  of  this 
District,  for  which  you  are  the  exclusive  legislators.  Con- 
sidering that  this  city  is  the  residence  of  the  government,  and 
for  a  large  part  of  the  year,  of  Congress,  and,  considering 
also,  the  great  cost  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  propriety 
of  affording  them  at  all  times  careful  protection,  it  seems  not 
unreasonable  that  Congress  should  contribute  towards  the 
expense  of  an  efficient  police.  JOHN  TYLER. 

Washixgtox,  December  7,  1841. 


Colored  Scttlenieut  in  Ohio* 

We  find  in  the  Xenia  (0.)  Free  Press,  an  interesting  ac- 
count of  a  colony  of  colored  persons  in  Mercer  county,  Ohio, 
the  existence  of  which  we  were  not  before  aware  of,  and  re- 
specting which  we  suppose  but  little  is  known  out  of  its  im- 
mediate vicinity. 

The  founder  of  the  colony  is  Mr.  Augustus  Wattles,  an 
eastern  gentleman  of  liberal  education,  who  five  years  ago 
made  a  purchase  of  land  in  Mercer  county  for  himself  and 
a  few  colored  men  who  were  befriended  by  hira.  His  ex- 
ample and  exertions  in  their  behalf  induced  others  of  that 
class  to  purchase  in  the  same  neighborhood,  which  settle- 
ments have  been  gradually  extending,  until  there  are  now 
24,000  acres  of  as  good  land  as  any  in  the  county  owned 
by  the  colony,  and  new  accessions  are  constantly  taking 
place. 

Among  the  settlers  arc  some  of  the  most  wealthy  and  re- 
spectable colored  persons  from  our  populous  cities,  who  live 
in  truly  independent  style  ;  others  are  manumitted  and  self- 
ransomed  slaves  who  have  purchased  their  freedom,  who 
generally  own  small  farms  of  forty  or  eighty  acres,  on  which 
they  live  in  comfortable  houses. 

The  general  character  of  the  colonists  thus  associated,  for 
honesty  and  industry,  is  favorably  spoken  of,  and  the  truly 
creditable  fact  that  ardent  spirits  are  prohibited  among  them, 
speaks  well  for  their  habits  of  sobriety.  Most  of  them  are 
likewise  professors  of  religion.  The  improvements  which 
have  been  made  in  the  settlement,  during  the  short  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  its  establishment,  are  spoken  of  as 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  those  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
adjacent  country,  and  their  fine  breeds  of  cattle,  excellent 
fences,  and  good  dwellings,  excite  the  surprise  and  admira- 
tion of  travellers. 

A  good  school  has  been  in  operation  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  settlement,  and  Mr.  Wattles  has  likewise  es- 
tablished a  higher  institution — or  college,  as  it  is  termed — 
large  enough  for  the  accommodation  of  one  hundred  scholars, 
at  which  colored  youths  have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring 
a  good  education,  paying  their  board  by  their  own  labor. — 
Ttiere  is  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  attached 
to  the  school,  in  a  forward  state  of  improvement.  Some 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  mulberry  trees 
for  the  purpose  of  making  silk. 

The  letter  from  which  we  gather  the  above  facts,  also 
mentions  that  Mr.  Charles  Moore,  a  colored  man,  has  latelv 
laid  out  a  town  which  he  calls  Carthagcna.  It  is  situated 
on  the  head  waters  of  the  Beaver,  about  three  miles  south 
of  the  Grand  Reservoir,  and  seven  from  the  county  seat  of 
Mercer  county.  The  country  so  far  is  as  healthy  as  any 
part  of  the  State.  Colored  mechanics,  masons,  carpenters, 
&c.,  are  at  work  erecting  buildings  both  in  that  town  and  at 
the  county  seat. — Buffalo  Journal. 


Suspended  Banking  Associations, 

CoMPTROLLEu's  OfFICK,' 

Banking  Department,  od  Dec.  1841. 

T.  Weed,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir— I  send  you  below  a  statement  of  the  circulation 
and  securities  of  the  several  Free  Banking  Associations,  un- 
derstood to  be  suspended  or  no  longer  redeemed  at  their 
Agency  Offices. 

JOHN  A.  COLLIER. 

Stateii  Island  Bank — Circulation $    9,702 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages)  ...  .§1 1,090 

Indiana  .5's 15,000 

James  Bank — Circulation 32,.350 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages)  ....  26,934 
Michigan  6  per  cents 18,000 

Bank  of  Olean — Secured  by  pledge  of 

stock  and  real  estate  circulation 50,lo4 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages)  ....      6,231 

Secondly — pledge  of  public  stock,  circ'n 3,224 

Securities,  (New  York  5  per  cents)  . .     3,000 

Indiana  fives 1 ,000 

Illinois  sixes 12,000 

New  Y^ork  fives 20,000 

Wushington  Bank,  JV.  T. — Circulation 19,235 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages)  ....    10,000 
New  Y'ork  five  per  cents. . . .   10,000 

Allegheny  County  Bank — Stock  and  real 

estate  account — Circulation 32,422 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages)  ....   16,500 

Indiana  five  per  cents 1 5,000 

New  York  five  per  cents. .     9,000 

Stock  Account — Circulation 3,300 

Securities  (Indiana  five  per  cents). . . .     5,000 

St.  Larvrence  Bank — Stock  and  real  es- 
tate— Circulation. 77  379 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages). . . .    43,175  50 

Arkansas  six  per  cents 34,000 

Illinois  six  per  cents 22,000 

Stock  Account — Circulation 32  156 

Securities  (Arkansas  six  per  cents) . . .   28,000 

Bank  of  Waterto~Mn — Circulation 62,900 

Securities  (bonds  and  mortgages) 36,192  47 

Arkansas  six  per  cents 45,000 

Illinois  six  per  cents 1,000 


A  Strong  Team* 

The  locomotive  Orange,  left  the  depot  in  this  village  on 
Tuesday  night,  with  the  Eleazer  Lord,  eight  freight  and  two 
passenger  cars.  The  whole  train  was  fastened  together  with 
a  brakeman  at  each  car,  and  made  a  beautiful  appearance. 
The  Orange  is  a  powerful  engine,  and  it  was  believed,  would 
be  able,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Eleazer  Lord,  to  ascend 
the  steepest  grade  with  the  immense  freight  without  diffi- 
culty. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  been  furnished  with 
the  items  of  freight  sent  down  on  Tuesday,  as  follows — 

lbs. 

Butter 58,410 

Pork 30,312 

Poultry 5,359 

Beef. 954 

Nuts 1,015 

Live  Stock 900 

Sundries 1 ,500 

Total 'J8,481 

The  above  is  the  greatest  freight  that  has  yet  been  for- 
warded from  Goshen  in  a  single  day. — Goshen  Democrat, 
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Account  of  Cold  AViiiters. 

For  Hazard's  Commercial  and  Statistical  Register. 
Mr,  Editor: 

A  few  years  since,  I  published  in  the  United  States  Ga- 
zette, an  account  of  the  coldest  winters  of  which  we  have  any 
record,  either  in  manuscript  or  print,  and  which  I  acquired 
after  the  most  diligent  research  of  many  months,  having  had 
recourse  to  libraries  and  records  both  ancient  and  modern, 
public  and  private.  The  publication  excited  a  great  deal  of 
interest  at  the  time.  All  the  extra  papers  were  purchased 
immediately,  and  hundreds  more  would  have  found  a  ready 
sale.  Since  the  publication  here  referred  to,  I  have  been  re- 
peatedly solicited  to  re-publish  the  same;  as  many  persons 
are  desirous  of  preserving  and  handing  it  down  to  their 
children,  and  children's  children,  that  they  may  know  what 
kind  of  weather  there  has  been,  in  gone-by  years  and  centu- 
ries ;  and  as  I  know  of  no  periodical  so  well  calculated  to 
preserve  statistical  information  as  your  United  States  Com- 
mercial and  Statistical  Register,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
you  the  following  for  insertion  therein. 

N.  B.  Since  the  publication  in  the  United  States  Gazette, 
I  have  met  with  several  additional  items,  which  I  have  inclu- 
ded in  the  following. 

Yours,  respectfully,  C.  P. 

Philadelphia,  December,  18 il. 

In  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  this  latitude,  we 
scarcely  know  what  intensely  cold  weather  is,  for  any  length 
of  time.  In  some  parts  of  tliis  planet,  however,  it  has  been 
so  cold  that  the  number  of  degrees  could  not  be  ascertained, 
as  mercury  freezes  at  40  below  0,  or  zero,  and  spirits  of  wine 
had  not  been  introduced  as  a  substitute. 

In  the  Christian  era,  301,  the  cold  was  so  intense  that 
the  Black  Sea  was  entirely  frozen  over. 

In  401,  the  Ponlus  Sea  was  entirely  frozen  over,  and  the 
sea  between  Constantinople  and  Scutari,  in  Turkey. 

In  462,  the  Danube  was  completely  frozen  over,  so  that  a 
whole  army  crossed  over  upon  the  ice.  In  762,  the  Dardan- 
elles and  Black  Sea  were  again  frozen  over,  and  the  snow 
drifted  to  the  depth  of  fifty  feet ! 

In  859,  carriages  passed  on  the  Adriatic  Sea;  and  in  860, 
the  cold  was  so  intense  that  cattle  froze  to  death  in  their 
stalls. 

In  860,  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  between  Asia,  Africa  and 
Europe,  was  so  thickly  frozen  that  it  was  passable  with  car- 
riages and  vehicles  to  transport  merchandise.  It  was  frozen 
in  like  manner  in  1234. 

In  1067,  the  cold  was  so  intense  in  Germany  that  many 
travellers  perished  on  the  road. 

In  1133,  the  cold  was  so  great  in  Italy  that  the  Po  was 
frozen  from  Cremona  to  the  sea ;  the  wine  burst  the  casks, 
and  the  trees  split  with  an  immense  noise. 

In  1216,  the  river  Po  again  froze  to  the  depth  of  sixteen 
feet,  and  the  wine  casks  burst. 

In  1234,  a  pine  forest  was  killed  by  the  cold  in  Italy. 

In  1282,  the  houses  in  Austria  were  buried  in  snow,  and 
vast  numbers  of  persons  perished. 

In  1292,  the  Rhine  was  frozen,  and  snow  fell  to  a  fright- 
ful depth. 

In  1294,  the  sea  between  Norway  and  Denmark  was  fro- 
zen so  thick  as  to  be  travelled  upon  to  Jutland. 

In  1323,  the  Baltic  was  frozen  so  as  to  be  passable  with 
horses,  &c.,  for  six  weeks.  It  was  again  frozen  in  1549, 
1402  and  1408. 

In  1423,  '26  and  '59,  the  ice  bore  riding  upon  from  Lu- 
bec  to  Prussia. 

In  1341,  all  the  rivers  in  Italy  were  again  frozen. 

In  1384,  the  Rhine  and  Scheldt,  and  even  the  Sea  of 
Venice  were  frozen. 


In  1620,  the  sea  between  Constantinople  and  Iskodar  was 
passable  on  the  ice. 

In  1670,  the  cold  was  so  intense  in  England,  France  and 
Denmark  that  the  Little  and  Great  Belt  were  frozen,  and 
many  persons  perished. 

In  1681,  the  cold  was  so  great  in  England  and  Russia  as 
to  split  and  destroy  whole  forests  of  oak  trees. 

In  1692,  the  cold  was  so  intense  in  Vienna  that  the  half- 
starved  wolves  left  their  lurking  places  and  came  into  the 
city,  and  attacked  men,  women  and  cattle. 

In  1776,  the  Danube  was  frozen  five  feet  thick  below 
Vienna, 

In  England,  the  Thames  was  frozen  below  Gravesend  in 
1683, 1709,  '16,  '39,  '42,  '54,  '60,  '63,  '84  and  '89,  when  it 
was  crossed  opposite  the  Custom  House;  and  the  intense 
cold  extended  through  Europe. 

Cold  Wintevs  in  the  United  States* 

On  the  lUh  of  December,  1681,  the  Delaware  froze  en- 
tirely over  in  one  night,  and  the  winter  was  very  severe. 

In  1697,  loaded  sleds  passed  on  the  Delaware  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Chester. 

Also,  the  same  winter,  sleighs  and  sleds  passed  from  Bos- 
ton to  Nantasket. 

In  December,  1704,  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  three  feet; 
the  Delaware  closed,  and  the  whole  winter  was  intensely 
cold. 

In  1717,  there  was  the  greatest  snow  storm  ever  experi- 
enced since  the  settlement  of  this  countr}'.  The  quantity 
or  depth  our  pilgrim  fathers  did  not  mention  in  their  record. 
We  suppose  they  were  not  so  particular  in  those  days  as  we 
are  now ! 

In  March,  1725,  snow  fell  in  one  night  to  the  depth  of 
two  feet. 

In  the  winter  of  1728,  the  Delaware  was  closed  by  thick 
ice  for  three  months. 

The  winter  of  \l'u  was  intensely  cold.  Many  persons 
froze  to  death. 

The  winter  of  1740,  the  Delaware  was  closed  by  ice  till 
the  14th  of  March. 

The  winter  of  1741  was  intensely  cold.  Many  cattle 
and  deer  were  found  frozen  to  death.  Bread  stuff  and  pro- 
visions were  so  scarce,  that  many  persons  in  this  State  sub- 
sisted on  the  deer  found  dead.  As  late  in  the  spring  as  the 
19th  of  April,  the  snow  was  three  feet  deep. 

In  1742,  a  gentleman  drove  a  horse  and  sleigh  on  the  ice 
from  near  Hell-gate,  (New  York)  through  the  Sound  to 
Cape  Cod;  and  on  the  4th  of  February,  1780,  cannon  were 
taken  on  the  ice  from  New  York  city  down  to  Staten  Island. 

The  winter  of  1750  was  open,  but  the  spring  months 
were  very  cold;  as  late  as  the  30th  of  May  there  was  con- 
siderable snow  in  the  country. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1764,  the  Delaware  was  frozen 
from  shore  to  shore  in  one  night,  and  the  winter  was  severe- 
ly cold.  The  snow  fell  on  the  28th  of  March,  to  the  depth 
of  two  feet  and  a  half. 

The  winter  of  1771-72  was  intensely  cold.  The  Dela- 
ware was  closed  three  months,  and  as  late  in  the  spring  as  the 
2d  of  April,  a  great  quantity  of  snow  was  upon  the  ground. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1773,  the  mercury  was  9  degrees 
below  0.  There  was  much  snow  and  cold  weather  until  the 
10th  of  March. 

1780 — a  memorable  cold  winter.  The  ice  in  the  Dela- 
ware three  feet  thick,  and  continued  fiist  three  months  and  a 
half.     Squirrels  and  partridges  were  found  frozen  to  death. 

The  winter  of  1779-80  was  the  most  severe  ever  known 
in  America.  Long  Island  Sound  was  frozen  over  and  the 
Chesapeake  was  passed  with  loaded  sleds  and  sleighs  at  An- 
napolis.    The  ice  in  the  Delaware  was  three  feet  thick. 

The  winters  of  1783,  '84  and  '85  were  also  severely  cold. 

December  26,  1788,  the  Delaware  was  completely  closed 
by  ice,  and  so  continued  until  the  18th  of  March. 

The  winter  and  spring  of  1789,  were  severely  cold.  Fires 
were  necessary  until  the  1st  of  June,  after  which  the  wea- 
ther became  intensely  warm,  and  continued  so  into  autumn. 
On  several  mornings  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  the 
mercury  rose  to  96,  in  the  shade,  by  10  o'clock,  and  the 
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ifieat  became  so  putrid  in  the  market,  that  the  Mayor  ordered 
it  to  be  thrown  into  the  Delaware.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  sickness,  particularly  among  chiitlrcn  ;  sixlcci^were  buried 
on  the  first  Sabbath  in  July,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  daily 
for  some  time. 

The  winter  of  1790  was  uncommonly  mild.  It  was  so 
warm  on  the  2d  of  January,  that  boys  went  into  the  Dela- 
ware to  bathe. 

The  winter  of  1793  was  very  mild,  and  the  subsequent 
part  of  the  year  was  very  sickly.  Tiie  yellow  fever  prevail- 
ed to  an  awful  degree  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October. 

The  winter  of  179"  was  intensely  cold.  The  mercury  fre- 
quently sunk  from  10  to  13  degrees  below  0.  A  gill  of  brandy 
Vi'as  put  into  a  saucer,  and  placed  in  an  open  lot  nortli  of  the 
city,  on  the  9th  of  January,  and  a  ring  of  ice  formed  round 
the  edge  an  inch  broad.  A  gill  of  water  placed  near,  froze 
solid  in  ten  minutes. 

The  winter  of  1799  was  long  and  severe.  On  the  11th 
of  March,  there  was  a  deep  snow,  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  a 
severe  frost. 

The  winter  of  1800  was  very  cold,  from  tlie  6th  of  Janua- 
ry to  the  8th  of  March,  snow  two  feet  deep  on  a  level. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  1800,  there  was  a  great  snow 
storm  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  the  weather  was 
intensely  cold  all  over  the  United  States,  as  were  the  winters 
ofl808,'12,'lS,'21,'27,'31,'32,'34and'o5,  although  some 
mild  weather  was  experienced  during  each  of  the  winters. 

The  winter  of  1503  was  severe.  The  spring  was  cold 
and  very  backward. 

In  1805,  December  28  and  29,  there  was  an  awful  storm, 
with  the  wind  blowing  a  hurricane,  by  which  several  ves- 
sels were  sunk  at  the  wharves,  and  great  damage  done. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1806,  there  was  good  sleighing 
and  the  winter  was  long  and  severe.  Fires  were  continued 
in  parlors  until  the  1 3th  of  June. 

The  winter  of  1809  was  mild,  until  the  first  week  in 
February,  when  the  cold  balanced  accounts  with  ten  per 
cent,  interest.  The  Delaware  closed  with  thick  ice  for 
several  miles  down.  On  the  27th  of  February,  the  mer- 
chants employed  a  great  number  of  men  to  cut  the  ice  from 
Pine  street  to  Gloucester  Point.  On  the  14th  of  March, 
snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  inches.  There  were 
severe  frosts  as  late  in  the  season  as  the  30th  of  May.  On 
the  23d  of  November,  enow  fell  to  the  depth  of  twelve  inch- 
es, and  there  was  good  sleighing  to  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  Schuylkill  river  froze  over  on  the  25th  of  November. 
From  the  first  week  in  December  to  the  20th  of  January, 
the  weather  was  mild,  after  which  the  weather  became  very 
cold. 

December  18,  1810 — the  Delaware  closed  for  a  few  da3's, 
after  which  it  continued  open  till  the  29th  of  January, 
when  it  again  closed,  and  continued  so  until  the  first  of 
March.  A  great  deal  of  snow  fell  in  February,  and  there 
was  a  distressing  time  for  fuel.  Fruit  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  ISIO,  was  very  abundant.  Peaches  and  apples 
sold  for  tvi'clve  and  a  half  cents  a  bushel. 

The  winters  of  1811,  '12,  '13  and  '14,  were  comparative- 
ly mild. 

The  winter  of  1815  was  very  cold,  and  fuel  scarce.  Oak 
wood  sold  from  twelve  to  fourteen  dollars  a  cord. 

The  winter  of  1816  was  mild,  but  there  was  frost  every 
month  in  the  year. 

The  winter  of  1817  was  moderate,  until  the  middle  of 
January,  when  the  Delaware  closed,  and  so  continued  until 
the  9th  of  March. 

The  winters  of  1818,  '19,  and  20,  were  tolerably  mild. 

The  winter  of  1821  was  excessively  cold.  The  mercury 
several  times  fell  from  2  to  10  below  0.  On  the  24th  of 
January,  three  cows  froze  to  death  near  the  city.  Snow 
very  deep. 

.Fan.,  1821 — the  coldest  winter  for  many  years, the  mer- 
cury sunk  to  17  below  0  in  Boston,  and  in  Newburyport, 
to  18.  In  Salem,  (Mass.)  to  20.  In  Lowell,  to  29.  In 
Greensfield,  to  36.  In  Concord,  to  37.  In  Portsmouth, 
V  N.  H.)  to  19.     In  Dover,  (N.  H.)  to  28.     In  Exeter,  to 
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32.  In  Portland,  (r^Iaine,")  18  bebw.  In  Gardner,  (Mc.)" 
to  33.  In  Saco,  (Me.)  to  23,  In  Bangor,  to  34.  At  Bruns- 
wick, (Me.)  to  59  below  0.  In  Newmarket,  (N,  H.)  the 
mercury  stiffened  in  the  bulb  at  39  below  0. 

While  the  weather  was  so  cold  at  the  North-East,  in  1821 , 
the  mercury  did  not  sink  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity, 
lower  than  10  below  0, 

The  winters  from  1822  to  1831,  were  rather  mild  than 
otherwise,  although  there  were  some  pinching  days  in  each. 

The  winters  of  1831-2,  and  1834-5,  were  intensely  cold 
most  of  the  time.  The  Delaw-are  closed  and  opened  twice 
in  each  winter,  from  the  1  st  of  December  to  the  1st  of  March. 
Mercury  5  below  0  several  times,  and  once  7  below. 

January  183!.-  One  of  the  deepest  snows  for  thirty  years. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1831 ,  there  was  one  of  the  deep- 
est snows  then  recollected  by  our  oldest  citizens.  The  drifts 
on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  were  so  deep  as  to  require 
the  market-wagons  to  be  dug  out;  mails  and  stages  were 
prevented  from  arriving  or  departing  for  several  days  ;  and 
the  milk  carts  were  prevented  in  like  manner  from  coming 
into  the  city. 

In  1832,  the  mercury  sunk  to  18  degrees  below  zero  in 
Boston,  and  several  degrees  lower  in  places  further  north. 

Quicksilver  will  freeze  and  burst  the  bulb  to  ihe  Ther- 
mometer, at  40  below  0.  Therefore,  in  very  cold  climates, 
they  use  Thermometers  which  are  filled  with  spirits  of  wine. 
Parry  in  his  second  voyage,  to  the  North  Pole,  said  his  alco- 
holic Thermometers  sunk  to  58  below  0. 


Vineyards  in  tlie  West. 

Mr.  John  Davis,  who  resides  in  Indiana,  about  ten  miles 
from  Louisville,  and  four  from  Utica,  has  made  a  most  suc- 
cessful experiment  in  the  cultivation  of  the  grape.  We 
visited  his  vineyard  in  September  last,  when  the  fruit  was 
just  ripe  for  the  press.  It  is  seven  acres  in  extent,  but  there 
was  but  an  acre  and  a  half  in  bearing.  The  vines  were 
planted  in  rows  six  feet  apart,  and  three  feet  apart  in  the 
rows.  Posts,  eight  feet  apart,  are  set  along  the  rows,  with 
pegs  driven  in  them  fourteen  inches  apart.  On  these  pegs, 
rods  or  laths  are  laid  and  tied  ;  and  to  this  cheap  frame  the 
vines  are  trained  to  the  height  of  six  or  seven  feet.  Every 
year  the  old  wood  is  cut  out,  and  but  a  few  branches  suffer- 
ed to  grow  from  each  root;  and  they  receive  little  other  cul- 
ture, except  an  occasional  ploughing,  and  lashing  the  vines 
with  bark  to  the  frame-work.  When  we  saw  this  vineyard, 
the  acre  and  a  half  in  bearing  presented,  in  each  road,  al- 
most solid  walls  of  fruit;  and  we  learn  from  a  communica- 
tion in  the  Advertiser  that  the  produce  was  1,170  gallons  of 
pure  wine.  No  acre  in  Europe  ever  surpassed  this.  The 
fruit  was  very  delicious,  especially  the  Catawba.  Mr.  Davis 
has  tried  the  Cape,  the  Isabella,  and  the  Catawba,  and  he 
gives  the  latter  greatly  the  preference.  It  is  far  the  best  in 
flavor;  and,  being  a  native  grape,  is  perfectly  adapted  to  the 
climate.  The  soil  of  Mr.  Davis's  vineyard  is  of  ordinary 
fertility,  and  hilly.  He  uses  no  manure.  The  vineyard  is 
now  six  years  old.  It  bore  a  heavy  crop  at  five  years.  He 
has  promised  us  a  full  account  of  his  mode  of  cultivation. 

\_LoiiisviUe  Gazette. 


Debt  of  Albanj-. 

The  Chamberlain  of  the  city  of  Albany  states  the  debt  of 
that  city  as  follows — 

"  Whole  city  debt.  May  1,  1841 $395,532  4? 

Deduct  for  basin  improvements.  .$204,771   66 
Do.  for  erection  of  school  houses     20,000  00 

■■ 221,771  66 


Leaving  a  balance  due  from  the  city,  May  1, 

1841,  of. §173,760  77 


To  meet  which,  the  city  is  in  possession  of  assets  which 
are  all  considered  good,  amounting  to  S324,.567  52,  leaving 
a  balance  in  favor  of  the  city  of  ^151,806  65." 


STATEMENT  EXHIBITING  A  COXDEXSED  VIEW 
Of  the  tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States j  on  the  30th  of  September,  1840. 


DISTRICTS. 


Registered 
tonnage. 


Tons  and 
95thg. 


jMaiJie. 
Passamaquoddy . 

Machias 

Frenchmans  Bay 

Penobscot 

Belfast 

Waldoborough . . 

Wiscasset 

Bath 

Portland 

Saco 

Kennebunk  . . . . 

York 

JV'.  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth. . . . . 

Massachusetts. 

Newbury  port . . . 

Ipswich 

Gloucester 

Salem 

Marblehead  .... 

Boston 

Plymouth 

Fall  River 

New  Bedford. . . 

Barnstable 

Edgiirtown 

Nantucket 

Rhode  Island. 

Providence 

Bristol 

Newport 

Connecticut. 
Middletown  . . . . 
New  London. . . 
New  Haven  . . . . 

Fairfield 

Vermont. 

Vermont 

J^Texo  York. 

Champlain 

Sackett's  Harbor. 

Oswego 

Niagara 

Genesee 

Oswegatchie. . . . 
Buffalo  Creek  . . 
Sag  Harbor  . . . . 

New  York 

Cape  Vincent. . . 

New  Jersey, 
Perth  Amboy. . . 
Bridgetown  . . . . 

Camden 

Newark 

Burlington 

Little  Egg  Har.  . 

Great  Egg  Har,  . 

Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia. . . . 

Presqu'  isle 

Pittsburg 

Delaware. 

Wilmington 

New  Castb 

Maryland. 
Baltimore 


Enrolled  and 
licensed  ton- 
nage. 

Tons  and 
95ths. 


3,259  18 

895  29 

2,250  90 

6,124  37 

8,751  68 

13,006  13 

4,792  70 

32,092  07 

36,808  25 

1,291  79 

3,422  08 


17,660  38 
14,591   73 

2,301  82 
22,619  58 

2,918  83 

[49,186  03 

12,479  30 

1,583  75 
45,708  33 

.3,617  91 

5,114  50 
23,730  61 

11,062  46 
8,893  58 
5,529  07 

942  28 

17,809  38 

4,454  19 

428  43 


7,821  71 
203,536  68 


672  29 


774  53 


52,268  46 


044  34 


34,768  01 


8,912  51 

10,951  93 

18,113  40 

31,006  13 

29,466  62 

39,988  78 

8,676  86 

21,343  54 

19,327  OS 

6,066  65 

3,710  85 

1,200  16 

9,709  26 

9,373  34 

3,739  65 
14,770  45 
14,401 

9,.559 
71,057 
15,025 

7,232 
43,381 
52,938 

3,016 

8,185 


5,547  91 

6,996  52 

5,395  11 

13,288  61 

27,012  83 

7,046  60 

15,965  90 

4,342  30 

1,477  39 

3,637  28 

8,346  58 

230  89 

471  24 

999  35 

4,916  00 

12,583  86 

211,281  36 

116  82 


17,171 
14,171 
8,201 
5,912 
3,851 
4,795 
16,364 


Total  ton- 

nage of  each 

district. 

Tons  an 

d 

95ths. 

12,171 

72 

11,847 

27 

20,365 

35 

37,130 

50 

38,218 

35 

52,997 

29 

13,469 

61 

64,035 

61 

56,135 

28 

3,358 

49 

7,132 

93 

1,200 

16 

27,375 

04 

21 
93 

28 
51 
94 
74 
40 


51,675  71 

3,369  05 

12,000  00 

15,466  34 
3,661  02 

41,254  11 


2.3,965  12 

3,739  65 

17,072  32 

37,020  84 

12,478  53 

220,243  34 

27,504  38 

8,815  90 

89,089  36 

56,556  42 

8,130  54 

31,915  70 

16,610  42 
15,890  15 
10,924  18 

14,230  89 

44,822  26 
11,500  79 
16,394  38 

4,342  30 


39 
28 
58 
89 
24 
35 
00 


1,477 
3,637 
8,346 

230 

471 

999 

4,916 

20,405  62 

414,817  44 

116  82 

17,843  50 
14,171  93 
8,201  28 
6,687  09 
3,851  94 
4,795  74 
16,364  40 

103,944  22 

3,369  05 

12,000  00 

16,110  68 
3,661  02 

76,022  12 


DISTRICTS. 


Jlfaryland. 

Oxford 

Vienna 

Snow  Hill 

Annapolis 

St.  Mary's 

D.  of  Columbia. 
Georgetown  .... 
Alexandria 

Virginia. 

Norfolk 

Petersburg  . . . . , 

Richmond 

Yorktown 

East  River 

Tappahannock.. 
Folly  Landing . . 

Yecomico 

Cherry  Stone  . . . 

Wheeling 

JV.  Carolina. 
Wilmington  . . . . 

Newbern 

Washington  . . . . 

Edenton 

Camden 

Beaufort .  — ,.. 
Plymouth ...... 

Ocracoke 

S.  Carolina. 

Charleston 

Georgetown  . . . . 
Beaufort 

Georgia. 

Savannah  

Sunbury  

Brunswick 

Hardwick 

St.  Mary's 

Ohio. 

Cuyahoga 

Sandusky  

Cincinnati 

Miami 

Tennessee. 
Nashville 

Kentucky. 
Louisville 

Missouri. 
St.  Louis 

Michigan. 

Detroit 

Michilimackinac 

.Alabama. 

Mobile ' 

Pearl  River 

Louisiana. 
New  Orleans  . . . 

Teche  

Florida. 
Pensacola 


Registered 
tonnaSe. 


Tons  and 
95ths. 


St.  Augustine. , 
Appalachicola  . 
St.  Marks  .... 
Key  West. . . . 


97  87 
606  52 


2,189  52 
7,691  60 

7,400  02 
1,784  32 
3,515  13 


634  56 
49  13 

■  •  «  I 

122  56 


10,960  41 

2,3&7  84 
2,588  30 

674  03 

117  92 

961  83 

1,503  42 

15,794  49 
1,649  58 


10,521  80 

661  07 

1,489  32 


(Enrolled  and 
licensed  ton- 
nage. 

Tons  and 
9jths. 


13,828  16 

14,927  75 

7,640  73 

4,519  49 

2,691  06 

7,775  11 
6,779  15 

11,679  88 

2,194  17 

3,396  24 

1,512  68 

5,550  11 

3,957  32 

4,653  79 

3,387  82 

1,852  18 

2,460  40 

7,272  48 
1,420  40 
2,813  46 

7,454  03 
1,856  41 
1,355  41 
1,618  23 

13,456  03 

2,766  18 


Total . 


8,696  78 

49,075  74 

929  88 
1,291  67 
1,977  55 


899,764  76 


Total  toA- 

nage  of  each 

district. 

Tons  and 
95ths. 


7,408  53 

833  84 

1,265  03 

9,514  55 

2,643  06 

12,052  27 

2,232  09 

4,733  36 

1,591  86 

11,259  00 

11,432  39 
470  04 

8,546  89 


13,926 

15,534 

7,640 

4,519 

2,691 


08 
32 
73 
49 
06 


68 
11 
88 
92 


9,964  63 
14,470  75 

19,079  90 
3,978  49 
6,911  37 
1,512 
5,550 
4,591 
4,702 
3,387  82 
1,974  74 
2,460  40 

18,232  89 
3,778  29 
5,401  76 

7,728  08 
1,974  38 
2.317  29 
3,121  65 

29,250  52 
4,415  76 


17,930  38 

l,4ff4  91 

2,754  35 

9,514  55 

2,643  06 

12,052  27 

2,232  09 

4,733  36 

1,591  86 

11,259  00 

11,432  39 
470  04 

17,243  72 


77,537  Olj  126,612  75 

I 

1,992  09  2,922  02 

2,762  54|  4,054  26 

1,497  25j  3,474  80 


1,280,999  35  2,180,764  16 


Treasury  Department,  Jiegister's  Office,  June  22,  1841. 


T.  L.  SMITH.  Register. 
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Report  on  the  HanKrupt  Law. 

To  the  Charleston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Chaulkstox,  24th  November,  1841. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  this  Chamber,  held  this  even- 
ing, the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  consider- 
ation of  the  various  provisions  of  the  Bankrupt  Law,  passed 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, with  a  memorial,  which,  on  motion  made  and  second- 
ed, were  adopted  by  the  Chamber,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  memorial  be  forwarded  to 
one  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State,  and  to  the 
Representative  in  Congress  of  this  District ;  and  that  the  re- 
port be  published  in  the  daily  papers. 

It  was  also  Resolved,  That  the  report  and  memorial  be 
printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  for- 
warded to  the  different  Chambers  of  Commerce  throughout 
the  United  States, 

S.  CHAD  WICK,  Vice  President, 

and  President  pro  lem. 
Attest, 

William  B.  Hkhiot,  Secretary. 


The  following  is  the  report  adopted  by  the  Chamber,  with 
its  accompanying  memorial. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of 
the  Act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  establish  a  uni- 
form System  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States," 
approved  the  19th  of  August,  1841,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following 

REPORT. 

Your  committee  have  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  the  most  profound  respect  for  those  honorable  feel- 
ings of  sympathy  for  a  large  and  unfortunate  class  of  the 
community,  by  which  the  great  mass  of  those  who  desire  a 
Bankrupt  Law,  have  doubtless  been  influenced.  They  be- 
lieve it  would  be  a  great  national  blessing;  if  the  immense 
number  of  insolvent  debtors  who  fell  victims  to  the  financial 
and  commercial  reverses  of  the  last  four  years,  could  be  sud- 
denly and  simultaneously  restored,  as  projected  by  the  law, 
to  their  former  condition  of  effective  co-laborers  in  the  great 
work  of  promoting,  by  commercial  industry,  the  prosperity 
of  our  common  country.  But  notwithstanding  this  strong 
claim  to  their  favorable  consideration,  the  full  force  of  which 
they  do  not  scruple  to  acknowledge,  they  have  been  irresis- 
tibly brought  to  the  conclusion,  that  as  a  means  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  desirable  end,  the  Bankrupt  Bill  is 
fraught  with  evils  of  a  more  dangerous  character,  and  of  far 
greater  magnitude.  If  we  were  to  discard  all  other  consi- 
derations, and  conline  our  views  simply  to  the  expediency  of 
such  a  law  at  the  present  time,  a  review  of  the  condition  of 
the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country,  would  be  sufficient  to 
condemn  it.  The  tremendous  revulsion  that  took  place  in 
the  currency  of  Great  Britain  in  1836,  and  the  reverses  that 
followed  in  this  country,  both  in  the  monetary  and  commer- 
cialjclasses,  among  corporations  and  individuals,  have  con- 
tinued in  successive  shocks  down  to  the  present  time ;  the 
currency  of  Great  Britain  has  been  reduced  in  the  matter  of 
coin  and  bank  notes  alone,  full  40  millions  of  dollars  ;  and 
in  this  country,  we  find  by  the  report  of  the  Treasury  de- 
partment, that  the  loans,  circulation  and  deposits,  of  the 
banks,  have  diminished  162  millions  of  dollars.  Cotton,  our 
most  available  means,  indeed  we  may  say,  almost  the  exclu- 
sive medium  of  paying  our  foreign  debt,  has  been  reduced 
in  value  nearly  50  per  cent.  ;  property  of  every  description 
has  been  depreciated  in  almost  an  equal  ratio,  and  securities 
that  were  favorably  supposed  to  be  of  the  most  solid  charac- 
ter, and  known  from  the  experience  of  years  to  be  of  the 
most  ready  convertibility,  have  either  lost  their  entire  value, 
or  become  wholly  inconvertible.    In  this  state  of  unparallel- 


ed depression,  the  least  propitious  for  enforcing  the  collec- 
tion of  debts  or  the  sale  of  property,  it  is  proj)osed  under  this 
law,  to  bring  into  immcdi.ile  liquidation  under  the  orders  of 
the  Court,  the  affairs  of  all  the  insolvent  debtors  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  property  may  be,  that  will  thus  be  brought  at  once 
upon  the  market ;  but  when  the  great  number  of  persona 
who  have  been  involved  in  difiiculty  by  the  reverses  of  1837 
and  1839,  is  considered,  we  must  assign  an  immense  sum 
as  the  probable  value  of  their  effects.  If  left  to  the  gradual 
liquidaiion,  and  wise  and  humane  compromises  of  a  people, 
naturally  sagacious  in  discovering  and  availing  themselves 
of  the  readiest  means  of  escaping  from  difficulty — full  of  re- 
sources and  of  indomitable  energy — may  we  not  hope  and 
believe  that  our  present  embarrassments  will  be  got  over 
with  the  least  possible  suffering  to  the  debtors,  and  the  least 
possible  loss  to  their  creditors.  The  immense  sacrifices  that 
would  result  from  the  operation  of  the  law,  none  can  ques- 
tion ;  there  is  an  accumulation  of  insolvency  that  would  be 
brought  to  a  head  in  a  day  ;  the  property  of  the  bankrupts 
would  all  be  thrown  upon  the  market  at  once,  and  many 
who  are  now  solvent  in  view  of  the  estimated  value  of  pro- 
perty and  debts,  would  be  rendered  bankrupts  by  the  ruin- 
ous depreciation  and  loss  that  would  ensue.  For  it  is  not 
the  property  of  declared  insolvents  alone  that  wil!  bebwught 
upon  the  market;  every  judgment  creditor,  many  of  whom, 
under  other  circumstances,  would  have  been  wise  and  for- 
bearing creditors,  will  be  forced  to  bring  the  property  of  his 
debtor  to  the  Sheriff's  hammer  before  the  1st  of  February 
next.  For  in  the  midst  of  such  ruinous  depreciation,  who 
will  know  that  his  debtor  is  solvent  1  And  if  not  solvent, 
what  is  a  judgment  worth  under  this  law  ?  Our  most  able 
lawyers  are  at  variance  on  this  point ;  and  while  some  main- 
tain that  only  dormant  judgments,  and  judgments  without 
execution  against  personal  property,  are  annulled  by  the 
Act,  others  contend  that  all  judgments  are  set  aside,  and 
every  judgment  creditor,  not  proving  before  the  Court,  ex- 
cluded from  even  a  pro  rata  share  in  the  property  upon 
which  he  was  supposed  to  hold  a  lien.  Your  committee  are 
persuaded  that  this  is  not  the  case,  but  that  where  a  judg- 
ment upon  real  estate  exists,  or  a  judgment  and  execution 
upon  personal  property,  that  the  legal  lien  is  preserved  un- 
der the  Act ;  but  it  will  be  manifest  to  all,  that  the  very  un- 
certainty that  prevails  as  to  the  operation  of  the  law  in  this 
respect,  must  lead  to  a  precipitate  sale  of  all  property  now 
under  judgment,  where  the  creditor  is  not  entirely  satisfied, 
that  his  debtor  is  far  beyond  the  contingency  of  bankruptcy. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  scene  of  more  wide-spread  ruin 
and  dismay,  than  this  view  of  the  subject  presents,  and  your 
committee  feel  persuaded  that  these  considerations  alone,  are 
of  themselves  sufficient  to  justify  an  appeal  to  Congress  to 
re-consider  the  Act. 

This  however  is  but  a  single  aspect,  of  the  subject,  and  re- 
lates solely  to  the  expediency  of  the  present  application  of 
the  Act ;  but  there  are  other  reflections  connected  with  the 
subject,  of  more  lasting  importance  than  the  temporary  evil 
of  its  present,  instead  of  its  future  application. 

The  bankrupt  laws  of  other  countries,  are  but  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  immense  power  possessed  and  exercised  in  more 
barbarous  ages,  by  the  creditor  over  the  debtor ;  modified  and 
systematized,  it  is  admitted,  in  a  wise  and  humane  manner 
for  the  debtor,  but  still  preserving  throughout,  the  distinctive 
features  of  a  system  originating  in,  and  intended  to  protect 
and  preserve,  the  right  of  creditors,  and  enforce  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts.  The  Bankrupt  Laws  of  France  place  the 
creditor  under  arrest  within  three  days  after  protest,  and  his 
store  or  counting-house,  all  his  books,  papers  and  effects,  are 
placed  under  seal:  these  are  all  precautions  intended  for  the 
security  of  the  creditor;  to  obtain  his  discharge,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  at  least  three-fourths  of  his  creditors,  in  number 
and  interest,  shall  agree  to  it.  If  it  is  a  case  of  simple  bank- 
ruptcy, caused  by  neglect  or  imprudence,  the  bankrupt  may 
be  punished  by  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
not  e.xcecding  two  years;  but  if  it  is  a  case  of  fraudulent 
bankruptcy,  the  delinquent  is  put  to  hard  labor  for  a  term  of 
years. 

In  England,  the  features  of  the  Bankrupt  Laws  are  equal- 
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ly  indicative  of  their  origin,  ll'  the  bankrupt  does  not  show  { 
himself  from  time  to  time  to  be  examined  on  oath,  or  if  he  j 
embezzle  or  conceal  property  to  the  value  of  jElO,  or  the  ; 
papers  relating  thereto,  he  may  be  convicted  of  felony  and  | 
transported  for  life  ;  four-fifths  in  number  and  value  of  his  , 
creditors  must  agree  to  his  discharge  ;  and  if  he  has  lost  by  | 
gambling  within  twelve  months,  £200,  or  £20  in  any  one  j 
day,  or  lost  £200  by  stock-jobbing,  he  cannot  get  a  dis-  ■ 
charge. 

These  characteristic  features  show  conclusively  the  origin 
and  design  of  the  system;  and  it  is  a  grave  question,  whether 
the  framers  of  the  Con<;titution,  in  view  of  this  system,  and  ; 
sticklers  as  they  were  fur  the  sacroJ  obligation  of  contracts, 
could  ever  have  intended,  under  the  authority  given  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcy,  to 
clothe  them  with  the  power  claimed  in  this  Act — a  power  to 
abrogate  pre-existing  contracts  ;  discharge,  with  or  without 
consideration,  debts  due  and  payable  before  the  Act  ;  and  ■ 
cancel  the  judgments  obtained  before  the  law  existed.     A 
power  so  appalling,  and  levelled  at  a  right  so  sacied.  that  the 
Tery  instrument  under  which  the  power  is  claimed  denied  : 
its  possession  to  the  States  that  framed  it.  j 

It  is  true  that  we  are  not  a  school  of  political  doctors  that  { 
nre  called  upon  to  examine  the   constitutionality  of  laws  | 
passed  by  the  general  Congress,  but    surely  it  cannot  be  j 
matter  of  indifierenco  to  this  or  any  other  hody  of  citizens 
whether  that  sacred  instrument  of  our  liberties  and  charter 
of  our  rights  is  violated  or  not.   If  we  consider  the  lime  and 
circumstances  in  which  this  system  became  a  law,  we  shall 
find  cause  to  doubt  whether  it  was  such   a   system   as  the 
.framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  for  the  country.    They 
were  not  a  Congress  of  bankrupts,  or  the  representatives  of 
bankrupts,  providing  a  means  for  the  debtor  to  escape  from 
his  contracts;  they  were  wise,  calm,  and  patriotic  statesmen,  ; 
who,  in  view  of  the  bankrupt  systems  we  have  revievi'ed  de- 
signed the  adoption  of  a  general  and  fixed  system  under 
which  the  obligation  of  contracts  would  be  fully  recognized 
and  the  rights  of  creditors  protected — a  system  under  which 
the  property  that  rightfully  belonged  to  the  confiding  credi- 
tor would  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  unfortunate,  im- 
prudent, or  dishonest  debtor,  and   restored   to  its  rightful 
owner — a  system  under  which  misfortune,  it  is  true,  would 
be  relieved,  but  under  which  dishonesty  would  meet  with  its  , 
condign  punishment.    Now,  however,  much  may  be  said  in 
praise  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  system,  at  the  tjme  the  : 
right  was  conferred  upon  Congress,  and  before  any  other  ' 
had  grown  up  out  of  the  neglect  of  Congress  to  exercise  the 
right  thus  conferred  upon  them,  a  great  deal  more  may  be 
said  against  it  now  that  half  a  century  has  been  allowed  to 
pass  without  it.*     A  complicated   system  has  grown  up  in 
the  meantime,  composed  in  part  of  comfnon  law  precedents, 
in  part  of  United  States  Laws,  and  in  part  of  the  legislative 
enactments  of  the  States.     Protracted  suits,  adjourned  from 
ye&r  to  year,  through  the  devices  of  the  law,  and  carried  by 
appeal  from  court  to  court,  attended  with  delay,  disappoint- 
ment, vexation,  and  expense  to  the  honest  and  ill-used  cre- 
ditor, will  result  in  a  tardy  judgment  just  in  time  to  be  swept 
into  nothiiigness  by  the  Bankrupt  Law.     This  will  be  one 
among  the  many  eviis  it  will  herald  forth  to  the  country  ; 
but  we  will  no  longer  multiply  evidences  of  its  inexpediency. 
We  express  the  convictioii  that  the  Act  was  passed  under 
circumstances  that  go  far  to  show  that  it  is  not  the  system 
that  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution;  its 
adoption  was  preceded  by  two  great  conmiercial  revulsions 
that  involved  hundreds  of  thousands  in  bankruptcy  ;  mer- 
chants, bankers,  brokers,  stock-jobbers  and  land  sjjeculators 
— these,  suffering  the  painful  consequences  of  their  reverses 
.and  impelled  by  the  single  motive  of  freeing  themselves  from 
their  embarrassments,  may  rightfully  be  regarded  as  thc'real 
authors  of  the  act.     Let  us  try  the  truth  of  this  conclusion 
by  the  provisions  of  the  act  itself,  and  a-sk  ourselves  whclhor 
it  is  wise  and  prudent  to  accept  the  legislation  of  men  in 

*  We  take  no  notice  of  the  transitory  existence  of  the 
Bankrupt  1-aw  of  the  year  1800.  Every  argument,  how- 
ever, that  could  be  drawn  from  our  short  experience  then, 
would  go  to  condemn  the  act  under  consideration. 


such  desperate  circumstances  ;  a  legislation  not  the  oflspring 
of  wise  and  cautious  deliberation,  but  of  impetuous  and  anx- 
ious zeal ;  not  intended  to  guard  the  rights  of  property,  to 
vindicate  the  sacred  obligations  of  contracts,  and  punish 
fraud  ;  but  to  open  a  door  of  escape  for  the  unfortunate  from 
the  consequences  of  past  calamities,  and  too  often  of  reck- 
less and  unprincipled  speculations. 

Let  us  look  to  the  act  itself  for  the  truth  of  these  animad- 
versions. If  an  insolvent  debtor  chooses  to  avail  himself  of 
the  benefit  of  the  act  to  obtain  a  discharge  from  his  credi- 
tors, he  may  do  so,  without  reference  to  the  amount  of  his 
debts,  and  upon  his  simple  petition  to  the  court;  but  if  the 
creditor  thinks  it  necessary  to  his  security  to  declare  his 
debtor  a  bankrupt,  he  cannot  do  so  unless  the  sum  due  him 
amount  to  five  hundred  dollars,  or  others  unite  with  him  so 
that  their  joint  claims  shall  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars  ; 
and  unless  his  debtor  owe  other  debts  amounting  in  all  to 
two  thousand  dollars;  and  then  only  in  case  he  depart  the 
State,  and  depart  -i'ith  inteiit  to  defraud  his  creditors  ;  or 
conceal  himself  to  avoid  being  arrested,  or  shaW  frandidently 
cause  himself  to  be  arrested  ;  or  his  goods,  lands,  &c.  to  be 
attached,  distrained,  sequestered,  or  taken  in  execution  ;  or 
shall  remove  or  conceal  his  goods,  &c.,  or  make  a  fraudulent 
conveyance,  assignment,  transfer,  &c.  And  then  after  al! 
the  advantages,  delays,  and  chances  of  the  existing  laws,  and 
all  the  privileges  here  enumerated  superadded  to  the  others, 
he  may  demand  a  trial  by  jury  besides  to  decide  whether  he 
has  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy  or  not !  Thus  far  it  is 
clear  all  the  advantages  of  the  act  are  on  the  side  of  the 
debtor.  It  is  true  that  after  this  all  preferences  are  void  ;  all 
transfers  of  property  m  vie-w  of  bankruptcy,  void  ;  except  to 
a  bona  fide  creditor  without  notice  of  bankruptcy,  and  pro- 
vided that  these  dealings  be  tivo  months  before  bankruptcy. 
Now  is  this  not  a  mockery  !  What  prevents  a  debtor  from 
making  a  preferred  creditor  under  such  ingenious  arrange- 
ments, to  suit  his  convenience  ;  he  must  make  his  election 
two  months  before  bankruptcy  ;  the  favored  creditor  must  be 
a  bona  fide  creditor,  and  must  not  be  told  by  his  debtor  that 
he  settles  with  him  because  he  expects  to  fail.  These  are 
the  terms  of  the  law,  and  it  must  certainly  be  admitted  that 
they  are  easily  complied  with.  A  proper  attention  to  these 
requisites,  and  a  surrender  of  the  remainder  of  his  estate,  will 
entitle  the  bankrupt  to  a  full  discharge,  not  with  the  con- 
currence of  three-fourths  or  four-fifths  of  his  creditors,  as  we 
have  seen  is  the  case  with  other  bankrupt  laws,  but  with  the 
assent  of  a  fraction  more  than  one-fourth  ;  that  is,  unless 
three-fourths  refuse  to  concur;  no,  not  three-fourths  of  all 
the  creditors,  but  three-fourlhs  of  those  who  have  proven 
their  debts.  And  even  then  the  creditor  may  demand  a 
trial  by  jury.  Where  are  the  rights  of  the  creditor  in  all  this.? 
Where  is  his  right  to  demand  that  his  debtor  be  tried  by  a 
jury  ?  The  act  says  that  the  debtor's  certificate  shall  be  a 
full  and  complete  discharge  of  all  debts,  contracts,  and  en- 
gagements, and  a  com|)lete  bar  to  all  suits.  And  what  pun- 
ishment is  provided  in  cases  of  fraud,  for  which  hard  labor 
or  transportation  for  life  have  been  deemed  the  appropriate 
rewards  in  other  countries  ]  These  are  the  humane  provi- 
sions of  the  act ;  in  case  of  fraud,  wilful  concealment  of  pro- 
perty, or  rights  of  property  ;  preferences  contrary  to  the  act ; 
omissions  or  refusals  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  court ; 
not  conforming  to  Uie  act ;  admitting  false  or  fictitious  debts 
against  the  estate;  not  keeping  proper  sets  of  books  ;  apply- 
ing trust  funds  to  the  bankrupt's  own  use  ;  in  all  these  cases 
the  bankrupt  shall  not  ^et  a  discharg-e  ;  this  is  the  punish- 
I  ment.*     Is  this  not  a  mockery  of  justice  ! 

If  there  arc  still  any  lingering  doubts  that  the  advantages 
of  tho  act  are  exclusively  with  the  debtor,  and  the  creditor 
placed  by  it  in  a  worse  position  than  he  occupied  before,  the 
following  considerations,  we  think,  will  dispel  them  alto- 


*  It  is  true  tliat  the  act  provides  that  bankrupts  falsifying 
themselves  before  the  court  shall  be  "  deemed  guilty  of  per- 
jury and  punishable  therefor  in  the  manner  and  to  the  ex- 
tent provided  by  law  for  other  cases;"  but  this  can  hardly 
be  deemed  a  punishment  provided  by  the  act,  even  if  it  were 
probable  that  it  would  ever  overtake  the  fraudulent  bank- 
rupt. 
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gether  ;  that  while  all  debtors,  without  regard  to  occupation, 
mechanics,  farmers,  &,c.  may  take  the  benefit  of  the  act  if 
they  choose,  the  mercantile  classes*  alone  are  liable  to  be 
made  bankrupts  against  their  will,  and  at  the  discretion  of 
their  creditors.  Now  the  mercantile  classes  being  the  chief 
creditors  at  all  times,  their  debtors  may  at  any  time  take  the 
benefit  of  the  act  as  against  the  merchants,  but  the  latter  can 
never  force  them  into  the  Bankrupt  Court  as  long  as  they 
choose  to  hold  out.  Indeed,  the  rights  of  married  women 
being  carefully  preserved  under  the  act,  the  Bankrupt  Court 
will  be  to  many  but  a  convenient  method  of  relieving  them- 
selves from  the  embarrassment  of  debts  incurred  as  is  too 
often  the  case  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the  value  of  pro- 
perty held  in  trust  for  wives  and  children. 

Banks,  and  other  corporations,  are  in  like  manner  ex- 
empted from  the  Act,  and  may,  like  the  farmer,  and  others, 
throw  the  merchant  into  the  Bankrupt  Court,  while  their 
own  affairs  are  in  a  state  of  insolvency  ;  and  that,  too,  after 
aiding  perhaps  to  ruin  the  merchant  by  the  depreciation  of 
an  irredeemable  currency. 

There  are  other  considerations  of  a  more  enlarged  cha- 
racter, to  which  your  committee  have  not  yet  alluded.  Dur- 
ing the  recent  embarrassed  condition  of  the  finances  of  this 
country,  growing  out  of  the  financial  troubles  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  immense  amounts  became  involved  in  sus- 
pended debts  under  contracts  entered  into  at  a  period  when 
a  bankrupt  law  was  not  in  existence,  nor  even  in  contem- 
plation in  the  United  States.    What  justice  is  there  in  now 
passing  new  laws  to  regulate  the  settlement  of  these  con- 
tracts ]     It  is  well  known  that  in  our  rising  and  prosperous 
country,  with  our  active,  thrifty,  and  enterprising  popula- 
tion, credit  is  not  accorded  to  the  possession  of  property 
alone.     The  industrious,  the  prudent,  and  the  enterprising 
obtain  credit,  and  incur  debts,  upon  the  avowed  basis  of  the 
sure  profits  of  industry  alone  without  capital.    To  these  the 
law  opens  a  wide  door  of  escape,  and  offers  a  tempting  bribe 
to  a  treacherous  and  dishonorable  refusal  to  fulfil  the  implied 
contract,  to  earn  by  their  industry,  and  restore  the  borrowed 
capital.     Many  cases  have  occurred  in  which  contracts  of 
this  character  have  been  violated  by  debtors  in  the  most 
flagrant  manner ;  instances  will  readily  occur  to  every  man 
in  trade,  of  those  hopelessly  involved  in  debt,  making  exten- 
sive purchases  of  goods,  and  after  appropriating  their  new 
purchases  to  the  payment  of  old  debts  to  favored  creditors, 
declaring  themselves  to  be  bankrupt.     To  such  delinquents 
as  these,  regardless  of  the  moral  turpitude  involved,  the  law 
offers  a  complete  absolution.    Their  assets  may  not  amount 
to  one  dollar  on  a  hundred  dollars  ;  they  may  have  made  the 
most  unjust  preferences  but  two  months  before  the  act  of 
bankruptcy  ;  the  fiat  of  the  court  discharges  them  from  all 
unsatisfied  contracts,  and  thereby  loosens  the  bonds  of  mu- 
tual confidence  and  of  commercial  credit.    There  is  thus  no 
protection  against  undue  preferences  ;  no  discouragement 
to  reckless  or  unprincipled  speculation  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
a  ready  and  honorable  means  of  escaping  from  their  conse- 
quences.    There  is  no  protection  scarcely  for  the  creditor, 
except  in  cases  of  actual  fraud  ;  these  will  hardly  ever  be  im- 
puted, and  where  they  are  alleged  to  have  existed,  it  will  be 
impossible  in  most  cases  to  prove  them,  as   retailers  and 
others  are  exonerated  by  the  act  from  keeping  regular  sets  of 
books.     It  would  seem  therefore  almost  an  inevitable  con- 
sequence of  the  operation  of  the  act,  to  drive  out  of  business 
all  that  numerous  class  of  industrious,  thrifty,  and  enter- 
prising dealers,  who  with  little  or  no  capital,  are  busily  and 
usefully  engaged  in  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
by  diffusing  over  its  vast  surface  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  civilized  life.     The  capitalist  will  no  longer  be  safe 
in  giving  credit  to  any  but  those  possessed  of  property  or 
other  capital ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  must  lan- 
guish under  a  system  that  seems  so  well  calculated  to  make 
the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer. 

Your  committee,  influenced  by  these  considerations,  are 
fully  persuaded  that  the  act  under  consideration  is  inexpe- 


dient, unequal  in  its  operation,  subversive  of  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  that  it  will  prove  in  its  eflects  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

They  recommended  that  the  following  Memorial  to  Con- 
gress be  adopted  by  the  Chamber, 

G,  A,  TRENHOLM,  Chairman, 


MEMORIAL. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City 
of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
respectfully  represents, 

That  your  Memorialists,  Merchants,  and  others  deeply 
interested  in  the  commercial  prosperity  and  reputation  of 
the  country,  have  vievi-ed  with  alarm  the  passage  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Uniform  System  of  Bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States,"  approved  the  19th  of 
August,  1841.  They  have  carefully  examined  the  provisions 
of  the  said  Act,  and  anxiously  considered  its  probable  effects 
upon  the  prosperity  and  morals  of  the  people,  and  have  ar- 
rived at  a  settled  conviction  that  the  law  is  in  itself  inexpe- 
dient and  unjust;  that  it  will  prove  uneqal  in  its  operation, 
prejudicial  to  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  subversive  of 
the  returning  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  convictions,  a  deep  sense  of 
the  importance  of  which  dictates  this  appeal,  they  earnestly 
pray  that  Congress  will  take  into  immediate  consideration 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  at  once  repealing  the  said 
Act  and  relieve  the  country  from  the  apprehensions  created 
by  its  impending  operation. 


Licad  Mine* 


The  lead  mine  discovered  near  this  place,  is  not  as  some 
suppose,  one  of  the  humbugs  of  the  day.  Several  miners 
have  been  engaged  for  the  last  six  months,  in  driving  gang- 
ways and  making  other  excavations.  During  that  time  they 
have  taken  out  about  one  hundred  tons  of  good  ore.  We 
were  informed  by  one  of  the  miners  that  they  have  now  ex- 
tended the  gangway  almost  two  hundred  feet  in  the  hilt,  and 
that  the  vein  of  ore  presents  a  breast  of  about  five  and  a  half 
feet.  There  are,  in  all,  eight  veins,  imbedded  in  compact 
limestone.  These  veins  are  plainly  visible,  cropping  out,  as 
the  miners  term  it,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  ranging  from  five 
to  twenty  feet  apart.  The  workmen  say  that  two  hands  can 
take  out  about  fifty  tons  of  ore  per  month.  This  ore,  we 
understand,  has  been  analysed  in  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  found  to  yield  from  60  to  80  per  cent.,  depending 
upon  the  quality  of  the  specimens  tested.  We  have  seen 
bullets  cast  from  it,  by  smelting  some  of  the  ore  in  an  iroji 
ladle,  over  a  common  smith's  fire.  Those  interested  in  the 
work,  intend  to  put  up  a  smelting  furnace  early  in  the  spring, 
when  the  whole  matter  will  be  fully  and  fairly  tested. 

[Simburtf  American. 


*  Merchants,  or  using  the  trade  of  merchandise,  retailers 
of  merchandise,  bankers,  factors,  underwriters  and  marine 
insurers. 


Brick  MaUing  in  St.  Louis. 

The  New  Era  says,  the  number  of  bricks  made  in  St. 
Louis  in  1841,  are  estimated  at  30,000,000,  and  that  about 
two  millions  more  will  be  made  at  the  close  of  the  season. — 
The  lowest  price  at  which  sales  have  been  made  is  S5  per 
1000,  and  early  in  the  season  they  brought  $7  to  S8,  and 
$8  50  is  assumed  as  a  fair  price  of  these  in  the  wall,  it  is  es- 
timated in  that  paper,  that  there  has  been  peid  this  season 
for  brick  in  the  wall  §1,275,000. 


TJic  Eric  Canal. 

The  Canal  closed  earlier  this  year  than  usual,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  memoranda. 

In  1824  it  closed  December  4lh;  182.0,  Dec.  5th  ;  1826, 
Dec.  18th;  1827,  Dec.  ISth;  18  28,  Dec.  20th ;  1829,  Dec. 
17th  ;  1830,  Dec.  I7th  ;  1831,  Dec.  1st ;  1832,  Dec.  2lst ; 
1833,  Dec.  I2th  ;  1834,  Dec.  12th  ;  1835,  Nov.  30th ;  1836, 
Nov,  26th  ;  1837,  Dec.  flth;  1838,  Nov.  25lh  ;  1839,  Dec, 
16th;  1840,  about  Dec.  1st ;  1841,  Nov.  2«th. 
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STOCKS  IN  PHILADELPHIA  IN  1841. 


[Dkcembkh, 


Fluctuatioos  of  Stoclts  at  PMladelpIiia  in  1§41,    • 

On  pa^e  79  Vol  IV.,  we  published  a  table  of  the  monthly  prices  at  which  various  stocks  were  sold  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  monthly  average  price  of  Bank  United  States  stock  for  1840— and  on  pages  191  and  192,  the  daily  sales  of  stocks 
in  February  1841  -—also  the  prices  of  Pennsylvania  loans,  1835  to  1840.  We  now  add  a  table  of  the  actual  cash  sales 
of  various  loans,  bank  and  improvement  stocks,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  each  month  of  1841,  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  the  joint  labors  of  two  friends,  and  which  presents  a  most  melancholy  change  for  the  worse,  from  what  at  the  former 
periods  alluded  to  was  deemed  bad  enough.  ^  ,vr       ^-    ,    •      -.o^ia      r-  .  e  ^       v    i    f      i 

On  Vol.  IV.  page  61,  is  a  table  of  the  fluctuations  of  New  lork  in  1840.  Cannot  some  of  our  New  York  friends 
furnish  a  table  similar  to  the  one  now  published  for  1841 1 
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92 
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86 
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92 
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Philadelphia  city  6  per  cents 

do           do   5         "         

Schuylkill  Navigation  Co.  6  per  cents. 

do               do          do  5         " 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Nav.  6  p.  cts.,  1845 
Wilmington   Railroad  6      "       1842 
do                do                       1844 

Bank  Stocks. 

TTnifpd  State'; 
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408 
100 
55 
54 
42 
35 
52 
51 
52 
36 

44 
23 
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36^ 

78 

1  prm. 

Philanplnliin 

T'nrmpi'si  and  IVTpplianif  s 

IVrtrtliprn  Tiiliprfips    - 

Penn  Township 

Girard , 

Improvement  Stocks. 

Phila,,  Wii.  and  Baltimore  Railroad. . 

Phiia.  and  Reading  Railroad 

Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co 

Schuvlkill  Navieation  Co 

Exchanffe  on  New  York 

"Western  Relics* 

At  Atzalan,  the  ancient  city  of  Wisconsin,  we  learn  from 
the  Wisconsin  Inquirer,  that  some  workmen,  engaged  in 
quarrying  limestone,  found,  at  the  depth  of  five  or  six  feet 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  three  or  four  feet  below 
the  upper  stratum  of  rock,  a  human  thigh  bone,  which  was, 
with  the  exception  of  one  end,  completely  embedded  in  the 
solid  limestone  rock,  the  formation  of  the  stone  to  all  ap- 
pearance having  been  around  the  bone. 

This  is  one  more  of  the  numerous  testimonials  that  are 
daily  brought  to  light,  that  go  to  prove  the  former  settlement 
of  the  distant  west.  The  burnt  brick  structure  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Atzalan,  reaching  to  a  very  great  extent,  is  a  most 
interesting  memorial  of  by-gone  times. — Bait.  Clipper. 


SilU  Convention* 

A  convention  of  silk  growers  was  held  at  Northampton, 
Mass.  on  10th  ult.  Letters  were  read  from  the  most  exten- 
sive growers  in  different  sections  of  the  country,  eliciting 
much  valuable  information.  The  convention  passed  a  re- 
solution recommending  the  culture  of  silk  to  the  officers  in 


charge  of  the  State  Prison,  and  the  continuation  of  the 
bounty  by  the  Legislatures.  A  committee  was  also  appoint- 
ed to  call  another  meeting  at  such  place  as  they  thought 
proper,  to  be  called  the  New  England  Silk  Convention. 


A  Curiosity* 

The  greatest  curiosity  in  the  world  is  now  exhibiting  in 
this  town,  in  the  person  of  James  Washburn,  the  wonderful 
Dwarf,  decidedly  the  smallest  man  in  creation  !  He  is  in 
his  17th  year,  weighs  but  23  lbs.  and  is  only  36  inches  in 
height!  He  is  in  good  health,  has  fine  sparkling  eyes,  is  ac- 
tive, intelligent,  in  short  a  perfect  man  in  miniature.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  born  in  Vermont,  and  ceased  growing  at 
an  early  period  without  any  assignable  cause. — Jfass,  Spy, 


TIic  climate  of  Cliarlcston  S.  C 

As  an  instance  of  the  mildness  of  the  climate  of  the  city, 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  country,  where  vegetation  was 
destroyed  by  the  black  frost  of  the  25th  October,  we  men- 
tion that  we  gathered  a  mess  of  green  corn  from  our  garden, 
on  the  6th  December,  and  that  we  now  have  the  sua-flower 
in  bloom,  in  the  open  air. — Charleston  Courier, 
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IWAUGrRAL.    ADDRESS 

Of  Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  on  being  sworn  into  office  as 
Governor  of  Alabama,  delivered  No-v.  22,  1841. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 

House  of  Representatives ! 

With  a  feeling  of  unaffected  gratitude  for  the  confidence 
which  a  majority  of  my  fellow-citizens  have  reposed  in  me, 
by  electing  me  to  the  responsible  office  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  of  the  State,  and  with  a  settled  determina- 
tion to  requite  that  confidence,  as  far  as  I  can,  by  an  assi- 
duous devotion  of  ray  feeble  abilities  to  the  public  service,  I 
present  myself  before  you  to  incur  the  solemn  obligations 
enjoined  by  the  Constitution,  and  to  assume  the  high  and 
responsible  duties  assigned  me. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom,  proper  on  such  occasions,  I 
avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  publicly  to  avow  my 
opinions  on  some  of  the  leading  questions  of  State  and  Fed- 
eral policy  which  have  so  long,  and  are  destined  still  longer, 
to  divide  the  public  mind. 

State  Rights. 

To  the  State  governments  belong  the  preservation  of  much 
of  the  larger  class  of  individual  rights,  immediately  apper- 
taining to  the  security  of  life,  liberty  and  property,  but  the 
extent  to  which  even  these  rights  are  affected,  by  the  consti- 
tutional action  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  still 
greater  extent  to  which  they  are  involved  by  the  unauthoriz- 
ed assumptions  of  Federal  power,  would  seem  to  require 
upon  such  questions,  the  most  open  and  frank  avowal  of 
sentiments,  from  every  important  depository  of  public  trust, 
even  in  the  State  governments.  That  agent  of  State  au- 
thority is  but  little  to  be  trusted,  who  is  willing  to  compro- 
mise the  individual  rights  of  the  citizen,  or  that  aggregation 
of  individual  right  which  attaches  to  the  State  as  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  confederacy,  to  a  theory  of  the  Constitution, 
concedes  to  the  Federal  Government  powers  not  only  un- 
delegated, but  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  instrument,  are 
expressly  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple. I  hold,  that  neither  the  States  in  their  united  capacity, 
nor  does  Congress  possess  any  inherent  power  or  original 
existence  as  a  body  politic.  That  the  Constitution  is  a  com- 
pact between  the  several  States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity 
as  States — that  the  Federal  Government  is  the  creature  of 
that  compact,  possessing  no  other  powers  than  such  as  are 
expressly  conferred,  or  such  as  are  iiecessarij  and  proper,  to 
carry  into  effect  some  previously  granted  power. 

Omnipotence  of  the  Federal  Government, 

Those  who  assert  the  omnipetence  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  to  dispute  the  right  of  the  States,  through 
any  or  all  of  its  functionaries,  to  examine,  discuss,  or  in  any 
manner,  to  scrutinize  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, must  forget  that  the  first  step  to  ascertain  the  limits 
of  State  power  is,  to  know  to  what  extent  that  power  origi- 
nally belonging  to  them  as  sovereigns,  has  been  delegat- 
ed to  the  Federal  Government,  and  that  in  questions  of  dis- 
puted power,  to  yield  to  that  government  the  exclusive  pre- 
rogrative  ofjudgingof  itsown  powers,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
to  fix  the  limits  of  State  power,  is  at  once  to  annihilate  the 
State  governments,  by  making  the  creature  supreme  and 
controlling  over  its  creators.  Believing,  therefore,  that  the 
States  are  the  only  counterpoise  under  our  system  to  the 
consolidating  tendency  of  Federal  authority,  and  that  to  their 
jealous  scrutiny  we  can  alone  look  for  confining  the  Federal 
Government,  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, I  should  have  been  false  to  the  high  trust  to  which  I 
hare  been  called,  and  to  my  long  cherished  convictions,  not 
to  have  thus  publicly,  taken  the  earliest  occasion  to  avow  the 
opinion,  that  the  first  step  in  sustaining  the  sovereign  rights 
of  the  States,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  is  to  check  the 
already  overgrown  power  of  the  Federal  Government, 


Distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands. 

The  present  time  is  pregnant  with  admonitions.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  is  but  an 
attempt  to  buy  up  the  States,  and  to  make  them  stipendia- 
ries of  the  Federal  Government,  under  a  fund  wrung  from 
the  labor  of  their  own  citizens,  under  the  flagitious  assump- 
tion, that  the  power  to  distribute  does  not  involve  the  ne- 
cessity of  taxation  fo  an  equivalent  amount.  He  must  be 
blind  fo  the  nature  of  human  action,  who  does  not  sec  in 
this  scheme  of  distributing  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue, 
an  artfully  devised  plan  of  assuming,  to  that  extent,  the  State 
debts,  throwing  the  whole  burden  of  supporting  the  Federal- 
Government,  upon  impost  duties,  and  of  reviving  again  an 
unconstitutional  protective  tariff".  In  principle,  it  is  liable  to 
all  the  constitutional  objections  of  appropriating  Federal  mo- 
ney to  the  local  objects,  while  in  practice  it  will  lead  to  the 
greatest  profligacy  and  corruptions  in  the  State  governmenta, 
by  causing  them  to  look  to  the  Federal  Government  as  the 
great  almoner,  who  at  all  times  stands  ready  to  replenish 
their  wasteful  exhausted  coffers. 

United  States  Sank, 

If  to  this  picture  of  Federal  aggrandizement  and  State  and" 
popular  degradation,  be  added  the  re-union  of  bank  power 
in  the  hideous  form  of  another  unconstitutional  United  States 
Bank,  the  advocates  of  implied  and  constructive  powers  will 
have  succeeded  in  giving  the  finishing  touch  to  our  institu- 
tions, by  engrafting  on  them  all  the  usurpations  which  they 
have  so  long  and  so  laboriously  struggled  to  effect.  I  have 
adverted  to  these  topics  not  to  increase  the  acrimony  of  party 
divisions,  which  already  exist  in  the  country,  but  in  this  dis- 
tinct form  to  renew  the  pledges  of  my  whole  life,  in  opposi- 
tion to  principles  which  I  honestly  believe,  must  end  in  the 
destruction  of  our  State  governments,  and  the  subversion  of 
our  republican  institutions, 

Economy. 

Not  presuming  in  this  address,  and  at  this  period  of  the 
Session  to  encroach  upon  the  more  appropriate  duties  of  the 
very  able  and  distinguished  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State, 
whose  official  station  I  am  now  about  to  assume,  by  making 
a  recommendation  of  any  distinct  legislative  action,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  pardoned  for  the  remark,  that,  in  the  practical  ad- 
ministration of  all  governments,  economy  is  one  of  the  high- 
est of  public  virtues.  The  essence  of  modern  oppression  is 
taxation. — The  measure  of  popular  liberty  may  be  found  in 
the  amount  of  money  which  is  taken  from  the  people  to  sup- 
port the  government.  When  the  amount  is  increased  be- 
yond the  requirements  of  a  rigid  economy,  the  government 
becomes  profligate  and  oppressive. 

I  should  do  injusti<:e,  perhaps,  to  the  history  of  our  State 
Legislation,  not  to  say  that,  so  far,  there  have  been  but  few, 
if  any,  gross  and  flagrant  departures  from  a  becoming  eco- 
nomy in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  by  our  State 
Legislature.  Perhaps  no  State  in  the  Union,  has,  here- 
tofore, found  less  cause  of  complaint  of  actual  prodigality, 
and  yet  it  is  a  problem  of  great  difficulty  to  say,  to  what  ex- 
tent our  finances  may  be  embarrassed  by  the  revulsions 
which  have  overtaken  our  State  banks  and  its  branches,  in 
common,  more  or  less,  with  every  form  of  paper  credit  known 
to  the  civilized  world. 

The  paper  system. 

Whether  the  paper  system  will  ever  recover  from  these 
revulsions,  begins  to  be,  with  many,  a  matter  of  serious 
doubt;  certain  it  is,  that  no  one  has  yet  been  able  to  devise 
a  panacea  which  will  relieve  the  banks  of  circulation  of  their 
inherent  tendency  to  excess  of  issues,  and  the  utter  hope- 
lessness of  the  attempt  appears  to  be  avowed  in  the  effort, 
which  is  now  making  by  a  large  party  in  the  country,  to 
cure  all  the  evils  of  banking  by  the  establisiiment  of  a  great 
national  institution,  which  shall  dilFer  from  other  institutions, 
in  little  else  than  in  its  greatest  power,  to  sustain  a  greater 
amount  of  issues.  Upon  this  supposition  the  inherent  evil 
of  paper  expansion  can  be  cured  only  by  lending  to  some 
one  institution  the  credit  and  revenues  of  the  Federal  Go- 
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vernment,  which  so  far  from  restraining  will  in  fact,  give  it 
additional  powers  of  expansion.  To  this  reasoning,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  I  have  never  been  a  convert,  nor 
can  I  lay  claim  to  the  wisdom  of  suggesting  a  plan  of  curing 
the  evils,  to  which  all  admit  the  banking  system  in  all  its 
forms,  as  heretofore  carried  on,  is  so  liable.  But,  if  in  ad- 
dition to  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  currency,  we  are  to  be 
subjected  to  the  still  further  misfortune  of  losing  a  portion 
of  the  capital  stock  of  some  of  the  branches,  common  pru- 
dence would  suggest  the  propriety  of  at  least  closing  such 
branches.  To  the  extent  that  the  system  works  well,  we 
should  not  needlessly  abandon  it,  but  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  promises,  to  prolong  the  evils  of  a  continued  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  and  at  the  same  time  to  lessen  our 
means  of  preserving  the  credit  of  the  State,  it  certainly  can- 
not be  too  soon  abandoned.  That  these  objections  to  our 
State  banking  system,  apply  with  very  different  force  to  the 
different  branches,  I  am  fully  aware.  The  returns  of  the 
several  branches  will  show  great  inequality  in  the  prudence 
with  which  they  have  been  respectively  managed. 

Interna!  Improvement. 

Ardently  devoted  as  I  am  to  a  judicious  system  of  State 
internal  improvement,  and  to  a  general  diffusion  of  know- 
Jcdge  by  common  schools,  the  financial  difficulties  which 
threaten  the  State  will  probably  leave  us  no  other  duty  con- 
nected with  those  subjects,  than  a  faithful  and  economical 
application  of  existing  funds  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  originally  intended.  No  one,  I  presume,  can  be  so 
enthusiastic  as  to  propose  encouragement  to  those  favorite 
purposes,  by  a  resort  to  additional  taxes  in  the  face  of  the 
financial  embarrassments,  which  we  have  too  much  reason 
to  fear  will  shortly  overtake  us. 

Credit  of  the  State. 

To  maintain  the  credit  of  the  State  by  a  prompt  discharge 
of  our  State  debts  as  they  severally  fall  due,  our  great  re- 
liance must  be  on  the  industry  and  energy  of  our  population; 
the  elements  of  productive  wealth  which  are  presented  in  a 
genial  climate,  a  fertile  soil,  great  natural  advantages  of  in- 
land navigation,  and  as  bountiful  a  variety  of  valuable  State 
products  as  an  indulgent  Providence  has  conferred  upon  any 
other  country.  That  we  may  make  the  best  possible  appli- 
cation of  these  natural  advantages,  is  my  fervent  wish,  and 
shall  be  the  constant  object  of  my  most  faithful  efforts  in 
the  public  service. 


ICxpedilion  of  tlie  Message, 

The  following  is  believed  to  have  been  the  true  runnin'^ 
time  upon  the  different  roads  between  Washington  and  New- 
York,  not  including  the  detentions  in  changing  from  road  to 
road,  crossing  rivers,  &c. 

Hours,  min. 

Washington  to  Baltimore 1  10 

Baltimore  to  Philadelphia 3  00 

Camden  to  New  Brunswick 2  18 

New  Brunswick  to  Jersey  City 0  50 

Distance  235  miles 7  18 

Averaging  a  mile  in  less  than  two  minutes  running  time 
on  the  roads  the  whole  distance. — Sun. 


Ail  American  PaafUer* 

An  enormous  animal  of  this  species  was  killed  in  Sidney, 
a  short  time  since,  about  seven  miles  from  this  place,  by  a 
party  who  were  out  fox  hunting.  They  came  upon  and  fol- 
lowed his  tracks  about  three  miles,  when  they  overtook  him 
in  the  woods,  and  fired  at  him  at  the  distance  of  about  fifteen 
feet,  without  any  apparent  efl'ect ;  he  retreated  some  fifty 
rods  and  stopped  ;  two  of  the  party  again  approached  to 
within  about  ten  feet,  and  fired  again,  when  he  turned  and 
came  at  his  pursuers  with  the  utmost  ferocity ;  but  fortunately 
a  hound  which  they  had  with  them,  seized  him  behind,  and 
caused  him  again  to  retreat  a  short  distance.  After  firing  a 
dozen  rounds  of  shot  and  balls,  they  so  disabled  him  as  to 
allow  them  to  approach  and  knock  him  on  the  head  with  an 
axe.  He  measured  7^  feet  in  length,  and  12^  inches  round 
the  fore  arm,  and  weighed  nearly  200  pounds.  He  has  been 
exhibited  in  this  town,  and  is  considered  the  most  fermidable 
animal  ever  taken  in  our  forests.  He  had  not  long  been  in 
that  vicinity,  and  it  is  surprising  how  an  animal  of  this  kind 
could  have  penetrated  into  so  populous  a  territory  without 
being  sooner  discovered,  and  hunted  down. 

Kcnn°bec  Journal. 


New  f^ailroncl  Car. 


Tlie  Fever  iu  Nc\v  Orleans. 


The  New  Orleans  Bee  gives  the 
table  of  the  mortality  in  1839  and  1 
epidemic  commenced  its  ravages  a 
August,  but  in  1839,  it  disappeared 
than  this  year: 

1841. 
Interments.     Of  Fever. 
1st  week         57  5  ^ 

2d      do  80  3  S 

3d      do         103  23  ) 


following  comparative 
841.  In  both  years  the 
bout  the  beginning  of 

about  a  .month  earlier 


Mr.  Robert  Grant  of  Baltimore  is  now  exhibiting  at  the 
Exchange  in  that  city,  a  model  of  a  railroad  car,  the  inven- 
tion of  which  he  claims.  The  design  of  the  car  is  to  pre- 
vent its  running  off  the  track,  no  matter  how  short  the  curve, 
and  without  diminishing  the  speed  ;  also  to  prevent  friction, 
&c.  The  invention,  if  it  proves  to  answer,  is  one  of  much 
value. 


1839. 


4th  do 

5th  do 

6th  do 

7th  do 

8th  do 

9th  do 

10th  do 

11  th  do 

12th  do 

13lh  do 

1 4th  do 


146 
174 
345 
295 
327 
259 
188 
151 
151 
10.3 
61 


72 

105 

164 

220 

259 

180 

115 

93 

96 

48 

15 


Inter. 

254 

337 

252 
172 
137 
96 
95 
67 
00 
(.0 
00 
00 


Of  Fever. 
153 

267 

189 
100 

83 

42 

39 

17 

00 

00 

00 

00 


Isaac  Hill  in  his  discourse  on  the  mountains  of  New  Eng- 
land, mentions  the  following  fact : 

"  I  know  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters  born  upon  the 
side  of  Moosehillock  which  mounts  nearly  five  thousand  feet 
above  the  ocean,  thirteen  of  whom  averaged  more  than  six 
feet  each  in  height ;  and  this  family  had  repeatedly  turned 
out  its  3000  lbs.  of  maple  sugar  annually,  made  at  that  sea- 
son when  farmers  who  have  no  sugar  trees  are  laying  upon 
their  oars." 


2337        1398  1460  890 

To  the  mortality  of  the  year  must  be  added  400  inter- 
ments in  the  Lafayette  cemetery,  of  persons  who  had  been 
within  the  city  iimits,  of  which  300  were  from  the  fever— 
wplling  the  number  of  internipnt;?  to  2737,  of  which  1698 
were  from  yellow  fever. 


(Cr  The  UNITED  STATES  COMMERCIAL  AND 
STATISTICAL  REGISTER,  is  published  every  Wednes- 
day,  at  No.  76  Dock  street.  The  price  to  subscribers  is 
Five  Dollars  per  annum,  payablra  on  the  1st  of  January  of 
each  year.  No  subscription  received  for  less  than  a  year. — 
Subscribers  out  of  the  principal  cities  to  pay  in  advance. 


PRINTED  BY  WILLIAM  F.  GEDDES, 

JN'o.  112  CHESJ\U'r  STREET, 

Where,  and  at  76  Dock  St.,  Subscriptions  will  be  received. 


HAZARD'S    UNITED    STATES 

COMMERCIAL   AND  STATISTICAL 

REGISTER. 


EDITED  BY  SAMUEL  HAZARD. 


VOL..  V.       PHIIiADEIiPHIA,  IVEDNESPAY,  DECEIUBER  22,  1841.       Wo.  25. 


Report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  ^5Var. 

War  DepartjMent,^ 
December  1,  1841.      3 

Sir — The  reports  of  the  Major  General  Commanding  the 
Army,  and  of  the  Heads  of  the  difTerent  Bureaus,  attached 
to  this  Department,  upon  the  several  subjects  committed  to 
its  charge,  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  accuracy  of  the  information,  and  the  fullness  of  the 
■views  thus  exhibited  will  render  superfluous  any  extended 
observations  from  one  but  recently  called  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  various  matters  so  well  presented  by  officers  of 
great  experience  and  acknowledged  ability.  Such  remarks, 
however,  as  seem  required,  will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the 
following  statement  of  the  general  results  derived  from  these 
reports. 

Number  of  Troops  in  Service. 

From  the  general  return  of  the  Army,  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Major  General,  commanding  in  chief,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  whole  number  of  troops  in  service,  is  ten  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  ninety-four:  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  commissioned  officers,  and  nine  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates.  The  aggregate  exceeds  the  num- 
ber specified  in  the  report  of  1840,  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  Of  the  whole  number,  nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-two  are  reported  as  present,  and  the  resi- 
due (eight  hundred  and  twelve)  are  absent  or  sick  ;  of  whom 
four  hundred  and  forty-seven  are  absent  on  detached  service. 
To  complete  the  organization  of  the  Army,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  recruits  are  required. 

During  the  past  year  the  whole  number  recruited  was 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  number  of  deserters,  with- 
in the  year,  as  compared  with  the  number  enlisted  has  large- 
ly diminished. 

The  disposition  of  the  troops  intended  for  the  protection 
of  our  inland  frontier.-:,  and  for  garrisoning  the  forts  on  the 
Atlantic,  is  given  in  the  report. 

The  residue  of  the  Army,  consisting,  at  the  last  returns, 
of  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  but  which  is  now, 
or  will  he,  reduced  soon  to  three  thousand,  is  employed  in 
the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  and  in  the  offen- 
sive operations  carried  on  in  that  Territory. 

Indian  Wars. 

On  the  Western  frontier,  the  Indians  have  been  kept  from 
wars  among  themselves,  and  from  hostile  acts  against  our 
citizens.  With  the  exception  of  some  depredations  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  in  Texas  by  the  Caddoes,  a  tribe, 
for  whose  conduct  that  country  is  more  responsible  than  we 
are,  the  native  tribes  appear  to  be  quiet,  and  indicate  no  dis- 
position to  commence  aggressions.  On  the  Northern  fron- 
tier, the  presence  of  the  troops  has  been,  doubtless  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  of  eminent  service  in  preserving  the  peaceful  re- 
lations of  the  country  with  the  adjacent  territories  of  Great 
Bi-itain.  At  the  North-east,  the  small  force  stationed  near 
the  disputed  boundary  line  seems  required  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. 
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,  J\lilitary  operations  in  Florida, 

Within  the  year,  a  new  aspect  has  been  given  to  the  mili- 
tary operations  in  Florida.  The  minuteness  and  accuracy 
with  which  they  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Command- 
ing General,  render  any  other  account  of  tiiem  unnecessary. 
It  would  be  unjust,  however,  to  withhold  the  expression  of 
the  cordial  approbation  which  is  felt  by  this  Department,  and, 
it  is  believed,  by  the  whole  country,  of  the  gallant  enterprise, 
and  patient  endurance  of  the  troops  and  their  able  Com- 
mander, Colonel  Worth.  Overcoming  the  feelings  which  a 
contest  with  such  enemies  must  produce  in  the  soldiers  of  a 
civilized  country,  and  consulting  only  the  high  dictates  of 
duty,  they  have  persevered  in  a  contest,  which,  in  the  only 
means  of  conducting  it,  more  resembles  the  pursuit  of  ani- 
mals, than  a  warfare  with  human  beings,  and  in  which  iha 
triumphs  of  success  are  mingled  with  pity,  not  far  removed 
from  contempt,  for  an  inglorious  foe. 

The  last  advices  from  that  quarter  confirm  the  expecta- 
tions of  a  speedy  and  successful  result  to  the  campaign.  All 
that  high  intelligence,  devoted  zeal,  conGummale  bravery, 
and  irrepressible  energy,  can  contribute  to  that  result,  will 
continue  to  be  exerted  by  the  troops,  and  their  gallant  com- 
mander, for  whom  the  difficulties  of  a  contest  without  re- 
semblance in  the  historj-  of  war,  seems  to  have  no  terrors. 

The  suggestions,  in  the  same  report,  of  the  Commanding 
General,  respecting  officers  holding  appointments,  at  the 
same  time,  both  in  the  line  and  in  the  staff,  with  the  right  of 
promotion  in  each,  and  respecting  the  inequality  of  pay  be- 
tween officers  of  the  same  grade,  in  the  different  branches  of 
service,  are  worthy  of  great  consideration,  emanating  as  they 
do  from  long  experience,  the  result  of  intelligent  and  disin- 
terested observati'n.  And  the  recommendation  of  the  pre- 
sent General-in-Chief  concurring  with  those  of  his  lament- 
ed and  distinguished  predecessor,  in  relation  to  pensions, 
will  doubtless  attract  the  attention  of  Congress  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  very  moderate  increase  of  two  regiments  to  our  Army, 
recommended  in  the  same  report,  will  unquestionably  be  re- 
ceived with  all  the  confidence  due  to  any  suggestions  from 
such  a  source.  'J'he  necessity  for  such  an  increase,  to  man 
the  forts,  posts,  and  fortifications,  on  our  inland  and  mari- 
time frontiers,  will  be  apparent  on  a  consideration  of  the 
plans  for  the  national  defence  which  have  been  proposed, 
and  wholly  or  partially  adopted.  A  brief  and  connected 
view  of  those  plans  seem  appropriate  and  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  a  full  understanding  of  those  parts  of  there- 
ports  herewith  communicated  relating  to  the  subject.  It  is 
necessary,  also,  in  explanation  of  the  estimates  submitted  for 
appropriations  to  continue  and  complete  the  means  of  pro- 
tection and  defence.  In  presenting  such  a  view,  the  occa- 
sion will  be  taken  to  make  such  observations  as  may  seem 
to  be  required. 

Defences  of  (he  Country*. 

The  defences  of  the  country  may  be  regarded  under  three 
distinct  heads.  First,  for  the  protection  of  the  western  fron- 
tier against  Indian  hostilities.  Second,  precautions  against 
aggressions  from  the  colonial  possessions  of  foreign  power» 
in  our  vicinity,  at  the  North.  And,  third,  the  defience  of  our 
maritime  frontier. 
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1.  lAne  of  exterior  posts  into  the  Indian  Country. 

Under  the  first  heaJ,  the  plan  communicated  to  the  Senate, 
on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1838,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  body,  and  recommended  by  the  then  Head  of 
this  Department,  was  approved  in  its  general  outlines  by  the 
board  of  otficcrs — who  reported  on  the  subject  in  May,  1S40, 
and  appears  to  bo  well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  It  contem- 
plated a  line  of  exterior  posts  advanced  into  the  Indian  coun- 
try, beyond  the  boundary  of  existing  cessions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Qverawiiig  and  repressing  hostilities  among  the  In- 
dians, or  against  our  own  settlements  ;  and  an  interior  line 
of  posts,  as  places  of  refuge  in  cases  of  danger  or  alarm, 
with  depois  for  arms  and  supplies.  There  seems  to  have 
been  some  difference  of  opinion  whether  the  forts  to  be  es- 
tablished nt  these,  posts,  should  be  constructed  of  wood,  so 
abundiintly  furnished  by  the  country,  or  of  stone,  or  other 
equally  indestructible  material.  From  the  information  which 
has  been  received,  and  from  the  uniform  practice  in  Indian 
wars,  the  better  opinion  would  appear  to  be,  that  stockaded 
forts  with  log  block-houses,  would  afford  sufficient  protection 
against  an  enemy  unprovided  with  artillery.  The  rapidity 
and  economy  with  which  they  could  be  erected,  in  many 
cases  chiefly  by  the  labor  of  the  ti-oops,  would  give  theni  a 
decided  preference.  It  is  not  perceived  why  the  interior  line 
of  posts,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  necessary,  should 
not  also  be  used  as  depots  of  subsistence  and  military  sup- 
plies. Six  or  eight  of  the  exterior  line,  and  eight  interior 
posts  are  deemed  sufficient.  The  following  are  the  forts  es- 
tablished, which  may  be  considered  forming  parts  of  this 
plan  of  defence.  Fort  Jesup,  25  miles  south-west  from  Nat- 
chitoches, on  the  road  to  Texas ;  Fort  Towson,  near  the 
confluence  of  the  Kiamichi  and  Red  rivers,  in  the  Choctaw 
nation,  325  miles  from  Fort  Jesup,  and  al)out  50  miles  from 
the  western  boundary  of  Arkansas  ;  Fort  Smith,  situated  on 
the  Arkansas  river,  partly  in  Arkansas  and  partly  in  the 
Cherokee  nation  ;  Fort  Gibson,  about  60  miles  noith-wcst 
of  Fort  Smith,  on  the  Arkansas  river,  and  207  miles  from 
Fort  Towson  ;  Fort  Wayne,  on  the  Illinois  river,  in  the 
Cherokee  nation,  not  far  from  the  western  boundary  of  x'^r- 
kansas,  6J  miles  from  Fort  Gibson  ;  Fort  Leavenworth,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  286  miles  from  Fort 
Smith  ;  Fort  Snelling,  at  the  junction  of  the  St.  Peter's  with 
the  Mississippi  river,  512  miles  from  Fort  Leavenworth; 
Fort  Crawford,  300  miles  below  Fort  Snelling,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  about  5  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin ;  Fort  Winnebago;  at  the  portage  between  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers,  about  130  miles  from  Fort  Crawford  ; 
Fort  Howard,  at  the  head  of  Green  Hay,  115  miles  from 
Fort  Winneb.igo;  Fort  Mackinac,  on  the  island  of  Michili- 
mackinac,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Michigan  ;  Fort  Brady,  on 
the  St  Mary's  river,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Superior;  and 
Fort  Gratiot,  on  the  St.  Clair  river,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Huron. 

Barracks  are  in  progress  at  Turkey  river,  in  the  Winne- 
bago country,  and  at  Fori  Smith  ;  and  at  Fort  Leavenworth 
extensive  barracks  have  been  completed.  As  the  white  set- 
tlements advance,  and  the  Indians  recede,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  push  these  exterior  forts  further  into  the  Indian  coun- 
try. But  it  is  evident  that  such  a  line  of  posts  would  not 
accomplish  all  the  objects  which  should  be  had  in  view  in 
relation  to  that  vast  portion  of  our  territory,  which  extends 
from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  in  immediate 
contact  with  numerous  wild  and  warlike  Indians,  who  are 
capable  of  bringing  into  the  field  a  number  of  warriors,  esti- 
mated at  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand.  From  the  inter- 
course which  subsi.^ts  between  them  and  the  traders,  and 
emissaries  of  foreign  nations,  they  may  be  rendered  as  for- 
midable as  any  description  of  force  that  could  be  brought 
against  us.  To  secure  a  proper  influence  over  them  in  peace, 
and  to  counteract  and  control  their  dispositions  in  war,  to 
secure  our  own  territory  and  to  protect  our  traders,  it  is  in- 
dispensable that  a  chain  of  posts  should  be  established,  ex- 
tending from  the  Council  Bluffs  to  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  so  as  to  command  the  avenues  by  which  the 
Indians  |)as.s  from  the  north  to  the  south  ;  and  at  the  same 
time  maintain  a  communication  with  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  us  on  the  Pacific. 


The  present  state  of  our  relations  with  these  Indians,  and 
other  consid<rations  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves, 
seem  to  demand  prompt  attention  to  these  views,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  necessary  measures  to  execute  them. 

2.  Defdiices  on  the  Northern  Frontier. 

Second.  The  defences  on  the  northern  frontier  will  ne- 
cessarily be  of  a  different  character  from  those  already  con- 
sidered, as  they  must  be  designed  for  protection  against  a 
powerful  enemy,  possessing  all  the  means  of  warfare  along 
a  distance  of  more  than  two  thousand  miles.  IVaval  forces 
on  the  lakes  undouliledly  afford  our  chief  reliance  for  de- 
fence and  offence.  To  furnish  them"  shelter  from  tempests, 
the  harbors  must  be  enlarged  and  rendered  accessible  ;  and 
to  protect  them  and  their  supplies,  as  well  as  the  property 
and  lives  of  our  citizens  from  an  enemy,  those  harbots  and 
the  most  important  of  the  straits  and  rivers  connecting  the 
lakes,  should  be  fortified.  The  comprehensiveness  and  able 
views  of  the  board  of  officers  on  this  subject,  in  their  report 
of  May,  1840,  already  mentioned,  cannot  be  strengthened 
by  any  remarks  from  this  department. 

The  omission  to  make  the  necessary  appropriations,  has 
prevented  any  thing  more  than  a  partial  execution  of  the  de- 
fence of  the  northern  frontier.  Fort  Niagara  has  been  re- 
ported ready  for  armament,  and  a  company  has  been  ordered 
to  garrison  it.  So  much  has  already  been  done  at  Fort 
Oswego,  as  to  justify  the  belief  that,  at  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son, it  will  be  in  a  condition  for  effective  service.  Under 
the  appropriations  made  in  September  last,  for  the  defensive 
works  at  Detroit,  Buffalo  and  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain, 
means  have  been  taken  to  select  sites  for  their  construction, 
which  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  titles  to  tho^e  sites 
shall  be  secured. 

3.  Defence  to  our  JMaritime  Frontier. 

The  third  division  of  our  national  defence,  those  relating 
to  our  maritime  frontier,  presents  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
interest. 

A  board  of  engineers  was  originated  in  1816,  and  has 
continued  in  existence  ever  since,  to  which  was  specially 
assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  a  general  system  of  defence 
for  the  sea-board.  It  made  personal  examinations  of  every 
harbor  on  the  whole  coast  (excepting  a  few  in  East  Florida) 
accessible  to  sea-going  vessels.  While  the  boaid  was  thus 
employed,  settling  the  general  principles  of  defence  and  se- 
lecting positions,  its  number  was  augmented  by  the  addition 
of  officers  of  the  navy,  generally  two  post  captains.  Dur- 
ing a  portion  of  this  time  the  functions  of  the  board  were 
extended  to  embrace  the  selection  of  suitable  sites  for  a 
great  northern  and  southern  nai'al  depot.  Reports  of  pro- 
gress were  madein  1817, 1819, 1820,1821,1822, 1823,1824 
and  1S35  ;  and  at  two  different  times,  namely,  in  1826  and 
1836,  a  summary  report  was  presented  to  the  Executive, 
and  sent  to  Congress,  describing  the  system  briefly  in  its 
application  to  the  several  parts  of  the  coast. 

The  board  has  been  comprised  of  officers  of  high  rank  in 
the  corps  of  engineers,  together  with  General  Bernard,  dur- 
ing the  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  he  was  in  this  country. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  April  9,  1840,  a  report  from  this  department  was 
made  on  the  12th  day  of  May  in  the  same  year,  transmitting 
one  from  a  board  of  officers  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  subject,  which  contains  a  very  full  view  of 
the  system,  in  a  brief  compass,  and  geographically  arranged. 
It  exhibits  the  various  works  deemed  necessary  along  the 
Atlantic  coast,  and  along  that  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the 
order  of  their  relative  importance,  in  reference  to  the  time  of 
their  construction  with  estimates  of  the  expenses  of  each, 
and  of  the  aggregate  cost.  The  same  board,  also  reported 
upon  another  plan  of  defence  submitted  by  a  distinguished 
military  commander,  and  gave  their  reasons,  at  large,  why 
it  ought  not  to  be  substituted  for  that  already  mentioned, 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  joint  commission  of  naval 
and  military  officers. 

I      To  the   formation  of  that  system,  the  greatest  military 

talent  and  experience  of  the  country  have  been  devoted,  and 

I  it  would  ill  become  one  whose  pretensions  to  either  are  so 
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limited,  to  attempt  a  comparison  of  it  witli  any.  or  to  sustain 
it  by  any  views  of  liis  own.  It  may  be  remariced,  liowever, 
that  so  far  as  the  judgment  of  Congress  can  be  o;athcred  from 
its  acts,  and  so  far  as  an  intelligent  [lublic  opinion  has  been 
expressed,  they  bo'li  seem  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
system  which  has  been  so  deliberately  considered,  and  so 
lon^  matured  ;  and  it  may  now  be  regarded  as  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country. 

^"aval  Forces. 

The  elements  of  that  system  are,  first,  naval  forces;  second, 
fortifications,  and  third,  interior  communications. 

As  to  the  first,  independent  of  ail  other  considerations,  it 
is  supposed  that  floating  batteries  of  any  description  that  are 
to  remain  stationary  at  the  exposed  points,  cannot  be  expect- 
ed, because  the  aggregate  expense  of  providing  and  main- 
taining the  large  force  that  would  be  required  for  the  nu- 
merous points  on  our  coast,  would  be  beyond  our  means. — 
An  inconsiderable  force  at  each  point  would  be  wholly  in- 
adequate to  meet  that  which  might  be  brought  against  it; 
and  the  defence  of  a  few,  only  of  the  most  important,  would 
neither  answer  the  expectations  of  the  country,  nor  fulfil  the 
obligations  of  the  Government.  A  navy  which  would  carry 
the  war  into  every  sea  where  the  enemy's  commerce  was  to 
be  found,  would  eflfectually  keep  him  from  our  coast,  by  ren- 
dering his  presence  necessary  elsewhere.  For  the  defence 
of  inlets  and  harbors,  whose  entrances  are  shallow,  a  class  of 
steam  vessels,  of  light  draft,  would  doubtless  form  a  neces- 
sary part  of  our  defence,  and  where  the  inlets  are  numerous, 
such  vessels  would  be  indispensable.  But  where  a  large 
number  of  enemy's  ships  can  find  harbors,  of  easy  access, 
and  sufllciently  capacious  to  contain  them,  they  cannot  be 
successful!}^  met  by  an  inferior  force;  and  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  our  competing  with  several  European  nations  in 
the  magnitude  of  their  naval  establishments,  the  only  re- 
source left  us,  is  in  fortifying  our  harbors  and  roadsteads. 

Permanent  Fortifications. 

The  second  element  of  defence  consists,  therefore,  in  per- 
manent fortifications.  While  they  are  more  effectual  for  de- 
fence, in  certain  positions,  than  floating  forces,  they  are  less 
expensive  in  construction,  more  durable,  and  requiring  an 
outlay  in  repairs  utterly  insignificant,  when  compared  with 
the  expense  of  maintaining  ships  and  renewing  them. 

They  are  deemed  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of  cover- 
ing the  military  and  naval  depots,  and  all  other  public  or 
private  establishments,  which  would  invite  tlie  enterprise  or 
the  cupidity  of  a  .'be,  and  of  excluding  him  from  strong  posi- 
tions where  his  naval  superiority  might  enable  him  to  main- 
tain himself,  and  from  which  he  might  make  incursions  into 
the  interior,  or  assail  an  extensive  line  of  coast. 

The  positions  deemed  necessary  to  be  occupied  by  fortifi- 
cations along  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  from  Passamaquoddy 
Bay  to  Cape  Florida,  and  along  the  Gulf,  from  that  cape, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  were  indicated  in  the  report  he- 
fore  mentioned,  with  the  reasons  for  their  selection,  the  extent  j 
and  nature  of  the  required  works,  and  their  expense.  ! 

As  the  execution  of  all  these  works  could  not  be  simulta- 
neous, the  order  of  succession  was  regulated  by  reference  to 
the  value  of  the  object  to  be  covered,  to  the  nation,  or  to  an 
enemy  ;  its  exposure  by  isolation  ;  its  accessibilitj',  depend- 
ing on  distance,  time,  or  climate  ;  the  means,  source,  and 
time  of  obtaining  succor,  and  finally,  the  condition  of  exist- 
ing defences.  The  order  thus  established  has  been  adhered 
to  with  a  few  exceptions,  occasioned  by  different  views  on 
the  p^rt  of  Congress.  Great  progress  in  the  execution  of 
the  system  has  already  been  made,  of  which  the  details  are 
given  in  the  reports  of  the  Ordnance  and  Engineer  Bureaus. 
Most  of  the  works  of  primary  importance,  including  the 
largest  and  most  expensive,  are  nearly  completed.  About 
$14,000,000  have  been  expended,  and  $9,0'JU,000  more  will 
finish  all  but  those  deemed  of  minor  importance,  and  which 
may  be  postponed  without  risking  serious  consequences. 

More  extended  remarks  upon  the  system  of  national  de- 
fence, but  particularly  on  that  part  of  it  depending  on  forti- 
fications, are  rendered  unnecessary  by  an  able  and  compre- 
faeosiTe  report  on  this  subject,  prepared  by  my  immediate 


predecessor,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  ihe  Senate  of 
the  third  of  March,  1841,  and  which  will  be  transmitted  to 
that  body.  Concurring,  generally,  in  the  views  expressed 
in  that  report,  no  addition  to  their  strength  could  be  m;ide 
by  any  observations  of  the  undersigned.  As  the  system  can- 
not be  abandoned,  what  h,is  been  commenced  should  be 
completed,  and  the  works  intended  for  the  more  remote 
southern  portion  of  our  territory,  particularly  require  atten- 
tion. Indications  are  already  made,  of  designs  of  the  worst 
character  against  that  region,  in  the  event  of  hostilities  from 
a  certain  quarter,  to  which  we  cannot  be  insensible.  The 
estimates  subnriiticd,  with  the  moans  on  hand,  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  at  Beaufort,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cape  Fear  river,  in  North  Carolina,  at  Charleston,  Savan- 
nah and  St.  Augustine,  will  furnish  adequate  defences  to 
those  places.  In  consequence  of  the  delay  that  will  neces- 
sarily attend  the  completion  of  Fort  Calhoun,  in  Hampton 
Roads,  the  effectual  defence  of  that  position  would  require 
that  a  strong  field-work  should  be  thrown  up  at  Willoughby 
Point,  in  the  event  of  hostile  appearances  ;  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  §50,000,  at  this  time,  for  that  purpose,  would  be  im- 
portant, as  its  application  would  be  suspended  until  required 
by  circumstances.  On  the  Gulf  coast,  Pensacola,  Mobile 
Bay  and  most  of  the  avenues  to  iVew  Orleans,  are  fortified. 
In  relation  to  the  fortifications  on  both  these  sections  of 
coast,  it  is  believed  to  be  our  first  duty,  as  it  is  certainly  the 
strongest  desire  of  this  Department,  to  place  the  existing 
works  in  a  state  of  perfect  efficiency  in  the  shortest  possible 
time  ;  and,  to  this  end  such  means  have  been  asked,  as,  with- 
out making  exorbitant  demands  upon  the  treasury,  will  allow 
the  labor  to  be  carried  on  vigorously.  The  winter  season 
is  known  to  be  the  most  favorable  to  such  operations  in  the 
latitudes  where  these  works  are  situated,  and  it  should  be 
improved.  Indeed,  unless  appropriations  arc  made  before 
the  month  of  February,  no  use  can  be  made  of  them  in 
those  latitudes  vcithin  a  year  from  the  time  they  are  asked. 
To  provide  for  the  points  still  reinainmg  unprotected,  in  the 
event  of  hostilities  being  threatened  before  the  system  of 
fortifications  is  complete,  a  resort  to  steam  vessels  of  light 
draught  will  be  necessary  ;  and,  in  reference  to  some  of  them, 
where  fortifications  would  not  avail,  as  already  indicated, 
that  species  of  defence  will  be  indispensable. 

Five  of  these  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  seven  on  the 
southern  part  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  are  deemed  necessary  by 
the  Chief  Engineer.  Their  use,  however,  will  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  existence  of  defended  points  near  at  hand,  under 
which  the  vessels  could  rendevouz,  and  which  would  at  the 
same  time  protect  the  harbors  for  the  service  of  the  military 
and  commercial  marine.  An  appropriation  of  §50,000  for 
the  commencement  of  a  work,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Cum- 
berland sound,  and  a  similar  sum  for  a  work  at  or  near  the 
outlet  of  St.  Simon's  sound,  these  being  the  best  harbors  of 
that  part  of  the  coast  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  would  in 
that  point  of  view,  be  highly  expedient.  The  security  of 
Mobile  Bay,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  a  work  on  Dau- 
phin or  Pelican  island,  and  one  at  Pas  au  Heron,  and  these 
works  would  add  greatly  to  the  protection  of  the  coast  pas- 
sages along  the  gulf.  An  appropriation  of  60,'.'0u,  for  these 
would  be  judicious.  The  appropriations  now  suggested  are 
in  addition  to  the  general  estimates  from  this  department. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  any  of  the  works  indi- 
cated, a  preliminar)'  survey  of  their  positions  will  be  directed; 
and  the  propriety  of  such  a  direction  being  now  given,  is 
under  consideration. 

Facility  and  rapidity  of  interior  communications. 

A  third  element  of  great  importance  in  the  consideration 
of  the  defences  of  the  sea-coast,  and  of  the  northern  and 
north  western  frontiers,  consists  in  the  facility  and  rapidity 
of  interior  communications.  They  are  strictly  means  of 
defence,  and  incapnble  of  being  pervcited  to  any  purpose  of 
conquest;  a  feature  which  commends  them  to  every  friend 
of  our  institutions. 

The  facility  afforded  by  the  ocean  to  movements  for  the 
purposes  of  attack,  is  met  by  a  facility  of  moveinent  on  land, 
furnished  by  the  triumphs  of  genius  and  art,  in  the  applica- 
tion of  steam-power  to  land  carriage,  and  in  the  construe- 
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tion  of  lengthened  lines  of  canals.  The  speed  -with  which 
tronps  can  be  moved,  obviates  the  nece!:sity  of  embodying 
large  masses  of  them  at  any  point ;  and  the  amount  of  force 
required  for  the  defence  of  any  given  post  vrould,  consequent- 
ly, be  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  in  the  time 
necessary  to  concentrate  it.  The  whole  force  along  the 
whole  line  may  be  rendered  available  for  the  defence  of  any 
point  in  that  line ;  while,  without  such  means  of  communi- 
cation, a  separate  army  would  be  rrquireJ  at  ench  city,  har- 
bor or  military  post,  that  was  to  be  defended.  This  may  be 
illustrated  by  facts  within  the  knowledge  of  all.  Troops 
may  now  be  brought  from  New  York  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington in  eighteen  hours,  in  a  condition  requiring  little  or 
no  repose  to  fit  them  for  immediate  action.  And  the  whole 
physical  force  of  the  populous  country  between  those  two 
points  may  be  concentrated  at  any  intermediate  place  in  a 
few  hours.  Were  Philadelphia  assailed  or  threatened,  a 
movement  of  military  force  from  Pittsburg,  which  but  a 
short  time  since,  would  have  occupied  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
five  days,  could  now  be  accomplished  in  five.  Similar  illus- 
trations are  furnished  by  various  railroads  and  canals  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country.  And  as  the  great  secret  of  success 
in  war,  is  supposed  to  be  the  ability  to  oppose  the  many  to 
the  few,  it  is  evident  that,  in  any  defensive  operations,  we 
shall  be  able  to  compete  with,  and  to  conquer  any  probable 
force  that  an  invading  enemy  could  bring  against  that  por- 
tion of  our  territory  which  is  intersected  by  these  interior 
communications.  Another  consequence  of  no  little  moment 
flows  from  the  same  cause :  the  power  to  defend  ourselves 
with  armies  of  very  diminished  numerical  force,  compared 
Tvith  those  which  have  heretofore  been  necessary  in  our  na- 
tional conflicts,  or  those  which  are  usually  employed  on  the 
European  continent. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  canals  and  railroads  to  collect 
■with  any  desirable  expedition,  the  supplies  of  an  army  from 
a  country  abounding  with  them ;  and  to  transport  them  to 
the  proper  points,  will  render  large  depots  unnecessary.  An 
object  of  attack  to  an  enemy  is  thus  removed,  and  the  con- 
sequences of  the  capture  of  large  collections  of  munitions 
of  war,  or  of  subsistence,  by  a  hostile  force,  thus  enabled  to 
maintain  itself,  are  obviated. 

Expense  of  JiliUtary  operations. 

The  expense  of  military  operations  will  be  reduced  be- 
yond any  present  means  of  exact  calculation,  by  the  same 
facilities.     During  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  the  cost 
of  transportation  from  New  York  to  Plattsburg,  Sackett's 
Harbor-and  Buffalo,  was  from  five  to  twelve  dollars  per  hun- 
dred.   The  present  cost  to  Plattsburg  is  thirty  cents,  and  to 
the  other  points  named,  sixty  cents  per  hundred.    A  twelve 
.pounder,  which,  at  the  cheapest  rate  could  not  have  been 
carried  to  Bufl^ilo  for  less  than  two  hundred  dollars,  may 
now  be  transported  to  the  same  point,  in  one-fifth  or  one- 
eighth  of  the  time,  for  twenty-four  dollars.     In  every  point 
of  view  in  which  these  works  can  be  considered,  their  cost 
is  so  much  actually  added  to  the  defensive  means  of  the 
nation,  without  any  expense  to  the  General  Government 
other  than  the  subscriptions  it  has  authorized  to  a  few  of 
them;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  without  exaggeration,  that 
the  aggregate  of  saving  in  any  future  war  in  which  we  may 
be  engaged,  in  the  comparative  small  amount  of  military 
force  that  will  he  necessary  for  defence,  and  in  the  cheap- 
ness of  transportation  afforded  by  railroads  and  canals  now 
in  existence  will  be  equal  to  the  cost  of  their  construction. 
If,  then,  the  making  of  these  works  has  been  premature  or 
improvident,  in  reference  to  the  means  of  the  States  that 
undertook  them,  and  has  involved  them  in  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments, the  National  Government  should  not  complain 
of  an  enterprise  that  has  placed  these  incalculable  advantages 
In  its  hands;  and,  if  it  cannot  relieve,  will  at  least  sympathise 
in  the  misfortunes  which  have  resulted  from  such  efiforts. 

.Srmament  of  fortijicatlons. 

The  report  from  the  Ordnance  Office  exhibits  the  mea- 
sures which  have  been  taken  for  the  armament  of  fortifica- 
tions, and  the  forts  which  have  been  wholly  or  partially  arm- 
ed.   This  oi)ject  will  be  steadily  and  vigorously  pursued,  to 


the  extent  of  the  means  provided  by  Congress.  The  esti- 
mate for  that  purpose  is  the  amount  originally  contemplated 
as  being  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  armaments  as 
rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  service  would  permit.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  object, 
no  reduction  of  the  estimate  will  be  made. 

Foundry  for  cannon. 

The  attention  of  Congress  has,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been 
repeatedly  invoked  to  the  necessity  of  a  foundry  for  cannon, 
belonging  to,  and  under  the  charge  of,  the  Government ;  but, 
from  an  apprehension  of  the  great  expense  which  it  was 
supposed  would  be  incurred  by  such  an  establishment,  or 
from  a  doubt  of  its  necessity,  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
towards  its  accomplishment.  Believing  that  a  plan  might 
be  devised  on  a  much  more  limited  scale  of  expense,  which 
would  attain  the  principal  objects  in  view,  the  Ordnance 
Bureau  was  directed  to  consider  and  mature  such  a  plan, 
and  estimate  the  cost  of  its  execution.  The  accompanying 
report  (No.  12)  from  that  Bureau  presents  such  a  plan,  ex- 
plains the  important  use  which  the  public  service  would  de- 
rive from  its  adoption,  and  furnishes  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  its  execution.  Some  additional  views  in  its  favor 
are  presented  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  Chief  En- 
gineer. I  cannot  hesitate  earnestly  to  recommend  its  execu- 
tion. It  is  known  that  there  are  some  hundreds  of  different 
kinds  of  iron  produced  from  our  mines,  of  various  qualities, 
and  adapted  to  different  uses.  While  one  species  may  be 
valuable  for  many  purposes,  it  is  utterly  unfit  for  others.  It 
is  supposed  also,  that  its  value  may  depend  much  on  the 
kind  of  fuel  used  in  its  fabrication.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  experiments  necessary  to  determine  these  and  vari- 
ous other  matters  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  cannon 
of  the  best  quality  can  be  made  at  private  expense.  Nor, 
if  they  were,  could  such  entire  reliance  be  placed  on  their 
results  as  if  they  had  been  conducted  by  disinterested  public 
officers. 

Besides,  the  Government  is  almost  exclusively  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  article,  and  has  the  deepest  interest  in  its  quality. 
It  is,  therefore,  peculiarly  its  interest  as  well  as  duty  to  assist, 
by  all  proper  means,  the  manufacture  in  the  cheapest  man- 
ner, of  the  best  material.  The  experience  already  obtained  of 
the  great  improvement  in  our  small  arms,  effected  by  the 
operations  of  the  national  armories,  affords  the  best  guar- 
anty that  similar  results  will  attend  the  employment  of 
similar  means  in  the  construction  of  cannon.  As  it  is  not 
proposed  to  take  the  business  into  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment exclusively,  but  to  continue  the  purchase  of  cannon 
from  private  establishments,  the  expense  of  executing  the 
plan  will  be  comparatively  unimportant.  The  foundry  may 
be  connected  with  one  of  our  arsenals,  so  as  to  be  under  the 
charge  of  officers  already  in  the  public  service,  by  which 
the  cost  of  its  construction  and  supervision  may  he  essen- 
tially diminished.  Admonished,  as  we  are,  by  the  efforts  of 
other  nations  to  improve  the  weapons  of  destruction,  it  would 
seem  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  the  necessary  incipient 
measures  to  select  and  purchase  a  site  for  a  foundry,  on  the 
limited  scale  suggested,  but  capable  of  expansion  according 
to  future  exigencies;  and  it  is  therefore  hoped  that  the  sum 
estimated  for  that  purpose  will  be  appropriated  at  the  coming 
session  of  Congress. 

Objections  to  the  civil  snperintendency  of  the  national 
armories. 

In  the  report  from  this  department  submitted  to  Congress 
with  the  President's  message  at  tlie  last  session,  the  objec- 
tions to  the  civil  superintendency  of  the  national  armories 
were  fully  stated,  and  the  propriety  of  dispensing  with  such 
agencies,  was  forcibly  argued.  A  board  of  very  competent 
citizens  was  appointed,  on  the  19th  of  August  last,  to  ex- 
amine the  armory  at  Springfield,  and  their  very  able  report 
fully  justifies  the  objections  that  had  been  made.  It  shows, 
what  might  indeed  have  been  expected,  that  the  immediate 
and  direct  responsibility  secured  by  the  employment  of  the 
regular  officers  having  charge  of  every  other  branch  of  the 
military  service,  was  wanting  in  this,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  attained  so  long  as  a  person  was  employed  as  super- 
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intendent  who  did  not  feel  his  obligations  to  his  superior 
officers.  System  and  regularity,  in  the  hours  of  labor,  are 
as  essential  in  this  as  in  any  other  workshop.  The  9th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  February  8,  1815,  and  which  section  is 
still  in  force,  places  the  different  public  armories  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  in  order  "  to  ensure 
system  and  uniformity  in  their  operations."  There  were 
officers  of  that  department  who  could  be  spared  from  other 
service  to  fake  charge  of  the  armories,  and  they  were  detail- 
ed for  that  purpose  by  the  head  of  this  Department  who  im- 
mediately preceded  the  present  incumbent.  Believing  this 
arrangement  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and 
finding  its  propriety  confirmed  by  the  evidence  afforded  by 
the  report  already  mentioned,  it  has  been  adhered  to.  The 
office  of  superintendent,  therefore,  has  been  left  vacant  from 
a  consideration  of  its  being  not  only  unnecessary,  but  posi- 
tively injurious  to  the  public  interest;  and  because  the  duties 
of  the  place  could  be  better  discharged  by  officers  already 
in  the  pay  of  the  Government.  The  abolition  of  the  office 
ie  respectfully  recommended. 

Modjjlcation  of  the  law  of  1808. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  suggestion  in  the 
report  of  the  Ordnance  Office,  respecting  a  modification  of 
the  law  of  1808,  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  small  arms 
to  the  several  States.  Great  inequalities  exist,  and  great  in- 
justice is  done  to  many  of  the  States  in  the  present  mode. 
The  recommendations  in  the  report  relating  to  an  increase 
of  force  in  the  office,  and  the  regulation  of  the  pay  of  the 
clerks,  will  doubtless  receive  the  consideration  to  which  they 
are  entitled. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Ordnance  Board  in  revising  and 
amending  the  armament  of  the  troops,  are  stated  in  the  re- 
port. The  advantage  already  derived  from  the  information 
acquired  by  the  officers  who  were  sent  to  Europe  has  evinced 
Ihe  wisdom  of  that  measure. 

TVie  stores  of  GunpoivJer, 

The  danger  to  the  populous  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
stores  of  gunpowder  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  the 
hazard  to  which  those  stores  are  exposed  by  such  contiguity, 
suggested  the  propriety  of  an  inquiry  whether  a  depot  for 
the  reserved  powder,  not  wanted  for  ordinary  use,  might  not 
be  established  in  some  spot  where  it  would  be  as  secure  as 
human  art  could  render  it,  and  where,  in  case  of  explosion, 
the  least  possible  injury  would  be  produced.  A  board  of  of- 
ficers was  accordingly  appointed  to  make  such  inquiry; 
whose  report  is  herewith  submitted,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
measures  suggested  by  them  is  respectfully  recommended. 

Quartermaster  GeneraPs  Report. 

The  Quartermaster  General's  report  exhibits  the  very  ex- 
tensive operations  of  that  Department  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  efficiency  and  energy  with  which  they  have  been 
prosecuted.  They  embrace  so  much  of  detail  as  to  preclude 
an  enumeration  of  them  in  this  paper.  The  various  recom- 
mendations which  are  made  by  the  distinguished  officer  at 
the  head  of  that  Department  will  doubtless  receive  all  the 
consideration  which  is  due  to  the  suggestions  of  great  ex- 
perience and  high  military  talent.  Among  those  which  ap- 
pear to  the  undersigned  as  most  deserving  immediate  atten- 
tion, are  the  following : 

Military  road,  &c. 

The  recommendations  of  a  military  road  within  our  ac- 
knowledged limits;  to  supply  subsistence  and  other  stores 
at  Forts  Kent  and  Fairfield,  in  the  State  of  Maine.  Cir- 
cumstances of  a  peculiar  character  seem  to  demand  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  the  commencement  of  this  work. 

The  establishment  of  a  strong  fort  at  Fort  Brady,  with 
commodious  barracks,  commanding  the  communication  with 
Lake  Superior,  seems  also  indispensable. 

And  a  post  on  the  Missouri  frontier,  south  of  Fort  Lea- 
venworth, is  necessarj-,  in  connexion  with  the  plan  of  de- 
fence for  that  portion  of  our  territory. 

The  propriety  of  commencing  the  erection  of  permanent 


works  in  the  keys  or  on  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  is  strongly- 
presented. 

Of  the  utility  of  opening  and  improving  some,  if  not  all, 
the  interior  communications  mentioned  in  the  report,  at  some 
time,  there  probably  can  be  little  doubt.  Whether  that  time 
has  arrived  will  be  for  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide. 

Delay  in  the  settlement  of  accounts. 

The  delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  officers 
alluded  to  in  the  same  report,  is  unquestionably  a  great  and 
growing  evil.  A  report  from  the  Second  Auditor  has  been 
made,  pursuant  to  a  call  from  this  department,  by  which  it 
appears  that  there  are  1,173  accounts  remaining  in  his  office 
unsettled;  of  which  10  were  presented  prior  to  1839,  4  in 
that  year,  16  in  1840,  and  1,143  in  1841.  A  similar  report 
from  the  Third  Auditor  shows  that  there  are  1,814  accounts 
in  his  office  unsettled  ;  of  which  257  were  presented  prior  to 
1839,373  in  that  year,436  in  1840,  and  738  in  1841.  What- 
ever may  be  the  cause  of  ihis  delay,  which  is  believed  not  to 
be  in  any  want  of  efficiency  in  the  Auditors  or  their  clerks, 
bat  rather  in  the  increased  amount  of  business,  and  the  more 
frequent  calls  for  information,  its  existence  is  most  injurious 
to  the  Government,  and  often  ruinous  to  the  individuals  con- 
cerned. If  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  an  increase  of  force 
in  those  offices,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  necessity  of  its 
prompt  application. 

The  change  in  the  mode  of  accounting  for  property  in 
the  hands  of  officers,  suggested  in  the  same  report  is  earnestly 
recommended,  as  equally  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the 
Government,  and  the  security  of  its  agents.  Such  a  change 
will  do  much  to  diminish  the  labors  of  the  auditors'  offices. 

Claims  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  in  Florida. 

The  claims  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  called  into 
service  in  Florida,  in  1839,  by  the  Governor  of  that  Terri- 
tory, seem  to  be  just.  There  is  a  difficulty,  however,  in  di- 
recting their  payment  by  this  Department,  in  consequence 
of  the  only  ppropriation  on  the  subject— that  made  by  the 
act  of  September  9,  1841— being  by  its  reference  to  the  act 
of  1836,  limited  to  such  militia  as  were  called  into  service 
under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department.  Although 
such  authority  was  given  for  a  larger  number  than  was  ac- 
tually raised,  yet  the  troops  in  question  seem  not  to  have 
been  called  into  service  under  it,  but  under  an  act  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  and  were  not  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States.  The  case  requires  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress,  as  well  to  defray  the  charges  for  subsist- 
ence, as  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  the  troops ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  no  objections  of  a  merely  technical  character  will  pre- 
vent full  justice  being  done  to  the  militia  who  obeyed  the 
call  of  the  Governor. 

Pledge  ^ven  to  the  Creeks  for  their  removal. 

I      The  strong  appeal  made  by  the  Quartermaster  General  to 
the  justice  of  the  country  to  redeem  the  pledge  given  by  him 
[  to  the  C/eeks,  as  a  consideration  for  their  removal  to  the 
i  west,  and  of  their  raising  a  regiment  of  warriors  who  served 
1  faithfully  in  Florida,  cannot  be  resisted  consistently  with  any 
regard  for  those  principles  which  it  is  the  object  of  our  insti- 
tutions to  maintain.     Infidelity  to  our  engagements,  and  a 
refusal  to  remunerate  faithful  service,  will  not  increase  either 
the   confidence   or  respect  of  the  Indians  who  have  relied 
on  our  honor.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  subject  will  be  ex- 
amined, and  full  justice  rendered  by  the  competent  authority. 
The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  construction 
and  improvement  of  the  fortifications  at  the  dififerent  harbors 
on  the  sea-cost  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Engineer.     The  means  for  these  purposes  having  been  ap- 
propriated at  the  extra  session  of  Congress,  but  little  time 
has  been  given  for  their  employment.     Still,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  works  have  been  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  that 
probably  more  than  was  contemplated  has  been  accomplished. 

Defence  of  the  Harbor  of  JVexu  York. 
It  will  be  seen  that  some  of  the  most  important  works  foi 
the  defence  of  the  harbor  of  New  York  cannot  be  continued 
for  want  of  the  appropriations  that  were  recommended 
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the  late  session.  It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  to  the 
protection  of  that  city,  that  prompt  and  decisive  action  should 
be  had  upon  the  subject. 

The  same  report  shows  what  has  been  done  toward  the 
completion  of  the  various  improvements,  and  the  continua- 
tion of  roads  heretofore  undertaken  by  the  Government,  and 
in  charge  of  the  Engineer  Department.  The  want  of  ap- 
propriations has  arrested  these  works,  and  exposed  some  of 
them  to  the  inevitable  injuries  consequent  upon  their  being 
left  in  an  unfinished  state.  Every  consideration  of  policy 
and  justice  seems  to  rei:;uire  that  these  should  no  longer  re- 
main cither  as  memorials  of  any  improvidence  in  under- 
taking tliem,  or  of  an  instability  of  purpose  which  refuses 
to  prosecute  works  of  unquestionable  usefulness.  If  any  of 
them  are  of  such  a  character  that  they  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pleted, they  should  he  discontinued  directly  and  unequivo- 
cally; and  those  which  are  worthy  the  enteiprise  of  a  lil)eral 
and  paternal  Government,  should  be  vigorously  prosecuted 
and  finished, 

JMih'tary  JJcademy  at  JJ'est  Point. 

The  condition  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  is 
exhibited  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  in  that 
of  the  Board  of  Visiters  selected  from  the  dificrent  portions 
of  the  United  States,  to  scrutinize  all  its  affiiirs.  There  is 
great  reason  to  congratulate  the  country  upon  the  success 
which  has  attended  the  persevering  efforts  of  Congress  to 
furnish  the  means  of  military  instruction  to  our  youth,  and 
of  preserving  and  improving  that  science  upon  which  our 
safety  in  war  must  at  all  times  depend.  In  an  age  remark- 
able for  the  extent  to  which  human  inventions,  in  all  de- 
partments have  been  carried,  and  in  which  the  art  of  war 
has  undergone  essential  modifications,  fro.m  the  introduction 
of  new  agents  and  the  improvement  of  those  previously  ex- 
isting, it  would  indeed  be  a  reproach  to  the  intelligence  of 
our  country,  and  a  reflection  upon  the  tendencies  of  our  free 
institutions,  if  we  refused  or  neglected  to  avail  ourselves  of 
the  only  means  by  which  we  can  give  to  tlie  bravery  of  oar 
citizens  the  aid  of  that  science  winch  is  alone  necessary  to 
render  them  equal  to  the  skilful  cohorts  that  may  be  sent  to 
our  shores  by  a  European  nation.  The  time  has  long  since 
passed,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  mere  valor  could  compete 
with  discipline  and  science.  If  education  be  necessary  to 
prepare  for  any  profession,  surely  that  of  arms  cannot  be 
an  exception.  As  it  is,  in  its  nature,  one  that  cannot  derive 
any  support  from  private  interests  or  individual  employment, 
but  is  wholly  public  in  its  uses,  the  provisions  for  acquiring 
it  must  be  made  by  the  Government,  or  it  will  not  be  made 
at  all,  or  not  in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  adequate  to  the 
exigency. 

By  imparting  the  higiiest  degree  of  military  science  to 
the  young  men  who  are  annually  sent  forth  from  the  aca- 
demy, the  country  gains  not  only  a  large  number  of  accom- 
plished individuals,  but  the  information  which  they  possess 
becomes  diffused  among  tbe  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and 
furnishes  aliment  for  the  improvement  of  the  militia.  In- 
deed, that  sure,  ultimate  resource  in  any  conflict  in  which 
we  may  be  engaged  will  be  indebted  for  its  advancement 
more  to  the  establishment  of  an  institution  in  which  the  mili- 
tary knowledge  of  the  world  is  collected,  preserved,  and 
taught,  than  to  any  other  cause.  The  spirit  which  would 
denounce  such  a  reservoir  of  science  and  seminary  of  in- 
struction, would  proscribe  the  books,  the  maps,  charts,  mathe- 
matical instruments,  and  all  other  means  and  appliances  by 
which  the  greatest  amount  of  efficiency  is  given  to  physical 
force  and  intellectual  strength. 

The  improvements  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Visiters, 
which  are  within  the  competency  of  this  Department  will 
receive  the  careful  consideration  to  which  the  high  source 
from  which  they  emanate  entitles  them.  Those  which  de- 
pend on  the  action  of  Congress,  it  is  hoped,  will  rneot  the 
favor  of  that  body.  'J''he  suggestion  that  provision  bo  made 
for  an  additional  instructor,  who  may  relieve  the  chaplain 
from  some  of  his  present  duties,  that  he  may  devote  more 
time  to  the  moral  instruction  of  the  pupils,  will  commend 
itself  to  every  mind  that  reflects  on  the  dangers  to  which 
they  are  exposed  in  consequence  of  their  being  "  separated 


from  the  wholesome  restraints  of  friends  and  kindred,  and 
deprived  of  parental  guidance." 

The  remarks  of  the  Visiters  on  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  new  and  enlarged  barracks,  as  well  for  the  health  as 
the  intellectual  improvement  of  the  cadets,  present  the  sub- 
jects so  strongly  as  not  to  admit  of  any  further  observations 
in  their  support,  except  the  expression  of  the  decided  con- 
currence of  this  Department  in  a  recommendation  that  has 
already  been  strenuously  urged  upon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  course  of  instruction  at  West  Point  is,  however,  im- 
perfect in  one  essential  particular — the  means  of  acquiring 
practical  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  sappers,  miners,  and 
ponfonicrs.  Although  it  is  not  probable  that,  in  any  war  in 
which  this  country  may  be  engaged,  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  attack  many  other  fortifications  than  such  as  may  be  cap- 
tured from  an  enemy  ;  yet,  while  the  knowledge  referred  to 
would  be  indispensable  even  for  such  a  purpose,  the  defence 
of  such  places  equally  requires  that  we  should  understand 
the  means  by  which  they  would  be  assailed,  that  we  may 
be  prepared  to  counteract  them.  But  in  any  warfare  which 
should  he  carried  on  upon  our  territory,  the  most  effectual 
means  of  crossing  streams  by  the  construction  of  bridges, 
or  otherwise,  with  the  greatest  expedition,  of  embarrassing 
an  enemy  in  his  march  or  retreat,  and  of  protecting  our  own 
forces  would  be  elements  of  the  greatest  importance,  and, 
like  all  other  operations  of  human  agency,  they  are  to  be 
improved  and  perfected  only  by  the  combination  of  science 
with  practical  experience.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  these 
considerations,  with  those  so  powerfully  stated  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  those  so  repeatedly  urged  by 
my  predecessors,  will  induce  Congress  to  make  the  necessary 
appropriation  for  the  establishment,  at  West  Point,  of  a  corps 
of  sappers,  miners,  and  pontoniers. 

L'eport  of  the  Jiiireaii  of  TopoDrapldcul  jEngineers. 

The  report  of  the  oiricer  having  charge  of  the  Bureau  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  affords  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  great  ability  and  usefulness  of  that  corps. — 
Having  been  very  recently  organized,  and  not  being 
furnished  with  means  for  any  extensive  operations  until 
within  the  past  year,  its  capacity  and  utility  are  now,  for  the 
first  time,  fully  developed.  The  surveys  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Suwanee,  of  the  boundary  line  between  us  and  Texas, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  Red  River,  and  of  the  Des 
Moines  and  Iowa  livers,  have  been  completed,  while  the 
most  difhcult  part  of  the  boundary  between  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  has  been  finished.  The  surveys  of  the  lakes, 
and  that  of  the  North  Eastern  boundary,  are  in  progress. — 
The  measures  preparatory  to  active  operations  for  the  removal 
of  the  Red  River  raft  are  detailed  in  the  report,  and  that  im- 
portant work  will  be  prosecuted  with  vigor. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  works  for  the  improvement 
of  harbors  already  authorized,  have  been  arranged  into  two 
classes,  first,  those  of  great  importance  and  immediate  neces- 
sity ;  and  second,  those  of  perhaps  equal  importance,  but  in 
respect  to  which  there  are  no  peculiar  circumstances  so  ur- 
gent for  speedy  action  as  in  the  first  class.  The  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding gradually,  with  a  due  regard  to  economy  and  the 
condition  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  reference  to  the  just  and 
equal  claims  of  the  difi'erent  portions  of  the  country,  will,  it 
is  believed,  be  more  likt;ly  to  accomplish  a  greater  amount 
of  the  desired  improvement  than  any  other  mode. 

The  total  estimates  for  the  works  of  the  first  class  is  $575,- 
000,  while  the  very  moderate  sura  of  $j  0,000  is  asked  to 
preserve  those  of  the  second  class  from  decay.  It  should 
not  be  inferred  that  any  intention  exists  of  abandoning  many 
most  valuable  and  important  works,  for  which  no  specific 
estimates  are  submitted.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  recom- 
mendation to  preserve  them,  proceeds  from  a  desire  for  their 
completion  at  the  proper  time,  and  in  due  course,  in  refer- 
rence  to  the  principles  before  stated. 

The  works  for  which  specific  estimates  are  submitted,  are 
upon  the  Atlantic  and  lake  coasts,  of  which  by  far  the  largest 
amount  is  for  the  former. 

While  justice  is  thus  done  to  the  maritime  frontier,  in 
the  improvement  of  its  harbors,  and  in  the  provisions  for  ita 
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military  and  naval  defences,  the  exceedingly  important  and 
rapidly  increasing  commerce  of  the  lalics  is  fairly  entitled  to 
consideration  and  assistance  hy  rendering  accessible  ihe  har- 
bors universally  obstructed  by  natural  im|)eiliments,  and  by 
affording  light-houses  for  a  hazardous  navigation.  At  the 
present  lime,  this  commerce,  based  on  the  productions  of 
seven  Slates  and  one  Territory,  must  annually  exceed  $"25,- 
000, (;00  ;  and  as  it  expands  and  increases  it  will  give  addi- 
tional value  to  the  public  domain,  which  will  soon  add  its 
tributary  streams  to  the  great  tide  of  internal  trade  that  flows 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Atlantic. 

Having  now  two  corps  of  officers,  composed  of  genllemen 
of  the  highest  scientific  acquirements,  combined  with  much 
experience,  there  can  no  longer  be  any  reason  for  making 
appropri;itions  to  improve  harbors  or  rivers,  in  the  absence 
of  full  and  accurate  information  from  those  equally  compe- 
tent and  disinterested.  I  concur,  therefore,  entirely  in  the 
remark  made  by  a  predecessor  in  1839,  that  the  whole  sys- 
tem may  be  brought  into  deserved  disrepute,  unless  exami- 
nations are  directed,  and  reports  had,  previous  to  any  ap- 
propriations for  such  purpose. 

lieporls  of  various  Oncers. 

The  reports  of  the  Paymaster  General  and  the  acting 
Surgeon  General,  show  the  operations  of  those  departments, 
and  the  activitj^  that  prevails  in  them. 

The  report  of  the  Commissary  General  of  subsistence 
exhibits  several  gratifying  results.  The  expense  of  subsist- 
ence will  be  considerably  diminished  the  ensuing  year. — 
There  has  been  great  promptness  in  the  rendering  of  their 
accounts  by  the  disbursing  officers,  and  in  the  settlement  of 
those  of  the  army  and  special  contractors;  and  not  a  cent 
has  been  lost  during  the  year  through  the  regular  disbursing 
officers  of  the  department,  or  its  temporar}'  agents. 

The  Report  of  the  Commissary  of  Purchases  contains 
the  usual  statements  of  the  quantity  of  materials  of  clothing 
on  hand  and  procured  during  the  year,  the  quantity  made 
up,  and  the  balance  remaining;  the  quantity  of  each  of  the 
different  articles  made  up  at  the  clothing  establishment  and 
issued,  and  the  quantity  on  hand;  and  the  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing, and  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage  on  hand  and  pur- 
chased during  the  year,  the  quantity  issued,  and  the  balance 
on  hand.  There  is  also  a  statement  of  the  comparative  cost 
of  the  different  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  lor  the  last  three 
years,  from  which  it  appears  there  has  been  a  reduction  in 
the  cost  of  nearly  all  of  them  during  the  last  year- 

I         Clothinff  bureau  at  JVashington  iUscontimied, 

Deeming  the  establishment  of  a  clothing  bureau  at  the 
city  of  Washington  in  conflict  with  the  provision  of  the  act 
of  May,  1826,  by  which  the  Quartermaster's  department  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  receiving  from  the  purchasing  de- 
partment and  distributing  to  the  ar.'ny  all  clothing,  and  camp 
and  garrison  equipage,  it  has  been  discontinued,  and  its 
business  will  hereafter  be  conducted  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Quartermaster  General.  By  this  arrangement  a  more 
eflectual  accountability  is  secured. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

From  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  it  will 
be  seen  that  during  the  last  year,  the  number  of  pensioners 
on  the  rolls  has  diminished  more  than  one-third,  the  greatest 
proportion  having  occurred  among  the  invalids,  the  revolu- 
tionary pensioners  under  the  act  of  1818,  and  the  widows 
of  certain  persons  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
under  the  act  of  1838.  The  whole  number,  of  all  descrip- 
tions, on  the  rolls  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  was 
forty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The 
whole  number  at  present  is  twenty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one,  of  whom  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
five  are  invalids ;  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  receive  pensions  under  the  act  of  I81S  ;  four  hundred 
and  thirty-six  under  the  act  of  1828;  sixteen  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-two  under  the  act  of  18o'2  ;  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  three  under  the  act  of  1836  ; 
and  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  widows  under  the  act  of 
1888. 


The  vexatious  operation  of  the  act  of  1 838,  which  re- 
quires pensions,  unclaimed  for  eight  months,  to  be  returned 
to  the  Treasury,  has  heretofore  been  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  and  I  cannot  but  concur  in  the  re- 
commendation for  its  repeal. 

TVcunded  Cherokee  Indians. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  attention  to  the  case  of  the 
wounded  Cherokee  Indians,  to  \vhom  the  faith  of  the  nation 
was  pledged  by  the  I4th  article  of  the  treaty  wah  the  Chero- 
kccs,  of  the  29lh  December,  1 835,  to  provide  pensions  to  such 
as  were  engaged  on  the  side  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  the  Southern  tribes  of  Indians, 
and  who  were  woundt  d  in  such  service.  The  few  who  re- 
main have  applied  in  vain  to  the  Pension  Office  for  the 
promised  remuneratiL-n  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  justice, 
although  tardy,  will  now  be  rendered  to  them, 

lieport  of  the  Bounty  Land  Office. 

From  the  report  of  the  late  first  clerk  of  the  Bounty  Land 
Office,  it  appears  that  about  twenty  claims  of  warrants,  for 
revolutionary  services,  have  been  filed  and  duly  established 
since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1840,  on  which  day  the  last 
law  for  extending  the  time  for  issuing  warrants  of  the  class 
expired  ;  and  that  one  hundred  and  fourteen  claims  for  war- 
rants on  account  of  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  have  been  deposited  and  established,  although 
the  act  authorizing  such  warrants  expired  on  the  26th  day 
of  May,  1839.  By  the  report  from  the  same  officer,  for  the 
year  ending  oOth  September,  1839,  it  appears  that  thirteen 
claims  of  a  similar  character  were  presented  and  substanti- 
ated in  that  year,  after  the  expiration  of  the  act ;  and  by  a  like 
report,  for  the  year  1840,  it  appears  that  seventy-six  claims, 
were  exhibited  and  established  during  that  year,  under  the 
same  expired  act,  making  the  total  number  thus  established, 
up  to  the  15th  of  November  last,  two  hundred  and  three. — 
The  authority  for  issuing  these  warrants  having  expired,  it 
is  difficult  to  perceive  on  what  ground  the  claims  have  been 
received  and  investigated,  or  the  legal  validity  of  any  proofs 
that  may  have  been  taken  since  that  authority  ceased.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  claims  for  services  rendered  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  attention  of  Congress  hav- 
ing been  repeatedly  called  to  the  fact,  that  the  laws  on  the 
subject  of  both  these  descriptions  of  claims  had  become  ob- 
solete, and  no  act  reviving  them  having  been  passed,  the 
utility  of  maintaining  a  distinct  bureau  for  their  examination 
was  not  perceived  ;  and  whatever  business  remains  to  be 
done,  has  been  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  wilh  his  assent. 

Insecurity  and  inconvenience  of  the  Buildings. 

It  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  to  omit  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  subject  to  which  it  has  been  so  often 
invited  by  a  predecessor  in  this  Department,  namely,  the  in- 
security and  inconvenience  of  the  buildings  in  which,  for  the 
want  of  room  in  the  War  Office,  the  officers  of  the  Pay- 
master General,  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau,  of  the  Chief  Mili- 
tary Engineer  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  Pensions  are  kept.  Models,  surveys,  maps,  re- 
ports, and  various  documents  of  incalculable  value,  belong- 
ing to  those  bureaus,  are  imminently  exposed.  Some  im- 
mediate provision  for  a  suitable  building  seems  indispen- 
sable. 

Purchase  of  the  Island  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peter's 
and  Mississippi  Rivers. 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  February  13, 
1839,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  authorized  to  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  the  island  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peter's 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  to  report  his  proceedings  to  Con- 
gress, subject  to  their  approbation  or  rejection.  On  the  12lh 
March,  1839,  the  contract  was  made  and  the  sum  of  ?12-,- 
000  agreed  to  be  paid.  As  the  property  is  deemed  neces- 
sary for  military  pur|)Oses,  being  adjacent  to  Fort  Snellin», 
an  estimate  tor  an  appropriation  lor  its  purchase  has  been 
submitted,  in  a  form  which  will  relieve  the  subject  of  all  dif- 
ficulty respecting  the  title  to  the  land,  by  leaving  it  to  the 
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proper  department  to  ascertain  the  persons  entitled  to  the 
purchase  money.  A  communication  of  my  immediate  pre- 
decessor to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  2d  September,  1841,  will  famish  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  in  the  possession  of  this  Department. 

JVational  ^rmori/. 

Pursuant  to  the  appropriation  in  the  act  of  September  9, 
1841,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  selecting  a  suitable  site 
on  the  western  waters  for  the  establishment  of  a  national 
armory,  a  board  of  jfficers,  consisting  of  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  Armistead,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Long,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  and  Surgeon  General  Lawson.  has 
been  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  examinations.  They 
are  now  engaged  in  that  duty,  and  their  report  on  the  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  you,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  received. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  pre- 
sents much  valuable  information  concerning  the  very  impor- 
tant matters  in  charge  of  that  Bureau.  The  absence  of  the 
Commissioner  in  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty,  when  the  un- 
dersigned was  called  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  for 
some  time  afterward,  together  with  the  very  short  time  al- 
lowed for  the  examination  and  consideration  of  the  various 
and  complicated  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  will  ac- 
count for  the  omission,  in  this  report,  of  views  and  opinions 
which  might  be  otherwise  expected.  Believing  it  to  be  a  branch 
of  the  public  service  requiring  peculiar  attention  and  mature 
deliberation,  it  will  not  cease  to  engage  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  improve  its  administration,  and  promote  the  in- 
terests of  the  helpless  people  who  are  the  objects  of  its  care ; 
and,  if  occasion  should  require  any  suggestions  for  those 
purposes,  they  will  hereafter  be  the  subject  of  a  special  re- 
port. 

Indian  Treaties  and  Claims. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  President  and  Senate  to 
the  treaty  with  the  Miami  tribe,  were  assented  to  by  them 
in  the  month  of  June  last;  thus  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  throughout  the  whole  State  of  Indiana.  An 
arrangement  has  also  been  made  with  the  Saganaw  Indians, 
by  which  certain  omissions  in  the  treaty  of  1837  have  been 
supplied,  and  the  cession  of  their  lands  intended  to  be  em- 
braced in  it,  has  been  completed. 

Treaty  tvith  the  Sioux, 

Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  a  treaty  has  been 
concluded  with  some  of  the  bands  of  the  Sioux,  for  lands, 
not  included  in  any  previous  negotiation,  and  another  has 
been  made  with  the  half-breeds  of  the  Sioux,  for  a  cession 
of  the  lands  set  apart  to  them  by  the  9lh  article  of  the  treaty 
held  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1830. 

A  treaty  is  now  negotiating  with  the  Wyandots  for  their 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  soon 
be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  attempt  to  negotiate  with 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  has  utterly  failed.  As  the  causes  of  this 
failure  are  believed  to  be  temporary,  or  such  as  may  be  re- 
moved by  arrangements  with  other  tribes,  a  renewed  effort 
will  be  made  when  a  propitious  occasion  shall  offer. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  the  information  respecting  the 
state  of  the  Indian  schools  is  so  scanty  and  imperfect.  Few 
subjects  commend  themselves  more  strongly  to  all  our  sym- 
pathies as  men  and  Christians,  than  the  education  and  civi- 
lization of  the  Indian  tribes ;  and,  so  far  as  depends  on  this 
Department,  the  obligations  resulting  from  the  provisions 
made  in  various  treaties  for  that  purpose,  and  from  the  ap- 
propriations by  Congress,  shall  be  faithfully  discharged. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  to  revive  the 
investigation  into  the  claims  arising  under  the  14th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  and  that  proposing 
that  authority  should  be  given  for  the  sale  of  lands  at  once, 
upon  their  being  ceded,  on  which  buildings  have  been  erect- 
ed, or  improvements  have  been  made  by  the  United  States, 
are  respectfully  commended  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 


.Accounts  of  Disbursing  .ffgents. 

The  condition  of  the  accounts  of  the  disbursing  agents 
demands  prompt  attention.  There  appear  to  be  large  ba- 
lances against  some  of  those  agents,  who  are  supposed  to  be 
entitled  to  credits  of  equal  amounts  for  expenditures,  but 
which  credits  cannot  be  allowed  under  existing  laws,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sums  thus  expended  being  taken  from  other 
funds.  Some  law  like  that  suggested  by  the  Commissioner, 
authorizing  transfers  of  appropriations,  seems  indispensable; 
and  the  interest  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  the  agents, 
requires  that  it  should  be  passed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Intrusion  on  Indian  Lands. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  execute  the  act  of  1S34,  in 
relation  to  intrusions  on  Indian  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  sale  of  liquor  and  unlicensed  trading,  which  it 
is  hoped  may  prove  successful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 
To  the  President. 


Report  of  the  Postanastcr  Gcnral. 

Post  Office  Depahtmest,  ^ 
December  2,  1841.      i 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  reporting  to  you  the  condi- 
tion of  the  General  Post  Office,  I  have  to  regret  that  my  re- 
cent induction  into  office  will  prevent  me  from  giving  you 
that  full  development  at  this  time  so  necessary  to  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  the  various  and  extended  operations  of  a  De- 
partment so  important  and  interesting  to  every  class  of  our 
fellow-citizens. 

Unlike  the  other  Departments  of  Government,  which  de- 
rive their  support  from  the  national  Treasury,  the  General 
Post  Office  looks  for  the  means  to  continue  and  extend  its 
operations  to  the  income  derived  alone  from  a  successful  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws  prescribing  its  duties  and  privileges. 

The  General  Post  Office,  at  first  almost  the  creature  of 
administrative  discretion,  necessarily  so  remains,  to  a  great 
degree,  at  the  present  time.  In  its  infancy,  it  required  the 
constant  and  vigilant  superintendence  of  its  head  to  direct 
its  affairs  in  such  manner  as  to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  use- 
fulness, commensurate  with  tire  increase  and  extent  of  popu- 
lation and  business.  Equal,  if  not  greater,  vigilance  is  de- 
manded at  the  present  day. 

It  is  to  be  desired  that,  in  the  general  administration  of  the 
Government,  as  little  of  discretion  as  possible  should  be  left 
with  those  charged  with  public  trusts  ;  and  I  regret  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  details  of  the  Department,  at  this  time, 
is  so  limited  as  not  to  qualify  me  to  suggest  more  specifically 
those  improvements  in  the  laws  pertaining  to  it,  whereby 
much  of  that  discretion,  heretofore  exercised,  might  be  re- 
strained and  profitably  regulated  by  legislative  enactments. 
The  propriety  of  these  remarks  will  be  fully  demonstrated  by 
a  recurrence  to  the  history  of  the  Post  Office  operations,  from 
their  commencement  to  the  present  time. 

History  of  the  Post  Office  operations. 

In  1790,  the  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United 
States  did  not  exceed  seventy-five  ;  the  number  of  miles  of 
post  road,  1 ,875 ;  the  revenue,  $37,936 ;  the  expenditure, 
5J32,140.  In  1840,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  riumber 
of  post  offices  in  the  United  States  was  13,488  ;  the  number 
of  miles  of  post  road,  155,739;  the  gross  revenue  for  the 
same  year  was  $4,539,265,  and  the  expenditure  was  $4,759,- 
>10.  The  necessity  of  guarding,  as  far  as  practicable,  by 
specific  legislation,  such  an  amount  of  income  and  expendi- 
ture, and  the  duties  and  liabilities  of  so  many  agents,  must 
be  apparent. 

As  has  already  been  remarked,  the  original'  design  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  that  its  in- 
come should  be  made  to  sustain  its  operations.  That  prin- 
ciple  ought  never  to  be  abandoned.  Whilst  the  Department 
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should  not  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  nation, 
it  should  never  become  an  annual  charge  to  its  Treasury. 

Financial  Condition. 

Upon  assuming  the  discharpe  of  the  duties  pertaining  to 
the  office  of  Postmaster  General,  my  first  object  was  to  in- 
vestigate its  financial  condition  ;  and  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  inform  you  that  I  did  not  find  it  in  that  prosperous  state 
which  the  demands  upon  it  require. 

The  income  of  this  Department  is  always  liable  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  fluctuations  of  the  business  of  the  country. — 
It  is  increased  or  depressed  in  proportion  to  the  increase  or 
depression  of  that  business. 

Besides  this  cause  of  fluctuation  in  its  income,  other  causes 
of  a  reduction,  more  or  less  in  every  year,  may  be  found  in 
the  increased  facilities  which  the  travel  upon  railroads  and 
steamboats  furnishes  for  the  transmission  of  letters  and  news- 
papers by  private  conveyance  ;  secondly,  in  the  great  exten- 
sion, to  say  nothing  of  the  abuse,  of  the  franking  privilege; 
thirdly,  in  the  recent  establishment  of  what  are  called  pri- 
vate expresses,  upon  the  great  mail  routes  of  the  United 
States ;  fourthly,  in  the  frauds  practised  upon  the  Depart- 
ment, in  evading,  by  various  devices,  the  payment  of  the 
postage  imposed  by  law.  While  all  these  causes  operate  to 
lessen  the  revenue  of  the  Department,  the  expenses  of  trans- 
porting the  mail  are  not  afTecled  or  lessened  by  them ;  and 
I  respectfully  suggest  whether  the  evils  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred do  not  deserve  the  serious  attention  of  Congress,  so 
far  as  to  call  for  some  more  specific  legislation,  whereby 
they  may  be  removed  or  suppressed. 

The  total  gross  revenue  ojf  the  Post  Office  for  the  fiscal 
year  commencing  on  the  1st  of  July,  1840,  and  terminating 
on  the  30th  June,  1841,  was  $4,579,217  78  ;  the  total  ex- 
penditure for  the  same  time  was  $4,5(i7,23S  39.  In  this 
year  the  expenditures  exceeded  the  revenue  by  the  sum  of 
$\ii7,920  61.  A  statement  of  the  expenditures,  more  in 
detail,  will  in  due  time,  as  required  by  law,  be  reported  to 
Congress. 

The  precise  income  and  expenditure  of  the  General  Post 
Oflfice  cannot  be  known  in  any  one  year,  until  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  and  the  settlements  of  all  accounts  have  been 
completed.  Consequently,  any  statement  of  expenditure 
and  income,  for  the  present  year,  is  liable  to  the  fluctuations 
and  changes  always  incident  to  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
service.  | 

The  expenditure  and  income  of  the  Department  for  the  ' 
current  year  may,  upon  estimate,  be  stated  in  round  numbers  i 
as  follows : 
Total  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  post-  j 

ages,  fines,  and  all  other  sources §4,380,000 


Expense  of  mail  transportation 

Commission  to  postmasters,  if  the  rates  of  per 
centage  remain  unchanged  ^ 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters 

Incidental  expenses,  including  blanks,  station- 
ery, printing,  &c 


Total  estimated  expenditure 
Total  estimated  income .... 


3,145,000 

1,015,000 
20,000 

310,000 

4,490,000 
4,380,000 

$110,000 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  probable  amount  of  expen- 
diture will  exceed  the  amount  of  revenue,  as  estimated,  by 
S 11 0.000. 

With  this  deficit  presenting  itself  so  palpably  to  my  mind, 
I  have  essayed  to  ir.fuse  into  the  a<i ministration  of  the  ser-  \ 
vice  a  rigid  economy  ;  yet,  with  all  the  savings  which  it  may 
be  possible  to  make  by  the  most  rigid  economy,  I  am  s  itis- 
ficd  the  expenditure  cannot  be  reduced  within  the  income, 
without  either  reducing  the  transportation  of  the  mail  below 
the  just  wants  of  tlie  ommunity,  or  in  some  other  mode  in- 
creasing the  revenue  of  the  Department. 

To  continue  the  present  amount  of  service,  and  extend  it 
with  the  growth  and  spread  of  our  population,  particularly 
in  the  West,  the  present  revenu*,  with  its  former  charges, 
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is  evidently  inadequate;  and  a  reduction  of  that  service 
greatly  below  its  present  standard  would  have  to  take  place, 
unless  Congress  make  an  appropriation  from  the  public 
Treasury,  which  I  neither  ask  nor  desire  to  see  made. 

Upon  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  with  a  perfect 
sense  of  the  delicate  responsibility  assumed,  I  have  felt  my- 
self imperiously  called  upon  to  exercise  a  power  vested  by 
the  act  of  1825  in  the  Postmaster  General,  and  have  re-ad- 
justed the  commissions  heretofore  allowed  to  deputy  post- 
masters. By  this  regulation,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
there  will  be  added  to  the  nett  annual  income  of  the  Depart- 
ment about  $1CO,000.  I  thought  it  better  to  do  this  than 
either  to  ask  Congress  for  an  appropriation  or  to  reduce  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  below  the  just  wants  of  the  com- 
munity. 

When  it  is  known  that  this  reduction  has  been  made  to 
enable  the  Department  to  send  intelligence  among  the  peo- 
ple, by  continuing  and  extending  mail  facilities,  and  not  in 
a  spirit  of  parsimonious  economy,  the  liberal  and  enlighten- 
ed of  all  sections  will,  I  am  persuaded,  approve  what  has 
been  done  ;  and  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  believe  that  those 

j  whom  it  roost  immediately  aS'ects  will  view  it  in  an  illiberal 
spirit. 

I  Should  Congress,  however,  not  approve  of  this  measure, 
they  will  have  it  in  their  power,  before  the  order  lakes  effect, 
to  arrest  its  force;  and  will  no  doubt  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  to  require  the  reduction  of  mail  service,  or  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  paying  the  balance  which  will  be  due  to 
contractors  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  annexed  report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment will  exhibit  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  adjustment  and  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  postmas- 
ters since  the  4th  of  March  last. 

.Adjustment  and  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  Post' 
masters. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  among  14,000  deputy  postmasters 
(appointed  generally  without  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
individuals  or  their  secuiities)  there  will  be  found  some  who 
will  prove  faithless  to  their  trusts,  and  whose  securities  are 
not  good  for  the  amount  due  the  Department.  In  view  of 
this,  I  have  instituted  a  rigid  inquiry,  not  only  into  the  fit- 
ness and  business  qualifications  of  the  postmasters,  but  the 
solvency  of  their  securities,  from  which  the  best  results  may 
be  anticipated.  Ttiis  operation,  performed  in  part  by  the 
special  agents  of  the  Department,  under  the  letter  of  mstruc- 
tions  annexed,  and  the  prompt  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
all  postmasters,  will  more  effectually  guard  the  Department 
from  losses  by  defaulting  postmasters. 

Reduction  of  the  postage  upon  letters  and  nev/spapera. 

The  reduction  of  the  postage  upon  letters  is  a  subject 
which  has  engaged  the  public  attention  for  years,  and  is  one 
of  great  interest  to  the  whole  community. 

It  is  contended  by  many,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to 
respectful  consideration,  that  the  reduction  of  postage  would 
give  an  increase  of  revenue.  Without  undertaking  to  dis- 
cuss this  question  at  present,  I  am  not  prepared,  trom  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  Department,  to  recommend 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  as  now  fixed  by  law,  but 
invito  a  modification  of  them  so  far  as  to  make  them  con- 
form more  generally  to  the  smaller  coin  of  the  United  States, 
and  solicit  a  revision  of  the  laws  regulating  the  postage  on 
newspapers.  I  do  not  desire  that  the  rates  of  postage  on 
newspapers  proper  should  be  increased,  though  mudi  might 
be  saved  to  the  Department  if  the  principle  of  prc-p.  stage 
was  ajiplied  to  uewsfjapers,  provided  sucli  rpgulaiiuii  was 
deeHied  acceptable  to  public  opinion.  I  must,  l.owcvi-r,  earn- 
estly invite  your  attention,  and  hope  you  will  call  that  of 
Congress,  to  the  necessity  of  the  enactment  of  some  law  by 
which  a  just  discrimination  may  be  rnadi*  in  the  impocitiou 
of  postage  on  nowspaper-s  firoper  and  thore  mainnioth  pe- 
riodicals which  assume  the  shape  and  name  of  newsp.iprrs, 
but  which  are,  in  fact,  the  re  publicaj.-.n  of  l;o<)ks.  reviews, 
and  novels,  sent  through  the  post  office,  not  always  to  sub- 
scribers, but  in  large  masses  t »  agents,  to  ven.J  in  the  rrsar- 
ket«  of  the  more  distant  cities,  towns  and  villages,  which 
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greatly  increase  the  size  and  weight  of  the  mails  anJ  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation,  without  a  corresponding  remunera- 
tion to  the  Department.  The  great  number  of  these  large 
publications  which  have  been  sent  by  the  mail  from  Balti- 
more to  Wheeling  has  mainly  contributed  to  the  frequent 
irregularities  of  the  Western  mails  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  I  respectfully  inquire  whether  it  is  just  that  the 
United  States  mail  shall  be  compelled  to  transport  one  of 
these  papers,  weighing  nearly  a  pound,  for  a  cent  and  a  half 
from  Boston  or  New  York  to  Louisville,  Ky.  to  a  factor,  to 
sell  for  the  benefit  of  the  publisher,  while  the  letter  of  friend- 
ship or  of  business  is  taxed  with  twenty-five  cents  postage 
between  the  same  points. 

Private  expresses  for  the  carriiingof  letters  &c  ,  upon 
post  roads. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  establishment  of  what  are 
called  private  expresses,  for  the  carrying  of  letters,  packages 
and  newspapers,  upon  the  post  roads  of  the  United  States,  for 
pay  and  compensation,  as  one  cause  tending  greatly  to  the 
reduction  of  the  revenue  of  the  department.  I  must  beg 
leave  again  to  bring  the  subject  more  particularly  to  your  no- 
tice, under  a  hope  that  you  will  invite  that  of  Congress  to 
the  necessity  of  some  further  legislation,  more  eflectually  to 
protect  the  interests  and  the  rights  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  its  Post  Office  Department. 

If  there  is  any  grant  of  exclusive  power  to  Congress  upon 
which  all  unite  in  opinion,  it  is  the  power  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  ;  and  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  as  an 
admitted  principle,  that  when  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of 
that  power,  has  established  a  post  road,  the  right  of  a  Slate, 
or  the  individuals  of  a  State,  to  establish  lines  of  transporta- 
tion, for  letters,  packages  and  newspapers,  upon  and  over  the 
same  roads,  for  compensation,  cannot  be  successfully  main- 
tained. 

How  far  this  usurped  power  has  been  exercised  by  indi- 
viduals, and  to  what  extent,  I  am  not  fully  informed;  but  the 
information  communicated  to  the  department,  induced  me  to 
avail  myself  of  the  services  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  while  on  a  temporary  visit  of  business  to  Philadel- 
phia, to  collect  and  report  to  me  such  information  upon  the 
subject  as  his  other  engagements  would  permit ;  and  I  have 
the  honor  now  to  submit  to  you  his  report. 

..Amount  of  mail  service  for  the  year. 

Another  report  from  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, liereavith  submitted,  will  present  you  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  mail  service  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  I8il,  and  the  rate  of  cost  for  the  same  in  each 
State  and  Territory,  distinguishing  between  each  character 
of  service.  By  this  report  it  will  appear  that  the  United 
States  mail  was  transported  on  railroads  and  steamboats 
3,946,450  miles,  at  the  cost  of  $585,843  ;  on  horse  and  in 
Bulkeys  12,f.88,S62  miles  at  a  cost  of  $781,807  ;  in  stages 
and  coaches  18,961, 'SI 3  miles,  at  the  cost  of  $1,791,635  ; 
making  a  total  aggregate  of  annual  transportation  of  34,996,- 
525  miles,  at  the  rate  of  cost  of$3, 159^375. 

Hailroads,  &c. 

The  act  of  18S8,  declares  that  "  each  railroad  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  which  now  is.  or  hereafter  may 
be  completed  shall  be  n  post  road  ;"  and  in  that  law,  and  the 
act  of  1839,  provisions  limiting  the  amount  beyond  ivhich 
the  Postmaster  General  is  prohibited  from  paying  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  on  railways  will  be  found. 

Contracts  with  railroad  Companies. 

Great  embarrassments  to  the  department  have  arisen  in  the 
making  of  contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  with 
many  of  the  railroad  companies,  under  the  laws  now  in  force. 
These  embarrassments  arise  mainly  from  two  causes :  the 
one,  that  the  price  which  the  department  is  enabled  to  pay, 
vvli*ther  in  reference  to  its  means  or  the  maximum  fixed  by 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  has  been  deemed  inadequate  by 
many  of  the  principal  companies.  The  other  arises  from  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  companies  to  run 
bj  a  schedule  prescribed  by  the  department ;  preferring  to 


run  at  such  times  as  will  best  suit  the  travel  upon  the  road; 
regarding,  as  it  is  natural  for  them  to  do,  the  carrying  of  the 
mail  as  secondary  to  the  transportation  of  passengers.  The 
latter  evil  has  been  particularly  felt  in  the  great  Southern 
mail,  on  its  transit  from  Washington  city  to  New  York,  The 
mail  going  south  from  New  York  is  necessarily  thrown  upon 
the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  railroad  in  the  night,  between 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  ;  and  the  Southern  mail  for  New 
York  is  compelled  to  lie  over  twelve  hours  in  Baltimore,  un- 
less the  Philadelphia  company  can  be  induced  to  run  that 
trip  also  in  the  night.  This  they  have  declined  doing,  unless 
the  department  would  pay  them  a  compensation  greater  than 
is  authorized  by  the  laws  of  Congress.  Under  a  hope  that 
some  arrangement  could  be  made — to  last  during  the  session 
of  Congress,  if  no  longer — I  addressed  to  the  Presidents  of 
the  railroad  companies  concerned  in  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  between  the  city  of  Washington  and  New  York  a 
letter,  a  cojiy  of  which,  and  the  report  of  the  First  Assistant 
Postmaster  General  upon  this  subject,  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

An  anxious  desire  to  effect  some  permanent  arrangement 
with  the  railroad  companies  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
upon  a  basis  which  shall  be  both  just  and  uniform,  consider- 
ing the  nature  of  the  service  performed  by  each,  induced  me 
to  invite  a  meeting  of  the  presidents  of  the  different  compa- 
nies, in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  1st  of  January  next; 
and  I  am  gratified  at  the  prompt  manner  in  which  all  who 
have  been  heard  from,  have  consented  to  attend,  and  a  hope 
is  cherished  that  some  arrangement,  satisfactory  to  all  parties 
and  beneficial  to  the  public,  may  yet  be  effected, 

Purchase  of  the  right  to  transport  the  mail  in  the  cars  of 
Jiailroad  Co7npanies. 

The  improved  mode  of  intercommunication  by  railroad 
and  steam,  operating  under  chartered  rights  granted  by  the 
States,  and  over  which  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  General 
Government,  much  less  the  Post  Office  Department,  can  ex- 
ercise any  control,  imposes  upon  Congress,  in  my  opinion, 
new  duties  and  obligations,  which  can  only  be  cancelled  by 
the  adoption  of  some  measure  whereby  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment may,  upon  adequate  consideration,  secure  by  com- 
pact the  right  to  transport  the  mail  in  the  cars  of  railroad 
companies,  and  at  the  same  time,  give  to  the  department  the 
power  to  control  the  departure  and  arrival  of  the  same. 

There  is  now  paid  to  the  different  railroad  companies,  an- 
nually, over  $400,000  for  the  service,  without  power  in  the 
department  to  regulate  the  travel,  arrival  and  departure  of 
the  mail;  and  constant  and  frequent  difficulties,  both  in 
entering  into,  and  the  execution  of  contracts,  are  presented. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  present  was  a  most  favor- 
able period  for  the  adoption  of  some  measure  by  Congress, 
whereby  to  secure  to  the  United  States  the  right  to  transport 
the  mail  upon  these  roads  in  all  time  to  come,  free  of  any 
annual  charge  upon  the  Post  Office  Department,  by  the  ad- 
vancement of  a  sum  in  gross,  which  may  be  agreed  upon,  to 
each  of  these  companies,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  willing 
to  contract.  Many  of  the  railroad  companies,  and  some  of 
them  constituting  most  important  links  in  the  great  chain  of 
intercommunication  between  Boston  and  Charleston,  owing 
to  the  great  derangement  of  the  monetary  concerns  of  the 
world,  and  the  depression  of  all  State  and  company  stocks, 
find  themselves  laboring  under  embarrassments  and  difficul- 
ties, which  the  aid  of  the  General  Government,  applied  in  the 
way  proposed,  would  effectually  remove,  and  at  the  same 
time  secure  to  the  United  States  the  advantage  and  the  am- 
ple equivalent  of  transporting  the  mail  upon  these  roads. 

The  credit  of  the  United  States  to  an  amount  not  greater 
than  the  sum  necessary  to  produce,  at  five  per  cent,  interest, 
the  amount  paid  by  the  Post  Office  Department  to  these 
companies  annually,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  sufficient  to 
accomplish  this  desirable  end.  The  prompt  and  favorable 
action  of  Congress  upon  this  subject  at  the  present  time 
would  etFcctually  secure  the  Government  against  the  danger 
of  being  called  upon  for  occasional  and  large  appropriations 
to  meet  the  balances  due  by  the  department. 

Do  I  ask  the  United  States  to  do  more  for  the  Post  Office 
Department  than  justice  would  seem  to  demand,  especially 
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when  it  is  remembered  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  government,  and  the  public  and  private 
correspondence  of  those  entitled  by  law  to  the  franking  privi- 
lege, is  sustained  and  paid  by  a  tax  upon  the  correspondence 
of  the  community  T  If  by  this  arrangement  the  department 
is  relieved  from  the  heavy  annual  charge  as  now  rated,  (and 
it  has  neither  the  power  to  lessen  it,  nor  to  prevent  its  in- 
crease,) it  may  be  hoped  that  the  object  so  much  demanded 
by  considerations  of  public  justice,  (that  of  reducing  the  tax) 
upon  the  friendly  and  business  correspondence  of  individuals 
will  be  attained,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  usefulness  of 
the  public  mail  greatly  enlarged  and  extended  to  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  hitherto  measurably  denied  the  necessary 
mail  facilities. 

If  the  Government  was  required  to  pay  postage  upon  of- 
ficial correspondence,  and  if  the  franking  privilege  was  abol- 
ished or  reduced  to  proper  limits,  the  revenue  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  increased  to  an  amount  sufficient  of  itself  to 
pay  the  interest  upon  the  debt  to  be  incurred  by  the  pro- 
posed arrangement,  and  liquidate  the  principal  in  less  than 
thirt}'  years. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  President  the  propriety  of  com- 
municating to  Congress  the  views  which  I  entertain  and  have 
here  expressed  upon  this  subject. 

Embarrassments  to  free  transit  of  mail  over  Cumberland 
road  in  Virginia. 

Some  embarrassments  to  the  free  transit  of  the  United 
States  mail  coaches  over  that  part  of  the  Cumberland  road 
which  lies  within  the  Umits  of  the  State  of  Virginia  have 
been  experienced  during  the  present  year,  incident  to  a  right 
assumed  by  the  authorities  of  that  State  to  impose  a  tax  upon 
the  coach  transporting  the  mail.  1 

In  the  act  of  Congress  proposing   a  cession  of  all  right 
which  the  United  States  claimed  over  said  road,  upon  certain 
conditions,  to  the  States  through  which  it  passed,  it  was  ex-  ' 
pressly  provided  that  no  toll  upon  the  stages,  coaches.  &c. 
conveying  the  United  States  mail  should  be  imposed.  With 
this,  among  other  reservations  and  exceptions,  the  States  of 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  accepted  the 
cession  and  assumed  the  control  over  so  much  of  the  road 
as  is  within  their  respective  territories.     It  appears  that,  by  '■ 
a  subsequent  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  so  much  of  the 
act,  by  which  she  accepted  the  road,  exempting  the  stage, 
coach,  &c.  conveying  the  United  States  mail  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tolls,  was  repealed,  and  a  tax  was  authorized  to  be, 
and  was,  imposed  upon  the  same.     Without  detaining  yon 
with  a  further  narrative  upon  this  subject,  I  submit  the  let- 
ters and  correspondence  of  the  Department  in  relation  there- 
to, and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same.     Though  ' 
the  amount  charged  and  exacted  at  the  single  gate  in  Vir-  j 
ginia  is  inconsiderable,  yet,  if  she  have  the  right  to  impose  j 
the  toll,  the  other  States  have  an  equal  right,  and  will,  most ' 
unquestionably,  assert  it;    and  thus  an  additional  annual 
burden  of  near  $9,000  will  be  added  to  the  transportation  of 
the  United  States  mail  over  that  road,  which  is  already  the 
most  expensive  mail-coach  service  in  the  United  States.        j 

It  is  proper  I  should  inform  you  that  the  prosecution  in- 
stituted against  the  agent  of  Virginia,  before  I  was  called  to 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  Department,  for  obstruct- 
ing the  passage  of  the  United  States  mail  on  said  road,  by 
closing  the  toll-gate  against  the  free  passage  of  the  coach 
conveying  the  mail,  has,  upon  my  suggestion,  been  sus- 
pended for  the  present,  under  a  hope  that,  upon  a  full  re- 
presentation of  this  subject,  by  the  proper  authority,  to  the 
State  of  Virginia,  all  cause  of  difficulty  might  be  removed, 
without  the  necessity  of  a  penal  prosecution. 

Report  of  the  Chief  Clerk.  j 

I  submit,  for  your  information,  the  report  of  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  reference  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  appropriation,  made  at  the  extra  session  of  Con-  j 
gress,  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  contractors  and  others,  for  ser-  j 
vices  rendered  prior  to  the  3 1st  of  .March,  1811.  j 

There  are  other  matters  of  detail,  connected  with  the  ser- ' 
vice  of  this  Department,  which  by  law  are  required  to  be  re- 


ported to  Congress  ;  and  it  is  therefore  deemed  inexpedient 
to  bring  them  particularly  to  your  notice  in  this  communi- 
cation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respectful  consideration,  your 
obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  WICKLIFFE. 


The  Boston  Mnrket« 


The  Yankee  Farmer  estimates  the  amount  of  produce  an- 
nually sold  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  at  $9,000,000,  viz  : 
Pork,  $3,750,000;  Beef  $1,750,000;  Butter,  $600,000; 
Vegetables  and  Fruit,  $500,000  ;  Mutton,  $300,000  ;  Fish, 
$3C0,00U;  Poultry,  $270,000;  Cheese,  $250,000;  Eggs, 
(2Q00  dozen  per  dav,  averaging  17  cents  per  dozen,)  $117,- 
000;  Veal,  $6,300.' 


:  Corrections  in  the  Census  Tables,  1840. 

I  On  page  222  we  published  an  aggregate  of  the  Census  of 
1840,  and  on  pages  232-3-4-5  the  tables  in  detail.  Since 
then  by  an  act  of  September  1,  1S41,  the  Marshal  of  Mary- 

j  land  was  authorized  to  take  the  Census  of  Montgomery  Co. 
Maryland  again — some  errors  or  omissions  having  occurred 
in  that  county.  The  result  of  which  has  been  an  increase 
of  787  in  the  population  of  the  whole  State.  We  have  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  this  return,  and  of  the  general  Census  ai 
corrected  thereby,  which  is  now  inserted  below,  by  which  th« 

j  tables  on  pages  232-3-4-5,  before  published,  may  be  correct- 
ed. The  1st  table  shows  the  totals  for  Maryland  which  takes 
the  place  in  the  line  of  the  general  table  pages  232,  «fcc., 
opposite  "  Maryland;"  and  the  second  table  shows  the  cor- 
rected totals  of  the  different  columns  of  the  tables  on  pages 
23'2,  &c.  instead  of  the  amounts  now  found  there.  By  theaa 
corrections  the  entire  population  is  ascertained  to  be  17,069,- 
453,  (as  stated  in  the  President's  Message  to  which  we  ap- 
pended a  note)  instead  of  17,068,666,  and  the  population  of 
Maryland  is  by  those  corrections  made  470,019,  instead  of 
469,232.  These  differences  are  so  small  that  they  do  not 
sufficiently  change  the  results  of  our  "  Comparative  Views," 
to  induce  us  to  correct  them.  In  all  our  future  comparisons, 
we  shall  however,  use  these  corrected  returns. 


EPITOME 

Of  ths  -whole  population  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  e.v 
hibiting  the  general  aggregate  amount  of  each  descrip- 
tion of  persons  by  classes. 

FREE  WHITE  PERSONS. 

Males.  Females. 

Under  five  years  of  age 26,874  25,6.50 

Five  and  under  ten 20,551  19,997 

Ten  and  under  fifteen 18,382  17,602 

Fifteen  and  under  twenty 16,302  18,404 

Twenty  and  under  thirty 30,041  31,116 

Thirty  and  under  forty 20,753  19,»66 

Forty  and  under  fifty 12,664  12,517 

Fifty  and  under  sixty 7,28 1  7,90 1 

Sixty  and  under  seventy 3,911  4,406 

Seventy  and  under  eighty 1,549  1,804 

Eighty  and  under  ninety 415  532 

Ninety  and  under  one  hundred.                  65  96 

One  hundred  and  upwards 16  9 

158,804  159,400 

Males 158,804 

Free  white  persons 318^04 
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FREE  COLOnr.D  PRnSOXS. 

Males. 

TJnJer  ten  years  of  age 

Ten  and  under  twenty-four. . . . 
Twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 
Thirty-six  and  under  fifiy-five. . 
Fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 
One  hundred  and  upwards 


9,421 
7,733 

4,785 

4,686 

2,514 

48 


Females. 
9,127 
8,656 
6,695 
5,409 
2,927 
77 


Males . 


29,187 


Free  colored  persons . 


SLAVES. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Ten  and  under  twenty-four  .... 
Twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six 
Thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five. . 
Fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred 
One  hundred  and  upwards 


Males . 


14,981 

15,515 

7,738 

5,214 

2,565 

55 

46,068 


Slaves , 

Free  white  persons  . , 
Free  colored  persons . 


32,891 
29,187 

62,078 

14,546 

14,425 

7,575 

4,735 

2,351 

37 

43,669 
46,068 

89,737 

318,204 

62,078 


Total. 


White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
deaf  and  dumb,  under  fourteen  years  of  age  . . 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
deaf  and  dumb,  of  fourteen  and  under  twenty- 
five  

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
deaf  and  dumb,  over  twenty-five 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
blind 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
insane  and  idiots  at  public  charge 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who  are 
insane  and  idiots  at  private  charge 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  mining. . . 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  commerce. 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  manufac- 
tures and  trades 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigation 
of  the  ocean 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  navigation 
of  canals,  lakes,  and  rivers 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  learned  pro- 
fessions  

Slaves  and  cdlored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  deaf  and  dumb 

Slaves  and  colored  persona  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  blind ^  ... ... , 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  insane  and  idiots  at  private 
charge 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  insune  and  idiots  at  public 
charge 

Total  number  of  pensioners  for  revolutionary  or 
military  services 

Total  number  of  Universities  or  colleges 

Total  number  of  students  in  universities  or  col- 
leges   

Total  number  of  acadoriiicn  and  grammEr  Echook 

Total  number  of  students  in  Ecede/mies  and  gram- 
mar schools , , 

Total  number  of  primary  and  common  schools. . 

Total  number  of  scholars  in  common  schools  . . . 

Total  number  of  echolaTs  at  public  charge  ...,,. 

Total  number  of  white  persons  over  twenty  years 
of  age  who  cnnnot  read  and  write ,,'..., 


470,019 
43 

59 

79 

171 

137 

263 

320 

72,046 

3,281 

21,529 

717 

1,528 

1,666 

68 

101 

108 

42 

95 
12 

813 

133 

4,289 

565 

16,851 

6,624 

U,817 


EPITOME 

0/  the  Tvhole  population  of  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  iSiates,  exhibiting  the  general  aggregate 
amount  of  each  description  of  persons  by  classes. 

FREE  WHITE  PEBSOKS. 


Under  five  years  of  age 1 

Five  and  under  ten 

Ten  and  under  fifteen 

Fifteen  and  under  twenty 

Twenty  and  under  thirty 

Thirty  and  under  forty 

Forty  and  under  fifty 

Fifty  and  under  sixty 

Sixty  and  under  seventy 

Seventy  and  under  eighty 

Eighty  and  under  ninety 

Ninety  and  under  one  hundred. . 
One  hundred  and  upwards 


Males. 

Females. 

1,270,743 

1,203,319 

1,024,050 

986,940 

879,530 

836,630 

756,106 

792,223 

1,322,453 

1.253,490 

866,452 

779,120 

536,606 

502,183 

314,528 

304,852 

174,238 

173,329 

80,067 

80,565 

21,677 

23,962 

2,508 

3,232 

476 

316 

7,249,434     6,940,161 
Males 7,249,434 


Free  white  persons 14,189,595 


FKEE  COLORED   PERSONS. 


Under  ten  years  of  age 

Ten  and  under  twenty-four 

Twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six. 
Thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five  . . . . 
Fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred. 
One  hundred  and  upwards 


Males 


56,284 

55,062 

52,805 

56,592 

35,321 

41,682 

28,274 

30,371 

13,513 

15,763 

284 

362 

180,481 

199,822 

186,481 

Free  colored  persons 386,303 


SLAVES. 

Under  ten  years  of  age 

Ten  and  under  twenty  four 

Twenty-four  and  under  thirty-six. 
Thirty-six  and  under  fifty-five . . . . 
Fifty-five  and  under  one  hundred  . 
One  hundred  and  upwards 


422,584 

421,466 

391,206 

390,117 

235,386 

239,826 

145,260 

139,204 

51,331 

49,746 

750 

581 

1,246,517     1,240,938 
Males 1 ,246,5 17 


Slaves 2,487,455 

Free  white  persons 14,189,595 

Free  colored  persons 386,303 

Navy... 6,100 


Total 1 7,069,453 


White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
ere  deaf  and  dumb,  under  fourteen  years  of 
age ., 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
are  deaf  and  dumb,  of  fourteen  and  under 
twenty-five 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
are  deaf  and  dumb  over  twenty-five 

While  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
are  blind 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  whc 
nre  insane  snd  idiots  at  public  charge  ...... 

White  persons  included  in  the  foregoing,  who 
are  insane  and  idiots  at  private  charge 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  mining. 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  agricul- 
ture   

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  commerce 


1,919 

2,osr 

2,r09 

'    5,030 

4,333 

10,188 
15,210 

3,719,961 
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Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  manu- 
factures and  trades 791,749 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  naviga- 
tion of  the  ocean 56,021 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  naviga- 
tion of  canals,  lakes,  and  rivers 32,976 

Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  learned 

professions 65,255 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  deaf  and  dumb 979 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  blind 1,902 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  insane  and  idiots  at  private 
charge 2,102 

Slaves  and  colored  persons  included  in  the  fore- 
going, who  are  insane  and  idiots  at  public 
charge 833 

Total  number  of  pensioners  for  revolutionary 

or  military  services 20,798 

Total  number  of  universities  or  colleges 173 

Total  number  of  students  in  universities  or  col- 
leges   1 6,233 

Total  number  ofacademies  and  grammar  schools  3,248 

Total  number  of  students  in  academies  and 
grammar  schools 1 64,270 

Total  number  of  primary  and  common  schools  47,207 

Total  number  of  scholars  in  common  schools. .      1,845,113 

Total  number  of  scholars  at  public  charge  ....        468,323 

Total  number  of  white  persons  over  twenty 

years  of  age  who  cannot  read  and  write. . . .         549,905 


Tho  Condition  of  tlie  Treasury  of  Pennsylvania. 

TflEASunT  Office  of  Pf.jjnstlvania,'? 
Uarrisbur£^,  December  14,  1841.     5 

Messrs.  Fess  &  Wallace  : — 

Gentlemen — The  subject  to  which  your  letter  of  yester- 
day refers,  has  on  more  than  one  occasion  attracted  my  at- 
tention. I  have  been  grieved  to  witness  a  seeming  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  press  of  PhiNdelphia  to 
depress  our  State  stocks,  an  effort  which  could  result  in  no 
good  except  to  a  few  interested  speculators.  It  was  to  allay 
the  fears  that  had  apparently  arisen  on  the  subject  of  the 
payment  of  the  interest  falling  due  1  st  February  next,  or 
rather  to  calm  excitement,  that  I  was  applied  to  by  several 
highly  respected  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia,  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  and  its  resources, 
to  which  applications  I  invariably  replied  that  I  entertained 
no  doubt  that  the  interest  would  be  promptly  met,  and  that 
too  without  recourse  to  a  further  borrowing  of  money,  yet 
as  a  proper  precaution  against  any  unforeseen  obstacles  and 
to  render  the  payment,  I  might  say,  absolutely  certain,  it  was 
deemed  advisable,  after  due  consultation,  and  a  mutual  un- 
derstanding with  the  Governor,  that  timely  notice  should  be 
given  to  the  Banks  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  5th  May 
last  I  am  happy,  however,  to  state  now  that  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Treasury  during  the  last  three  weeks,  it  is  ren- 
dered apparent  that  no  portion  of  the  loan  will  be  required 
of  the  Banks. 

To  illustrate  this  I  herewith  furnish  you  with  a  detailed 
eifilemenl  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  the  financial  year,  which  will  show  the  following 
result : 

Receipts • 15,380,782  23 

Add  balance  in  the  Treasury,  30th  Nov, 

1840 625,256  17 


Deduct  payments 


16,006,038  40 
.   4,896,106  16 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  30th  Nov.  1841 .  .^1, 109,932  24 

A  part  of  this  balance  is  unavailable  for  in- 
terest purposes,  being  appropriated  to  pay 
debts  due  for  repairs  of  Huntingdon  Breach, 
aad  a  portion  being  depreciated  fundi  and 


advances  on  account,  to  the  public  offices. — 
The  sum  of  $350,C00  as  the  unavailable  por- 
tion of  the  balance  must  therefore  be  deduct- 
ed. There  is  then  left  on  the  .'lOth  Novem- 
ber last,  which  could  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  the  sum  of 759  932  24 

Add  (o  this  the  excess  of  receipts  over  pay- 
ments from  the  1st  to  the  13ih  inst 188,274  93 

Available  balance  in  the  Treasury  13th  Dec. 

1841 §948,207  22 

The  interest  due  1st  February  next  is  estimated  at  about 
$900,000  including  the  premium  that  is  likely  to  be  paid  for 
specie  funds.  Thus  you  will  perceive  that  the  amount  now 
in  the  Treasury  more  than  equals  the  interest. 

If  these  facts  are  deemed  of  any  importance  in  allaying 
public  anxiety  and  correcting  the  evils  of  which  you  com- 
plain, you  are  at  liberty  to  make  them  public. 
Very  Respectfully, 

Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  GILMORE, 

State  Treasurer. 

The  following  Balance  Sheet,  shows  the  various  sources 
of  revenue  and  the  objects  to  which  it  has  been  applied  for 
the  past  year  : 

Receipts  and  payments  at  the   State  Treasury  during 
thejlscal  year  ending  30th  Nov.  1841. 

RECEIPTS. 

Loan  June  11,  1840 147,362  15 

January  16,  1841  ...       800,000  00 

May  4,  1841 1,741,650  68 

May  6,  1841 674,918  13 

Charter  loan  per  resolutions 

May5,lS41 340,98100 

$3,704,911  96 

Canal  Tolls 498.422  89 

Railroad  Tolls 263,937  55 

Motive  Power 293,034  16 

1,055,394  60 

Auction  Commissions 12,600  00 

"        Duties 77,022  15 

89,622  15 

Dividends  on  Bank  Stock 118,091  90 

Dividends  an  Turnpike,  Bridge  and  Navi- 
gation Stock 30,3.'J5  72 

Tax  on  Bank  Dividends 96,021   61 

Tax  on  Writs,  Arc 28,57 1  62 

Tax  on  certain  offices 6,419  00 

Tax  on  Corporation  Stocks  per  act  June  1 1 , 

1840 S7.333  92 

Tax  on  Real  and  Personal  Estate  per  act 

Junell,1840 33,292  77 

Tavern  licenses 48,225  29 

Retailer's  licenses 72,091  72 

Hawker  and  Pedlar  licenses 567  00 

Broker  licenses 5,088  50 

Collateral  inheritances 20,59 1  43 

Colonial  Records 531  68 

Lands  and  Land  Office  fees 23,8.59  85 

Premiums  on  Bank  Charters 714  28 

Escheats 336  64 

Pamphletlaws 223  32 

Militia  and  Exempt  fines 446  58 

Fees  of  the  Secretary's  and  Auditor  Gene- 
ral's Office 825  66 

Old  Debts  and  Miscellaneous 1,930  68 

§5,3  80,782  23 
Balance  on  hand  30th  November  1840  . . .        625,256  17 


$6,006,038  40 
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PAYMENTS. 

Internal  Improvement  Fund  viz  ; 

For   Canal    and    Railroad 

purposes $1,111,908  48 

For  interest  on  Canal  loans, 
and  salaries  of  Collectors, 
Weighmasters  and  Lock- 
keepers 1,731. 87i  22 

Expenses  of  Motive  Pow- 
er          291,876  50 

$3,135,659 

Navigation  Companies,  Turnpikes,  Bridges, 

&c!, 115,209 

Expenses  of  Government 305,879 

Militia  Expenses, 33,031 

Pensions  and  Gratuities, 49,407 

Education,  viz : 

Colleges,    Academies    and 

Female  Seminaries, 50,051   91 

Common  Schools, 295,278  21 

$345,330 

20,435 


Pennsylvania  Institutions,  for  the  Blind  and 
Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Orphan  Asylums, 
Penitentiaries  viz : 

Eastern, 16,004  58 

Western 7,967  00 


House  of  Refuge, 

Interest  on  loans  not  pertaining   to  Canals 

and  Railroads, 

Loan  per  Act  2d  April,  1821, 

Geological   Survey,. 

State  Library, 

Nicholson  Court  and  Commissioners, 

Premiums  on  Silk, 

Damages  by  sparks  from  Locomotives,. . . . 
Repairs  of  Delaware  division  of  Canal,  and 

Contractors,  &c.,  under  special  Acts  of 

Assembly, 

West  Chester  Railroad  per  Act  16th  April, 

1838 

Reform  Convention 

Conveying  convicts  and  fugitives 

Escheats 

Miscellaneous 


2.1,971 

5,000 

64,250 
674,918 

12,674 
2,525 
3,126 
4,418 
7,779 


20 

66 

32 
71 

34 


12 

92 


58 

00 

00 
13 
93 
42 
36 
55 
42 


5,037 

1,493 

1,579 

779 

15,513 


$4,896,106  16 
Balance  on  hand,  November  30,  1841,. . .     1,109,932  24 


Hwnsburg  Telegraph. 
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Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVavj'. 

Navx  Depautmext,^ 
December  4,  1841.      3 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Number  and  force  of  the  JVavti. 

The  Navy  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of — 

Eleven  ships  of  the  line  ;  of  which  one  is  rated  for  1 20 
guns,  and  ten  for  74  guns. 

Fifteen  frigates  of  the  first  class  ;  of  which  one  is  rated  for 
54  guns,  and  fourteen  for  44  guns. 

Two  frigates  of  the  second  class,  of  36  guns  each. 

Eighteen  sloops  of  war,  of  which  eleven  are  rated  for  20 
guns,  two  for  18  guns,  and  five  for  16  guns. 

Two  brigs  and  four  schooners;  rated  for  ten  guns  each. 

Four  steamers ;  besides 

Three  store-ships,  three  vessels  used  as  receiving  vessels, 
and  five  small  schooners. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  Department, 
the  shipg  in  commission  were  employed  as  follows : 


6P,085  30 


51 
30 
11 
74 
54 


Jn  the  J\fediterranean. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  the  Ohio,  of  74  guns,  Captain  La- 
vallette;  the  Brandy  wine,  of  44  guns,  Captain  Bolton  ;  and 
the  Cyane,  of  20  guns,  Commander  Percival,  who  was  re- 
lieved on  account  of  ill  health,  and  succeeded  by  Command- 
er Latimer ;  the  whole  squadron  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Hull.  The  Cyane  was  relieved  by  the  sloop 
of  war  Preble,  Commander  Voorhees,  and  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  May  last,  her  cruise  having  been  performed. 
The  Ohio  returned  on  the  17th  of  July  last,  and  the  Bran- 
dy wine  on  the  9th  of  May  last.  The  return  of  the  Brandy- 
wine  was  owing  to  particular  causes,  not  connected  with  the 
original  purposes  of  her  crui'sc  ;  and,  as  her  presence  in  the 
Mediterranean  was  important,  she  was  ordered  back,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Geisinger.  In  July  last,  the  sloop 
of  war,  Fairfield,  Commander  Tattnall,  sailed  for  the  Medi- 
terranean, taking  out  Commodore  Charles  W.  Morgan,  who 
now  commands  the  squadron  on  that  station.  The  squadron 
consists  at  present  of  the  Brandy  wine,  Fairfield,  and  Preble. 
The  honor  of  the  flag,  in  its  intercourse  with  those  of  other 
nations,  appears  to  have  been  properly  sustained  by  this 
squadron  ;  a  due  support  and  countenance  have  been  afford- 
ed to  our  mercantile  interest,  and  the  amicable  relations  of 
our  country  with  foreign  nations  have  been  respected  and 
preserved. 

Jn  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

In  the  Pacific  ocean  the  frigate  Constitution,  Captain  Tur- 
ner ;  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Louis,  Commander  French  For- 
rest, the  sloop  of  war  Yorktown,  Commander  Aulick ;  the 
sloop  of  war  Dale,  Commander  Gauntt;  and  the  schooner 
Shark,  Lieutenant  Bigelow ;  the  whole  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Alex.  Claxton.  Commodore  Claxton,  died 
at  Talcuahana  in  March  last,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  service 
and  the  just  regret  of  the  country.  Upon  that  event,  the 
chief  command  of  the  squadron  devolved  on  Capt.  Daniel 
Turner,  who  returned  to  the  United  States  with  the  Consti- 
tution on  the  31st  of  October  last,  the  time  of  her  cruise 
having  expired.  Commodore  Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  the  command  of  that  station,  will  sail 
in  the  frigate  United  States  in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight. 
The  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  Commander  Stribling,  sailed  for  the 
same  station  early  in  November.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Com- 
modore Jones,  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  will  consist  of  the 
frigate  United  States,  the  sloops  of  war  St.  Louis,  Yorktown, 
Cyane,  and  Dale,  and  the  schooner  Shark. 

In  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Orders  were  given  to  Commodore  Claxton  to  employ  one 
of  his  vessels  in  cruising  in  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  along 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  and,  if  circumstances  should 
permit,  to  despatch  another  to  visit  the  Sandwich  and  Friend- 
ly islands,  in  order  to  afford  protection  and  assistance  to  our 
citizens  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries.  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  the  sloop  of  war  St.  Iiouis,  Commander  French  For- 
rest, was  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  Gulf  and  along  the  western 
coast  of  California.  This  duty  was  performed  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable  to  Commander  Forrest.  The  atrocities 
committed  on  American  and  English  residents  at  Monterey 
and  its  neighborhood,  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  are  well 
known.  Under  the  unfounded  pretence  of  a  conspiracy 
among  the  foreigners  to  wrest  the  country  from  Mexico,  and 
to  set  up  a  separate  and  independent  government  of  their 
own,  they  were  attacked  by  armed  soldiers  in  the  night, 
wounded,  beaten,  imprisoned,  sent  in  chains  to  a  distant 
place,  and  their  property  destroyed,  without  even  the  forms 
of  trial.  In  the  midst  of  these  outrages.  Commander  Forrest 
arrived  upon  the  coast,  and,  by  his  prompt  and  spirited  in- 
terposition, vindicated  and  secured  the  rights  not  only  of 
American  citizens,  but  of  British  subjects  resident  in  Upper 
California.  For  these  services  Commander  Forrest  received, 
and  appears  to  have  well  deserved,  a  formal  expression  of  the 
thanks  both  of  American  and  English  residents. 

Upper  Peril  and  the  Saridwich  Islands. 

In  consequence  of  the  civil  disturbance  in  Upper  Peru,  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  despatch  the  Shark,  under  the  com- 
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mand  of  Lieut.  A.  Bigelow,  to  cruise  upon  that  coast.  The 
movement  was  judicious  and  well  timed,  and  the  delicate 
trust  reposed  in  Lieutenant  Bigelow  was  discharged  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  this  Department.  The  property 
of  American  citizens,  exposed  to  the  rapacity  and  lawless 
violence  of  contending  factions  in  the  midst  of  civil  war,  was 
effectually  protected  whilst  all  who  witnessed  the  operations 
of  the  Shark  were  inspired  with  increased  respect  for  the 
American  flag.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  observe  that  Lieut. 
Bieglow,  as  well  as  Commander  Forrest,  extended  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  other  coun- 
tries as  well  as  to  those  of  our  own. 

In  further  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  Department,  the 
Eloop  of  war  Yorktown,  Commander  Aulick,  was  despatch- 
ed in  May  last  to  the  Sandwich  and  Friendly  islands,  with  a 
view  to  render  such  assistance  as  might  be  necessary  to  our 
whale  fishers  and  other  citizens  trading  in  that  part  of  the 
Pacific.  No  intelligence  has  been  received  from  her  since 
she  left  Valpariso, 

The  conduct  of  this  squadron,  as  well  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Claxton  as  under  that  of  Captain  Turner,  ' 
has  been  highly  satisfactory  to  the  Department.  No  disorder  ', 
nor  failure  in  duty  has  yet  been  reported  to  me,  calling  for 
my  censure  or  disapprobation.  On  the  contrary,  the  strictest 
regard  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  honor  of  the  flag, 
and  to  the  duties  which  it  owed  to  the  country  and  its  citi- 
zens. Captain  Turner  very  properly  availed  himself  of  an 
opportunity  to  show  respect  to  a  friendly  power,  by  receiving 
on  board  the  Constitution,  at  Callao,  and  conveying  to  Rio, 
the  Brazihan  charge  d'afTaires.  For  this  act  of  courtesy  he 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Imperial  Government.  | 

Americaii  interests  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

I  would  respectfully  solicit  your  attention,  in  a  particular 
manner,  to  the  situation  of  American  interests  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  According  to  an  estimate  made  by  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman lately  returned  from  the  Pacific,  there  are  at  this  time 
not  less  than  forty  millions  of  dollars  engaged  in  the  whale 
fisheries  alone,  of  which  the  greater  part  is  American.  I 
have  great  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  this  estimate;  but, 
even  if  it  be  too  large,  there  will  remain  after  all  reasonable 
deductions,  an  interest  of  vast  magnitude  and  importance. 
American  merchants  have  formed  establishments  in  different 
parts  of  the  coast,  from  Chili  to  Columbia  river,  some  of 
them  very  extensive  and  important,  and  all  of  them  worth}' 
the  attention  of  Government.  In  Upper  California  there  are 
already  considerable  settlements  of  Americans,  and  others 
are  daily  resorting  to  that  fertile  and  delightful  region.  Such, 
however,  is  the  unsettled  condition  of  that  whole  country 
that  they  cannot  be  safe,  either  in  their  persons  or  property, 
except  under  the  protection  of  our  naval  power.  'I'his  pro- 
tection cannot  be  afforded  in  proper  degree  and  with  suitable 
promptness  by  so  small  a  squadron  as  we  have  usually  kept 
in  that  sea.  To  cruise  along  so  extensive  a  coast,  calling  at 
all  necessary  points,  and  at  the  same  time  to  visit  those  parts 
of  the  Pacific  in  which  the  presence  of  our  ships  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  and  assistance  of  our  whale  fisheries, 
requires  twice  the  number  of  vessels  now  employed  in  that 
service.  It  is  highly  desirable,  too,  that  the  Gulf  of  Call-  | 
fornia  should  he  fully  explored ;  and  this  duty  alone  will 
give  employment  for  a  long  time  to  one  or  two  vessels  of  the 
smallest  class.  For  these  reasons  I  have  caused  estimates  to 
be  prepared  for  a  large  increase  of  tlve  Pacific  squadron. 

I  also  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing,  at  some  suitable  point  on  our  territory  ' 
bordering  that  oceap,  a  post  to  which  our  vessels  may  resort.  ! 
Many  positions  well  adapted  to  this  object  may  be  found  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  Columbia  river  and  Guayaquil,  which,  : 
it  is  presumed,  may  be  procured,  if  they  be  not  to  be  found  , 
on  our  own  territory.     Our  public  vessels  cruizing-  in  that 
ocean  are  generally  absent  from  the  United  States  not  less 
than  four  years;  within  which  time  they  necessarily  require 
a  variety  of  supplies  which  cannot  now  be  obtained  without 
very  great  difHculty  and  expense.     Any  considerable  re[)mv 
is  almost  impossible,  with  all  the  means  which  can  be  fur-  ' 
nished  by  all  the  nations  of  the  coast.     Such  a  post  would 
also  be  of  incalculable  value  as  a  place  of  refuge  and  refresh- 


ment to  our  commercial  marine.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the 
many  and  great  benefits  which  might  be  expected  from  the 
establishment  of  some  general  rendezvous  for  all  our  vessels 
trading  and  cruizing  in  this  distant  sea. 

JVaval  Depot  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  naval  depot  at  the  Sandwich  islands 
would  be  of  very  great  advantage.  It  is  a  central  point  of 
the  trade  carried  on  in  the  Pacific,  and  possesses  many  pecu- 
liar recommendations  of  climate  and  local  conveniencss  and 
accommodations. 

On  the  Coast  of  Brazil, 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the  frigate  Potomac,  of  44  guns. 
Captain  Storer ;  the  sloops  of  war  Concord,  Commander 
Boerum  ;  Marion,  Commander  Belt ;  Decatur,  Commander 
Ogden  ;  and  schooner  Enterprise,  Lieutenant  Goldsborough; 
all  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely. 

Commodore  Ridgely,  having  desired  to  be  relieved,  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health,  and  having  been  informed  that  his 
successor  would  soon  leave  the  United  States,  returned  home 
in  the  Constitution,  leaving  the  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Storer.  This  was  in  nowise  injurious  to 
the  service  ;  and  the  reasons  assigned  bj'  Commodore  Ridg' 
ley  for  his  return  before  the  arrival  of  his  successor  are  al- 
together satisfactory  to  the  Department.  On  the  1st  of  No- 
vember the  Delaware,  of  74  guns.  Captain  C.  S,  McCauley, 
having  on  board  Commodore  Charles  Morris,  left  Hampton 
Roads  for  this  station.  On  her  arrival,  the  squadron  will 
consist  of  the  Delaware,  Potomac,  Concord,  Marion,  Deca- 
tur and  Enterprise,  all  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Morris. 

Nothing  of  particular  interest  has  occurred  in  the  opera- 
tions of  this  squadron.  The  friendly  relations  of  our  coun- 
try with  the  Governments  of  the  coast  have  been  strictly 
maintained,  and  the  rights  of  our  citizens  have  been  duly  re- 
spected by  the  local  authorities. 

Stations  in  the  West  and  East  Indies, 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  Macedonian,  of  thirty-six  guns. 
Commodore  Jesse  Wilkinson  ;  the  sloops  of  war  Levant, 
Commander  Fitzhugh  ;  and  Warren,  Commander  Jameson, 
This  squadron  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States, 
to  avoid  the  hurricane  season  in  the  West  Indies,  and  is  still 
here.  The  sloop  of  war  Vandalia,  Commander  Ramsay, 
will  take  the  place  of  the  Levant,  and  the  whole  squadron 
will  be  ordered  back  to  its  station  as  soon  as  the  vessels  can 
be  supplied  with  crews. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  of  thirty-six 
guns  Commodore  Laurence  Kearney,  and  sloop  of  war  Bos-- 
ton,  Cammander  Long,  all  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Kearney.  The  latest  despatches  from  this  squadron  are 
dated  at  sea,  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  31st  July  1841. 
At  that  time  the  officers  and  crews  of  both  vessels  were  in 
good  health,  and  they  were  making  the  best  of  their  way  to 
the  place  of  their  destination. 

Exploring  Expedition. 

The  exploring  squadron,  under  the  command  of  Liieuten- 
ant  Charles  Wilkes,  consists  of  the  sloop  of  war  Vincennes, 
commanded  by  that  officer;  the  Peacock,  Lieutenant  Hudson;, 
the  brig  Porpoise,  Lieutenant  Ringgold  ;  and  the  schooner 
Flying  Fish,  as  a  tender  to  the  squadron. 

Intelligence  down  to  the  6th  of  April,  1840,  has  been  com- 
municated in  previous  reports  from  this  department.  At  that 
time  the  squadron  was  in  New  Zealand.  In  further  prosecu- 
tion of  his  cruise,  Lieutenant  Wilkes  visited  the  Feejee  Is- 
lands, and  succeeded  in  estabhshing  useful  regulations  of 
trade  and  intercourse  with  some  of  the  principal  chiefs.  His 
survevs  of  this  group  were  prosecuted  with  great  care  and  in- 
dustry, and  have  served  to  ascertain  the  positions  of  a  large 
number  of  dangerous  reefs,  and  to  indicate  many  secure  and 
convenient  harbors.  This  will  be  of  great  value  to  our  citi- 
zens trading  with  that  group,  and  particularly  to  the  whalers. 
In  many  of  the  harbors,  in  which  hitherto  it  was  considered 
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too  dangerous  to  enter,  whales  abound,  although  very  hw 
are  to  be  found  in  the  neighlwring  sea. 

The  melancholy  t/agedy  which  has  already  been  announced 
in  the  public  journals  was  enacted  at  this  group.  Lieut. 
Joseph  A.  Underwood  and  Midshipman  Wilkes  Henry, 
while  engaged  in  surveying,  were  treacherously  assailed  by 
the  natives,  and,  after  a  brave  but  ineffectual  resistance,  were 
murdered,  before  it  was  possible  to  relieve  them.  Their  bodies 
were  rescurcd  and  properly  interred,  and  Lieutenant  Wilkes 
inflicted  on  the  offending  savages  a  severe  chastisement, 
which  will  probably  deter  them  from  similar  outrages  in  fu- 
ture. He  was  also  fortunate  enough  to  capture  a  noted  chief, 
who  instigated  the  massacre  of  a  greater  part  of  the  crew  of 
the  brig  Chorles  Dagget,  of  Salem,  in  1834.  This  chief  he 
proposes  to  bring  to  the  United  States,  to  be  delt  with  as  the 
Government  shall  direct. 

At  the  last  dates,  24lh  November,  1840,  the  squadron  was 
at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  undergoing  repairs.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  Lieutenant  Wilkes  to  visit  the  North-West  coast 
of  America,  and  to  jeturn  to  the  United  Stales  early  in  the 
Bummer  of  1842. 

Squadron  for  Flo rida . 

A  squadron  of  small  schooners,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  John  T.  McLaughlin,  has  for  some  time  been 
co-operating  with  the  army  in  Florida.  This  force  has  been 
increased,  since  the  last  annual  report  from  this  department, 
by  the  addition  of  three  revenue  cutters,  placed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  department  for  that  purpose,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  a  new  schooner  built  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Department.  The  whole  force  now  consists 
of  seven  schooners. 

Important  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  this  little  squad- 
ron in  the  military  operations  in  Florida.  It  has  furnished 
the  means  of  penetrating  the  interior  of  the  country  and  at- 
tacking the  enemy  in  his  fastness.  Lieutenant  McLaugh- 
lin has  manifested  great  bravery,  energy  and  zeal,  and  much 
credit  is  due  to  him,  and  to  the  force  under  his  command, 
for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  have  acquitted  them- 
selves. 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  July,  1840,  the  brig  Consort, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Powell,  has  been  diligent- 
ly engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  coast,  from  the  Bay  of  Ap- 
palachicola  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  This  survey 
was  completed  in  June  last,  and  Lieutenant  Powell  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  South  shoals  of 
Nantucket. 

On  the  coast  of  Africa. 

The  brig  Dolphin,  Commander  Bell,  and  schooner  Gram- 
pus, Lieutenant  Paine,  returned,  the  former  in  May,  and 
the  latter  in  August  last,  from  their  second  cruise  on  the 
coast  of  Africa.  These  vessels  have  been  actively  and  effi- 
ciently engaged  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  in 
the  protection  of  our  citizens  engaged  in  commerce  on  that 
coast.  I  regret  to  say  that  their  officers  and  crews  have  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  diseases  of  the  climate ;  and  it  is 
owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the  constant  vigilance  and  pru- 
dent precautions  of  the  commanders,  that  their  sufferings 
were  not  still  greater.  Notwithstanding  the  extreme  sickli- 
ness of  the  climate,  it  is  impossible  to  dispense  with  a  squad- 
ron on  that  coast.  In  addition  to  the  interesting  duty  of 
suppressing  the  slave  trade,  which  could  not  be  otherwise 
effected,  the  lawful  commerce  of  our  citizens  with  all  parts 
of  the  coast  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  already  employs  a  very 
large  capital.  This  trade  is  an  object  of  so  much  import- 
ance, and  is  contended  for  in  so  strong  a  spirit  of  rivalry  by 
traders  of  different  countries,  that  the  presence  of  national 
vessels  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  them  in  their  just 
rights,  and  to  prevent  those  outrages,  unfriendly  to  the  har- 
mony of  nations,  to  which  men  are  often  driven  by  the  thirst 
of  gain.  It  is  also  worthy  of  consideration,  that  the  [)re- 
sence  of  our  public  vessels  is  of  great  importance  to  our  colo- 
nists, by  giving  them  consequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  nei'^h- 
boring  native  tribes.  These  views  give  great  interest  to  this 
squadron,  and  render  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  placed 
upon  the  most  eflectivs  footing.     Mtny  additional  prectu- 


tione,  however,  are  necessary,  in  order  to  protect  the  crews 
from  the  fatal  diseases  of  the  climate,  and  thus  to  enable  the 
squadron  properly  to  discharge  its  duties.  1  have  taken  mea- 
sures to  obtain  the  requisite  information  upon  this  point, 
and  hope  to  be  able  to  avail  myself  of  it  when  a  new  squad- 
ron shall  be  appointed  to  that  service. 

The  operations  of  these  vessels  have  been  highly  valuable 
in  protecting  the  rights  of  our  citizens  engaged  in  trade,  and 
in  preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves.  They  have  performed  all 
that  could  have  been  reasonably  expected  of  so  small  a  force. 
An  additional  number  of  vessels,  some  of  which  should  be 
of  larger  size,  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  for  the  security 
of  our  increasing  trade  in  that  quarter,  and  for  the  effectual 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  This  trade,  I  regret  to  say, 
is  still  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  notwithstanding 
the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers,  aided  by  the  active  co-operation 
of  those  of  England. 

0?i  the  Coast  of  Ne-w  Grenada. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  the  Department  of 
an  act  of  unlawful  violence  committed  against  American  citi- 
zens on  the  coast  of  New  Grenada,  the  brig  Dolphin,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  McKeen,  was  despatched  to  that 
quarter  in  September  last,  with  such  instructions  as  were 
deemed  necessary  to  redress  the  wrong,  and  to  guard  against 
the  commission  of  similar  outrages  in  future.  Intelligence 
has  been  received  as  late  as  l.'ith  October,  at  which  time  she 
had  reached  her  place  of  destination.  The  particular  out- 
rage complained  of  was  not  committed  upon  an  American 
vessel ;  but  the  presence  of  the  Dolphin  was  nevertheless 
considered  by  our  consular  agent  highly  advantageous  to 
American  interests,  in  the  then  disturbed  state  of  the  country. 

Steam  Vessels. 

The  steamships  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  built  under  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1839,  the  former  at  New  York,  and  tho 
latter  at  Philadelphia,  are  nearly  ready  for  service,  and  will 
form  a  part  of  the  home  squadron. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  construction  of  three 
steamers  of  medium  size,  under  the  act  of  3d  .March,  1841, 
one  at  New  York,  one  at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  Norfolk. 
In  addition  to  these,  Captain  R.  F.  Stockton  is  superintend- 
ing the  construction,  at  Philadelphia,  of  a  steamer  of  6(J0 
tons,  to  be  propelled  by  Erricson's  propeller  ;  and  Lieutenant 
W.  W,  Hunter  is  engaged  in  like  manner  at  Norfolk  with 
one  of  300  tons,  to  be  propelled  by  submerged  water-wheels 
invented  by  himself.  Very  valuable  results  are  anticipated 
from  these  experiments. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  build  a  first-class  sloop  and 
three  small  vessels  of  war,  and  to  finish  the  frigates  Cum- 
berland, Savannah,  Raritan  and  St.  Lawrence. 

(^Conclusion  in  next  Number.) 
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Report  of  the  Sccs'ctai'y  of  the  !^^avy. 


Navy  Hospital  Fund. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  hos- 
pital funu  is  5217,907  53,  'I'his  fund  is  gradually  increas- 
ing, from  the  assessment  of  20  cents  per  month  upon  the 
pa)'  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  so  that  a  continuing 
surplus  may  be  expected.  I  recommend  that  authority  he 
given  to  invest  these  surpluses,  as  they  accrue,  in  some  in- 
terest-bearing fund.  So  much  of  its  annual  increase  as  may 
not  be  needed  fer  the  particular  purposes  of  the  fund  may 
be  advantageously  applied,  in  other  forms,  to  the  comfort  of 
our  seamen.  The  average  annual  increase  of  this  fund,  from 
the  1st  January,  1836,  has  been  $27,2^3  67  ;  whicii,  if  it 
had  been  iiivested  in  6  per  cent,  stock,  would  have  added  to 
the  amount  $57,482  04  on  the  Lst  of  January  next. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  the  "  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,"  there  remains  unexpmded  the  sum  of  §4,365  14, 
which  has  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  I  recommend 
that  it  be  re- appropriated,  and  the  further  sum  of  $3,000  be 
added,  in  order  to  meet  outstanding  liabilities  of  this  fund. 

Under  the  head  of"  contingencies  not  enumerated"  there 
remains,  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  three  years,  the  sum 
of  $9,246  76;  of  which  $3,34fi  76  will  be  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund  on  the  1  st  of  January  next,  if  not  previously  ap- 
plied to  the  proper  purposes  of  the  fund. 

For  the  condition  of  the  "  Navy  Pension  Fund,'*^  I  re- 
spectfully refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the  Commission- 
er of  Pensions. 

Jippretiiiee  Si/siein. 

The  operation  of  the  apprentice  system  continues  to  be 
highly  encouraging.  Complaints  arc  occasionally  made  that 
the  pledges  of  the  Government  are  not  redeemed,  but  no 
sufficient  evidence  has  yet  reached  the  department  of  the 
existence  of  any  serious  abuse.  Great  interest  is  felt  in  the 
success  of  this  experiment,  and  every  effort  is  used  to  secure 
to  the  apprentices,  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  promised 
by  the  terms  of  enlistment.  The  vigilance  of  the  department 
will  be  constantly  exerted  to  guard  against  all  abuses,  and 
to  introduce  into  the  system  every  practicable  improvement. 
The  number  of  apprentices  now  enlisted  is  about  1,000. — 
Thin  is  not  so  favorable  a  result  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed. An  extension  of  the  t^ystem  is  contemplated,  so  as  to 
give  to  boys  in  the  interior  of  the  country  an  opportunity  to 
join  the  service,  without  subjecting  them  to  the  expense  of 
a  journey  to  the  rendezvous  on  the  seaboard. 

Di£iculty  in  the  enUsiment  of  seamen. 

Great  difficulty  is  e.Tperienced  in  the  enlistment  of  sea- 
men. To  what  cause  this  should  be  attributed  I  am  unable 
to  say  ;  and,  consequently,  I  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  any 
remedy.  It  is,  however,  probably  true,  that  ihe  mt re  sea- 
man is  of  too  little  consideration  in  the  general  estimate  of 
the  service.  Laws  and  regulations  securing  to  him  the  en- 
joyment of  his  just  rights,  liberal  wages  punctually  paid,  and 
a  strict  application,  if  not  an  extension,  of  the  benevolent 
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policy  which  provides  for  him  or  his  family  when  he  is  dis- 
abled or  killed  in  the  service,  would  probably  secure  for  our 
ships  of  war  the  preference  in  most  cases  over  those  of  tha 
meichant  service. 

Fxpcriinciits  iv  gunnery  and projeitiles. 

Experiments  in  gunnery  and  projectiles,  w!:ich  have  bcett 
conducted  for  several  successive  seasons,  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  M.  C.  Perry,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  have 
been  continued  oa,board  the  United  !States  steamer  Fulton. 
Captain  John  T.  Newton,  but  under  the  general  control  of 
Captain  Perry.  In  testing  a  gun  in  the  usual  mode,  it  un- 
fortunately burst,  killing  several  men  and  wounding  others. 
I  have  caused  the  suiject  to  be  investigated  by  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, whose  finding  shows  that,  hov.'cver  distressing  and  de- 
plorable the  accident  may  have  been,  no  just  censure  can  be 
attached  to  the  officers  who  conducted  the  experiment. 

Measures  have  been  adopted,  and  are  now  In  process  of 
execution,  for  supplying  the  navy  with  the  requi.-ile  gun?. 
Less  progress  has  been  made  than  was  desirable,  because  of 
the  great  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  obtain  the  best 
guns  which  could  be  procured  in  the  com. try.  In  a  short 
time  they  will  be  furnished  of  the  various  descriptions  used 
in  the  service,  including  the  Paixhan  guns. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "  making  experiments  to  test  the  value  of  improve- 
ments in  ordnance,  in  the  construction  of  steamers  and  other 
vessels  of  war,  and  in  other  matters  connected  with  the  na- 
val service  and  the  national  tl-fcnce,"  no\h\ng  has  yet  been 
actually  paid.  Some  experiments,  however,  have  already 
been  authorized,  and  others  are  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  department,  from  which  very  beneficial  results  aro 
confidently  anticipated.  It  is  not  proper,  however,  to  make 
them  public  at  this  time.  So  many  scientific  and  practical 
men  throughout  the  country  arc  now  turning  their  attention 
to  this  subject,  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  great  advan- 
tages from  a  judicious  use  of  this  appropriation. 

I  have,  under  your  directions,  taken  measures  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  steam.er  on  Lake  Erie,  in  compliance  withtha 
act  of  9th  September,  IS-U. 

P^re^icrvation  of  live  oak. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted 
for  the  preservation  of  live  oak  and  red  cedar  timber,  under 
existing  laws,  have  not  been  attended  with  the  desired  results. 
Whether  this  is  owing  to  the  inelTiciency  in  the  laws  them- 
selves, or  to  want  of  due  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  ihc  a-ents 
employed,  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  but  I  have  the  most  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  the  timber  is  daily  taken  in  lar^e  quanti- 
ties from  the  public  lands,  without  authority  and  contrary 
to  law.  This  is  a  serious  mischief,  and  one  which  calls  for 
prompt  remedy.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  agencies 
now  authorized  by  law  will  not  answer  the  purpose.  The 
lawless  bands  who  are  engaged  in  these  depredations  pay  no 
respect  to  the  unsupported  authority  of  the  agents;  and.  as 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  bring  them  to  justice  through  the 
ordinary  forms  of  trial,  they  are  left  to  plunder  unrestrained. 
The  presence  of  a  military  force,  charged  with  that  especial 
duty,  is  bt  lieved  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  this 
most  valuable  timber.  A  very  small  force  would  answer  the 
purpose.  A  single  steamboat,  with  her  ordinary  crew  and  a 
few  mari.vs,  under  the  command  of  an  active  and  judicious 
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navy  officer,  would  be  able  to  pass  rapidly  from  point  to  point, 
and  extend  full  protection  to  every  timber  district  which  is 
accessible  by  water.  The  co-oppration  of  revenue  cutters 
might  lie  afforded,  if  required.  This  would  be  at  once  the 
most  effectual  and  the  cheapest  expedient.  Agents  might 
6til!  be  employed  to  watch  the  interior  districts,  and  to  give 
notice  of  all  trespasses  committed  on  them.  Power  should 
be  given  to  arrest  offenders,  and  to  bring  them  before  the 
projier  tribunals  for  trial.  The  penalties  and  forfeitures  pre- 
Ecribed  by  the  acts  of  1817  and  1331  are  supposed  to  be 
BufBcicnliy  severe;  the  only  difficulty  now  is  to  detect  of- 
fenders and  bring  them  to  justice.  Additional  legislation, 
also,  is  probably  necessary,  to  define  accurately  the  limits  of 
the  reserved  distiicts,  and  to  prevent  all  interference  v^iih 
private  rights.  The  whole  subject  is  respectfully  submitted 
as  one  which  claims  the  early  and  serious  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

fVater  rotted  .iineiicau  hemp. 

Every  effort  has  been  made,  in  compliance  with  the  law, 
to  obtain'watcr  rotted  American  hemp  for  the  use  ofthe  navy, 
but  hitherto  without  success.  One  contract  has  neen  made, 
but  the  contractor  has  been  unable  to  cin^ply  with  its  terms. 
We  are,  therefore,  for  the  present,  thrown  upon  ov.r  former 
resources  for  a  supply  of  this  article,  but  I  shall  ccntinue  to 
use  all  possible  exertions  to  carr}^  out  the  wise  ddII  w  of  Con- 
gress upon  this  point. 

Necessity  of  re  formation  in  onv  naval  establishment. 

That  refurm  is  necessary,  in  every  part  of  our  naval  es- 
tablishment, is  on  all  hands  admitted  ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of 
general  regret  that  it  has  been  so  long  delayed.  The  delay 
has  been  in  the  highest  degree  injurious  to  the  service,  and 
is  daily  rendering  reform  more  and  more  difficult,  as  it  be- 
comes more  and  more  indispensable.  Impressed  with  this 
truth,  and  anxiousthat  no  time  should  be  lost  in  commencing 
this  important  work,  I  respectfully  bring  it  to  your  notice  at 
the  earliest  daj'.  1  do  not  propose,  however,  to  present  at 
this  time  more  than  the  mere  outlines  ofthe  many  important 
subjects  to  which  I  desire  to  invite  your  attention.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  Congress,  if  it  should  act  upon  the  subject  at  all, 
vi'ill  refer  it  to  committees  of  their  own  body,  before  whom  I 
hope  to  be  prepared  to  lay  all  the  information  that  may  be 
required. 

The  first  step  ought  to  be  the  preparation  of  a  full  code  of 
laws  and  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  na- 
vdl  service.  Without  this,  every  other  measure  of  reform 
will  be  unavailing.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  .'"ree  government 
that  the  rights,  the  duties,  and  the  responsibilities  of  all  men, 
in  all  conditions,  should  be  ascertained  and  accurately  defin- 
ed ;  and  it  is  of  the  essence  of  tyranny  that  men  should  be 
punished  f  )r  imputed  offences,  or  at  the  arbitary  discretioH 
of  their  judges.  'J'his  truth  applies  with  peculiar  force  to 
those  who  are  engaged  in  military  service.  The  strict  disci- 
pline which  that  service  requires,  renders  necessary  a  great 
variety  of  rules  which  would  be  useless  in  the  ordinary  con- 
ditions of  society,  which  involve  no  moral  or  social  crime,  but 
which,  nevertheless,  it  is  often  necessary  to  enforce  by  the 
most  rigorous  sanctions.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  unjust 
in  itself,  and  violative  of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  that 
these  new  and  peculiar  responsibilities  should  be  in  any  re- 
spect uncertain.  And  yet  it  is  in  many  cases  e.xtremely  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  according  to  existing  rules,  what  is  and 
what  is  not  an  offence  in  our  naval  service  ;  and  in  a  great 
variety  of  cases  it  is  altogether  uncertain  and  dependent  upon 
the  arbitrary  will  of  courts  martial  in  what  mode  and  to  what 
extent  offences,  real  or  imputed,  shall  be  punished.  A  short 
review  of  our  legislation  on  this  subject  will  serve  to  present 
it  in  its  proper  light. 

General  rules  and  regulations  enacted. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  23d  April,  1800,  certain 
general  rules  and  regulations  were  enacted  embracing  the 
most  prominentand  important  subjects  relating  to  the  service. 
These  are  still  in  force  ;  but,  although  they  nre  of  a  character 
to  apply  to  the  Navy,  in  whatever  condition  it  may  be  placed, 
nnd  were  deemed  8ltog':'ther  sufficient  for  it  in  its  then  infant 


state,  they  are  too  few  in  number,  and  enter  too  little  into  de- 
tails, to  answer  their  yjurpose  at  the  present  day.  Acting 
upon  this  idea,  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  soon  after 
its  establishment  in  1815,  compiled  "  Rules,  Regulations  and 
Instructions  for  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United  States," 
"  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  obedience 
to  an  act  of  Congress  passed  7th  February,  1815,  entitled 
an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a 
Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  board  of  commission- 
ers." This  compilation,  commonly  called  the  Blue  Book,  is 
still  prnctically  in' force,  and,  together  with  the  act  of  1800, 
constitutes  the  only  system  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  ofthe  Navy. 

By  the  act  establishing  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners 
it  is  provided  "  that  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be,  and  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
shall  be  nece.ssary  for  securing  a  uniformity  in  the  several 
classes  of  vssfcls  and  their  equipments,  and  for  repairing  and 
refitting  them,  and  for  securing  responsibilit}'  in  the  subordi- 
nate officers  and  agents  ;  which  regulations,  when  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  respected  and 
obeyed,  until  altered  and  revoked  by  the  same  authority;  and 
the  said  rules  and  regulations,  thus  prepared  and  approved, 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session."  Whe- 
ther or  not  the  Blue  Book  (which  derives  its  authority  from 
this  law  alone)  was  ever  approved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  laid  before  Congress  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining.  The  probability  is  that  it  was  not  approved, 
as  the  book  itself  contains  no  evidence  upon  the  subject. — 
But,  even  if  both  these  formalities  were  observed,  it  is  alto- 
gether clear  to  my  mind  that  the  Commissioners  acted  with- 
out authority  in  prescribing  many  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions contained  in  that  book. 

The  obvious  intention  of  the  act  of  Congress  is  to  make 
the  Navy  Commissioners  the  ministerial  agents  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  for  certain  purposes.  He  has  no  authority 
to  employ  any  other  agent  for  those  purposes.  Among  other 
things,  it  is  their  duty,  under  the  second  section  of  the  act, 
"  by  and  w'ith  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
prepare  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  necessary,"  in 
the  execution  of  the  specific  duties  therein  assigned  to  them, 
and  for  "securing  responsibility  in  the  subordinate  officers 
and  agents"  employed  in  those  duties.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  terms  ofthe  act,  and  nothing  in  its  plain  purpose  and  in- 
tention, to  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  prepare  a  general 
code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  navy. 
They  were  strictly  confined  to  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
act,  to  wit,  "  securing  a  uniformity  in  the  several  classes  of 
vessels  and  their  equipments,  and  repairing  and  refitting 
them."  For  these  purposes  and  for  no  other,  they  had  au- 
thority to  prepare,  by  and  with  the  consent  ofthe  Secretary 
ofthe  Navy,  such  rules  and  regubitions  as  they  might  deem 
proper;  and,  as  a  necessary  incident  of  this  authority,  to 
prepare  additional  rules  for  securing  responsibility  in  their 
subordinate  agents. 

That  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress  is  so 
apparent  that  I  deem  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a 
more  critical  examination  in  order  to  prove  it. 

But  the  Blue  Book  is  not  confined  to  these  objects.  It 
contains  a  great  variety  of  rules  and  regulations  applying 
to  every  department  of  naval  duty,  and  to  every  officer  and 
man  connx?ctcd  with  the  naval  service.  It  is  designed  as  a 
general  code  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  navy,  and,  as  such,  it  is  universally  received,  and  daily 
acted  on. 

Under  this  code,  thus  questionable  in  its  authority,  and 
altogether  insufficient  in  itself,  the  navy  has  been  governed 
for  twenty-three  years !  There  is,  in  truth,  no  law  upon  the 
subject — no  obligatory  rule  whatever,  except  what  is  found 
in  the  act  of  18U0;  and  that  is  altogether  imperfect  and  in- 
adequate. 

Amended  rules  and  regulations. 

This  subject  was  brought  before  Congress  in  1832.  A  law 
was  passed  in  that  year  authorizing  the  President  to  consti- 
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tnte  a  board  of  naval  officers,  to  be  composed  of  the  Navy 
CoQimissioners  and  two  post  captains,  whose  duty  it  should 
be,  "with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  AUorney  General, 
carefully  to  revise  the  ru'es  and  regulations  governing  the 
naval  service,  with  the  view  to  adapt  them  to  the  present 
and  future  exigencies  of  the  service;  which  rules  and  regu- 
lations, when  approved  by  him  and  sanctioned  by  Con- 
gress, should  have  the  force  of  law,  and  stand  in  lieu  of  all 
others  theretofore  enacted."  The  Board  thus  constituted 
convened  in  November  of  the  same  year.  In  November, 
3  833,  they  submitted  tlie  result  of  their  labors  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  on  the  23d  of  the  following  month 
the  rules  and  regulations  thus  prepared  were  approved  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  the  7th  February,  1834,  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  moved 
that  1,000  additional  copies  be  printed,  which  was  directed 
on  the  following  day.  On  the  1st  May,  1834,  the  President 
submitted  to  Congress  "  certain  proposals  for  amending  the 
present  laws  in  relation  to  the  naval  service."  Whether  or 
not  these  were  the  same  proposals  which  he  had  previously 
submitted,  (viz.  on  the  23d  December,  1833,)  I  am  not  in- 
formed, nor  is  it  of  any  importance  in  itself.  The  proba- 
bility is,  that  some  amendment  of  the  rules  originally  pre- 
pared was  presented  in  May,  1834.  On  the  8th  of  the  same 
month,  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  reported  a  resolution  for  the  printing  of 
1,000  additional  copies  of  the  (ime/idcd  ru\cs3ind  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  Navy.  No  further  action  was  had 
upon  the  subject,  and  Co<»'jrcss  adjourned  on  the  oOlh  of  the 
following  month. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  thi?  important  subject 
has  been  before  Congress  ever  since  the  year  1832,  and  that 
nothing  effectual  has  yet  been  done  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  act  of  that  year.  Soon  after  the  appointinent  of  .Mr. 
Paulding  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  took  the  subject  up, 
and  urged  it  with  all  proper  zeal.  Such,  however,  was  the 
pressure  of  other  duties  upon  the  Board  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  them  to  attend  to  the  revision  of  the  naval  code,  as 
Mr.  Paulding  desired,  until  December,  1840.  On  the  19th 
of  February,  1841,  they  submitted  their  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  who  approved  thereof,  but  did  not  lay  it 
before  Congress,  as  the  act  of  1832  directed.  Neither  was 
this  done  at  the  called  session  of  May  last.  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  lay  this  report  before  you,  and  to  ask  that  it  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress. 

I  cannot  recommend  the  approval  of  these  rules  and  regu- 
lations. I  believe  them  to  be  objectionable  in  many  import- 
ant respects;  and  as  the  further  action  of  Congress  in  re- 
gard to  them  is  necessar)',  I  recommend  that  they  be  again 
submitted  to  revision.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
preparation  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
all  classes  and  grades  in  the  Navy  ought  not  to  be  entrusted 
to  any  one  of  them  exclusively.  A  mixed  commission,  em- 
bracing the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  departments  of  ser- 
vice, would,  it  is  believed,  be  best  qualified  to  adapt  to  every 
part  of  the  service  the  proper  laws  and  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment and  regulation  of  it.  Such  a  commission  might,  with 
the  aid  of  the  rules  now  submitted,  easily  report  to  Congress 
in  time  for  its  action  during  the  present  session. 

Evils  from  the  luant  of  a  proper  naval  code. 

The  evils  resulting  from  the  want  of  a  proper  naval  code 
are  of  the  most  serious  character,  and  will,  if  not  remedied, 
ultimately  ruin  the  naval  service  of  our  country.  What  can 
be  expected  of  a  community  of  men,  living  together  under 
circumstances  tending  to  constant  excitement  and  collisions, 
with  no  fixed  law  to  govern  them,  and  where  even  rank  and 
station  are  imperfectly  defined  1  The  necessarj'  consequence 
of  such  a  state  of  things  must  be,  disputes,  contests,  disorder, 
and  confusion.  Sometimes  unauthorized  power  will  be  as- 
sumed, and  at  other  limes  lawful  authority  will  be  disobeyed. 
It  is  impossible  that  a  wholesome  discipline  can  pre^■ail  in 
this  uncertain  condition  of  official  rank  and  authority.  The 
same  uncertainty  prevails  in  regard  to  yiunishments.  The 
unbounded  latitude  of  discretion  allowed  to  courts  martial 
in  this  respect  is  of  most  evil  consequence,  and  calls  loudly 


for  correction.  It  invites  to  the  indulgence  of  prejudice  and 
favoritism — suljccting  liu'ht  oflcnces  to  undue  punishment, 
and  ^suffering  great  ofienders  to  escape  vvit'ii  trivial  penalties. 
And,  even  if  no  such  improper  bias  could  be  supposed  to 
exist,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all  courts  will  look  upon 
all  offences  with  the  same  eye.  Men  of  lenient  and  indul- 
gent feelings  will  punish  lightly  the  samo  olFcnces  which 
those  of  a  different  character  will  punish  with  the  most  rigor- 
ous severity.  Hence  an  inequality  of  punishment  will  pre- 
vail, odious  in  itself,  calculated  to  excite  discontent,  to  bring 
courts  martial  into  disrepute,  and  to  destroy  the  just  influence 
of  their  sentences,  as  a  means  of  preserving  the  honor  and 
discipline  of  the  service.  To  prevent  these  evils,  to  remedy 
the  disorders  which  now  prevail,  and  to  place  the  Navy  in  a 
healthy  and  efficient  condition,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
provide  for  it  a  code  of  laws  and  rules  which  sliall  accurately 
define  rawk  and  authority,  plainly  prescribe  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities, and  ascertain  crimes  and  their  punishments. 
And  I  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  pro[)er  departments 
of  the  Government  the  indispensable  necessity  of  entering 
upon  this  important  work  without  loss  of  time. 

Re-organization  of  the  ^Wivy  Department. 

The  subject  next  in  importance  is  the  re-organization  of 
the  Navy  Department.  I  have  had  but  a  s!»ort  experience  in 
this  Department;  but  a  short  experience  is  enough  to  dis- 
play its  defects,  even  to  the  most  superficial  observation.     It 
is,  in  truth,  not  organized  at  all.    The  labor  to  be  performed 
must,  under  any  circumstances,  be  great  and  onerous;  but 
it  is  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  want  of  a  proper  arrangement 
and  distribution  of  duties.   At  present,  a  multitude  of  duties 
are  imposed  upon  the  head  of  the  Department,  which  any 
one  of  its  clerks  could  discharge  ns  well  as  himself,  but 
which,  from   their  pressing  nature,  he  is  not  permitted  to 
postpone.    Hence,  his  whole  time  is  occupied  in  trifling  de- 
tails, rendering  it  impossible  for  him  to  bestow  the  requisite 
attention  upon  more  important  subjects,  involving  the  great 
interests  of  the  service.     These  details  are  indeed  so  nu- 
merous and  multifarious  as  to  constitute  in  themselves  an 
amount  of  duties  fully  etjunl  to  the  powers  of  anj'  one  man. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  present  want  of  proper  arrangement 
is  extremely  unfavorable  to  that  direct  individual  responsi- 
bility which  it  is  so  necessary  to  impose  on  ever}'  public  of- 
ficer.   The  same  cause  occasions  delays  in  the  operations  of 
the  Department,  by  rendering  necessary  a  variety  of  tedious 
official  forms,  and  consequently  preventing  that  promptness 
of  action  which  is  indispensable  to  its  due  efficiency.     And 
it  is  not  the  least  among  the  evils  of  this  state  of  things  that 
the  precise  condition  of  the  several  branches  of  the  service 
cannot  be  ascertained  without  much  time  and  labor;  thus 
adding  to  the  cost  of  the  Department,  while  it  diminishes  its 
usefulness.  These  inconveniences  and  embarrassments,  and 
many  others  which  are  daily  felt,  in  the  administration  of  the 
Department,  would  in  some  degree  be  removed  by  a  mere 
re-arrangement  and  proper  distribution  of  the  labor  now  em- 
ployed in  it ;  but  additional  labor  is  absolutely  necessary,  in 
order  to  enable  it  to  discharge  its  functions  in  the  manner 
required  in  the  interest  of  the  service.    It  woidd  not  be  pro- 
per to  enter  into  all  the  details  of  the  subject  in  this  report. 
It  is  already  before  Congress,  and  will  doubtless  receive  the 
early  attention  of  that  body.     A  resolution  was  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  19th  February,  1839,  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  "  report  to  this  House, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  Congress,  a  plan  for  the 
re-organizaiion  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  adopting 
as  the  basis  of  his  plan  the  division  of  the  duties  now  per- 
formed by  the  Boaid  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and  their  as- 
signment to  separate  bureaux."     In  obedience  to  this  reso- 
lution, Mr.  Paulding,  the  then  Secretary,  sulimitlcd  on  the 
3Uth  December,  1839,  a  hmg  and  elaborate  report,  "based 
on  the  principle  presented  in  the  resolution."  To  this  report 
I  respectfully  refer.     In   most  of  its  vievs,  and  in  all  of  its 
more  im['ort^nt  conclusions.  I  fully  concur.     I  do  not,  how- 
ever, adopt  his  plan  precisely  as  he  has  pro[)nsed  it.     Some 
change  in  the  principles,  and  some  additional   provisions, 
wdl  probably  be  necessary,  which  the  experience  of  the  De- 
partment will  enable  it  to  suggest,  in  arranging  the  details 
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of  the  law.  I  carne.=;t!y  invoke  immediate  attpntion  to  the 
subject,  firmly  believino;  that  the  proposed  reform  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  due  administration  of  the  Department,  and 
that  it  cannot  be  longer  delayed  without  serious  injury  to 
the  service. 

Increase  of  the  Nnvy. 

Thf-re  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  now  the  eettied  policy 
of  the  Government  to  increase  the  Navy  as  rapidly  as  the 
means  at  its  disposal  will  admit,  and  it  may  therefore  be  un- 
necessary that  I  should  offer  any  suggcsiioris  upon  that  sub- 
ject. I  should  not  feel,  however,  that  my  duty  was  properly 
discharged  if  I  should  fail  to  add  whatever  influence  my  own 
recom.nicndation  may  possess  to  the  many  considerations 
which  suggest  this  as  our  true  policy. 

We  may  safely  estimate  the  mercantile  property  of  our 
citizens  annually  afloat  on  the  ocean,  and  employed  in  for- 
eign trade,  at  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions 
of  dollars;  and  to  this  is  to  be  added  the  value  of  the  vessels 
in  which  that  property  is  conveyed,  and  the  value  of  Ameri- 
can interests  vested  in  mercantile  estaldishmenta  abroad,  and 
dependent  on  American  trade.  The  coa«ting  trade,  not  in- 
cluding such  articles  as  are  exported,  cannot  be  accurately 
estimated,  but  it  certainly  amounts  to  many  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Taking  the  aggregate  of  all  property  annually  exposed 
to  arj  enemy  on  the  ocean,  on  the  lakes,  and  on  our  principal 
fcays  and  rivers,  it  will  probably  be  found  that  it  does  not  fall 
short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  So  large 
an  interest  is  entitled  to  demand,  and  justly  expects  to  re- 
ceive, the  most  certain  and  ample  protection.  This  is  due 
nlike  to  the  citizen  whose  property  is  thus  exposed,  and  to 
the  Government  vrhose  revenues  are  derived  principally  from 
the  duties  which  that  property  pays.  But  that  protection  can 
Le  found  only  on  the  ocean.  Trade  is  never  secure  unless  it 
can,  at  ail  times  and  in  all  places,  appeal  for  support  to  the 
national  flag;  and  it  ought  to  feel  that  it  is  safe  wherever 
that  fl.ig  is  displayed. 

Every  nation  eng^ajicd  in  foreign  tornmcrce  to  any  valua- 
ble extent  provides,  as  a  part  of  its  established  policy,  an 
edequate  military  marine.  Our  own  countiy  is  far  behind 
all  the  considerable  nations  of  the  world  in  this  respect.  As 
compared  with  England  and  France,  the  two  principal  com- 
mercial nations  of  Europe,  it  is  found  that  England,  with 
much  less  than  twice  our  foreign  tonnage,  has  more  than 
eight  times  as  many  vessels  of  war,  exclusive  of  her  steam 
ships:  France,  with  only  one-third  of  our  foreign  tonnage, 
has  more  than  five  times  as  many  vessels  of  war.  The  com- 
parison might  be  still  further  extended,  scarcely  less  to  the 
disadvantage  of  our  own  country.  It  may  well  excite  sur- 
prise that,  wilh  so  large  an  interest  at  stake,  and  with  a  cer- 
tainly that  it  will  rapidly  increase  from  year  to  year,  so  liitic 
preparation  should  have  been  made  for  its  protection  and  se- 
curity; and  this  surprise  will  not  be  diminished  when  we 
reflect  on  the  vast  interests  which  are  connected  with,  and 
dependent  upon,  our  foreign  commerce,  and  which  must 
necessarily  flourish  or  decay  along  with  it.    The  farmer,  the 

fjlanter,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  and  even  the  day 
aborer,  depends,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  upon  this  for 
the  success  of  his  own  peculiar  branch  of  industry  ;  and  evi^n 
the  fine  arts  themselves  are  not  exempt  from  the  same  in- 
fluences. Commerce  may  be  regarded  as  our  principal  in- 
terest,^ because,  to  A  great  extent,  it  includes  wilhin  it  every 
other  interest. 

Wars  often  arise  from  rivalry  in  trade,  and  from  the  con- 
flicts of  interests  which  belonjj  to  it.  The  presence  of  an 
adequate  naval  force,  to  protect  commerce,  by  promptly  re- 
dressing the  injuries  which  are  done  to  it,  is  one  of  the  best 
means  of  preventing  those  disputes  and  collisions  which  arc 
so  apt  to  interrupt  the  peace  and  harmony  of  nations. 

Cut  these  views,  although  sufficiently  important  in  them- 
jselves  to  justify  and  require  a  very  large  increase  of  our  naval 
force,  are  by  no  means  the  most  interesting  which  the  sub- 
ject suggest,;.  Ranking  in  the  first  class  of  nations,  we  arc 
under  an  absolute  necessity  to  regulate  our  policy,  in  some 
degree,  by  that  of  other  countries,  so  far  as  their  policy  may 
affect  us.  All  the  considerable  maritime  Powers  have,  within 
Jate  years,  added  greatly  to  their  naval  forces,  and  are  at  thi.s 


moment  actively  rngp.ged  in  the  same  work.  This  fact  alone 
would  seem  to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
make  similar  preparation  on  our  part.  In  proportion  as  other 
countries  multiply  the  means  by  which  they  may  annoy  usr, 
we  ought,  in  common  prudence,  to  add  to  our  own  defence.^ 
and  to  our  own  means  of  resisting  insult  and  injury.  Any 
other  course  will  only  invite  aggressions  upon  our  rights, 
which  will  continue  to  increase  so  long  as  we  shall  patiently 
bear  them,  and  which  must  ultimately  force  us  to  resistance, 
at  the  precise  time  when  we  are  least  prepared  to  make  it 
successfulh'. 

Free  governments,  which  are  necessarily  more  embarrass- 
ed in  their  councils,  and  slovier  in  their  action,  than  those 
which  are  not  bound  to  observe  the  necessary  forms  of  free 
government,  have  a  pcculi:ir  interest  to  guard  their  soil  from 
invasion.  The  nature  of  our  institutions  piesents  a  very 
strong  appeal  upon  this  point.  A  war  between  the  United 
States  and  any  considerable  maritime  power  would  not  be 
conducted  at  this  day  as  it  would  have  been  even  twenty 
years  ago.  It  vs'onld  be  a  war  of  incursions,  aiming  at  re- 
volution. The  first  blow  would  be  struck  at  us  through  our 
own  institutions.  No  nation,  it  is  presumed,  would  expect 
to  be  successful  over  us  for  any  length  of  time,  in  a  fair  con- 
test of  arms  upon  our  own  soil ;  and  no  ivise  nation  would 
attempt  it.  A  more  promising  expedient  would  be  sought,  in 
arraying  what  are  supposed  to  be  the  hostile  elements  of  our 
social  system  against  one  another.  An  enemy  so  disposed, 
and  free  to  land  upon  any  part  of  our  soil  which  might 
promise  success  to  his  enterprise,  would  be  armed  with  a 
four-fold  power  of  annoyance.  Of  the  vltivinte  result  of 
such  incursions,  we  have  no  reason  to  be  afraid  ;  but,  even 
in  the  best  event,  war  upon  our  own  soil  would  be  the  more 
expensive,  the  more  embarrassing,  and  the  more  horrible  in 
its  efTects,  by  compelling  us  at  the  same  time  to  oppose  an 
enemy  in  the  field  and  to  guard  against  attempts  to  subvert 
our  social  systems. 

Exposure  of  the  Seahoard, 

Heretofore  we  have  found  in  the  shallowness  of  many  of 
our  waters  security,  to  a  certain  extent,  against  invasion  by 
sea.  So  long  as  maritime  wars  were  conducted  in  vessels 
of  large  size  and  preat  draught,  we  had  little  to  apprehend 
from  them  except  at  a  few  points,  and  those  were  suscepti- 
ble of  adequate  defence  on  land.  But  this  security  can  no 
longer  be  relied  on.  The  application  of  steam  power  to  ves- 
sels of  war,  and  the  improvements  which  have  recently  been 
made  in  artillery,  are  destined  to  change  the  whole  system 
of  maritime  war.  Steamboats  of  light  draught,  and  which 
may  be  easily  transported  across  the  ocean  in  vessels  of  a 
larger  class,  may  invade  us  at  almost  any  point  of  our  ex- 
tended coast,  may  penetrate  the  interior  through  our  shallow 
rivers,  and  thus  expose  half  our  country  to  hostile  attacks. 
The  celerity  with  which  these  movements  could  be  made, 
the  facility  with  which  such  vessels  could  escape,  and  the 
promptness  wilh  which  they  could  change  the  point  of  at- 
tack, would  enable  an  enemy,  with  a  comparatively  incon- 
siderable force,  to  harass  our  whole  seaboard,  and  to  carry  nil 
tbe  horrors  of  war  into  the  securest  retreats  of  our  people. 
The  efffct  of  those  incursions  would  be  terrible  everyvrhere, 
but  in  the  southern  portion  of  our  country  they  might,  and 
probably  would  tie  disastrous  in  the  extreme. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  war  thus  conducted  must  be  success- 
ful to  a  very  great  extent,  in  s[)ite  of  all  the  defences  on  land 
which  we  could  contrive.  Nothing  less  than  the  comersion 
of  half  our  country  into  a  military  garrison  could  protect  us 
against  it.  Such  is  the  exposed  condition  of  our  country, 
such  is  the  character  of  our  institutions,  and  such  the  posi- 
tion of  our  people,  that  a  population  of  twice  our  present 
number,  under  the  best  possible  military  organization,  would 
avail  us  but  little.  Whilst  the  combined  powers  of  the  world 
could  not  subdue  us,  even  a  secondarj'  naval  power  could 
avoid  our  land  defences,  set  our  armies  at  defiance,  and  pro- 
secute against  us  a  war  intolerably  harassing  and  disastrous. 

The  single  question,  then,  which  we  have  to  decide,  in 
reference  to  this  subject,  is,  where  and  by  whom  shall  those 
battles  be  fought,  which  may  hereafter  become  necessary  in 
defence  of  our  property,  our  institutions,  our  honor,  and  our 
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lives  1  Shall  we  meet  the  enemy  upon  the  ocean,  with  men 
trained  and  disciplined  for  the  contest,  or  sufler  him  to  land 
upon  our  shores,  trusting  to  a  scattered  and  harns.^od  people 
to  expel  him  from  their  farms  and  their  firesides  1  This  ques- 
tion admits  of  liut  one  answer.    IJut  it  is  worse  than  idle  to 


not  apply  to  steam  vessels  of  a  smaller  class,  destined  for  the 
defence  of  our  own  coast  and  harhors.  These  ought  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  be  delayed.  'J'hey  would  be 
particularly  useful  on  the  lakes  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
On  the  lakes  thoy  might  be  advantageously  employed,  un- 


suppose  that  all  those  high  interests  to  which  I  have  alluded  I  der  proper  regulations,  in  the  revenue  service.    They  would 
can  be  adequately  protected  by  our  present  naval  force. —  I  be  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  consequence 


of  the  calms  and  currents  which  prevail  there,  and  of  their 
greater  facility  in  making  harbor  in  the  violent  tempests 
which  are  so  common  in  that  latitude.  There  is,  in  truth, 
but  the  single  harbor  of  Pensacola  in  which  a  ship  of  lar^e 
draught  can  find  shelter,  although  there  are  many  which  af- 
ford sufficient  depth  of  water  for  steam  vessels  of  the  proper 
size.  These  vessels  should  be  built  of  white  oak,  reservin" 
the  live  oak  for  those  of  a  diflcrcnt  class. 

Steam  slaps  of  Iron — Experiment  recommended. 

Steam  ships  have  been  built  in  Europe  altogether  of  iron. 


Four  thousand  miles  of  exposed  sea  and  lake  coast,  a  foreign 
commerce  scattered  through  the  most  distant  seas,  and  a 
domestic  trade  exposed  alike  upon  the  ocean  and  upon  our 
interior  waters,  are,  in  efl'rct,  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
when  they  are  entrusted  to  the  protection  of  some  twenty 
ships  in  comm.ission. 

If  these  views  be  not  altogether  deceptive,  the  policy  of  in- 
creasing our  navy,  without  further  delay,  is  obvious.  Ho-w 
far  it  siiall  be  increased,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  de- 
cide. Looking  to  it  as  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  adequate 
defence  of  our  country  against  those  wars  of  incursions  from  i 

which  so  much  evil  is  to  be  apprehended,  I  respectfully  I  As  far  as  the  experiment  has  been  made,  it  is  understood  to 
suggest  that  we  cannot  safely  stop  short  of  half  the  naval  !  have  been  successful.  I  recommend  that  it  be  made  here  also, 
force  of  the  strongest  maritime  power  in  the  world.  Our  ,  with  at  least  one  vessel  of  medium  size,  sufficiently  large  to 
policy  is  peace,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  ourselves  a  war  of  afford  a  fair  test,  without  exposing  too  much  to  the  hazard  of 
aggression  in  any  case,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  as  ,  failure.  The  great  abundance  of  that  material  found  in  all 
a  measure  of  defence.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  nation  j  parts  of  our  country  affords  us  every  facility  which  can  be 
could  detach  from  other  service  more  than  one-fourth  of  its  '  desired  ;  and  our  workmen  will  soon  acquire,  if  they  do  not 
whole  naval  force,  to  attack  us  upon  our  own-coast;  so  that,  now  possess,  the  requisite  skill  in  converting  it  into  vessels, 
after  deducting  such  part  of  our  own  force  as  we  could  not  I  We  may  thus  acquire  a  cheap  and  almost  imperishable  naval 
emplo}'  at  all,  and  such  part  as  we  should  be  compelled  to  ,  force,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  afTord  encouragement  to 
employ  elsewhere,  we  might  reasonably  hope  to  repel  from    some  of  the  most  useful  branches  of  our  home  industry. 

our  shores  any  maritime  power,  with  only  half  its  force  in     ,-.  .      ^    .  .  .  ^.  .  „ 

,•  •■.••.11        ,1        ,u-  a     L  M  ^„  ,^\  JSo  necessity  to  increase  tlie  mtmoer  of  our  Line  of  Bat- 

ships       \\  tth  less  than  this,  our  fleets  would  serve  only  to  i  ''  tl    S! '/ 

swell  the  triumphs  and  feed  the  cupidity  of  our  enemy.     It  ^  ' 

is  better  to  have  none  at  ail  than  to  have  less  than  enough.  |       In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  necessity  at  present  to  increase 

I  am  aware  that  this  great  increase  of  our  naval  power  can-  i  the  number  of  our  line  of  battle  ships.  Some  of  those  which 

not  be  effected  in  any  short  time.     I  propose  it  only  as  the  ^  we  now  have  would  be  more  useful  if  cut  down  to  frigates 

object  at  which  our  policy  ought  to  aim,  and  towards  the  at-  '  of  the  largest  class.    There  is,  even  in  the  present  condition 

tainment  of  which  your  measures  ought  to  be  steadily  di-  ,  of  the  service,  a  pressing  demand  for  sloops  of  war,  brigs,  and 

reeled.    An  annual  appropriation,  as  liberal  as  the  means  of;  schooners;  and  I  recommend  that  a  suitable  number  of  them 

the  Treasury  will  allow,  will  In  a  few  years  accomplish  all    he  immediately  built.  Not  less  than  ten  are  necessary,  even 

that  is  desirable. 


Steamsldps  of  JVur. 


in  the  present  condition  of  our  Nav3'.  One  of  them  should 
be  kept  in  commission  and  ready  for  service  at  each  of  our 
principal  ports  ;  and  this  may  be  done  without  any  conside- 
Of  what  description  of  vessels  our  navy  ought  to  be  com-  rabie  additional  expense,  because  they  will  always  be  pre- 
posed,  is  a  question  of  great  importance,  and  one  which  we  pared  to  perform  a  variety  of  duties  for  which  the  Govern- 
are  compelled  to  decide  with  reference  to  the  practice  of  ment  now  pays  high  prices  to  merchant  vessels.  Moreover, 
other  countries.  Doubtless  a  very  large  part  of  it  ought  to  !  they  may  be  built  of  such  timber  as  is  rejected  in  the  con- 
consist  of  steam  ships.  Experience  has  shown  that  these  j  struction  of  larger  vessels.  It  is  proper  that  we  should  have 
vessels  may  be  rendered  perfectly  safe  at  sea,  and  that  they  :  someofour  vessels  always  ready  for  sudden  emergencies,  and 
may  be  so  constructed  as  to  adapt  them,  in  other  respects,  to    none  arc  so  cheap  or  so  convenient  as  brigs  and  schooners. 

purposes  of  war.     Of  their  great  usefulness  the  world  has  '  „  ,  , ,.  .  J^  . 

u    ,       .  ■,  ■  (•  •     ,L  -  .•  r  .u    i>  •.•  u  "^  lars-e  addition  to  our  ri-i grates. 

had  a  stnkmg  proof  m  the  recent  operations  of  the  British  •--  -^ 

squadron  on  the  coast  of  Syria — troops  were  transported  a  In  view  of  any  considerable  increase  of  the  Navy,  a  large 
distance  of  two  thousand  miles  over  the  ocean,  and  were  ,  addition  to  our  frigates  of  the  first  class  ought  to  be  made, 
engaged  in  battle  in  Asia  Minor  on  the  sixteenth  day  after  ,  Our  present  44  gun  frigates  would  not  encounter,  upon  equal 
leaving  England.  This  and  other  facilities  afforded  liy  this  ;  terms,  the  modern  frigates  of  the  first  class  of  England  and 
class  of  vessels  were  so  great  and  effective  that  the  admiral  i  France.  To  enable  us  to  contend  successfully  with  these, 
declared  that  "  his  success  was  owing  to  the  efficiency  of  his  '•  the  principal  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  we  must  not  only 
steamers."  We  may  well  profit  by  the  lesson  thus  taught  !  increase  our  general  naval  force  in  proportion  as  they  in- 
us.  I  respectfully  suggest,  however,  that  it  would  not  be  [  crease  theirs,  but  we  must  also  build  vessels  of  correspond- 
wise  in  us  to  engage  very  extensively  in  the  construction  of  j  ing  size  and  description  with  those  which  they  will  use 
steam  ships  of  war  of  the  largest  class  at  this  time.     Imitat-  ,  against  us. 

jng  the  example  of  England,  our  wisest  policy  would  be  to  I       7-,  ^   , ,.  ,  /-  ,  •    ,  ,      .      , 

aid  the  private  enterprise  of  our  citizens  in    constructing  ]      Estabhshment  of  higher  grades  in  the  naval  service. 

packet  ships,  to  ply  between  this  country  and  foreign  ports.  I  renew,  with  anxious  desire  for  its  success,  the  recom- 
These  should,  of  course,  be  so  constructed  as  to  fit  them  for  1  mendation  so  often  made  by  my  predecessors  for  the  estab- 
war  purposes,  and  should  be  held  subject  to  the  demand  of!  lishment  of  higher  grades  in  the  naval  service.  This  will  be 
the  Governnient,  upon  equitable  conditions.  There  will,  in  i  absolutely  necessary  if  the  Navy  should  be  considerably  in 
all  probability,  be  enough  of  such  vessels  to  answer  all  the 


purposes  for  which  steam  ships  of  the  largest  class  would  be 
required,  and  they  would  be  furnished  at  a  comparatively 
small  cost  to  the  Government.  Improvements  are  dailv,  made 
not  only  in  steam  machinery,  but  in  the  propelling  power 
applied  to  steam  vessels.    Experiments  are  now  in  progress 


creased,  and  would  be  highly  useful  even  in  its  present  con- 
dition. The  rank  of  admiral  is  known  in  all  the  navies  of  the 
world  except  our  own ;  it  has  existed  through  a  long  course 
of  past  ages,  and  has  been  fully  tested  in  the  experience  of 
all  nations.  It  still  exi :ts,  and  is  still  approved.  I  can  per- 
ceive nothing  in  our  peculiar  situation  to  prevent  us  from 


which  promise  important  results  in  these  respects,  and  it    profiting  by  the  lesson  thus  afforded.    That  which  has  been 


would  probably  be  judicious  nut  to  expend  large  sums  in  the 
construction  of  steam  ships  for  distant  cruises  until  these  re- 


found  valuable  in  the  naval  service  of  other  countries,  we 
have  good  reason  to  believe,  will  be  equally  valuable  in  our 


Bulls  shall  be  made  known.     But  the  same  reasoning  does    own.     But,  apart  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  there  are 
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many  reasons  of  a  positive  character  why  we  should  no  long- 
er delay  to  place  ourselves  upon  an  equality,  in  this  respect, 
with  all  the  considerable  nations  of  the  world. 

It  is,  as  a  general  rule,  wise  and  politic  to  establish  as  many, 
grades' as  possible  in  all  military  service.  The  oflicer  should 
always  have  before  him  some  station,  yet  to  be  reached,  and 
worthy  of  a  high  and  generous  ambition.  He  who  has  at- 
tained all  that  is  attainable  has  no  need  of  any  further  exer- 
tions than  just  enough  to  sust^^in  him  where  he  is ;  all  beyond 
this  is  supererogatory,  for  he  is  not  permitted  to  hope  that 
either  ihe  utmost  exertions  of  his  powers,  or  the  most  gene- 
rous self-sacrifices  in  the  public  service,  will  ever  raise  him 
one  grade  higher  in  the  ranks  of  his  countrymen. 

A  captaincy  in  the  Navy  is  of  very  diflicult  attainment, 
according  to  our  slow  rate  of  promotion ;  yet  all  those  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  reach  it  continue  to  feel,  in  no  less 
degree  than  before,  the  depressing  influences  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  They  daily  see,  in  the  navies  of  other  countries, 
men,  not  older  in  the  service  than  themselves,  nor  more 
worthy  in  any  respect,  filling  higher  stations,  and  enjoying 
more  distinguishing  proofs  of  the  confidence  and  gratitude 
of  their  country.  They  also  see  men,  of  equal  grade  with 
themselves,  cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  hope  of  a  well 
deserved  preferment,  to  which  they  know  that  their  own 
country  does  not  permit  them  to  aspire.  What  can  be  rnore 
natural  than  that  they  should  feel  disheartened  and  mortified 
ultimately  be  forced  to  compare,  disadvantageously  to  their 
own  country,  its  naval  service  with  that  of  other  nations  ] 

Rank  of  the  officers  in  the  Army. 

It  is  considered  wise  and  proper  in  the  army  to  raise  the 
rank  of  the  officer  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men  sub- 
jected to  his  command.  There  are  in  that  service  nine  dif- 
ferent grades  of  commissioned  officers,  while  in  the  navy 
there  are  but  three  ;  hence  it  is  very  difficult  to  arrange  the 
comparative  ranks  of  the  two  services.  Indeed,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  do  it  without  su/'posing  new  ranks  in  the  navy,  un- 
known to  the  law.  This,  though  not  a  very  serious  evil,  is 
an  inconvenience  which  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  ;  and,  so  far 
as  the  ffood  of  the  service  is  concerned,  it  is  not  perceived 
why  a  captain  in  the  navy  should  be  considered  better  adapt- 
ed to  the  command  of  a  fleet,  than  a  brigadier  general  in  the 
army  to  the  command  of  a  division.  The  two  services  equal- 
ly require  i^atih  according  to  the  extent  of  command.  It  is 
true  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  ma?!^'  grades  in  the  navy  as 
in  the  army ;  but  the  difference  is  in  the  lower  grades  only, 
and  not  in  the  higher. 

Embarrassments  in  the  interchange  of  civilities  xvith  na- 
val officers  of  other  countries. 

Our  naval  officers  are  often  subjected  to  serious  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  in  the  interchange  of  civilities  with 
those  of  other  countries  on  foreign  stations.  The  admiral 
of  England,  France,  or  Russia,  is  not  willing  to  admit  that 
he  13  of  no  higher  grade  than  the  post  captain  of  the  United 
States.  Our  commanders,  in  order  to  enforce  from  other 
countries  the  same  respect  which  they  themselves  are  will- 
ing to  pay,  are  compelled  to  insist  that  the  highest  grade  of 
service  in  the  United  States,  by  whatever  title  it  may  be  dis- 
tinguished, is  equal  to  the  highest  grade  of  service  in  any 
other  country  ;  and,  of  course,  that  an  American  post  cap- 
tain is  of  equal  rank  with  the  admiral  of  any  other  country 
whose  commission  is  not  of  older  date.  This  claim  is  at  least 
very  questionable.  Rank  is  a  positive  thing,  and,  by  the 
consent  and  usage  of  nations,  is  indicated  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice by  the  flag  which  the  commander  wears.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising, therefore,  that  the  admirals  of  Europe  should  refuse 
to  recognize  as  their  equals  in  rank  the  captains  of  the  United 
States,  whose  very  flag  affords  conclusive  proof  that  their 
own  country  regards  them  as  inferior.  It  is  true  this  claim 
of  equality  has  in  some  instances  been  allowed,  but  it  is  ge- 
nerally denied  ;  and  hence  that  interchange  of  friendly  cour- 
tesies, so  useful  in  preserving  the  harmony  and  good  under- 
standing of  nations,  has  often  been  prevented.  In  war,  the 
inconvenience  would  be  still  more  serious.  Whatever  con- 
cessions might  be  made  in  time  of  peace,  from  feelings  of 
respect  and  courtesy,  no  just  claim  of  rank  would  be  yielded 


in  time  of  war.  The  American  captain,  called  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  admiral  of  a  friendly  nation,  of  younger  date, 
would  necessarily  be  compelled  to  yield  the  honor  of  the 
chief  command,  or  to  contest  it  at  the  price  of  that  harmony 
which  would  be  necessary  to  the  success  of  their  joint  enter- 
prise. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  nations,  whose  systems 
have  been  so  long  established  and  acted  on,  will  yield  in  this 
respect  to  the  peculiar  views  and  wishes  of  the  United 
States.  The  inconveniences  resulting  from  our  nnomaious 
position  are  seriously  felt,  and  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
removed  by  placing  our  officers  on  a  ground  equally  advan- 
tageous with  that  which  is  occupied  by  those  of  other  coun- 
tries and  corresponding  commands. 

lianks  in  the  J\'avy  iiseful  as  an  instrument  of  discipline. 

Additional  ranks  in  the  Navy  would  be  eminently  useful 
as  an  instrument  of  discipline.  The  post  captain  of  to-day 
is  precisely  equal  in  rank  to  the  oldest  post  captain  in  the 
service.  He  feels  his  equality  from  the  first  moment  that  he 
attains  it,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  disinclination  to  be 
commanded  and  controlled  by  his  equal  rises  v^'itli  him.  He 
will  not  willingly  submit  to  learn,  as  a  scholar,  what  his  own 
position  authorizes  him  to  teach.  He  looks  to  a  separate 
command  for  himself  ;  he  begins  to  lay  down  systems  of  his 
own,  and  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the  lessons  of  experience  im- 
parted by  older  heads,  because  they  cannot  claim  any  higher 
rank.  The  respect  and  deference,  so  necessary  to  discipline, 
are  rarely  felt,  except  where  there  is  a  difference  of  rank :  and 
they  arc  most  strongly  felt  where  that  difference  is  greatest. 
In  this  way  the  creation  of  higher  grades  would  be  advanta- 
geously felt  through  all  the  grades  below  them.  It  would  be 
particularly  beneficial  in  its  influences  upon  the  younger 
classes  of  officers,  upon  whom  it  is  so  important  that  correct 
impressions  should  be  made. 

Advancement  in  the  service. 

There  is  yet  another  encouragement  which  should  be  held 
out  to  our  Navy  in  a  much  more  liberal  spirit  than  has  here- 
tofore been  manifested.  Advancement  in  the  service  has  been 
so  slow,  as  to  render  it  almost  hopeless  to  a  large  number  of 
our  most  promising  officers  of  the  lower  grades,  fefany  would 
long  since  have  retired  from  it  in  despair,  but  for  the  fact  that 
their  education  and  pursuits  unfit  them  for  profitable  occu- 
pations on  shore.  Surely  an  officer  who  has  faithfully  de- 
voted to  his  country  twelve  or  fifteen  years  of  the  prime  of 
his  life,  and  at  the  expense  of  all  qualification  for  other  pur- 
suits, is  entitled  to  be  advanced  at  least  one  grade  in  the 
ranks  of  her  service.  I  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  not  wise 
in  us  to  place  ourselves  in  a  position  to  be  compelled  to  en- 
trust to  age  and  imbecility  the  duties  which  require  the  vigor 
and  energy  of  younger  years  ;  and  yet,  under  the  systems 
which  have  heretofore  prevailed,  there  are  few  who  can  hope 
to  attain  the  higher  commands,  until  they  have  also  attained 
a  period  of  life  at  which  the  best  powers  of  man  begin  to 
decay. 

Begin  to  train  a  suitable  band  of  officers  to  (ahe  charge 
of  our  ISavy. 

If  it  be  our  purpose  to  increase  our  naval  force,  we  cannot 
too  soon  begin  to  train  a  suitable  band  of  officers  to  take 
charge  of  it.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  although  we  can 
build  a  good  ship  in  a  few  weeks,  it  requires  twenty  years 
of  arduous  service,  of  active  instruction,  and  of  strict  disci- 
pline, to  qualify  an  olficer  to  command  her.  If,  therefore,  we 
would  be  prepared  for  the  exigencies  of  the  next  twenty 
years,  we  must  begin  our  preparations  to  day.  It  is  mere 
prodigality  to  build  ships,  if  wo  have  no  officers  to  command 
them.  There  is  no  school  for  the  sea  officer  but  the  ship  it- 
self. The  theory  which  he  may  acquire  on  shore,  although 
a  necessary  part  of  his  education,  only  prepares  him  to  be- 
gin to  learn  what  he  is  required  to  know  as  a  naval  com- 
mander. A  small  fleet,  properly  employed,  will  afford  such 
a  school  to  pupils  enough  to  supply  a  large  one.  We  should 
not,  therefore,  wait  to  build  new  ships,  before  we  begin  to 
train  their  officers.  We  have  at  present  not  enough  for  our 
Navy,  if  all  our  ships  were  in  commission.     Those  ships,  if 
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actively  employed,  together  with  such  as  shall  be  built  from 
time  to  time,  even  under  the  most  restricted  scheme  for  the 
increase  of  our  naval  force,  vk'ill  afford  all  necessary  means 
of  emjiloying  and  training  twice  the  present  number  of  our 
ofilcers  of  every  grade. 

JMarine  Corps, 

There  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a  Iar<je  increase  of  the 
marine  corp-.  On  this  subject  I  refer  to  the  accompanying 
letter  of  Colonel  Henderson,  and  the  tables  which  he  has 
prepared  for  the  information  of  this  Department.  From 
these  it  will  be  seen  that  nothing  less  than  three  times  the 
present  number  of  marines  will  answer  the  exigencies  of  the 
service,  even  without  any  increase  of  our  present  naval  force. 
Requisitions  are  frequently  made  for  marines,  with  which  it 
is  impossible  to  comply,  however  necessiry  their  services  may 
be.  In  some  cases,  officers  in  command  of  important  posts 
have  felt  it  due  to  themselves  to  inform  the  Department  that 
they  could  not  hold  themselves  justly  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  the  public  property  entrusted  to  their  charge,  for 
want  of  the  force  necessary  to  protect  it.  At  present,  citizens 
are  employed  as  vv-atchmen  at  Navy  Yards,  at  prices  greater 
in  some  instances  tli.in  the  wages  of  marines;  and  as  they 
are  net  liable  to  martial  law,  and  are  free  to  quit  the  service  i 
when  they  please,  great  inconvenience  is  frequently  expe-  I 
rienced,  and  the  public  property  is  not  always  duly  secure. 
A  suflicient  force  for  all  such  pui'poses  ought  to  be  j;rovided, 
of  men  belonging  to  the  service,  and  amenable  to  the  laws 
which  regulate  it.  j 

Of  the  importance  of  marines  in  the  naval  service,  but 
one  opinion  is  now  entertained.  The  principal  maritime 
nations  of  the  world,  with  the  exception  of  ourselves  alone,  : 
have  within  late  years  greatly  increased  this  part  of  their 
force.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  there  should  be  provided 
for  each  ship  not  less  than  one  marine  for  every  gun,  besides 
a  sufficient  number  for  the  police  of  naval  stations  on  shore.  ' 
A  still  larger  proportion  of  marines  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
experienced  officers,  be  highly  valuable  in  the  service.  | 

The  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  ma-  j 
rine  corps  are  extremely  imperfect,  and  require  amendment.  , 
A  new  code  has  already  been  jirepared  by  a  board  of  officers 
constituted  for  the  purpose,  which  it  is  proposed  to  incorpo- 
rate in  the  general  revision  of  the  naval  code,  hereinbefore 
recommended.  i 

J\'aval  Schools. 

The  propriety  of  establishing  naval  schools  has  frequently  < 
l>een  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.     I  again  ' 
respectfully  bring  it  to  your  notice,  as  a  subject  of  increasing  : 
interest  to  the  Navy.     The  use  of  steam  vessels  in  war  will 
render  necessary  a  ditferent  order  of  scientific  knowledge 
from  that  which  has  heretofore  been  required.     If  our  Navy  • 
should  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  steam  vessels,  engineers  will  foriu  an  important  class  , 
of  naval  officers.   It  will  be  necessary  to  assign  to  them  an  ap-  ! 
propriatc  rank,  and  to  subject  them  to  all  the  laws  of  the  ser- 
vice.    Great  care  should  be  used  in  the  selection  of  them,  | 
because  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  their  skill  and  compe-  : 
tency  ;  hence  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  pass  through  a 
prescribed  course  of  instruction,  and  that  the  government  ' 
should  have  the  proof  of  their  competency  which  an  ex- 
amination, conducted  under  their  own  rules,  would  aftbrd.  1 
This  important  object  can  be  best  attained  by  the  establish-  I 
ment  of  naval  schools,  provided  with  all  the  necessary  means  ■ 
of  uniting  practice  with  theory.    The  advantages  which  the  ' 
army  has  derived  from  the  academy  at  West  Point  afford  a 
sufficient  proof  that  a  similar  institution  for  the  Navy  would 
produce  like  results. 

SiUiation  of  the  Professora  of  Mathematics. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  I  would  ask  your  atten- 
tion to  the  situation  of  the  professors  of  mathematics  now 
employed  in  the  service.  This  useful  class  of  men  have  no 
permanent  connexion  with  the  Navy,  but  are  called  in  only 
as  their  services  are  needed,  and  are  not  paid  except  when 
on  actual  duty.  The  consequence  is,  that  they  cannot  rely 
on  this  employment  for  support,  and  are  often  reluctantly 


driven  to  other  pursuits.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  men 
whose  talents  and  attainments  qualify  them  to  be  teachers 
in  the  Navy,  are  equally  qualified  to  "be  teachers  on  land  ; 
and,  as  this  latter  is  the  less  precarious  position,  the  best 
qualified  will  be  the  most  apt  to  seek  it.  Hence  the  Depart- 
ment cannot  rely  with  any  assurance  on  being  able  to  com- 
mand suitable  professors  at  all  times  when  their  services  may 
be  required.  It  is,  I  think,  of  great  importance  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  upon  this  subject.  I  also  recom- 
mend that  a  certain  rank  or  position  be  given  to  the  pro- 
fessors, which  will  relieve  them  from  the  necessity  of  messing 
and  sleeping  with  their  pupils.  This  close  and  constant  as- 
sociation is  well  calculated  to  weaken  the  respect  and  in- 
fluence which  their  relation  to  the  young  officers  ought  to 
inspire,  and  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give  due  effect 
to  their  instructions.  I  doubt  whether  their  services  upon 
the  present  system  are  worth  the  money  which  they  cost, 
although  they  would  be  highly  valuable  under  proper  regu- 
lations. 

Estimates  and  appropriations  for  the  Navy. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year 
are  much  larger  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  It  is  con- 
fidently believed,  however,  that  nothing  has  been  asked  for 
which  is  not  necessary,  and  that  nothing  which  is  deemed 
necessary  has  been  over  estimated. 

Having  recommended  a  large  increase  in  most  of  our 
squadrons,  it  followed,  of  course,  that  I  should  ask  the  re- 
quisite appropriations  to  support  them.  Presuming  that  Go- 
vernment does  not  build  ships  without  designing  to  use  them, 
it  would  appear  to  be  the  obvious  duty  of  this  Department 
to  keep  as  many  of  them  in  constant  service  as  can  be  pro- 
fitably emfiloyed.  This  is,  indeed,  the  true  economy.  Some 
of  our  finest  ships  have  deca3'ed  to  a  serious  extent,  while 
yet  upon  the  stocks,  and  still  more  have,  after  having  been 
launched,  required  expensive  repairs  before  they  have  been 
sent  to  sea.  This  is  the  necessary  consequence  of  keeping 
thein  in  our  docks.  Ships  in  actual  service  are  generally 
clean,  tight,  dry,  and  properly  ventilated.  A  careful  guard 
is  kept  over  them,  so  that  slight  decays  are  immediately 
detected,  and  repaired  without  any  considerable  expense.  I: 
has  frequently  happened  that  our  vessels  have  been  found, 
after  their  return  from  long  cruises,  in  better  order  for  service 
than  when  they  left  the  docks.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
they  are  kept  in  port  without  crews,  they  decay  rapidly  for 
want  of  the  care  and  attention  necessary  to  preserve  them. 
It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  aggregate  of  losses  sus- 
tained and  repairs  rendered  necessary,  by  the  non-use  of  our 
vessels,  has  fallen  very  far  short  of  what  it  would  have  cost 
to  keep  them  in  commission. 

But  this  is  the  least  part  of  the  evil.  While  our  vessels 
are  unemployed,  our  officers  are  idle.  They  thus  lose  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  due  knowledge  of  their  profession, 
and  naturally  fall  into  those  injurious  habits  which  idleness 
always  engenders.  It  would  not  be  surprising  if  thej'  should 
forget  in  some  degree,  their  respect  for  the  flag  which  they 
are  so  rarely  permitted  to  hoist,  and  lose,  in  indolence  and 
despondency,  the  lofty  spirit  and  generous  aspirations  to 
which  the  Navy  owes  its  vast  renown.  I  am  happy  to  assure 
you  that  its  present  personnel  docs  not  deserve  this  neglect. 
At  no  previous  lime  has  it  been  able  to  boast  of  so  many 
able  officers  of  the  higher  grades,  or  of  so  many  young  of- 
ficers of  fine  spirit,  good  attainment,  and  fair  promise.  No- 
thing is  required  bui  to  brush  off  the  rust  of  idleness  by  giv- 
ing them  employment,  and  to  hold  out  to  them  the  encour- 
agement of  a  reasonable  hope  that  a  life  devoted  to  the 
country,  in  the  arduous  service  of  the  sea,  may  claim  at  least, 
the  reward  of  that  country's  notice  and  respect. 

Other  reasons  for  the  present  increased  estimates  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  which  I 
herewith  present.  Their  statement  is  so  minute  and  specific 
and  at  the  same  time  so  condensed,  that  it  conveys  all  need- 
ful information  upon  this  point,  in  as  few  words  as  I  could 
use  for  the  same  purpose.  I  content  myself,  therefore,  with 
a  simple  reference  to  that  document,  remarking,  at  the  same 
time,  that  it  meets  my  entire  approval. 
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Navy  Yard  at  Pensacola. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  a  very  small  appropriation  is  ask- 
ed for  continuing  the  necessary  work  at  the  Navy  Yard  at 
Pensacola.  The  great  importance  of  that  yard  is  fully  ap- 
preciated, and  every  eflbrt  will  be  used  to  complete  it  in  as 
short  a  time  as  possible.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
appropriation  now  asked  is  as  large  as  can  be  advantage- 
ously used  during  the  next  year.  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  ask 
an  additional  appropriation  should  it  hereafter  appear  to  be 
necessary. 

A''avti  Yard  at  Brooklyn. 

I  invite  your  attention  in  an  especial  manner,  to  the  navy 
yard  at  Brooklyn.  Should  the  Government  proceed  with  the 
construction  of  the  dry-dock  at  that  place,  it  is  believed  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  enlarge  the  yard  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent.  There  is  not  at  present  a  sufficient  water  front 
for  the  accommodation  of  half  the  number  of  vessels  which 
will  probably  be  assembled  there  at  one  time  ;  nor  is  there 
within  the  yard  space  enough  for  conducting  advantageously 
the  necessary  mechanical  operations  of  such  an  establishment, 
ft  is  also  worthy  of  consiiieration  that  the  safety  of  the  yard 
is  much  endangered  by  the  adjoining  private  buildings,  one 
of  which  is  a  turpentine  distillery,  and  nearly  all  of  which 
are  built  of  wood.  In  case  of  fire  on  that  side  of  the  yard, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  save  the  public  property. 
I  respectfully  suggest  that  an  establishment  of  such  magni- 
tude and  value  should  be  hounded  on  all  sides,  either  by  wa- 
ter or  by  a  public  street,  so  as  to  afford  the  greatest  possible 
security  against  danger  from  fire.  The  present  is  a  very  fa- 
vorable time  for  the  purchase  of  the  additional  ground  neces- 
sary to  the  attainment  of  this  object.  I  recommend  this  sub- 
ject to  your  consideration  before  any  large  additional  expen- 
diture shall  be  made  for  permanent  improvements  under  the 
present  arrangement. 

Suit  fur  the  recovery  of  land  at  Norfolk. 

A  suit  has  been  commenced,  by  an  individual,  for  the  re- 
covery of  eight  or  ten  acres  of  land  attached  to  the  navy  hos- 
pital at  Norfolk.  So  much  of  that  land  as  is  uncl.iimed  by 
individuals,  has  now  gro.ving  upon  it  a  grove  of  flourishing 
trees,  which  would,  if  properly  protected,  affijrd  great  comfort 
and  refreshment  to  the  invalids,  while  it  would  add  much  to 
the  beauty  of  the  grounds.  At  present,  however,  it  is  not 
enclosed,  and  consequently  is  subject  to  depredations  which 
there  are  no  means  of  preventing.  These  depredations  will 
in  a  short  time  destroy  the  whole  growth.  A  very  small  ex- 
penditure would  protect  it,  and  would  be  very  beneficially 
applied  to  that  object. 

Additional  Clerks,  &c. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Commissioners  ask  for  addi- 
tional clerks.  Fully  convinced  that  these  are  altogether 
necessary,  I  should  strenuously  urge  the  subject  upon  your 
attention  but  for  the  hope  that  the  wants  ot  the  entire  de- 
partment in  that  respect  will  be  provided  for  in  the  reorgani- 
zation of  it,  which  I  have  herein  so  earnestly  recommended. 

JMarine  Barracks. 

Additional  marine  barracks  are,  required,  and,  if  that  corps 
should  be  considerably  increased,  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

Depot  for  the  charts  and  na'utical  instruments  belonging 
to  the  nax'y. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  entire  approval  of  the  suggestion 
of  the  commissioners  in  relation  to  a  suitable  depot  for  the 
charts  and  nautical  instrumentsbelonging  to  thenavy.  These 
have  been  procured  at  great  labor  and  expense,  and  arc  indis- 
pensable in  the  naval  service.  The  small  expenditure  which 
will  1)6  necessary  to  preserve  them  in  a  condition  always 
ready  for  use,  is  not  worthy  a  moment's  consideration  when 
compared  with  the  great  purposes  which  they  are  designed 
to  answer.  'J'hey  are  a  necessary  part  of  a  naval  establish- 
ment worthy  of  the  present  and  growing  greatness  of  our 
country. 


False   Economy. 

In  the  administration  of  this  department,  it  will  ever  Eb 
an  object  of  great  solicitude  with  me  to  practise  a  prudent 
economy  in  all  things.  But  I  have  not  sought  to  save  the 
public  money,  by  simply  declining  to  apply  it  to  its  most 
valuable  public  uses.  Believing  it  to  be  an  object  of  the  first 
importance  to  place  our  navy  upon  the  most  efficient  estab- 
lishment, I  have  not  expected  to  effect  that  object  at  any 
small  cost.  The  saving  which  exposes  the  country,  in  a 
defenceless  condition,  to  hostile  attacks,  will  not  be  recom- 
mended by  me.  The  spirit  which  pauses  to  calculate  the 
cost  of  measures  rendered  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
honor  and  glory  of  our  country  will  never,  it  is  hoped,  dis- 
play itself  in  this  department.  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  place  the  alternative  fairly  and  fully  before  the  country. 
An  efficient  navy  cannot  be  built  and  supported  without  very 
great  expense ;  but  this  expense  is  more  than  repaid,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  by  the  services  which  such  a  navy  can  ren- 
der. In  war,  it  will  be  worth  to  us  all  the  value  which  we 
place  on  the  safety  of  our  exposed  sea-coast,  on  the  security 
of  millions  of  our  people,  and  on  the  well-earned  glory  of 
our  naval  flag.  It  is  enough  that  a  necessity  for  this  ex- 
penditure can  be  shown  ;  the  amoimt  of  it  will  be  a  second- 
ary consideration  with  a  people  who  truly  love  their  country 
and   properly  value  its  institutions. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  UPSHUR. 


Froijosed.  Fiscal  Plan.     A  Bill 

Amcmlatory  of  tlie  several  Acts  cstaljllsliiiig  the 
Treasury  Departiiitnt^ 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Jimerica  in  Con- 
gress Assembled,  'i'hat  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  created 
and  established  in  the.  Treasury  Department  at  the  seat  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  Board,  to  be  called 
the  Exchequer  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  time  being,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being,  and  three  commis- 
sioners, to  he  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  ;  one  of  the  said  commissioners  first 
appointed  to  be  appointed  for  two  years,  one  for  four  years, 
and  one  for  six  years,  and  vacancies  suhsequcntly  occurring 
to  be  so  filled  as  that  one  vacancy  shall  regularly  occur  at 
the  end  of  every  period  of  two  years  ;  the  said  commission- 
ers not  to  be  removed  from  office,  except  for  physical  ina- 
bility, incompetency  or  neglect  or  violation  of  duty  ;  and  in 
case  of  any  such  removal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  lay  the  reason  thereof  before  the  Senate.  And  on  the 
first  organization  of  the  Board,  one  of  the  three  commission- 
ers shall,  by  the  members  thereof,  be  elected  President,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  when  a  new  election  shall 
be  made  ;  and  in  like  manner  a  new  election  shall  take  place 
afterwards  at  the  end  of  each  successive  period  of  two  years.- 
And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  authority  to 
appoint  all  such  inferior  officers  as  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  the  transaction  of  its  business  may  require,  the  amount 
of  their  respective  compensations  to  be  fixed  by  the  Board, 
who  may  take  bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty 
for  such  sums  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  direct.  And  each  of  said  commissioners  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Board 
of  Exchequer  shall  have  power  to  establish  agencies  or  of- 
fices in  such  of  the  cities  or  towns  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  as  it  may  judge  expedient,  not 
exceeding  two  in  any  State  or  Territory,  and  also  wherever 
Congress  may  by  law  require  the  same  to  be  established  ; 
and  such  officers  and  agents  as  may  by  the  Board  of  Exche- 
quer be  thought  necessary  for  the  management  of  such 
agencies,  and  the  transaction  of  their  business,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Board  of  Exchequer  ;  and  the  said  Board  shall 
have  power  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  respective  compensa- 
tions of  such  ofilcers,  and  to  provide  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  such  agencies,  the  transaction  of  their  business, 
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and  the  rendering  accounts  of  all  their  proceedings.  And  in 
such  regulations  they  shall  so  assign  and  arrange  tiie  duties 
of  the  officers  of  the  said  agencies  as  that  one  of  those  offi- 
cers shall  he  a  check  and  control  upon  the  other,  and  for  that 
purpose  the}'  shall  requiie  that  tho  accounts  and  proceed- 
ings of  each  shall  be  entered  in  proper  books.  And  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  said  agencies  may  be  removed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  physical  inability,  or  mconipeten- 
cy,  or  neglect  or  violation  of  duty,  but  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
state  every  removal  of  any  principal  officer  of  any  agency, 
with  his  reasons  therefor,  in  his  general  annual  report  of  the 
transactions  of  the  Board  of  Exchequer. 

Sec.  3.  .hid  be  it  fiivther  enacted.  That  the  said  Exche- 
quer and  its  officers  shall  be  the  general  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  for  receiving,  safe-keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  moneys,  and  transferring  and  trans- 
initiing  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  all  public  moneys  received,  from  vshatcver 
sources,  shall,  under  the  same  directions,  be  paid  into  the 
said  Excliequcr  or  its  agencies;  and  the  principal  officers 
employed  in  such  agencies  shall  give  bonds  to  the  United 
States  for  such  amount,  and  in  such  form  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties.  And  the  said  Board  of  Exchequer  and  its 
several  agencies  shall  pay  all  warrants,  drafts,  or  orders  made 
thereon  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  by  all 
disbursing  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government  having  au- 
thority to  make  such  drafts  or  orders.  And  every  such  pay- 
ment shall  be  made,  at  the  option  of  the  person  entitled  to 
receive  it,  in  gold  and  silver  coin  or  in  Treasury  notes. 

Sec.  4.  .find  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Exche- 
quer and  its  officers  shall  perform  the  duties  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans,  in  receiving  subscriptions,  transferring 
stock,  and  paying  dividends  and  interest  thereon,  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  render 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  all  necessary  facilities 
for  transferring  and  disbursing  the  public  funds  as  shall  be 
required  by  him,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  pension 
agents  under  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  shall  render  and  perform  all  other  duties  and  ser- 
vices in  relation  to  tho  collecting,  keeping,  and  disbursing  of 
the  public  funds  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law  or  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Exchequer  at  the  Seat  cf  Government,  and  its 
several  agencies,  to  receive  on  private  deposit  gold  or  silver 
coin  or  bullion,  the  properly  of  individuals,  to  be  held  as  in 
other  cases  of  deposits  made  by  individuals  for  convenience 
and  security  ;  and  to  issue  certificates  of  the  fliot  of  such  de- 
posit having  been  made;  which  certificates  shall  always  be 
redeemed  on  presentation  at  the  agency  where  issued.  But 
the  amount  so  deposited  shall  never  exceed  in  the  whole  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Board  among 
its  several  agencies  according  to  the  extent  of  their  business 
respectively  ;  and  for  issuing  such  certificates  no  higher  pre- 
mium shall  be  demanded  than  shall  be  sufficient  to  indemnify 
against  the  hazard  of  loss  and  remunerate  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing the  deposit,  and  in  no  instance  to  exceed  the  one-half  of 
one  per  cent.  But  paper  issued  by  the  Board  and  its  seve- 
ral agencies,  whether  in  the  form  of  bills  or  of  certificates  of 
deposit,  shall  be  redeemable  only  at  the  place  where  issued, 
unless  the  Board  shall  see  cause  to  order  otherwise. 

Sec.  6.  JJnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Board  of  Exchequer,  within  three  months 
after  its  first  organization,  to  establish  such  by-laws  and  rules 
of  proceeding  as  it  may  judge  expedient  and  proper  for  the 
regulation  of  its  concerns  and  the  government  of  its  agencies; 
and  copies  of  all  existing  by  laws  and  regulations  shall  be 
laid  before  Congress  every  year  at  its  annual  session. 

Sec.  7.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to 
be  prepared  Treasury  notes  of  denominations  not  less  than 
five  dollars  nor  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  which  notes 
shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  and 
countersigned  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Exchequer, 
and  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  principal  agent  at  each 
agency,  and  shall  be  by  him  endorsed  when  issued  at  such  ' 

Vol.  v.— 52 


agency,  and  which  notes  shall  be  redeemable  and  shall  be  re- 
deemed in  gold  and  silver,  on  demand,  at  tlie  agency  where 
issued  ;  and  Treasury  notes  intended  to  be  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Exchequer,  at  the  Seat  of  Government  shall  be  in 
like  form,  and  shall  be  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  shall  be  endorsed  by  some  one  of  them  when 
issued,  and  shall  be  redeemable  and  redeemed,  at. said  Board, 
on  demand,  in  gold  and  silver,  and  exact  and  perfect  lists  of 
all  notes  so  signed  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  all 
Treasury  notes  issued  under  the  authority  of  this  act  may, 
when  redeemed,  be  re-issued  by  the  Board  and  its  agencies 
respectively. 

Sec.  S.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  issued  and  outstanding  shall  not,  at  any  one 
time,  exceed  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  or  provided  by  law  ;  and  the  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury  is  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Board  of  Exchequer,  to  furnish  for  its  own  use 
and  that  of  its  several  agencies  a  suitable  amount  of  such 
notes,  to  be  used  in  the  transaction  of  its  business;  and  all 
dues  to  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  or  department  there- 
of, may  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  in  Treasury  notes  is- 
sued under  this  act,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  shall  be 
immediately  convertible  into  specie  at  the  place  where  re- 
ceived. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Board  of  Ex- 
chequer at  the  Seat  of  Government  and  each  of  its  agencies 
shall  settle  weekly,  or  oftener,  with  all  banks  in  their  neigh- 
borhood whose  paper  they  may  have  received,  and  pay  or 
collect,  as  the  case  may  be,  all  balances  between  it  and  said 
banks;  and  no  individual  shall  be  allowed  at  any  time  to 
stand  as  debtor  to  the  Exchequer  or  anj'  of  its  agencies  in 
account ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board  of  Ex- 
chequer, and  each  of  its  several  agencies,  at  all  times,  so  to 
limit  its  issues  that  its  gold  and  silver  on  hand  sliall  be  equal 
to  one-third  the  amount  of  such  issues  outstanding. 

Sec.  iO.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'J'hat  the  said  Board 
of  Exchequer  may  draw  bills  or  drafts  on  any  of  its  agen- 
cies, and  may  authorize  any  agency  to  draw  bills  or  drafts 
on  the  Board  or  an\'  other  agency,  and  m.iy  sell  and  au- 
thorize its  agencies  to  sell  such  bills  or  drafts  for  a  premium 
not  exceeding  the  fair  cost  of  remitting  specie  to  the  place 
of  payment,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two  j)er  centum  on 
the  amount  of  such  bill  or  draft. 

Sec.  1 1.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lavv- 
ful  for  said  Board  of  Exchequer  and  each  of  its  agencies  to 
purchase  domestic  hills  of  exchange,  subject  to  the  following 
rules  and  regulations. 

1.  No  bill  of  exchange  shall  be  bought  which  is  payable 
in  the  same  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  drawn,  nor  any 

bill  payable  within  less  than miles  of  the  place  of 

drawing. 

2.  Bills  drawn  on  places  not  more  than  five  hundred  milea 
distant  from  the  place  of  drawing  shall  not  be  drawn  for  a 
longer  time  than  thirty  days  from  date  ;  and  bills  drawn  on 
places  more  than  five  hundred  miles  from  the  place  of  draw- 
ing shall  not  be  drawn  for  a  longer  time  than  thirty  days 
from  sight. 

3.  In  no  instance  shall  more  be  demanded  from  the  seller 
of  such  bill,  by  way  of  interest  or  exchange,  than  an  interest 
not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  time  which 
the  said  bill  has  to  run,  and  a  rate  of  exchange  never  exceed- 
ing the  cost  of  remitting  specie,  and  in  no  case  to  exceed  two 
per  cent.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Board  oi  Ex- 
chequer, or  any  agency,  to  purchase  any  bill  drawn  by  or 
upon  any  meml>er  or  officer  thereof,  or  in  which  such  mem- 
ber or  officer  shall  in  any  way  be  interested ;  nor  to  receive 
any  deposit  of  any  money  belonging  to  any  such  member  or 
officer.  And  no  bill  shall  be  purchased  or  draft  sold  at  any 
agency,  without  the  assent  of  at  least  two  of  the  officers  of 
such  agency ;  nor  by  the  Board  of  Exchequer  without  the 
assent  of  two  of  its  members. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted. ThaX  no  agency  es- 
tablished in  any  St.ile  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall, 
contrary  to  any  law  whicli  such  State  may  enact,  receive 
any  other  deposits  than  those  of  the  United  Stales,  or  make 
or  sell  drafts,  or  purchase  bills,  other  than  such  as  shall  b« 
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necessaiv  in  the  collection,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  funds. 

Sec.  13.  ^Iiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  at  any  time 
it  shall  be  found  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
Exchequer  Board,  and  its  agencies  hereby  created,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  may  cause  to  be  prepared,  issued,  and 
delivered  to  the  Exchequer  Board  certificntes  of  stock  of  the 
United  Scalcti,  in  the  usual  form,  beariug  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  five  per  centum  per  annum,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  shall 
be  payable  simi-annuuliy,  and  the  principal  shall  be  redeem- 
able at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government  after  the  expiration 
of  twenty  years  from  t!:e  issue  t'.crer^f.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Exchequer  Beard  to  sell  and  transfer  the  said 
stock  hi  ,5oId  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Exchequer  Board  to  provide  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest  on  the  said  stock  as  it  becomes  due, 
anJ  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  from  the  profits 
and  other  means  and  resources  of  the  Board  and  its  agenciep. 
Bat  the  faith  of  the  Government,  neverthele.-s,  shall  be  pledg- 
ed for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  principal  of  such 
stock. 

Sec.  14.  /ind  be  it  fiirilier  enacieJy  That  the  Board  of  j 
Exchequer  and  its  several  agencies  shall  keep  separate  and  \ 
distinct  sets  of  books,  for  the  purpose  of  entering  and  re-  \ 
cording  in  one  set,  all  transactions  respecting  the  collection, 
keeping,  and  disbursing  of  the  public  revenue,  and  trans-  [ 
liiitiing  the  public  moneys  from  place  to  place  for  the  service 
cf  Government,  and  in  another,  all  transactions  and  accounts 
arising  from  dealings  in  exchange  and  other  transactions  not 
on  Government  account.  And  all  profits  accruing  from  deal-  \ 
ing  in  exchange  on  individual  account  and  from  private 
deposits  shall  be  applied  in  the  first  place  to  pay  all  salaries  j 
and  compensations,  and  to  defray  all  expenses  incurred  ; 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  the  residue  thereof  shall  \ 
be  placed  semiannually  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  ' 
United  States:  I'rorided,  nevertheless,  That  the  said  Board  j 
may  defer  all  such  credits  to  the  Treasurer,  until  the  amount  ' 
of  profits  aforesaid  beyond  expenses  shall  exceed  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  may  retain  said  amount  of  two  millions 
as  a  fund  to  meet  all  contingencies  chargeable  on  the  Ex-  ; 
chequer  and  its  agencies. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,'T\\^i\i\ishd\\  at  any 
time  become  necessary  to  bring  suit  on  any  bill  of  exchange 
or  other  debt  or  liability  arising  out  of  any  transactions  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  suit  may  be  brought  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  in  any  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  State  Court  having  competent  juris- 
diftiorr. 

Sec.  16.  .ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  necessary 
rooms  and  vaults  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys 
find  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Board  of  Ex- 
chequer and  Its  agencies  shall  be  provided  by  the  Treasury 
,  Department  at  the  cily  of  \\ashington,  and  in  the  custom- 
houses, mint,  branch  mints,  and  other  public  buildings  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  same  can  bo  fur- 
nished without  detriment  to  the  public  service;  and  where 
the  same  cannot  be  so  furnished,  the  said  Board  may  provide 
others. 

Sec.  17.  f'Ud  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Board  of  Exchequer  to  appoint  an  agent  for 
the  Board  any  specie-paying  bank  in  any  State,  in  cases 
where  it  may  not  be  deemed  expedient  to  establish  an  office 
or  agency  of  the  said  Board,  as  hereinbefore  provided;  but 
such  bank  shall  not  be  authorized  in  any  event  to  receive  de- 
posits or  to  purchase  or  sell  bills  or  drafts  on  account  of  the 
Board  of  Exchequer. 

Sec.  18.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  full  and  exact 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  and  its  several 
agencies  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
as  often  as  he  may  prescribe;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  Secretary  to  lay  abstracts  of  the  same  before  Congress 
at  the  cominenrement  of  each  annual  session,  and  to  furnish 
full  and  parii^'idar  accounts  and  statements  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Board  and  it.«  agencies  when  required  by  Con- 
gress; and  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter  shall,  eo  soon  thereafter  as  the  same 


may  be  ascertained,  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  ejiacted,  Thnt  if  any  member 
of  the  Exchequer  Board,  or  any  officer  or  clerk  employed  in 
its  business  or  any  of  its  agencies,  shall  convert  to  his  own 
use,  in  any  way,  any  money  or  security  deposited  with  or 
belonging  to  the  said  Board  or  any  of  its  agencies,  or  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
dealing  or  depositing  v^'ith  the  said  Board  or  any  agency,  he 
shall  be  deenjed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  on  conviction  thereof 
before  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent  juris- 
diction, shall  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 

less  than nor  more  then years,  and  to  a  fine 

equal  to  twice  the  sum  or  value  of  the  firoperty  embezzled. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  officer  or 
mem.ber  of  the  Board  of  Exchequer,  or  an}'  of  its  agencies 
established  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  give  or  sign 
a  false  certificate  of  a  deposit  having  been  made  with  any 
agencj^  or  shall  issue  or  deliver  any  drrift  or  bill  of  exchange 
without  having  received  the  full  amount  thereof,  and  caused 
the  receipt  of  the  same  to  be  duly  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
said  agency,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any  other  malpractice  by 
which  any  vesponsibilitj'  of  the  £:aid  agency,  or  of  the  Board 
of  Exchequer,  or  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  improperly 
created  or  increased,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more 
than  seven  years,  and  to  a  fine  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
false  certificate  so  given,  or  of  the  bill  or  draft  so  issued  or 
delivered,  or  to  the  amount  of  the  responsibility  so  created 
or  increased. 


Report  of  ilie  Sccrcfurj"  of  the  Treasury  oii  a. 
Fiscal  Plait. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  inst., 
has  the  honor  of  submitting  the  draught  of  a  bill  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Board  of  Exchequer  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, with  agencies  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

In  preparing  this  bill,  it  has  been  his  intention  to  keep 
within,  and  to  fill  up,  the  general  outline  of  the  measure,  as 
proposed  in  the  message  of  the  President  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  ;  but  he  does  not  fliatter  himself  that  it  will  be 
found  so  perfect  in  its  details  as  not  to  require  modifications 
and  careful  revision  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

As  this  measure  has,  necessarilj'  been  for  some  time  un- 
der the  consideration  of  the  President  and  his  constitutional 
advisers,  the  undersigned  is  directed  by  him  to  accompany 
the  bill  with  a  general  exposition  of  the  views  entertained  by 
him,  and  concurred  in  by  them,  resjiecting  it. 

In  what  manner  and  under  what  securities  the  public  mo- 
ney shall  be  kept ;  in  what  manner,  or  whether  in  any  man- 
ner, this  Government  shall  attempt  to  supply  a  sound  paper 
medium  for  payments  to  the  Treasury,  and  for  the  general 
uses  of  the  people  ;  in  what  manner,  or  whether  in  any  man- 
ner, it  shall  attempt  to  benefit  the  general  business  of  the 
country,  by  furnishing  facilities  of  exchange,  are  questions 
which  have  not  ceased  to  agitate  the  community  for  eight 
years.  Upon  these  questions  much  opposition  of  opinion 
has  prevailed,  and  ardent  and  intense  political  controversies 
and  struggles  have  been  founded.  It  is  time  that  this  state 
of  things  were  brought  to  an  end.  It  is  time  that  such  pro- 
visions were  made  for  the  custody  of  the  revenue  as  that  the 
people  may  feel  that  the  public  treasures  are  safe.  It  is  time, 
too,  that  in  relation  to  currency  and  exchange,  individuals 
may  know  what  they  have  to  expect,  or  whether  they  may 
expect  any  thing  from  the  measures  of  Government.  Do\ibt 
and  uncertainty  in  this  respect  constitute  the  worst  of  all 
conditions.  They  affect  every  man's  means  of  living,  and 
instead  of  giving  encouragement,  and  applying  a  stimulus 
'  to  individual  exertion  and  effort,  check  the  hand  of  industry, 
suppress  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  bring  stagnation  and 
I  paralysis  upon  the  productive  powers  of  the  country.  On  sub- 
I  jects  so  vitally  connected  with  man's  personal  and  domestic 
welfare,  the  people  have  a  right  to  require  that  what  is  to  be 
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done,  ahoulJ  be  done  without  further  delay,  in  order  that 
they  may  accommodate  themselves  to  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, whatever  that  policy  may  be,  and  be  prepared  to 
give  a  corresponding  direction  to  their  own  industry  and 
business.  The  great  want  of  the  country  is  the  want  of  con- 
fidence: confidence  in  the  steadiness  and  stability  ot  the  policy 
of  the  Government;  confidence  in  that  which  regulates  the 
value  of  property  and  the  wages  of  labor ;  and  confidence  in 
the  establishment  and  preservation  of  the  necessary  and  ordi- 
nary means  af  exchanging  production  against  production, 
and  of  buying  and  selling  with  security,  so  that  the  inter- 
course between  difterent  parts  of  the  country  may  be  carried 
on  with  its  former  activity  and  usefulness.  The  object  of 
the  plan  suggested  to  Congress  in  the  President's  messBge, 
and  now  presented  for  its  consideration  in  the  form  of  a  bill, 
is  to  establish  this  confidence,  and  to  give  the  country  tran- 
quillity. It  is  designed  to  terminate  contentions  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  to  restore  that  peace,  quiet,  and  satisfaction  with  the 
state  of  public  affairs,  without  which  men  cannot  pursue  their 
vocations  either  with  cheerfulness  or  with  success.  Amidst 
the  conflict  of  widely  differing  opinions,  a  measure  is  recom- 
mended which  avoids  extremes  on  both  sides.  It  proposes 
less,  far  less,  than  many  think  it  desirable  that  Government 
should  do,  or  attempt  to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  far  more 
than  others  are  ready  to  recominend.  It  aims  at  a  just  me- 
dium, a  common  ground,  on  which  those  may  consistently 
stop  who  might  yet  wish  to  go  further,  and  to  which  they 
may  advance  without  self-reproach,  who  would  nevertheless 
have  desired  to  fall  short  of  it.  It  does  not  attempt  to  collect 
a  capital  by  private  subscription,  for  the  general  purposes  of 
loans  and  discounts,  and  therefore  does  not  propose  to  per- 
form the  ordinary  functions  of  a  bank.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  docs  not  propose  to  lock  up  the  public  moneys  from  the 
time  of  collection  to  the  time  of  disbursement,  nor  to  demand 
specie  payment  for  every  debt  due  to  the  Government ;  mak- 
ing no  attempt,  at  the  same  time,  to  furnish  the  country  with 
either  currency  or  exchange,  and  entirely  contenting  itself 
with  securing  specie  pnyments  into  the  Treasury.  In  these 
respects  it  differs  from  the  system  established  by  the  law, 
now  repealed,  generally  called  the  Sub-Treasury  act. 

It  is  not  intended  here  to  discuss  the  respective  merits  of 
these  two  systems,  which  may  be  regarded  as  extreme  oppo- 
nents of  each  other.  But  it  may  be  proper  to  say,  in  regard 
to  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  if  there  were  in  no  quar- 
ter any  constitutional  objection  to  the  creation  of  such  an 
institution,  it  would  nevertheless,  not  have  been  recommend- 
ed to  Congress,  in  the  present  condition  of  things,  as  a  mea- 
sure likely  to  afford  relief  to  the  country.  Such  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  currency,  in  many  of  the  States,  such  is  the 
deplorable  depression  of  general  credit,  produced  by  that  con- 
dition of  the  currency  and  by  other  causes,  and  such  tlic 
existing  pressure  in  the  money  market,  arising,  as  is  believed 
in  a  great  degree  from  want  of  confidence,  that  there  is  little 
probability  that  private  subscriptions,  payable  in  specie, 
would  be  obtained  to  any  bank  with  an  ordinary  charter. — 
This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  six  per  cent, 
stocks  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  market,  go  slowly 
and  heavily  into  private  hands ;  and  although  this  is  doubt- 
less partly  attributable  to  the  short  period  within  which  those 
stocks  are  made  redeemable,  yet  the  general  fact  concurs 
with  other  reasons  in  producing  a  full  conviction  that  it 
would  be  useless,  at  the. present  moment,  to  attempt  the  crea- 
tion of  a  bank,  with  a  capital  to  be  furnished  principally  by 
private  subscriptions,  and  intended  to  discount,  through  its 
branches,  bills  and  notes  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  even  if 
constitutional  objections  were  out  of  the  way.  And  in  re- 
gard to  the  Sub-Treasury  system,  it  is  perhaps  enough  to  saj' 
that  it  is  supposed  a  return  to  that  system,  at  any  time  here- 
after, is  fin  event  highly  improbable. 

Between  these — a  bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  system 
of  the  Sub-Treasury  on  the  other — the  pret-entplan  is  offered, 
seeking  to  avoid  the  objections  which  exist  to  each,  and  to 
accomplish,  to  some  extent,  the  good  designed  by  both. — 
The  plan,  such  as  it  is,  will  be  received  and  considered,  it  is 
not  doubted,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  conciliation,  and  with 
a  disposition,  not  so  much  to  persist  in  the  pursuit  of  what 
may  b€  unattainable,  as  to  turn  tu  the  grratert  practicable 


advantage  of  the  country  the  use  of  all  those  means  the  em- 
ployment of  which  may  be  expected  to  meet  the  general 
concurrence. 

The  bill  now  submitted  may  be  considered  as  having  three 
principal  objects  in  view  : 

1  St.  The  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys. 

2d.  The  furnishing,  as  well  for  safe  and  convenient  pay- 
ments to  the  Treasury  as  for  the  use  of  the  country,  a  paper 
circulation  always  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver,  and  of  uni- 
versal credit. 

.3d.  A  provision  for  supplying,  to  some  extent,  the  means 
of  a  cheap  and  safe  exchange  in  the  commerce  between  the 
several  States. 

Of  the  high  importance  of  the  first  of  these  objects,  r.o  one 
can  entertain  a  doubt.  The  public  money.?  are  received  by 
Government,  from  the  People,  for  the  necessary  uses  of  the 
country,  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  ought  ever  to  be 
esteemed  a  sacred  trust.  They  are  earned  by  the  industry 
of  the  People  ;  and,  while  safely  guarded,  and  applied  only 
to  really  necessary  and  constitutional  purpo.-3es,  will  be  cheer- 
fully contributed  by  a  patriotic  coniuiuniiy.  'J'he  People 
have  a  right  to  be  as  safe  as  good  laws  and  a  faithful  admin- 
istration can  make  them,  against  both  wasite  and  loss.  It 
was  the  remark  of  the  late  President,  striking  by  its  brevity 
as  well  as  its  truth,  that  every  dollar  lost  by  unfaithfulness  in 
office  tends  ta  create  a  new  charge  upon  the  People  ;  and 
this  truth  cannot  be  kept  too  fully  or  too  constantly  in  view. 

Debts  and  dues  accruing  to  the  United  States  are  paid,  in 
the  first  place,  into  the  hands  of  the  appropriate  collectors 
and  receivers.  In  these  hands  the  safety  of  the  I'unds  is  sup- 
posed to  be  secured  by  the  integrit)^  and  care  of  the  officer, 
and  the  sufficiency  of  bis  official  bonds,  and  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  strict  system  of  frequent  accounting.  In  the  earl}' 
history  of  the  Government,  and  sometimes  at  more  recent 
periods,  when  public  moneys  were  to  be  used  for  their  pro- 
per purposes,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasury  have  been  made  di- 
rectly on  these  first  recipients.  At  other  times,  and  when 
there  has  been  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  existence,  the 
law  has  required  that  those  moneys  should  be  deposited  in 
such  bank. 

By  the  act  of  June,  1836,  it  was  provided  that  public 
moneys  should  be  depo.sited  in  certain  State  banks  called  de- 
posit banks  ;  and,  finally,  by  the  Sub-Treasury  act,  they  were 
to  be  kept  by  the  mint  and  its  branches,  and  by  certain  oSB- 
cers  called  receivers- general. 

Ill  all  these  modes  of  securing,  or  attempting  to  secure, 
the  safely  of  the  public  treasures,  it  is  obvious  that  the  main 
reliance,  after  all,  has  been  placed  in  the  honest}-  and  integ- 
rity of  public  officers  ;  there  being  superadded,  however,  in 
thecase  of  deposits  with  banks,  the  guaranty  sujiposed  to  he 
afforded  by  their  capital;  and  in  the  case  of  individuals,  a 
security  by  the  execution  of  official  bonds,  with  responsible 
sureties.  But  in  none  of  these  modes,  any  more  than  in 
anything  else  which  becomes  the  subject  of  human  trust  in 
human  hands,  could  it  be  affirmed  that  the  funds  v/erc  abso- 
lutely secured,  and  siifs  beyond  all  pos.:ibi!ity  of  loss  or  dan- 
ger. Committed  to  the  care  of  the  deposit  banks,  to  the 
skill  of  their  ofncf  rs  and  the  pledge  of  their  capital,  we  know 
from  experience  that  the  public  money  was  not  safe.  De- 
posited with  a  I'ank  of  the  United  States,  although  no  loss 
ever  actually  happened  from  such  deposit,  we  now  see 
enough  to  know  that  there  was  danger,  and  that  the  safety 
of  the  public  money  depended  upon  a  degree  of  discretion  in 
the  management  of  the  institution,  of  the  existence  and  con- 
tinuance of  which  we  had  not,  and  could  not  have,  perfect 
assurance.  And,  under  the  operation  of  the  Sulv'i'rcasury 
law,  every  thing  resolved  itself,  at  last,  into  confidence  in 
the  honesty  and  integrity  of  agents,  and  the  sutiiciency  of 
their  bonds.  There  were,  it  is  true,  chambers  and  vaults, 
with  thick  walls  and  strong  locks;  but  human  hands  held 
the  keys.  Under  that  system  of  public  custody,  the  same 
temptations  existed  which  surround  men  of  doutuful  princi- 
ples or  wavering  integrity  in  other  situations  of  public  trust; 
and,  if  the  system  had  continued,  these  temptations  wp'e  <-<s 
likely  to  have  shown  their  power  ov«^rthor-c  employed  un.fcr 
it  as  thev  ha^e  done  in  other  c890«. 
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It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  present  bill  contains  all 
that  is  practicable,  and  can  be  useful,  towards  establishing  a 
safe  custody  or  place  of  keeping  of  the  funds  of  Government. 
The  system  which  it  proposes  will  evidently  possess  some 
eminent  advantages  of  safety  over  a  bank.  In  banks,  ex- 
cessive loans,  and  a  disposition,  often  prompted  by  their  own 
interest,  to  carry  their  accommodations  to  quite  unreasonable 
lengths,  are  a  great  source  of  danger.  The  Board  of  Ex- 
chequer will  be  free  from  this.  It  is  to  make  no  loans,  and 
to  give  no  accommodations.  Operations  in  exchange,  when 
founded  in  real  business  transactions,  are  usually  safe  in 
well  conducted  banks.  Indeed,  regular  dealing  in  exchange 
is  the  safest  of  all  hanking  transactions,  and,  in  this  respect, 
the  present  measure  promises  still  greater  safety  than  at- 
tends the  same  business  in  banks,  from  the  strict  limitations 
imposed  on  it,  and  the  absence  of  all  motive  to  run  into  ex- 
cess. Banks,  too,  as  we  have  seen,  are  sometimes  induced 
to  depart  altogether  from  their  proper  sphere  of  business, 
and  to  entangle  themselves  with  commercial  speculations. 
But  into  no  such  speculations  will  the  Board  of  Exchequer 
enter. 

There  is  plainly,  therefore,  less  danger  in  the  system  now 
jiroposed  than  in  a  bank,  so  far  as  danger  arises  from  th* 
manner  in  which  the  public  funds  may  be  used  ;  while  in 
all  other  respects  its  advantages  are  equal  to  those  of  the  best 
conducted  banking  institutions. 

It  may  be  said  that  it  is  hazardous,  in  all  cases,  to  suffer 
the  public  funds  to  be  employed,  in  any  degree,  in  exchange 
or  other  dealing.  If  it  be  admitted  that  thi?  objection  is  not 
without  its  force,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  at  the  same  time, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  these  funds  would  be  used,  not  only 
for  purposes  of  exchange,  but  in  general  accommodation 
loans,  and  to  a  great  and  often  dangerous  extent,  by  any 
bank  in  which  they  should  be  deposited.  But  if,  after  all, 
it  be  regnrded  as  possible  that  occasional  losses  may  hayipen 
from  dealing  in  exchange,  with  the  limitations  provided  in 
the  bill,  it  will  then  be  for  Congress  to  decide,  whether  a 
danger  so  contingent  shall  induce  it  to  reject  the  bill,  and  to 
prefer  a  system  which  locks  up  from  all  use  every  dollar  of 
the  public  money,  from  its  receipt  to  its  disbursement.  As 
the  evil  of  thus  withholding  so  large  a  portion  of  the  circu- 
lation from  the  general  usis  of  society,  by  retaining  it  until 
wanted  for  disbursement,  is  manifestly  a  great  evil,  espe- 
cially if  the  funds  thus  withdrawn  be  in  the  precious  metals, 
it  ought  not  to  be  sudered  to  exist,  unless  the  danger  from 
the  adoption  of  another  system  be  equally  manifest. 

A  plain,  practical,  and  important  public  good  ought  not 
to  give  way  to  dangers  of  doubtful  occurrence,  or  likely  to 
be  slight  in  degree,  if  they  should  occur.  Some  risks  must 
be  run,  whenever  anything  important  is  attempted  in  regard 
to  revenue  and  finance,  as  well  as  in  other  business  of  life; 
and  the  true  question  must  always  be,  whether  the  danger 
of  loss  be  so  clear  and  so  great  as  to  overbalance  the  evident 
and  certain  benefits.  And  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  also, 
that  although  the  present  measure  has  not  profit  to  Govern- 
ment or  augmentation  of  revenue  for  its  object,  yet  that  the 
operations  of  the  Exchequer  are  expected  to  result  in  some 
amount  of  earnings  ;  so  that,  if  occasional  losses  should  oc- 
cur, such  earnings  may  make  them  good. 

The  Board  of  Exchequer,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  will  be 
composed  of  men  of  high  character,  known  to  the  country, 
and  possessing  its  confidence. 

It  will  be  their  duty  to  superintend  and  watch  over  the 
conduct  of  those  who  pay  out  and  receive  money  from  day 
to  day,  and  to  demand  from  all  such  agents  proper  bonds, 
with  responsible  sureties;  and  it  will  be  their  duty,  also,  to 
prescribe  and  enforce  a  system  of  regular  and  prompt  ac- 
counting, which  shall  know  neither  indulgence  nor  delay. 
At  the  principal  Board,  and  at  each  agency,  the  business  of 
every  day  may  bo  closed,  and  each  subordinate  ollicer  called 
on  to  account  for  his  receipts,  before  the  day  itself  closes. — 
Over  this  Board  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  exercise 
a  superintending  power,  by  the  right  of  calling  for  all  ac- 
counts, general  and  particular,  as  often  as  he  pleases.  And, 
finally,  the  absolute  authority  of  Congress  will  exist  over  the 
whole.  Congress  will  have  created  no  corporation  ;  it  will 
kave  conferred  no  privileges  or  benfffils,  except  on  the  pub- 


lic ;  it  will  have  granted  no  vested  rights  to  individuals ;  it 
will  have  parted  with  no  portion  of  its  own  power;  but  its 
authority  will  remain  to  amend,  to  supervise  throughout,  or 
to  abolish  altogether  the  system,  at  all  times,  according  to  its 
own  pleasure. 

If  entire  trust  may  not  be  reposed  in  an  institution  thas 
guarded,  it  can  only  be  because  human  beings  can  never  be 
the  objects  of  absolute  confidence,  nor  human  skill  always 
adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects. 

Nor  is  the  plan  justly  liable  to  the  objection,  that  it  cre- 
ates a  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  by  giving  to  the 
Executive  the  custody  or  control  of  the  public  money.  Far 
otherwise.  The  President  cannot  touch  a  dollar  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  by  his  own  authority,  nor  change  its  cu&tody. — 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  touch  a  dollar,  nor 
change  its  custody,  except  to  meet  the  occasions  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  by  a  public  oflicial  act.  Whoever  shall  come 
to  the  Exchequer  for  uMney,  must  show  the  law  of  Con- 
gress under  which  he  comes  ;  and  no  payment  can  be  made 
but  in  compliance  with  such  law.  Until  appropriations  are 
made  by  law,  the  President  will  have  no  more  authority  than 
any  other  individual  in  the  country  to  take  a  farthing  from 
the  Exchequer. 

The  purse,  then,  is  effectually  serered  from  the  sword; 
the  Executive  power  is  confined  to  its  proper  functions  ©f 
executing  the  laws  of  Congress,  an-d  dischargin-g  its  other 
high  constitutional  duties;  and  the  public  funds  will  be  in 
their  proper  place,  entirely  beyond  his  reach  or  control,  until 
C()ngress  shall  appropriate  them  to  their  destined  purposes. 
P'rom  that  time  they  will  go  into  the  hands  of  disbursing 
agents,  as  the  public  service  may  require,  protected  still  by 
official  responsibility  and  adequate  bonds,  and  still  beyond 
any  interference  by  the  Executive  povi'er.  In  the  Exche- 
quer, therefore,  the  public  treasures  will  be  safe — safe  against 
the  usual  causes  of  loss  and  danger,  and  safe  from  Execu- 
tive control. 

But  the  Exchequer  is  expected  to  do  more  than  merely 
to  keep  safely  the  public  money. 

Its  second  object  is  to  furnish  a  sound  paper  circulation, 
in  which  debts  to  the  Government  may  be  paid,  and  whick 
may  aUo  be  useful  to  the  commerce  and  general  business 
of  the  country.  The  first  of  these  functions  is  purely  fiscal; 
and  the  instrumentality  of  such  a  paper  medium,  in  certain 
exigencies  of  the  country,  may  become  indispensable  to  the 
exercise  of  the  highest  duties  of  Gevernment. 

In  so  reasoning  upon  this  subject,  as  to  come  to  any  prac- 
tical conclusions,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  some  things  as 
settled  and  certain.  Among  these,  one  of  primary  impor- 
tance is,  that  a  paper  circulation  exists  in  the  country,  and 
that  there  is  not  tlie  least  probability  of  its  ceasing  to  exist. 
The  States  possess  the  power  of  creating  banks  of  circula- 
tion ;  they  exercise  this  power ;  many  of  them  derive  not 
unimportant  revenues  from  its  exercise,  and  some  of  them 
even  have  established  banks,  of  which  they  are  themselves 
proprietors.  No  man  can  reasonably  expect  to  see  the  day 
when  they  will  relinquish  this  power,  or  refrain  from  its 
exercise. 

In  the  next  place,  experience  has  confirmed  the  truth,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt  or  question,  that  paper  of  State 
banks  cannot  be  of  universal  circulation  and  credit;  there 
never  has  been,  and  there  is  not  now,  any  one  State  bank 
whose  notes  pass  readily  from  hand  to  hand,  as  equivalent 
to  specie,  over  all  parts  of  the  country.  Many  of  these  lo- 
cal instjtutions  are  perfectly  sound,  are  well  administered, 
and  their  credit  in  their  own  neighborhood  entirely  good 
and  unquestioned.  But,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
their  ciedit  is  and  must  be  local  only.  It  can  never  be  uni- 
versal. The  People  are  acquainted  with  the  institutions  of 
their  own  respective  States,  and  generally  understand  the 
ground  of  the  claims  of  such  institutions  to  confidence  and 
respect.  The}'  pay  attention  also  to  whatever  is  establish- 
ed by  the  General  Government,  because  they  have  an  in- 
terest in  the  laws  which  it  passes.  But  the  People,  that  is 
to  say,  the  great  mass  of  pioductive  earners  of  one  State, 
cannot,  generally  speaking,  be  acquainted  with  the  money- 
ed institutions  of  other  and  distant  States.  In  most  cases, 
they  do  not  even  know  such  institutions  by  name.     How, 
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then,  can  they  give  ihem  their  confidence?  We  see  they 
do  not  give  it,  even  where  it  might  be  most  safely  bestow- 
ed. They  prefer  the  paper  of  their  own  banks,  though  they 
know  it  to  be  depreciated,  to  the  paper  of  other  banks,  be- 
cause they  have  confidence  in  the  institutions  of  their  own 
Slate,  and  because  they  know  the  amount  of  depreciation 
on  the  paper  of  such  banks,  whereas  of  the  value  of  a  note 
of  a  distant  bank  they  are  wholly  ignorant.  But  this  know- 
ledge, which  the  great  mass  of  the  community  does  not 
po-ssess,  brokers  anti  money  dealers  do,  and  they  use  it  skil- 
fully to  their  own  advantage.  A  farmer  of  Virginia  will 
hesitate  to  receive  in  payment  a  New  York  note.  He  will 
prefer  Virginia  paper,  although  he  knows  it  is  not  equiva- 
lent to  specie,  because  he  can  form  some  opinion  of  its  value, 
while  of  the  New  York  note  he  knows  nothing.  But  the 
holder  of  the  New  York  note,  at  the  same  time,  is  able  to 
dispose  of  it  at  the  first  broker's  oflice  at  a    large  premium. 

Every  man  in  the  habit  of  observing  what  passes  around 
him,  must  see  every  day  the  existence  of  this  state  of  things; 
and  its  inevitable  consequence  is,  to  throw  the  loss  of  de- 
preciation on  the  laborious  and  productive  classes.  Wher- 
ever bad  paper  circulates,  it  is  the  industrious  and  hard- 
working who  suffer  first,  and  suffer  longest,  and  suffer  nrost. 
But  it  is  not  intended  to  pursue  this  part  of  the  subject  fur- 
ther than  to  illustrate  and  confirmUhe  truth,  that  no  State 
bank,  founded  on  whatever  capital,  administered  by  what- 
ever degree  of  fidelity  and  skill,  can  obtain  that  familiar 
character,  and  that  established  and  well-known  credit,  which 
shall  give  its  bills  circulation  through  all  classes,  in  any 
amounts,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Now,  another  most  important  truth,  equally  well  settled 
by  experience,  is,  that  paper  issued  for  circulation,  under 
the  authority  or  with  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  does  acquire  and  retain  this  advantage 
of  known  and  unquestioned  character  and  universal  confi- 
dence. No  matter  whether  the  note  or  bill  present  itself  in 
Maryland  or  Missoini,  Maine  or  Georgia,  if  it  promise  pay- 
ment in  specie,  on  demand,  and  that  promise  be  supposed 
to  be  guarantied  by  the  character  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  springs  immediately  to  a  value  equivalent  to  specie. 
The  impress  of  the  National  Government,  connected  with 
the  fact  of  its  immediate  convertibility,  stamps  the  paper 
with  a  mark  of  perfect  and  universal  reliance,  because  all  the 
People,  in  all  the  States,  are  alike  interested  in  the  General 
Government,  alike  acquainted  with  its  proceedings,  and 
have  like  faith  in  paper  to  which  it  gives  its  sanction.  We 
seem  to  be  called  upon,  therefore,  to  act  on  this  subject  with 
three  important  truths  made  clear  before  us :  first,  that  a 
paper  circulation  will  continue  among  us;  second,  that  no 
paper  circulation  of  universal  credit  can  ever  be  furnished 
by  State  banks;  third,  that  such  a  paper  can  be  furnished 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  these  realities  that  it  is  now 
proposed  to  issue,  to  some  extent,  a  paper  currency,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Its  uses  are  expected  to 
be  two-fold.  In  the  first  place,  as  already  stated,  it  will  fur- 
nish a  safe  paper  medium,  in  which  payments  may  be  made 
to  Government  of  all  debts  and  taxes.  Few  persons,  per- 
haps, are  sufficiently  impressed  with  what  would  be  the 
value  of  this,  in  certain  emergencies. 

Debts  to  Government  arc  nocv  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or 
the  notes  of  specie-paj'ing  banks.  Let  us  suppose  that  some 
exigency  should  come  suddenly  upon  the  country,  requir- 
ing the  immediate  assessment  of  heavy  taxes,  and  that  the 
same  exigency  should  compel  all  the  State  banks  to  sus- 
pend specie  payments.  In  such  a  posture  of  affairs  how 
could  taxes  be  paid  !  Of  specie  there  would  be  little  to  be 
had  ;  of  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banks,  none.  Govern- 
ment would  be  driven  by  absolute  necessity  to  the  use  of 
paper  resting  on  its  own  credit,  and  created  for  the  occasion. 
It  would  have  no  other  resource.  All  must  see  how  vastly 
useful  the  system  now  proposed  would  be  upcfri  the  haji- 
pening  of  such  an  emergency.  The  Exchequer  would  be 
fo.und  in  operation,  and  in  possession  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  specie  ;  its  notes  would  have  become  familiar  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  it  would  have,  in  addition  to  its  specie  and  its  own  es- 


tablished character,  the  amount  of  revenue,  whatever  thai 

amount  might  be,  to  sustain  its  circulation.  It  would  fur- 
nish notes  for  disbursement,  and  receive  them  for  taxes. 
With  these  means,  and  by  faithful  and  skilful  management, 
though  it  might  be  embarrassed  by  the  prostration  of  other 
institutions  around  it,  it  would  still  retain  its  own  credit; 
and  that  credit  would  be  a  vivifying  and  fructifying  germ 
amidst  general  blight  and  barrenness. 

But  this  part  of  the  bill  has  another  purpose  equally  or 
still  more  important.  The  measure  is  intended  for  the  Peo- 
ple as  well  as  for  the  Government,  The  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  always  redeemable  in  gold  or  silver,  and  the  use  of 
them  in  payments  from  the  Treasury  and  in  the  purchase 
of  exchange,  cannot  but  be  beneficial,  it  is  conceived,  in  a 
high  degree,  to  the  whole  commerce  and  all  the  business 
concerns  of  the  country. 

In  this  part  of  its  operation,  the  system  presents  itself  as 
beneficent  and  productive  of  essential  good.  It  seeks  not 
Government  emolument  or  Government  convenience  only, 
but  the  public  good,  the  good  of  the  People,  in  the  largest 
and  most  comprehensive  sense.  Its  effect  is  to  give  to  the 
People,  to  their  labor,  and  their  internal  trade,  the  activity 
of  funds  which  would  otherwise  be  locked  up  ;  and  to  give 
them,  at  the  same  time,  good  money.  It  employs  those 
funds  to  sustain  credit,  to  supply  a  sound  currency,  and  to 
favor  useful  intercourse  between  the  States.  And  it  does 
this  without  assuming  undelegated  powers,  without  alarm- 
ing the  jealousy  or  wounding  the  pride  of  the  States, 

Yet  it  cannot  with  any  justice  or  propriety  be  called  a 
Government  bank.  The  essential  elements  of  a  bank  arc 
still  wanting  to  it.  Government  secJcs  not  to  fill  its  own 
coffers  by  discounts,  or  to  make  gains  by  the  use  of  its  own 
credit,  or  to  make  the  issues  of  the  Exchequer  a  substitute 
for  revenues  in  order  to  meet  its  own  necessities.  Nor  does 
it  propose  to  inflict  on  the  People  the  evils  and  the  scourge 
of  an  irredeemable  Government  paper,  because  no  paper  is 
to  be  issued  which  is  not  payable  in  gold  or  silver  on  de- 
mand—  all  paper  thus  resting  on  the  double  basis  of  imme- 
diate convertibility  and  the  public  faith.  It  is  not  easy  to 
conceive  how  any  paper  intended  for  circulation  could  be 
more  safe  or  more  useful  for  the  purposes  of  commerce ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  just  such  a  paper  as  the  wants  of 
the  country  now  loudly  demand. 

The  extent  to  which  this  paper  may  be  issued  and  cir- 
culated is,  it  must  be  confessed,  in  some  degree  uncertain. 
This  must  depend  on  the  amount  of  revenues  collected  and 
disbursed,  and  on  the  degree  of  success  which  may  attend 
the  operations  provided  for  in  another  part  of  the  bill.  But 
whether  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Exchequer  be 
larger  or  smaller,  it  must,  so  far  as  that  circulation  shall  ex- 
tend, be  favorable  to  all  interests.  It  cannot  but  conduce 
to  the  public  welfare  that  there  should  be,  in  every  part  of 
the  countr}^  some  one  institution,  or  some  one  agency, 
which  shall  be  of  undoubted  credit ;  and  whose  issues,  be 
they  great  or  small,  shall  be  equivalent  to  coin. 

If  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the  Exchequer  from  hand 
to  hand,  in  the  common  business  of  life,  should  be  found  to 
be  small,  that  fact  will  arise  from  one  or  the  other  of  two 
causes,  or  from  the  combined  effect  of  both.  If  the  amount 
issued  should  be  small,  then  of  course  it  can  only  fill  the 
channels  of  tirculation  to  a  limited  extent.  And  while  the 
paper  of  the  State  banks  shall  continue  depreciated  and  yet 
remain  in  circulation,  Treasury  notes,  it  is  highly  probable, 
will  often  be  taken  out  of  the  general  circulation  and  used 
for  the  purpose  of  remittance.  This  limited  circulation  in 
such  a  case  would  arise  from  their  superior  value  in  com- 
parison with  the  value  of  other  paper.  It  would  not  be  owing 
to  want  of  confidence  in  them,  but  to  their  pos.sessing  the 
highest  degree  of  confidence. 

But  if  such  use  of  Treasury  notes  should  take  place,  and 
should  diminish  the  amount  circulated  in  daily  tr;insartionfi 
from  hand  to  hand,  yet  th.U  use  itself  would  confer  a  ijeneral 
benefit  of  nreat  impoi  lance,  inasmuch  as  all  such  remittances 
perform  the  oliire  of  furnishing  safe  and  cheap  rxrbange,  and 
co-operate  directly  with  the  results  hoped  to  be  produced  by 
another  provision  of  the  bill.  But  if  the  exchequer  and  its' 
agencies  be  allowed  to  deal  in  exchange,  this  use  of  its  notes. 
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although  it  might  exist  to  some  extent,  would  be  far  less  con- 
siderable. 

Among  possible  objections  to  the  issue  of  redeemable 
Treasury  notes,  one  may  be,  that  they  will  be  returned  on 
the  Exchequer  for  specie  for  exportation. 

States  and  companies,  it  is  known,  owe  heavy  debts  in 
Europe,  and  these  States  and  companies  it  may  be  fancied 
will  obtain  Tieasury  notes,  harass  the  Treasury  by  demands 
for  specie,  and  send  the  specie  thus  obtained  ahroa.d  in  dis- 
charge of  their  own  obligations.  A  few  words  may  dispel 
such  imao:inations. 

In  the  first  place,  the  argument,  if  it  prove  anything, 
proves  too  much  ;  for  it  proves  that  for  the  .same  reason  ail 
specie-paying  banks  ought  to  cease  specie  payments.  But 
the  truth  probably  is,  that  these  States  and  companies  find 
less  dilliculty  in  lighting  on  some  convenient  mode  of  re- 
mittance than  on  commanding  at  the  present  moment  the 
means  of  making  remittances  in  any  form.  'J'he  general  de- 
pression, with  the  co-operation  doubtless  of  other  causes,  has 
suspended  the  power  of  obtair.ir.g  such  means.  We  must 
continue  to  hope  that,  under  a  better  state  of  things  and  in 
better  limes,  this  power  will  revive,  and  when  it  shall,  we 
must  look  to  our  crops,  to  our  freights,  and  to  the  general 
earnings  of  our  industry,  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  claims  of 
creditors  abroad.  In  the  meantime,  since  neither  States  nor 
companies  can  obtain  loans  of  Treasury  notes,  nor  other- 
wise possess  themselves  of  them  than  by  buying  and  paying 
for  them,  we  need  not  distress  ourselves  with  apprehensions 
of  runs  on  the  Exchcijuer  from  that  quarter. 

It  remains  to  say  something  upon  that  part  of  tlic  bill 
which  authorizes  the  Exchequer  and  its  agencies  to  buy  and 
sell  do.Tiestic  exchange,  under  certain  limitations  and  re- 
strictions, 

'iMiat  an  institution  founded  on  a  more  extensive  plan,  with 
a  larger  moneyed  capital,  which  should  deal  in  exchanges  on 
a  broad  scale,  buying  bills  at  long  dates,  or  accepting  bills  on 
security,  in  order  to  enable  drawers  to  anticipate  their  means, 
and  thus  aflord  capital  and  credit,  as  well  as  exchange,  strictly 
speaking,  might,  but  for  the  dangers  attending  it,  produce 
more  benefit  than  that  now  proposed,  may  he  safely  admitted. 
Hut  such  a  scheme  involves  the  idea  of  making  loans  and 
advances,  of  venturing  largely  on  the  strength  of  per.sonal 
security,  and  entering  in  no  small  degree  into  the  hazards  of 
commerce.  No  such  purpose  is  intended  by  presenting  the 
present  bill  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  utmost  concern  has  been  felt  to  guard  the  proposed 
measure  against  all  tendencies  to  such  a  system  of  exchange 
operations. 

In  all  its  purposes,  it  looks  to  currency  and  to  exchange, 
not  to  lending  or  to  discount.  And  it  may  well  bo  a  in:i!ter 
of  serious  consideration,  whether  such  large  powders  of  dis- 
count can  be  safely  loflgcd  in  private  iiistitutioiis,  with  the 
power  of  making  such  discounts  by  the  use  of  their  own 
notes. 

The  supervision  and  regulation  of  currency  belonging  to 
fiovernment;  the  business  of  commerce  and  the  borrowing 
and  lending  of  money  to  individuals.  And  perhaps  no  con- 
viction is  more  rapidly  taking  possession  of  the  mind  of  en- 
lightened men,  than  that  Government  should  not  commit 
the  high  and  important  function  of  superintend  tig  and  regu- 
lating the  currency  of  a  country  to  the  hands  of  those  whose 
occupation  consists  in  making  loans  and  discounts,  whether 
on  promissory  notes  or  bills  on  time.  Whenever  a  bank 
makes  a  loan,  or  a  discount,  by  the  issue  of  its  bills,  it  adds 
80  much  to  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  ;  and,  in 
the  absence  of  all  other  regulation  or  restraint,  several  hun- 
dred banks,  whose  palpable  interest  it  is  to  increase  the 
amount  of  circulation,  arc  to  decide,  each  in  the  exercise  of 
its  own  discretion,  to  what  extent  that  augmentation  shall 
be  carried.  That  to  such  a  system  there  must  be  some  check, 
or  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  such  check,  the  emission  of  pa- 
per will  be  continiially  tending  to  excess,  must  be  manifest 
to  every  rollrcting  mind.  It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  fully  j 
into  this  subject  at  present;  but  as  it  has  already  in  other 
countries,  so  it  must  necessarily  ere  long  in  thip,  command 
the  moct  senou3  attention  of  Government. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  measure  now  proposed  to  Congress 
will  have  some  effect,  at  least,  in  counteracting  the  tendency 
to  excess  in  bank  issues.  While  it  may  not  accomplish  all 
that  is  to  be  desired,  it  is  believed  it  will  cfiect  something. 
To  the  extent  of  its  means  employed,  its  operations  will  be 
calculated  to  restrain  issues  and  to  correct  excesses  ;  because, 
in  the  first  place,  every  accession  of  good  currency  to  the 
general  mass,  tends  either  to  render  the  bad  worthless,  so 
that  in  time  it  shall  all  give  way  to  a  better,  or  to  cotnpcl 
those  who  issue  such  bad  currency  to  raise  its  value  by  pre- 
paring for  its  redemption.  If  good  currency  could  be  put 
into  circulation  in  such  quantity  as  to  meet  the  uses  of  the 
country,  it  must  of  couise  expel  the  bad,  or  bring  about  a 
change  of  its  character;  although  it  is  equally  true  that, 
while  the  great  mass  be  bad,  and  while  it  yet  circulates,  not 
having  become  entirely  worthless,  it  is  difficult  for  a  small 
aitiount  of  good  currency  to  share  in  the  general  circulation, 
since  it  is  liable  to  be  selected  from  the  mass  for  purposes 
which  that  mass  will  not  answer.  And,  in  the  second  place, 
the  Exchequer  will  act  beneficially  in  this  respect,  by  hold- 
ing a!!  State  banks  with  which  it  may  have  dealings  to  a 
punctual  performance  of  their  obligations  and  bringing  them 
to  Hu  immediate  settlement  for  such  of  their  bills  as  may  find 
their  way  into  it,  or  into  any  of  its  agencies. 

It  is  not  intended  to  say  that  the  proposed  measure  will  of 
itself  be  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  great  evil  of  ex- 
cessive bank  issues,  or  that  Government  may  not  be  obliged, 
hereafter,  to  adopt  other  measures.  On  the  contrary,  as  al- 
ready suggested,  it  is  apprehended  that  these  evils  may  yet 
im[)eratively  call  for  other  remedies.  But  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  have  a  considerable  effect,  should  its  operations  be  as 
successful  as  is  anticipated,  in  checking  and  limiting  what  it 
may  not  be  able  entirely  to  suppress. 

But  there  is  asother  very  important  consideration  con- 
nected with  this  part  of  the  subject.  One  great  object  of 
the  whole  measure  is  to  furnish  a  sound  currency,  in  the  form 
of  Treasury  notes,  redeemable  on  demand  in  specie.  These 
notes  can  get  inlo  circulation,  and  be  kept  in  it,  only  in  two 
ways:  first,  by  payment  in  such  notes  of  debts  and  demands 
on  the  'I'reasury  ;  and,  second,  by  buying  domestic  exchange. 
And  it  is  the  last  of  these  modes  which  is  most  confidently 
looked  to  as  furnishing  an  active  and  continual  circulation  of 
this  paper.  When  issued  in  Government  payments,  at  dis- 
tant points,  the  general  tendency  of  the  notes  will  be  from 
those  points  to  the  great  Atlantic  cities,  according  to  the 
course  of  trade;  thus  leaving  the  place  of  their  first  issue 
without  the  benefits  of  their  circulation.  But  it  is  evident 
that  if  the  agencies  at  those  distant  points  shall  be  authorized 
to  purcha.so  bills  of  exchange,  a  new  source  for  the  issue  of 
sound  circulating  paper  will  be  opened,  and  the  exchange 
thus  bought  would  be  remitted,  wherever  the  demands  of 
trade  should  call  for  it. 

In  a  country  of  such  varied  productions  as  the  United 
States,  some  parts  being  highly  commercial,  others  manu- 
facturing, and  others  yielding  vase  amounts  in  raw  material, 
the  current  and  course  of  exchange  has  periodical  changes. 
It  flows  one  way  or  the  other,  or  in  the  same  way  with  more 
or  less  force,  according  to  the  seasons.  Nor  is  this  course 
always  direct,  but  on  tlie  contrary  often  circuitous,  winding 
itself  through  several  distant  markets.  Commodities  in  many 
parts  of  the  west  seek  a  sale  in  the  south,  not  expecting 
payment  in  southern  products,  but  in  means  available  in  the 
north  and  the  ea.st.  This  happy  diversity  of  products,  and 
these  useful  ramifications  of  internal  trade,  demand  impera- 
tively not  only  a  currency  satisfactory  to  all,  but  the  means 
also  of  easy,  cheap,  and  safe  dealing  in  exchange.  And 
these  two  objects  assist  each  other,  A  good  currency  en- 
ables him  v/ho  needs  exchange  to  buy  it,  and  he  who  has 
exchange  to  sell,  to  sell  it.  Good  currency  and  safe  ex- 
change being  thus  mutually  convertible  and  acting  together, 
all  under  proper  limits  and  securities,  form  the  most  perfect 
system  of  paper  circulation.  The  power  to  deal  in  exchange 
seems  essential,  indeed  to  any  considerable  circulation  of 
Treasury  rotes  in  the  south  and  west.  And  it  may  be  added, 
that  nothing  would  tend  more  to  counteract  the  concentra- 
tion of  moneyed  affairs,  at  one  or  a  few  points,  than  the 
abililty  of  buying  domestic  exchange  with  good  p^per,  redeem- 
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able  at  the  place  of  purchase.  Commercial  transactions,  and 
the  consummation  or  pecuniary  cngtigements,  naturally  con- 
centrate themselves  in  places  where  the  currency  is  good. 
There  is  no  remedy  against  this  concentration  so  sovereign 
as  the  supplying  of  a  good  cun-ency  everywhere. 

A  safe  system  of  exchange,  though  no  more  extensive 
than  is  contemplated  by  this  hill,  will  be  of  great  use  to  tho  \ 
commerce  of  the  country  in  other  respects,  besides  furnishing 
the  means  of  keeping  a  good  currency  in  circulation.  The 
more  direct  advantages  flowing  from  it  are  not  inconsidera- 
ble. Although  its  object  be  not  to  supply  capital  or  credit 
for  purposes  of  trade,  or  to  make  advances,  and  although  the 
whole  system  is  Umitcd  to  exchanges,  strictly,  yet  it  cannot 
fail  to  afford  very  important  facilities,  and  to  be  productive 
of  much  general  benefit. 

The  power  or  faculty  of  reaching  to  funds  already  accu- 
mulated in  a  distant  part  of  the  country,  and  of  bringing 
them  home  immediately,  and  without  loss,  is  a  power  or 
faculty  of  no  mean  importance,  in  the  hands  of  those  whose 
business  leads  them  to  form  commercial  connexions  in  such 
distant  parts.  Thi^  power  or  faculty  the  measure  under  con- 
sideraticn  proposes  to  confer  impartially  on  all,  to  the  extent 
<of  its  means.  And  its  capacity  for  good,  in  this  respect,  is 
confidently  left  to  the  judgment  of  those  whose  practical  ex- 
perience has  rendered  them  most  competent  to  decide. 

As  to  any  dangerous  consequences  from  untoward  influ- 
ences in  buying  or  selling  exchanges,  it  is  (o  be  again  ob- 
served that  the  Exchequer  can  lend  money  to  nobody  ;  it  can 
furnish  capital  to  no  one  to  begin,  carry  on,  or  uphold  his 
business ;  it  only  seeks  to  enable  any  one  to  place  his  funds 
where  he  needs  them  ;  and  this,  as  it  will  be  seen,  is  to  be 
done  under  such  restrictions  as  that  all  idea  of  accommoda- 
tion, and  therefore  all  idea  of  partiality  or  favor  to  individ- 
uals, is  efl'^ctually  repelled.  All  real  borrowing  and  lending 
is  excluded,  and  bills  are  to  be  taken  on  such  time  only  as  is 
necessary  for  ordinar)'  notice,  and  the  usual  transmission  of 
intelligence. 

Over  operations,  begun  and  completed  in  so  short  a  time, 
and  which  are  to  be  carried  on  in  the  face  of  the  commercial 
community — operations  which  allow  so  little  of  favor  or  ac- 
commodation to  any — it  is  not  likely  that  unjust  or  partial 
local  influences,  far  less  likely  that  any  pernicious  central 
influences,  will  exercise  control. 

It  may  be  objected  to  all  dealing  in  exchanges,  that  par- 
ties on  bills  will  become  debtors  to  Government ;  that  in  case 
of  any  general  pressure  they  will  petition  for  relief,  and  thus 
embarrass  Government,  as  well  by  neglect  of  punctuality  of 
jpayment  as  by  importunity  for  indulgence.  It  is  readily  ad- 
mitted that  the  delicate  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  should 
be  avoided,  as  far  as  may  be,  between  Government  and  the 
people.  But  in  many  cases  it  must  exist.  The  imposition 
of  ever}-  tax  creates  that  relation;  every  custom-house  bond 
creates  it  and  it  is  found  in  many  other  forms.  But  a  better 
answer  to  this  objection  is,  that  the  credit,  so  far  as  any  may 
arise  under  the  operations  of  this  bill,  will  be  a  commercial 
credit,  of  all  others  the  most  unlikely  to  be  violated — of  a  few 
days  continuance  only  existing  between  the  Government  and 
each  individual,  by  himself,  out  of  which  no  common  cause, 
no  common  interest  in  delay,  no  common  importunity  for 
relief,  can  well  arise. 

As  the  great  object  of  the  whole  measure  is  to  put  an  end 
to  controversies,  and  give  repose,  it  is  left  to  the  States  to 
prohibit  the  practice  of  private  dcposites  and  dealings  in  ex- 
change within  their  respective  limits,  if  any  of  them  shall  so 
see  fit.  Of  such  prohibition,  no  apprehension  is  entertained, 
yet  the  less  scruple  has  been  felt  in  recommending  the  pro- 
vision, as  it  may  avoid  difficulties,  by  manifesting  a  disposi- 
tion neither  to  tread  on  any  questionable  ground,  nor  to  give 
rise  to  unnecessary  differences  of  opinion. 

The  plan  will  present  itself  to  all  the  States  and  all  the 
people.  It  proposes  general  benefit  to  all ;  and  no  fear  is  en- 
tertained lest  either  the  States  or  the  people  should  examine 
it  with  too  close  a  scrutiny. 

The  section  which  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  issue,  if  found  necessary,  five  millions  of  slocks,  is 
designed  as  a  provision  against  contingenciss  incident  to  the 
fluctuations  of  trade.     In  an  agent  of  Government,  such  as 


is  nove  proposed  to  be  created,  it  is  proper  that  there  should 
exist  every  security  for  the  maintenance  of  its  credits.  Mis- 
fortunes may  fall  on  private  institutions,  in  the  revulsions  of 
commerce  and  business,  and  they  may  be  compelled  to  stop  ' 
payment;  but  whatever  is  identified  with  the  character  of 
Government  should  be  placed  on  the  safest  possible  founda- 
tions. As  the  means  of  the  country  are  most  ample,  its  credit 
high,  and  the  burdens  of  tho  people  light,  there  is  wisdom 
in  giving  to  the  Exchequer  the  power  of  immediate  resort, 
in  case  of  necessity,  to  the  unstained  and  unquestionable 
faith  of  the  nation.  There  should  be  no  hesitation,  no  scru- 
ple, no  lingering  doubt,  about  the  ability  of  the  institution 
now  proposed  to  be  established,  to  fulfil  with  punctuality  all 
its  engagements,  vmder  any  occurrences,  not  of  force,  to  dis- 
turb tho  Government  itself. 

Such  are  the  general  views  of  the  important  measure 
which  now  invites  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  extremes  ofpublic  sentiment  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  this  bill,  are  embodied  in  (he  system  of  the  Sub-Treasury 
on  the  one  hand,  and  in  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the 
other.  The  great  problem  now  propounded  to  practical 
.statesmanship  is,  whether  repose  and  reconciliation  of  opinion 
can  be  attained,  whether  an  end  can  be  put  to  distressing 
doubts  and  exasperated  controversies,  touching  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  by  the  adoption  of  an  intermediate  system; 
a  system  exercising  no  ungranted  power,  establishing  no 
monopoly,  bestowing  no  indefeasible  rights,  attempting  no 
divorce  of  the  Government  from  the  people  ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  converting  the  most  austere,  though  the  most  in- 
dispensable and  plainly  constitutional  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  collection  of  the  taxes,  into  the  very  means  of  sus- 
taining the  industry,  interchanging  the  commodities,  and  in- 
creasing tho  gains  of  those  by  whom  taxes  arc  paid. 

This  intermcdiateposition,  the  plan  struck  out  in  the  Pre- 
sident's Message  proposes  to  occupy.  On  the  one  hand,  it 
performs  one  grand  function  which  the  Sub-Treasury  could 
not  and  did  not  seek  to  perform. 

It  asserts  and  recognizes  the  constitutional  duty  of  chcrish- 
!  ing  and  sustaining  the  commerce  between  the  States,  by  alt 
proper  and  constitutional  means,  and  turns  away  from  noth- 
ing within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution  which  may  support 
general  credit. 

It  admits  the  impolicy  and  impracticability,  without  vio- 
lence to  the  business  of  life,  of  coercing  an  entire  substitution 
of  the  precious  metals  for  that  convertible  currency  which 
has  come  to  occupy  their  place. 

But,  on  the  ether  hand,  it  is  not  a  corporation  ;  it  alarms 
nobody  by  the  assertion  of  power  to  enter  the  States,  to  en- 
,  gross  local  business,  or  grasp  at  local  gains,  exempt  from  lia- 
bility to  local  burdens. 

If  a  measure  may  ever  be  accomplished,  as  the  good  sense, 
the  fraternal  sentiments,  and  the  business  necessities  of  the 
American  people  must  lead  them  ardently  to  desire,  by  vfhich 
existing  elements  of  discord  shall  be  withdrawn  from  na- 
tional politics,  and  the  country  be  auflered  to  enjoy  tran- 
quillity in  things  nearly  afl'ecting  men's  daily  labor  and  daily 
bread,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  it  may  be  matured,  by 
the  vrisdom  of  the  Legislature,  out  of  the  general  provisions 
j  of  the.bill  now  submitted  to  its  consideration. 

'  W.  FORWARD, 

Secretarv  of  the  Treasury. 


Sale  of  tUo  Worrell  Cotton  Factory. 

I  This  well-known  Factory,  which  cost  considerably  over 
■■  $100,000  only  a  few  years  since,  was  sold  under  a  mortgage, 
b}'  auction,  on  the  premises,  on  the  15th  inst.  for  the  sum 
of  i?50,8'14,  being  $20  over  the  amount  which  the  mortgagee 
claimed.  The  American  Cotton  Factory  Company  was  th.e 
purchaser. 

Ttie  V/arren  Factory  is  situated  on  the  Great  Gunjiowdcr 
river,  near  the  Susquehanna  Railroad  and  York  Turnpike, 
and  about  fourteen  miles  from  this  city.  The  Factory  which 
was  in  complete  operation,  .sold  with  its  charier.  It  was 
built  of  stone  in  1836,  was  .5  stories  high,  \26  feet  front  by 
,  44  dec[i.     As  this  property  has  claim  to  much  notoriety. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
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from  its  location  and  many  conveniences,  and  to  give  the 
reader  an  idea  of  the  value  of  such  property  at  present,  we 
are  rather  more  than  usually  particular  in  its  description. 
The  first  floor  is  occupied  as  a  machine  shop,  and  contains 
3  raclcs  and  2  hand  lathes,  a  cutting  engine,  circular  saw, 
spreading  machine,  carpenter's  and  vise  benches  and  vices, 
a  force  pump  for  supplying  the  dressing  and  other  rooms, 
with  water,  together  with  a  full  supply  of  necessary  tools. 
The  2d  floor  is  occupied  as  a  card  room  and  contains  14 
breaker  cards,  with  a  railroad  and  lapping  machine  in  front 
of  them;  15  finishers  with  packers  in  front;  5  drawing 
frames,  5  speeders  and  all  the  necessary  apparatus  pertaining 
to  a  card  room.  v"d  floor  contains  2772  spindles,  nearly  all 
of  the  latest  improved  construction,  5  warping  frames,  reels 
and  the  tools  belonging  to  a  throstle  sninning  room.  4th 
floor  is  the  weaving  room  and  contains  66  looms  nearly  all 
on  tlie  plan  with  the  Lowell  mills,  together  with  the  tools 
necessary  for  a  loom  shop,  in  full  operation.  5th  story  con- 
tains 4  dressing  frames  and  machinery  for  making  the  sizing 
with  a  quantity  of  old  machinery  not  in  use.  The  picking 
house  is  built  of  stone  and  slate-roofed,  is  on  a  level  with 
the  first  floor,  and  contains  a  picker,  spreader  and  willow. — 
Also  a  flour  mill  built  of  stone,  and  running  two  pair  of 
stones.  The  machinery  and  house  nearly  new  and  in  good 
order.  Also  a  mill  and  machine  shop.  Good  substantial 
stone  dwelling-houses  capable  of  accommodating  comfort- 
ably IIG  families.  Two  large  and  beautiful  dwellings  erect- 
ed by  former  proprietors  as  country  residences,  with  all  neces- 
sary out  houses  for  comfort  and  convenience.  And  a  neat 
stone  church  capable  of  holding  2  a  300  persons.  The  Farm 
pejtaining  to  the  property  contains  about  230  acres  of  lime- 
sfoiie  land,  and  is  susceptible  of  cultivation  and  great  yield. 
The  water  power,  that  of  the  Great  Gunpowder,  which  has 
never  failed,  is  equal  at  all  seasons  to  drive  al)Out  1U,0C'0 
spindles.  The  dam  and  race  underwent  last  summer  a  tlio- 
rcugh  rojiair.     The  situation  is  unrivalled  for  health. 

\_Liifovd'' if  f  Baltimore  J  Price  Current. 


Ilealtli  of  Swamps  in  N.  C, 

Persons  living  in  this  section  of  the  Slate,  and  higher  up, 
have  a  dreadful  idea  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  Swamps,  in 
the  lower  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  would  as  soon  think 
of  entering  a  charnel-house,  as  of  exposing  themselves  to 
their  influence  during  the  Summer  and  Fall  months.  And 
yet,  it  is  an  indisputable  fact,  that  however  unhealthy  some 
portions  of  our  State  are  at  certain  seasons,  sickness  rarely, 
if  ever,  occurs  among  the  hands  at  work  in  the  Swamps. — 
There  have  been  employed  at  one  time,  in  the  State's  service, 
to  say  nothing  of  private  enterprizes,  several  hundred  labor- 
ers, who  are  necessary  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  weather,  and 
are  always  in  more  or  less  water,  and  yet  scarcely  a  case  of 
sickness  has  ever  occurred  among  them.  On  the  contrary, 
they  look  sleek,  fat  and  healthy. 

There  resides  at  Alligator  Lake,  almost  immediately  on 
the  water's  edge,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Dunbar.  He 
has  lived  there  in  patriarchal  simplicity,  for  42  years.  His 
family,  (all  white,)  consists  of  .'52  persons,  including  children 
and  grand-children.  The  only  instance  of  sickness  which 
has  ever  occurred  in  the  family,  was  a  case  of  whooping- 
cough  ! 

These  are  singular  facts  for  the  speculation  of  the  curious, 
but  no  less  singular  than  true, — Raleigh  Register. 


SteaniL  Navigation  tvitli  tUe  Upper  linkca 

A  new  steam  vessel  called  the  Vandalia,  owned  and  built  I 
at  Oswego,  New  York,  has  recently  made  an  experimental 
trip  from  that  place  to  the  Niagara  river    and   Burlington  - 
Bay.     She  is  of  the  largest  size  of  lake  craft  which  can  pass 
the  Welland  Canal,  and  is  furnished  with  a  steam  engine 
and  propellers  according  to  the  Erricson  patent.     The  Os-  { 
wcgo  Palladium   says,  the  successful  result  of  this  experi-  ; 
ment  we   consider  the  most  important  event  in  relation  to  j 
the  interests  of  this  port  and  the  trade   of  Lake  Ontario,  | 
which   has  occurred  since  the  completion  of  the  Welland  j 
Canal.     The  great  desideratum  of  a  steam  communication 
with  the  Upper  Lakes  is  now  assured  to  us.     As  the  Wel- 
land   Canal  now  is,   our  forwarders  can   compete  for  the 
Western  trade  at  a   great  advantage  over  the  inland  route. 
When  its  enlargement    is  completed,    and  steam  vessels  of 
250  tons  can  trade  between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Lakes, 
we  cannot  comprehend  how  the  inland  route  is  to  compete 
with  the  hundred  and  twenty  five  miles  of  free  navigation 
on  the  Ontario  route. 


Large  Trccs« 

On  portions  of  the  timbered  land,  near  Lake  Pungo,  in 
Hyde,  belongingto  the  Slate,  the  tr-ccs  are  of  almost  incredible 
size  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  standing  as  they  have 
done  for  centuries  undisturbed,  and  embedded  in  a  soil  of 
surpassing  fertility.  A  cypress  was  recently  found  there, 
measuring  .38^  feet  in  circumference,  which  gives  a  diameter 
of  about  13  feet !  Only  think  of  a  tree  large  enough  for  a 
horse  stable,  with  room  enough  inside  of  it,  to  admit  of  two 
carriages  passing  abreast  of  each  other  ! 

AVe  were  assured  too,  by  a  very  respectable  gentleman, 
that  1 1  bushels  of  corn  were  raised  by  a  neighbor  of  his  in 
the  hollow  of  a  cypress  stump  ! — Raleigh  Register, 


Owing  to  the  length  of  the  diffeient  reports  in  the  present 
number,  we  are  compelled  to  defer  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  till  the  next. 


The  index  for  the  present  volume  will  accompany  the 
first  or  second  number  of  the  next  volume. 


Assessment  of  City  Property. 

The  Assessors,  appointed  under  a  law  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, to  assess  the  property  of  Baltimore  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  direct  tax  to  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  State,  hav- 
ing made  their  returns ;  and  the  time  having  expired  for  the 
correction  of  errors  where  parties  interested  had  objections 
to  urge  ;  the  Board  have  at  length  reported  the  following,  as 
the  true  value:  [The  assessment  was  made  before  the  13th 
and  14th  additional  Wards  of  the  city  were  laid  off] — 

Wards.— 1 . . .  .$  2,237,560        Wards.— 8 $3,333,878 

2....      1,773,470  9 9,632,208 

3.    ,,      1,378,711  10 5,599,335 

4.,..     2,029,796  11 5,770,682 

5....     3,377,365  12....  4,673,651 

6 10,655,686  

7,...    16,708,670  Total  $68,170,612 
[Lyford's  Price  Current. 


We  respectfully  invite  subscriptions  to  the  Register,  the 
commencement  of  a  new  volume  being  favorable  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  preceding  volumes  of  the  work  may  be  had 
bound. 

Our  comparative  views  of  the  census,  and  we  hope,  the 
census  of  the  several  States  and  their  productions,  as  well  as 
the  various  interesting  documents  which  will  probably  issue 
from  Congress  during  their  present  important  session,  will 
furnish  abundant  materials  for  a  volume  valuable  for  refer- 
ence— many  of  which  vv'ill  be  inserted. 
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